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Grit and Excitement
Aledo ISD announces 
new Special Olympics 
team
By Randy Keck
The Community News

Continuing with its emphasis of 
adding opportunities for student 
growth, the Aledo ISD announced 
at a press conference on Tuesday, 
Dec. 14, the formation of a Special 
Olympics delegation for the high 
school. The program will begin with 
track and field in January and then 
add cheer in the summer.

The athletic team will be known 
as Bearcat Grit and the cheer team 
will be Aledo Excite.

“As everyone knows, we’re 
always looking for more ways to 
help students find what they love 
to do — what makes them happy 

about coming to school, so they’ll 
keep coming back,”  Aledo ISD 
Superintendent Dr. Susan Bohn said 
at the press conference. “And we’re 
super excited about this announce-
ment today.”

Rebecca Faulkner, Director of 
Special Programs, and Angela Tims, 
Aledo High School Principal, were 
at the announcement.

“I am very grateful to Rebecca 
Faulkner — she took this position as 
director of special services a couple 
of years ago. We had this conversa-
tion when she did, and she has since 
that time worked really hard to get 
this programming in place,” Bohn 
said.

Dustin Lloyd, who will be 
the coach of the athletic Special 
Olympics team, said Aledo is already 
scheduled to host a meet on March 
25 at Bearcat Stadium.

“We’re going to start with softball 
throw, shot put; we’re looking into 
getting mini javelins for the athletes 
to throw as well doing long jump 
and sprint and relay races,” Lloyd 
said, adding that the district will be 
looking for volunteers to help coach. 
The Special Olympics protocol is 
one coach per four athletes.

“We are so excited to introduce 
Aledo Excite as a part of our cheer 
program,” coach Amber Birchmier 
said. “It is actually just a work of the 
heart. I have loved Special Olympics 
for a very long time and being a 
passionate cheerleader all through 
high school I was very, very excited 
for the opportunity to expand our 
approach.

“Our goal would be too see camp 
and practice at the end of May and 
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Coach Dustin Lloyd (center) already has two participants lined up for the 
Special Olympics team at Aledo High School: seniors Travis Decker (left) 
and Colby Tiberg (right).Turn to GRIT, page 3

POLITICS

Kirk Martin 
announces 
run for County 
Court at Law
Special to The Community News

Longtime Parker County 
Attorney Kirk Martin has announced 
that he will run for judge in the 
County Court at Law, No. 1 race. The 
current judge, Jerry Buckner, will 
retire at the end of his term in 2022.

Martin has 
been a licensed 
attorney since 
1993 and has 
served as Justice 
of the Peace of 
Precinct Four in 
Parker County 
since January 
2016.

“I consider it 
an honor and a 
privilege to have the opportunity to 
apply my years of experience as a 
small business owner, attorney, and 
prosecutor to serve the residents of 
Parker County as Judge if elected,” 
said Martin.

Before attending law school Kirk 
started and operated two small busi-
nesses in Parker County.

Martin graduated from Baylor 
School of Law in 1993 and he is 
licensed to practice in all courts of 
the State of Texas and admitted to 
practice in the United States District 
Court for the Northern District of 
Texas.

During his years as a practic-
ing attorney Martin handled cases 
involving General Civil Litigation, 
Family Law, Criminal Law, Wills, 
Probate, Guardianships, and Real 
Estate. Martin also served as an 
Assistant District Attorney for Palo 

Martin

Turn to MARTIN, page 3
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Suchocki 
announces bid 
for JP 4
Special to The Community News

Bernard R. Suchocki has filed 
to run for Parker County Justice of 
the Peace, Pct 4.  He and his wife, 
Connie, former school teacher and 
Aledo School Board trustee, have 
been Parker County residents for 
more than 33 years. They have a 
son who is a fire fighter, a daugh-
ter who is a HR 
manager, and six 
grandchildren. 

Bernard 
earned his JD 
degree from 
South Texas 
College of 
Law-Houston 
in 1981, and 
he has been 
Board Certified 
in Personal Injury Trial Law since 
1989.

He has tried more than a hun-
dred cases on both sides of the 
docket and in multiple counties 
across the state in Federal, District, 
County and Justice Courts. He was 
the managing partner of Suchocki, 
Bullard & Cummings P.C. for more 
than 20 years. 

After earning an undergraduate 
degree in physics and math, Bernard 
became a NASA engineer at the 
Kennedy Space Center in Florida. 
He trained Apollo astronauts in 
systems and mission training with 
primary responsibility in guidance 
and navigation.  Bernard was select-
ed to support the Flight Controllers 
in Houston for the Apollo 13 mis-
sion. As such, he is a participant in 
the “Presidential Medal of Freedom 
Award to the Apollo XIII Missions 
Operations Team.”

Bernard is active in public ser-
vice. He provides public service 
presentations to schools and civic 
organization about astronaut train-
ing, the Apollo 13 rescue, and Career 

Suchocki

Turn to SUCHOCKI, page 3
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Shaynnne Story receives her Eagle neckerchief from fellow Troop 75 scouts Zeke Kerman and Evie 
Banis at her Court of Honor ceremony on Dec. 12. Story, a senior at Aledo High School, is the first 
female Eagle Scout in Parker County. Full coverage of the Court of Honor will be next week. 

ALEDO ISD

First Bearcats of Character named
New program recognizes good 
character in students 
Special to The Community News

The Aledo ISD launched a new character 
education program called Positivity Project - or 
P2 - in late November. In tandem with this pro-
gram launch, the district is recognizing the good 
character on display by the students across all of 
Aledo ISD, honoring these students as Bearcats of 
Character.

The Aledo ISD Board of Trustees recognized 
the first-ever Bearcats of Character students at the 
December regular board meeting for the character 
strengths of connectedness and belonging. Each 
campus in the district selected an individual who 
is skilled and versed at helping other students to 
feel connected and like they belong.

The students are: 

Aledo High School: Miranda Tinoco, 10th 
grade

“Selfless is a term the 
embodies Miranda perfect-
ly. She seeks opportunities to 
help anyone in any way.  As a 
member of every service-ori-
ented leadership program on 
campus, Miranda spends her 
time trying to make the world 
a better place. She isn’t wait-
ing until adulthood to be the 
change she wants to see in the 

Turn to CHARACTER, page 4
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ATEX TRASH 
SERVICESERVICE

PROVIDING EXCELLENT 
SERVICE FOR THOSE 

OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS

WEEKLY SERVICE: 
$35 PER MONTH

Locally owned and 
operated since 2010

TIM GREEN: 
817-344-8464

WWW.ATEXTRASH.COM
301 Bailey Ranch Rd 817-441-6262

www.faithaledo.com

TACLA67709Ewww.jwmechanicalsystems.com

IS 
YOUR 

SYSTEM 
READY 

THIS SEASON?

CALL TODAY! 
682-999-6062 

Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Maintenance Plans & 
Financing Options Available

Veteran Owned & Family Operated
Aledo Graduate - Class of ‘96

4 COMMON REASONS
FOR HVAC FAILURE
Debris Around the Unit
Heatpumps require approximately 18-24” of breathing room.

Improper Installation
This can reduce effi ciency by 30%.

Lack of Maintenance
Regular maintenance can increase a 
system’s life 5-6 years.

Improper Sizing
This causes strain on a 
system’s equipment, 
which will decrease 
the life of the 
unit.

Schedule your free at-home assessment

(817) 887-9401 | info@overturehomecare.com
3750 S. University, Suite 250, Fort Worth, TX

www.overturehomecare.com

Compassionate  
In-Home Care  

for Seniors

Pulliam Pools would be Honored to Build your 
Outdoor Stay-ca-tion Destination!

AWARD WINNING POOLS AND SPAS • LUXURY OUTDOOR LIVING SPACES
COMPLETE POOL RENOVATIONS • DEDICATED SERVICE TEAM

www.pulliam.com
HOME OFFICE • 2725 Altamesa Blvd. • Fort Worth • 817-346-4778

PARKER COUNTY OFFICE • 3851 Fort Worth Hwy. • Weatherford • 817-613-1910

Pool & Spa News Top 50 Builder - 19 Years Running • Committed to Excellence

621 NORTH FM 1187 ALEDO, TX 76008
PHONE: 441-2702 FAX: 817-441-2708

COVID-19 VACCINES NOW  
AVAILABLE • COVID-19 ANTIBODY  

AND ANTIGEN TESTS $75  
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

OTHER VACCINES:
INFLUENZA • PNEUMOCOCCAL

SHINGLES • HEPATITIS A&B
TETANUS

Gift Store  
Now Open

Atex Trash Service is a locally 
owned, family owned business 
that prides itself on excellent ser-
vice for an affordable price. After 
11 years in business, Atex Trash 
Service is building an outstand-
ing reputation as a company that 
is truly here to build something 
simply by helping others, and it 
is that hometown business model 
philosophy that has quickly made 
them one of the fastest growing 
businesses in the community.

“We work hard to take good 
care of our customers and we 
are committed to building our 
business with sound principles 
and ethics in mind,” said Tim 
Green, one of the owners. “We 
strive to be a helpful and positive 
influence in the community, to be 
fair and honest in our business 
practices and to always make our 
decisions based on what is in the 
best interest of our customers, 
our employees and the commu-
nity while maintaining a healthy 
company.”

Many of us are cutting back, 
and being careful about what we 
spend in this economy. We want 
to save money on household 
necessities, but when it comes 
to services around our home, we 
don’t want to sacrifice our peace 
of mind to save a few dollars. We 
want our service providers to be 
honest and dependable, worthy 
of our trust.

Billy Green is that kind of 
man, and he raised his son, Tim, 
to treat others with respect. He 
encouraged and developed Tim’s 
heart of service. Watching his 
father, Tim had an example of 
great moral character and strong 
work ethic. Together they are a 
glowing example of honesty, reli-
ability and self-sacrifice. When 
you have the opportunity to visit 
with them, you instantly feel at 
ease. Their positive attitudes are 
contagious, and you will leave 
with a smile.

Together, Billy and Tim start-
ed Atex Trash Service as a way for 
them to serve their community 
- their neighbors. Being able to 
make a living serving others is a 
dream come true for Tim. Atex 
Trash Service has been helping 
area residents save money on 
their residential trash pick-up 
since July 2010. Tim and Billy 
Green are the dynamic duo of 
father and son teams, proving 
that you can provide Superior 
Quality Service at the Lowest 
Price.

Atex provides weekly trash 
pick-up for a flat rate of $35 a 
month for their standard service. 
“We realize however, not every 
family’s needs are the same,” said 
Tim, “We are able to customize 
plans for smaller and for larg-
er families.” They serve Parker, 
Tarrant, and Wise County areas 

outside of Azle, Springtown, 
Weatherford, Poolville and 
Aledo, and the area continues to 
grow! Just call and see if they can 
help you. Since they are a local, 
family-owned company, you 
know who will answer the phone 
when you call. Tim and Billy 
are available Monday through 
Friday from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and 
later if you need them. Just call 
817-344-8464.

You can also contact Atex 
through their website 24 hours a 
day at www.atextrash.com. It’s an 
easy-to-navigate website where 
you can contact Tim, sign up for 
new service, and even securely 
pay your bill online. You can also 
see what others have to say on 
their Testimonial Page or look 
them up on Facebook.

Operating this business 
means the whole family can work 
together! Tim’s sons Laken and 
Gaige have grown up, and they’re 
now the third generation with 
Atex helping to take care of the 
community.

“I’m happiest when I am 
doing for others,” said Tim, “and 
to be able to build something 
positive with my family, well, I 
simply couldn’t ask for anything 
more.”

Give Atex a call and see how 
they can help you. You’ll be glad 
you did!

Call on atex trash serviCe

https://www.community-news.com/in-around-parker-county/
https://www.jwmechanicalsystems.com
https://www.overturehomecare.com
https://www.pulliam.com
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Wyatt Jack and Ryan Newton brought announcements to Stuard 
Elementary at the start of the Dec. 9 school day. In addition to school 
announcements, they provided a weather report.
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Matt Morris
817-529-5325 

matt@gusbates.com

Proud to 
Support the Aledo 

Bearcats

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra 
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affi liate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affi liated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments. 

817-732-4419
www.sarahmorrisdds.comEMPLOYEE BENEFITS, PROPERTY & CASUALTY, 

RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES
FAMILY DENTISTRY WHERE HONESTY & INTEGRITY MATTER!

State of the Art Sterilization Room
Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening

Massage Chairs and HDTV
Water Purification System

2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 · Fort Worth, TX 76116

817-901-9455
5050 S Hwy 5

Aledo, TX

EVERYONE WELCOME
WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC

103 W. Church • 817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

Propane Sales 
and Service

On the Square 
in Weatherford

YEARSYEARS
OF PROPANE

1958-2019

Lori Fowler, Ph.D.
B R O K E R ,  O W N E R

405 S. FM 1187
Suite 400

817.825.8293
Charitablerealty.org

C H A R I T A B L E
R E A L T Y

Where Commissions become Donations

Over $550,000 Donated to Charity!

THE FINEST BRAND NEW BEST FEATURES NEVER BEEN USED 
NEW CONSTRUCTION  INDUSTRIAL FLEX  STATE OF THE ART 
COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR PARKER COUNTY PROFESSIONALS   

. VISIT WWW.CHAMPIONSBUSINESSPARK.COM TO LEARN MORE . 

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
DAILYDAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
• LASER THERAPY
• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
• ONCOLOGY
• ENDOSCOPY 

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

the beginning of the summer so that 
we can start the beginning of the 
year ready To cheer for our various 
teams.”

“I think it’s going to be an amaz-
ing experience,” fellow cheer coach 
Debbie Fields added.

Birchmier said the Aledo Excite 
cheer will also look for volunteers 
based on interest shown. With two 
coaches they can begin with as many 
as eight cheerleaders.

“I’m very excited to be on the 
track team,” Aledo High School 
senior Colby Tiberg said, a senti-
ment echoed by fellow senior Travis 
Decker.

The coaches do not know what 
the participation level will be in the 
high school.

“We’ll take as many as we can 
and then we’ll figure out what to 
do volunteer-wise,” Lloyd said. He 
added that the athletes can compete 
long-term.

“They can compete well into 
their 20s,” Lloyd said. “When you 
go a Special Olympics event you’re 
going to see kids or adults as well 
along with high school athletes.”

Dr. Bohn indicated that the dis-
trict plans to build this program 
after a foundation is in place.

“Our plan will be to increase the 
number of events and then also to 
move it down into middle school 
and maybe even elementary,” Bohn 
said.

Bohn also announced at the 
press conference that Aledo High 
School has been named a Unified 
Champion School. Principal Angela 
Tims explained the designation.

“They basically look at evidence 
within the high school of ways we 
are inclusive and supportive and 
providing opportunities for all of 
our students,” Tims said.

Special Olympics Unified 
Champion Schools aim to promote 
social inclusion through inten-
tionally planned and implemented 
activities affecting school-wide 
change. A Unified Champion 
School has a school climate where 
students with and without intellec-
tual disabilities feel welcome and are 
routinely included in, and feel a part 
of, all activities, opportunities and 
functions. More than 200 schools 
in Texas are currently participat-
ing in Special Olympics Champion 
Schools programming with more 
than 6,500 across the country.

For information on participating 
or volunteering in the new Special 
Olympics team, visit aledoisd.org/
specialolympics.

GRIT
from page one

Pinto County, participating in more 
than 100 felony level criminal jury 
trials.

During his years of practice, 
Martin was also often appointed as 
an Attorney Ad Litem by judges of 
the District, County Courts at Law 
and Probate Court of Parker County. 
As an Ad Litem, Martin represented 
and protected the physical, emotion-
al and financial interests of children 
in Family Law, Child Protective 
Services and Probate cases.

Martin has resided in Parker 
County since 1979 and he and his 
wife Angie have one son, Chance 
Martin and wife, Abbigail, who also 
live in Parker County. Martin and 
his wife are involved in many civic 
and charitable organizations in 
Parker County and are members of 
Center Point Baptist Church.

MARTIN
from page one

Day.  He has served as Tax Collector 
Assessor and as Councilman for 
the City of El Lago, Texas, and he 
has also served on the Planning 
& Zoning Commission and as a 
Councilman for the City of Willow 
Park.  

Bernard believes that the Justice 
of Peace courts are uniquely import-
ant as the “people’s court.” People 
can represent themselves in JP court 
and obtain justice in a timely matter 
without undue expense.

Bernard said he will be a full 
time judge for the people, and that 
he is looking forward to becom-
ing the Justice of the Peace, Pct 4, 
and he is confident that he has the 
education, experience, management 
skills and the temperament to serve 
as a fair and impartial judge.

SUCHOCKI
from page one
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Dr. Susan Bohn and Colby Tiberg share smiles describing the new Special 
Olympics opportunity at Aledo High School.

MEGA adoption event planned
The Fort Worth Animal 

Shelter and the Humane Society 
of North Texas are undertaking 
an ambitious goal of finding for-
ever homes for nearly 1,000 pets 
this weekend during the MEGA 
Adoption Event.

For the fifth time in four years, 
the organizations are co-hosting 
the two-day adoption event from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday 
and Sunday, Dec. 18 and 19, at 
the Will Rogers Memorial Center, 
Cattle Barn No. 1. Admission to 
the event is free. The adoption fee 
for all pets is only $10.

All adoptable dogs and cats 
have been spayed or neutered, 
microchipped, and have received 
rabies and age-appropriate 
vaccinations. Every dog or cat 

adopter will receive a free initial 
veterinary visit with a participat-
ing local vet and a 30-day trial of 
pet insurance.

“Once again, our animal shel-
ter campuses are full,” said Dr. 
Tim Morton, Assistant Code 
Compliance director with over-
sight of the Fort Worth Animal 
Shelter. “We have some great ani-
mals that need to be adopted into 
their own loving family. Families 
can view all the pets at the same 
time, as well as have the oppor-
tunity to visit with them one on 
one.”

There will be numerous areas 
set up where families can spend 
time getting to know a particular 
dog or two – or three! Staff will be 
available to assist families.
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world, Miranda makes a difference each and 
every day with every person she sees!” 

Aledo Learning Center:  
Catherine Gartner, 11th grade

“Cate always makes 
other students feel 
included in conversations 
and is careful not to leave 
any one out. Her focus 
on other people extends 
to her interactions with 
staff as well as other stu-
dents. Cate really makes 
people feel valued and 
seen!”

Daniel Ninth Grade:  
Marin McCarthy, 9th 
grade

“Marin goes out of her 
way to connect students 
with each other and with 
the support they need. 
Once Marin noticed a stu-
dent who was in distress in 
the restroom. She engaged 
the student in conversa-
tion and then walked with 
her to introduce her to the counselor. When 
they arrived to the office, they learned that 
Mrs. Fernihough was unavailable at that time, 
so Marin waited with the student in the coun-
seling office. While waiting, Marin continued 
to talk to the student and provide encourage-
ment. When Mrs. Fernihough arrived, Marin 
introduced the student and shared that they 
had just met in the restroom. Since this event, 
Marin has befriended the student. This is not 
an isolated incident, as Marin is always aware 
of those around her – especially those who are 
in need of a friendly smile or conversation. 
Even though Marin herself is new to AISD, 

she has become one who looks for ways to 
include everyone and helps others find a sense 
of belonging.”  

Aledo Middle School:  
Aiden Dobbs, 8th grade

“Aiden creates a cul-
ture of belonging at AMS 
by proactively acknowl-
edging every student as 
they leave campus every 
day. He stands at the door 
and fist bumps every sin-
gle child and tells them 
to have a good day. This 
has become something 
that kids look forward to and have begun to 
expect. Aiden has even gone as far as getting a 
substitute fist bumper when he is not at school 
or when he has to leave early.”

McAnally Intermediate School:  
Asher Moore, 6th grade

“Asher noticed that 
students were spending a 
lot of time on their phones 
and computers and not 
talking to each other while 
in the gym after school 
waiting for their buses. He 
had bought a few candy 
bars from the choir fund-
raiser and gave them to 
students sitting around 
him. He immediately noticed that doing this 
made them smile and they started interact-
ing with each other instead of just playing 
games on their devices. He then decided to 
use $70 dollars of his own money (that he 
earned by doing chores at home and in the 
neighborhood) to buy more candy bars to pass 
out. Over a few days, he passed out all of the 
candy bars to students he noticed were sitting 
alone or not talking to anyone. Passing out 
the candy bars gave him a chance to talk and 
interact with students who he did not know 

and create a feeling of happiness and camara-
derie amongst the students who were waiting 
for their buses. The staff at McAnally is so 
proud of Asher for his awareness of how tech-
nology was hindering interaction amongst 
students and his initiative in going above and 
beyond to make connections with others.”

Annetta Elementary:  
Tyson Harvey, 
Kindergarten

“Tyson always includes 
others, helps them out 
when needed, and is 
always respectful. Tyson 
has the kindest heart and 
it shows by how he treats 
all his classmates. He is 
loved by everyone because 
he is a great friend to 
ALL!”

Coder Elementary: 
Cana Keen, 5th grade

“Cana is always kind to 
other students and willing 
to work with anyone in 
class. She regularly sits by 
different students in the 
cafeteria and is described 
by others as helpful, kind, 
inclusive, and respectful.”

McCall Elementary: Weston Hogan, 4th 
grade

“Weston always goes 
out of his way to include 
other students who may 
not always be included by 
others. Recently, he was 
caught calling out to a stu-
dent across the cafeteria 
at breakfast to invite the 
student to sit with him – 
which was a huge win for 
the child he invited!

Way to be aware of the needs of others and 
do your part to make them all feel like they 
belong!”

Stuard Elementary:  
Mary-Kate Parmenter, 4th grade

“Mary-Kate includes 
others at recess to play 
with she and her friends. 
She goes out of her way 
to include other students 
during class in group work 
as well as partner groups. 
Mary-Kate has a kind 
heart and wants others 
to feel as if they belong. 
Mary-Kate was new last year to Stuard. She 
says she goes out of her way to be kind to 
others because she knows how it feels to be a 
new student.”

Vandagriff Elementary:  
Axel Melo, 4th grade

“Axel always comes 
into school in the morning 
with a great attitude and 
a smile on his face. He 
is keenly observant and 
always eager to offer help 
to others without being 
asked.”

Walsh Elementary:  
Charles Hughes, 3rd 
grade

“Charles is always look-
ing out for any students 
who may need a little 
extra encouragement or 
support. When he sees a 
fellow student struggling, 
he is the first to jump up 
and lend a hand. He will 
always make sure that 
every voice is heard.”

Jim Martin
REALTOR®

Owner – MartinLandSales.com

5600 E. I-20 Service Rd S
Willow Park, TX 76008

Ofc:  817.441.2102
Fax:  817.441.2511

Cell:  817.538.6846
Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com  
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Ofc:817-441-2425 • Fax: 817-441-2491
www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com
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paper.	Community	announcements,	
achievements	and	obituaries	are	
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Photos	submitted	should	include	
names	of	the	people	in	the	photo-
graph.	For	ease	in	submitting	photo-
graphs	electronically,	visit	our	con-
tact	form	at	community-news.com/
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Blame it on La Niña.
By the end of November, nearly half 

the state was experiencing drought con-
ditions, up 25 percentage points from the 
end of October, according to Dr. Mark 
Wentzel, a hydrologist with the Texas 
Water Development Board. La Niña con-
ditions are “defined as below-average sea 
surface temperatures in the eastern equa-
torial Pacific,” Wentzel wrote. This results 
are warmer and drier weather than nor-
mal for much of Texas.

In the next few months, drought con-
ditions are expected to both expand and 
intensify throughout the state.

COVID-19’s impact on state 
workers’ comp

The Texas Department of Insurance 
recently issued a fact sheet outlining the 
effects COVID-19 has had on the state’s 
workers’ compensation system. As of Nov. 
7, insurance carriers reported more than 
61,000 COVID-19 workers’ comp claims 
and 371 fatalities. Nearly half the claims 
and fatalities involved first responders and 
correctional officers.

Sixty percent of the claims involved 
injured workers who tested positive or 
were diagnosed with COVID-19. About 
half of the COVID-19 claims were accept-
ed. Benefits include employees with 
successful claims continuing to be paid.

Forensic election audit enters 
second phase

The Texas Secretary of State’s office 
last week issued an “exhaustive document 
request” of election material from Collin, 
Dallas, Harris, and Tarrant counties as part 
of its full forensic audit of the November 
2020 general election. The office said the 
document request covers more election 
materials than any other election audit in 
the country to date.

“Texas is leading in election integrity. 
As we embark on Phase 2 of our agency’s 
Full Forensic Audit of the 2020 Election, 
we want to ensure every single eligible 
Texas voter knows that ballots in Texas 
are being properly processed, tabulated, 
and reported by county election officials 
in accordance with state and federal law,” 
Secretary John Scott said.

Scott was recently appointed to the 
office by Gov. Greg Abbott. He briefly 
served as one of former President Donald 
Trump’s attorneys during his attempt to 
challenge the results of the Pennsylvania 
election. While Joe Biden won that state, 
Trump took Texas by more than 600,000 
votes.

Vaccine mandate battle  
continues in Texas

Following the Biden administration’s 
COVID-19 vaccine mandates for compa-
nies with more than 100 employees, the 

Texas Workforce Commission has issued 
a reminder to employers that Abbott has 
banned such mandates.

The Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals last 
month temporarily blocked the nation-
al vaccine mandate. The mandate would 
apply to about 84 million workers nation-
wide and was to go into effect Jan. 4. The 
case is expected to end up before the U.S. 
Supreme Court.

“Since day one, the state of Texas has 
taken a stand against the federal gov-
ernment’s unconstitutional COVID-19 
vaccine mandates in the workplace, three 
of which have since been deemed illegal by 
federal courts,” Abbott said. He added that 
he encourages Texans to get the COVID-19 
vaccine.

Texas abortion ban in place 
while lawsuits continue

The U.S. Supreme Court decided last 
week to leave the state’s new abortion ban 
in place but will allow legal challenges to 
the law to continue. The ban was passed 
during the last legislative session and pro-
hibits abortions once cardiac activity can 
be detected by ultrasound, generally about 
six weeks into a pregnancy.

The ban relies on citizens to file law-
suits against doctors and clinics suspected 
of performing abortions on women who 
are more than six weeks pregnant. As a 
result, most of the remaining abortion 
clinics in the state are not performing the 
procedure until the legal battle is resolved.

“While the Court did not put a com-
plete end to our legal challenge, its failure 
to stop Texas’s deliberate nullification 
of the constitutional right to abortion 
within its borders makes the court com-
plicit in widespread chaos and harm to 
Texans,”  Alexis McGill Johnson, presi-
dent and CEO of Planned Parenthood 
Federation of America, told the Texas 
Tribune.

COVID-19 cases on rise in state
Though patients infected with the omi-

cron variant of COVID-19 are popping up 
across the state, the delta variant is still 
the driving factor behind the increase in 
new cases in the past week, with a total 
of 37,558 reported by the Coronavirus 
Resource Center at Johns Hopkins 
University, along with 409 deaths. That is 
an increase of more than 50% in new cases 
in Texas in the past month, although the 
number of deaths dropped considerably in 
the same time period.

Lab-confirmed hospitalizations as 
of Sunday stood at 3,155, according to 
the Texas Department of State Health 
Services. That’s up 9% from the previous 
week.

The number of Texans who are fully 
vaccinated stood at 16.25 million as of 
Sunday, according to DSHS. That is 55.7% 
of the state’s total population and 70% of 
all Texans who are eligible for vaccines. 
Children under the age of 5 are not eligible.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning 
Texas journalist. He published a number of 
community newspapers in Texas during a 
30-year span, including in Longview, Fort 
Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. 
Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

Capital Highlights

Drier, warmer weather 
than in November

Gary Borders
gborders@texaspress.com

I have heard it said that 
time is nature’s way of keeping 
everything from happening at 
once.

It’s not working.
Hectic, hustle-and-bus-

tle describe this time of year. 
There is so much going on at 
the same time it is often difi-
cult to sort out where to go and 
when.

Many moons ago I worked 
in a men’s clothing store in 
Ridgmar Mall, the now 
defunct Jas K. Wilson. This 
time of year things got crazy 
where I worked. Extra help was 
brought into the store to help 
make sure all the customers 
found just the right gifts.

Piles of ties, cashmere 
sweaters, and other mens’ 
accessories were on display.

Back in those days, when 
someone bought something 
the sales person (like me) 
would write out a ticket listing 
the customer’s name, address, 
and the items they purchased 
so the cashier could ring up the 
sale on the cash register.

One customer bought some 
things at an especially busy 
time and I was writing out the 
ticket. I asked for his address 
and he gave it to me. I looked 
up and out at the store and I 
said,”it’s a madhouse, isn’t it?”

He looked back kind of puz-
zled and said, “no, it’s just a 
regular home address.”

Okay, that didn’t really hap-
pen, but I needed a way to work 
that joke in because it was on 
my mind. But one thing that 
really did happen was when I 

was writing up a ticket for a 
customer. I guess I was kind of 
frazzled (when am I not) and 
she said “I bet you’ll be glad 
when Christmas is over!”

Without thinking, I looked 
at her and said, “I’ll be glad 
when it gets herre.”

I think we get so wrapped 
up in the “busyness” of the 
Christmas season that we 
sometimes forget — Christmas 
is not a buying season. 

I look forward to Christmas. 
Just remember, it’s not here 
yet.

•••••

Speaking of everything 
happening at once, I will tell 
you that more things have been 
happening lately than we can 
fit in the paper. But we’ve been 
there, and have a lot of materi-
al we haven’t published yet.

So while you are enjoying 
some slow-down time between 
Christmas and New Year’s 
Day. we’ll have plenty of news 
saved up for the newspaper 
that arrives in your mailbox on 
Christmas Eve and New Year’s 
Eve.

In fact, New Year’s Eve is 
our annual Good News issue, 
and we are working on some 
great stories for that issue.

If you are leaning toward 
Grinch-hood this year, you 
won’t be after you read the 
Good News issue.

Among the events I’ve been 
to but haven’t yet shared cov-
erage of was a reception on 
Monday honoriing the Aledo 
ISD school board on its honor 
of being named the best school 
board in Texas.

Many former school board 
members attended, and it was 
good for me personally, as I got 
to see people I haven’t seen in 
many years.

It is a great honor, and as a 
news story I want to do it jus-
tice space-wise.

Another fun thing this 
past week for me was making 
the rounds at all the elemen-
tary schools in our coverage 
area, Aledo ISD and Triinity 
Christian Academy, to prepare 
our popular feature next week, 
“All I Want for Christmas is my 
Two Front Teeth.”

I had a really heavy week, 
but when I got to Stuard 
Elementary School about 7:45 
on Friday morning and started 
taking photos of those smil-
ing, front-teeth-missing kids, I 
started smiling, too.

There was a time when 
I spoke to the Texas Press 
Association about “What I 
learned from magic.” For those 
who don’t know, I have a magi-
cian since I was about 15.

The talk describes the hec-
tic, stress-filled life of a small 
newspaper publisher, and 
along the way I work in the 
reasons why it is such a worth-
while endeavor by sharing 
some things I learned in my 
life as a magician.

The bottom line of the talk 
was that David Copperfield 
could make the Statue of 
Liberty appear in downtown 
Aledo, but it would not com-
pare to some of the things I 
have seen happen in this com-
munity that have been truly 
miraculous.

My point was that, as a 
small newspaper publisher, I 
have had a front row seat to 
real magic.

One of those real magic 
moments happened in the life 
of a local family several years 
ago. I used the event in my 
talk.

Well, we’re going to revisit 
that family in the Good News 
Edition. If the story doesn’t 
warm your heart, well, it may 
not be able to be warmed.

Stay tuned, and have a safe 
and happy holiday season.

Slings&Arrows

All at Once

Randy Keck
rkeck@community-news.com
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Warm hearts on a cold day
Thanksgiving Trot 
raises record dollars to 
assist local family
By Randy Keck
The Community News

Participants line up for the start of the one mile race.

LEFT: A family gathering from Grand Prairie, Willow Park, and Cedar Hill arrived for the trot including Vickie Oka, Effie Agbotui, Nyasia Muchaya, Tina 
Smillie, Tana Manyande, Edem Agbotui, and Star Matuelela. | RIGHT: The 5k is off and running.

It was a cold and blustery day to 
be sure, but countless local and not-
so-local warm-hearted people spent 
Thanksgiving morning running for 
a good cause.

The 10th Marcia Walters 
Memorial Thanksgiving Trot 
returned like so many events after 
skipping 2020, and it returned in 
a big way, raising a record $93,000 
to benefit Brittney McCoy and her 
family.

Brittney has had medical issues 
all her life, including loss of sight 
and the inability to walk. The funds 
from the race will help the family 
make modifications to their home 
to help care for a growing Brittney.

The family expressed its thanks 
to the community after the race with 
the following statement:

“We are so blessed and over-
whelmed with the show of support 
by our community! We have never 
met a group of people so intent on 
the mission of just pouring love 
on someone else. Watching all 
the people on the race committee 
serve has changed us forever! And 
of course, the money raised will 
change Brittney’s circumstances in a 
tremendous way! We are so grateful 
to the entire community. We hope to 
stay in touch and help in some way 
for future trots!”

With the 2021 Thanksgiving 
Trot on the books, the local chari-
ty has now given away more than 
$500,000 in its 10 years.

PHOTOS BY CHRISTOPHER AMOS 
THE COMMUNITY NEWS

LEFT: Eric Vidal and his dog, Blaze, await the start of the race. | CENTER: Aledo High School junior Zach Taylor was the first runner to pick up a t-shirt. | RIGHT TOP: Lauren and Rory Thomas 
from Wichita Falls participated in their first Thanksgiving Trot. | RIGHT BOTTOM: Brynlee Torres attended with her parents, Josh and Becca.

LEFT: Aubrey Cashion, Brylee Coomer and John Coomer wore themed attire at the race. | CENTER: Monica, Logan, and Liana Tara made it a family outing. | RIGHT: Arnold McCoy, grandfather 
of Brittney, gave an opening prayer before each race.
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A Texas-Sized A Texas-Sized 

THANK YOU 
to the runners and sponsors who made the 2021 Marcia 

Walters Memorial Thanksgiving Trot a success!
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Pastor, Clark Bosher

Support Services provided by 
Careity Foundation

MEET OUR
ANCER-FIGHTING
ROCK ST RS

Talha Riaz, MD Medical Oncologist/Hematologist | Aaron Laine, MD, PhD Radiation Oncologist

WWW.THECENTERTX.COM | 817.759.7000
Weatherford

FORT WORTH CENTRAL CAMPUS • FORT WORTH SOUTHWEST • ARLINGTON
WEATHERFORD • BURLESON • GRANBURY • MINERAL WELLS • STEPHENVILLE
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  Camry, e.g. (2 wds.)
  5  San ____, TX
  6  TX Vikki Carr Latin
      hit: “Cosas del ____”
  7  Apollo 13 transmis-
      sion: “Houston, 
      ____ had a problem”
  8  TXism: “the bigger
      they ___, the harder
      they fall”
  9  when a prosecutor
      dismisses a case
      before trial: “___
      pros.” (abbr.)
12  TXism: “__  ___ as
      an outhouse on a
      cold morning”
      (long distance)
17  a fried tortilla dish
      that properly ends
      with an “a”
19  TXism:”Sunday go
      to ______’”
21  opposing soldiers
22  1966 fi lm: “Texas
      ______ the River”
23  mascot of Lamar
      State College
      Orange (2 wds.)
28  TXism: “there’s
      more than one way
      to skin _  ___”
29  TX Mac Davis hit:
      “Baby, Don’t Get
      Hooked __  __”
30  bomb used in the
      Vietnam War
31  pungent bulb
35  India currrency
36  TXism: “fat __  _
      ________house cat”
42  groove-______  ___
      is a south Texas bird

  1  TXism: “slick __  _
      __________ seed”
  2  Milam County seat
  3  Amarillo: 3,605 feet
      _____  ___ level
  4  TXism: ____ as
      hen’s teeth”
  9  Texas Wesleyan
      athletics assn.
10  TX-born Robby
      Benson starred in a
      fi lm made from this
      1967 song (4 wds.)
11  ___ Fresnos, TX
12  doctors’ org.

44  in Smith and Cherokee
      counties on highway 110
46  this Teddy stayed at San
      Antonio’s Menger Hotel
48  annual Texas event in
      Washington: “Black ___ 
      ___ Boots Ball”
49  Neil to George H.W.
50  honorary Texas Ranger:
      ____ Stanley Gardner
51  ____ Dallas Hotel
52  loud racket

53  TX-born
      critic, Rex
54  a name before
      ExxonMobil
56  salsa container
57  TXism: “___-horse
      town” (small)
58  Hobby arriv. guess

13  TX Steve Forrest
      1961 comedy fi lm
      “The ______  ____
      Around”
14  fl owerless plant
15  nuclear enegy source
16  TXism: “Lord willing
      and the creek don’t
      ____” (determined)
18  pay TV network
20  TX Nat who sang
      “Sweet Thang” (init.)
23  TXism: “bend __
      elbow” (drink)
24  a freshwater fi sh
25  England’s version 
      of a bar (2 wds.)
26  zoo animals similar
      to pigs

27  Chief ___-___-te-ka
      adopted Houston
32  TXism: “he’s __
      spring chicken”
33  state where TX
      Holly died (abbr.)
34  “use it __ lose it”
36  “lemon” ending
37  TXism: “salt some
      away”

38  dweeb (2 wds.)
39  Dunne of epic 1931
      western “Cimarron”
40  “sorry, you’re on 
      your on” (2 wds.)
41  TXism: “scatter
      ___” (shotgun)
43  RB star Emmitt (init.)
45  this TX Phyllis was
      on “Vega$” TV show
47  Victoria of fi lm “All
      of Me” starring TX-
      born Steve Martin
48  “bull” in Mexico
55  Jody Mc____ 1962
      fi lm: “Young Guns
      of Texas”
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Christmas on the Square
Weatherford’s annual Christmas on the Square brought out nu-
merous vendors, shoppers, and treats. Photos by Randy Keck

Benjamin Hale from Move Mountains Together modeled his reindeer costume.

FROM LEFT: Corbin Campbell met Sundance, a dog from the Weatherford/Parker County Animal Shelter. | Misty Triem showed goods from Mindy’s Boutique. | Weatherford police, including 
Tiffany Vanzant, Keegan Dement, and Jessica Richard assisted with the event.

http://
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www.metalmar ts.com

817-599-4186 • Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street • Weatherford, Texas 76087

GOING GREEN with COOL ROOFING

�
�

ENERGY EFFICIENT 
& LOOKS GREAT!

WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN

MULTIPLE SIZES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 25 years!

MMMetal Mart
THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
� RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
� CUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING � PURLIN & TUBING
� EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
� MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS � POWER TOOLS
� VENTS & SKYLIGHTS � HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
� SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT � INSULATION
� SEALANTS & CLOSURES � CARPORT PACKAGES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 28 years!

White’s 
Funeral Home
130 Houston Ave. • Weatherford 

817-596-4811
www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family
serving 

your family
since 1908.

FENCE SUPPLY

Wholesale to the Public

1508 Mineral Wells Hwy
Weatherford • 817-841-8577

@DuramexFenceSupplyWeatherford

FENCE SUPPLY
Come and check out our new store!

Looking for 
the Top Dog?

THE COMMUNITY NEWS
Parker County’s only locally-owned newspaper

It’s a local call -
click - e-mail!

817-441-7661 • www.community-news.com
rkeck@community-news.com
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HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED 
CALL CIRRA NETWORKS TODAY

(817) 259-1100  |  www.cirranet.net

FATHER & SONS 
TREES SERVICE

“We Go Out On A Limb For You”

• Trimming
• Removals
• 24 Hour Storm Response
• No Tree Too Small or 

Large

• Dead Wood Mistletoe 
Removal

• Sick Tree Treatment
• Tree Repair Cabling
• Stump Grinding
• Lot Clearing

Don’t Let Tree Limbs Damage Your Property

SENIORS, FIRST RESPONDERS & HEALTHCARE WORKERS DISCOUNTS

PLEASE CALL US FOR

FREE ESTIMATE & INSPECTIONS
817-296-2880

Insured  
& Certified

Coming 

UP
DEC. 21

Basketball - AHS Boys - Nolan 
Catholic
9A: 1 p.m.; JV: 2:15 p.m.; V: 3:30 
p.m.

Basketball - AHS Girls - at Parish 
Epicopal
V: 6:30 p.m.

DEC. 26

Basketball - AHS Girls - at Disney 
World Tourney
V: TBD

DEC. 27

Basketball - AHS Boys - Kennedale 
Tournament
9B, 9A, JV: TBA

DEC. 29

Basketball - AHS Boys - Caprock 
Classic
V: TBA

DEC. 30

Soccer - AHS Boys - Alumni 
Scrimmage
V: 5 p.m.

JAN. 4

Basketball - AHS Boys - Fort Worth 
Christian
9A: 1 p.m.; JV: 2:15 p.m.; V: 3:30 
p.m.

JAN. 3

Basketball - AHS Girls - at Glen 
Rose
9: 3 p.m.; JV: 3 p.m.; V: 4:30 p.m.

JAN. 6

Soccer - AHS Boys - at Colleyville 
heritage tournament
JV II: TBA; JV: TBA; V: TBA

AHS hosts first wrestling meet
Aledo High School’s new wrestling program hosted a meet for the first time on Wednesday, Dec. 15. 
The meet was in progress at press time. Full results will be reported next week. Photos by Randy Keck.

Jacob EllerbuschMadison Mares

Logan MitchellJackson Rudnick

Caroline Gardener

MEMBER 2021

TEXAS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION
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Classifieds

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas 
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive 

Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity! 
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662
24-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $4524-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $45
Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)

We have lots of room 
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

Mike Tandy
Owner

In Business Since 1996

TANDY 
METAL BUILDINGS & 

FENCING

Mobile: 817.925.5843

Weld up • Bolt up • Horse Barns  • Welding
Custom Pipe Fencing • Fencing • Metal Homes

www.tandymetalbuildings.com

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

215 Mesquite St. * Aledo, Texas 76008* 817-378-4423

*Livestock Feed
*Pet Food
*Bagged Fertilizer
*Salt Products
*Deer Feeders

Monday - Friday 
8:00am to 5:30pm 

Saturday  
8:00am to 12:30pm 

KIMBERLY MEYER, ABR, CRS, GRI
REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com
4500 Hartwood Dr, Fort Worth, TX 76109-1840
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
Global Luxury Specialist

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Operated by a subsidary 
of NRT, LLC

709 N FM 1187, Suite 800, Aledo
817-732-7665 · 817-441-8100

www.fortworthcustompools.org
fortworthcustompools@msn.com

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL Holly Green, Owner 

10943 S FM 1187 Road
Fort Worth, Texas 76126

“You Jingle...We Shingle™”
817.441.6973

service@brettcoroofing.com

Business Cards

City of Willow Park 
Notice of Public Hearing

The City of Willow Park Board of Adjustment will hold public hearing 
on the matters listed below:

I. PUBLIC HEARING to consider a request for a variance to 
Sec.14.03.007 of the Zoning Ordinance for detached accessory 
building rebuilt on the same site as original detached accessory 
building to encroach within the 25’ side yard setback in the R-1 
Single-Family District on 3.300 acres BBB&C RR Co. Abst. No. 
147, City of Willow Park, Parker County, Texas, located at 1717 
Ranch House Road. 

II. PUBLIC HEARING to consider a request for a variance to 
Sec.14.09.001(f) of the Zoning Ordinance to allow an eight-foot 
board-on-board panel fence to be attached to the existing five-
foot pipe fence in the front yard setback (Crown Rd.) in the R-1 
Single-Family District on 12.242 acres, McKinney & Williams 
Survey, Abst. No. 954, City of Willow Park, Parker County, Texas, 
located at 6 Crown Rd. 

Board of Adjustment Thursday, January 20, 2022
Time: 6:00 P.M.
Location: Willow Park City Hall, 516 Ranch House Rd,  
 Willow Park, Texas 76087

Any member of the public has the right to appear at the Public 
Hearing.  Please contact the Development Department at 817-441-
7108 or tfisher@willowpark.org with any questions.

Posted:  December 14, 2021

TexSCAN Week of 
Dec. 19-25, 2021

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. Starting 
at $650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde Counties - 
free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval County 
- whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 30-year 
fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. Call 
toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTION
Construction Equipment Auction  – 645+ items sell 
no reserve! Thursday, Dec. 30. Inventory includes: 
dozers, crane trucks, motor graders, service trucks, 
wheel loaders, scraper, dump trucks, telehandlers and 
more. All items are sold ‘AS IS.” 10% buyers premium 
applies. Aaron McKee, TX Lic. #16401, 866-608-9283. 
Bid now at purplewave.com.

ANIMAL CARE
Add ToneKote® to feed to stop shedding, insure a 
warm winter coat, eliminate doggy odor. At Tractor 
Supply® (www.fleabeacon.com).

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 
power during utility power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 
1-855-704-8579.

EVENTS
Bob’s Baseball Tours – Field of Dreams Tour Aug. 
15-21, 2022: Home games for Chicago (Cubs/White 
Sox), Brewers and Twins. Also a visit to the Field of 
Dreams movie site. Tour begins/ends in Minnesota. 
New York/New England Fall Foliage Tour Sept. 
26-Oct. 2, 2022: Home games for New York (Yankees/
Mets) and Red Sox. Guided Tour of NYC, free time 
in Boston, Trolley Tour in Maine, travel through 
White Mountain National Forest in New Hampshire 
& scenic train ride in Vermont. Tour begins/ends 
in Newark, NJ. Tours include deluxe motor coach 
transportation, additional sightseeing opportunities and 
quality game tickets/hotels. Call for a FREE brochure: 
507-217-1326.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress   #6258

WANTED
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

MEMBER 2021

TEXAS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

Looking for 
the Top Dog?

Parker County’s only locally-owned newspaper

It’s a local call •click • e-mail!
817-441-7661 • www.community-news.com

community-news.com
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CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 •SAT 8-2 WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Are you growing with us?”
Residential & Commercial

817-441-7777

• Topsoils & Custom 
Soil Blends

• Compost & Mulches
• Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas 
since l986

Pick up or Delivery Available

TACLA67709Ewww.jwmechanicalsystems.com

4 COMMON 
REASONS FOR 
HVAC FAILURE

IS YOUR SYSTEM 
READY THIS SEASON?

CALL 682-999-6062 
TODAY!

Heating and
Air Conditioning 

Maintenance Plans & 
Financing Options Available

Veteran Owned & Family Operated
Aledo Graduate - Class of ‘96

Debris Around the Unit
Heatpumps require approximately 18-24” of 
breathing room.

Improper Installation
This can reduce effi ciency by 30%.

Lack of Maintenance
Regular maintenance can increase a 
system’s life 5-6 years.

Improper Sizing
This causes strain on a 
system’s equipment, 
which will decrease 
the life of 
the unit.

RANCH HOUSE PROFESSIONAL BUILDING

126 RANCH HOUSE ROAD

MARCUS GLEATON, OD
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

ALEDO FAMILY EYE CARE
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

A MEMBER OF

visionsource-aledofamilyeyecare.com

Mark A. McAdams, DDS

Suite 800 • (817) 441-8003

CATLIN, LILLARD & CO. PC
Tax, Assurance,
Consulting,
Business Advisors

Suite 1200 • (817) 441-2600 • clc-cpa.com
S. Brian Catlin, CPA  Ralph Lillard, CPA

Trusted since 1977

23
96

58

Dale Mares, AAMS
817-441-5061
126 S. Ranch house Rd., #600
Aledo 

Insurance and discounts subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance 
Co. Life insurance offered through Allstate Life Ins. Co. & Allstate Assurance Co. Northbrook, IL; and American Heritage Life Insurance Co., 
Jacksonville, FL. Securities offered by Personal Financial Representatives through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA).  
Registered Broker-Dealer. Member FINRA, SIPC. Main Office: 2920 South 84th Street, Lincoln, NE 68506. (877) 525-5727. © 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

PROTECT YOUR WORLD

(817) 835-5000
www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or 
attend school in Tarrant, Denton, 

Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St. 

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union 

Winter Signing Day - Dec. 14

Bryan “BJ” Allen, University of Texas 
Family: Tiffany, Bryan Sr. and Jaden 
 

Brian Fleming, Northern Arizona University 
Parents: Taryn and Brian Fleming

Brayden Fowler-Nicolosi, Colorado State University 
Family: Rich, Tracy, Lily and Violet Nicolosi and Kinley Fowler-
Nicolosi 
 

Jason Llewellyn, University of Oklahoma 
Family: Paul and Cynthia Llewellyn

Ryan Williams, Stephen F. Austin State University 
Family: Krystal and Ashlee Stein, Dana Powell, Terry Huge, 
and Cantina and Carlos Williams

Logan Flinta, Colorado State University 
Family: Robbie Hill

PHOTOS BY MERCEDES MAYER
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Life insurance 
from a real-life 
person.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Get life insurance that comes 
with someone local (me).  
I’m here to help you protect 
your family’s financial future. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708148

Bobby J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX  76008

Bus: 817-441-9966
bobby@bobbyrigues.com

Don’t forget your four-legged 
family member when you travel!

• Boarding 

• Grooming 

• Heated & 
Cooled 

• Indoor & 
Outdoor Runs

• 24-Hour 
Attendant 

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071

Newly-Upgraded boarding facilities

16250 Old Weatherford Road 16250 Old Weatherford Road •• Aledo, Texas Aledo, Texas
For current Mass Times visit our website at:

www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org
For more information contact the Parish Offi  ce at 817-441-3500

FOOTBALL

Aledo tight ends reaffirms decision
Llewellyn opts to stay 
with Oklahoma
By Nolan Ruth
The Community News

Another signing day has come, 
and with the nation in a frenzy over 
their favorite colleges landing big 
players, one Aledo Bearcat almost 
had to make a last minute change.

Jason Llewllyn made his commit-
ment to the University of Oklahoma 
in February of 2021 and stayed vocal 
about his decision throughout the 
summer and football season. After 
the season came to an unfortunate 
close in the third round of the play-
offs, the four-star tight end was all 
set to sign his letter of intent, and 
even enroll early to join the squad 
for spring football.

However, on Sunday, Nov. 28, 
the football world was rocked when 
it was revealed that Oklahoma head 
coach Lincoln Riley would leave to 
take the head coaching job at the 
University of Southern California. 
With him went most of the Sooners 
coaching staff and multiple players 
that had entered the transfer portal.

On top of that, many recruits 
started to de-commit from 
Oklahoma and commit to different 
colleges. Many pundits questioned 
whether Llewellyn would de-com-
mit as well.

“It was definitely a crazy time,” 
Llewellyn said in an interview. “It 
was so out of the blue for everybody. 
Players, coaches, recruits, we had 
to take a step back. After the news 
broke I had a lot of different schools 
reach out to me. They still wanted 
me and told me they had a spot for 
me if OU wasn’t a great fit.”

Llewellyn grew up playing foot-
ball in Aledo. He along with friend 
Sammy Steffe went through the 
youth program, winning every super 
bowl they played in. When they got 
to middle school, they continued 
their run as they finished district 
champions in both seventh and 
eighth grade.

It was when Llewellyn got to high 
school that the recruiting process 
started, and Llewellyn continued to 
win with the Bearcats. Growing up 
a TCU fan, Llewellyn never imag-
ined playing for Oklahoma, until 
one phone call changed everything.

“Coach Finley texted me and we 
started talking, and then a couple 
days later he got me on the phone 
with coach Riley. From there, they 
were talking to me every day and 
recruiting me hard. I was able to do 
a virtual visit over Zoom, got to see 
the facilities, and then six days later 
I committed. Everything they had 
to offer and their background with 
tight ends, I just loved it so much.”

It seemed everything was locked 
in for Llewellyn until that fateful 
November day that flipped the 
script. For almost two weeks, the 
Sooners searched for a head coach 
while trying to hold on to whatever 
was left of their recruiting class.

Former head coach and college 
football Hall of Famer Bob Stoops 
was named the interim head coach 
for Oklahoma’s upcoming bowl 
game against Oregon. Almost imme-
diately, Stoops went on recruiting 
trips, including one to Aledo to visit 
Llewellyn.

“All I was thinking was that I 
could not wait to see who they would 
get as their head coach and offensive 

coordinator, too. I just waited, and 
waited, and waited.”

After a week and half, the 
Sooners announced the hiring of 
Clemson defensive coordinator 
Brent Venables. It was a move that 
excited Sooner fans, and Llewellyn 
was the first recruit called by the 
new coach.

“They hired him on a Sunday 
and then Monday morning I was his 
first call. He was great to just get on 
the phone with me to talk about his 
plan and what he is going to do, he 

still wants me and wants to use me. 
I thought it was a great hire and he 
kept coach Finley, which was huge. 
He was a big part of why I commit-
ted. Seeing all of those pieces fall 
into place was just the reassurance 
that I needed.”

After a brief visit to Texas Tech 
with their new head coach Joey 
McGuire, Llewellyn was ready to 
make his final decision. On Monday, 
Dec. 6, he made his announcement 
over Twitter.

“After a lot of prayer and taking 
everything in, there is no school I’d 
rather play for than the University of 
Oklahoma!!! The fans, the culture 
and the family that is OU is some-
thing special and something I want 
to be a part of for the rest of my life. 
BOOMER SOONER!”

On Wednesday, Dec. 15, 
Llewellyn made it official by signing 
his letter of intent and will join the 
Sooners immediately under a new 
regime and a bright future.

RAMON MORALES

Jason Llewellyn makes a fingertip catch for a touchdown in the Timberview game on Oct. 15.

Moritz Chevrolet · Chrysler · Jeep 
Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) · 817-696-2000

Moritz Kia · 8501 I-30 · 817-560-6000

Bearcats — Ladycats!Bearcats — Ladycats!

SuperSuper

Just for
Just for

Shaynne StoryShaynne Story
Eagle Scout!Eagle Scout!

Congratulations on your  
accomplishments!


