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PARKER COUNTY

Be on 
guard

Law enforcement  
officials caution about 
mail theft
Special to The Community NNews

This holiday season, many Parker 
County residents will order presents 
online, check their doorstep, and hap-
pily pick up their packages from the 
front door.

Unfortunately, some people will be 
disappointed because their presents 
will be gone.

“With Christmas rapidly approach-
ing, many people will be taking 
advantage of the convenience of online 
shopping,” said District Attorney Jeff 
Swain. “Unfortunately, thieves will also 
try to take advantage, stealing packages 
from people’s homes and businesses.” 

ON THE 
SIDE

Area residents have no 
shortage of choices for fun and 
entertainment this weekend.

For lovers of musical theatre, 
Aledo High School is presenting 
Mamma Mia! on Saturday and 
Sunday.

The Creative Arts Department 
at Trinity Christian Academy is 
doing a unique dinner theatre 
Friday and Saturday, “Who Done 
Stole the Bride?”

Friday night also brings addi-
tional choices: the CoHoHo 
Christmas Corridor tree light-
ing Hudson Oaks and The 
Nutcracker in Fort Worth.

Saturday is a major enter-
tainment day that begins with 
two area breakfasts with Santa. 
For fitness buffs, the Jingle Bell 
Run takes off in Fort Worth. 
Holidays at the Hearth will be 
held at the Log Cabin Village in 
Fort Worth.

In the realm of family fes-
tivals, the City of Aledo will 
host its annual “Christmas Time 
in Aledo,” and the Weatherford 
Chamber of Commerce hosts 
its annual Christmas on the 
Square and Weatherford Lights 
the Night parade, followed by 
the Jingle Ball in Weatherford.

We’re still not done with 
Saturday, though, but you can 
read about all the upcoming 
events on pages 6-7!

Turn to GUARD, page 3

ALEDO ISD

District 
among 
top five in 
metroplex 
for starting 
teacher salary
By Mercedes Mayer
Aledo ISD

Aledo ISD is in the top five 
among starting teacher salaries 
for the 2021-2022 school year 
according to a comparison of 49 
Dallas/Fort Worth school dis-
tricts completed by the United 
Educators Association.

With a starting teacher salary 
of $58,100, Aledo ISD ranks No. 
5 in the Metroplex, right behind 
No. 2 HEB ISD ($58,500), No. 
3 Arlington ISD ($58,400) and 
No. 4 Mansfield ISD ($58,300). 
Everman ISD ranks No. 1 at 
$60,008. For 2020-2021, Aledo 
ISD had the 11th-highest starting 
teacher salary in the metroplex at 
$56,000. 

“In Aledo ISD, we consis-
tently strive to have the premier 
teaching staff in the country, 
and we work very deliberately to 
attract and retain the best peo-
ple to serve our children as part 
of our team,” Superintendent Dr. 
Susan Bohn said. “Being more 
competitive with compensation 
in the local market is part of that 
work. Particularly at this time, 
our staff is very deserving of this 
increase as we have seen them 
work harder than ever before 
and continue to be dedicated to 
bringing high quality education 
to our students.”

With a commitment from 
the Board of Trustees to improve 
teacher salaries over the past 
several years, the district has 
made great strides specifically 
in improving salaries for teach-
ers with 20, 25, and 30 years 
of experience. Aledo ISD nearly 
ranks in the top one-third in the 
metroplex for all teacher salary 
comparison levels, and the dis-
trict is in the top one-fourth for 
salaries for those in years 0, 5, 10, 
15 and 20. 

“Our team of Trustees has 
really put a point of emphasis 
on paying our employees well 
and doing what we can to help 
both retain our veteran staff and 
recruit new, top-notch employ-
ees,” Board President Hoyt Harris 
said. “We have the best teachers 
and staff in north Texas, and we 
are so thankful for everything 
they do for our Bearcat students.”

Aledo ISD is: No. 5 for 0 
years ($58,100); No. 9 for 5 years 
($59,700), No. 12 for 10 years 
($61,600), No. 12 for 15 years 
($63,400), No. 11 for 20 years 
($65,400), No. 15 for 25 years 
($66,900) and No. 18 for 30 
years ($69,625).

Just five years ago (2016-
2017), Aledo ISD ranked in the 
bottom half of all salary catego-
ries among schools in the Western 
Metroplex, according to UEA.

Mamma Mia!

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Elizabeth Miller is shown in rehearsal for the Aledo High School production of Mamma Mia! The show 
is scheduled for Thursday, Dec. 2, Saturday, Dec. 4, and Sunday, Dec. 5. See “sneak preview” shots on 
page 2. Ticket information is on page 6.

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Behind a Guitar

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Matt Tedder is shown playing at a recent private event in Aledo.

Matt Tedder finds  
success as a musician
By Randy Keck
The Community News

Matt Tedder was first on the radar of The 
Community News back in 2008 – when he was 12 
years old, playing blues guitar and jamming with 
musicians far older.

At the time, he had recently met the legendary 
B.B. King for the second time — a 30-minute 
sit-down.

He continued playing and developing his skills 
through high school, and left home at age 17 to 
seek his fortune in Nashville.

Tedder now performs in the Fort Worth area, 
and has had an eventful career for someone not 
yet 30.

Although originally known for blues guitar, 
Tedder started out playing rock-and-roll.

He was about eight-years-old when he started 
playing guitar.

“Around nine is when I really started playing 
more,” Tedder said. “But it took a second to get 
into blues guitar. The first band I really liked was 
AC/DC.”

As a student of music, Tedder discovered that 
tracing steps backward, rock-and-roll took you to 
the blues.

Turn to TEDDER, page 5
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HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED 
CALL CIRRA NETWORKS TODAY

(817) 259-1100  |  www.cirranet.net

RANCH HOUSE PROFESSIONAL BUILDING

126 RANCH HOUSE ROAD

MARCUS GLEATON, OD
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

ALEDO FAMILY EYE CARE
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

A MEMBER OF

visionsource-aledofamilyeyecare.com

Mark A. McAdams, DDS

Suite 800 • (817) 441-8003

CATLIN, LILLARD & CO. PC
Tax, Assurance,
Consulting,
Business Advisors

Suite 1200 • (817) 441-2600 • clc-cpa.com
S. Brian Catlin, CPA  Ralph Lillard, CPA

Trusted since 1977

23
96

58

Dale Mares, AAMS
817-441-5061
126 S. Ranch house Rd., #600
Aledo 

Insurance and discounts subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance 
Co. Life insurance offered through Allstate Life Ins. Co. & Allstate Assurance Co. Northbrook, IL; and American Heritage Life Insurance Co., 
Jacksonville, FL. Securities offered by Personal Financial Representatives through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA).  
Registered Broker-Dealer. Member FINRA, SIPC. Main Office: 2920 South 84th Street, Lincoln, NE 68506. (877) 525-5727. © 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

PROTECT YOUR WORLD

Pastor, Clark Bosher
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Office:  817-443-9747

Fax:  817-887-2271

Mobile:  254-592-8739

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

ChristiJamesInsurance.com
Serving all your home, auto, business and life insurance needs.

CHRISTI  JAMES
BRANCH OWNER/AGENT

cjames@twfg.com

Independent agency serving all your home,  
auto, business and life insurance needs

NO MATTER YOUR NEED, 
WE HAVE YOU COVERED
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
A FREE QUOTE!

Office:  817-443-9747
Mobile: 254-592-8739
Email: cjames@twfg.com

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008 BRANCH OWNER

Office:  817-443-9747

Fax:  817-887-2271

Mobile:  254-592-8739

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

ChristiJamesInsurance.com
Serving all your home, auto, business and life insurance needs.

CHRISTI  JAMES
BRANCH OWNER/AGENT

cjames@twfg.com

817-901-9455
5050 S Hwy 5

Aledo, TX

EVERYONE WELCOME
WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC

16250 Old Weatherford Road 16250 Old Weatherford Road •• Aledo, Texas Aledo, Texas
For current Mass Times visit our website at:

www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org
For more information contact the Parish Offi  ce at 817-441-3500

Jim Martin
REALTOR®

Owner – MartinLandSales.com

5600 E. I-20 Service Rd S
Willow Park, TX 76008

Ofc:  817.441.2102
Fax:  817.441.2511

Cell:  817.538.6846
Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com  

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. and Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc:817-441-2425 • Fax: 817-441-2491
www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

FENCE SUPPLY

Wholesale to the Public

1508 Mineral Wells Hwy
Weatherford • 817-841-8577

@DuramexFenceSupplyWeatherford

FENCE SUPPLY
Come and check out our new store!

THE FINEST BRAND NEW BEST FEATURES NEVER BEEN USED 
NEW CONSTRUCTION  INDUSTRIAL FLEX  STATE OF THE ART 
COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR PARKER COUNTY PROFESSIONALS   

. VISIT WWW.CHAMPIONSBUSINESSPARK.COM TO LEARN MORE . 

Lori Fowler, Ph.D.
B R O K E R ,  O W N E R

405 S. FM 1187
Suite 400

817.825.8293
Charitablerealty.org

C H A R I T A B L E
R E A L T Y

Where Commissions become Donations

Over $550,000 Donated to Charity!

Call 817-441-7661 or email  
business@community-news.com  

to place an ad in The Community News

CLASSIFIED LINE ADS
30 words & 3 word header

* LIMITED TIME* ONLY
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“God gave us memory so that we 
might have roses in December.”

– James M. Barrie

Obituaries
David Franklin Morris

David Franklin Morris, 71, passed 
away Thursday, November 
25, 2021 in his home in 
Hudson Oaks. After a long 
fight with pancreatic can-
cer from September 2020, 
David moved from this 
world to his heavenly home 
on Thanksgiving Day. What 
a Thanksgiving gift the 
Lord gave to him!

David was born on 
February 11, 1950, in 
Hope, Arkansas. David 
was the youngest of five children 
born to Annie Louise Russell Morris 
and Jessie Franklin Morris (both 
deceased). David graduated from 
Hope High School as an honor stu-
dent. He earned a BS in Education 
from Henderson State University in 
Ouachita, Arkansas. 

David married Judy Brooks Morris 
from Alto, Texas, in 1977, celebrating 
44 years of marriage just a few days 
ago on November 19, 2021.

David taught English and History 
in public schools from 1968 – 1977. 
He retired from the US Postal Service 
after 35 years at the Fort Worth 
District main office 1977 – 2012.

David was a member of Christ 
Chapel Bible Church West Campus, 
located in Willow Park, Matt Lantz, 
campus pastor. He and Judy attended 
the traditional service under Pastor 
Ted Kitchens.

David is survived by his wife, 
Judy, and his two sons: Matt Morris 
and wife, Sarah, of Aledo, and Russ 
Morris and wife, Heather, also of 
Aledo. David was the best Dad to 
his sons, and boy did he love his 
girls, Sarah and Heather. However, 
his deep love as Pops to his six beau-
tiful grandchildren topped all other 
[Lily and Hannah, Truett and Hattie 
(twins) and Brooks and Bryce (also 
twins).

Additionally, David is survived by 
one sister, Reva Jo Morris Ferris and 
husband George, of New Braunfels, 

and nieces Kathy Ferris 
Bundt of New Braunfels and 
Rosemary Ferris Semotan 
of Everton, Missouri. There 
are numerous other fami-
ly members whom he loved 
dearly on both his and Judy’s 
side of the family.

David’s hobbies were 
genealogy research and his 
wooden toy business “Toys 
to Keepsakes.” If you live in 

the Aledo area you may have pur-
chased from him at local craft shows. 
Additionally, he liked photography 
and music.

David was preceded in death by 
his parents listed above, and his twin 
sisters Pauline and Corene Morris, 
and a brother, Carl Franklin Morris.

A service will be held at 1 p.m. 
Thursday, December 9, 2021, at 
Christ Bible Church West Campus 
in the HIVE building, 3910 E I-20 
in Willow Park. Pallbearers will be 
Josh Glaze, Clint Glaze, Brandon 
Barron, Travis Jones, Justin Dyas, 
and Alfredo Melo. A time for greeting 
the family will be held immediately 
following the service.

David requested that remem-
brances go to one of the following:

The Judy and David Morris 
Scholarship fund at Dallas Baptist 
University – established to provide 
tuition assistance for students:

Advancement Department
Dallas Baptist University
3000 Mountain Creek Parkway
Dallas, TX  75211
			
Stella Hill Memorial Library – a 

place dear to his heart where he spent 
many hours as a volunteer:

Stella Hill Memorial Library
PO Box 98
Alto, Texas 75925

The Community News 
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David Morris

“Criminals need to know that 
mail theft is a serious offense that 
can land you in jail or prison. It 
doesn’t matter if it’s stealing a 
letter delivered by the postal ser-
vice to your mailbox or a package 
delivered by UPS or Amazon to 
your doorstop, it’s a crime you can 
be arrested for either way,” Swain 
said.

“We investigate mail theft 
cases and arrest suspects on these 
offenses year round,” said Sheriff 
Russ Authier. “We are especially 
concerned about them during the 
holidays because of the increase 
in delivery volume and package 
value.” 

“I would strongly encourage 
anyone who has had a package 
stolen to report it to the Sheriff ’s 

Office or to your municipal police 
department. Even if your sto-
len package is not very valuable, 
please report it. You never know, 
your case may help us solve other 
thefts,” Authier said. 

“Whether it’s a felony or a 
misdemeanor, Parker County 
prosecutors and our county’s 
court system are ready and willing 
to handle mail theft cases,” said 
County Attorney John Forrest. 
“Like all theft offenses, mail theft 
drives up the cost of goods for 
consumers and retailers alike. 
Discouraging and deterring this 
conduct can make shopping more 
economical and profitable for 
everyone. The more of these crim-
inals we can catch and prosecute, 
the more of this kind of behavior 
we can deter.”

“Sometimes, people’s packag-
es can contain one-of-a-kind or 
difficult to find gifts,” Swain said. 

“During a holiday season in which 
retailers are confronted by supply 
chain problems, it’s even more like-
ly than normal that mail thieves 
are stealing a Christmas present 
that is not easily replaceable. The 
closer we get to Christmas, the 
more likely this is to be the case.”

“Stealing packages isn’t just 
Grinch-like, it’s criminal and will 
be treated accordingly,” Swain 
said.

To report mail or package theft 
or if you have surveillance foot-
age you believe shows someone 
stealing packages, call the Parker 
County Sheriff ’s Office at 817-594-
8845 or call your municipal police 
department.

Tips about mail theft can be 
made anonymously by calling the 
Parker County Crime Stoppers 
hotline at 817-599-5555 or 
1-800-942-STOP.

GUARD
from page one

KCSTUDIOS KATHY CHRUSCIELSKI

Vicki Contreras put leftover Halloween and Thanksgiving pumpkins to good use. She collected  pumpkins 
from her neighbors in Remade Ranch Estates and Walsh Ranch, and took them to Second Chance Farms ani-
mal rescue.
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Electronic giant Samsung announced 
last week that it will build a new semicon-
ductor manufacturing facility in the Central 
Texas town of Taylor, about 40 miles north-
east of Austin. The $17 billion investment 
will be the largest foreign direct investment 
in Texas to date and brings the company’s 
total investment in the state to $35 billion.

Samsung already operates a facility in 
Austin, its lone U.S. manufacturing plant. 
The deal was helped along with a $27 mil-
lion Texas Enterprise Fund grant, according 
to Gov. Greg Abbott’s office. In addition, 
city, county and school district officials put 
together incentive packages worth of hun-
dreds of millions of dollars, according to 
the Austin American-Statesman.

The project will create more than 
2,000 high-tech jobs, thousands of indirect 
jobs and at least 6,500 construction jobs. 
Construction is slated to begin early next 
year with a target completion date in the 
second half of 2024.

“Samsung Austin Semiconductor has 
been proud to call Texas home for more than 
25 years,” said Dr. Sang Sup Jeong, president 
of Samsung Austin Semiconductor. “We are 
excited about our growth and future oppor-
tunities in Central Texas and appreciate the 
support from all Central Texas leaders.”

Winter Storm Uri’s impact  
on pine trees studied

The damage caused by Winter Storm 
Uri to the state’s trees is still being assessed. 
While many hardwoods whose crowns 
turned brown after several days of bitter 
cold have recovered, pine trees in East Texas 
are now suffering from an invasion of bee-
tles. The beetles attack both stressed and 
healthy pine trees, but can only successfully 
invade severely stressed pine trees, such as 
those recovering from Uri.

“Looking back at the past nine months, 
the fact that these beetles are now taking 
center stage in the decline and death of 
our pine trees is inevitable,” said Allen 
Smith of the forest service. “Uri was a 
major stressor of trees, and the following 
extended droughty conditions throughout 
the pine regions of East Texas added addi-
tional stress.”

Standing beetle-killed trees should be 
removed and burned or otherwise disposed 
of to stop the emergence of beetles. Smith 
said the best-case scenario for pine trees is 
for a wet winter in East Texas so that trees 
have ample soil moisture when they start 
growing again in the spring.

State to get $400 million for 
charging stations

Texas is slated to receive $408 mil-
lion for electric car charging stations under 
the recently passed federal infrastructure 
plan and could apply for additional grants, 
according to The Dallas Morning News. The 
money comes under a Biden administration 

plan to shift half of passenger vehicle sales 
in the U.S. to electric vehicles by 2030.

The state needs more than 14,000 
charging stations to support the number 
of electric vehicles projected to be traveling 
on Texas roadways by 2030, according to a 
2018 report from  Environment Texas. The 
state had just over 52,000 registered elec-
tric vehicles as of last June, according to the 
Morning News story.

COVID-19 cases drop,  
as do deaths

While new cases of COVID-19 are 
spiking again in the Upper Midwest and 
Northeast, the number in Texas dropped 
during the past week to 14,745 — down 
36% from the previous week. The num-
ber of new deaths reported in Texas by 
the Coronavirus Resource Center at Johns 
Hopkins University in the past week totaled 
254, down 57% from the previous week.

However, the number of hospitaliza-
tions of lab-confirmed COVID-19 patients 
in the state was virtually unchanged at 
2,681, according to the  Texas Department 
of State Health Services.

The number of Texas who are fully vac-
cinated continues to inch upward, with 
15.838 million reported by DSHS as of 
Sunday. That is 54.3% of the state’s total 
population.

Still, while noting hospitalizations are at 
their lowest levels in many months, officials 
are still cautious. “We’re certainly in a better 
place right now than we have been in quite 
a while,” Chris Van Deusen, spokesperson 
for the Texas Department of State Health 
Services, told the  Texas Tribune. “But we 
are sort of starting to see things change 
again. And you know, if there’s one thing 
we know about this pandemic, it’s that it’s 
going to keep changing.”

Meanwhile, another variant of COVID-
19 named “Omicron” has been discovered 
in South Africa and several other countries. 
Experts are concerned that the new variant 
may spread more aggressively than previous 
versions and could prove to be resistant to 
current vaccines.

Experts urge Texans  
to get flu shots

A resurgence of influenza this winter 
is overdue, and Texans are urged to get 
vaccinated. 

“Flu is overdue right now,” Dr. Donald 
Murphey, an Austin pediatric infectious 
disease specialist and chair of the Texas 
Medical Association Council on Science and 
Public Health, told the Texas Newsroom.

“We should be concerned about flu 
returning. Flu is here every year consistent-
ly and last year, with mitigation for COVID, 
we didn’t have a flu season at all,” he said.

Murphey added that this year’s flu sea-
son could be even worse as the decline in 
COVID-19 cases leads to an increase in 
public gatherings with fewer people wear-
ing masks. The Texas Medical Association 
encourages flu shots for everyone 6 months 
of age and older. TMA says Texans can safe-
ly get vaccinated for the flu and COVID-19 
at the same time.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning 
Texas journalist. He published a number of 
community newspapers in Texas during a 
30-year span, including in Longview, Fort 
Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. 
Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

Capital Highlights

Samsung taps Taylor  
for new plant

Gary Borders
gborders@texaspress.com

I work very hard not to 
make judgements about 
people based on whatever 
“group” they may be a part of 
— whether it be a religion, a 
political party, an ethnicity, or 
an alma mater — even people 
who went to the University of 
Texas at Austin.

But I have to admit there is 
a group of people I have come 
to intensely dislike. They do 
not belong to a formal group. 
I do not know any of them 
personally. Yet I harbor a deep 
ill-will toward them all the 
same.

There are people and com-
panies who make thousands 
of unsolicited phone calls 
every day. I would venture to 
say that about 60 percent of 
the calls we receive at our 
office are unwanted, automat-
ed SPAM calls.

I do not know how much 
productivity we and other 
businesses lose in the course of 
a day due to unwanted phone 
calls. According to a 2015 arti-
cle in the Washington Post, 
“Interruptions at work can be 
maddening. Researchers at 
the University of California, 
Irvine, found after careful 
observation that the typical 
office worker is interrupted 
or switches tasks, on average, 
every three minutes and five 
seconds. And it can take 23 
minutes and 15 seconds just to 
get back to where they left off.”

The same is true on a per-
sonal level. Several months 
ago, someone (I guess) 
entered their phone num-
ber incorrectly on a form 

somewhere. All of a sudden I 
started getting phone calls for 
“Frankie.” Most of them had to 
do with products and services 
for senior citizens, particular-
ly Medicare.

Then the texts started 
coming. “Hey Frankie, have 
you ordered your special 
incense yet.”

The calls and texts came 
literally by the hundreds over 
the course of months.

Every time I would get 
such a call or text, I would 
block the number. 

On my iPhone now I 
have hundreds and hundreds 
of blocked contacts. I will 
say the volume has slowed 
down, although the crowning 
moment a couple of weeks ago 
was when I received a piece of 
mail addressed to Frankie.

Errrrrr.
So you may think, based 

on the opening paragraphs of 
this rant, that the group of 
people I intensely dislike are 
the ones behind the flood of 
SPAM calls to my business 
and personal phones, and to a 
degree you are right.

However, there is another 
group at whom my wrath is 
directed. You see, the reason 
all these nameless, faceless 
people and machines go to 
the expense of making all of 
these SPAM calls is because it 
evidently must work. I don’t 
think the calls would keep 
coming if no one was buying 
whatever they are selling.

So, to the customers of 
those people, I admit I don’t 
like you, and I’m telling you 
to “STOP IT!” Your gullibility 
or lack of critical judgement 
is making life miserable for 
others, and costing American 
business, I would wager, mil-
lions, if not billions of dollars.

So all of that said, I have a 
few tips for you if, like me, you 
are weary of SPAM calls.

The first clue is on our caller 
ID at work. Typically a SPAM 

call shows as “Unavailable” on 
Caller ID. On a rare occasion 
it is a customer, but usually 
SPAM.

If “Unavailable” shows up 
on a call at work, I answer, 
silently count to five, and then 
hang up if no one on the other 
end of the line says anything. 
Sometimes I hang up before 
five if I hear a tell-tale “bloop” 
sound that indicates it is a 
mechanized call.

If I answer and a recorded 
voice says “Please do not hang 
up,” I hang up.

In fact, if any recorded 
voice starts when I answer, I 
hang up.

On the personal level, 
there are addition tools, at 
least on my iPhone.

In addition to the abili-
ty to block specific numbers 
— which I admit is akin to 
spitting in the ocean to a 
degree — you have another 
significant tool available.

On your iPhone, go to 
Settings, then select “Phone.” 
The first setting on the fourth 
block (at least on my phone) 
is “Silence Unknown Callers.”

This option will keep your 
phone silent if anyone calls 
whose number is not in your 
address book. It will still show 
up as a missed call, but the 
call will not interrupt you.

Yay!
The silenced callers can 

still leave a message, but in 
my experience the SPAM’ers 
rarely, if ever, leave a message.

I take the additional step 
of blocking the numbers of 
silenced callers who do not 
leave a message.

Yes, I know. Spitting in the 
ocean.

The option under “Silence 
Unknown Callers” in the 
iPhone settings is “Call 
Blocking and Identification.”

This may be carrier spe-
cific, but my carrier (Verizon) 
will not let calls go through 

Slings&Arrows

Stop the madness!

Randy Keck
rkeck@community-news.com

Turn to SLINGS, page 5



Life&Communityy D e c e m b e r  3 ,  2 0 2 1
THE COMMUNITY NEWS 

w w w. c o m m u n i t y - n e w s . c o m

 5

from known 
SPAM’ers if 
this option is 
checked.

But ulti-
mately, short 
of legislation, 
the only way 
to stop and 
discourage 
the SPAM 
callers is not 
to do business with them.

Here is a good rule of thumb: if you receive 
a call, and you can’t verify that it is from a local 
business and a real person, hang up.

If someone is not proud enough of their 
business that they can’t bring themselves to 
identify their business, hang up.

If you ask who is calling and they hem and 
haw, hang up.

If enough of us band together and raise 
awareness, maybe the madness will stop.

SLINGS
from page four

“I liked rock-and-roll first. And 
then I figured out where it came 
from. It comes from the blues — all 
the greatest rock-and-roll bands will 
tell you that; the Rolling Stones, The 
Beatles, they all started out playing 
blues. So I kind of figured I’d better 
get a pretty good hold on that. I love 
listening and playing the blues ever 
since I was that young age.”

Like most successful musicians, 
the road at the beginning of the 
career is not usually well lit. Tedder 
started playing regularly at about 
13 or 14.

“Once I started playing guitar 
and performing, my parents would 
take me everywhere because I 
couldn’t drive,” Tedder said. “And 
as long as they were with me, I was 
getting into the bars as a performer. 
The bartender would say ‘Hey, y’all 
better watch that kid!’ And my par-
ents would say ‘don’t worry about it, 
give him a Coke!’”

The first place he played was 
The Point near Lake Worth. Tedder 
got a band together about that time 
and his band played at Johnny Mac’s 
Blues Bar.

We should point it out that the 
Matt Tedder Band was not made up 
of like-aged members. The young 
Tedder played with more experi-
enced musicians.

Of the locations, Tedder laughed, 
“these are not glamorous places, you 
know. They’re kind of rough. Just 
dive bar bar rooms.

“I remember playing at Johnny 
Mac’s Blues Bar. There were only 

two or three people in there, and 
two of those people were my par-
ents. And there was one drunk lady 
that kept on wanting to dance with 
my dad and I’m just thinking, ‘Man, 
this is this is one weird world.’”

And even at a younger age, 
Tedder got into the local blues 
circuit with legends such as Bugs 
Henderson and John Nitzinger.

”I was playing with those guys, 
and I remember sitting in with 
one of them at J&J’s Blues Bar,” 
Tedder said. “It was off of Jacksboro 
Highway. When you say ‘blues bar’ 
I mean this place really kind of had 
that juke joint feel about it. It was 
smoky and it had rafters for the 
roof. And on all the rafters there was 
women’s lingerie — old, dusty, like 
over the years, women taking their 
clothes off and throwing them up 
on the rafters. I’ve seen all this stuff 
at like 12!”

After he graduated from Aledo 
High School in 2013, Tedder headed 
for Music City.

“I was interested in forwarding 
my career with music and I had 
some friends living in Nashville. I 
moved to Nashville and just tried to 
find my way with guitar playing and 
songwriting, and found myself in 
different bands,” Tedder said. “And 
I would play on the streets out there 
in Nashville just to make a little bit 
more money. And I started making 
friends out there and that began 
more of an education for me, as far 
as music goes.”

In forwarding his career, Tedder 
had a couple of YouTube videos out, 
and those caught the attention of 
the people from “The Voice.”

“They had just sent me an email. 
At first, I kind of thought it was 
spam,” Tedder said. “I didn’t audi-
tion for the show. Their casting 
emailed me and asked if I would 
have any interest.”

The invitation piqued his 
curiosity.

“I never really pictured myself 
being on a show like that,” Tedder 
said. “But at that time, that was like 
two and a half years of me living in 
Nashville, and nothing really was 
quite ticking up, and I was open to a 
new opportunity like that.

“All they said was, ‘send a video 
of you describing yourself and a 
song that you would like to sing on 
the Blind Audition.’”

After expressing his interest, 
there was a slew of paperwork and 
then found himself on a flight to Los 
Angeles.

The initial episodes of The Voice 
are recorded for later broadcast.

“I had done my taping and knew 
that I was going to be on the show,” 
Tedder said. “And I thought, ‘okay, 
life’s gonna get kind of weird here 
pretty soon in about a month and 
a half when they air it.’ So I figured 
I’m gonna go home and spend some 
time at home and just be with my 
family for a little bit because I was 
anticipating a career take-off in a 
little bit.”

Tedder got some gigs in Fort 
Worth, and as a 20-year-old about 
to turn 21, he decided to return to 
Fort Worth.

“There’s so many people in 
Nashville doing music,” Tedder said. 
“So I came back home for a lit-
tle while, and I thought, ‘Man, I’m 
making a bit more money here. My 
family’s here.’ And to be honest, 
I just kind of missed home and I 
didn’t feel like I was going anywhere 
quickly in Nashville.”

While Tedder did get more work 
at the time “The Voice” aired, he 
does not see the experience as a 
career-forwarding move.

“It did help me get more of a 
reputation and things around town, 
but I’m still having to work just as 
hard as if I was not on that TV show, 
because all that stuff fades rather 
quickly,” he said. “Unless you just 
want to label yourself as ‘Mr. So and 
so from The Voice,’ you can do that 
and make a pretty good living at it. 
But I didn’t want to do that.”

Tedder said he has been “pretty 
hush-hush” about the experience.

“If someone asks me or someone 
talks to me about it, I’ll talk to them. 
But I’m not going to tell somebody 
I’m working with that I was on 
‘The Voice’ or anything like that. I 
don’t feel shamed by it or anything 
like that. But it just feels like it has 
a weird connotation in the music 
world as far as serious musicians go. 
It’s been a mix of emotions with that 
whole experience.”

Fast-forward to now, and Tedder 
is making a comfortable living doing 
what he has loved since he was eight 
— making music and making his 
way on his own terms.

To find out more about Matt 
Tedder, visit facebook.com/
mattteddermusic.

TEDDER
from page one
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DOWN

  1  Houston space org.
  5  some Texans have
      big ones
  6  TX Barry Corbin
      fi lm: “The Night
      the Lights ____
      Out in Georgia”
  7  gusher (____out)
  8  GPS accident
      avoidance? (2 wds.)
17  TXism: “confused __
      _ goat on astroturf”
18  TXism: “a watched
      pot _____  _____”
21  country of Texas
      (abbr.)
22  TX Drew Brees’
      number as a Saint 
23  this Tommy lost a 
      coin fl ip and thus
      was not on TX
      Holly’s fateful fl ight 
24  this gold medalist
      Mary Lou now lives
      in Houston
29  TXism: “____
      scootin’” (dancing)
30  a stallion, or a type
      of poker
31  hosp. trauma area
32  leading male star of
      1945 “San Antonio”
34  Nacogdoches’ FM
      KJCS started with
      this call sign
35  this agcy. approved
      3 COVID vaccines
36  TXism: “a sight for
      ____  ____”
      (pleasing)
37  snow glider
38  TX-based bus com-
      pany: ____hound

  1  home of “Schlitter-
      bahn WaterPark
      Resort” (2 wds.)
  2  TX Nolan Ryan, as
      a baseball pitcher  
  3  Sutton County seat
  4  TXism: “green __
      ___-week-old corn”
      (inexperienced)
  9  Texas has 563,000
      members of one
10  camping shelter
11  Adam’s mate
12  Ricky Nelson plane
      crashed near
      __Kalb, TX in 1985

39  “red touch ______, ____
      _ feller” (coral snake)
41  lion exhibit sounds at
      the Abilene Zoo
42  world distress signal
43  “___  __ omission”
44  this Burleson was fi rst
      president of Baylor
45  TXism: “up __ snuff”
46  Metroplex airport
47  be given out
48  “Red River Rivalry” month

50  increase
      the bet in
      poker
51  express disgust
52  TXism: “take a
      look ___”
      (investigate)
53  “to ___ is human” 13  talked tediously  

14  TXism: “talked _
      ____ streak”
      (TXism for 13 down)
15  TXism: “____ me a
      bill of goods” (lied)
16  “‘___ the season”
19  part of Abilene
      metro area
20  atomizers
22  mats to prevent
      slippage (2 wds.)
24  TX Ely who was a
      TV Tarzan (init.)
25  plural of 31-across
26  former Cowboy
      quarterback, Aikman
27  “laid __  ____”
      (buried)

28  Chief “___-___-te-
      ka gave Houston
      his Indian name
29  part of Wichita 
      Falls metro area
30  “can ___  _ country
      mile” (good eyes)
33  soap ingredient
34  Wichita Falls AM
      before KWFS

35  employees/share-
      holders lost billions
      in Enron _____
37  TXism: “write ____
      _____ he can’t
      read fast”
38  TXism for “errand
      boy”
40  “__  ___ a penny,
      in for a pound”
41  in Haskell County
      on U.S. 380
44  donned after a bath
47  this TX James won
      the Medal of Honor
49  66 TX high schools
      have this mascot
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Laughter has always been 
a big part of my life. Even 
though I grew up in those 
days of the Great Depression, 
there was always laughter. 
Early pioneers in Texas didn’t 
often have a lot to laugh about, 
but one of those settlers was a 
young man who was unusu-
ally strong called “Strap” by 
everyone except the Tonkawa 
and Karankawa Indians (they 
called him “Kokulblothetoff ” 
which means Red Sun of Blue 
Thunder).

Strap came from Virginia 
and was in Texas long before 
Stephen F. Austin arrived. 
Strap fought at Goliad in 1812 
with the Gutierrez-Magee 
expedition. He built a cabin 
in Fayette County on the 
Colorado River.

A lot of travelers came 
his way and as there were 
no accommodations for them 
they usually ended up at 
his place. He fed and enter-
tained them all … including 
Austin. But when Austin and 
his colony established civil 
government, Austin claimed 
the land that Strap Buckner 
considered his own by squat-
ters rights.

Austin wanted that land 
and was determined to get it. 
Strap was just as determined 
to hold on to it. He even went 
to Matamoras, Mexico seek-
ing help. And then he called 
a meeting with the settlers 
to protest Austin’s actions. 
Austin decided to have Strap 
arrested.

Now this young man was 
huge and his strength was 
legendary. He was also good-
natured and when he patted a 
man on the back he frequent-
ly knocked him down, all the 
while smiling from ear to ear. 
One of those friendly gestures 
left one man severely injured. 
Strap felt so bad about it that 
he took care of the man until 
he regained his breath.

Soon Strap’s fame spread 
across Texas and grew into 
another frontier legend. No 
one crossed him and certainly 
no one wanted to arrest him. 
Austin ordered Andrew Raff 
to arrest Strap for seditious 
conduct, Raff conveniently 
became ill and remained so 
until Austin and Buckner set-
tled their differences.

Ramblin’ 
Reubene

Reubene Scott
news@community-news.com

Red Sun 
of Blue 

Thunder

Turn to REUBENE, page 11B
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◗ Youthful Tedder embarking on 
musical career
By Erin Cooper
The Community News

As a young child, Matt Tedder never dreamed 
that a simple game of hide-and-go-seek with his 
older sister would change his life, but it did. While 
playing the game, they found an old guitar lying 
under a bed.

“My sister started to play it and she got the fi rst 
lesson and then she gave up; I got the lessons after 
that and I never stopped playing the guitar after 
that,” he said.

The guitar belonged to his father, Charles, who 
began teaching him how to play the instrument. 
Charles was a fan of country legends, like Hank 
Williams and Merle Haggard, but his son gravi-
tated towards the blues.

“He (Charles) just wanted me to play guitar, too; 
I wanted to, he didn’t have to make me because 
usually I would be the one always trying to play,” 
Tedder said.

Tedder, 12, has now been playing the guitar for 
nearly fi ve years. He currently owns fi ve guitars 
– Gibson Les Paul, Fender Stratocaster, Fender 
Bullet, Sigma Acoustic and Takamine Acoustic. 
While most guitars feel natural in his hands, his 
favorite is the Gibson Les Paul because it seems 
easier to play, he said. One of the reasons he likes 
the guitar so much is because it challenges him.

“It’s kind of hard to play (guitar) and I like to do 
something that you have to work at,” Tedder said. 
“Also, it’s fun and enjoyable because it’s easier than 
a job and you get paid for something you really like 
to do.”

While he has played at many different locations 
during his short career thus far, he has yet to make 

a profi t, except for the experience. He has played at 
several places, such as McDavid Studios, Ridglea 
Theater and several restaurants.

“I don’t get paid at all and I don’t really care 
about getting paid yet, because I want to do it for 
fun right now,” Tedder said. “Maybe if something 
happens, it will start to pay.”

Tedder hopes one day that his guitar playing 
will make him famous and thinks it will take about 
a decade to achieve fame.

“I think we’re talking about 10 years, when I am 
20-something,” he said.

If fame doesn’t come knocking on his door, 
Tedder has a backup plan.

“I want to get really big famous and if I don’t I 
want to get a good education, a masters degree in 
something like engineering,” he said. “I’m going to 
keep an effort on my guitar to try to make it all the 
way to the top.”

Tedder’s favorite subjects in school currently are 
science and math because he enjoys working with 
numbers. He also knows how importance of an 
education, having heard about it from one of the 
world’s most famous blues guitarists – B.B. King.

“When I went to McDavid Studios, I met the 
manager of Bass Hall and I told the guard outside 
I was MoJo, that’s what they called me that one 
night,” he said. “He came back out and said, ‘You’re 
a winner.’ I met B.B. that fi rst time.”

The fi rst meeting with King was short and 
sweet and Tedder got a poster autographed, but the 
second time was much more meaningful.

“The second time we had a 30-minute conversa-
tion and he told me how important school was and 
to get a good education,” he said. “He’s just a really 
nice guy to talk to, almost like a grandfather.”

Tedder has also met Dallas legend Bugs 
Henderson, but there was one guitarist he never 

got the chance to meet.
“I wish I could have met (the late) Stevie Ray 

Vaughn because he was my favorite guitar player,” 
he said.

Blues is Tedder’s choice of musical genres to 
play and currently he can play around 10 songs.

“I’m not playing that many songs because I’m 
progressing in my guitar, trying to get new stuff to 
play,” he said. “I like to play this one song called, 
‘Big Boss Man’ by Jimmy Reed. It’s a really old song 
from when Blues fi rst started. I always thought it 
sounded like ‘Memphis, Tennessee,’ it has the same 
beat. It’s a pretty fun song to play.”

Tedder can play songs, but can he write them? 
He hasn’t tried yet, but gets encouragement from his 
mother, Hatice, the nurse at Aledo High School.

“My mom wants me to, but I haven’t gotten into 
that much; I think I should get my singing and my 
guitar playing better,” he said.

His parents are some of his biggest fans and his 
biggest supporters.

NEVER TOO YOUNG FOR THE BLUES

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Top: Matt Tedder plays the guitar in his room. | 
Above: Tedder plays with other musicians at a jam 
session. 

PHOTO BY ERIN COOPER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Turn to BLUES, page 6B

Tedder (age 12) was featured in 
the Feb. 15, 2008 issue of The 
Community News.
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Sports

ON 
THE SIDE

Spring Baseball 
Registration
Aledo Athletics Inc has 
announced that online reg-
istration will be available 
through Jan. 31 for players 
returning from 2012. In-per-
son signups for new or all 
other players will be from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 
12 and Saturday, Jan. 19 at 
the McAnally Intermediate 
School cafeteria. New players 
should take a copy of his/her 
birth certificate for age verifi-
cation. Fees are $140 for ages 
5 and up, and $80 for ages 
3-4 (honkball). Tryouts will 
be Feb 9-10 at times to be 
announced. For more informa-
tion, visit www.aledoathletics.
com or email info@aledoath-
letics.com.

Aledo Chili Supper
The annual Aledo Chili 
Supper, Silent Auction and 
Style Show will run from 5-
8 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 26 at 
the Aledo Community Center, 
104 Robinson Court, across 
from City Hall. Tickets are $5 
per adult and $3 per child 8 
and under. Tickets may be 
purchased at Aledo City Hall, 
East Parker County Library 
or the East Parker County 
Chamber of Commerce. All 
proceeds go to benefit the 
Aledo Community Center to 
help keep rental fees low.

Bearcat Bootcamp
The 2013 Bearcat Bootcamp 
workouts will run at 6:30 p.m. 
Mondays and Wednesdays at 
the Aledo ISD indoor practice 
facility through June 1. Cost 
for the public fitness program 
is $125 for single and $200 
for two. All proceeds ben-
efit Aledo student athletes. 
For more information, email 
bearcatbootcamp@live.com.

Genealogy and 
Historical Society
The East Parker County 
Genealogy and Historical 
Society will start the year 
off with its annual busi-
ness meeting at 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 19. Following 
election of officers and dis-
cussion of program activities 
for the year, those wishing 
can join the group for a dutch 
treat lunch in the area.  The 
meeting will be held at the 
Willow Park Community 
Center at the intersection 
of Ranch House Rd. and 
Stagecoach Trail in Willow 
Park (Exit 418 of I-20).

ALEDO

Council 
looks at 
improvements 
to Aledo Trail
◗ Approves landscaping 
improvements at Parks 
of Aledo
By Phil Major
The Community News

Two major projects in Aledo 
received attention from the city 
council Dec. 20.

Construction on the Aledo 
Trail project, impacting the rail-
road crossing on Farm Road 1187 
near downtown, is set to begin in 
February.

Parker County opened the 
bids Dec. 6, according to engi-
neer Chris Bosco with Freese and 
Nichols engineering fi rm.

Low bid was submitted by 
McMahon Contracting of Irving 
for $3,175,592. The project is a 
part of the Parker County 2008 
Transportation Bond and is being 
completed in conjunction with 
the widening of FM 1187 from 
Interstate 20 to the downtown 
area.

Bosco presented the coun-
cil with four bid alternates for 
upgrades to the project.

City Manager Ken Pfeifer said 
the alternates will be requested 
from Parker County if funds are 
available.

Improvements include upgrad-
ed lighting, concrete parking areas 
(versus asphalt), improved sign 
poles and improved crosswalks.

Total of the improvements to 
be requested is $119,173, Pfeifer 
said.

If the county cannot afford the 
improvements, the council will 
have to revisit the issue, he said.

The city is budgeting $24,950 
toward the improvements.

Aledo Trail will route south-
bound traffi c onto a new railroad 
crossing near city hall to the west 
of the current crossing, which will 
become a one-way northbound 
crossing - essentially creating a 
one way loop with two lanes cross-
ing the tracks in each direction.

Construction is expected to be 
complete by the year’s end.

Improvements in the landscap-
ing and hardscaping for the entry 
ways and parks in the Parks of 
Aledo subdivision improvements 
also met the council’s approval.

Justin Welborn, project man-
ager for the subdivision off Bailey 
Ranch Road, said the developers 
were not happy with the origi-
nal landscaping and switched to 
another fi rm. The new concept is 
“much closer to what we had envi-
sioned,” he said. It ties in with the 
native character of the landscape. 
Features include a mix of native 
and cut limestone and a restored 
meadow look, with more native 
plants.

The council added its approv-
al to that of the Planning and 
Zoning Commission, which also 
reviewed the changes.

Also approved was a plat for 
Specialty Research Associates at 
426 Circle Dr. The fi rm plans to 
expand its facilities.

The approval is subject to a 
review of utility easements.

Turn to ALEDO, page 2

Passion and Passion and 
AmbitionAmbition

◗ Tedder ‘fi nds himself ’ 
at the guitar
By Kathy Chruscielski
The Community News

Blues guitarist Matt Tedder 
says, “I’ve found who I am and what 
I’m supposed to be doing here.” 
The Aledo High School senior has 
a passion for music and the ambi-
tion to travel the world playing 
guitar. With graduation only weeks 
away, Matt has been busy working 
in the studio and playing guitar in a 
church praise band, but still made 
time for a recent benefi t in honor 
of his friend Eric Willoughby. 

Eric, also a senior at Aledo High 
School, has been battling Ewing’s 
sarcoma, a rare and aggressive 
bone cancer, for the more than 
two years. Tedder’s “Honoring a 
Warrior” event at the Willow Park 
Railhead restaurant last month 
raised almost two thousand dol-
lars and collected six boxes of gifts 
for cancer patients at Children’s 
Medical Center. Proceeds will bene-
fi t 1million4anna.com, a local non-
profi t foundation named for a teen 
who lost her battle with Ewing’s 
sarcoma.

Turn to MATT, page 2

KATHY CHRUSCIELSKI/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo High School senior Matt Tedder sings “Sweet Home Chicago” at a December concert to honor his friend 
Eric Willoughby.

KATHY CHRUSCIELSKI/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Eric Willoughby (left), a friend of Matt Tedder, has been battling Ewing’s 
Sarcoma for two years.

Jan. 20, 2013 feature

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The Marcia Walters Memorial Thanksgiving Trot raised a record $93,000 on Nov. 25. Follow-up stories and photos 
will appear next week.

Looking for the 
Top Dog?

THE COMMUNITY NEWS
Parker County’s only  

locally-owned newspaper

It’s a local call •click • e-mail!

817-441-7661 
www.community-news.com

rkeck@community-news.com

Harlem stride piano 
lecture/recital to 
feature WCIPC finalist   

Chengcheng Ma will host a 
free piano lecture/recital on 
Friday, Dec. 3, at 7:30 p.m. in 
Weatherford College’s Alkek Fine 
Arts Center. The lecture’s theme is 
Thomas “Fats” Waller: A Giant of 
Harlem Stride Piano. 

Ma, a doctoral student at Boston 
University, was a finalist in the 2021 
Weatherford College International 
Piano Competition. He will perform 
with special guests Dr. Hyeyoung 
Song on piano and WC student 
Elijah Thomas on drums. 

Harlem stride, or simply 
“stride,” is a style of jazz piano that 
was developed in large cities of 
the East Coast in the 1920s and 
1930s as an extension of ragtime. 
The lecture will include historical 
and biographical information on 
Fats Waller and the stride style, 
followed by a scholarly analysis 
of several compositions by Waller. 

“Taking time as a classically 
trained pianist to investigate and 
appreciate the creations and tech-
niques that came out of Harlem 
stride piano in the 1920s-40s is 

both interesting and enlighten-
ing,” Ma said. “There is a great 
deal of worthy information and 
approaches we can explore and 
can gain much by studying the 
transcriptions and recordings of 
the time period. Pianists of any 
genre will be inspired by the great 
pieces and performances by Fats 
Waller and other stride giants.” 

Following the lecture, Ma will 
perform some of Waller’s most nota-
ble original and arranged solo and 
duet pieces, including “Honeysuckle 
Rose” (1929), “Handful of Keys” 
(1929), “Viper’s Drag” (1934, arr. 
Chris Conz), “Georgia On My 
Mind” (Hoagy Carmichael/arr. Fats 
Waller, 1941) and “Carolina Shout” 
by James P. Johnson (1921). 

“In the past years, we musi-
cians realized that music is much 
more powerful when it’s shared 
in person,” Ma said. “I especially 
want to express my thankfulness 
to Dr. Hyeyoung Song for making 
it happen. I very much looking 
forward and hope to see you there 
in early December!” 
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DECEMBER 3

Mamma Mia!
The Aledo Players will pres-
ent Mamma Mia, a musical 
romantic comedy based 
on the music of ABBA, 
Thursday, Saturday, and 
Sunday, Dec. 2, 4, and 5.

Thursday and Saturday 
performances will be at 7 
p.m. The Sunday perfor-
mance will be at 2 p.m. 
in the Aledo High School 
Auditorium.

Adult tickets are $15. 
Student and senior citizen 
tickets are $10, with VIP 
seats (rows 1-5) $25.

To purchase tickets, visit 
https://tx-aledo.intouchre-
ceipting.com/signin.

Who Dun Stole the Bride
Trinity Christian Academy’s 
Creative Arts Department 
will present a unique dinner 
theatre on Dec. 2-4.

When country gal Katie 
Sue Eckley and classy Bill 
Madison get a hankerin’ 

to tie the knot, not every-
one jumps for joy. Just as 
they’re fixin’ to get hitched, 
Katie dun disappears! The 
audience guesses up a 
storm. In the end, all is 
made known and a whoo-
eee, rip-roarin’ good time 
is had by all. Everyone is 
reminded that judgin’ each 
other by how we live, look, 
or talk ain’t God’s way.

Performances will be at  6 
p.m. on Thursday-Saturday, 
Dec. 2-4, with an additional 
12 p.m. performance on 
Saturday, Dec. 6.

General admission is $20 
and a table for 10 is $175.

Tickets are only available 
at https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/who-dun-stole-the-
bride-tca-dinner-theater-
tickets-199348726407.

Cost includes dinner and 
show. Guests will choose 
one dinner option for each 
person in their party.

CoHoHo Christmas 
Corridor tree lighting, 
Hudson Oaks
The City of Hudson Oaks 
will kick off its free holiday 
light display with a tree 
lighting, followed by an 
‘Elf” showing and free hot 
chocolate at 6 p.m., Friday, 
Dec. 3.

For more information, visit: 
https://www.facebook.com/
events/344855224075952/

The Nutcracker, Fort Worth
Ballet Frontier will pres-
ent the Nutcracker ballet 
Friday, Dec. 3 through 
Sunday, Dec. 5 at Will 
Rogers Memorial Center 
in Fort Worth. Shows are 
7:30 p.m. Friday, 2 p.m. and 
7:30 p.m. Saturday and 2 
p.m. Sunday. Tickets are 
between $35-55.

For more information visit: 
https://www.balletfrontier.
org/

DECEMBER 4

Breakfast with Santa, 
Hudson Oaks
The Rock Team Gymnastics 
will host its Breakfast with 
Santa event from 8 a.m. 
to noon on Saturday, Dec. 
4 at the Rock Gymnastics 
in Hudson Oaks. Advanced 
tickets are $15 per child, 
while tickets at the door are 
$20 per child. One adult 
plate is free with each child 
ticket. The event includes 
open gym and Santa pic-
tures.

For more information, 
visit: https://www.face-
book.com/events/s/
breakfast-with-san-
ta/187332653561449/

Breakfast with Santa
Aledo United Methodist 
Church will host a free 
Breakfast with Santa from 
9-10:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
Dec. 4, at 100 Pecan Dr. in 
Aledo.

In addition to a free break-
fast of ham sliders, little 
smokies, fruit and cheese, 
and donuts, there will be 
crafts, games, and photos 
with Santa.

Jingle Bell Run, Fort Worth
The Arthritis Foundation’s 
Jingle Bell Run kicks off at 
9 a.m., Saturday, Dec. 4 at 
Trinity Park. Registration is 
$40 per person.

For more information, visit: 
https://www.fortworth.com/
event/2021-jingle-bell-run-
north-texas/31567/

Holidays at the Hearth, 
Fort Worth
The Log Cabin Village hosts 
its Holidays at the Hearth 

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 4. Holiday 
activities include games, 
Santa photos, DIY orna-
ment-making and more. 
Ages 3 and younger are 
free. Tickets are $8 for 
adults; $7 for children and 
seniors, 60 and older; $6 
for groups of 10 and more.

For more information, visit: 
https://www.fortworth.
com/event/holidays-at-the-
hearth/31474/

Christmas on the Square/
Lights the Night Parade, 
Weatherford
Weatherford Chamber of 
Commerce’s Christmas on 
the Square is 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 4 
in the Historic Downtown 
Square. The 2nd annual 
Weatherford Lights the 
Night Parade will follow 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Ninth 
Grade Center.

For more information visit: 
https://www.weather-
ford-chamber.com/cham-
ber-events/christmas-on-
the-square.html

Jingle Ball, Weatherford
Downtown Weatherford’s 
Jingle Ball begins at 
6:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 
4 with street dance and 
performance by the Royal 
Dukes. The event followed 
Christmas on the Square 
and the Weatherford Lights 
on the Night parade.

For more information 
visit: https://www.face-
book.com/events/down-
town-weatherford/jin-
gle-ball/967451847138909/

Christmas Time in Aledo, 
Aledo
Aledo celebrates its 10th 
annual Christmas on the 
Square event with food, 

music, entertainment, 
children’s activities, and 
the official Christmas 
Tree lighting at 6 p.m. 
with Mayor Kit Marshall 
and Santa Claus at Aledo 
Community Center. 
Activities run from 5-9 p.m. 
For more information visit: 
https://www.facebook.com/
discoveraledo/

A Fifth of Christmas, Fort 
Worth
Arts Fifth Avenue presents 
A Fifth of Christmas, an 
adults-only holiday show 
at 8 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 4. 
Tickets are $12 per person. 
Masks or proof of vaccination 
will be required. For more 
information, visit: www.
tinyurl.com/Fiftjof2021

Chilly Winter Ball, Fort 
Worth

The Fort Worth Swing Dance 
Syndicate will host its Chilly 
Winter Ball with La Pompe 
from 8 p.m. to midnight on 
Dec. 4 at DanceMakers of 
Texas in Fort Worth. Tickets 
are $20 each.

DECEMBER 5

Aledo Middle School Honor 
Winds Send-Off, Aledo
The Aledo Middle School 
Band Honor Winds Send-off 
Concert (for the Midwest 
Clinic) will be at 11 a.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 5, at UNT 
Meyerson Symphony Center 
in Denton. 

Holiday Memorial Service, 
Weatherford
Galbreaith Pickard Funeral 
Chapel will host its 17th 
annual memorial service 
for passed family members 
from 3 to 5 p.m., Sunday, 
Dec. 5. Bring an ornament 
for the memorial ornament 
tree. RSVP is requested.

For more information, visit: 
https://www.facebook.
com/events/s/17th-an-
nual-holiday-memori-
al-s/287667969930582/

DECEMBER 6

Aledo Middle School and 
McAnally Band Winter 
Concert Aledo
The Aledo Middle School 
and McAnally Band Winter 
Concert (No Winds) will be 
held at 7 p.m. Monday, Dec. 
6, at the Aledo High School 
Auditorium.

Rotary Club of Aledo
The Rotary Club of Aledo 
meets from 11:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. the first and third 
Monday of each month at 
Sunny Street Cafe, 229 
Shops Blvd. Suite 103 in 
Willow Park. For more infor-
mation, visit aledorotary.
org.

DECEMBER 7

AHS choir concert, Aledo
The Aledo High School 
Choir Christmas Concert 
will begin at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 7, at 
the Aledo High School 
Auditorium.

DECEMBER 8

Breakfast with Santa
Faith Presbyterian Church 
in Aledo will host a potluck 
breakfast for dinner from 
6-8 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 
8, at 301 Bailey Ranch 
Road in Aledo. For more 
information, visit: www.
faithaledo.com.

DECEMBER 9

AHS Band Concert, Aledo
The Aledo High School 
Band Christmas Concert 
(Symphonic Band, Wind 
Band and Jazz I Band) will 

www.metalmar ts.com

817-599-4186 • Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street • Weatherford, Texas 76087

GOING GREEN with COOL ROOFING

�
�

ENERGY EFFICIENT 
& LOOKS GREAT!

WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN

MULTIPLE SIZES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 25 years!

MMMetal Mart
THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
� RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
� CUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING � PURLIN & TUBING
� EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
� MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS � POWER TOOLS
� VENTS & SKYLIGHTS � HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
� SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT � INSULATION
� SEALANTS & CLOSURES � CARPORT PACKAGES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 28 years!

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
DAILYDAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
• LASER THERAPY
• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
• ONCOLOGY
• ENDOSCOPY 

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

103 W. Church • 817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

Propane Sales 
and Service

On the Square 
in Weatherford

YEARSYEARS
OF PROPANE

1958-2019

621 NORTH FM 1187 ALEDO, TX 76008
PHONE: 441-2702 FAX: 817-441-2708

COVID-19 VACCINES NOW  
AVAILABLE • COVID-19 ANTIBODY  

AND ANTIGEN TESTS $75  
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

OTHER VACCINES:
INFLUENZA • PNEUMOCOCCAL

SHINGLES • HEPATITIS A&B
TETANUS

Gift Store  
Now Open

Auto – Home – Life

Business – Legal Shield

705 N FM 1187
P O Box 967

Aledo, Texas 76008
www.doylemoss.com

817-441-9053
fax 817-441-7145

We represent:
• Germania
• State Auto
• Allstate
• Progressive
• Safeco
• and many others

Serving Aledo, Parker County and Texas

Doyle Moss
doyle@doylemoss.com

Linda Moss
linda@doylemoss.com

http://www.doylemoss.com
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Classifieds

TexSCAN Week of 
Nov. 28-Dec. 4, 2021

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. Starting 
at $650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde Counties - 
free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval County 
- whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 30-year 
fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. Call 
toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTION
Texas Multi-Property Auction – A Cyber Monday 
Online-Only Event: Commercial Land, Country & 
Luxury Homes, Apartment Complex. Bid now thru 
Nov. 29. United Country Real Estate, 903-686-0636 or 
409-656-9638. TXMultiPropertyAuction.com.

EVENTS
Merry on Main – Dec. 3-4. This two-day annual 
Christmas event is conveniently located at historic 
downtown Main St. in Pleasanton, Texas - just 30 
minutes south of San Antonio. Merry on Main provides 
activities for the entire family – local craft and retail 
vendors, food vendors and food trucks, live music, 
carolers, children events and more! Each night will 
provide a different activity for the family to enjoy. 
www.merryonmain.org.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 
power during utility power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 
1-855-704-8579.

LOG HOMES
Log Homes – Pay only the balance owed. Just Released: 
American Log Homes is assisting estate & account 
settlement on houses. Log Home kits selling for balance 
owed, free delivery. Model #101 Carolina, bal. $17,000; 
Model #203 Georgia, bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, 
bal. $14,500; Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View 
plans at www.americanloghomesandcabins.com; 
704-368-4528.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress   #6258

WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001. 

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

. . Never been manufacturedNever been manufactured

. . NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERYNO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY 

.   .   Comes with complete building  Comes with complete building  
blueprints and Construction Manualblueprints and Construction Manual

NEW HOMES:

www.americanloghomesandcabins.com

Serious Inquiries only Call: 704 368-4528

Before Calling View House Plans at

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN  
LOG HOMES is assist ing estate  
& account sett lement on houses

LOG HOME KITS  
selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY

LOG HOMESLOG HOMES
PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

Model #101, Carolina, $40,840       BALANCE OWED $17,000
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500        BALANCE OWED $19,950BALANCE OWED $19,950
Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825            BALANCE OWED $14,500
Model #403, Augusta, $42,450        BALANCE OWED $16,500 

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Zoning Board of Adjustment 
for the Town of Annetta will 
conduct a public hearing on 
December 13, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
at Town Hall, 450 Thunder Head 
Lane, Annetta, and will act upon 
the following request:

1. A Special Exception to 
Section 8.10.B.10 “Accessory 
Structures in Residential 
and Multi-Family Districts” 
of the Town of Annetta’s 
Zoning Ordinance 215 for 105 
Meadow Glen Court, a property 
containing .739 acres of land 
(Lot 16, Block F, Subdivision 
Meadow Park Estates 3), to 
allow garage doors on any 
accessory structure to face the 
right-of-way with “additional 
landscaping, exterior materials 
or colors and ornamental  
features to ensure compatibility 
with the neighborhood.”

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas 
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive 

Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity! 
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662
24-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $4524-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $45
Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)

We have lots of room 
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

Mike Tandy
Owner

In Business Since 1996

TANDY 
METAL BUILDINGS & 

FENCING

Mobile: 817.925.5843

Weld up • Bolt up • Horse Barns  • Welding
Custom Pipe Fencing • Fencing • Metal Homes

www.tandymetalbuildings.com

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

215 Mesquite St. * Aledo, Texas 76008* 817-378-4423

*Livestock Feed
*Pet Food
*Bagged Fertilizer
*Salt Products
*Deer Feeders

Monday - Friday 
8:00am to 5:30pm 

Saturday  
8:00am to 12:30pm 

KIMBERLY MEYER, ABR, CRS, GRI
REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com
4500 Hartwood Dr, Fort Worth, TX 76109-1840
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
Global Luxury Specialist

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Operated by a subsidary 
of NRT, LLC

709 N FM 1187, Suite 800, Aledo
817-732-7665 · 817-441-8100

www.fortworthcustompools.org
fortworthcustompools@msn.com

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL Holly Green, Owner 

10943 S FM 1187 Road
Fort Worth, Texas 76126

“You Jingle...We Shingle™”
817.441.6973

service@brettcoroofing.com

Business Cards

begin at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Dec. 9, at the Aledo High 
School Auditorium.

DECEMBER 10

CoHo Christmas Corridor 
carriage rides, Hudson 
Oaks
The City of Hudson Oaks 
will host carriage rides and 
food trucks from 5 to 8 p.m. 
on Friday, Dec. 10, Saturday, 
Dec. 11. Friday, Dec. 17 

and Saturday, Dec. 18. The 
Weatherford High School Wind 
Symphony and Blue Belles 
will perform on Dec. 10. 

For more information, visit: 
https://www.facebook.com/
events/344855224075952/

Parker County Women’s 
and Newcomers’ Club
The Parker County Women’s 
and Newcomers’ Club meets 
at 9:30 a.m. on the sec-

ond Friday of every month 
at First United Methodist 
Family Life Center, 301 S. 
Main in Weatherford. The 
social hour, including Club 
Shop, begins at 9:30 a.m. 
The business meeting, 
including program, is at 
10:30 a.m. Lunch is $11. 
Please make lunch reser-
vations by calling Shirley 
at 817-757-7379. For more 
information on the organiza-
tion, visit pcwnc.org.

DECEMBER 11

Breakfast with Santa, 
Weatherford
CASA – Hope for Children 

is hosting Breakfast 
with Santa at 9 a.m. on 
Saturday, Dec. 11 at 1602 
South Main Street in 
Weatherford. Tickets are $5 
per child, securing opportu-
nities for a free photo with 
Santa, crafts, a hayride and 
tattoos with the elves. 

For more information, 
visit: https://www.face-
book.com/events/s/
breakfast-with-san-
ta/413638703536425/

Old-Fashioned Christmas, 
Springtown
The City of Springtown will 
host its annual Christmas 

event from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 11 on 
the Springtown Square. 

For more information, visit:  
https://www.facebook.com/
events/626447251692472/

Holiday in the Garden
The Fort Worth Botanic 
Garden | Botanical 
Research Institute of Texas 
invites everyone to cele-
brate the season at this 
year’s “Holiday in the 
Garden” from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 11, 
at 3220 Botanic Garden 
Blvd. in Fort Worth.

The festive indoor-outdoor 

event takes place rain or 
shine and will feature a Sip-
n-Shop, festive décor, free 
afternoon admissions to 
the Garden (2 - 4 p.m.) and 
even a special visit from 
Santa Claus. The Fort Worth 
Opera continues a favorite 
tradition of live, holiday 
performances and this year, 
Wandering Roots Markets 
has organized a larger 
number of food trucks, 
live music and an artisan 
market featuring handmade 
goods for sale.

For more information, visit 
https://brit.org/events/holi-
day-in-the-garden/.

DECEMBER 12

Storytime with Santa, 
Weatherford
Ruby Mae Toy and Clothing 
Boutique will host Storytime 
with Santa between 11 a.m. 
and 4 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 12. 
Tickets are $40 each. Santa 
will also take photos and 
give each child a goodie bag 
and a hand-written letter 
mailed home.

For more information, visit: 
https://www.shoprubymae.
com/

DECEMBER 14

Aledo Community Lions 
Club
The Aledo Community Lions 
Club meets from 5-6 p.m. 
on the second and fourth 
Tuesdays of each month 
at the Aledo Community 
Center. The public is invit-
ed. For more information 
call Bob Carlson at 817-718-
4902.
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For the past week I have thought a 
lot about the Bearcats football season 
that came to an end on Black Friday. It 
was a bittersweet ending that I never 
could have imagined. However this 
might have been the most fun and 
memorable football season I have had 
since my playing days.

When I took this job just a year 
ago I had no idea how the community, 
especially the students, would react to 
me. Of course, this is Aledo and I am 
a local so it wasn’t much of a surprise 
when I was welcomed warmly.

However, the group of seniors on 
this football team was different. A lot 
of them I had known well before this 
job. Some of them I hadn’t but they 
treated me as if I were a teammate 
anyway. This was a special group for 
me because it was the first that I got 
to cover for a full season. Though I 
hate how it ended, I am grateful to all 
of the seniors that made it a season to 
remember.

This is my farewell note to seniors 
Terry Lewis, Ryan Williams, BJ 
Allen, Dalton Rapp, BJ Fleming, Jack 
Mitchell, Brayden Fowler-Nicolosi, 
Jacob DeLeon, Sammy Steffe, Taylon 
Kessler, Mason McElroy, Garrett 
Key, Connor Smith, Kyle “Boogie” 
Thompson, Stanton Smith, Elias 
Brandon, Matthew Wells, Maddox 
Epperson, Austin Conner, Jurrien 
Loftin, Caleb Tisdale, Gunnar Allen, 
Kaden Amstein, Damian Spinelli, Juan 
Baca, Jack Tregellas, Dylan Ward, 
Jason Llewellyn, Jace Sims, Matthew 
Bell, and Jack Johnson:

Gentlemen, congratulations on 
the season. Despite how it came to 
an end, what you accomplished this 
season was definitely impressive and 
something not a lot of people can say 
has happened to them. Playing high 
school football in the state of Texas is 
one of the greatest experiences you 
will have in your life, but it won’t be 
the last great experience you have.

Some of you are going on to play 
at the next level, some of you aren’t. 
Either way you have a lot to look 
forward to. This is just the beginning 
for you. You can go make whatever 
you want out of yourselves, and I 
know you will be successful because 
you are good men and that’s the 
Aledo way.

Personally, I want to thank you 
all for the impact you had on me this 
season. Some of you I have known for 
a while, others not so long. However, 
I really enjoyed watching you out 
there every Friday night (and one 
Thursday) play Bearcat football. Not 
just that, but how friendly and pro-
fessional you were with a small town 
reporter just trying to make it in the 
business, really spoke volumes about 
the great men you are.

Wherever you go, do not ever lose 
those values, and remember where 
you came from. Aledo is a special 
place that will support you for the 
rest of your life. You men are going 
on to bigger and better things, and 
this community could not be any 
more proud of you. But most of all, 
just enjoy the ride. Not knowing 
what’s going to happen next is part 
of what makes life enjoyable. But the 
memories you have and will continue 
to make, that’s what makes you who 
you are.

Finally, I want to give you all a 
challenge that I think will be pretty 
easy and it’s how I’ll end this mes-
sage. Every autumn Friday night, 
wherever you may be at that particu-
lar time, remember that you still are 
and always will be an Aledo Bearcat.

(817) 835-5000
www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or 
attend school in Tarrant, Denton, 

Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St. 

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union 

White’s 
Funeral Home
130 Houston Ave. • Weatherford 

817-596-4811
www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family
serving 

your family
since 1908.

FATHER & SONS 
TREES SERVICE

“We Go Out On A Limb For You”

• Trimming
• Removals
• 24 Hour Storm Response
• No Tree Too Small or 

Large

• Dead Wood Mistletoe 
Removal

• Sick Tree Treatment
• Tree Repair Cabling
• Stump Grinding
• Lot Clearing

Don’t Let Tree Limbs Damage Your Property

SENIORS, FIRST RESPONDERS & HEALTHCARE WORKERS DISCOUNTS

PLEASE CALL US FOR

FREE ESTIMATE & INSPECTIONS
817-296-2880

Insured  
& Certified

Matt Morris
817-529-5325 

matt@gusbates.com

Proud to 
Support the Aledo 

Bearcats

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra 
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affi liate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affi liated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments. 

817-732-4419
www.sarahmorrisdds.comEMPLOYEE BENEFITS, PROPERTY & CASUALTY, 

RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES
FAMILY DENTISTRY WHERE HONESTY & INTEGRITY MATTER!

State of the Art Sterilization Room
Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening

Massage Chairs and HDTV
Water Purification System

2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 · Fort Worth, TX 76116

In My Eyes

Nolan Ruth

Thank you  
football seniors

RAMON MORALES

Senior Sammy Steffe picks up yardage against South Oak Cliff. Also shown are Maddox Epperson 
(60) and Isaac Knott (66).

FOOTBALL

Bearcats fall in heartbreaker
By Nolan Ruth
The Community News

It was a game that was fought long and hard 
all throughout. The Aledo Bearcats battled from 
start to finish, but just came up short in the final 
minutes as the season came to an end at the 
hands of the Dallas South Oak Cliff Golden Bears, 
33-28.

“Coach [Jason] Todd did a great job taking 
away our passing game early,” head coach Tim 
Buchanan said after suffering Aledo’s first playoff 
loss since 2017. “There were some things that we 
gave them early. You can’t give a good football 
team a two touchdown lead at the half.”

The Bearcats received the opening kickoff 
and immediately drove down field to score on a 
27-yard run by Sammy Steffe. South Oak Cliff 
responded on the next drive with a touchdown 
run by Ke’Undra Hollywood. The Bearcats stalled 
on the next drive, and the quarter ended with the 
game tied at seven.

On the first play of the second quarter, the 
Golden Bears took the lead on a quick pass from 
Kevin Henry-Jennings to Jamyri Cauley. But 

Steffe went back to work and scored on a five-yard 
run to tie the game again, at 14.

However, the remaining three minutes of the 
first half became a nightmare for Aledo. In just 
four plays, South Oak Cliff took the lead back on a 

KRISTIN MORALES

The crowd cheers on the Bearcats during the 
South Oak Cliff game.

Turn to BEARCATS, page 9
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CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 •SAT 8-2 WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Are you growing with us?”
Residential & Commercial

817-441-7777

• Topsoils & Custom 
Soil Blends

• Compost & Mulches
• Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas 
since l986

Pick up or Delivery Available

TACLA67709Ewww.jwmechanicalsystems.com

4 COMMON 
REASONS FOR 
HVAC FAILURE

IS YOUR SYSTEM 
READY THIS SEASON?

CALL 682-999-6062 
TODAY!

Heating and
Air Conditioning 

Maintenance Plans & 
Financing Options Available

Veteran Owned & Family Operated
Aledo Graduate - Class of ‘96

Debris Around the Unit
Heatpumps require approximately 18-24” of 
breathing room.

Improper Installation
This can reduce effi ciency by 30%.

Lack of Maintenance
Regular maintenance can increase a 
system’s life 5-6 years.

Improper Sizing
This causes strain on a 
system’s equipment, 
which will decrease 
the life of 
the unit.

Support Services provided by 
Careity Foundation

MEET OUR
ANCER-FIGHTING
ROCK ST RS

Talha Riaz, MD Medical Oncologist/Hematologist | Aaron Laine, MD, PhD Radiation Oncologist

WWW.THECENTERTX.COM | 817.759.7000
Weatherford

FORT WORTH CENTRAL CAMPUS • FORT WORTH SOUTHWEST • ARLINGTON
WEATHERFORD • BURLESON • GRANBURY • MINERAL WELLS • STEPHENVILLE
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keeper by Henry-Jennings. Two plays 
later, Brayden-Fowler Nicolosi’s 
pass attempt was intercepted and 
returned for a touchdown, giving 
the Golden Bears a 27-14 halftime 
lead.

Aledo came out of the locker 
room fired up. After forcing a quick 
three-and-out, the Bearcats went 
into clock-control mode. A 14-play 

drive kept Aledo in control and 
they capped off the drive with a 
touchdown pass from Nicolosi to 
BJ Allen. Again, the defense forced 
a three-and-out. Early in the fourth 
quarter, Allen ran out of the wildcat 
formation and scored from the six to 
give the Bearcats a 28-27 lead.

However, South Oak Cliff didn’t 
back down and drove down the field 
bit by bit and scored the go-ahead 
touchdown on an 18-yard pass from 
Henry-Jennings to Randy Reece. 
Aledo started a big drive of its own, 
but on fourth and one deep in SOC 

territory, the snap was fumbled and 
the Golden Bears came up with it. 
They kneeled down two times and 
the game was over.

“They didn’t do anything we 
weren’t expecting,” Buchanan said 
post-game. “It just took us a while 
to get used to that speed. It’s hard to 
simulate speed like that in practice.”

For the first time since 2012, the 
Bearcats will not play in the regional 
final round, or play a game in the 
month of December. The season 
comes to an end with a record of 
12-1, and an area champions title.

BEARCATS
from page eight

KRISTIN MORALES

#83 Jack Tregellas and #43 Boogie Thompson reaction to the loss #38 in back ground #28 Taylon Kessler in 
background.

Aledo Spirit
A Bearcat football game is more than whhat happens between the 

sidelines and the goal lines. Hundreds of students support the team and 
perform on the field. On this page and the next we’ll take a last look at 
this season’s Spirit Pages. Photos by Ramon and Kristin Morales.
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Don’t forget your four-legged 
family member when you travel!

• Boarding 

• Grooming 

• Heated & 
Cooled 

• Indoor & 
Outdoor Runs

• 24-Hour 
Attendant 

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071

Newly-Upgraded boarding facilities

Life insurance 
from a real-life 
person.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Get life insurance that comes 
with someone local (me).  
I’m here to help you protect 
your family’s financial future. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708148

Bobby J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX  76008

Bus: 817-441-9966
bobby@bobbyrigues.com
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