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BUSINESS

FW making pitch for vehicle plant on Walsh Ranch

WILLOW PARK

Increased 
tax rate 
proposed
Fort Worth water 
officially connected
By Brandi Addison
The Community News

The Willow Park City 
Council unanimously voted 
for the city to propose a new 
tax rate for the period between 
Oct. 1 and Sept. 30, 2022. 

City Manager Bryan 
Grimes recommended that 
council approve the tax rate 
of $0.566654 per $100 in 
valuation — the maximum 
approved rate before requiring 
voter approval— about three 
cents more per $100 in valua-
tion than the current rate. 

“You can always come off 
that in a couple weeks when 
you set the rate,” Grimes said. 
“But once you set the rate, you 
cannot go higher than that. 
You can only go lower. 

“The county did a similar 
measure,” he added.

One of the driving fac-
tors of the tax increase, he 
said, is the city’s desire to fully 
staff the fire department. An 
increased tax rate would allow 
the fire department to staff 
three new firefighters on Oct. 
1, as opposed to April 1 as orig-
inally scheduled.

“The fire department gets 
their guys six months sooner. 
You still have significant pay 
raises for the police depart-
ment in there,” Grimes said. 

Agreement could  
bring 7,500 jobs
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The City of Fort Worth is in 
the running for an electrical vehicle 
plant that would encompass 2,000 
acres at the southern end of Walsh 
Ranch between I-20 and Aledo-
Iona road just west of Markum 
Ranch Road.  

Robert Sturns, director of Fort 
Worth Economic Development, 
made a presentation to the Fort 
Worth City Council at a workshop 
on Aug. 10. In the presentation, 
he pointed out that Fort Worth is 
competing with other sites around 

the country for the plant, and told 
the council they would be asked 
to approve economic incentives at 
their next meeting on Aug. 17.

The company in negotiation is 
Rivian, an American electric vehicle 
manufacturer. Strategic and insti-
tutional investors in Rivian include 
Amazon, Ford, Cox Automotive, 
Fidelity, and T. Rowe Price.

“This has been a very hands-on, 
all-departments-on-deck process 
involved in getting us to this point.” 
Sturns told the council, adding that 
typically when economic develop-
ment deals are presented to the 
council the city has already been 
selected.

“This is still a very competitive 
process with this company,” Sturns 
said. “But because of the timing of 
needing to get some things tied down 
with them, we want to go ahead and 
bring forward this proposal for you 
just so you can understand what the 
city is pitching to the company.

“And then hopefully as Fort 
Worth is selected as the preferred 
location, which we hope will happen 
and happen soon, then we would 
finalize the rest of the agreements 
needed to make this development 
a reality.”

Sturns said Rivian’s current plant 
is in Normal, Illinois, where they 
took over a 3-million-square-foot 
former Mitsubishi Eclipse plant.

“They’re more focused on the 
truck and SUV market,” Sturns 
said, “and they also have recently 
contracted with Amazon for about 
100,000 electric vehicle delivery 
vans that are operating around the 
country. They have 7,000 current 
employees and growing with a plan 
to deliver about 20,000 vehicles in 
year one, and then 40,000 vehicles 
in year two as part of the overall 
development.”

The site straddles the Tarrant-
Parker County line, and roughly 
half appears to lie within the Aledo 
ISD. On the site would be vehicle 
manufacturing, vehicle component 
manufacturing, and a development 
center.

“This would encompass up to 12 
million square feet of new vertical 
construction,” Sturns said. “And I 
said that estimated production of 
vehicles per year, with an estimated 
$5 billion capital investment and 
a minimum of 7,500 jobs. And so 
just for some reference, that’s about 
five times the capex and two and 
a half times the jobs of the Toyota 
Headquarters in Frisco, and would 
really represent one of the largest 
projects in the state’s history.”

Sturns said the company is on 
a “very aggressive timetable, which 
is why we’re bringing this propos-
al forward to you right now, even 

Turn to RIVIAN, page 6
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Master Gardener Erika Swyryn shows a Monarch Butterfly caterpillar to Harper Isbell and Elliot Lanphier at the 
Town of Annetta’s booth at Bearcat Nation 101, held Saturday, Aug. 7, at Aledo High School.

Bearcat Nation 101 gives lay of land
District newcomers 
receive orientation
By Randy Keck
The Community News

They came from all over — an 
estimated 300-400 of them. Some 
were newcomers to the area. Others 
have been here a while, but just now 
have children starting school.

But what they all had in common 
was learning all about the Aledo 
ISD and other government and fam-
ily-related organizations in the area.

The annual Bearcat Nation 101 
returned this year after a COVID-
19 break in 2021, and the attendees 
seemed eager to learn about scouts, 
campuses, athletics, and school 
clubs on Saturday, Aug. 7 at Aledo 
High School.

Not only did new families 
become acquainted with the district, 
but the reverse was true as well.

“Bearcat Nation 101 was a won-
derful opportunity to meet so many 
of our new Aledo ISD families 
and to get them connected to the 

district through the many oppor-
tunities offered both at our schools 
and in the community,” Aledo ISD 
Superintendent Dr. Susan Bohn 
said. “It is our hope that BN101 
eased some of their nerves of start-
ing in a new school district and also 
showed them how supportive of a 
community we live in.”

Readers can meet some of the 
area’s new residents in “Meet Your 
New Neighbors” on page 3.Turn to RATE, page 5

AHS Wind 
Ensemble 
chosen for 
prestigious 
TMEA 
honor 
 By Mercedes Mayer
Aledo ISD

The Aledo High School 
Wind Ensemble was chosen 
as one of two featured high 
school bands from the state 
of Texas to be featured and 
perform at the 2022 Texas 
Music Educators Association 
Convention in February in San 
Antonio. 

 Each year a handful of 
middle school, high school, 
and college groups perform 
band, orchestra, and vocal 
concerts. Several elementa-
ry schools also perform. The 
Aledo band last performed at 
the convention in 2016 when 
they were chosen as the 5A 
State Honor Band. 

 The convention – which 
is Feb. 9-12, 2022 – is one 
of the largest attended music 
conventions in the world with 
more than 31,000 expected to 
be in attendance. 

 “It is an incredible honor for 
our program to be chosen for 
this prestigious recognition,” 
Aledo ISD Superintendent Dr. 
Susan Bohn said. “The drive 
and dedication of our band 
students and staff is a large 
factor in their success. An 
honor such as this is a reflec-
tion of the entire Aledo ISD 
band program.” 

Turn to ENSEMBLE, page 5
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301 Bailey Ranch Rd 817-441-6262
www.faithaledo.com

ATEX TRASH 
SERVICESERVICE

PROVIDING EXCELLENT 
SERVICE FOR THOSE 

OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS

WEEKLY SERVICE: 
$35 PER MONTH

Locally owned and 
operated since 2010

TIM GREEN: 
817-344-8464

WWW.ATEXTRASH.COM
TACLA67709Ewww.jwmechanicalsystems.com

IS 
YOUR 

SYSTEM 
READY 

THIS SEASON?

CALL TODAY! 
682-999-6062 

Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Maintenance Plans & 
Financing Options Available

Veteran Owned & Family Operated
Aledo Graduate - Class of ‘96

4 COMMON REASONS
FOR HVAC FAILURE
Debris Around the Unit
Heatpumps require approximately 18-24” of breathing room.

Improper Installation
This can reduce effi ciency by 30%.

Lack of Maintenance
Regular maintenance can increase a 
system’s life 5-6 years.

Improper Sizing
This causes strain on a 
system’s equipment, 
which will decrease 
the life of the 
unit.

Schedule your free at-home assessment

(817) 887-9401 | info@overturehomecare.com
3750 S. University, Suite 250, Fort Worth, TX

www.overturehomecare.com

Compassionate  
In-Home Care  

for Seniors

Pulliam Pools would be Honored to Build your 
Outdoor Stay-ca-tion Destination!

AWARD WINNING POOLS AND SPAS • LUXURY OUTDOOR LIVING SPACES
COMPLETE POOL RENOVATIONS • DEDICATED SERVICE TEAM

www.pulliam.com
HOME OFFICE • 2725 Altamesa Blvd. • Fort Worth • 817-346-4778

PARKER COUNTY OFFICE • 3851 Fort Worth Hwy. • Weatherford • 817-613-1910

Pool & Spa News Top 50 Builder - 19 Years Running • Committed to Excellence

THE FINEST BRAND NEW BEST FEATURES NEVER BEEN USED 
NEW CONSTRUCTION  INDUSTRIAL FLEX  STATE OF THE ART 
COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR PARKER COUNTY PROFESSIONALS   

. VISIT WWW.CHAMPIONSBUSINESSPARK.COM TO LEARN MORE . 

Faith Presbyterian welcomes new pastor
Hoping to cultivate a place for 

transparency without judgment, 
Pastor Matthew Aldas of Faith 
Presbyterian Church takes pride in 
his unique quirks, using them to 
connect with his congregation while 
at the pulpit.

Born and raised in North Texas, 
the 37-year-old moved back to the 
area less than two weeks ago with his 
wife Kathryn and his three daughters 
after pastoring a church in Southwest 
Virginia for the last several years. 

“I was really drawn to Faith in the 
sense that Aledo is a town on the rise, 
so to speak, and I liked the sense of 
authenticity and candidness that the 
residents have,” Aldas said.

Having just preached his debut 
sermon at Faith Presbyterian on Aug. 
2, the new pastor said he really wants 
his congregants to unabashedly boast 
these unique qualities and interests 
that brought him to Aledo in the first 
place.

He hopes, if he leads by example, 
others will follow.

On the cusp of being a Gen X-er 
and a Millennial, Aldas isn’t ashamed 
to tell his congregants that he likes 
the Simpsons — or to admit to a 
local reporter that he’s wearing Super 
Mario-themed socks — and he 

wants anyone to feel like they could 
invite him for a cup of coffee.

“I think that, especially in our age 
of instant information, the church 
is often recognized and defined by 
things that are detrimental,” Aldas 

said. “I want Faith Church to be 
known as a place that people can be 
real; people can be honest without 
fear of judgment; people won’t be 
afraid to make mistakes and be a 
human.

“I want it to be a place of comfort, 

compassion and grace. Ultimately, I 

want people to know that God loves 

them, and they do belong here,” he 

added.

Embracing this mission, he 
has launched a new sermon series 
—  called ‘Conversations at the 
Dinner Table’ — set to begin Sunday, 
which will look at the natural dia-
logue that occurs in the Bible.

More specifically, he said it will 
hone in on the last conversations 
between Jesus and his disciples, in 
John 13-17, when Jesus realized that 
his time on Earth was coming to a 
close.

“It’s about expressing the vulner-
able nature that we may or may not 
realize happens when we sit down 
and share a meal with people,” Aldas 
said.

While he recognizes that it’s not 
everyone’s ‘cup of tea’ to learn under 
a pastor so open about their inter-
ests, he wants to use his stories and 
interests to start conversations with 
others — his congregants, local com-
munity members, complete strangers 
and those who may not know God.

“There’s nothing more important 
for me as a pastor than connecting 
with people,” Aldas said. “The people 
are always more important than any-
thing else.”

Faith Presbyterian Church is 
located at 301 Bailey Ranch Road. 
For more information, visit faith 
aledo.com.

https://www.community-news.com/in-around-parker-county/
https://www.jwmechanicalsystems.com
https://www.overturehomecare.com
https://www.pulliam.com
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GOING GREEN with COOL ROOFING

�
�

ENERGY EFFICIENT 
& LOOKS GREAT!

WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN

MULTIPLE SIZES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 25 years!

MMMetal Mart
THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
� RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
� CUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING � PURLIN & TUBING
� EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
� MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS � POWER TOOLS
� VENTS & SKYLIGHTS � HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
� SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT � INSULATION
� SEALANTS & CLOSURES � CARPORT PACKAGES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 28 years!

Auto – Home – Life

Business – Legal Shield

705 N FM 1187
P O Box 967

Aledo, Texas 76008
www.doylemoss.com

817-441-9053
fax 817-441-7145

We represent:
• Germania
• State Auto
• Allstate
• Progressive
• Safeco
• and many others

Serving Aledo, Parker County and Texas

Doyle Moss
doyle@doylemoss.com

Linda Moss
linda@doylemoss.com

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com
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I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
DAILYDAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
• LASER THERAPY
• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
• ONCOLOGY
• ENDOSCOPY 

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

16250 Old Weatherford Road 16250 Old Weatherford Road •• Aledo, Texas Aledo, Texas
For current Mass Times visit our website at:

www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org
For more information contact the Parish Offi  ce at 817-441-3500

TEXAS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 
2021

Meet your New Neighbors
Many people who are new to the area attended Bearcat Nation 101 on Aug. 7. If you see these folks  

out and about, say “hello” and welcome them to the community! (More on Page 5)

Niels and Dena Gittisarn and daughter 
Sophia moved from California.

Vicki and Olivia Blake moved from 
California.

Scott and Heidi McDonald, along with chil-
dren Sam and Megan, moved to the commu-
nity from Arlington.

Shelley, Michael, and Sam Lopez are new to 
the community.

Will and Emily Howard are 
from Keller.

Angie and Nick Bruno and 
their children Jack and Grace 
moved from Denver.

Jill and Jackson Kientzy are 
from Phoenix.

Stephanie and Rhett Rinks 
moved in from Mansfield.

Eva and Sofia Johnson 
moved from California.

Kurt and Nixie Otto and 
children Everly and Easton 
moved into the district from 
Fort Worth.

Brittany and Brent Baird moved from 
Kingwood with their children Hadley, Truett, 
and Logan.

Brian and Laura Gordy and their children 
Julia and Madelyne, and Vivain and Scarlett 
(not pictured), came from Maryland.

Joseph Cotten, Kip, Jude, and Whit moved 
in from Virginia.

Ryan, Angela, and Evan Sides moved to the 
community from Fort Worth.

community-news.com

http://www.doylemoss.com
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ALEDOALEDO

DOES YOUR JOB PAY YOU DAILY?

AT SONIC WE DO!!!

SONIC DRIVE IN of ALEDO NOW HIRING 
BOTH DAY AND NIGHT TIME CARHOPS! 

MAKE UP TO $18.00 AN HOUR!

STOP BY OR CALL 817-504-3408 
FOR INTERVIEW TIMES!

300 FM 1187

Aledo

(817) 835-5000
www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or 
attend school in Tarrant, Denton, 

Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St. 

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union 

103 W. Church • 817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

Propane Sales 
and Service

On the Square 
in Weatherford

YEARSYEARS
OF PROPANE

1958-2019

817-901-9455
5050 S Hwy 5

Aledo, TX

EVERYONE WELCOME
WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC
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Meet the Eagles
Hundreds of supporters turned out for the inaugural “Meet the Eagles” at Trinity Christian Academy on Aug. 6. 

Photos by Randy Keck

Jay and Jude DeLaFuente pose with the football team.

Sophie ScottHayes McQueen gets his face painted by Maddie 
Budans.

Kennan DowlingAnna Nelson Wilson WinchesterBraydon Lewis
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Support Services provided by 
Careity Foundation

MEET OUR
ANCER-FIGHTING
ROCK ST RS

Talha Riaz, MD Medical Oncologist/Hematologist | Aaron Laine, MD, PhD Radiation Oncologist

WWW.THECENTERTX.COM | 817.759.7000
Weatherford

FORT WORTH CENTRAL CAMPUS • FORT WORTH SOUTHWEST • ARLINGTON
WEATHERFORD • BURLESON • GRANBURY • MINERAL WELLS • STEPHENVILLE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON TAX INCREASE
A tax rate of $ 0.56665 per $100 valuation has been proposed by the governing body of City of Willow 

Park.

PROPOSED TAX RATE $ 0.56665 per $100
NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE $ 0.488340 per $100
VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE $ 0.566654 per $100

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the City of Willow Park tax year that will raise the same 

amount of property tax revenue for City of Willow Park from the same properties in both the 2020 tax year 

and the 2021 tax year.

The voter-approval rate is the highest tax rate that City of Willow Park may adopt without holding an election 

to seek voter approval of the rate.

The proposed tax rate is greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This means that City of Willow is propos-

ing to increase property taxes for the 2021 tax year.

A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON August 24, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. at 516 

Ranch House Road, Willow Park, Texas 76087.

The proposed tax rate is not greater than the voter-approval tax rate. As a result, City of Willow Park is not 

required to hold an election at which voters may accept or reject the proposed tax rate. However, you may 

express your support for or opposition to the proposed tax rate by contacting the members of the Willow 

Park City Council of City of Willow Park at their offices or by attending the public hearing mentioned above.

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE TAX RATES MENTIONED ABOVE  

CAN BE CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS:

Property tax amount = ( tax rate ) x ( taxable value of your property ) / 100

FOR the proposal: Eric Contreras, Greg Runnebaum, Lea Young, Nathan Crummel 

AGAINST the proposal: None 

PRESENT and not voting: ________________ 

ABSENT: Doyle Moss, Tyler VanSant

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated to limit the 

rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead by City of Willow Park 

last year to the taxes proposed to the be imposed on the average residence homestead by City of Willow 

Park this year.

2020 2021 Change

Total tax rate (per 
$100 of value)

$0.536700 $0.566650 increase of $0.029950, or 5.58%

Average homestead 
taxable value

$263,710 $287,863 increase of $24,153, or 9.16% 

Tax on average 
homestead

$1,415.33 $1,631.18 increase of $215.85, or 15.25%

Total tax levy on all 
properties

$2,690,964 $3,217,466 increase of $526,502, or 19.57%

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax assessor for CITY OF WILLOW PARK at 817-

596-0077 or parkercad@parkercad.org, or visit www.parkercounty.truthintax.com for more information.

“So, this is still a ‘Back the Blue, Back 
the Public Safety’ budget.

The city will hold a public hearing at 
the Aug. 24 council meeting.

Fort Worth Water Project

After years of planning and discuss-
ing, Willow Park officially connected to 
Fort Worth water on Aug. 4.

Under the temporary agreement, it 
will allow the city to receive up to 
500,000 more gallons of water per day. 

Once completed, Fort Worth will 
provide 3.5 million gallons of water per 
day to Willow Park, in addition to the 
existing 1.6 million gallons of well water 
it received each day.

The city described it, in a news 
release last week, as a “giant step for-
ward in Willow Park’s decades-long 
struggle for water supply security and 
sustainability.

RATE
from page one

The Aledo ISD band program has a 
long history of success that starts at the 
middle school level.  

Last year, the Aledo Middle School 
band was chosen as one of four middle 
school bands in the nation to perform 
at the Midwest International Clinic in 
Chicago. While the clinic was postponed 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
AMS Honor Winds Ensemble will now 

perform Dec. 15-18, 2021, in Chicago at 
the McCormick Place. 

“The Aledo band program is very 
honored to continue to grow greatness 
in our music programs and represent 
Bearcat Nation, Texas and our nation 
for the 2021-22 school year,” said Joey 
Paul, AISD director of bands. “These 
two events are among the most presti-
gious honors a band program can earn. 
I am so proud of the hard work of our 
students and directors, and I am thank-
ful for the support we receive from our 
entire community.”

ENSEMBLE
from page one

Neighbors
(From Page 3)

The Reid Family (David, Beatriz, William, 
Jacob, Peter, Virginia, and Lucy) moved to 
the area from Georgia.

Esmerelda Palma and Ayannis 
Morales moved in from 
Virginia.

This community is the new 
home of military family Rick 
and Chrissy Hollinger, Heidi, 
and Carly.

Patience Johnson and Sean 
Vaughn

Jeff and Jennifer Williams, 
Adelyn and Emersyn moved to 
the community from Mansfield.

Pete, Mandy, and Ethan 
Zachrison came to the area 
from Las Vegas.

Tawanna and Kevin Irwin, along 
with children Layla and Ryder, 
have moved from the Grapevine 
area.

Obituary
Jewell Howard

Jewell Marie Howard, 
98, of Aledo, Texas, peaceful-
ly passed away on Tuesday, 
August 3, 2021, at Holland 
Lake Nursing & Rehab in 
Weatherford, nine days shy of 
her 99th birthday. Jewell was 
born on August 12, 1922, in 
Granbury to Charles Patrick 
Holder and Oma Lyles Holder.

Jewell was a longtime member of the 
Annetta United Methodist Church and 
spent her working years employed as a 
factory worker and cafeteria manager 
at TCU.  Jewell will be affectionately 
remembered for her love and devotion 
to God and to her family.

Jewell is preceded in death 
by her parents, her husband, 
Clyde W. Howard, and her 
brother, J. R. Holder.  She 
is survived by her daugh-
ter, Charlotte Jackson and 
husband Wayne, of Aledo; 
three grandchildren - Stacey 
Jackson, Dawn Jackson, and 
Josh Jackson; and by one 
great-granddaughter, Reese 
Jackson. She is also survived 
by a sister-in-law, nieces, 

nephews, extended family, and a host 
of friends.

A celebration of Jewell’s life will be 
held graveside at 10 a.m. Friday, August 
13, at the Annetta Cemetery located at 
2667 W. Farm-to-Market Road 5.

The Community News 
August 13, 2021

Jewell Howard
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS BUDGET 
AND PROPOSED TAX RATE

The Millsap Independent School District will hold a public meeting at 6:30 on Monday August 23, 2021 in 
the Millsap Administration Boardroom/Media Center, 301 E Brazos, Millsap, TX. The purpose of this meet-
ing is to discuss the school district’s budget that will determine the tax rate that will be adopted. Public 
participation in the discussion is invited.

The tax rate that is ultimately adopted at this meeting or at a separate meeting at a later date may not exceed 
the proposed rate shown below unless the district publishes a revised notice containing the same informa-
tion and comparisons set out below and holds another public meeting to discuss the revised notice.

Maintenance Tax $.9603/$100 (Proposed rate for maintenance and operations)

School Debt Service Tax 
Approved by Local Voters $.3146/$100 (proposed rate to pay bonded indebtedness)

Comparison of Proposed Budget with Last Year’s Budget

The applicable percentage increase or decrease (or difference) in the amount budgeted in the preceding fis-
cal year and the amount budgeted for the fiscal year that begins during the current tax year is indicated for 
each of the following expenditure categories:

Maintenance and operations ___% increase or 3% (decrease)

Debt service 29% increase or ___% (decrease)

Total expenditures 0% increase or 0% (decrease)

Total Appraised Value and Total Taxable Value 
(as calculated under Tax Code Section 26.04)

Preceding Tax Year Current Tax Year

Total appraised value* of all property $ 961,558,543 $ 1,168,817,315

Total appraised value* of new property** $ 17,477,641 $ 27,476,798

Total taxable value*** of all property $ 480,346,741 $ 551,960,001

Total taxable value*** of new property** $ 17,477,641 $ 27,476,798

*“Appraised value” is the amount shown on the appraisal roll and defined by Tax Code Section 1.04(8).
** “New property” is defined by Tax Code Section 26.012(17).
*** “Taxable value” is defined by Tax Code Section 1.04(10).

Bonded Indebtedness
Total amount of outstanding and unpaid bonded indebtedness* $ 16,651,834
* Outstanding principal.

Comparison of Proposed Rates with Last Year’s Rates

Maintenance
& Operations

Interest
& Sinking 
Fund* Total

Local 
Revenue
Per Student

State 
Revenue
Per Student

Last Year’s Rate $ 1.05470 $ 0.3346* $ 1.3893 $ 6316 $ 6846

Rate to Maintain Same 
Level of Maintenance & 
Operations Revenue & 
Pay Debt Service $ .9603 $ .307* $ 1.2673 $ 6239 $ 6602

Proposed Rate $ .9603 $ 0.3146* $ 1.2749 $ 6775 $ 7078

*The Interest & Sinking Fund tax revenue is used to pay for bonded indebtedness on construction, equip-
ment, or both. The bonds, and the tax rate necessary to pay those bonds, were approved by the voters of 
this district.

Comparison of Proposed Levy with Last Year’s Levy on Average Residence

Last Year This Year

Average Market Value of Residences $ 205,716 $ 253,905

Average Taxable Value of Residences $ 164,473 $ 195,475

Last Year’s Rate Versus Proposed Rate per $100 Value $ 1.3893 $ 1.2749

Taxes Due on Average Residence $ 2,285.02 $ 2,492.11

Increase (Decrease) in Taxes $ 207.09

Under state law, the dollar amount of school taxes imposed on the residence homestead of a person 65 
years of age or older or of the surviving spouse of such a person, if the surviving spouse was 55 years 
of age or older when the person died, may not be increased above the amount paid in the first year 
after the person turned 65, regardless of changes in tax rate or property value.

Notice of Voter-Approval Rate: The highest tax rate the district can adopt before requiring voter approv-
al at an election is 1.2911. This election will be automatically held if the district adopts a rate in excess 
of the voter-approval rate of 1.2911.

Fund Balances
The following estimated balances will remain at the end of the current fiscal year and are not encumbered 
with or by a corresponding debt obligation, less estimated funds necessary for operating the district before 
receipt of the first state aid payment:

Maintenance and Operations Fund Balance(s) $ 1,969,112 

Interest & Sinking Fund Balance(s) $ 1,217,000
A school district may not increase the district’s maintenance and operations tax rate to create a surplus in 
maintenance and operations tax revenue for the purpose of paying the district’s debt service.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS 
BUDGET AND PROPOSED TAX RATE

The Aledo Independent School District will hold a public meeting at 6:00 PM, August 23, 2021 in the 
Board Room of the Administration Building, 1008 Bailey Ranch Road, Aledo, Texas 76008. The purpose 
of this meeting is to discuss the school district’s budget that will determine the tax rate that will be 
adopted. Public participation in the discussion is invited.

The tax rate that is ultimately adopted at this meeting or at a separate meeting at a later date may not 
exceed the proposed rate shown below unless the district publishes a revised notice containing the same 
information and comparisons set out below and holds another public meeting to discuss the revised 
notice.

Maintenance Tax $0.967900/$100 (proposed rate for maintenance and operations)

School Debt Service Tax 
Approved by Local Voters $0.425000/$100 (proposed rate to pay bonded indebtedness)

Comparison of Proposed Budget with Last Year’s Budget

The applicable percentage increase or decrease (or difference) in the amount budgeted in the preceding 
fiscal year and the amount budgeted for the fiscal year that begins during the current tax year is indicated 
for each of the following expenditure categories.

Maintenance and operations 4.35 % increase

Debt Service 11.83 % increase

Total expenditures 5.99 % increase

Total Appraised Value and Total Taxable Value 
(as calculated under Section 26.04, Tax Code)

Preceding Tax Year Current Tax Year

Total appraised value* of all property $5,739,080,136 $6,479,040,336

Total appraised value* of new property** $218,073,693 $241,435,912

Total taxable value*** of all property $4,315,409,502 $4,893,948,784

Total taxable value*** of new property** $218,073,693 $241,435,912

 *Appraised value is the amount shown on the appraisal roll and defined by Section 1.04(8), Tax Code.
** “New property” is defined by Section 26.012(17), Tax Code.
*** “Taxable value” is defined by Section 1.04(10), Tax Code.

Bonded Indebtedness

Total amount of outstanding and unpaid bonded indebtedness* $278,389,289
*Outstanding principal.

Comparison of Proposed Rates with Last Year’s Rates

Maintenance 
& Operations

Interest & 
Sinking Fund* Total

Local Revenue 
Per Student

State Revenue 
per Student

Last Year’s Rate $1.054700 $0.425000* $1.479700 $9,516 $1,978

Rate to Maintain 
Same Level of 
Maintenance & 
Operations Revenue 
& Pay Debt Service $1.090300 $0.433590* $1.523890 $9,257 $2,126

Proposed Rate $0.967900 $0.425000* $1.392900 $9,434 $2,192

*The Interest & Sinking Fund tax revenue is used to pay for bonded indebtedness on construction, equip-
ment, or both.

The bonds, and the tax rate necessary to pay those bonds, were approved by the voters of this district.

Comparison of Proposed Levy with Last Year’s Levy on Average Residence

Last Year This Year

Average Market Value of Residences $363,927 $416,275

Average Taxable Value of Residences $331,533 $371,452

Last Year’s Rate Versus Proposed Rate per $100 Value $1.479700 $1.392900

Taxes Due on Average Residence $4,905.69 $5,173.95

Increase (Decrease) in Taxes $268.26

Under state law, the dollar amount of school taxes imposed on the residence homestead of a person 
65 years of age or older or of the surviving spouse of such a person, if the surviving spouse was 55 
years of age or older when the person died, may not be increased above the amount paid in the first 
year after the person turned 65, regardless of changes in tax rate or property value.

Notice of Voter-Approval Rate: The highest tax rate the district can adopt before requiring voter 
approval at an election is $1.439251. This election will be automatically held if the district adopts a 
rate in excess of the voter-approval rate of $1.439251.

Fund Balances

The following estimated balances will remain at the end of the current fiscal year and are not encumbered 
with or by a corresponding debt obligation, less estimated funds necessary for operating the district 
before receipt of the first state aid payment.

Maintenance and Operations Fund Balance(s) $22,071,116
Interest & Sinking Fund Balance(s) $2,993,804

A school district may not increase the district’s maintenance and operations tax rate to create a surplus in 
maintenance and operations tax revenue for the purpose of paying the district’s debt service.
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DOWN

  1  Pittsburg is seat
      of this county
  5  Pearsall is seat
      of this county
  6  contact ____
  7  actress Taylor of
      Texas-based epic
      “Giant” (init.)
  8  TXism: “___ wow”
      (meeting)
  9  empty talk (2 wds.)
15  Coca-____
16  this empire lasted
      after the Western
      Roman Empire fell
19  TXism: “book
      ______” (educated)
21  “____ on” (spoils)
22  San Antonio army
      post, colloquially
      (2 wds.)
27  Texans can kill a
      wild ____ on their
      property without a
      hunting license
28  TXism: “up
      _  _____ without a
      paddle” (in trouble)
29  scurries
30  San _______
32  this sgt. introduces
      a recruit to the
      Army (abbr.)
33  President Lincoln,
      familarly (2 wds.)
36  TX-born Robin
      Wright was married
      to this Sean
37  Texas state ___ is
      blue topaz
38  TXism: “passed __
      ____  _ was up on
      jacks” (fast driving)

  1  Warren Moon was
      in this leag. before
      Houston Oilers
  2  TXism: “his facts
      ___ elastic” (liar)
  3  in Wood County
      on U.S. 69
  4  phenomena after
      WWII (2 wds.)
  8  work of the Poet
      Laureate for Texas
  9  a fast TX event
      on water (2 wds.)
10  TX King Vidor 
      directed the
      tornado scenes in
      “The Wizard of __”

39  “have my hands full”
      (3 wds.)
41  nurse’s care (abbr.)
42  he killed John Wesley
      Hardin in El Paso
45  historical period
46  TXism: “old __ dirt”
47  “children should be
      ____ and not heard”
48  Jim ___ Creek was used
      to form Lake Coleman
49  put to death legally

52  retire. accts.
53  vehicle cleaner:
      ___ wash
54  TX George Strait’s
      “___ in the Hole”
55  ___ Boston, TX 11  this Agee was a

      Cowboy (init.)
12  TX-born Allen Drury’s
      “Advise ___  ______”
13  “Ripley’s Believe
      __  __ Not”
14  “____ of passage”
15  great literary works
16  TXism: “he two-steps
      to his own ____” 
17  TX Willie’s “Last
      Thing I ______ First
      Thing This Morning”
18  Alaskan native
20  TXism: “not a lick of”
22  Frank of “Four for
      Texas” (init.)
23  Gov. Hobby’s wife
      (init.)

24  “____ and board”
25  “gross __  ___
      calculator”
26  director in 10-down
      worked on 1937
      fi lm “_____ Dallas”
28  TXism: “thinking
      ____ doing”
31  TXism: “____ light
      idea” (inspiration)

34  TX pro golfer, Kite  
      (init.)
35  this Stilwell founded
      Port Arthur, TX in
      1895 (init.)
37  cattle prod
40  Texas state ____
      is pecan
43  TX actor Tommy
      ___ Jones
44  Rio Grande marks
      this border
50  Hall of Fame base-
      ball hitter, Rod
51  34-down won the 
      1992 __ Open
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though they have not selected 
Fort Worth, officially as the 
site.”

To meet the timetable, 
some items would need to 
be addressed regarding infra-
structure and incentives.

“Obviously having a single 
user like Walsh Ranch, being 
able to come together and 
work on this project has been 
able to allow us to meet that 
timetable as we continue to 
have discussions with them,” 
Sturns said.

Under the proposed 
agreement, the company 
would commit to $5 billion 
of private investment on real 
property improvements and 
business personal property.

“That would equate 
to about $2 billion on real 
property improvements, with 
an estimated $1.6 billion in 
hard construction costs. And 
then a minimum of 15% of 
those hard and soft con-
struction costs to certified 
MBEs (Minority Business 
Enterprises) represent about 
a $300 million investment in 
our MBEs tied to this overall 
development,” Sturns said.

The overall vertical con-
struction footprint would be 
12 million square feet.

Under the incentive agree-
ment, Rivian would agree to 
a minimum of 1,875 new jobs 
by Dec. 31, 2025, 3,750 new 
jobs by Dec. 31, 2026, and 
then a minimum of 7,500 new 
jobs by Dec. 31, 2027, all with 
minimum average salaries of 
$56,000.

The city would commit 
to a 15-year, Chapter 380 
economic development pro-
gram agreement that would 
equal 85% of the incremental 
Maintenance & Operation tax 

increases on the property. The 
city’s commitment would be 
capped at $440 million.

“This is a performance 
grant, so they have to invest 
the dollars, they have to have 
the jobs, they have to make 
all these commitments and 
generate that new taxable 
increment before the city pro-
vides any type of grant back 
to them,” Sturns said. “As a 
result of that, the city should 
receive about $163 million in 
taxes over that 15-year period 
… there’s also the incremen-
tal addition to the city that 
will be resulting from 7,500 

COURTESY RIVIAN

The R1T is Rivian’s all-electric pickup.

new employees from sales tax, 
new houses, hotel occupancy 
tax, there’s a number of other 
inputs that the city would 
benefit from as it relates to 
having a project of this size 

located within the city. We 
estimate about an eight-year 
payback for the project, which 
is pretty much in range with 
where we like to see some of 
these.”

For more information 
about the company, visit riv-
ian.com.

RIVIAN
from page one
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The number of Texans hos-
pitalized with lab-confirmed 
COVID-19 cases is increasing 
faster than at any other point 
since the pandemic began in 
early 2020, due to the highly 
contagious Delta variant.

As of Aug. 8, the Texas 
Department of State Health 
Services reported 8,892 people 
were in Texas hospitals. That 
is up more than four-fold from 
a month ago. The Coronavirus 
Resource Center at Johns 
Hopkins University reported 
96,807 cases in the past week 
and 384 deaths. That is nearly 
eight times the number of new 
cases reported a month ago and 
more than double the deaths.

In Austin, health authori-
ties warned the public that a 
surge in cases has swamped 
hospitals, according to a New 
York Times report. Intensive-
care units are near capacity, 
with only a handful of ICU 
beds available.

Gov. Greg Abbott has 
barred local governments and 
public schools from re-insti-
tuting mask mandates but is 
urging people to get vaccinat-
ed against COVID-19. The vast 
majority of those hospitalized 
have not been vaccinated.

A total of 12.84 mil-
lion Texans are fully 
vaccinated, about 44% of 
the state’s total popula-
tion, according to DSHS. 
 

Second special 
session underway; 
Dems still AWOL

Abbott convened a second 
special session just hours after 
the first session expired but 
there still wasn’t a quorum 
present to pass bills. Many 
Texas House Democratic 
legislators remained in 
Washington, D.C. in an effort 
to both block a quorum and 
lobby members of Congress to 
pass a federal voting rights bill.

Abbott has put forth 
a 17-item agenda that includes 
the election reform bill, bail 
reform, border security, and 
other issues that were present-
ed but not passed during the 
regular session.

“I will continue to call 
special session after special 
session to reform our broken 

bail system, uphold elec-
tion integrity, and pass other 
important items that Texans 
demand and deserve,” Abbott 
said when announcing the new 
session. “Passing these special 
session agenda items will chart 
a course towards a stronger 
and brighter future for the 
Lone Star State.”

Texas House Democrats 
predictably were critical. 
State Rep. Ina Minjarez 
said Abbott is “wasting” tax-
payers’ money, chiding the 
governor in a tweet with the 
hashtag #StopGaslightingTexans.

Additional month  
of legislative  
funding announced

Texas Capitol employees 
won’t have to go without a pay-
check in September after all.

Abbott vetoed a portion of 
the state budget that funds 
the Legislature and its staff 
after House Democrats walked 
out during the regular ses-
sion. But Abbott, Lt. Gov. Dan 
Patrick, House Speaker Dade 
Phelan and others announced 
an additional month of fund-
ing for the Legislature before 
the second special session that 
began Saturday.

“Texans should not have to 
pay for Legislators who quit 
their jobs and leave unfinished 
business,” Abbott said. “…
Funding is being temporari-
ly restored for legislative staff 
that will be necessary to pass 
critical legislation…”

At least $12.6 million 
will be transferred from the 
Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice to both chambers 
and the legislative agencies 
that support them, the Texas 
Tribune reported. The biennial 
budget, which is already fund-
ed, ends Aug. 31. Without the 
additional funding, more than 
2,000 state workers might not 
have been paid after that date. 
The special session by law lasts 
no more than 30 days.

Pandemic help for  
timber harvesters, 
haulers

Texans who make a living 
cutting or hauling timber, or 
processing wood by chip-
ping or grinding, are eligible 
for grants from a fund of up 
to $200 million provided 
by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture under a pandemic 
assistance program. The new 
program, Pandemic Assistance 
for Timber Harvesters and 
Haulers (PATHH), encourages 
timber harvesters and haulers 
to apply. The deadline is Oct. 15.

“We Texans pride ourselves 
on our rugged individualism 
and self-reliance.  However, 
when the entire forestry sup-
ply chain crashed as a result 
of the pandemic response, it 
was more than just a hurdle to 
overcome,” said Rob Hughes, 
executive director of the Texas 
Forestry Association. “That’s 
why TFA and Texas A&M 
Forest Service, along with 
many other partners, have 
been actively involved in push-
ing for the Logger Relief Act, 
which passed in the last feder-
al pandemic relief bill.”

Loggers and truckers can 
apply for PATHH by work-
ing with their local Farm 
Service Agency office. To find 
a local office, go to farmers.
gov/service-locator or call 
877-508-8364.

Avoid scams when 
buying a used vehicle

With used-vehicle demand 
soaring and inventories shrink-
ing, it’s easy to fall victim to 
scams, according to the Texas 
Department of Insurance. At 
least part of most sales now 
take place either on apps or 
online, and a lot can go wrong. 
Here are some tips from TDI 
to avoid being swindled:

• If the price is amazingly 
low, odds are high that it’s a 
scam.

Take your time. Be skep-
tical when sellers claim they 
must sell quickly because 
they’re moving soon, or say 
they need to sell the vehicle for 
a relative. And never pay for a 
vehicle with gift cards.

Some scammers use the 
same photo on different sites, 
with different prices and con-
tact information. This scam 
can be avoided by using a 
“reverse image search.” To 
learn how, look up “reverse 
search” in your preferred 
search engine.

See the vehicle in person 
and take it for a drive. Buying 
a vehicle sight unseen can lead 
to disaster.

Check the VIN to make 
sure the vehicle wasn’t sto-
len, flooded, or totaled after a 
wreck. A VIN search will also 
ensure there isn’t a lien on the 
vehicle you are buying.

Gary Borders is a veteran 
award-winning Texas journal-
ist. He published a number of 
community newspapers in Texas 
during a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches, and Cedar Park. 
Email: gborders@texaspress.
com.

Capital Highlights

Delta variant spurs huge 
increase in COVID-19 

hospitalizations

Gary Borders
gborders@texaspress.com

In last week’s column I 
broke one of my cardinal 
rules, that being to make 
sure people know when 
we are publishing satire or 
humor here on the com-
mentary page.

I’m touched by expres-
sions of concern that I’m 
falling apart, but it’s not as 
bad as I made it sound last 
week when I wrote about 
aging.

At the risk of an ugly 
pun, last week’s column was 
a feeble attempt to write 
about the aging process and 
my place in it.

Is my hair turning gray? 
Yes.

Do my joints ache more 
than they did in younger 
years? Yes.

Do I have the same 
stamina I did back when 
I moved up and down the 
basketball court? No.

Do these things mean 
I’m ready to be carted off? 
No, at least I don’t think so.

When we deal with 
issues of life, humor is an 
indispensable weapon. To 
be able to laugh at some-
thing is to have a degree of 
power over it.

Norman Cousins was 
a journalist who worked 

for what is now the New 
York Post and the Saturday 
Review, among others.

Cousins suffered from 

a painful connective tis-
sue disease, and I read 
that there were times that 
the only way he could find 
relief from the pain was to 
laugh. He did a great deal of 
research on the biochemis-
try of human emotions. He 
believed that emotions were 
a key in the fight against 
disease.

His book, “Anatomy 
of an Illness as Perceived 
by the Patient” was a best 
seller when it was written. 
It started a movement of 
patients working with their 
doctors and using humor to 

boost their bodies’ capacity 
for healing.

I do believe pain is more 
acute when we can’t deal 
with the issues of life with 
humor.

I once heard a story 
about a famous priest who 
had a vision from God. 
When he was asked what 
God told him, he replied, 
“God said to me, ‘don’t take 
yourself so seriously.’”

I received a call a few 
years ago from an elder-
ly reader who wanted to 
renew his subscription to 
the paper. I asked if he 
wanted to renew for one, 
two, or three years. His 
reply was, “One year. I’m so 
old I don’t even buy green 
bananas!”

Now there’s a person 
who I’ll bet lived longer 
because he had a sense of 
humor.

My sense of humor was 
shaped by Mark Twain. His 
humor is so dry you have 
to watch for it lest you get 
taken in by his prose and 
take it literally. I have found 
myself laughing out loud 
reading a passage from 
“Roughing It” or “Life on 
the Mississippi.”

And it was Twain who 
said, “Against the assault of 
laughter, nothing stands.”

So, live a little, laugh a 
little … or maybe laugh a 
lot!

Randy Keck is the owner and 
editor of The Community 
News.

Slings&Arrows

Not as bad as it sounded

Randy Keck
rkeck@community-news.com

“A good 
laugh 
overcomes 
more dif-
ficulties 
and dis-
sipates 
more dark 
clouds 
than any 
other one 
thing.

-Laura Ingalls Wilder

QUOTABLE

“A person without a sense of humor is 
like a wagon without springs. It’s jolted 
by every pebble on the road.”

–Henry Ward Beecher
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Parker County Women’s 
and Newcomers’ Club
Laurie Chance Smith, 
author of “Around Veal’s 
Station,” will be the fea-
tured speaker at the 
August meeting of the The 
Parker County Women’s 
and Newcomers’ Club, 
which meets at 9:30 a.m. 
on the second Friday 
of every month at First 
United Methodist Family 
Life Center, 301 S. Main 
in Weatherford. The social 
hour, including Club Shop, 
begins at 9:30 a.m. The 
business meeting, including 
program, is at 10:30 a.m. 
Lunch is $11. Please make 
lunch reservations by call-
ing Shirley at 817-757-7379. 
For more information on the 
organization, visit pcwnc.
org.

Meet the Band
The Aledo High School 
band program will host 
“Meet the Band” from 6-7 
p.m. Friday, Aug. 13, at 
Aledo High School. Food 
trucks, Aledo merchan-
dise, and live music will be 
featured (food trucks will 

arrive at 5 p.m.). The Band 
Olympics will follow at 7 
p.m.

AUGUST 14

Meet the Bearcats
Meet the Bearcats will be 
held at noon on Saturday, 
Aug. 14, at the Aledo High 
School Indoor Practice 
Facility. Meet the Bearcats 
traditionally provides fans 

(young and old alike) an 
opportunity to meet fall 
athletes and cheerleaders.

AUGUST 16

Rotary Club of Aledo
The Rotary Club of Aledo 
meets from 11:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. the first and third 
Monday of each month at 
Sunny Street Cafe, 229 
Shops Blvd. Suite 103 in 

Willow Park. For more infor-
mation, visit aledorotary.org.

Meet the Teacher
All Aledo ISD elementary 
schools will host “Meet the 
Teacher” on Monday, Aug. 
16. For students whose 
names begin with A-L, the 
time will be 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
For students whose names 
begin with M-Z, the time 
will be 5:30-6:30 p.m.

AUGUST 24

Aledo Community Lions 
Club

The Aledo Community 
Lions Club meets from 12-1 
p.m. the fourth Tuesday 
of each month at the 
Aledo Community Center. 
The public is invited. For 
more information call Bob 
Carlson at 817-718-4902.

SEPTEMBER 06

Rotary Club of Aledo

The Rotary Club of Aledo 
meets from 11:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. the first and third 
Monday of each month at 
Sunny Street Cafe, 229 
Shops Blvd. Suite 103 in 
Willow Park. For more infor-
mation, visit aledorotary.org.

SEPTEMBER 10

Parker County Women’s 
and Newcomers’ Club

The Parker County 
Women’s and Newcomers’ 
Club meets at 9:30 a.m. 
on the second Friday 
of every month at First 
United Methodist Family 
Life Center, 301 S. Main 
in Weatherford. The social 
hour, including Club Shop, 
begins at 9:30 a.m. The 
business meeting, including 
program, is at 10:30 a.m. 
Lunch is $11. Please make 
lunch reservations by call-
ing Shirley at 817-757-7379. 
For more information on the 
organization, visit pcwnc.
org.

Pastor, Clark Bosher

RANCH HOUSE PROFESSIONAL BUILDING

126 RANCH HOUSE ROAD

MARCUS GLEATON, OD
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

ALEDO FAMILY EYE CARE
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

A MEMBER OF

visionsource-aledofamilyeyecare.com

Mark A. McAdams, DDS

Suite 800 • (817) 441-8003

CATLIN, LILLARD & CO. PC
Tax, Assurance,
Consulting,
Business Advisors

Suite 1200 • (817) 441-2600 • clc-cpa.com
S. Brian Catlin, CPA  Ralph Lillard, CPA

Trusted since 1977

23
96

58

Dale Mares, AAMS
817-441-5061
126 S. Ranch house Rd., #600
Aledo 

Insurance and discounts subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance 
Co. Life insurance offered through Allstate Life Ins. Co. & Allstate Assurance Co. Northbrook, IL; and American Heritage Life Insurance Co., 
Jacksonville, FL. Securities offered by Personal Financial Representatives through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA).  
Registered Broker-Dealer. Member FINRA, SIPC. Main Office: 2920 South 84th Street, Lincoln, NE 68506. (877) 525-5727. © 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

PROTECT YOUR WORLD

FATHER & SONS 
TREES SERVICE

“We Go Out On A Limb For You”

• Trimming
• Removals
• 24 Hour Storm Response
• No Tree Too Small or 

Large

• Dead Wood Mistletoe 
Removal

• Sick Tree Treatment
• Tree Repair Cabling
• Stump Grinding
• Lot Clearing

Don’t Let Tree Limbs Damage Your Property

SENIORS, FIRST RESPONDERS & HEALTHCARE WORKERS DISCOUNTS

PLEASE CALL US FOR

FREE ESTIMATE & INSPECTIONS
817-296-2880

Insured  
& Certified

Matt Morris
817-529-5325 

matt@gusbates.com

Proud to 
Support the Aledo 

Bearcats

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra 
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affi liate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affi liated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments. 

817-732-4419
www.sarahmorrisdds.comEMPLOYEE BENEFITS, PROPERTY & CASUALTY, 

RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES
FAMILY DENTISTRY WHERE HONESTY & INTEGRITY MATTER!

State of the Art Sterilization Room
Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening

Massage Chairs and HDTV
Water Purification System

2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 · Fort Worth, TX 76116

community-news.com
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FENCE SUPPLY

Wholesale to the Public

1508 Mineral Wells Hwy
Weatherford • 817-841-8577

@DuramexFenceSupplyWeatherford

FENCE SUPPLY
Come and check out our new store!

Jim Martin
REALTOR®

Owner – MartinLandSales.com

5600 E. I-20 Service Rd S
Willow Park, TX 76008

Ofc:  817.441.2102
Fax:  817.441.2511

Cell:  817.538.6846
Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com  

Life insurance 
from a real-life 
person.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Get life insurance that comes 
with someone local (me).  
I’m here to help you protect 
your family’s financial future. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708148

Bobby J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX  76008

Bus: 817-441-9966
bobby@bobbyrigues.com

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. and Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc:817-441-2425 • Fax: 817-441-2491
www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

Looking for 
the Top Dog?

THE COMMUNITY NEWS
Parker County’s only locally-owned newspaper

It’s a local call -
click - e-mail!

817-441-7661 • www.community-news.com
rkeck@community-news.com

VOLLEYBALL

Ladycats 
fall in 
season 
opener
By Nolan Ruth
The Community News

The volleyball season officially 
got under way Tuesday night in 
Keller when the Ladycats took the 
floor for the 2021 season opener. It 
was a close and hard-fought match, 
but the Ladycats came up short, 
losing three sets to one.

After dropping the opening set 
19-25, the Ladycats made a state-
ment in the second set by winning 
25-8. The final two sets were close 
but Aledo fell short 20-25 and 
23-25.

“The girls played well, but just 
couldn’t finish the job,” head coach 
Claire Gay said in a single state-
ment. “It’s good to be exposed and 
we are ready to work.”

Despite the loss, senior Mattie 
Gantt was named the player of the 
match. Gantt recorded 28 assists 
and three aces while also getting 17 
digs and two blocks defensively.

Young sophomore star Vivian 
Parker had a stellar match as well, 
receiving 29 serves with only two 
errors, 17 digs, nine kills, a block, 
and an ace. Payton Hilmar also 
played well, recording 8 kills and 
three blocks.

The Ladycats will look to 
respond this weekend with a tour-
nament in Rockwall. The first home 
match will be at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Aug 17 against Paschal High School.

TENNIS

Aledo Varsity splits season opener doubleheader
by Andrea Garnett
The Community News

The RacquetCats start-
ed their fall team tennis off 
with a great start defeat-
ing Abilene Cooper 11-3 at 
home on Thursday, Aug. 5.

Boys doubles swept 
the competition with 
Line 1 Jax Joiner/Hogan 
Posey (6-3)(6-2), Line 2 
Ian Leslie/Scott Mason 
(6-4)(6-1), and Line 3 Ben 

Farmer/Craig Mason (0-6)
(6-2)10-2.

Girls doubles came 
away with two wins with 
Line 1 Katie Siddons/
Georgia Posey (6-0)(6-0) 
and Line 3 Payton Bierle/
Zoe Whitcomb (5-7)
(6-4)10-3. The mixed dou-
bles pair of Zane Martin/
Kenley Germany also won 
(6-1)(0-6)10-5.

Boys singles posted 
wins with Line 2 Ian Leslie 
(4-6)(6-4)10-8, Line 4 
Scott Mason (7-5)(6-3) and 
Craig Mason (6-1)(6-0). 
Girls singles had wins from 
Line 1 Katie Siddons (6-1)
(6-3) and Line 3 Georgia 
Posey (6-0)(6-1).

Competition was 
stopped after Aledo 
achieved 11 wins to take 

the match; the first team to 
10 wins.

Later that afternoon 
and with higher tempera-
tures on the court Aledo 
failed to win against a 
strong Abilene High team 
6-13.

Boys doubles wins 
went to Line 1 Joiner/
Posey (6-4)(6-4) and Line 
2 Leslie/Farmer (7-6)3 
(6-3). Girls doubles wins 

came from Line 1 Siddons/
Posey (6-3)(6-2) and Line 
3 (7-5)(4-6)10-7. Aledo had 
no victories in boys’ singles 
and only two wins in girls’ 
singles with Line 1 Siddons 
(6-0)(6-3) and Line 3 
Posey (4-6)(6-0)10-8.

Aledo’s next match is 
Friday, Aug. 13 at home 
against Boswell High start-
ing at 4:30 p.m.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo Racquetcats shown are (front row, from left) Katie Siddons, Georgia Posey, Kenley Germany, Paige Federman, Zoe Whitcomb, Payton Bierle, 
Cambell Charrier, and Bryanna Orr and (back row) Zane Martin, Connor Avery, Jax Joiner, Hogan Posey, Craig Mason, Scott Mason, and Ian Leslie.

FOOTBALL

Bearcat seniors accept mission
Three milestones can 
be set this season
By Nolan Ruth
The Community News

It is officially football season! 
Monday evening the Aledo Bearcats 
took the practice field for the 
first time in the 2021 season. The 
Bearcats have a big season coming 
up with three major milestones that 
can be met this season.

First, the Bearcats will be able to 
reach 100 consecutive district wins 
by mid-October. Burleson, Everman, 
Joshua, and Mansfield Timberview 
are the teams that stand in the way 
of that. Secondly, another state title 
will accomplish two more mile-
stones. Aledo can extend its state 
championship record to 11, and can 
four-peat for the first time in school 
history. The four-peat milestone 

will make this year’s senior class 
probably the most prolific in school 
history.

“It’s been incredible,” senior line-
man and first year starter Jurrien 
Loftin said, looking forward to the 
season. “We have a lot of great lead-
ership and a lot of guys who have 
been here before and done it before. 
But like Coach Buc says all the time, 
this is our year. No one is going to 
care about the ones that came before 
us if we don’t get it done now.”

The laser focus determination 
could be felt on both ends of the 
practice field with the offense and 
the defense. Defensively, this could 
be a very good year for the Bearcats 
with two Division I recruits and one 
of the top sophomores in the state.

“Personally I would like to lead 
the state in sacks this year,” defen-
sive end Kyle “Boogie” Thompson 
said. “I want to keep the district 

streak alive and ultimately win a 
state championship. It’s a fresh year 
with new people but we have a solid 
group this year. I think we have 
what it takes to win it again.”

The defense will be led by 
Thompson, along with star defensive 
back BJ Allen and senior corner-
back Sammy Steffe; all three played 
a vital role in the Aledo defense in 
2020.

Offensively, there are a lot 
more moving parts compared to 
last year’s squad. The key compo-
nents will be quarterback Brayden 

Fowler-Nicolosi and tight end Jason 
Llewellyn. After only starting for 
half of the season in 2020, Nicolosi 
is ready for a full season in black and 
orange with some fresh faces.

“I’m looking forward to growing 
closer with these guys,” Nicolosi said 
after the second day of practice. 
“Hopefully we can finish the same 
way we did last year. This is my 
family, we had automatic chemistry 
when I came in last October and I 
think we feel really good.”

“Obviously we want to go 16-0 
and win a state championship,” 

Llewellyn added to Nicolosi’s sen-
timent. “It should be a really fun 
senior season. Everyone talks about 
the senior season, you see it in mov-
ies, it’s just the time to be alive. 
Bringing a lot of energy and teach-
ing these younger guys how to be 
a Bearcat and how to win is a top 
priority as well.”

Complementing the returning 
offensive stars, Maddox Epperson 
and Gunnar Allen will lead the 
charge up front. Both players are the 
key returning pieces on an offensive 
line that will look pretty new start-
ing the season. Both were short on 
words, but clear in their goal.

“I’m looking forward to my 
senior season,” Epperson said. “I 
want to help the younger guys too 
so that when we leave, they can 

“No one is going to care about the 
ones that came before us if we 
don’t get it done now.”

- Jurrien Loftin

Turn to SENIORS, page 10

http://community-news.com/subscribe
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Classifieds
TexSCAN Week of 
August 8-14, 2021

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

ARROWHEADS
Indian Arrowheads Wanted – Point Type: Must be 
old, authentic & unbroken. Absolute TOP DOLLAR 
Paid – Up to 5 figures for one point. I am a very serious 
high-end collector. Call 979-218-3351.

AUCTION
Corpus Christi – 17,000± SF Commercial Bldg. on 
1.92± Acres, Former Fitness Center. Bid deadline: 
Sept. 1, 14325 Northwest Blvd., 1 mile west of I-69E 
& I-37 interchange. Equipment available separately. 
Northwest Blvd. daily traffic: 30,000+ VPD. Hilco 
Real Estate Sales, 855-755-2300, HilcoRealEstate.com.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 
power during utility power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 
1-855-704-8579.

RESEARCH
Rural adults who eat meat may qualify to participate in 
a research study on food choice. Participants complete 
a survey and interview and receive a $25 gift card. 
emily.belarmino@uvm.edu, 802-656-0540.

INTERNET
AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month. Get More For 
Your High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today 
1-855-439-5457.

MAINTENANCE
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

TRUCK DRIVERS
Be Your Own Boss, Choose Your Own Routes! 
Looking for CDL drivers to deliver new trucks all 
over the country, starting in Laredo, TX. Experience 
preferred. Must have DOT physical and be willing 
to keep logs. No DUIs in the last 10 years, clean 
MVR. Quality Drive-Away. Apply online at 
www.qualitydriveaway.com or call 574-642-2023.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress   #6258

WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001..

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

KIMBERLY MEYER, ABR, CRS, GRI
REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com
4500 Hartwood Dr, Fort Worth, TX 76109-1840
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
Global Luxury Specialist

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Operated by a subsidary 
of NRT, LLC

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662
24-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $4524-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $45
Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)

We have lots of room 
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

Mike Tandy
Owner

In Business Since 1996

TANDY 
METAL BUILDINGS & 

FENCING

Mobile: 817.925.5843

Weld up • Bolt up • Horse Barns  • Welding
Custom Pipe Fencing • Fencing • Metal Homes

www.tandymetalbuildings.com215 Mesquite St. * Aledo, Texas 76008* 817-378-4423

*Livestock Feed
*Pet Food
*Bagged Fertilizer
*Salt Products
*Deer Feeders

Monday - Friday 
8:00am to 5:30pm 

Saturday  
8:00am to 12:30pm 

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELLRESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED
TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas 
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive 

Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity! 
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

709 N FM 1187, Suite 800, Aledo
817-732-7665 · 817-441-8100

www.fortworthcustompools.org
fortworthcustompools@msn.com

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

Holly Green, Owner 
10943 S FM 1187 Road
Fort Worth, Texas 76126

“You Jingle...We Shingle™”
817.441.6973

service@brettcoroofing.com

Business Cards

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR BID 
CITY OF ALEDO

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Aledo, Texas, will receive 
written Bids only, for MOWING AND LAWN CARE MAINTENANCE, as 
stated in the Request for Bid documents.

The City shall receive bids from qualified professional lawn service 
companies specializing in commercial lawn maintenance for the City 
of Aledo as outlined in the Request for Bid.

Said Bids must be in the office of the City Secretary, City of Aledo, 
P.O. Box 1, 200 Old Annetta Road, Aledo, Texas 76008, and NO 
LATER THAN 2:00 P.M. CST on SEPTEMBER 13, 2021. Bids that 
are postmarked but not received until after this deadline will not be 
accepted. Bids received after the posted cut-off time will not be 
accepted.

All Bids are to be marked clearly on the outside “BIDS FOR MOWING 
AND LAWN MAINTENANCE SERVICES”.

Bids may be mailed to City of Aledo, P.O. Box 1, Aledo, Texas, 76008 
or delivered by courier or in person to the City Secretary’s office, 
Aledo City Hall, 200 Old Annetta Road, Aledo, Texas, 76008.

Bid documents may be obtained at the City of Aledo City Hall, 200 
Old Annetta Road, Aledo, Texas, 76008.  Bid documents will be ready 
for pickup on and after AUGUST 23, 2021.  Request for Bid docu-
ments may also be downloaded at www.aledotx.gov. Information may 
be requested by email to Toni Fisher at parksdirector@aledotx.gov.

The City of Aledo will NOT entertain Bids received by any electronic 
means.

The right is reserved to reject any and all Bids or to accept the Bid 
which is deemed by the City of Aledo to be in the best interest of the 
City of Aledo.  The City of Aledo also reserves the right to waive any 
irregularities and/or informalities in the Bid process.

For additional information, contact the City of Aledo at (817) 441-
7016, or Facsimile at (817) 441-7520.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED 2021-2022 
FISCAL YEAR BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF WILLOW PARK 

The City of Willow Park City Council will hold a public hearing on the 
proposed 2021-2022 fiscal year budget at a City Council meeting at 
7:00 p.m. on August 24, 2021, in the Willow Park City Hall, Council 
Chambers, 516 Ranch House Road, Willow Park, Texas.

This budget will raise more total property taxes than last year’s 
budget by $139,936 or 8.20% and of that amount $42,741 is tax 
revenue from new property added to the tax roll this year.  The public 
is encouraged to review the City’s proposed budget on the City of 
Willow Park website at www.willowpark.org or view a paper copy of 
the budget in the City Secretary’s office.

The public may comment by providing written comments either 
through the mail at the following address: 516 Ranch House Road, 
Willow Park, Texas 76087, or by email at cscott@willowpark.org.  
Any written comments received by the City on or prior to 5:00 p.m. 
on the day of the public hearing will be included with information pro-
vided to the City Council for their consideration.  

Members of the public are encouraged to provide input through any 
means available and/or to  participate in the public hearing in person.  

Candy Scott 
City Secretary 
City of Willow Park

https://www.coldwellbanker.com/Coldwell-Banker-Realty-12625c/Kimberly-Meyer-508121a
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Call your hearing care professional
to schedule an appointment.

New Pure Charge&Go AX hearing 
aids are the world’s first to offer 
Augmented Focus™ technology to 
deliver outstanding speech clarity 
without compromising comfort and 
awareness. 

Hearing technology 
clearly separate 
from the rest.

Learn more and listen 
for yourself: 

Rechargeable solution 
with portable charger
Rechargeable solution 
with portable charger

Greater than 25% better 
speech understanding in 
noise compared to own 
hearing aids* 

817-263-1971

chappell-hearing-aids.com

*Data on file. 

Offers available only
through 08/31!

FREE DEMONSTRATION.
Hear the difference!

RISK-FREE, 2-WEEK TRIAL.
Zero cost. Zero obligation. 

CHAPPELL

Hearing Hearing Care CenterCare Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste. 702 Fort Worth
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
• 15 minutes from Aledo 
• Most insurance accepted

TACLA67709Ewww.jwmechanicalsystems.com

4 COMMON 
REASONS FOR 
HVAC FAILURE

IS YOUR SYSTEM 
READY THIS SEASON?

CALL 682-999-6062 
TODAY!

Heating and
Air Conditioning 

Maintenance Plans & 
Financing Options Available

Veteran Owned & Family Operated
Aledo Graduate - Class of ‘96

Debris Around the Unit
Heatpumps require approximately 18-24” of 
breathing room.

Improper Installation
This can reduce effi ciency by 30%.

Lack of Maintenance
Regular maintenance can increase a 
system’s life 5-6 years.

Improper Sizing
This causes strain on a 
system’s equipment, 
which will decrease 
the life of 
the unit.

CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 •SAT 8-2 WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Are you growing with us?”
Residential & Commercial

817-441-7777

• Topsoils & Custom 
Soil Blends

• Compost & Mulches
• Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas 
since l986

Pick up or Delivery Available

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED 
CALL CIRRA NETWORKS TODAY

(817) 259-1100  |  www.cirranet.net White’s 
Funeral Home
130 Houston Ave. • Weatherford 

817-596-4811
www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family
serving 

your family
since 1908.

continue to keep winning after we get 
number 11 this year.”

“I’m just ready to hit the field with my 
brothers,” Allen added. “I’ve been looking 
forward to it for a long time and I’m ready 
to win another state championship.”

Two of the newer faces on the offense 
are no strangers to having their names 
called, but both will be stepping into big-
ger roles. Ryan Williams, who spent the 
2020 season at linebacker, will be taking 
over at tailback in place of the graduated 
Demarco Roberts. BJ Fleming will step 
up into the wide receiver hole left by the 
departure of Jo Jo Earle. Fleming knows 
the shoes he is filling and he believes he is 
up to the challenge.

“I want to get my stock up,” Fleming 
said. “Last year I was the second go-to 
man behind Jo Jo, and now I know I have 
to step up and be the man this year, and I 
just want to make sure I complement my 
teammates and we make each other look 
good so we can bring home another title.”

Williams, like the linemen that will be 
in front of him this year, was brief in his 
statement, but the eagle-eye look of deter-
mination said all that needed to be said.

“This team means a lot,” Williams said. 
“They’re family to me. The more we prac-
tice and work, the better chance we have 
to win, and we want that eleventh ring.”

The Bearcats will be in full pads at 
the end of the week, with an intra-squad 
scrimmage on Saturday. Next week the 
Bearcats will travel to Arlington for a 
scrimmage with Bowie High School in the 
first real action of the season, beginning 
the quest for what hopes to be another 
state title.

SENIORS
from page nine

SWIMMING

Two Parker County swimmers compete 
at National Futures Championship
by Suzanne Carlson
The Community News

Two Parker County swimmers 
attended the 2021 USA Swimming 
National Futures Championships 
in West Fargo, North Dakota, on 
July 28-31.

Jaelle Carlson (18) and Aledo 
High School graduate Hannah 
Farmer (19) competed at the 
event, one of four such meets 
across the nation, at the Hulbert 
Aquatics Center. The competi-
tion pool was built for the 2016 
Olympic Trials in Nebraska and 
was sold to the Hulbert Aquatics 
Center as a joint venture, then 
moved to West Fargo.

Both ladies formally competed 
under the Fort Worth Area Swim 
Team (FAST) which merged with 
Sigma Swim (under Metroplex 
Aquatics) back in March of 2019, 
two-weeks before the shutdown.

Farmer, a sophomore this 
fall, has been swimming at 
the University of Houston. In 
Fargo, she qualified to swim the 
100-breast with a 12th place 
finish and time of 1:14.83, the 
200-breast with an 11th place fin-
ish and a time of 2:40.43, and 
ended the meet with a 50-free 
time of 27.64. 

Carlson, an incoming fresh-
man at The University of 
Arkansas at Little Rock (UALR) 

this fall, qualified to swim the 
200-free, the 100-free with a 6th 
place finish (qualifying for Winter 
Junior Nationals in December) 

with a time of 57.89, the 100-
fly swimming a 1:05.82, and 
finished 22nd in the 50-free with 
a 27.22. These times along with 

her GPA qualified her for the USA 

Swimming 2020-2021 Scholastic 

All American Team.

SUZANNE CARLSON/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

From left: Hannah Farmer (19), Jaelle Carlson (18), and Coach Wendy Gettings
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Come in for Free Samples!

Get Help WITHOUT the High

(Date)
(Address)

(Date)
(Address)

OFF
%

CBD American Shaman Aledo
709 N. FM 1187 Ste. 700 • Aledo • 817-782-4449

Don’t forget your four-legged 
family member when you travel!

• Boarding 

• Grooming 

• Heated & 
Cooled 

• Indoor & 
Outdoor Runs

• 24-Hour 
Attendant 

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071

Newly-Upgraded boarding facilities

Lori Fowler, Ph.D.
B R O K E R ,  O W N E R

405 S. FM 1187
Suite 400

817.825.8293
Charitablerealty.org

C H A R I T A B L E
R E A L T Y

Where Commissions become Donations

Over $550,000 Donated to Charity!

Moritz Chevrolet · Chrysler · Jeep 
Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) · 817-696-2000

Moritz Kia · 8501 I-30 · 817-560-6000

Bearcats — Ladycats!Bearcats — Ladycats!

Just for
Just for

SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!

11.25.21
Bearcat Stadium

FOLLOW THE COMMUNITY NEWS FOR UPDATES!
EMAIL :  INFO@ALEDOTHANKSGIVINGTROT.COM 
WEBSITE:  W W W.ALEDOTHANKGIVINGTROT.COM

11.2  .182 

Mini Cheer Camp
Summer camp season ended with Mini Cheer Camp last week - Photos by Randy Keck

https://cbdaledo.com

