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WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

The Halls of Congress
AHS graduate does 
advocacy at the  
national level
By Randy Keck
The Community News

Editor’s Note: This is the first 
in what we plan as a series of sto-
ries about former local students 
and where they are now. To nom-
inate a former student, send an 
email to news@community-news.
com.

Are you doing what you thought 
you would be doing when you were 
in High School?

Austin Hall isn’t — and he’s fine 
with that. He’s found his passion. 
And he found it in Washington, 
D.C.

Hall graduated from Aledo 
High School in 2012.

“The thing I was most pas-
sionate about, being a part of 
the fantastic Bearcat Regiment 
in the Aledo High School Band, 
was music performance,” Hall 
said. “During my senior year of 
high school I auditioned at several 
schools of music around the coun-
try, everywhere from Juilliard, 
University of Michigan, and also 
the University of North Texas.”

Hall ultimately chose UNT to 
study music performance and edu-
cation,’ but that’s not where he 
stayed.

“About two years into my col-
lege career I decided that music 
was just a hobby, and that I did 
not want to pursue it as a full-time 
profession,” Hall said, “and it was 
then that I switched to political 
science.”

So after receiving a degree in 
political science, with a minor in 
music, Hall had to decide what 
came next.

“I ended up applying to a bunch 
of law schools. And I eventually 
realized that I didn’t really have 
the desire to practice law,” Hall 
said. “I ended up deferring my law 
school acceptances, and I start-
ed to look for internships here in 
Washington.”

“I wanted to be in the center of 
law and government and there’s 
really no better place for that than 
Washington, D.C.,” Hall added.

 Hall found an internship at 
a small boutique lobbying firm 
called Washington Partners LLC.

“During that internship, I 
realized that I really enjoyed the 
advocacy space and being able to 
advocate to government on behalf 
of certain groups of people and in 
certain organizations. And I was 
lucky enough to be hired full-time 
there at Washington partners. Fast 
forward five years and I’m still 
with the firm.”

The firm grew when it merged 
with a larger lobbying firm and the 

new name is Bose Public Affairs 
Group. Hall actually has two job 
titles in the company.

At Bose Public Affairs Group, 
his title is Assistant Vice President.

“So the thing that I really enjoy 
about this position is that no two 
days are ever the same,” Hall said. 
He compared his job to being like 
a lawyer.

“But your client is an organi-
zation and your practice is not in 
a courtroom — it’s in a legislative 
body or an executive agency trying 
to advance your client’s interest 
in Congress and the executive 
branch, and even more recently in 
state houses around the country,” 
he added.

Hall gave an example that ties 
in with his other job title.

“I have a client called the STEM 
Education Coalition (science, tech-
nology, engineering, mathematics 
education coalition). And it’s a 
client of the firm, but it’s also a sep-
arate nonprofit organization that 
we run at the firm. In that nonprof-
it, I am the Director of Policy,” Hall 
said. “One example I’ll give is that 
the COVID-19 pandemic has pre-
sented, obviously, a huge amount 
of challenges for everybody in the 
education space.

“But one of the most signifi-
cant and emerging things that was 
very clear as soon as the pandemic 
started was that we have a huge 

distance education, and particular-
ly internet connection, problem for 
students to access e-learning.”

Hall said his group advocated 
in Congress to provide resourc-
es and funding for schools and 
families to be able to access high 
speed internet, and also be able to 
get devices so that students could 
could continue learning in a virtual 
environment.

“There are certainly many chal-
lenges to that. But the first thing 
that we want to accomplish is to 
be able to get devices and internet 
connectivity out to folks,” Hall said. 
“And so we advocated Congress 

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Austin Hall is shown on the Speaker’s balcony at the United States Capitol Building.

Turn to HALL, page 3

Bond 
project 
update

Annetta Elementary 
set to open this month
By Makenzie Plusnick
The Community News

Annetta Elementary School is 
set to open later this month, com-
pleting one of the 2019 bond’s major 
projects. 

Director of Construction and 
Facilities Tyler Boswell updated 
the board about the status of the 
bond projects in July. Two of the 
larger items in the voter-approved 
bond package were a new elemen-
tary campus and a new middle 
school campus. The bond package 
also included renovations to three 
campuses, new furniture for three 
existing elementary schools, land 
purchases for future school sites and 
new school buses. The total cost 
of the bond came out to $149,950 
million. 

One of the new campuses, 
Annetta Elementary School, will 
open its doors for students this 
month. The bond had budgeted 
more than $36,507,000 for the proj-
ect, while the current amount the 
district expects to pay for the project 
is more than $36,780. Though this 
amount exceeds the budget, Boswell 
says this is not a concern.

“Part of that to understand is we 
still have about $850 thousand in 
our contingency, so we still have a 
healthy contingency sitting there,” 
he said. “We do have open items, 
just things we needed to accomplish 
with getting the schedule, keeping it 
on track and out in front of us.”

The 107,391 square foot school 
moved technology and furniture 
into the building in July, and media 
center and playground equipment 
will be moved in and installed in 
early August, Boswell said. However, 
fencing for the playground has been 
delayed, so temporary fencing will 
be placed around the equipment. 

See our sneak peek of Annetta 
Elementary School in this week’s  

Back to School section.

The campus is located on FM 5 
in Annetta, which has been under-
going a widening project by TxDOT. 
The project began in June and has 
had daily single-lane closures, but 
no detours were required. The pre-
vious asphalt top was removed and 
a new asphalt top began instillation 
to the west bound lane in mid-July, 
Boswell said.

The second new campus includ-
ed in the bond, McAnally Middle 
School, will serve grades 6-8. The 
bond budgeted $53.7 million for 
the 181,009 square foot school 
but the district has only spent 
$49,170,312.28 on the project so far. 

Turn to BONDS, page 4
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YPC offers quality, healthy meals for busy families
Families living in the 

hustled and hurried world 
of back to school sometimes 
don’t have an opportunity to 
prepare quality or healthy 
food at home.

For almost seven years 
Your Personal Chef, locat-
ed at the corner of Oak and 
Pecan Streets in Aledo, has 
been providing delicious, 
quality meals for busy local 
residents.

Owners Chris and Janet 
Coble know how busy life 
can be – their own children 
attend Aledo Schools.

“We have available meals 
for you to come in and pick 
up fresh every single day, 
made from scratch,” Janet 
said. “Our dinner menu 
changes every day. We always 
have a fish choice, we have a 
healthy choice, we have fam-
ily favorites, we have side 
salads, side dishes, and des-
serts. We even have beer and 
wine, and lunch options are 
available as well.

Janet said some of the 
favorite main dishes are 
Meatloaf, Pecan Chicken, and 
Cowboy Brisket Casserole. 
She said the Grilled Chicken 
Piccata and Mediterranean 
Chicken Hummus Bowls are 
popular healthy choices.

For add-ons, customers 
can select Greek or Caesar 
salads or side dishes like gar-
lic broccoli, roasted mixed 

veggies, carrots, or mac and 
cheese.

 “Every Tuesday we do 
chicken nuggets,” Janet said. 
“That’s really popular with 
the kids, especially at this 
time of year.

As for the beer and wine 
selection, Your Personal Chef 
offers local craft beers.

“Honestly, things that we 
enjoy we bring in for the rest 
of the community to enjoy,” 
Janet said.

Chris, a professional-
ly trained chef, went to the 
Culinary Institute of America 
in the 1990s. After serving as 
a chef in the Virgin Islands, 
Puerto Rico, and other loca-
tions, he moved back to 

Fort Worth and started Your 
Personal Chef.

He started at home, pre-
paring meals for clients who 
would often have Chris plan 
their meals for the week.

Shortly after he began his 
venture, he and Janet met.

“In 2005 he was looking 
to expand the business and 
I was looking to change up 

my career. And so when we 
married I quit my corporate 
job and decided to do what 
he was doing, and took on 
my own clients,” Janet said.

The Cobles moved to 
Aledo in 2011 when son 
Sam was six months old, and 
daughter Lily was 18 months.

“We kept all of our cli-
ents and we would just drive 

into Fort Worth and cook 
for them — most of our 
customer base was in Fort 
Worth. And we just didn’t 
have enough time in our day 
to take on anybody else,” 
Janet said.

The Cobles moved the 
business to its current loca-
tion in January of 2015.

The kitchen at YPC is 
wide open so customers 
can see their food being 
prepared.

“There are no preserva-
tives in our food,” Janet said. 
“Everything’s made from 
scratch from raw ingredi-
ents. So when you look in 
our store, you don’t see a 
bunch of canned things. In 
fact, the only canned prod-
ucts we use are canned 
tomatoes and pumpkin for 
the pies. We put a lot of love 
into our food.”

You can pop in anytime 
to see what’s available that 
day or call ahead and they 
will set your meal aside for 
you. You can also call in a 
custom order with 24 hours 
notice.

Your Personal Chef is 
located at 213 E. Oak St. in 
Aledo. For more information, 
call 817-926-2762 or visit 
ypccorp.com.

https://www.community-news.com/in-around-parker-county/
https://crossingaledo.com
https://www.ypccorp.com
https://www.grandadventuretexas.com
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to eventually pass the CARES 
Act, which was the big first major 
Coronavirus relief package which 
included funding for broadband 
connectivity devices so that schools 
and students could access devices. 
And schools could help pass out 
hotspots.”

Hall said his group also did 
work in the Texas legislature to 
make sure the federal relief funds 
were used wisely.

“And so that led to an initiative 
that was announced by the Texas 
Governor and supported by the 
Texas legislature called Operation 
Connectivity,” Hall said. “So that 
school districts like Aledo ISD, 
Dallas, ISD, Fort Worth ISD, all of 
a sudden received this significant 
amount of funding to make sure 
that every student had a device and 
some sort of internet connectivity 
so they could continue learning 
in a virtual platform during the 
COVID-19 crisis. That’s an example 
of some of the advocacy work that 
we do, especially during COVID 
times.”

Hall was asked what he enjoys 
most about his job.

“The thing I like best about it is 
being able to be an advocate here 
in Washington, but also see how 
what happens here in Washington 
impacts folks back at home in Texas 
and all around the country, and 
being able to elevate the voices of 
those that don’t necessarily work as 
professionals here in Washington.

“A lot of the work that we do 
is trying to elevate the voices of 
populations who haven’t tradition-
ally had access to power and add a 
voice in the halls of Congress which 
really try to elevate those voices so 
that their concerns are heard and 
met. It’s no secret that Washington 
can be a place where the influential 
people really do have unfettered 
access at times. And so trying to 

compete with those forces, we real-
ly want to elevate the voices of those 
that aren’t traditionally heard to 
those in power. And it’s really great 
to see when that daily scrum that 
we get involved with up here makes 
an impact, most recently around 
these Coronavirus relief packages. 
There’s been a ton of money that’s 
gotten back into the community, 
even Aledo and Weatherford and 
surrounding communities that’s 
been really influential and really 
impactful. And it’s good to see that 
work make an impact.”

Hall recalled how his experi-
ence at Aledo helped prepare him 
for the life he lives today.

“I was blessed  to have great 
teachers all throughout my time 
at Aledo, from  kindergarten all 
the way through 12th grade. It was 
very rare that I had an issue with an 
educator at Aledo ISD. They’re all 
great. It really was, for me, a com-
munity where I felt that they really 
wanted students to succeed and 
wanting to help elevate students to 
become the best that they can be,” 
Hall said. “If I were to select a few 
folks that really had an impact on 
me,[it would be] the band direc-
tors and the music teachers — Mr. 
Paul, Mr. Albin, Mr. Qualls, and 
others — they instilled in me a 
sense of how to work hard, how to 
how to have a positive outlook on 
everything that we do, how to work 
collaboratively as a team towards a 
common objective. And those fun-
damental values I took to college 
as a music major, when I got into 
political science, and even what I’m 
doing now, they really did have a 
profound impact on me.”

Hall also said his mother, Paula, 
helped instill an interest in politics 
and government due to her activ-
ism. They went to Washington for 
Obama’s second inauguration. 

“And it was really then I realized 
this seems like a super cool field 
where you can make a huge impact 
on people’s lives.”

Not to mention the opportunity 
to catch a foul ball at a Washington 
Nationals game, which happened 
on Monday.

“If I were to go back and ask 
myself when I was back at home in 
Aledo, could I ever have imagined 
where I’d be now? And that answer 
is ‘no way.’ I could have never imag-
ined where life would have taken 
me now. And I say that like I’m 50 
years old or something, but I’m only 
26. But even in that short amount 
of time between 2012 and 2021 
I could not have imagined that 
pathway. And I have to go back and 
credit number one, my education 
that I received in Aledo, but also 
the community for just establish-
ing that baseline of support, and 
that feeling of welcomeness make 
everything else that happened after 
that possible. That really was a 
blessing.

HALL
from page one

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Austin Hall in the Longworth 
Building in Washington, D.C.
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Family ties?
SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Rena Peden, left, discusses possible family ties with Donald Trump, Jr.

Peden, Trump talk 
family histories
By Randy Keck
The Community News

When Donald Trump, Jr. visited 
Parker County on July 16, local resi-
dent Rena Peden had more than just 
politics on her mind.

Peden, who is a former Parker 
County Commissioner representing 
this area, has been active in her 
party. She has served in a number of 
positions since she became active in 
Republican politics about 1979, She 
has served on the State Executive 
Committee. She has also been 
active on the Candidate Resource 
Committee, which helps down-bal-
lot Republicans get elected. 

And, in 2016, she was a del-
egate to the Republican National 
Convention and served as a Donald 
Trump Elector from Texas.

But all of that aside, she had 
family matters to discuss.

Trump’s grandmother and 
Peden’s mother were both born on 
the Stornoway Isle of Lewis in the 

Hebrides off the northwest coast of 
Scotland.

The two were born about ten 
years apart, and both were named 
Macleon.

The United States had an air 
base on the island during World 
War II.

Peden and Trump agreed that 
there had to be a tie somewhere.

“I would have gone anyway to 
support my party,” Peden said. “But 
this was a bonus.”

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Rena Peden, center, is shown with 
Leann Ivey from Congressman 
Roger Williams’ staff (left) and Deon 
Starnes, Senator Drew Springer’s 
District Director.

https://www.aledomedicinestore.com
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The campus, located on Old 
Weatherford Road, is currently 
undergoing foundation work, utility 
work, and electrical work, according 
to Boswell. The school is expected 
to be mostly completed in late June 
2022 so it can open for the 2022-23 
school year.

Work on the expansions and ren-
ovations for Aledo Middle School 
has started, Boswell said. The bond 
includes grade-level academic wings 
and a new library, fine arts wing, 
cafeteria space, and field house. 
Pier drilling and foundation work 
is underway. Fire proofing on the 
project is complete and all framing 
inspections have been completed. 
Drywall is currently going up.

“We have about forty drywallers 
in there right now and then painters 
come in right behind that,” Boswell 
said. “So there will be one right 
behind the other to get this thing 
ready to go for students.”

The contractor for the project 
has run into problems, Boswell said.

“We have seen that contractor 
have some labor shortages, some 
challenges, we’ve had some unfore-
seen [situations],” Boswell said. 
“Some of these jobs that are start-
ing later in the spring and on into 
summer… we are starting to see the 
quirky material supply chain issues 
for paint and just odd things... we 
are just doing our best to manage 
that.” 

An unexpected problem the dis-
trict ran into with the campus is 
with the concrete slab cutouts, spe-
cifically with the south side of the 
school, Boswell said. The district 

had to tear more of the concrete 
slabs out than expected to fix prob-
lems with the slabs and plumbing, 
he added. 

“Those are the areas we are really 
focusing on and really wanting to 
manage and stay on top of,” he said. 
“Those will be the last pieces that go 
together for the students.”

Another major ticket item from 
the bond is the conversion of the 
McAnally Intermediate School to 
the new Vandagriff Elementary 
School. The 103,866 square foot 
school, which will serve grades K-5, 
is expected to open Aug. 2022. The 
district budgeted for $9,611 million. 

The district had only spent nearly 
$8.4 million of the budget thus far, 
Boswell said. 

The contractor for the project 
started working on the campus in 
June, Boswell said. They have been 
careful to work around material 
shortages, though it is not as much 
of a problem for this project because 
it has more time to be completed, 
Boswell said. 

“They were very conscientious 
about not going in and really demo-
ing that school out this summer,” he 
said. “Just getting started in June, 
getting all their sub [contractors] on 
board, materials procured, making 

sure they can get a material to put it 
back, so not tearing something out if 
we couldn’t get it done.” 

The district is just starting 
on the conversion of the current 
Vandagriff Elementary School to 
Early Childhood Academy project. 
The Early Childhood Academy will 
house pre-kindergarten, as well as 
have a preschool program for chil-
dren with disabilities and a daycare 
for Aledo ISD employees. It is pro-
jected to open for fall 2022. 

This fall, the district will issue 
drawings and it will start bidding in 
January. Construction is set to begin 
in March 2022.

BONDS
from page one

TYLER BOSWELL/ALEDO ISD

Steel framing fot the new McAnally Middle School went up this week.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

An automated crane lifted air con-
ditioning units to the roof of Aledo 
Middle School this week.



 5

A u g u s t  6 ,  2 0 2 1
THE COMMUNITY NEWS 

w w w. c o m m u n i t y - n e w s . c o mCommentaryy

The Community NewsThe Community News
Mail: 
P.O. Box 1031, Aledo, TX 76008

Physical: 
1015 Champions Drive, Aledo, TX

Phone:
817-441-7661 • (Fax) 817-441-5419

Web:
www.community-news.com

Affiliations:
•	 National	Newspaper	

Association
•	 Texas	Press	Association
•	 North	and	East	Texas	Press	

Association
•	 West	Texas	Press	Association
•	 East	Parker	County	Chamber	

of	Commerce
•	 Weatherford	Chamber	of	

Commerce

PUBLISHER/EDITOR

Randy Keck  - rkeck@community-news.com

DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

Loydale Schmid - lschmid@community-news.com

CIRCULATION

Barbara Russell - business@community-news.com

B2B MARKETING

 sales@community-news.com

BILLING

billing@community-news.com

CONTRIBUTORS

SUBSCRIBE
Mail	subscriptions	are	$29	per	year	
in	Parker	and	Tarrant	Counties;	$37	
per	year	elsewhere.	Subscribe	at		
www.community-news.com/subscribe.	
Receive	our	e-version,	print	version,	
or	both	all	for	the	same	price.

SUBMIT STORIES,  
PHOTOS OR IDEAS

We’re	always	on	the	lookout	for	story	
ideas.	To	share	one,	call	Randy	Keck	
at	817-441-7661,	ext.	207	or	email	
news@community-news.com.	Please	
provide	the	basic	story	information	
as	well	as	contact	information	in	case	
we	have	questions.

We	welcome	letters,	articles	and	
guest	opinions	from	our	readers.	
Opinions	expressed	in	this	newspaper	
will	be	labeled	as	opinions,	editorials	
or	letters,	and	do	not	necessarily	
reflect	the	opinions	of	the	ownership.	
Letters	should	be	signed,	and	limit-
ed	to	approximately	300	words.	All	
submissions	to	the	newspaper	should	

include	a	telephone	number	in	case	
we	have	questions.	Letters	are	due	
by	Monday	at	noon	for	that	week’s	
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week’s paper.
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The order has been drawn for eight pro-
posed amendments to the much-amended 
Texas Constitution that will appear on the 
Nov. 2 ballot. The proposed amendments 
were approved by at least two thirds of both 
houses of the state Legislature. According 
to the Austin American-Statesman, they 
include:

• Allowing families to designate an 
“essential caregiver” to have access to loved 
ones in nursing homes and other long-term 
facilities. The issue came up when visitors 
were banned from such facilities during the 
pandemic.

• Banning all government entities — 
state, cities, counties, etc. — from limiting 
or preventing religious services, also an issue 
that arose during the pandemic.

• Providing property tax exemptions to 
spouses of soldiers killed in the line of duty.

• Barring attorneys whose law license has 
previously been suspended or revoked from 
serving as judges, and requiring district 
judges to be practicing lawyers for at least 
eight years. The minimum required now is 
four years.

• Allowing counties to issue bonds to 
finance transportation or other infrastruc-
ture projects in blighted or unproductive 
areas.

• Allowing the state’s professional rodeo 
associations to raise money through raffles, 
as other charities can do.

• Authorizing the State Commission on 
Judicial Conduct, which investigates com-
plaints against judges, to also oversee the 
conduct of judicial candidates.

• Allowing school taxes to continue to 
be reduced for those 55 and older upon the 
death of a spouse with a disability.

As the Statesman reported, Texas voters 
to date have approved 507 amendments, 
making the Texas Constitution one of the 
longest in the nation.

Advice on trees recovering  
from Winter Storm Uri

As August arrives, landowners won-
dering about trees stricken during Winter 
Storm Uri in mid-February can quit won-
dering what to do about trees that are still 
completely bare: they are almost certainly 
not going to come back.

Specialists with the Texas A&M Forest 
Service, along with Neil Sperry, a widely 
known gardening and horticulture expert, 
teamed up last May to urge Texans to wait 
until mid-July before cutting down leafless 
trees. The vast majority of trees that were 
slow to leaf out have mostly recovered. 

“The waiting was important, because 
we’re just now beginning to differentiate 
between those trees that are obviously not 
going to survive; those that are wounded 
and we hope will survive; and those that are 
definitely going to survive, but are going to 
take a little while to come back,” Sperry said,

Gretchen Riley, the Urban and 
Community Forestry Program Leader at 
Texas A&M Forest Service, said if a tree is 

bare and hasn’t put out a single leaf, it is 
almost certainly dead. This also applies to 
palm trees, which were especially hard hit 
by the storm.

“Anything green means that the tree has a 
chance for recovery,” Riley said. “But a single 
small frond should have grown and opened 
on palm trees by now. No green means 
it is dead and has already started rotting 
internally.”

She added that trees that lost much of 
their canopy may or may not survive. A good 
rule of thumb is imagining a circle around 
all a tree’s branches. A fourth of that circle 
should be filled in with leaves. If not, the tree 
is most likely doing to die, Riley said.

State reports first West Nile case
The state’s first case of illness caused 

by West Nile virus this year was reported 
in Dallas County, according to the Texas 
Department of State Health Services.

The virus is transmitted through bites 
from infected mosquitoes. While most peo-
ple exposed to West Nile don’t get sick, 
about 20% develop symptoms such as head-
ache, fever, joint and muscle aches, nausea 
and fatigue. 

DSHS urges Texans venturing outdoors 
to wear long sleeves and pants and apply 
insect repellent. The agency also recom-
mends removing standing water from tires, 
toys, buckets and other items.

Over the past five years, the state has had 
805 cases of West Nile virus and 63 deaths.

TCEQ plans to  
use drones during disasters

The next time a hurricane or other natural 
disaster hits Texas, the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality plans to use drones 
to help staff survey land difficult for person-
nel to visit by foot or in a vehicle. 

TCEQ now has 25 drones equipped to 
allow live-streaming video during disaster 
events. More than two dozen staff members 
have completed classroom instruction, with 
17 having passed the FAA exam for what are 
formally called Unmanned Aerial Systems.

DSHS awards $10 million  
in grants for vaccine efforts

As COVID-19 vaccination rates lag and 
cases of the delta variant spike, The Texas 
Department of State Health Services will 
award $10 million to local groups working 
to promote vaccination efforts. The grants of 
$50,000 to $150,000 will go to a wide range 
of organizations providing vaccine educa-
tion across the state.

A total of 6,251 lab-confirmed COVID-
19 patients were in Texas hospitals as of 
Sunday, according to DSHS. That is quadru-
ple the number reported a month ago and 
the most seen since February.

The Coronavirus Resource Center at 
Johns Hopkins University reported 62,722 
new cases in Texas during the past week 
and 271 deaths — a five-fold increase from 
a month ago. A total of 12.67 million Texans 
are fully vaccinated — about 43% of the 
state’s population.

 

Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning 
Texas journalist. He published a number of 
community newspapers in Texas during a 
30-year span, including in Longview, Fort 
Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. Email: 
gborders@texaspress.com.

Capital Highlights

Eight proposed amendments 
on November ballot

Gary Borders
gborders@texaspress.com

There are events in life 
that cause you to be acutely 
aware that years are passing 
by. Today I received noti-
fication that I have been 
approved for Medicare start-
ing in November, the month 
of my 65th birthday.

When I was younger it was 
difficult to imagine what life 
was like for older people, so I 
thought I would make some 
observations about aging.

In my conscious mind, I 
don’t really feel any different 
than when I was 20. Goals 
and objectives have changed, 
but for the most part, my 
thinking processes seem to be 
the same.

The things that do change 
do so gradually, so we’re not 
necessarily aware of them.

There are tipping points 
in life.

When Barack Obama was 
elected president, I realized 
it was the first time we had 
a president who was young-
er than me at the time of 
election.

There are people I have 
always wanted to be older 
than me.

Take doctors, for instance. 
I have always wanted my 
doctors to be older than me 
because I felt that with age 
comes wisdom. When I was 
barely 40 I had an appoint-
ment with an optometrist 
who was barely out of dia-
pers. After my examination, 
he made a comment that a 
certain aspect of my eyesight 
“is not unusual for a man your 
age.”

Age-related insights like 
that are presented, let’s say, 
more sensitively by older 
practitioners than you. They 
have lived it.

But once you reach the 
tipping point, if your doctor 
is older than you you begin 
to worry if he or she has all 
faculties, even as you worry 
about your own.

As the years roll on, my 
early ambition to become 
President of the United States 
fades. Except for Obama, 
every president has been, 
or is, older than me. I keep 
thinking that someday there 
may be another, but we keep 
electing people who are, at 
the time, the oldest person to 
become president.

But I guess as long as 
presidents are older than I 
am, there is a shot for me.

While my general thought 
processes haven’t changed 
much, the things I think 
about have.

“What will be aching when 
I wake up tomorrow?” seems 
to be a common night-time 
thought, as well as “I wonder 
how many times I’ll have to 
get up during the night?”

We become more aware 
(and accepting) of physical 
changes as we grow older.

Parts of your body may 
not work as well as they used 
to. There are days when I 
wake up feeling like the Tin 
Man from The Wizard of 
Oz, and I do what I call my 
“Frankenstein Walk” until my 
joints thaw out.

There was a time I didn’t 
mind haircuts, but now I am 
in search of barbers who don’t 
use black capes. When I get a 
haircut now I look down at 
the black cape and it looks 
like it’s been snowing.

And as you get older, 
hair doesn’t necessarily grow 
where you want it to, and 
it starts growing in places 
where hair shouldn’t grow.

Ear and nose hair trim-
mers were invented mainly 
for people older than 40.

If you are getting older, 
when the barber asks, “do 
you want your eyebrows 
trimmed?” the answer should 
always be yes, or you will live 
to regret it.

You also become much 
more aware of gravity as you 
get older. Parts of our bodies 
put up valiant fights against 
this force of nature for years, 
but sooner or later sagging 
sets in.

In addition to your skin, 
pretty much anything that 
grows in pairs will end up 
losing the battle with gravity 
sooner or later.

My father’s mother had a 
razor-sharp mind until she 
died in her late 90s. Some of 
us are not so lucky.

I don’t know if it’s age or 
information overload, but I 
have come to realize I am not 
as sharp as I used to be.

Just today, I was think-
ing about a website address 
I would like to own. I went 
online to see if it was available 
but, alas, it was taken.

Upon researching who 
owned that site, it turned out 
to be me.

I believe the important 
thing to remember as you 
grow older is not to give up on 
your dreams. You may have 
to temper expectations, but 
it has been pointed out that 
people in my generation are 
living 20 or more years longer 
than our grandparents.

Some people literally 
begin new careers when they 
reach what was once consid-
ered “retirement age.” They 
call it Act III.

So you never know what 
tomorrow will bring, so make 
the best use of today you can.

Slings&Arrows

Signs of aging

Randy Keck
rkeck@community-news.com
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AUGUST 6

Meet the Eagles
Trinity Christian Academy 
will host Meet the Eagles 
beginning at 5:30 p.m. 
Friday, Aug. 6 in the Barber 
Gym at 4954 E. I-20 
Service Road S. in Willow 
Park. Free hamburgers and 
hot dogs will be served, 
and free souvenir/autograph 
shirts will be handed out 
to the first 200 elementary 
students who attend.

Outdoor Movie Night
The Church at the Crossing 
in Aledo will host an out-
door movie night at 7 p.m. 
Friday, Aug. 6, at Dub’s Tub 
Baptismal Park, 128 Elm St. 
in Aledo.

Free hot dogs, popcorn, and 
drinks will be served. Bring 
your own lawn chairs and 
blankets.

AUGUST 7

Bearcat Nation 101
The annual Bearcat Nation 
101 will run from 9 a.m. to 
noon on Saturday, Aug. 7, 
at the Aledo High School 
Cafeteria. Local non-profit 
organizations, department 
and campus officials, and 
others will be there to pro-
vide information.

AUGUST 10

Republican Women mixer
The Parker County 
Republican Women and 
prospects will meet for a 
mixer from 5-7 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Aug. 10, at Rio 
Mambo, 1302 S. Main St. 
in Weatherford. No reserva-
tions are necessary.

Cancer Support Group
A support group to create 
a space for those who have 
battled or are battling can-
cer meets at 6:30 p.m. the 
second Tuesday of each 
month at Aledo United 
Methodist Church, 100 
Pecan Dr. in Aledo.
For more information, email 
Joan Ward at jcjkat1959@
gmail.com.

AUGUST 11

Back 2 School Bash
Aledo United Methodist 
Church will host a “Back 
2 School Bash” from 6-8 

p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 11, 
at 100 Pecan Dr. in Aledo. 
Activities will include 
bounce houses, water 
slides, sidewalk chalk 
games, and other activities. 
Julie Bean’s Ice Cream and 
hot dogs will also be avail-
able.

AUGUST 12

2021 Fashion Show
Arlene Gale will be the 
featured speaker when 
Sanctified Hope holds its 
2021 Fashion Show at 11:30 
a.m. Thursday, Aug. 12, at 
Trinity Bible Church, 4936 
E Interstate 20 in Willow 
Park.
Available sponsorships 
include Title Sponsor 
($7,500); Gold Level 
($2,000); Silver Level 
($1,500); Bronze Level 
($1,000); or an individual 
ticket for $50.
Sanctified Hope Home for 
Women provides a safe, 
learning environment for 
women who have recently 
been released from prison. 
Through a 12-18 month 
Christ-centered program, 
women journey to freedom 
and success. They will 
participate in Bible-based 
discipleship training, voca-
tional classes, job training, 
volunteer programs, which 
will then lead to full-time 
employment.

For more information, call 
817-901-5446 or email sha-
ron@sanctifiedhope.org.

Weatherford College 
Alumni Mixer
The Weatherford College 
Alumni Association will 
hold an Alumni Mixer from 
4-7 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 12, 
at Shep’s, 202 Fort Worth 
Hwy. in Weatherford.
To RSVP, visit https://bit.
ly/3xswCGi. For more infor-
mation, call Jaci Edwards 
at 817-598-6272 or email 
jedwards@wc.edu.

AUGUST 13

Parker County Women’s 
and Newcomers’ Club
Laurie Chance Smith, 
author of “Around Veal’s 
Station,” will be the fea-
tured speaker at the 
August meeting of the The 
Parker County Women’s 
and Newcomers’ Club, 
which meets at 9:30 a.m. 
on the second Friday 
of every month at First 
United Methodist Family 
Life Center, 301 S. Main 
in Weatherford. The social 
hour, including Club Shop, 
begins at 9:30 a.m. The 
business meeting, including 
program, is at 10:30 a.m. 
Lunch is $11. Please make 
lunch reservations by call-
ing Shirley at 817-757-7379. 
For more information on the 
organization, visit pcwnc.
org.

Meet the Band
The Aledo High School 
band program will host 
“Meet the Band” from 6-7 
p.m. Friday, Aug. 13, at 
Aledo High School. Food 
trucks, Aledo merchan-
dise, and live music will be 
featured (food trucks will 

arrive at 5 p.m.). The Band 
Olympics will follow at 7 
p.m.

AUGUST 14

Meet the Bearcats
Meet the Bearcats will be 
held at noon on Saturday, 
Aug. 14, at the Aledo High 
School Indoor Practice 
Facility. Meet the Bearcats 
traditionally provides fans 
(young and old alike) an 
opportunity to meet fall 
athletes and cheerleaders.

AUGUST 16

Rotary Club of Aledo
The Rotary Club of Aledo 
meets from 11:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. the first and third 
Monday of each month at 
Sunny Street Cafe, 229 
Shops Blvd. Suite 103 in 
Willow Park. For more infor-
mation, visit aledorotary.
org.

Meet the Teacher
All Aledo ISD elementary 
schools will host “Meet the 
Teacher” on Monday, Aug. 
16. For students whose 
names begin with A-L, the 
time will be 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
For students whose names 
begin with M-Z, the time 
will be 5:30-6:30 p.m.

AUGUST 24

Aledo Community Lions 

Club
The Aledo Community 
Lions Club meets from 12-1 
p.m. the fourth Tuesday 
of each month at the 
Aledo Community Center. 
The public is invited. For 
more information call Bob 
Carlson at 817-718-4902.

SEPTEMBER 06

Rotary Club of Aledo
The Rotary Club of Aledo 
meets from 11:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. the first and third 
Monday of each month at 
Sunny Street Cafe, 229 
Shops Blvd. Suite 103 in 
Willow Park. For more infor-
mation, visit aledorotary.org.

SEPTEMBER 10

Parker County Women’s 
and Newcomers’ Club
The Parker County 
Women’s and Newcomers’ 
Club meets at 9:30 a.m. 
on the second Friday 
of every month at First 
United Methodist Family 
Life Center, 301 S. Main 
in Weatherford. The social 
hour, including Club Shop, 
begins at 9:30 a.m. The 
business meeting, including 
program, is at 10:30 a.m. 
Lunch is $11. Please make 
lunch reservations by call-
ing Shirley at 817-757-7379. 
For more information on the 
organization, visit pcwnc.
org.

Support Services provided by 
Careity Foundation
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Training was key for 
44-year-old Brandon 
Swain
By Nolan Ruth
The Community News

Brandon Swain is a 44-year-
old local realtor, a husband, and 
a father of two. Like most peo-
ple in Aledo he’s a friendly man 
who definitely enjoys the people 
around him. So, why is he being 
covered in the sports section of the 
local paper? Swain is a triathlete, 
who two months ago completed 
a full Ironman triathlon in Coeur 
d’Alene, Idaho.

The intense event starts with a 
2.4 mile swim then transitions to 
cycling with a 112-mile course, and 
then is topped off with the running 
of a full marathon. Swain complet-
ed all of it in 13 and a half hours. 

It all started in 2005 with a flyer 
in the mail.

“Everyone is different,” Swain 
said looking back on his time. “It’s 
not, you wake up one morning and 
say ‘I want to do an ironman.’ It 
starts small, you want to do a 5k 
or a 10k. For me a flyer in the 
mail with a team in training to do 
some fundraising for leukemia and 
lymphoma society to go and do 
an olympic distance triathlon in 
Austin.”

It only grew from there as he 
started doing more events. A nat-
ural runner, Swain had to adjust to 
cycling and swimming.

“Over the years I started doing 
a half marathon, a full marathon, 
doing century bike rides just by 
themselves, and then the swim-
ming comes in with a half ironman 
and then one day you just go ‘Yeah, 
I think I’m going to go for this.’”

Swain started running and 
cycling at an early age. He com-
peted in many events from his high 
school years on to the present. It 
was the swimming that he had to 
truly adjust to.

“I started swimming because of 
triathlon. I had been cycling, I had 
been running, but to do the tri-
athlon you have to swim. I was a 
terrible swimmer for the first few 
years of doing triathlons. To get 
better at swimming, you have to 
do it on [a regular basis]. If you 

didn’t swim in high school or col-
lege, you’re not a swimmer and it 
took me a few years to come to that 
realization. So I joined a swim club 
and learned to really swim.”

Through a four to five month 
training process, Swain prepared 
for the full Ironman triathlon, but 
it was nothing new to him. In 2016, 
Swain completed the same event in 
Cozumel. Even so, the training was 
rigorous. On race day after a large 
breakfast and setting up the gear 
and equipment, the event started 
with the swim.

“My swim was an hour and ten 
minutes, which is super fast for me. 
I was very excited about that time.”

Immediately after the 2.4 mile 
swim, Swain jumped on the bike.

“My bike was close to seven 
hours. During that time, you’ve got 
to take a lot of fluids. The tempera-
ture on race day was 101. I think I 
took in twelve bottles. It would go 

two Gatorades and then one water, 
repeat. I had plenty of salt and 
caffeine. It’s all about managing 
your output on the bike, taking in 
enough calories, and drinking as 
much fluid as you possibly can.”

Swain also mentioned how 
during cycling, it is not just a phys-
ical battle, but a mental one as well.

“You get fatigued and you’ll go 
through these spots where you feel 
just amazing, and then 20 miles 
later you could be questioning 
whether or not you’re going to fin-
ish. You have ups and downs, you 
just have to trust your training 
and trust the process you went 
through.”

After seven hours and 112 miles 
on a bike, to complete the race 
was the full 26.2 mile marathon. 
However, the training had pre-
pared Swain for the transition from 
cycling to running. He completed 
the marathon in just around five 

hours to complete a full ironman 
triathlon.

JUSTIN LUAU PHOTOGRAPHY JUSTINLUAU.COM

Brandon Swain is shown in the second of three events during the Iron Man Triathlon at Couer d’Alene, Idaho.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Brandon Swain is shown at the end 
of the 13.5-hour triathlon.

Aledoan completes Iron Man Triathlon FOOTBALL

Eagles 
look to 
improve 
record 
this 
season
Team has 11  
returning starters
By Nolan Ruth
The Community News

Dec. 7, 2018 is a date that will 
always be remembered for the 
football team at Trinity Christian 
Academy in Willow Park. The 
Eagles came back to upset Boerne 
Geneva School 15-14 for the TAPPS 
Division III State Title.

Nov. 15, 2019, less than a year 
after their title, the Eagles lost to 
Pantego Christian in the first round 
of the playoffs, finishing a 1-10 sea-
son. In 2020 the Eagles improved 
to 4-4 and made it to the second 
round before falling to Colleyville 
Covenant.

This year, with 11 returning start-
ers and decent size in the trenches, 
TCA looks to improve on its .500 
record from last year. Despite 
lacking in depth, head coach Joe 
Hamstra remains hopeful.

“If you look at our roster,” 
Hamstra said in an interview, “we 
don’t have a lot of football players. 
We have 21 kids this year. But I 
really like our chemistry, I really 
like our camaraderie we have with 
each other, there’s no egos involved. 
The majority of our kids are putting 
the team first and they have a lot of 
experience. A lot of those kids have 
gotten a lot of snaps, so it’s a good 
group coming back.”

Like the past two years, it won’t 
be an easy task for the Eagles. The 
Dave Campbell’s Texas Football 
magazine has TCA finishing fifth in 
district, which would give the Eagles 
the lowest seed in the Division III 

Turn to EAGLES, page 9
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Classifieds
TEXAS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 
2021

TexSCAN Week of 
August 1-7, 2021

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTION
Corpus Christi – 17,000± SF Commercial Bldg. on 
1.92± Acres, Former Fitness Center. Bid deadline: 
Sept. 1, 14325 Northwest Blvd., 1 mile west of I-69E 
& I-37 interchange. Equipment available separately. 
Northwest Blvd. daily traffic: 30,000+ VPD. Hilco 
Real Estate Sales, 855-755-2300, HilcoRealEstate.com.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 
power during utility power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 
1-855-704-8579.

RESEARCH
Rural adults who eat meat may qualify to participate in 
a research study on food choice. Participants complete 
a survey and interview and receive a $25 gift card. 
emily.belarmino@uvm.edu, 802-656-0540.

INTERNET
AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month. Get More For 
Your High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today 
1-855-439-5457.

MAINTENANCE
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

TRUCK DRIVERS
Be Your Own Boss, Choose Your Own Routes! 
Looking for CDL drivers to deliver new trucks all 
over the country, starting in Laredo, TX. Experience 
preferred. Must have DOT physical and be willing 
to keep logs. No DUIs in the last 10 years, clean 
MVR. Quality Drive-Away. Apply online at 
www.qualitydriveaway.com or call 574-642-2023.

LOG HOMES
Log Homes – 4 Log Home kits selling for balance 
owed, free delivery. Model #101 Carolina, bal. $17,000; 
Model #203 Georgia, bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, 
bal. $14,500; Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View 
plans at www.loghomedream.com; 704-602-3035.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress   #6258

WANTED
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com..

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662
24-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $4524-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $45
Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)

We have lots of room 
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

709 N FM 1187, Suite 800, Aledo
817-732-7665 · 817-441-8100

www.fortworthcustompools.org
fortworthcustompools@msn.com

KIMBERLY MEYER, ABR, CRS, GRI
REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com
4500 Hartwood Dr, Fort Worth, TX 76109-1840
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
Global Luxury Specialist

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Operated by a subsidary 
of NRT, LLC

Mike Tandy
Owner

In Business Since 1996

TANDY 
METAL BUILDINGS & 

FENCING

Mobile: 817.925.5843

Weld up • Bolt up • Horse Barns  • Welding
Custom Pipe Fencing • Fencing • Metal Homes

www.tandymetalbuildings.com

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas 
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive 

Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity! 
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

215 Mesquite St. * Aledo, Texas 76008* 817-378-4423

*Livestock Feed
*Pet Food
*Bagged Fertilizer
*Salt Products
*Deer Feeders

Monday - Friday 
8:00am to 5:30pm 

Saturday  
8:00am to 12:30pm 

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

Holly Green, Owner 
10943 S FM 1187 Road
Fort Worth, Texas 76126

“You Jingle...We Shingle™”
817.441.6973

service@brettcoroofing.com

Business Cards

ORDINANCE NO. 835-21

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 
OF WILLOW PARK, TEXAS, 
PROVIDING AUTHORIZATION 
TO AMEND “APPENDIX 
A - FEE SCHEDULE” OF 
THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF 
ORDINANCES, BY ADJUSTING 
THE WATER BASE RATE 
TABLE TO REMOVE THE 5/8 
METER AND SETTING THE 
5/8 INCH BASE RATE AS 
THE 3/4 INCH BASE RATE, 
PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE AND 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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17 1918
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Copyright 2021 by Orbison Bros.

TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TXism: “scared the
      living daylights
      out __  __”
  5  Vikings hall of fame
      QB, Tarkenton
  6  fl owerless plant
  7  precedes “copter”
      or “pad” or “port”
  8  Texas will not allow
      _  __________ of
      its citizens
17  Texas historian,
      Tinkle
18  Alex Harvey song:
      “__  _____  ___
      Texas” (1986)
21  “KISS __” in Dallas
      (KHKS, 106.1)
22  a deep cut
23  Joe Tex’s “One
      Monkey Don’t ____ 
      __ Show” (1965)
24  “Enola Gay” was
      an ______ bomber
29  actress Meredith of
      “Rio Grande Ranger”
30  TXism: “hit me like
      _  ___ of bricks”
31  __ Pepper
32  clairvoyance, e.g.
34  this Maurice was
      drafted by the
      Mavericks in 2006
35  “P” of MPH
36  Roman under-
      ground cemetery
37  Apple portable
      media player
38  ripped up
39  TXism: “____  __  _
      ___ with two tails”
41  fi sh baits
42  TX Meredith Mac___

  1  TXism: “don’t go 
      ___  ____  ______”
      (calm down)
  2  what Americans
      celebrate on July 4
  3  in Falls County on
      highways 6 & 7
  4  in Ellis County on
      Interstate 45
  9  TXism: “he couldn’t
      drive _  ____ into
      a snowbank” (inept)
10  TX ____ Perot
11  car speed abbr.
12  Astros and Rangers
      league (abbr.)
13  “Elissa” is a three-
      ______ barque in
      Galveston Bay  

43  turf taken by a golf club
44  strange or eccentric
45  TX Roy Orbison and 
      the Wilburys sang “___ 
      of the Line” (1989)
46  So. Padre Island
      acquisition
47  this Robert directed 1990
      fi lm “Vietnam, Texas”
48  furtiveness
50  pen name of Samuel
      Clemens

51  had lunch
52  “surf the ___”
53  TXism: “___
      every trick in
      the book”

14  Odessa is the seat
      of this county
15  TXism: “never sign
      anything in the glow
      of a ____ light”  
16  late TX corporate
      raider, Pickens (init.)
19  TXism: “got a burr
      ______  __ saddle”
      (irritated)  
20  this Arturo is a 
      Dallas-based artist 
22  seizes something
      (2 wds.)
24  “news wrangler”
      (abbr.)
25  tic-___-toe
26  by mouth

27  fully grown
28  TXism: “fi ts like 
      sardines __  _  ___”
29  old TX bumper
      sticker: “__  ___,
      too, Eddie!”
30  eagerly await
33  TX “Crying” singer,
      Orbison

34  where to plant a
      fl ower (2 wds.)
35  Looney Tunes’
      “_____ Pig”
37  TX Mandrell sang
      “. . . _  ____ 
      ____ to be right”
38  TXism: “fought
      _____ and nail”  
40  pirate for “stop!”
41  TXism: “that dog
      ____ hunt”
44  pottery oven
47  cheerfulness
49  TXism: “he’s a 
      fi re _____” (mean)
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FOR SALE

MID 20TH CENTURY Bassett chi-

na cabinet. Finish needs touch-up. 

$500. CALL 817-441-8091

http://fort worth custom pools
https://www.coldwellbanker.com/Coldwell-Banker-Realty-12625c/Kimberly-Meyer-508121a
https://www.edwardjones.com/us-en/financial-advisor/jim-griffith
https://www.community-news.com/2021/08/willow-park-ordinance-no-835-21/
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Call your hearing care professional
to schedule an appointment.

New Pure Charge&Go AX hearing 
aids are the world’s first to offer 
Augmented Focus™ technology to 
deliver outstanding speech clarity 
without compromising comfort and 
awareness. 

Hearing technology 
clearly separate 
from the rest.

Learn more and listen 
for yourself: 

Rechargeable solution 
with portable charger
Rechargeable solution 
with portable charger

Greater than 25% better 
speech understanding in 
noise compared to own 
hearing aids* 

817-263-1971

chappell-hearing-aids.com

*Data on file. 

Offers available only
through 08/31!

FREE DEMONSTRATION.
Hear the difference!

RISK-FREE, 2-WEEK TRIAL.
Zero cost. Zero obligation. 

CHAPPELL

Hearing Hearing Care CenterCare Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste. 702 Fort Worth
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
• 15 minutes from Aledo 
• Most insurance accepted

TACLA67709Ewww.jwmechanicalsystems.com

4 COMMON 
REASONS FOR 
HVAC FAILURE

IS YOUR SYSTEM 
READY THIS SEASON?

CALL 682-999-6062 
TODAY!

Heating and
Air Conditioning 

Maintenance Plans & 
Financing Options Available

Veteran Owned & Family Operated
Aledo Graduate - Class of ‘96

Debris Around the Unit
Heatpumps require approximately 18-24” of 
breathing room.

Improper Installation
This can reduce effi ciency by 30%.

Lack of Maintenance
Regular maintenance can increase a 
system’s life 5-6 years.

Improper Sizing
This causes strain on a 
system’s equipment, 
which will decrease 
the life of 
the unit.

CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 •SAT 8-2 WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Are you growing with us?”
Residential & Commercial

817-441-7777

• Topsoils & Custom 
Soil Blends

• Compost & Mulches
• Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas 
since l986

Pick up or Delivery Available

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED 
CALL CIRRA NETWORKS TODAY

(817) 259-1100  |  www.cirranet.net White’s 
Funeral Home
130 Houston Ave. • Weatherford 

817-596-4811
www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family
serving 

your family
since 1908.

Football 
Camp

The last day of Aledo football camp was last 
Friday. Young Bearcats honed their skills.

PHOTOS BY 
RANDY KECK

THE 
COMMUNITY 

NEWS
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Come in for Free Samples!

Get Help WITHOUT the High

(Date)
(Address)

(Date)
(Address)

OFF
%

CBD American Shaman Aledo
709 N. FM 1187 Ste. 700 • Aledo • 817-782-4449

Don’t forget your four-legged 
family member when you travel!

• Boarding 

• Grooming 

• Heated & 
Cooled 

• Indoor & 
Outdoor Runs

• 24-Hour 
Attendant 

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071

Newly-Upgraded boarding facilities

Office:  817-443-9747

Fax:  817-887-2271

Mobile:  254-592-8739

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

ChristiJamesInsurance.com
Serving all your home, auto, business and life insurance needs.

CHRISTI  JAMES
BRANCH OWNER/AGENT

cjames@twfg.com

Independent agency serving all your home,  
auto, business and life insurance needs

NO MATTER YOUR NEED, 
WE HAVE YOU COVERED
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
A FREE QUOTE!

Office:  817-443-9747
Mobile: 254-592-8739
Email: cjames@twfg.com

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008 BRANCH OWNER

Office:  817-443-9747

Fax:  817-887-2271

Mobile:  254-592-8739

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

ChristiJamesInsurance.com
Serving all your home, auto, business and life insurance needs.

CHRISTI  JAMES
BRANCH OWNER/AGENT

cjames@twfg.com

playoff bracket. Such a 
result would likely set up an 
area round matchup with 
reigning state champion 
and district rival Covenant.

Fort Worth Lake 
Country will also be a tough 
test for the Eagles. The state 

semifinalists return half of 
their starters from a young 
squad in 2020.

While the district sched-
ule looks tough, Hamstra 
is prepared for that. The 
schedule starts off with 
a game at Peaster High 
School, followed by a 
Thursday night matchup 
with Westlake Academy, a 

team that made the state 
finals as a six-man team in 
2020. Both games should 
prove as good measuring 
sticks for the Eagles.

It will be an interesting 
season for the Eagles, and 
The Community News will 
be here throughout to pro-
vide updates.

EAGLES
from page seven

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Trinity Christian Academy senior Ryan Hollingsworth scores against Lubbock Christian in 
the Eagles’ final playoff game this pasty season.

WC hurler makes Cape 
Cod All-Star Team

By Crystal Woerly
Weatherford College

Weatherford College pitcher Adrian 
Siravo has earned a spot on the Cape Cod 
Baseball League All-Star Team for his 
performance so far this summer.

Siravo is the only player from a two-
year college program selected for the 
all-star team.

“The Cape Cod League is the most 
storied and prestigious college summer 
league in the nation,” said Jeff Lightfoot, 
WC head coach. “There are only a hand-
ful of two-year college players in the 
Cape, so he is playing against some of 
the top talent that the NCAA has to offer 
from Power 5 programs such as Stanford, 
Florida State, TCU and Texas, just to 
name a few.”

Through late July, Siravo had a 1.74 
ERA in 20 2/3 innings for the Hyannis 
(Massachusetts) Harbor Hawks. He 
struck out 14 batters while only walking 
seven.

Lightfoot said another Coyote pitch-
er, Kade Bragg, is joining the Cape Cod 
League midway through the season with 
the Chatham Anglers.

“To have these two guys competing 
in the Cape is big for our program,” he 
said. “Siravo is not only competing but 
excelling. This experience will no doubt 
make these guys better and further build 
their resumes.”

Both pitchers will return to WC as 
sophomores in August. Adrian Siravo

The CommuniTy news

https://cbdaledo.com
https://agentpages.twfg.com/ChristiJames/

