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Hot Dog!

Willow Park to host 
dog festival at the 
end of summer
All proceeds from Willow Bark 
will benefit Parker Paws
By Brandi Addison
The Community News

Before the dog days of summer come to an end, 
you can celebrate your furry friends at Willow Park’s 
inaugural dog festival, Willow Bark.

All proceeds from the event will benefit Parker 
Paws —  a local nonprofit animal shelter that will 
also bring several adoptable pups to the event.

Launching at 1 p.m. on Sept. 18, the event offers 
a dog costume contest and parade, as well as “wee-
nie dog races,” which will actually consist of two dog 
races, separated by small and large sizes.

Admission is free to the public, but the registra-
tion fee for competitions is $5 per pet. 

There will also be several food trucks and ven-
dors. Juliebean’s Ice Cream truck will bring ice 
cream treats for pups (though they are human-safe, 
too).

For humans, the Rocky Lott Band will perform 
live, and a play area for children will offer several 
kid-friendly activities.

The event will take place at the Paul Balint Jr. 
Memorial Park in Willow Park.

“We think this is a great opportunity to partner 
with a local nonprofit, and we’re just excited to be 
part of it,” communications and marketing director 
Rosealee Hoffman-Kertok said.

Still seeking
While the event already has a presenting spon-

sor — Roger Williams Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram 
— the city is still seeking smaller sponsorships and 
vendors for the event. 

Most vendors currently cater to dogs or the 
dog-owner demographic, but any business or indi-
vidual seeking to participate can submit an inquiry 
with Hoffman-Kertok.

The city is also seeking donations for raffle items, 
in which the proceeds will also benefit Parker Paws.

For more information, call Rosealee Hoffman 
Kertok at 817-441-7108 or 940-452-7099 or email 
rkertok@willowpark.org.

Kit, pictured above, is available for adoption at Parker 
Paws. For more information, visit parkerpaws.org.

ROSEALEE HOFFMAN KERTOK/CITY OF WILLOW PARK

Cody Burge and Kit smile for the camera in prepa-
ration for Willow Bark, scheduled for Sept. 18.

Living life for two

Mother shares story  
about her miracle baby
By Sophia Cortez
The Community News

Anna Mazzei gave birth to her second 
baby boy named Davis on Feb. 2, 2019, but 
soon after he came home from the hospital 
she noticed that he looked ill. 

After taking him to the hospital, doc-
tors discovered that baby Davis contracted 
Enterovirus from her uterus while she was 
pregnant. Within the first couple of nights 
of Davis’s life, he coded. Doctors were able 
to resuscitate him, but Mazzei and the 
doctors were preparing for the worst. 

The hospital soon admitted Davis to 
the neonatal intensive care unit where 

Doctors ran many tests on him and dis-
covered that the virus was in his liver. The 
doctors treating Davis were astonished 
that he was alive. Davis was born six weeks 
premature, and if the doctors had not 
delivered him on that date, he most likely 
would have been stillborn. 

“It’s a beautiful story how God weaves 
what’s good for you,” Mazzei said. “And 
I know that it’s a terrible thing to reflect 
back on and painful memories, but it is so 
evident to me that God’s hand was right 
on Davis.” 

As the virus compartmentalized in 
Davis’s liver, the doctors at Cook Children’s 
Medical Center told Mazzei that he would 
need a liver transplant. Soon Cook trans-
ferred them to Dallas Children’s, where 

doctors evaluated her to see if Davis was 
eligible for a liver transplant. She explains 
that she had to take four weeks’ worth of 
classes to educate her on the procedure. 

Recalling her time in the hospital, she 
said she will never forget how cold it was 
in the room. “I am so extroverted, and I 
am a teacher. I thrive on people. That is 
my medicine. And I have never been lone-
lier than in that time of my life.”

Mazzei and Davis went in five different 
times expecting a liver transplant only to 
get the news that doctors gave it to some-
one else. She explained that Davis was 
next in line for a liver, but unfortunately, 
doctors threw it away as liver had been out 
of the body for six hours.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Davis Mazzei (right) miraculously survived an Enterovirus at birth and become a liver transplant 
recipient. He is shown with big brother Jackson.

ALEDO ISD

District to purchase seven new buses
Growth in student  
population,  
replacement needs cited
By Makenzie Plusnick
The Community News

Aledo ISD will purchase seven new 
buses to facilitate projected student 
growth, new bus routes and replacement 
needs. 

The Board of Trustees approved the 
$725,593 purchase from Rush Truck 
Centers/Rush Bus Centers at its July 19 
meeting. Six will be 77-passenger buses, 
while the remaining bus will be a 48-pas-
senger special needs bus, according to 
Chief Financial Officer Earl Husfeld.

The 2019 bond covered $500,000. The 
remaining funds are from the interest 
earnings from the 2015 bond program 

which were earmarked for new buses, 
Husfeld said.

It was important the district make this 
purchase now because of additional bus 
routes that may be needed due to the new 

Annetta Elementary School, as well as 
rising bus prices. 

“We want to try to take advantage of 
the hold on price,” Husfeld said.

Turn to BUSES, page 4

Turn to DAVIS, page 3

http://parkerpaws.org
https://www.community-news.com/2021/07/living-life-for-two/
https://www.community-news.com/2021/07/aledo-isd-to-purchase-seven-new-buses/
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COVID-19 VACCINES
NOW AVAILABLE

CHOOSE FROM EITHER JANSSEN(J&J) OR MODERNA

COVID-19 ANTIBODY AND LIVE
VIRUS RESULTS IN 10 MINUTES

$75
OTHER VACCINES:

INFLUENZA • PNEUMOCOCCAL
SHINGLES • HEPATITIS A&B

TETANUS

PRESENT COUPON FOR SPECIAL CASH PRICES
20% OFF ALL OVER THE COUNTER PRODUCTS AND VITAMINS

EXPIRES 10/01/2021

COVID-19 VACCINES
NOW AVAILABLE

CHOOSE FROM EITHER JANSSEN(J&J) OR MODERNA

Granite, Quartz, Marble, and Solid Surface

817-565-3110 • DFWCountertopRepair.com
A division of Marz Remodeling, LLC

RESTORE • REPAIR • REFINISH • MODIFY

THE FINEST BRAND NEW BEST FEATURES NEVER BEEN USED 
NEW CONSTRUCTION  INDUSTRIAL FLEX  STATE OF THE ART 
COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR PARKER COUNTY PROFESSIONALS   

. VISIT WWW.CHAMPIONSBUSINESSPARK.COM TO LEARN MORE . 

ATEX TRASH 
SERVICESERVICE

PROVIDING EXCELLENT 
SERVICE FOR THOSE 

OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS

WEEKLY SERVICE: 
$35 PER MONTH

Locally owned and 
operated since 2010

TIM GREEN: 
817-344-8464

WWW.ATEXTRASH.COM

Discovery Micro Schools 
 

Come see what makes our kids amazing!

• Homeschool Curriculum
• Homeschooling Families in a Private School Setting
• Full Time or Part Time Options

Kindergarten Through 
Sixth Grade

(817) 441-1088
117 Crockett Dr.  Aledo, TX  76008 

DiscoveryMicroSchools.com 
cheryl@discoverymicroschools.com  

Discovery Micro School provides personalized, self-directed education
This area is known for edu-

cation, but traditional public 
schools are not always the 
best fit for students. To pro-
vide alternatives to parents, 
Discovery Micro Schools has 
set down roots on the Kids 
Academy campus in Aledo.

“This program was built 
around the same concept of 
a large homeschool family,” 
said Cheryl Ososky, director 
of the school. “It runs much 
more like a one-room school-
house, the way that you would 
homeschool a large family. We 
all work together; we start 
our day making breakfast. 
We cook together, we all eat 
together.  We school and play 
together”

The students even have 
chores, helping to clean up 
before and after cooking.

The classes involve 
multiple age levels, from kin-
dergarten to sixth grade.

“There are times when the 
big kids help the little kids,” 
Ososky said. “Sometimes we 
separate the littlest ones if 
they need independent work. 
All of our science, history, 
art projects or cooking is all 
together, all ages.”

This mode of education 
doesn’t look at mass numbers. 
As new students are added, 
extra small groups may be 
added as well.

“To be able to keep a fam-
ily dynamic where even your 
sixth graders genuinely care 

about the welfare of the first 
graders, we have to keep it in 
small groups,” Ososky said.

Just as it avoids rigid class 
structure, Discovery is also 
flexible about the school day.

Ososky said some students 
are part-time, some full time 
and some come from homes-
chool families.

“Maybe this is a year that 
mom has to go back to work, 
but they aren’t ready for tradi-
tional public school,” Ososky 
said. “They still want to have 
a say in how their child’s day 
goes. We also have kids that 
for whatever reason, tradi-
tional school is not the best 
place for them.

Ososky said some home-
schooled children attend on 
days when they have hands-
on projects (some days are 
academic days, others are 
project days).  

“We have a kitchen, so 
every Friday we have some 
sort of cooking project. Each 
of the kids here has their own 
bowls, spoons, spatulas, muf-
fin pans and cookie sheets.  
They mix the ingredients on 
their own, make their own 
food and then we cook it and 
we eat it.”

Ososky said her students 
meet with a homeschool 
group every Wednesday for 
field trips.

“Every Friday is our hands-
on day, so we cook something, 

we build something, we paint 
something.  It’s just an all-
hands-on crazy, really messy 
day. Our academic days 
are Monday, Tuesday, and 
Thursday. Most of the kids 
come all five days.”

“The goal here is that 
they’re working to be inde-
pendent learners and have the 
confidence to believe that they 
can learn and be successful 
here and beyond.  They don’t 
need to wait for someone to 
teach them about something.  
They have the skills to teach 
themselves” 

“A lot of kids go to college. 
Kids that have a say in their 
own education, or are respon-
sible for their own education, 
do much better in college. 
By the time these kids have 
gone to high school, they are 
better at managing their own 
time because they’ve had to 
manage it before. The goal is 
that they’re more indepen-
dent, they have a voice, they 
learn how to advocate for 
themselves. As the kids get 
older, we do a lot more spe-
cialized instruction. If you are 
really into photography, we’ll 

incorporate that into your 
school day. If you’re really into 
computer programming, we’ll 
make that a part of your school 
day, so that as you go into high 
school and beyond you have 
the confidence and skills to 
pursue your own interests.”

Discovery Micro School is 
located at 117 Crockett Drive 
in Aledo. For more informa-
tion, call 817-441-1088, visit 
DiscoveryMicroSchools.com, 
or email cheryl@discoverymi-
croschools.com.

https://www.community-news.com/in-around-parker-county/
https://www.aledomedicinestore.com
https://discoverymicroschools.com
https://www.community-news.com/2021/07/discovery-micro-school-provides-personalized-self-directed-education/
https://www.cfvetclinic.com
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4 COMMON 
REASONS FOR 
HVAC FAILURE

IS YOUR SYSTEM 
READY THIS SEASON?

CALL 682-999-6062 
TODAY!

Heating and
Air Conditioning 

Maintenance Plans & 
Financing Options Available

Veteran Owned & Family Operated
Aledo Graduate - Class of ‘96

Debris Around the Unit
Heatpumps require approximately 18-24” of 
breathing room.

Improper Installation
This can reduce effi ciency by 30%.

Lack of Maintenance
Regular maintenance can increase a 
system’s life 5-6 years.

Improper Sizing
This causes strain on a 
system’s equipment, 
which will decrease 
the life of 
the unit.

CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 •SAT 8-2 WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Are you growing with us?”
Residential & Commercial

817-441-7777

• Topsoils & Custom 
Soil Blends

• Compost & Mulches
• Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas 
since l986

Pick up or Delivery Available

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED 
CALL CIRRA NETWORKS TODAY

(817) 259-1100  |  www.cirranet.net

RANCH HOUSE PROFESSIONAL BUILDING

126 RANCH HOUSE ROAD

MARCUS GLEATON, OD
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

ALEDO FAMILY EYE CARE
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

A MEMBER OF

visionsource-aledofamilyeyecare.com

Mark A. McAdams, DDS

Suite 800 • (817) 441-8003

CATLIN, LILLARD & CO. PC
Tax, Assurance,
Consulting,
Business Advisors

Suite 1200 • (817) 441-2600 • clc-cpa.com
S. Brian Catlin, CPA  Ralph Lillard, CPA

Trusted since 1977

23
96

58

Dale Mares, AAMS
817-441-5061
126 S. Ranch house Rd., #600
Aledo 
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Jacksonville, FL. Securities offered by Personal Financial Representatives through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA).  
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Finally, Mazzei got the call on 
the last day of school in 2019 that 
doctors found a liver for Davis. She 
explained how excited she was for 
her son to finally receive a liver after 
five failed attempts in line for one. 

Davis almost died many times 
within the first year of his life, but 
against all odds he was making a 
remarkable recovery after his liver 
transplant. 

“Dallas Children’s saved his life. 
It ended up being a blessing in dis-
guise that we were there because 
they knew exactly how to take care 
of him. And they trained me really 
well.”

At the end of September 2019, 
Mazzei finally got the news that 

they could eventually leave the hos-
pital. Even though he still had daily 
checkups in the hospital, it was great 
news for the Mazzei family. 

“Davis has served his story 
and his journey through Dallas 
Children’s success. He has served as 
talking points during benefits and 
hospital fundraising events where 
people are there to donate money to 
the cause of Dallas Children’s.” 

She expressed her utmost grat-
itude for her family and friends’ 
support during this challenging 

time of their life. Davis is truly a 
living miracle, and she said “his life 
is being lived for two. And that he is 
making the most of his life not just 
for himself but for his donor and his 
donor’s family.”

Mazzei not only advocates for 
transplant donors and their families, 
but she is passionate about pool safety 
for children. She explains that every 
liver donated to Davis came from a 
child who accidentally drowned.

“All of them were drownings in 
May in Texas” she said. “So, one of 

my passions is obviously the trans-
plant communities but also water 
safety.”

Mazzei now has many opportu-
nities to speak about her experience 
publicly, and eventually, she wants 
to help counsel parents who are 
going through something similar 
she went through. She also hopes 
that by sharing her story, parents 
will understand the importance of 
water safety to save their child’s life 
potentially.

DAVIS
from page one

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Davis is shown on the day the fam-
ily was informed that a liver was 
ready. Doctors said he didn’t have 
much time to live at that point.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Davis is shown on the day he 
received his transplant. He had hree 
cardiac arrests after surgery.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

By the time Davis received a liver, 
his body was so distended that the 
transplanted liver was from a three-
year-old. Doctors had to close the 
surgical wound over the course of a 
week.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

LEFT: Davis is shown the first day after his artificial nutrient tubes were removed. He received artificial nutrition 
from the day he was born until that point almost a year later. RIGHT: Davis celebrates his first birthday. His mom 
said they have angel food cake on his birthdays and on the anniversaries of his transplant.
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(817) 835-5000
www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or 
attend school in Tarrant, Denton, 

Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St. 

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union 

White’s 
Funeral Home
130 Houston Ave. • Weatherford 

817-596-4811
www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family
serving 

your family
since 1908.

FATHER & SONS 
TREES SERVICE

“We Go Out On A Limb For You”

• Trimming
• Removals
• 24 Hour Storm Response
• No Tree Too Small or 

Large

• Dead Wood Mistletoe 
Removal

• Sick Tree Treatment
• Tree Repair Cabling
• Stump Grinding
• Lot Clearing

Don’t Let Tree Limbs Damage Your Property

SENIORS, FIRST RESPONDERS & HEALTHCARE WORKERS DISCOUNTS

PLEASE CALL US FOR

FREE ESTIMATE & INSPECTIONS
817-296-2880

Insured  
& Certified

16250 Old Weatherford Road 16250 Old Weatherford Road •• Aledo, Texas Aledo, Texas
For current Mass Times visit our website at:

www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org
For more information contact the Parish Offi  ce at 817-441-3500

817-901-9455
5050 S Hwy 5

Aledo, TX

EVERYONE WELCOME
WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. and Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc:817-441-2425 • Fax: 817-441-2491
www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com
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An additional $5,000 is needed 
per bus for a video system that is 
purchased from a separate company 
which the district has found is more 
cost-effective than going through the 
bus company. 

The buses will also be used for 
students participating in new tutoring 
programs the district plans to offer. 
The projected delivery date for the 
buses is 120-180 days, just in time for 
an uptick in extracurricular activities, 
Husfeld said. 

Additionally, the board unani-
mously approved a proposal to paint 
Bearcat Stadium’s metal fencing and 
Aledo High School Field House. 

It makes sense to do the $36,120 
project now because the company is 
already painting concession stands 
at the stadium that were damaged 
during the winter storm in February, 
according to Director of Construction 
and Facilities Tyler Boswell.

“With the work going on at the 
stadium, it seems like a really great 
time to do those smaller-ticket items 
that kind of really need to be done,” 
Boswell said. 

The cost will be covered by the 
district’s current budget, Husfeld said.

The board also approved the exten-
sion of a project to replace bathroom 
partitions for several district facili-
ties. The district started replacing the 
partitions in high-profile areas last 
year, before continuing the project in 
the 200-hall restroom of Aledo High 
School and the restrooms in the Aledo 
Middle School Stadium, according 
to Husfeld. These replacements are 
needed due to vandalism and wear 
and tear, he added.

The $48,735 expenditure is cov-
ered in the district’s budget. Bathroom 
dividers will continue to be replaced 
every summer until all district facili-
ties have been updated, Husfeld said. 
The project is being completed by 
Tex-Oma Builders Supply Company. 

It is a better financial move to con-
tinue projects while the company is 
already onsite, according to Husfeld.

“It’s much more cost effective to do 
this all at one time,” Husfeld said.

BUSES
from page one

BUSINESS

Hot Chicks Chicken opens in Willow Park
By Brandi Addison
The Community News

A new restaurant in Willow 
Park has brought some of the 
hottest chicks to Parker County 
— literally.

Hot Chicks Chicken officially 
opened its Parker County location 
to the public on Monday about a 
week after its soft opening for first 
responders and teachers.

The menu features several 
chicken-based entrees, including 
jumbo tenders, a sandwich, tacos, 
a rice bowl, loaded fries, a salad, 
and grilled tenders. The chicken 
is dairy- and peanut-free, as well 
as halal. 

Pickles, slaw, fries, sauces, and 
desserts are made in-house daily, 
according to its menu.

Each entrée is prepared to 
order, offering five different heat 
levels, which includes traditional 
tenders without spice. 

The business boasts that 
the medium “punches above its 
weight,” while the hot can make 
anyone “ugly cry,” and the hot af 
is “usually ordered by people who 
lost a bet.”

 Its drink menu — which are 
branded as ‘fire extinguishers’ 
that provide relief to the heat — 
includes a ‘boozy slushie,’ signature 
cocktails, beer, soda, tea, and water.

Online reviews from nearby 
residents confirm the Nashville 
Hot Chicken lives up to its name. 

One resident suggested that 
any level of heat above hot should 
require a medical warning, while 

others admitted to crying their way 
through the meal.

Hot Chicks Chicken is located 
at 337 Shops Boulevard, Suite 103, 

in Willow Park. The restaurant 
has a second location in Plano and 
will soon open locations in Dallas, 
Arlington and Addison.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Kayla Kendall and Melissa Kite are shown at the counter in the new Willow Park location.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The inside decor continues the “hot” theme of the restaurant.
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we have questions. Letters are due 
by Monday at noon for that week’s 
paper. Community announcements, 
achievements and obituaries are 
due by noon Friday for the following 
week’s paper. Send submissions to 
news@community-news.com.

Photos submitted should include 
names of the people in the photo-
graph. For ease in submitting photo-
graphs electronically, visit our con-
tact form at community-news.com/
contacts.

The Community News does not charge 
for timely wedding, engagement and birth 
announcements provided they are of rea-
sonable length. Lengthy announcements 
will either be edited to a reasonable length 
or, at the discretion of the person submit-
ting the announcement, be charged a fee. 
The deadline for submitting announce-
ments is noon Friday for the following 
week’s paper.

News
Brandi Addison 
Makenzie Plusnick

Photography 
Christopher Amos  
Kirsten Gallon 
Jackie Hayslip 
Cynthia Llewellyn 

Sports 
Nolan Ruth
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  in Tarrant County
      on highway 199
  5  you spit out a 
      watermelon ____
  6  “Battleship Texas
      State Historic ____”
  7  _  ___-gallon hat
  8  addition result
  9  TXism: “critter
      corral”
12  TXism: “smoke ‘__
      ___” (expose)
17  sleeping noisily
19  1962 western:
      “Young ____  __
      Texas”
21  lizards found in the
      Rio Grande Valley
22  country where
      former Maverick
      Roy Tarpley played
23  where women get
      beautifi ed (2 wds.)
28  nine Astros or 
      eleven Cowboys
29  TXism: “____ as the
      bottom of a well”
30  spit
31  TX’s “Naval Station
      _____side” was
      closed in 2010
35  football headgear
36  TX Larry McMurtry
      wrote “In A ______ 
      _____: Essays on
      Texas” (1968)
42  “P”of POW
44  TXism: “new to 
      _____ parts”
46  TXism: “dumb as
      _  ____  ____”
48  UT and A&M started
      with land ______

  1  this happened to
      JFK in Texas on
      Nov. 22, 1963
  2  “New Braunfels
      Herald-_______”
  3  “don’t ___ ‘__  ___
      of your sight”
      (keep them close)
  4  newspaper: 
      “____ Echo”
  9  this TX-born
      Garrison won
      tennis gold in 1988
10  TXism: “she has to
      sneak up __  _ 
      ______  __  ___
      her hair” (homely)
11  this TX Smith won
      pole vault gold in
      1948 (init.)

49  TX George W. to late
      George H.W.
50  TX Dell’s 1st smartphone
51  TXism: “if it ain’t true,
      there ____  _ cow in
      Texas”
52  internat’l trade org.
53  British boys
54  TXism: “he’s __  ___, his
      boots burned up before
      he smelled the smoke”
56  fl oral delivery serv.

57  agreement
      to pay (abbr.)
58  duffers use ____
      out golf balls

12  TXism: “active as
      an ___ suckin’ dog”
13  Jefferson, TX puts
      on “The Diamond
      Bessie ______ 
      _____” every May
14  Crowell’s 6-man
      team class (2 wds.)
15  computer operator
16  clock: tick-____
18  TX-born actress
      Meredith Mac___
20  Santa __, TX
23  TX Mary Kay ___
24  motor oil viscosity
      number
25  “Texas, Our Texas!
      ___ hail the mighty
      State!”

26  TXism: “____  __
      a dish rag”
27  eat too much, e.g.
32  TXism: “__ hill for
      a stepper”
33  2nd gov. init.
34  this Gray played
      J.R.’s wife on
      “Dallas” (init.)
36  “neither” sidekick

37  this Paul wrote a
      song for TX Holly
38  regenerates
39  TXism: “lend _ 
      ____” (assist)
40  AC openings
41  TXism: “____ bien”
      (good)
43  TX Buddy Holly’s
      “It’s __ Easy”
45  Mexican “is”
47  this fi ts through
      a stirrup (2 wds.)
48  effrontery
55  powerless fi re-
      cracker (2 wds.)
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Nearly 60 Texas House Democrats left 
the state last Monday for Washington, D.C. 
in an effort to stop passage of a Republican-
led elections bill. This in effect blocks all 
legislation since the House doesn’t have a 
quorum present. As the Austin American 
Statesman and other media outlets report-
ed, Gov. Greg Abbott has threatened to 
arrest the absent lawmakers upon their 
return. While in Washington, the legisla-
tors have met with Vice President Kamala 
Harris and several Democratic senators to 
push passage of a federal elections bill that 
is currently stalemated.

The House Democrats have vowed to 
stay in Washington until the special session 
ends on Aug. 7. They are using private funds 
as well as campaign accounts to finance 
their decampment to the nation’s capital and 
are mounting fundraising campaigns. San 
Antonio lawmaker Trey Martinez Fischer, 
one of the leaders of breaking the quorum, 
said Democrats are spending $10,000 a day 
for hotel rooms and meals.

Abbott has blasted the Democrats’ 
absences as a “taxpayer-funded junket.”

Abbott orders investigation  
of juvenile justice department

Abbott last week directed the Texas 
Rangers to investigate “multiple allega-
tions” of potentially illegal behavior among 
certain staff members of the Texas Juvenile 
Justice Department. The department 
operates five secure facilities and six half-
way houses across the state for youthful 
offenders. The move comes after numerous 
complaints that children in state lockups 
are subject to widespread sexual assault and 
other violations.

In late 2020, Texas Appleseed and 
Disability Rights Texas filed a complaint 
with the Civil Rights Division of the U.S. 
Department of Justice, claiming “griev-
ous violations of children’s constitutional 
rights.” TJJD has been under criticism for 
more than a decade for what critics term 
chronic understaffing, abuse, and scandal, 
according to previous published reports.

Invasive silver carp  
found in Texas waters

Invasive silver carp has been found in 
Texas waters, according to the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department. The invasive spe-
cies was found in last month in Choctaw 
Creek, a tributary of the Red River, about 15 
miles downstream from Lake Texoma.

“These are the first reports of silver 
carp from Texas waters, although they have 
previously been found in other areas of 
the Red River including just downstream 
from Lake Texoma in Oklahoma waters in 
2019,” said Dan Bennett, TPWD fisheries 
management biologist. “Invasive carp pose 
a significant risk to Lake Texoma’s ecosys-
tem and boaters, and there is adequate flow 
and upstream river area for them to become 

established and reproduce in the lake if 
introduced.”

The carp are not native to the United 
States but have become prolific primarily in 
the Mississippi River Basin. They compete 
with other species, such as shad and buffalo, 
and can even pose a risk to humans. They 
can jump up to 10 feet out of water when 
startled by boat engines, sometimes injur-
ing boaters. Some can reach more than 4 
feet in length and weigh nearly 90 pounds.

Anyone who catches either silver or big-
head carp in Texas waters is asked to report 
the sighting with location information and 
photos to AquaticInvasives@tpwd.texas.
gov. Silver and bighead carp are prohibited 
exotic species in Texas and must be killed 
upon possession by beheading, gutting, 
gill-cutting or other means or placed on ice. 
Neither species can be possessed live.

Federal funding for  
behavioral health services

The Texas Health and Human Services 
Commission is receiving more than $210 
million in federal emergency funding for 
mental health and substance abuse preven-
tion services in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“The pandemic has created much higher 
demand for mental health and substance use 
disorder services across Texas,” said Sonja 
Gaines, HHS deputy executive commis-
sioner for Intellectual and Developmental 
Disability and Behavioral Health Services. 
“The federal emergency funding will allow 
us to address challenges associated with the 
impact of COVID-19 and help get Texans 
who need behavioral support on the road to 
recovery.”

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention reported that drug overdose 
deaths set a record in 2020, driven primari-
ly by opioids. HHSC is using the emergency 
funding to create and implement a number 
of initiatives, including expanded access 
to treatment and recovery programs and 
diversion services that keep folks with men-
tal health or substance abuse issues out of 
jails and emergency rooms.

New COVID-19  
cases rising sharply

Largely because of the delta variant 
of COVID-19 and a large percentage of 
unvaccinated Texans, the number of new 
COVID-19 cases in Texas rose sharply in the 
past week, with 22,773 new cases report-
ed by the Coronavirus Resource Center at 
Johns Hopkins University. That’s close to 
double the number of cases the week before, 
and deaths reported also increased to 192. 
The Centers for Disease Control reports 
that 99% of deaths attributed to the virus 
are people who have not been vaccinated.

Hospitalizations of lab-confirmed 
COVID-19 patients also rose sharply, to 
2,834 currently in Texas hospitals as of 
Sunday. That’s up nearly 50% from the 
previous week. The number of Texans 
who are fully vaccinated rose slightly to 
12.353 million — 42.3% of all the total state 
population.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning 
Texas journalist. He published a number of 
community newspapers in Texas during a 
30-year span, including in Longview, Fort 
Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. Email: 
gborders@texaspress.com.

Capital Highlights

Absent lawmakers 
stymie special session

Gary Borders
gborders@texaspress.com

For those who watch news-
papers it comes as no surprise 
that, here at The Community 
News, we do things differently.

It’s neither good nor bad — 
just different.

I have often heard that 
putting a newspaper together 
is like a puzzle and it is. But 
it’s more like Tetris without 
the full rows disappearing 
than it is like a jigsaw puzzle.

Jigsaw puzzles have the 
end already figured out. Then 

they cut it all up, and it’s up to 
the user to put all the pieces 
back together to successfully 
complete the puzzle.

When putting a newspa-
per together, especially for 
someone like me, there is not 
a pre-determined picture of 
what it is going to look like.

For good or bad, I have 
always been kind of a “fly by 
the seat of my pants” kind 
of guy. When I make a first 
assignment to someone who 
comes here from another 
newspaper or a journalism 
school, they invariably ask, 
“how many words?”

My standard answer is 
“however many words it takes 
to tell the story.”

Editors who assign word 
counts do so because they 
have already pictured their 

layout, and want the story to 
conform to the layout.

I want the layout to con-
form to the story.

What that typically means 
is that I have no idea what the 
newspaper is going to look 
like going in.

As I write this, everything 
in this issue has been laid out 
except for pages 1, 3, and 4. 
I’m on a deadline but I still 
don’t know what those pages 
are going to look like.

We always hold the front 
pages for last in case we get 
something late-breaking.

To me that’s 99% of the 
thrill. 

So I’ll get to it, and as I 
arrive at the end of this col-
umn I will admit that I broke 
my rule, and wrote this col-
umn to fit the space!

Slings&Arrows

Putting the puzzle together

Randy Keck
rkeck@community-news.com
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www.metalmar ts.com

817-599-4186 • Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street • Weatherford, Texas 76087

GOING GREEN with COOL ROOFING

�
�

ENERGY EFFICIENT 
& LOOKS GREAT!

WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN

MULTIPLE SIZES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 25 years!

MMMetal Mart
THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
� RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
� CUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING � PURLIN & TUBING
� EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
� MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS � POWER TOOLS
� VENTS & SKYLIGHTS � HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
� SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT � INSULATION
� SEALANTS & CLOSURES � CARPORT PACKAGES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 28 years!

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
DAILYDAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
• LASER THERAPY
• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
• ONCOLOGY
• ENDOSCOPY 

Life insurance 
from a real-life 
person.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Get life insurance that comes 
with someone local (me).  
I’m here to help you protect 
your family’s financial future. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708148

Bobby J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX  76008

Bus: 817-441-9966
bobby@bobbyrigues.com

FENCE SUPPLY

Wholesale to the Public

1508 Mineral Wells Hwy
Weatherford • 817-841-8577

@DuramexFenceSupplyWeatherford

FENCE SUPPLY
Come and check out our new store!

103 W. Church • 817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

Propane Sales 
and Service

On the Square 
in Weatherford

YEARSYEARS
OF PROPANE

1958-2019

Jim Martin
REALTOR®

Owner – MartinLandSales.com

5600 E. I-20 Service Rd S
Willow Park, TX 76008

Ofc:  817.441.2102
Fax:  817.441.2511

Cell:  817.538.6846
Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com  

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

Peach Festival attracts about 50,000 people

Olivia Garibay takes a ride on the train.

Heath and Christie Thomas prepare to go home with a souvenir.

LEFT: Pam and Clent Collier sold homemade peach ice cream 
at the Couts United Methodist Church booth. | RIGHT: Nas 
Willis and George Agutu sold “Too Cold” pops.

LEFT: Shel Higgins of Bee Pride Honey couldn’t be missed. | 
RIGHT: Alaina Lemon of Peaster successfully removes a giant 
Jenga block.

Emily Peck and Ben Israel of Hudson Oaks take a break in the 
shade.

“Old Jake” can be found 
entertaining every year at the 
Peach Festival.

Rhyker Lisle, Reagan Lisle, Tucker Villasana, and Stetson 
Villasana were ready to roll at the beginning of the festival.

Van Darien was one of the 
featured artists on the music 
stage.

The Texas GOP booth was manned by (from left) Dottie 
Worthington, Zan Prince, Catherine Talbot, and Julie Tiller. 

Selected Scenes 
from the  
Parker County 
Peach Festival

More photos can be 
found at communi-
ty-news.com/2021/07/
parker-coun-
ty-peach-festival-2021/.

Photos by Randy Keck 
The Community News

https://www.community-news.com/2021/07/parker-county-peach-festival-2021/
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Support Services provided by 
Careity Foundation

MEET OUR
ANCER-FIGHTING
ROCK ST RS

Talha Riaz, MD Medical Oncologist/Hematologist | Aaron Laine, MD, PhD Radiation Oncologist

WWW.THECENTERTX.COM | 817.759.7000
Weatherford

FORT WORTH CENTRAL CAMPUS • FORT WORTH SOUTHWEST • ARLINGTON
WEATHERFORD • BURLESON • GRANBURY • MINERAL WELLS • STEPHENVILLE

Pastor, Clark Bosher

Japan Welcomes World Athletes 

Japan (’s)

Japan (’s)

Japan (’s)

  Read the clues to
fill in the puzzle
about Japan.

 

Newspaper Fun!
 

Annimills LLC © 2021 V17-30              www.readingclubfun.com

   Kids: color
  stuff in!

Tokyo

1

2

3

4

5

7

89

10
16

12

13

11

14

15

6

13. ancient culture had a class of warriors known as “Bushi” – high-level 
      warrior nobles, known as ________; similar to Knights in Europe
14. produces more animated media than any other country- the unique art style of “________” 
      uses hand-drawn cartoons with bright, wide-eyed characters, enjoyed by all

1. is a collection of 6,852 mountainous ________
2. capital
3. official language is _________, but children take classes in English too
4. national ________ has a white field with a bright red circle at the center, 
    which represents the “Land of the Rising Sun,” – this is a translation of
    the name by which the Japanese people call their country, Nihon
5. government is similar to the U.S. government in that they have three, 
    government branches – the Executive, Legislative and Judicial; 
    but, they also have a Prime Minister and an ________
6. shares a ________ with these countries: North Korea, 
    South Korea, Russia, and China
7. is surrounded by the Sea of Japan, the Sea of Okhotsk, 
    the East China Sea, the Philippine Sea and 
    the ________ Ocean
8. in the “Ring of Fire,”; often hit by ______, 
    volcanic eruptions, and tsunamis 
9. highest point is _________  
    ________ – it is a holy place to 
    many Japanese people; It is 
    an active volcano
10. key exports: cars, 
      computer ________, 
      electronics, machinery, ships

15. __________ unit 
     is called a 
     Kazoku: 
     mother, father, 
     children and the 
     grandparents
16. commuter 
      ________ is the
      fastest in the 
      world – using
                  magnets 
                  to travel 
                  over 
                 370 miles 
                 per hour

     In summer 2021, Japan is welcoming 
athletes from all over the world to the 
2020 Summer Olympic Games. The 
Games are being held one year late 
due to the global pandemic.

     Twenty-seven of the 42 event 
venues, where the games are held, 
are in or very close to Japan’s 
capital city, Tokyo. 

earthquakes

Mount Fuji

Mount 
 Fuji

Japanese

Emperor

Samurai

Pacific circuits

respect

border

islands

Tokyo

flag

sumo
anime

family

train

  I’m so excited!

                         11. custom is to 
           bow instead of shaking hands
      – the lower the bow, the more ________  is being shown
12. popular sports include baseball, soccer, ________ 
      wrestling, golf, and tennis

Japan is about to host the 2020... ...Summer Olympic Games in 2021!

Japan

PARENTS: Please let us know if you would like to see more educational content and activities for children in the paper!  
You can call us at 817-441-7661 or email news@community-news.com.
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Classifieds

PUBLIC NOTICE

THE TOWN OF ANNETTA, 
TEXAS WILL HOLD A 
PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE 
PROPOSED OPERATING 
BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2021-2022 AT THE REGULAR 
ANNETTA CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING ON THURSDAY, 
AUGUST 19, 2021 AT 7:00 
P.M. AT THE ANNETTA TOWN 
HALL, 450 THUNDER HEAD 
LANE.

TexSCAN Week of 
July 18-24, 2021

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 
power during utility power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 
1-855-704-8579.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Paraquat – Parkinson’s Disease. If you were 
exposed to the herbicide Parquat and have been 
diagnosed with Parkinson’s Disease, you may be 
entitled to compensation. Call 800-444-9112 for more 
information. Pulaski Kherkher, PLLC.

INTERNET
AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month. Get More For 
Your High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today 
1-855-439-5457.

MAINTENANCE
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

TRUCK DRIVERS
Be Your Own Boss, Choose Your Own Routes! 
Looking for CDL drivers to deliver new trucks all 
over the country, starting in Laredo, TX. Experience 
preferred. Must have DOT physical and be willing 
to keep logs. No DUIs in the last 10 years, clean 
MVR. Quality Drive-Away. Apply online at 
www.qualitydriveaway.com or call 574-642-2023.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress   #6258

WANTED
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com..

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas 
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive 

Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity! 
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

215 Mesquite St. * Aledo, Texas 76008* 817-378-4423

*Livestock Feed
*Pet Food
*Bagged Fertilizer
*Salt Products
*Deer Feeders

Monday - Friday 
8:00am to 5:30pm 

Saturday  
8:00am to 12:30pm 

Mike Tandy
Owner

In Business Since 1996

TANDY 
METAL BUILDINGS & 

FENCING

Mobile: 817.925.5843

Weld up • Bolt up • Horse Barns  • Welding
Custom Pipe Fencing • Fencing • Metal Homes

www.tandymetalbuildings.com

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

Kim Hanlon
Escrow officEr

officE: 817.441.5423
cEll: 817.825.3520
fax: 817.441.5639
E-mail: KHanlon@asrkfgroup.com

“You’ll appreciate the difference.”

Kim Hanlon
Escrow officEr

officE: 817.441.5423
cEll: 817.825.3520
fax: 817.441.5639
E-mail: KHanlon@asrkfgroup.com

“You’ll appreciate the difference.”

Fidelity National Title®

Office: 
Fax:

817.441.5423
817.585.4815

1604 8th Ave • Fort Worth, TX 76104
You’ll appreciate the difference.

Escrow officEr

khanlon@fidelity8thavenue.com

Kim Hanlon

KIMBERLY MEYER, ABR, CRS, GRI
REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com
4500 Hartwood Dr, Fort Worth, TX 76109-1840
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
Global Luxury Specialist

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Operated by a subsidary 
of NRT, LLC

1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662
24-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $4524-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $45
Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)

We have lots of room 
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

709 N FM 1187, Suite 800, Aledo
817-732-7665 · 817-441-8100

www.fortworthcustompools.org
fortworthcustompools@msn.com

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

Holly Green, Owner 
10943 S FM 1187 Road
Fort Worth, Texas 76126

“You Jingle...We Shingle™”
817.441.6973

service@brettcoroofing.com

Business Cards

Looking for 
the Top Dog?

Parker County’s only locally-owned newspaper

It’s a local call •click • e-mail!
817-441-7661 • www.community-news.com

MEMBER 2021

TEXAS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

Application has been made with 
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for a Mixed 
Beverage Permit, a Food and 
Beverage Permit and a Brewpub 
Permit by the Bourbon n Branch 
Brewing Co., LLC to be located 
at 900 Cinema Dr. Suite 6114, 
Hudson Oaks, Parker County, 
Texas. Owners of the corporation 
are Mr. Brian Lixey as Managing 
Member & Dr. Joshua Tarbay as 
Managing Member.

community-news.com

https://www.community-news.com/2021/07/public-notice/
https://chappell-hearing-aids.com
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Call your hearing care professional
to schedule an appointment.

New Pure Charge&Go AX hearing 
aids are the world’s first to offer 
Augmented Focus™ technology to 
deliver outstanding speech clarity 
without compromising comfort and 
awareness. 

Hearing technology 
clearly separate 
from the rest.

Learn more and listen 
for yourself: 

Rechargeable solution 
with portable charger
Rechargeable solution 
with portable charger

Greater than 25% better 
speech understanding in 
noise compared to own 
hearing aids* 

817-263-1971

chappell-hearing-aids.com

*Data on file. 

Offers available only
through 08/31!

FREE DEMONSTRATION.
Hear the difference!

RISK-FREE, 2-WEEK TRIAL.
Zero cost. Zero obligation. 

CHAPPELL

Hearing Hearing Care CenterCare Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste. 702 Fort Worth
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
• 15 minutes from Aledo 
• Most insurance accepted

Matt Morris
817-529-5325 

matt@gusbates.com

Proud to 
Support the Aledo 

Bearcats

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra 
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affi liate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affi liated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments. 

817-732-4419
www.sarahmorrisdds.comEMPLOYEE BENEFITS, PROPERTY & CASUALTY, 

RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES
FAMILY DENTISTRY WHERE HONESTY & INTEGRITY MATTER!

State of the Art Sterilization Room
Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening

Massage Chairs and HDTV
Water Purification System

2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 · Fort Worth, TX 76116

Looking for  
the Top Dog?

Parker County’s only locally-owned newspaper

It’s a local call •click • e-mail!
817-441-7661 • www.community-news.com

Cowboy Celebration Parade • The Cowtown Cowboy Rodeo • Comedy Gunfight Shows
Live Music • Calf Roping Training • Chuck Wagon Cowboy Poetry • Fiddle Contest  

Stick Horse Races • Armadillo Races • Rib Eating Contest • Championship Rodeos & more!

15TH ANNIVERSARY

Presented by

 @STOCKYARDSSTATION
 @FWSYSTATION

© 2021 STOCKYARDS HERITAG E DEVELOPMENT CO.

FORTWORTHSTOCKYARDS.ORG
131 E EXCHANG E AVE, FORT WORTH 

Supported by Public Improvement District #11 

Sponsors

Rodeo Tickets Now on Sale at COWTOWNCOLISEUM.COM 
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TRACK

Area athletes qualify for Junior Olympics
Bearcat runner  
leads the way
By Randi Mitchell
Special to The Community News

Aledo Bearcat Isaac Hernandez 
led the charge for the Mach 1 Track 
Club when it competed in the 
AAU Track and Field Region 18 
Championships held June 25-28 in 
Burleson.

In all, the club had six Region 18 
champions and qualified 14 athletes 
for the AAU Track and Field Junior 
Olympics, to be held July 31 - Aug. 7 
in Humble, Texas.

Only the top six qualify out of 
Region 18 advance to Nationals and 
Mach 1 had the majority of their 
runners qualify.

Hernandez, an incoming senior, 
placed third in the men’s 17 - 18 
division, 3000M run with a new 
Mach 1 record time of 9:02, just a 
few seconds away from the fastest 
qualifier in the nation. Isaac also got 
fifth place in the 1500M run with 
the time of 4:12. 

Weatherford Kangaroo incom-
ing senior Bryson Crippen stole 
fourth place in the men’s 17-18 divi-
sion 400M hurdles with a time of 
58 seconds, a new personal record 
for him. 

The boys 15-16 year old division 
had a huge day at regionals com-
peting in an extremely tough field. 
The relay team placed first in the 
4 x 800M relay. Runners included 

Aledo Bearcats Samuel (Sam) 
Haught, Jack Fink, and Vincent 
Luffey and Poolville Lion Aiden 
Mansell. Haught also ran the boys 
15 - 16 division open 800M with a 
time of 2:02, coming back from the 
middle of the field to get first at the 
finish line, earning him the Region 
18 Champion title.

In the boys 15 - 16 year old divi-
sion 3000M, run Mansell earned 
third place with the time of 9:38, 
Luffey placed fourth with a time of 
9:42, and Fink took sixth place with 
a time of 9:47. Going into the race 
these runners were only expected to 
take one of the six qualifying spots, 
but ended with a triple PR.

In the boys 15 - 16 year division 
1500M run, Mansell took second 
place with the time of 4:21.50 and 
Luffey was right behind him with 
time of of 4:21.58. In a photo fin-
ish, the race director had to review 
the race and update the standings 
because it was so close.

The boys 14 year old division, 
1500M race, was a close one with 
Aledo Bearcat Luke Schabel plac-
ing second with a time of 4:43 
and Weatherford Kangaroo Riley 
Starling placing third with a time 
of 4:44. Schabel also placed third in 
the 800M run with a time of 2:15. 
Riley placed second in the 3000M 
run with a time of 10:16.

In the boys 13 year old division, 
3000M Nicholas (Nico) Walden 
earned Region 18 Champion with 

a first place time of 10:41 and he 
placed fourth in the 1500M run 
with a time of 4:59. Nico is the most 
improved Mach 1 runner of 2021 
so far. 

In the girls 13 year old divi-
sion, 3000M race, Emerita (Emmy) 

Strathmeyer placed third with a time 

of 11:56 and Ainsley Tims placed 

fourth with a time of 12:00 flat. 

In the 1500M run, Ainsley placed 

fifth with a time of 5:27 and Emmy 

placed 6th with a time of 5:28. 

In the girls 12 year division, 
Mayden Mitchell placed first in the 
3000M run with a time 11:19, and 
first in the 1500M with a time of 
5:21. She also placed second in the 
800M race with a 2:35.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Mach 1 athletes who attended the Region 18 meet included (front) Mayden Mitchell and (back, from left) Coach 
Matt Mitchell, Bryson Crippen, Riley Starling, Jack Fink, Sam Haught, Luke Schabel, Nico Walden, Anna Shpakoff, 
and Coach Lupe Torres.

Turn to TRACK, page 10
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Mach 1 had one Region 19 qual-
ifier in the girls 12 year old division, 
Micah Neal. She got second place 
in the 3000M with a time of 10:59. 
In the 1500M, she placed third with 
a time of 5:07 and she placed fifth 
in the 800M with a time of 2:33. 
Micah has the second fastest quali-
fying time in the 3000M, going into 
the AAU National Meet. 

Josh Fink placed first in the 
boys 11 year old division 1500M 
Racewalk with a time of 9:14 earn-
ing him Regional Champ status and 
he placed sixth in the 1500M run 
with a time of 5:53.

“I’m grateful for this season, giv-
ing the athletes an opportunity to 
run since they didn’t get to compete 
last summer due to COVID, Mach 1 
Head Coach Lupe Torres said. “I’m 
really proud of our 14 athletes that 
are going to Nationals because they 

have put in the hard work and now 
we get to see their rewards.”

“I’m very impressed with these 
athletes,” Mach 1 Coach Matt 
Mitchell said. “They stepped up in 
a big way with their performances 
at Regionals. This season we’ve had 
the opportunity to coach a lot of new 
athletes and their results were stel-
lar, with a plethora of PRs.”

The Junior Olympics competi-
tion kicks off on July 31 at Humble 
High School in Humble, Texas.

Don’t forget your four-legged 
family member when you travel!

• Boarding 

• Grooming 

• Heated & 
Cooled 

• Indoor & 
Outdoor Runs

• 24-Hour 
Attendant 

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071

Newly-Upgraded boarding facilities

Office:  817-443-9747

Fax:  817-887-2271

Mobile:  254-592-8739

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

ChristiJamesInsurance.com
Serving all your home, auto, business and life insurance needs.

CHRISTI  JAMES
BRANCH OWNER/AGENT

cjames@twfg.com

Independent agency serving all your home,  
auto, business and life insurance needs

NO MATTER YOUR NEED, 
WE HAVE YOU COVERED
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
A FREE QUOTE!

Office:  817-443-9747
Mobile: 254-592-8739
Email: cjames@twfg.com

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008 BRANCH OWNER

Office:  817-443-9747

Fax:  817-887-2271

Mobile:  254-592-8739

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

ChristiJamesInsurance.com
Serving all your home, auto, business and life insurance needs.

CHRISTI  JAMES
BRANCH OWNER/AGENT

cjames@twfg.com

Lori Fowler, Ph.D.
B R O K E R ,  O W N E R

405 S. FM 1187
Suite 400

817.825.8293
Charitablerealty.org

C H A R I T A B L E
R E A L T Y

Where Commissions become Donations

Over $550,000 Donated to Charity!

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

LEFT: Mach 1 athletes shown are (front row, from left) Mayden Mitchell, Josh 
Fink, Ainsely Tims, and Emmy Strathmeyer and (back) Coach Matt Mitchell, 
Aiden Mansell, Coach Lupe Torres, Isaac Hernandez, Luke Schabel, Jack 
Fink, Nico Walden, and Riley Starling.

Aledo High School in the Majors
Aledo High School graduates who have made it to the majors

Name Year Round Team Drafted from

Lee Gwaltney 1998

1999

2001

2002

28

29

27

6

New York Yankees

Seattle Mariners

St. Louis Cardinals

Philadelphia Phillies

Aledo HS

McLennan Community College

Louisiana Tech

Louisiana Tech

Sean Henn 1999

2000

30

26

New York Yankees

New York Yankees

Aledo HS

McLennan Community College

Brent Allar 2005 11 Milwaukee Brewers Weatherford College

Kane Holbrooks 2009 21 Minnesota Twins Texas State University

Ryan Talley 2014 Anaheim Angels (free agent after senior year at University of 
Texas at San Antonio)

Griffin Benson 2016 23 Atlanta Braves Aledo HS

Reid “Taco” 
Anderson

2018 40 New York Yankees Brown University

Cody Bradford 2019 6 Texas Rangers Baylor University

CORRECTION
In last week’s issue of The Community News (July 16, 2021) we ran a chart of Aledo High School alumni who 
have gone on to be drafted by a Major League Baseball organization. The chart omitted Reid “Taco” Anderson 
and Cody Bradford, drafted in 2018 and 2019 respectively. Both are active MLB players.

The accompanying article was bylined by Nolan Ruth but the error on the chart was mine. I regret the error.

- Randy KeckNOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON ADOPTION OF IMPACT FEES 
CITY OF WILLOW PARK

A public hearing will be held by the Willow Park City Council at a 
meeting on August 24, 2021. The City Council meeting will begin 
at 7:00 p.m. and will take place at 516 Ranch House Road, Willow 
Park, Texas in the City Council Chambers of the Willow Park City Hall.  
The public hearing will begin at approximately 7:00 p.m. 

The purpose of the public hearing is to consider the adoption of a 
storm water impact fee to pay for storm water drainage  
infrastructure. The amount of the proposed storm water  
impact fee is as follows:

$34.74 per storm water service unit

One (1) storm water service unit = 1,000 square feet of  
impervious area

Example of Storm Water Impact Fee Calculations:

A one (1) acre commercial development with 34,850 square feet of 
impervious area pays $1,210.69.

A fifty (50) acre single family residential development with fifty per-
cent (50%) of impervious area pays $37,831.86. 

Any member of the public has the right to appear at the public hear-
ing and present evidence for or against the plan and the  
proposed storm water impact fee.

Candy Scott, Interim City Secretary

Publish in The Community News in the July 23, 2021 edition.
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Moritz Chevrolet · Chrysler · Jeep
Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) · 817-696-2000

Moritz Kia · 8501 I-30 · 817-560-6000

Bearcats — Ladycats!Bearcats — Ladycats!

Just for
Just for

WAY TO GO!WAY TO GO!

Mach 1 Track ClubMach 1 Track Club
Good Luck at Junior Olympics!Good Luck at Junior Olympics!
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