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This panoramic photo shows the scene at Aledo High School’s 2021 graduation at Bearcat Stadium on Saturday, May 29, where more than 440 diplomas were handed out. The graduation was
postponed one day due to weather. The Community News will have full graduation coverage in our special Salute to Seniors in next week’s (June 11) issue.

ALEDO
Sherift’s
investigators
seek car
burglary

suspects

Two people caught
on surveillance

camera
Parker County Sheriff’s Dept.

Special to The Community News

The Parker County Sherift’s
Office is seeking the public’s
assistance in identifying and
locating two suspects in con-
nection with a several vehicle
burglaries.

Parker County Sheriff Russ
Authier said sheriff’s depu-
ties responded to Terry Drive,
in Aledo, May 2, regarding
multiple reports of vehicle
burglaries.

Several victims reported
their vehicles had been broken
into between 11 p.m. to 7 a.m.
May 1-2.

One victim reported his
wallet containing multiple
credit and debit cards had
been taken from his vehi-
cle. The victim additionally
reported his cards were used
to make purchases at Walmart
in Hudson Oaks on May 2.

Investigators with
the  Sheriff’s  Criminal
Investigations Division were
able to secure video footage
from Walmart of the individ-
uals using the stolen debit and
credit cards.

The suspects are described
as a white female between
5-feet-5 and 5-feet-7-inches
tall, having long, dark hair,
wearing a black hoodie with
a blue logo, black sweatpants

Turn to CRIME, page 3

State Bound!

I

JACKIE HAYSLIF/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Ladycats cheer “we’re going to state” after defeating Northwest 8-1 in the regional final in a two-day
playoff game that started May 28 and ended May 29. For more on the ‘Cats, see page 8.

ALEDO

Dean Ranch agreement
almost complete

By Brandi Addison

The Community News

The possibility of a por-
tion of Dean Ranch becoming
a part of Aledo’s extraterritorial

jurisdiction took another step
forward when the city council
unanimously approved its part of
the joint ordinance and bound-
ary agreement during the May

27 council meeting — less than
a month after signing the initial
proposal with Fort Worth.

Turn to ALEDO, page 3

PARKER COUNTY
Manufacturing
plant coming to

county

Wagners CFT

to locate in Cresson
Staff Reports

The Community News

Wagners Composite Fiber
Technologies (CFT), an Australian
company that manufactures materials
for use in civil engineering construc-
tion, will locate its first U.S. plant
here in Parker County, according to a
release from Gov. Greg Abbott’s office.

According to the company’s web-
site, Wagners CFT pioneered the use
of a unique process that allows fiber-
glass to be used in the manufacturing
of beams for use in bridges, board-
walks, and marine infrastructure. A
Texas Enterprise Fund (TEF) grant
of $1,799,984 has been extended to
Wagners CFT, LLC.

“We are thrilled that Wagners has
chosen to build their first U.S. man-
ufacturing plant in Parker County,
providing further proof that the ‘Made
In Texas’ brand is more powerful than
ever before,” Abbott said. “Wagners’
investment in Texas will spur job cre-
ation and capital investment in North
Texas, and their presence in Parker
County will help us continue to write
the Lone Star State’s economic success
story.”

“Wagners CFT is excited to break
ground on our new manufacturing
plant in Cresson, Texas, with commer-
cial operations to begin in October
2021, said Michael Kemp, Executive
General Manager. “This facility will
generate over 300 full-time jobs
focused on supplying cutting edge
Composite Fiber Infrastructure for
bridges, boardwalks, light poles, and
marine projects.”

“The growth happening across
North Texas is showcased by Wagners
expanding their operations into Parker
County and bringing hundreds of jobs

Turn to WAGNERS, page 3

Mortarboards in sync?
Randy Keck ponders the question of
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mortarboards after graduation.

Bearcats to Midland

One step away from state, ‘Cats playing
three-game series in Midland.
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Spring rain
Concern that heavy spring rains will lead to
summer fires.
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PARKER COUNTY

Heavy spring rains could spell

trouble 1n the summer

Big fire season tends to
come after heavy rains

By Makenzie Plusnick
The Community News

Though Parker County
Emergency Services has not had a
major increase in emergency calls
due to the recent heavy rains, the
wet spring could bring more danger
later in the summer.

According to Emergency Services
District No. 1 Chief Steve Watson,
most of the calls they received
because of the rainfall were not for
dangerous situations.

“We've had a little bit of high-
er call volume but nothing really
dramatic,” he said. “Vehicles... have
become stranded, [but] there wasn’t
really a danger of them washing
down a creek or something like that.
There’s definitely been places that
could have happened, but everybody
was pretty smart.”

There have also been more roads
and areas flooded because of new
construction, he added.

“All the drains and grade work
hasn’t been done yet or finished
out and so now... your partly-built
house is running [ water] into some-
one else’s yard and flooding their
house,” Watson said. “Try to work
with the local builder to help with
some runoff control to prevent that
from happening”

The full impact of the heavy
rainfall may not be seen until later
in the year, Watson said.

“The running joke around the
firehouse is spring rains bring sum-
mer fires,” Watson said. “It really
bolsters the vegetation growth, so if
we end up with a dry late summer
or a dry winter, we have a more

KCSTUDIOS KATHY CHRUSCIELSKI

Waterfalls are not typically seen in East Parker County, but heavy rains
resulted in this scene at Covered Bridge Canyou.

substantial than usual fire wildfire
problem just because there’s such
abundant fuel load.”

This summer has the possibility
of mirroring the wet spring in 2017
and the increase in wildfires the
following fall and winter, Watson
said. To combat this, he recom-
mends keeping foliage at least 30
feet away from homes and mowing
yards regularly.

Watson also recommends mak-
ing a plan for times when heavy rain
is in the forecast. This could help
avoid potentially dangerous situa-
tions, he said.

“I think that’s when people make
the bad decision to drive into flood-
water that they can’t get through
because they feel pressured to be
somewhere,” he said. “So, try to plan
ahead and plan alternate routes.”

PARKER COUNTY

Mayor of Brock announces
run for County Judge

Staff Reports
The Community News

Mayor Jay Hamilton of Brock
has announced his intention to
run for Parker County Judge in the
2022 Republican primary.

A native of Brock, Hamilton
graduated from Brock High
School in 1978. He enlisted in
the United States Marine Corps
in 1980, following a family tra-
dition of military service. During
his time with the United States
Marine Corps and Air Force, he
was active in combat operations
during the United States invasion
of Grenada (Operation Urgent
Fury), the United States partici-
pation in the Multinational Force
operations in Beirut, Lebanon, and
the US-led coalition in Operation
Desert Storm in the Middle East
(Iraq and Kuwait).

Hamilton returned to Parker
County in 2000 and start-
ed Presage Solutions, a premier
Managed Service Provided (MSP),
and became active in civic life,
including his leadership role in the
organization of the City of Brock.

Hamilton’s said the theme for
his campaign is “This is What
Leadership Looks Like.”

“I have been fortunate to have
traveled all over the world with the
United States Marine Corps, the
United States Air Force, and with
my company Presage Solutions;
this has resulted in a lot of real-
life experiences that have led me
to this point,” Hamilton said. “As
the mayor of Brock, Texas, I want
to step up and serve all of the
citizens of Parker County where I
have generational family roots. I
want to make sure that the County
where I was born, where I grew

up and went to high school, and
where I am raising my children,
is the community that gives all
people the opportunity to dream
big, the proper infrastructure and
governmental support for the
development and operation of
successful businesses, where the
different governmental entities
truly work together again, where
all people are heard and respected,
and where families can grow and
gather safely for generations to
come. I will listen, respond and be
accountable — our county deserves
that.”

Among the issues Hamilton
addresses on his website are the
future of Parker County, a strategy
for planning and infrastructure,
collaboration and transparency,
and “technology is the solution.”

Hamilton, 60, is an active father
of four and husband of Colleen, an
honors finance graduate of Notre
Dame and an MBA graduate of
the University of Miami. Their
children attend Brock schools and
their family attends Christ Chapel.

For more information, visit
www.JayforParkerCounty.com.
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SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

A Walmart surveillance camera caught two suspects in an Aledo car
burglary. The Parker County Sheriff’s Dept. is seeking information as to

their identities.

CRIME

from page one

and black flip-flop shoes with socks.
The male suspect is described as
being between 5-feet-6 and 5-feet-
9-inches tall, having short, dark
blond hair, wearing a navy, long-
sleeved T-shirt, black jogging
pants and white tennis shoes. Both
suspects are believed to be in their
early-to-mid-20s.

Sheriff Authier said anyone
with information about the identi-
fication or location of the suspects
is urged to call the Parker County

Sheriff’s Office at 817-594-8845, or
call Parker County Crime Stoppers
at 817-599-5555. You may remain
anonymous when contacting
Crime Stoppers.

Crime Stoppers will pay up to
a $1,000 reward for information
leading to the arrest of the suspects
involved.

Citizens can submit anonymous
tips to tip411 by downloading the
free smart phone App for iPhone
and Android.

Citizens can also sign up for
alerts and access tip411 by logging
onto parkercountysheriff.net

FROM WAGNERS CFT BROCHURE

An example of a bridge constructed using composite fiber technology manufactured by Wagners CFT, which
expects to be operating in Parker County by November.

WAGNERS

from page one

to Senate District 30,” said Senator
Drew Springer. “Wagners is a prime
example of the strong business cli-
mate the Lone Star State is known
for and will help meet Texas’ infra-
structure needs.”

“This opportunity grew out
of a business development trip by
Parker County leaders to Australia.
It is a great story of a great company
now coming to Parker County and

to Texas,” said Representative Phil
King.

“The Wagners project is a big
step forward in growing our local
employment base and diversifying
the Parker County economy, said
Parker County Judge Pat Deen. “I
would like to thank all the local
officials and the Governor’s office
for their assistance with the
recruitment.”

“The Parker County Economic
Development Council (PCEDC) is
excited to welcome Wagners to our
community,” said Patrick Lawler,

PCEDC Executive Director. “The
foundation built and lessons learned
during this recruitment will pay div-
idends for future projects, and our
members will continue to work hard
to build a vibrant economic future
for Parker County.”

Wagners CFT exports prod-
ucts from Australia to the United
States, Malaysia, The United Arab
Emirates, and others.

For more information about
Wagners CFT, visit www.wagnerscft.
com.

CRIME

from page one

Currently part of the larger
neighboring city, the portion of the
Dean Ranch is a 243-acre property
located along the east side of Farm-
to-Market Road 1187, which Mayor
Kit Marshall described this as a
“monumental moment” for Aledo.

The Fort Worth City Council will
consider the measure at its meeting

on June 15. Assuming passage there,

it will be official.

Marshall told city council during
the April 23 meeting the property
area has been on her radar for years.

When the land became available
for purchase in January of last year,
city council and staff began discus-
sions on the property with the large
neighboring city.

There are still several details to
discuss with developers before the

property can be annexed — and
it is contingent on developer
D.R. Horton closing the property

purchase.

“This is one of those genuine
miracles,” Marshall said during last
month’s council meeting. “There are
a number of things that had to
fall, just right in line, and at any
moment, could have fallen apart
and not come to fruition.”

There are still several details to
discuss with developers before the
property can be annexed — and
it is contingent on developer
D.R. Horton closing the property
purchase.

“Personally, I'm excited for the
opportunity for us, and the city of
Aledo, to gain control of our gate-
way — not only on the west side but
also the east side,” Marshall said.

CORRECTION

Last week’s issue of The
Community News referred
to Aledo’s new city admin-
istrator Sharon Hayes as
a former assistant city
manager at Weatherford.
Hayes went on to

become city manager in
Weatherford before com-
ing to Aledo.
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Commentary

Capital Highlights

Budget headed to
governor's desk

Gary Borders

gborders@texaspress.com

The Texas Legislature sent a $24:8 bil-
lion two-year state budget to Gov. Greg
Abbott after the House approved the mea-
sure last Thursday.

The 140-day legislative session ended
at midnight May 31. Senate Bill 1 is $13.5
billion less than the previous biennial bud-
get, with the difference to be made up from
COVID-19 relief funds from the federal
government. As previously reported, Abbott
plans to allow legislators to decide how to

allocate those funds during a special session
this fall.

Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick has suggested a
special session for this summer to address
some of his pet bills, such as limiting
the participation of transgender athletes
in school sports, banning lobbyists paid
with public funds, and putting limits on
social media’s power to restrict users. The
Austin American-Statesman reported that
Abbott called Patrick’s proposal “pretty
goofy,” however. Only the governor can call
a special session and dictate the topics to be
addressed.

Expanded health coverage OK’d
for Medicaid moms

The Texas Legislature on Friday
approved abill that provides mothers receiv-
ing Medicaid assistance at least six months
of health coverage after birth. The measure
expands postpartum coverage from the cur-
rent two months provided under Medicaid.

The bill, sponsored by state Rep. Toni
Rose, D-Dallas, is intended to reduce the
maternal mortality rate in Texas and pro-
vide added assistance to mothers dealing
with postpartum depression.

Medicaid covers almost half of the births
in the United States, according to the Kaiser
Family Foundation. A provision in the
American Rescue Plan of 2021 gave states
the option of expanding Medicaid postpar-
tum coverage.

Number of missing
children reported

The Texas Department of Family and
Protective Services has issued its annual
report on children and youth missing from
that agency’s conservatorship or who are
considered victims of human trafficking.

During fiscal year 2020, which ended
Aug. 31 of last year, a total of 2,229 children
and youth were missing at some point. On
Aug. 31, 255 were still missing. During last
year, a total of 47,913 were in DFPS conser-
vatorship, meaning 4.6% went missing at
some point.

Of the 1,972 children recovered during
that time frame, 136 of them — 7% —
reported being victimized while missing.
Sixty-eight children — 3.4% — reported
being a victim of sex trafficking

More than a third

of Texans vaccinated

With shots opened up to anyone 12 and
older, more than a third of all Texans — more
than 10.2 million — are now fully vacci-
nated against COVID-19, according to the
Texas Department of State Health Services.
That is 35% of the state’s population.

Abbott and the Texas Department of
Emergency Management announced last
week the expansion of the State Mobile
Vaccine Program to include groups of five or
more eligible Texans who voluntarily choose
to be vaccinated against COVID-19. In
addition, homebound residents can request
a unit come to their home. Previously, a
minimum of 10 people were required before
requesting a mobile vaccination unit.

Anyone interested can call 844-90-
TEXAS and select Option 13 to schedule a
mobile vaccine clinic for groups of friends,
families, employees and others. The call
center is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
- Saturday.

Cases down slightly,

hospitalizations down

The number of COVID-19 cases in the
past week dropped slightly, according to
the Coronavirus Resource Center at Johns
Hopkins University. As of last Friday, 282
deaths were reported. The number of
lab-confirmed COVID-19 patients contin-
ues to drop, with 1,828 hospitalized as of
Sunday, according to DSHS.

Texas Film Commission

celebrates 50 years

The Texas Film Commission, created
in 1971 to expand the film industry in
Texas, turned a half-century old this year.
The commission has attracted $1.66 billion
in local spending and created more than
157,000 production jobs in Texas from 2007
to 2020. More than 150 Texas communities
are now officially designated as “Texas Film
Friendly”

“Texas has developed into such a vibrant
destination for production across all media
that the promise and potential recognized
50 years ago has been more than realized,”
Abbott said.

Hurricane season

began on June 1

The 2021 hurricane season kicked off
June 1, and it’s expected to be another busy
one.

Last year’s Atlantic hurricane season
included a record-breaking 30 storms,
including a dozen that made landfall in the
United States.

Three storms — Hurricanes Hanna and
Laura and Tropical Storm Marco — result-
ed in disaster declarations for several Texas
counties, according to the Texas Association
of Counties.

Hurricane researchers at Colorado State
University warn that warmer Atlantic sur-
face temperatures and the absence of El
Nifio conditions in the Pacific could result
in a busy 2021 hurricane season.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning
Texas journalist. He published a number of
community newspapers in Texas during a
30-year span, including in Longuview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. Email:
gborders@texaspress.com.

Slings&Arrows

Getting mortarboards in sync

Randy Keck

rkeck@community-news.com

I will admit to feeling a bit
nostalgic and to having sore
feet after covering the Aledo
High School graduation cere-
mony last Saturday at Bearcat
Stadium.

Sore feet because I do a lot
of walking when I'm cover-
ing graduations, and nostalgic
because the very first event I
covered when I became owner
of this newspaper was the
Aledo High School gradua-
tion; it stirs memories.

Dangling participles aside,
that first graduation was held
inside the MPC at what is
now Aledo Middle School.
Obviously the student body
has grown a bit — I think
there were about 160 or so
graduates in that class, com-
pared to the 447 or so I
counted Saturday night, with
even bigger classes on the way.

While I haven’t personal-
ly covered every graduation
since then, I have covered
the vast majority in venues
ranging from the MPC to
Daniel Meyer Coliseum to the
Mansfield Fine Arts Center to
Bearcat Stadium.

The weather finally coop-
erated Saturday night; there
was a slight breeze, perfect
temperature, a tad humid. All
told, I enjoyed the experience.

After covering last year’s
ceremony, I was especially
happy that it was no longer
necessary for the students
to mask due to the dropping
number of COVID-19 cases.

Last year it was a bit surre-
al with the masked students,
and it was good to see the
smiles of those seniors mak-
ing it to that stage.

But getting back to the
walking (and the nostalgia), I
walk a lot when I cover gradu-
ation. Oh, I already said that.
Here’s why:

That first year of The
Community News we won
first place in the Texas Press
Association news  pho-
tography division. It is an
interesting story that I’ll tell
another time, but just to say
that when the judge’s com-
ments on the photo came
back, they consisted of two
words: “nice angle.”

Christopher Amos and
I have joked about that for
years, but it is true that the
most interesting photos you
see are because they have an
interesting angle.

The best photographers
I've had here would climb
down in holes to look up with
a photo, climb up on pre-
carious perches to get a shot
looking down, and I even had
one who had someone drive
his pickup camper while he
tied a rope around his waist
and leaned out the back to get
a phenomenal shot of a bicy-
cle racing team from the front.

Had I known what he was
going to do I would never
have condoned it, but I can’t
argue with the results.

After 26 years it’s difficult
to come up with new ideas for
covering graduation ceremo-
nies, thus all the walking. I'm
looking for a “good angle.”

The Holy Grail in gradu-
ation pictures for me is the
mortarboard toss after the
graduates turn their tassels. It
kind of hit me over the head
when I saw a wonderful mor-
tarboard toss photo on the

front page of the Canadian
Record this week taken by my
friend Laurie Brown. I texted
her to tell her what a good
photo it was, and how I've
never seemed to get a good
one.

In analyzing why this
might be, I have a theory that
there are at least a couple of
reasons I can’t get that shot.

One is that my photogra-
phy skills, while ok, are not
exceptional. But the other,
and I'm going to ask any
recently-graduated Aledo
High School students to let
me know I'm right about this,
is a lack of coordination.

Everything about Aledo
High School graduations is
immaculately planned and
scripted. The powers that be
know who is going to speak,
they know what they’re going
to say, and they do an amazing
job year after year.

But what I noticed
Saturday night was that there
was a hesitancy about when
to toss the mortarboard, so
different graduates tossed
their mortarboards at differ-
ent times.

So I'm going to make a
request. Could there be per-
haps a signal devised so that
the members of the Class of
2022 know when to toss their
mortarboards in the air?

If they are all in the air at
the same time, I might be able
to get a better picture. They
don’t stay up there very long.

So maybe a “1-2-3-toss!”

And then, if T still can’t
get that great mortarboard
toss picture, I'll know for sure
where the problem is.

Until then, let me say a
sincere “congratulations” to
the graduating class of 2021!

Randy Keck has been the owner
of The Community News since
1995.
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per year elsewhere. Subscribe at
www.community-news.com/subscribe.
Receive our e-version, print version,
or both all for the same price.

SUBMIT STORIES,
PHOTOS OR IDEAS

We're always on the lookout for story
ideas. To share one, call Randy Keck
at 817-441-7661, ext. 207 or email
news@community-news.com. Please
provide the basic story information
as well as contact information in case
we have questions.

We welcome letters, articles and
guest opinions from our readers.
Opinions expressed in this newspaper
will be labeled as opinions, editorials
or letters, and do not necessarily
reflect the opinions of the ownership.
Letters should be signed, and limit-
ed to approximately 300 words. All
submissions to the newspaper should

include a telephone number in case
we have questions. Letters are due
by Monday at noon for that week’s
paper. Community announcements,
achievements and obituaries are
due by noon Friday for the following
week’s paper. Send submissions to
news@community-news.com.

Photos submitted should include
names of the people in the photo-
graph. For ease in submitting photo-
graphs electronically, visit our con-
tact form at community-news.com/
contacts.

The Community News does not charge

for timely wedding, engagement and birth
announcements provided they are of rea-
sonable length. Lengthy announcements
will either be edited to a reasonable length
or, at the discretion of the person submit-
ting the announcement, be charged a fee.
The deadline for submitting announce-
ments is noon Friday for the following
week's paper.
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A special street can be found in Aledo.
The houses have been there for a long time.

Over the years, people have come and
gone, yet many of the families have lived
there for decades.

Trinity Bible Church in Willow Park
chose this street for a special service project.

“The Trinity Bible Church youth group
needed a service project; they chose our
neighborhood,” resident Pam Chase said.
“When they found out there were nine sin-
gle women on the block at this time, and
like three married couples, they decided we
were the perfect neighborhood to come in
and help.”

Maybe it was trees that had dead limbs.
Maybe it was someone’s discards or a fence

_- -:_. o

Church project spiffs up Aledo neighborhood

%,

that was barely standing.

“Particularly after the freeze we all had a
lot of dead stuff;” Chase said.

There were trees that needed to be
trimmed and stuff that needed to be hauled
off. Chase said the task was a bit much for
the residents.

“We weren't getting it done, you know,
couldn’t afford a lot of it and just didn’t
know who to call,” Chase said.

Trinity Bible Church heard the call and
responded with more than 100 youth and
adults to work in the neighborhood.

At about 6:15 on Wednesday, May
12, they took 100 kids and adults to the
neighborhood.

“By eight o’clock, they had covered the
whole neighborhood,” Chase said.

They took down an old fence, they took
dead brush — even old tires. She lost count
of how many loads of refuse were taken
from the neighborhood.

“I couldn’t believe it,” Chase said. “And
everybody had such a good time; the kids
were weeding yards and moving stuff
around for us. And it was just a blast for the
kids. What a good time they had, and they
said they would come again next year.”

Chase added that she didn’t think the
neighborhood would be in the same predic-
ament next year.

“It was just perfect timing. Everybody
was amazed to face this group of Kkids
coming to do this for us. It was just really
touching and affirming. And you know, they
did what God told them to do. And I just
had a blast”
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How Can You Keep Kids Connected to Reading This Summer?

Even though 2021 will mean another summer of uncertainties, one thing is sure: Parents will be working hard to keep
their kids reading — both for pleasure and to stay engaged in learning and education.

By Reading Fun
Special to The Community News
Fortunately, parents have
many reading resources at
their disposal. Newspapers
represent a great starting
point, because they offer great
stories and notices of inter-

strut sitting down” "
esting events and activities. Although in-library pro- there are many sources of o 09— 22 abbr. o] phone toxting
3 4 3 o . . . . . . —_— : —
Kids’ magazines are bright and  grams might still be limited electronic books to download bears in
cheerful, and have short arti-  this summer, there are many for kids to read on their com- Texas” .
16 famous gambler in

cles on timely fads, fashions,
food and other fun. Children

3 : . . o e __ atlone
also are highly motivated to ings are usually free, but periods for subscriptions. Star Park o =
read instructions, directions may require a library card Check out: 21 TXBuddy Holly 54 Txism: “wipe

and rules as they build things,
try experiments, make crafts,

graphic novels, science fiction
and so on. Here are prime
places to find, borrow, or buy
quality books and related
resources that your kids will
enjoy this summer:

Your Local Library

online and digital services
you can explore. Such offer-

number to join programs or
access digital book offerings.

Contact the East Parker
County Library in Aledo for
information about summer
activities.

Digital Books and Related
Videos

While not always free,

puters or other devices. Some
of these services offer trial
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Ladycats advance to state tournament

Blow out Northwest 8-1

By Nolan Ruth
The Community News

The Aledo Ladycats softball team
has rolled through the playoffs thus
far. However, coming into the past
weekend, there was one obstacle the
Ladycats had not faced; a one-game
playoff. Aledo has avoided elimination
multiple times throughout the season,
but never in just one game. Game
ones had been the Achilles heel of the
Ladycats going into their playoff game
with the Northwest Lady Texans.

The single-game playoff was an
unusual event, as it took 26 hours to
complete. The game started at 2 p.m.
on Friday (May 28) and ended just
before 4 p.m. on Saturday (May 29).
Aledo went down in order to start the
game as dark clouds started to roll in
over Boswell High School. After that,
starting pitcher Kayleigh Smith only
threw three pitches before a lightning
delay came into effect.

After much deliberation, both
coaching staffs agreed to postpone the
game for 24 hours. At 2 p.m. the next
day the game resumed. Almost imme-
diately, Northwest took the lead after
the leadoff batter reached base and
ended up scoring on a passed ball. It
would be the only run the Lady Texans
would score as Smith went on to pitch
a complete game, only giving up four
hits and shutting down the Northwest
offense.

“It was just another elimination
game to me,” Smith said after the game.
“I'm going to pitch the same no matter
how many games are in the series.
We're trying to win all of them so it was
just the same to me.”

The scoring started for the Ladycats
in the third inning when Marissa
Powell doubled up the middle to bring
home Audrey Pearce and Macy Graf.
Two innings later, Graf beat out a
ground ball to short and the throw
ended up going wide. Graf reached sec-
ond on the throw and Pearce was able
to round third and score, giving Aledo
a 3-1 lead. Madysen Boutwell followed

up with a single to right that brought
home Graf.

The next inning, Claire Byars got in
on the action when she ripped a long
fly ball to left field. Unfortunately, she
missed a home run by just inches when
the ball bounced off the top of the wall
and back into play, but Hannah Pack
was able to score from first, extending
the lead.

When the game went into the sev-
enth and final inning, Aledo had the
game well in hand but the Ladycats
weren’t satisfied. Powell continued
her big day with an inside-the-park
home run, scoring Reagan Davis in the
process.

“I've been praying a lot for peace
and confidence at the plate,” Powell
said of the play. “Every at-bat is a new
at-bat. I can only do as much as I can
and contribute for my team. I just have
a calm mindset even if I'm down in the
count like I was.”

Presley Hull added one more for
good measure when she knocked in
Boutwell with a sacrifice fly to give
Aledo an 8-1 advantage.

Graf was able to record five of the
last six outs at shortstop, and Boutwell
took care of the last one to send the
Ladycats to the state tournament.

“'m a little shell shocked,” head
coach Heather Myers said just before
getting the water bucket dumped on
her. “I've been praying for this all year
that we would just compete and do
the best that we could and make it to
state. And now here we are. I'm happy,
I don’t know how else to say it.”

The Ladycats advance to the state
tournament in Austin for the first
time since 2015 and are facing the
Georgetown Lady Eagles on Friday for
the right to play for the state title on
Saturday. The game will be at 1 p.m.
at Red & Charline McCombs Field
on the campus of the University of
Texas at Austin. If Aledo wins, the
state title game will be played at 4
p-m. on Saturday at the same location
against the winner of Barbers Hill vs.
Hallsville.

JACKIE HAYSLIF/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Marissa Powell, Morgan Brown, Madysen Boutwell, and Kayleigh Smith celebrate their win against Northwest
which advances the Ladycats to the State Tournament.

BASEBALL

Bearcats sweep Bulldogs in regional semifinal final series

One more step
to state
tournament

By Nolan Ruth

The Community News

It has been a magi-
cal season for the Aledo
Bearcats baseball team.
Despite being a state
underdog throughout
the season, the Bearcats
have managed their way
through the district sea-
son and the playoffs with
just three losses and now
find themselves in the
regional championship
round after sweeping the
Abilene Wylie Bulldogs.

The  best-of-three
series began Thursday
night (May 27) at The
Depot in Cleburne.
Despite the bigger stage
the Bearcats did not seem
fazed. Hunter Rudel got
off to a great start on
the mound, retiring the
first seven Wylie batters
in order.

Zach Harrison start-
ed the scoring in the first
inning with a two-run

#2 Aledo’s Parker Stegall gets some air as he joins the dog pile in left field after scoring the game winning
run off a Zach Harrison hit.

ter field, scoring Parker
Stegall as well. The
Bearcats had a 5-0 lead
going into the fourth
inning.

The Bulldogs then
went on to tie the game
in the fourth inning,
scoring five runs after
a series of miscues by
the Aledo defense. The
game stalled from there,
as Rudel was pulled to
give way to Ethan Jaques
for the remainder of the
game.

KIRSTEN GALLON

KIRSTEN GALLON

Aledo designated hitter Parker Stegall slides into
home to score the winning run just in front of the
throw to the catcher for Abilene Wiley.

worked to our advantage
for the most part. Credit
to them, those guys are
phenomenal.”

Jaques started in the
seventh inning at a 5-5
tie, and only allowed one
hit in his entire outing.
Unfortunately, Aledo
was unable to cash in
on multiple opportuni-
ties to win the game. In
the ninth inning (sec-
ond extra inning), the
Bearcats had Stegall at

Turn to BASEBALL, page 8

Matt Morris
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BASEBALL

from page sevan

first with two outs. Harrison came
up to the plate and on one pitch hit
a blooper right on the right field line
that was unable to be caught. Stegall
rounded third and the throw from
right field was late and off line, win-
ning the game for the Bearcats 6-5.

“I saw the first two guys go down
and I knew I was looking for a fast-
ball,” Harrison said after his walk-off
hit. “Sure enough I saw it on the first
pitch, and luckily it dropped.”

The next day, Aledo traveled
two hours west to Abilene Christian
University to play the Bulldogs in
their own backyard. Carter Shands
got the start and held Wylie to just
one run through five innings, setting
up Willems to come in to close the
final two innings.

The game was neck-and neck-un-
til the Bearcats took the lead in the
third inning when Garcia singled
on a ground ball to bring in Belyeu.
Then, after three straight walks to
open the fifth inning, Harrison hit a
deep fly ball to center and was cred-
ited with a sacrifice fly when Stegall
came in to score.

The Bulldogs were able to cut
the lead to 2-1 in the bottom of
the inning, but the Bearcats would
not be denied. Willems drove in
two runs in the sixth on a ground
ball to center that brought home

KIRSTEN GALLON
Aledo starting pitcher #3 Hunter
Rudel winds up to throw in the first
inning.

Belyeu and Stegall. Then in the sev-
enth, Taylor drove in two more when
he tripled to center field, scoring
Harrison and Rudel. With a 6-1
lead, Willems struck out the side in
the bottom of the inning to clinch
the victory and move the Bearcats
on to the regional finals.

“Our whole game plan was to
keep them out of a big inning,” Barry
said. “We wanted to make them just

KIRSTEN GALLON

Senior Bridger Wilson puts down a bunt in the Bearcats’ first game against Abilene Wylie. Aledo swept Wylie in

two games.

scratch a run here and there and
keep it a game that we would be
more comfortable with. We didn’t
want a slugfest.”

For the first time since 2015,
the Bearcats are just one series

away from making another appear-
ance in Round Rock for the State
Tournament. It all comes down to
the next series with the Amarillo

Sandies.

The best of three will be played
at Christenson Stadium in Midland.
Game one was scheduled for 7 p.m.
Thursday. Game 2 will be at 2 p.m.
Friday, and, if needed, game three
will be Saturday at noon.

Business Cards

Vanity Tops Tubs
Whirlpool Tubs Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE

2927 Greenlee Park Trail
Weatherford, Texas 76088

Natural Granite * Solid Surface ¢ Silestone
817-341-8970

DRAKE
ELECTRICAL
SERVICES L.L.C.

817-441-8633

* « NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS -

.. Fidelity National Title®

Escrow OFFICER
Office: 817.441.5423
817.585.4815

khanlon @fidelity8thavenue.com |
1604 8th Ave  Fort Worth, TX 76104

Fax:

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR « LICENSED & INSURED
TECL #19987
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Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t !

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

(817) 249-2028 Ken Hartman, Proprietor

FORGADRT

Custom Pools

709 N FM 1187, Suite 800, Aledo
817-732-7665 - 817-441-8100
www.fortworthcustompools.org
fortworthcustompools@msn.com

In Business Since 1996

TANDY
METAL BUILDINGS &
FENCING

Weld up * Bolt up ® Horse Barns * Welding
Custom Pipe Fencing ® Fencing ® Metal Homes

Mike Tandy Mobile: 817.925.5843
Owner www.tandymetalbuildings.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

KIMBERLY MEYER, ABR, CRS, GRI
REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer @cbhdfw.com

4500 Hartwood Dr, Fort Worth, TX 76109-1840
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer

)
TOD

Operated by a subsidary
= @

Global Luxury Specialist

— of NRT, LLC

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

Same Name & Number Since 1973

817-249' 33 38 Same Crews Since 1992 ﬂ..-—_‘v:

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Hamis Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive
Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity!
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers
have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing * 817-249-3338 » www.billyharris-roofing.com

/’\
BILLY HARRIS ROOFING

BRELICO
ROOFING

“You Jingle...We Shingle™”
Holly Green, Owner 817.441.6973

10943 S FM 1187 Road service@brettcoroofing.com
Fort Worth, Texas 76126

for your stuff!

24-Hour Access - Immediate Move-in - Boat & RV parking - $45
Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100

Aledo, TX 76008

Bus. 817-441-4108 * Fax 800-656-0301
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

I€113) GAYDOS DUFFER, P.C.

Divorce, Custody, Collaborative Law,
Adoption, Mediation, Assisted Reproduction,
Wills, White Collar Crime, Government Investigations

401 Pitchfork Trail, Suite 705, Willow Park, Texas 76087
Telephone: 817.548.5643 Fax: 817.719.9408
Gaydosduffer.com

Lauren Gaydos Duffer | Larry Gaydos | Brooke M. Wilson | Courtney Harbaugh Walker

€ ae®
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LANCE NORMAN ROOFING

* COMPOSITION SHINGLES
* WOOD SHINGLES

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL * NEW ROOFS * REROOFS

Insurance Claims Handled * REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 - mobile (817) 996-2726

*Livestock Feed
*Pet Food
*Bagged Fertilizer
*Salt Products
*Deer Feeders

(ALEDO FEED)

& SUPPLY

Monday - Friday
8:00am to 5:30pm
Saturday
8:00am to 12:30pm

215 Mesquite St. * Aledo, Texas 76008+ 817-378-4423

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

ROSS GUTTERS

In Business Since 1995
5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters * Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial « New & Repair
FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

HEARING
CARE CENTER

4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702

Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre

Phone: 817.263.1971

PPELL

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
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McCoy
named new
head coach at

Aledo High
School

By Mercedes Mayer
Aledo High School

Aledo ISD
has named
Joe McCoy as
the new head
tennis coach
at Aledo High
School.

McCoy is
in his second
stint in the
Aledo ISD,
having first
served in the district from 1993
to 1997 as a math teacher and
football, boys basketball, and
tennis coach. He was the Aledo
High School head tennis coach
during the 1996-1997 school year,
and, after that, McCoy was the
head tennis coach at Troup and
White Oak high schools. McCoy
returned to Aledo ISD in 2009
and most recently has been a
special education teacher, an
assistant girls basketball coach,
and the assistant tennis coach.

“Coach McCoy has been a tre-
mendous asset to our Bearcats
and Ladycats coaching staff no
matter where he’s coached,” Aledo
ISD Athletics Director Steve
Wood said. “I am excited to see
our tennis players and program
continue to grow under Coach
McCoy.”

McCoy has a bachelor of sci-
ence from Texas A&M University.
McCoy, who will also continue
teaching special education, just
completed his 16th year with the
Aledo ISD and 28th year overall
in education.

McCoy

Throwing for Distance

Lauren St. Peters
shatters records her
freshman year

By Nolan Ruth

The Community News

It’s often said that the biggest
thing Aledo is known for is the
athletes that come out of the high
school. The athletic program here
is full of stories, records, and bright
futures. This past track and field
season had all three wrapped up in
one student athlete.

Lauren St. Peters, who just com-
pleted her freshman year at AHS,
broke onto the scene and dominated
the local coffee shop talk for weeks.
If she were asked three years ago,
she would say it was either because
of basketball or volleyball. Since
that time she has become a shot put
and discus sensation.

In a meet early in the season, St.
Peters shattered the school record
for shot put, throwing 38-10.5, beat-
ing the old record by almost two
feet. She repeated that success in
discus with a 132-03. However she
came just shy of qualifying for the
state meet this year, though she
never imagined she would end up in
this position.

Five years ago, Lauren’s father
Terry passed away in a car acci-
dent. Terry was well known in the
community as being the first presi-
dent of the Aledo Lion’s Club Youth
volleyball and a board member for
youth basketball.

Her father had coached her all
her life. Her mother Jennifer Jarvis
remembered the impact Terry had
on Lauren.

“They both loved it,” Jennifer
said, holding back tears. “He is a big
part of what drives her and got her
to this point and gets her further.”
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Lauren St. Peters has already made the record books at Aledo High School
after her freshman year on the track team. She will continue to compete

around the country this summer.

When she got to seventh grade,
everything changed. When volley-
ball and basketball seasons were
over, it was time for track and field
to start.

“It was just something I heard
about doing in middle school,
Lauren remembered how she start-
ed. “A lot of the girls I knew were
trying out so I was just like ‘why
not?’ I had never heard of it before,
I remember going in not knowing
what I was doing.”

Her first throw in discus was 33
feet and it was then she realized how
naturally it came to her. She started
working with coach Jayson Hayes
of The Throwing Factory and devel-
oped her skills more.

On top of throwing for the
school, Lauren has also appeared in
the AAU Junior Olympics in Nevada
after winning a regional champion-
ship at the University of Houston.
She finished second place in the dis-
cus meet and third place in shot put.

“She’s been working all summer,”
Jennifer said. “All year really, she
kind of does the track and field
on the side of basketball and vol-
leyball. She just has this internal
drive that she’s just very motivated
individually.”

Despite how young she is com-
pared to her competition, and a
minor foot fracture, Lauren was able
to surpass her goal of throwing 130.

“When I threw the 132, I was so
excited,” Lauren recalled. “When I
came in, I realistically expected a
125. So getting over 130, I was really
proud of myself”

Though she fell short of the state
meet, Lauren has a bright future in
the sport and hopes to compete in
college. She will continue to throw
on a competitive level outside of
school during the off season while
still playing volleyball and basket-
ball at Aledo.

City of Willow Park Zoning Ordinance.

2.Sec.14.04.001 Definitions

and auditoriums.

a. USE REGULATIONS

Planning and Zoning:

Time: 6:00 PM
City Council:

Time: 7:00 PM
Location:

Posted: June 1, 2021

City of Willow Park Notice of Public Hearing

The City of Willow Park City Council and Planning and Zoning
Commission will hold a public hearing on the matters listed below.

PUBLIC HEARING to receive input regarding text amendments to the

1. Public Storage and Climate — Controlled Public Storage remove
as a permitted use in all zoning districts.

Commercial Amusement — Indoor:
An operation which is totally within an enclosed building,
including bowling alleys, video arcades, dance hall or theater

Commercial Amusement — Qutdoor:
An operation including miniature golf courses, skateboard parks,
water parks and associated facilities.

3. Sec.14.06.14 — COMMERCIAL DISTRICT

Commercial Amusement — Indoor
Commercial Amusement — Outdoor

Sec.14.06.015 — LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT
a. USE REGULATIONS Commercial Amusement — Indoor
Commercial Amusement - Outdoor

Tuesday, June 15, 2021
Tuesday, July 13, 2021
City Hall, 516 Ranch House Rd

Willow Park, TX 76087

Any member of the public has the right to appear at the Public
Hearing. Please contact the Development Department at 8§17-441-
7108 or bchew@willowpark.org with any questions.

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., F.C. and Michael Ball, D.D.S., FL.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101

Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087
Ofc:817-441-2425 « Fax: 817-441-2491

www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

Looking for
the Top Dog?

It’s a local call!

COMMUNITY
NEWS

Residential & Commercial

* Compost & Muiches

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 *SAT 8-2

* Rock & Sand Products
e,

“Are you growing with us?”

* Topsoils & Custom Soil Blends

|

817-441-7777

WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

Serving North Texas

since 1986
Pick up or Delivery Available

Jim Martin
REALTOR®

Owner — MartinLandSales.com

5600 E. I-20 Service Rd S
Willow Park, TX 76008

Ofc: 817.441.2102
Fax: 817.441.2511
Cell: 817.538.6846
Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com

Our family

your family
since 1908.

White’s

Funeral Home

130 Houston Ave. ®* Weatherford

www.whitesfuneral.com

serving

817-596-4811

I\~
Hin,
Y

1L

.III‘_.

1Y
n
"""-..

NE

TWORK

TexSCAN Week of
May 30-June 5, 2021

ACREAGE

Hunting/investment/recreational property. We
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage.
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down.
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms,
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

ANTIQUES

Indian Artifact Show & Old Coins, Abilene
Convention Center, 1100 N. 6th St., Abilene, TX
79601. Showtime: 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat., July 10th. Call
979-218-3351.

GENERATORS

GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup
power during utility power outages, so your home and

family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free

7-year extended warranty (3695 value!). Request a free
quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions.
1-855-704-8579.

EMPLOYMENT

Sun.-Thurs. night 8-10:30 p.m. $20-25+ /HR to start.
Call/text 512-815-8497 to apply. Gghiring.info

INTERNET

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo
agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month. Get More For
Your High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle
and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today
1-855-439-5457.

MAINTENANCE

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

TRUCK DRIVERS

Be Your Own Boss, Choose Your Own Routes!
Looking for CDL drivers to deliver new trucks all
sver the country, starting in Laredo, TX. Experience
sreferred. Must have DOT physical and be willing
0 keep logs. No DUIs in the last 10 years, clean
MVR. Quality Drive-Away. Apply online at
www.qualitydriveaway.com or call 574-642-2023.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the
sompact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST,
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
344-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
[nsurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
Jures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount
slan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
[nformation Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

REAL ESTATE

How much is your home worth? It may be worth more
‘han you think. Free Valuation of your home 281-513-
2476. www.brittimesrealty.com/home-value.

WANTED

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient.
Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit
RefrigerantFinders.com.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 221 Participating Texas Newspapers

Regional Ads Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt,
contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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Ladycat girls with their region-
al championship trophy

Kaylee Lucas (12) runs with
the Aledo in front of Aledo
fans after the Ladycats defeat-
ed Northwest to advance to
the state championship game.
Also shown in pitcher Kayleigh \
Smith. o

Presley Hull beats the throw to arrive safe at first base.

PHOTOS BY JACKIE HAYSLIP

Good Luck at State!

Senior Audrey Pearce rounds third base in the game against Northwest.
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FIND NEW
moritzchevrolet.com 817.696.2000

9101 Camp Bowie West Fort Worth, TX 76116
Sales Hours: Maon-Fri 8:30AM-8:00PM Sat 8:30AM-7:00PM

ROADS

CHARITABLE
REALTY

Where Commissions becorme Donations
New office located in Aledo!
Lori Fowler, Ph.D. ==y ¥ L
BROKER, OWNER [

405 S.FM 1187
Suite 400
817.825.8293
Charitablerealty.org

Don’t forget your four-legged
family member when you travel!

vl B 5| * Boarding

| + Grooming

Heated &
Cooled

Indoor &
Outdoor Runs

e 24-Hour
Attendant

Newly-Upgraded boarding facilities
Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071

Life insurance
from a real-life
person.

Get life insurance that comes
with someone local (me).

I’'m here to help you protect
your family’s financial future.
LET'S TALK TODAY.

Bobby J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX 76008

Bus: 817-441-9966
bobby@bobbyrigues.com

o StateFarm’

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)
1708148 Bloomington, IL




