
Invading Lubbock
Aledo Tennis, Golf, Track teams head to the 
south plains for regional competitions.
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Mask mandate ends
Aledo ISD ends mask mandate.
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Quick Notes
Road Closure and 
Construction Update

The Texas Department of 
Transportation has announced two 
area road or lane closures in the 
coming week:

FM 5 will be closed from Annetta 
Center Point Road to Airport Road 
Saturday through Wednesday, April 
24 – 28 for culvert replacement 
by Aledo ISD. Drivers should fol-
low the signed detour from FM 5 
to Annetta Center Point Road to 
Duncan Road to Airport Road.

The two right-hand lanes of 
westbound I-20  will be closed  at 
Mikus Road for shoulder work from 
7 p.m. Saturday, April 24. to 7 a.m. 
Sunday, April 25.

ALEDO

Mayor announces 1187 land deal
Potential agreement 
would expand gateway
By Randy Keck
The Community News

Aledo Mayor Kit Marshall 
announced at the April 22 city 
council meeting that a potential 
agreement is in negotiation that 
would bring property on the east 
side of 1187 into the city’s ETJ 
(extra-territorial jurisdiction).

The transaction would not 
immediately put the land in Aledo’s 
city limits, but it would make it 

available for Aledo to annex in the 
future.

Any agreement would be sub-
ject to approval by the Fort Worth 
City Council.

Marshall told The Community 
News that the owners of the Dean 
Ranch had given her a heads up 
last year that they were putting the 
ranch on the market.

“They wanted me to know first 
that they were selling the Dean 
Ranch,” she said.

Marshall said she asked the 
ranch, in its discussions with 

developers, to consider suggesting 
they work with Fort Worth to bring 
FM 1187 frontage back into Aledo’s 
ETJ.

At least three parcels of the 
ranch are now under contract, 
including about 323 acres on the 
west side of FM 1187 north of 
Bankhead, about 187 acres on the 
northwest corner of FM 1187 and 
I-20, and about 1,500 acres on the 
east side of FM 1187. All of those 
tracts are in Fort Worth’s ETJ.

The portion that could be 
transferred to Aledo is a part of 

the 1,500 acres that stretches from 
Sonic on the southwest corner to 
near the I-20/I-30 split on the 
northeast. Aledo’s part would run 
northward from Sonic, along FM 
1187 up to about Bankhead.

“There’s a lot of layers that go 
into this because it’s not just a 
one-and-done deal,” Marshall said. 
“Since I became mayor, I have 
met with every Fort Worth mayor 
since Mike Moncrief to discuss our 
gateway.”

Turn to 1187, page 3

ALEDO ISD

Community 
members 
speak out 
against 
racism
Call for action  
from the district
By Makenzie Plusnick
The Community News

More than 20 people 
spoke out about racism and 
called upon the Aledo ISD 
Board of Trustees to act at its 
April 19 board meeting. 

One of the people who 
spoke was Christopher 
Johnson, a student at the 
Daniel Ninth Grade Campus, 
who says he was target-
ed by other students when 
they sent each other mes-
sages about how much they 
would pay for black students 
in a pretend slave auction. 
Johnson, who’s comment 
was followed by a round of 
applause from those who 
attended the meeting, cri-
tiqued the district’s response 
to the incident.

“The superintendent or 
board has not even admitted 
or apologized to us or Aledo 
that they handled it wrong at 
first, so how can we trust y’all 
will do what’s right in the 
future?” Johnson said. “My 
parents talk to me about a 
lot of things; racism, voting, 
and elections are a few, so 
I know the importance of 
voting people into areas to 
make changes. That is why 
my parents voted for y’all to 
have this job. They feel like 
you are the people to do right 
by the children.”

Johnson’s mother, Mioshi 
Johnson, spoke at the board’s 

Turn to RACISM, page 3

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Calvin Eells, 3, explored musical bars during the opening of the new Cross 
Timbers Park in Willow Park at its community grand opening on Tuesday, 
April 20. See more on page 2.

WILLOW PARK

Ben Hogan 
Learning Center 
for First Tee opens
Ceremony set May 1
Staff Reports
The Community News

First Tee – Fort Worth 
announced on April 12 the open-
ing of its second Ben Hogan 
Learning Center at Squaw Creek 
Golf Course in Willow Park. 
Opening ceremonies for the facil-
ity are scheduled for 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday, May 1.

Scheduled to speak at the cer-
emony are Willow Park Mayor 
Doyle Moss, David Rapisand, 
president of Squaw Creek/CERA, 
Ben Hogan Foundation President 
Lisa Scott, Jennifer Weiler, senior 
vice president of First Tee, First 
Tee participant Erica Fisher, and  
Kevin Long , executive director of 
First Tee – Fort Worth.

Teenage participants of First 
Tee – Fort Worth will introduce 
each of the speakers. Family fun 
and celebration golf activities will 
follow the ceremony from 12:30 
– 2:30 p.m.

The facility was made possi-
ble with funding from the Ben 
Hogan Foundation, Rainwater 
Foundation, and other indi-
viduals and organizations, and 
through a partnership with 
Squaw Creek/CERA and First 
Tee – Fort Worth.

In 2016, First Tee – Fort Worth 
began programming at Squaw 
Creek with 300 participants. 
Within a year participation had 
grown to more than 1,000 par-
ticipants and is now at capacity. 
The U.S. Census Bureau reports 

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The most distinctive feature of the learning center’s exterior is the 
Ben Hogan Swing Panels on the east end of the building. The images 
are from the original 1957 photos and drawings of Hogan’s swing by 
golf artist Anthony Ravielli.

ANNETTA

Council approves 
solid waste contract
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The Annetta City Council 
approved a five-year extension to 
its solid waste contract at its regular 
meeting on April 15.

Hudson Oaks City Administrator 
Sterling Naron addressed the council, 
explaining to the public that Annetta 

is one of five cities that have joined 
forces to negotiate for solid waste 
disposal: Annetta, Annetta North, 
Annetta South, Hudson Oaks, and 
Willow Park.

“What that does is it allows us to 
basically pool our economies of scale 
so that we can negotiate a better price 

Turn to ANNETTA, page 4Turn to HOGAN, page 2

Community
Opinions on the community’s 
racial issues.

OPINIONS
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He is seeing patients at our Weatherford and Mineral Wells locations

Medical Oncologist and HematologistMedical Oncologist and Hematologist
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that 25% of Parker County res-
idents are under 18, so this 
facility is expected to help First 
Tee reach more young people 
in the western-most part of its 
four-county service area.

A capital campaign remains 
under way to pay off the facility.

The building, designed 
by Stephen Darrow of DMS 
Architects, includes staff offic-
es, three classrooms that can 
be opened into one or two 
larger spaces, garage storage 
and storyboards honoring Ben 
Hogan; Mike Wright, longtime 
Director of Golf at Shady Oaks 
and mentee of Hogan; Lynn 
Vaughan, 40-year Director of 
Golf at Squaw Creek GC; and 
Kevin Long, the only Executive 
Director of First Tee – Fort 
Worth since its founding in 
2004. The donor wall in the 
lobby, recognizing those who 
contributed to the capital cam-
paign, is placed on flooring 
from the childhood home of 
Ben Hogan.

The most distinctive fea-
ture of the building’s exterior 
is the Ben Hogan Swing Panels 
on the east end of the build-
ing. The images are from 
the original 1957 photos and 
drawings of Hogan’s swing by 
golf artist Anthony Ravielli. 
The technique used to cre-
ate the swing panel patterns 

is a high-pressure water jet 
device that cuts through the 
steel plates. The light at dif-
ferent hours of the day creates 
remarkable shadows and views.

First Tee – Fort Worth will 
utilize the facility to provide 
children and teens living in 
this area access to its nation-
ally-recognized Life Skills 
Curriculum that enables them 
to build the strength of char-
acter that empowers them 
through a lifetime of new 
challenges. By seamlessly inte-
grating the game of golf with 
a Life Skills curriculum, First 
Tee creates active learning 
experiences that build inner 
strength, self-confidence, and 
resilience that kids can carry to 
everything they do.

Interpersonal, self-man-
agement, goal-setting, and 
resiliency skills provide youth 
the tools to manage better their 
situations at school, home, and 
in various other out-of-school 
activities.

First Tee – Fort Worth is a youth 
development organization com-
mitted to teaching character edu-
cation through the game of golf 
to young people ages 5-18. One 
of the top chapters in the First 
Tee Network, First Tee – Fort 
Worth is headquartered at the 
Ben Hogan Learning Center at 
Rockwood Golf Course with six 
programming sites in Tarrant 
and Parker counties.

HOGAN
from page one Let the Games Begin!

Cross Timbers Park
The long-awaited play-

ground at Cross Timbers 
Park has opened, and 
the City of Willow Park 
held a grand opening to 
the community, complete 
with treats, on Tuesday, 
April 20.

The original play-
ground was torn down 
to make way for the new 
public safety building. 
Once opened, the old 
public safety building was 
demolished and the new 
playground is now com-
plete on that site.

PHOTOS BY RANDY KECK/
THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Shanon Bursey edjoyed a grassy area with her 
children, Dani, Stevi, Andi, and Charli.

Maverick Johnson, 2-1/2, got a ride on the mer-
ry-go-round.

Gage Andress scam-
pered out of one of 
the covered slides.

Ariel Hsu, 3, took a ride on the new 
swings.

Henry Taylor, 5, got a push on the swings from his 
mom.
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Most recently Marshall has 
met with Fort Worth Mayor Betsy 
Price. Marshall and Aledo City 
Administrator Bill Funderburk have 
also met with Fort Worth staff.

“It goes back to a relationship 
that I have with one of the assistant 
city managers, whom I have known 
and worked with for years, and was 
instrumental in helping us bring 
ULI (Urban League Institute) out 
to Aledo in 2008 when we were 

putting our strategic plan together,” 
she said.

Marshall added that the devel-
oper has also had several meetings 
with Fort Worth.

“There’s a lot of things that have 
to happen for everything to work,” 
she said. “And even though we’re 
still working out a lot of details, 
and we’ve got a few studies to run 
to ensure that this is workable for 
the city of Aledo, it has come to the 
point where we’re now able to say 
it appears that we will, in fact, have 
about 248 acres coming into our 

ETJ that will give us control over 
our front door.”

Aside from the cooperation 
developed with the City of Fort 
Worth, one of the factors that made 
this development possible was the 
annexation legislation passed in the 
2017 Texas Legislature making it 
more difficult for cities to annex 
property.

Assuming Aledo ends up with 
the ETJ, Marshall said she pictures a 
process akin that the one the city has 
utilized with James Harris Partners 
and the Parks of Aledo, where 
through developers agreements the 

city will annex as development gets 
defined and implemented.

“When you have a devel-
oper’s agreement, then that’s 
[annexation] not an issue because 
you’re automatically going to — 
they will automatically annex into 
your city as the city is providing 
infrastructure.”

The announcement also vali-
dates the decision at the time FM 
1187 was expanded to extend medi-
an landscaping north of the city 
limits.

“We paid additional dollars so 
that they could do something a little 

bit different and carry the landscap-
ing further north because it is the 
entryway to Aledo,” Marshall said. 
“All of this takes very careful plan-
ning, strategizing, working with the 
city of Fort Worth, working with the 
developer, to ensure that it’s what 
we would like for it to be for our 
future.

We’re looking at infrastructure, 
what that looks like on both sides 
because this has to be a win-win for 
everybody. And Fort Worth still has 
a huge piece of this because they 
haven’t actually carved it out. It’s 
not in our ETJ yet.”

1187
from page one

special called meeting April 15 with 
Tamara Lawrence, who said her son 
was also targeted in the messages. 
Mioshi Johnson sent Lawrence a 
screenshot of the messages March 
25, Lawrence said.  

“It took my mind a moment to 
comprehend what I was seeing,” she 
said. “It was a post from a Snapchat 
titled ‘N***** Auction.’”

The parents reported that racial 
slurs were being used around their 
students and that Christopher 
Johnson had received threaten-
ing messages to the district, they 
said. While at a meeting with the 
Aledo ISD Chief of Police, Lawrence 
said that he asked if “that n***** 
was spelled with an ‘er’ or was that 
n***** with an ‘a.’” This was the 
second time Mioshi Johnson had 
been asked that question by the dis-
trict while reporting the threatening 
messages, Lawrence said. 

The school sent out an email 
about the ‘slave-trade auction’ inci-
dent, but it does not directly address 
the issue, Johnson said. 

“…But the email, wrapped in a 
nice, Aledo tiny bow said cyberbul-
lying and harassment,” she said. 

Local NAACP chapter president 
Eddie Burnett addressed the school 
board at its special called meeting 
April 15. Disciplinary action against 
the students who sent the message was 
“a little bit like closing the barn door 
after the horse has gotten out,” he said. 

“This has already happened. You 
have already taken whatever dis-
ciplinary actions you are going to 
take,” Burnett said. “So, the question 
becomes, what do we do going for-
ward? How do we fix the problem?”

Others spoke about their experi-
ences with racism within the city and 
the district at the April 19 meeting. 
Real Estate Agent Rosanne Hauck 
said that out of the areas she serves, 
she has witnessed the most racism 
in Aledo. Though some clients try to 
hide their intentions when moving 
to Aledo, others are more upfront, 
she said.

“Then there are those who don’t 
work to conceal their intent at all,” 
Hauck said. “We want to be in an 
area where there aren’t too many 
black people,’ they say, or ‘this neigh-
borhood is too dark for us,’ and they 

are not talking about the lack of 
street lighting.” 

Courtney Huggins, a mother of 
Black AISD students, told the board 
a list of requests that she hopes 
would lead to a more inclusive 
future in Aledo. The list included 
firm disciplinary actions for stu-
dents guilty of racists words and 
actions, cultural programming in 
schools, racial-themed workshops 
for parents, diversity training for 
staff, a more diverse workforce in 
the district, a cultural diversity com-
mittee to give recommendations 
to the board, a commitment from 
Superintendent Susan Bohn and the 
trustees to create a more diverse and 
inclusive community. 

“We are out of time as a district 
and a community as made evident 
by the recent slave-trade scandal,” 
she said. “I have faith in this board… 
this district cannot drive out racism 
alone, so for the people standing in 
this room tonight… I have faith in 
all of us to get this right as we are 
responsible for raising and releasing 
good humans into a colorful and 
diverse world.”

Resident and parent Joseph 
Settles emphasized that the actions 

by the students who sent the mes-
sages were learned behaviors and 
they, along with their parents, 
should be held accountable for their 
actions.   

“I get offended when I don’t 
know what happened to these stu-
dents, who are supposed to be kids. 
We protect them for doing dumb 
stuff, but this isn’t dumb stuff,” 
Settles said. “This is a man’s crime.”

Superintendent Bohn defended 
the district’s response to the inci-
dent at the board’s April 15 meeting, 
saying it was called harassment and 
bullying because of the definitions 
in the district’s policies.

“We also said that we don’t tol-
erate racially-charged language, and 
that was stated in that letter [sent 
to families from the ninth-grade 
campus],” Bohn said. “And so the 
assertion that we were hiding this is 
not accurate.”

Bohn said the consequences to 
the students who were involved 
with sending the messages were 
“swift and severe and are ongoing.” 
Additionally, the district began con-
versations with the parents of the 
victims and will continue to address 
the impact of these actions on the 

community, she added. 
“I just want to make clear that 

this incident was absolutely in 
violation of our policies and abso-
lutely unacceptable and we took 
swift action in response to it,” she 
said. 

The district will continue to 
speak with students and staff about 
race, Bohn continued.

“It is a community-wide effort. It 
is also an effort by the Aledo ISD. It 
is not something that happens in a 
day, it has to be worked on together 
so that the expectations of our com-
munity are born out in it as we guide 
our kids and our staff and each other 
through that work,” she concluded. 

The district’s next steps will be 
an action plan and timeline, accord-
ing to Board President Hoyt Harris 
on April 19. 

RACISM
from page one

RWC POSTPONED
The Aledo Children’s AdvoCats 
have announced that the 
annual Run, Walk, or Crawl, 
original scheduled or April 24, 
has been postponed. A new 
date has not been set.
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New Braunfels Area Car Club

SWAP MEET 
& Sunday Car Show

April 30 - May 2, 2021
Comal County Fairgrounds

801 E. Common Street • New Braunfels
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Face Masks Required!

DID YOU SUFFER DAMAGE 
BECAUSE OF TEXAS POWER OUTAGE? 

Those who have suffered an injury, lost a loved one, 
sustained home or business damage or property loss 

may be entitled to significant compensation.

Pulaski Kherkher, PLLC, Principal Office: 
2925 Richmond Ave #1725, Houston, TX 77098

Call us toll-free at: 800-444-9112

to get the price down for our end cus-
tomer — our residents,” Naron said.

There are two separate contracts 
the cities use to have solid waste 
removed: a contract for collection 
with Republic, the company that goes 
to houses to collect the garbage, and 
the contract the council discussed 
with Waste Management.

“This is really where your solid 
waste, your trash, ends up at the end 
of the day,” Naron said.

The original contract was imple-
mented in 2016.

The new extension incorpo-
rates a slight rise in fees due to 
increased costs on the part of Waste 
Management.

 ““That’s an increase of $1.95 a 
ton,” Naron said. “Now keep in mind 
that is not an increase to the end 
user of $1.90. That’s a ton. So that’s 
a truckload that actually goes to the 
landfill. At the end of the day, it’s a 
very minimal increase over what is 
currently in place.”

“I think it’s worth noting that 
when this was originally done the 
first time, the five cities actually won 
an award because we had not had 
an experience where cities worked 
together like that collaboratively and 
bargained for a benefit to the citizens 
and all the community,” Mayor Bruce 
Pinckard said.

The council also approved a proc-
lamation designating May, 2021 as 
Water Safety Month.

“As we warm up, the pools get 
active again —kids get out swim-
ming, and unfortunately we read in 
the newspaper or we hear from Cook 
Children’s that drowning deaths 
can occur. It only takes a minute,” 
Pinckard said.

In other action, the council:

•	 voted to authorize Mayor Bruce 
Pinckard to make an offer to the 
council’s preferred candidate for 
the public works and planning 
director; and

•	 selected Oct. 16 as the date for 
the next Crime Control and 
Prevention Block Party and Talk 
of the Town Business Fair.

ANNETTA
from page one

ALEDO ISD

Masks no  
longer required

Accommodations made 
for teachers
By Makenzie Plusnick
The Community News

Aledo ISD students are no 
longer required to wear face cov-
erings while at school. 

The Board of Trustees amend-
ed the district’s face covering 
policy at a special called meeting 
April 15. Students will now be 
encouraged, but not required, to 
wear masks during school and at 
school events. 

The trustees decided to wait 
until teachers had vaccines avail-
able to them to make any changes, 
according to Board President 
Hoyt Harris. As of the meeting, 
229 staff members had com-
pleted their vaccination series 
through the district. Additionally, 
AISD looked at other districts 
who have an optional mask pol-
icy and waited until after spring 
break to make the decision. 

The district has options to 
keep teachers comfortable in 
their classrooms, Superintendent 

Susan Bohn said. Plexiglass 
shields, a designated space that 
only the teacher is allowed in, 
and N95 masks will be offered to 
teachers, she added. 

The board debated making 
specific mask requirements for 
classes such as choir, music, 
and band, but ultimately decid-
ing that would complicate the 
policy. Trustee Jennifer Taylor 
expressed her concerns for staff 
when changing the policy.

“My opinion is to keep [the 
policy] simple, but also my opin-
ion is we are going to put some 
staff members in some really 
tough situations, no matter how 
we word it,” she said. 

Though the mask requirement 
has been lifted, other guidelines 
are still in place. 

“Social distancing still applies, 
the quarantine still applies,” 
Trustee Forrest Collins said. “The 
only thing we are addressing is 
the face covering on students.”

Six trustees voted for the 
amendment, with Taylor oppos-
ing the motion.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Parker County Judge Pat Deen presented a Certificate of Recognition to 
Annetta Mayor Bruce Pinckard, who conducted his last meeting as mayor on 
April 15.
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SUBSCRIBE
Mail subscriptions are $29 per year 
in Parker and Tarrant Counties; $37 
per year elsewhere. Subscribe at 	
www.community-news.com/subscribe. 
Receive our e-version, print version, 
or both all for the same price.

SUBMIT STORIES,  
PHOTOS OR IDEAS

We’re always on the lookout for story 
ideas. To share one, call Randy Keck 
at 817-441-7661, ext. 207 or email 
news@community-news.com. Please 
provide the basic story information 
as well as contact information in case 
we have questions.

We welcome letters, articles and 
guest opinions from our readers. 
Opinions expressed in this newspaper 
will be labeled as opinions, editorials 
or letters, and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the ownership. 
Letters should be signed, and limit-
ed to approximately 300 words. All 
submissions to the newspaper should 

include a telephone number in case 
we have questions. Letters are due 
by Monday at noon for that week’s 
paper. Community announcements, 
achievements and obituaries are 
due by noon Friday for the following 
week’s paper. Send submissions to 
news@community-news.com.

Photos submitted should include 
names of the people in the photo-
graph. For ease in submitting photo-
graphs electronically, visit our con-
tact form at community-news.com/
contacts.

The Community News does not charge 
for timely wedding, engagement and birth 
announcements provided they are of rea-
sonable length. Lengthy announcements 
will either be edited to a reasonable length 
or, at the discretion of the person submit-
ting the announcement, be charged a fee. 
The deadline for submitting announce-
ments is noon Friday for the following 
week’s paper.

Early voting began Monday for May 
1 elections in county, city and school 
district elections.

Secretary of State Ruth R. Hughs 
encourages all eligible voters to take 
advantage of the early voting period, 
which runs through Tuesday, April 27. 
Texas voters can contact their respective 
county elections office to view a sample 
ballot, locate their appropriate polling 
place, and plan their trip to the polls. 
Additional information is available at 
VoteTexas.gov.

New PUC commissioner confirmed 
Will McAdams, nominated by Gov. 

Greg Abbott to a slot on the Public 
Utilities Commission, was unanimous-
ly confirmed by the Texas Senate last 
week.

McAdams formerly served as pres-
ident of the Associated Builders and 
Contractors of Texas and worked for 
legislators for more than a decade in 
various senior staff positions.

Abbott has also nominated Peter 
Lake to be the new chair of the PUC, 
which regulates the state’s power grid 
operations.   Lake now serves as chair 
of the Texas Water Development Board. 

All three previous PUC members 
resigned after February’s winter storm 
led to massive power outages across the 
state.

House passes bill to allow handgun 
carry without a license

The Texas House voted 87-58 last 
week to allow handguns to be carried 
without a permit. Under current law, 
a permit is required to carry handguns 
either concealed or openly. If the bill 
becomes law, any Texas resident not 
already prohibited by state or federal 
law from owning a gun could legally 
carry a handgun. 

According to the Texas Tribune, Lt. 
Gov. Dan Patrick, who presides over 
the Texas Senate, previously expressed 
qualms about easing handgun laws. 
Numerous law enforcement officials and 
concealed handgun license instructors 
opposed the measure, citing concerns 
over safety. A number of El Paso-area 
lawmakers opposed the measure, recall-
ing the mass shooting that left 23 dead 
at a Walmart there in August 2019.

State halts distribution of  
J&J vaccines

Use of the single-shot Johnson & 
Johnson COVID-19 vaccines has been 
temporarily halted in Texas following 
a recommendation last week from the 
Centers for Disease Control and the 
Food and Drug Administration.

The Texas Department of State 
Health Services issued the notice fol-
lowing extremely isolated reports of 
blood clots in a half-dozen recipients 

of the J&J vaccine — all in women 
between the ages of 18 and 48, accord-
ing to the CDC.

As of April 12, more than 6.8 mil-
lion doses of the J&J vaccine have been 
administered in the United States. 
There is no word of when the vaccine 
might be used again.

Number of Texans vaccinated  
edging toward 50%; cases steady

Even with the halt in distribution of 
the J&J vaccine, the number of Texans 
who have received at least one dose of 
the Pfizer or Moderna two-shot vaccines 
hit 44.5% as of Sunday, according to 
DSHS.

A total of 6.37 million Texans are 
fully vaccinated — roughly 20% of the 
state’s population. Texas is receiving 
more than 1.9 million doses of COVID-
19 vaccine this week.

The number of new COVID-19 
cases in Texas last week dropped slight-
ly from the previous week at 23,521, 
while deaths dropped to 374, a decrease 
of 27%, according to the Coronavirus 
Resource Center at Johns Hopkins 
University.

The number of lab-confirmed 
COVID-19 patients currently in Texas 
hospitals increased slightly to 2,929. 
That number is down nearly 80% from 
the high mark in mid-January, when 
more than 14,000 Texans were hospital-
ized with COVID-19.

Jobless rate unchanged at 6.9%
The state’s unemployment in March 

remained steady at 6.9%, with the state 
adding 99,000 total nonagricultural 
jobs, according to the Texas Workforce 
Commission. 

“Positive job numbers for March 
continue to show Texas is on track for 
continued growth,” TWC Chairman 
Bryan Daniel said. “TWC will continue 
to provide flexible and innovative train-
ing programs to help provide all Texans 
with skills they can use for workforce 
success.”

The 6.9% rate is more than dou-
ble the state’s record low of 3.4% in 
May 2019. Jobless claims have risen 
since the mid-February storm, and the 
state has lost more than 400,000 jobs 
since the pandemic began early last 
year, according to the federal Bureau of 
Labor Statistics.

FEMA extends registration  
for storm damage claims

The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency has extended the registration 
period for individuals whose property 
was damaged in the winter storm until 
May 20 in the 126 qualifying Texas 
counties. The state’s emergency man-
agement agency made the extension 
request.

Individuals can apply online at www.
disasterassistance.gov or by calling 800-
621-3362. The toll-free line is operated 
from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. seven days a week. 

 
Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning 
Texas journalist. He published a number of 
community newspapers in Texas during a 
30-year span, including in Longview, Fort 
Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. 
Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

Capital Highlights

Early voting underway

Gary Borders
gborders@texaspress.com The development that three 

ninth-graders engaged in a vir-
tual “slave auction,” along with 
the vile and disgusting language 
used to describe their classmates, 
became big news in the commu-
nity last week and set social media 
sites ablaze with finger-pointing, 
blame-casting, name-calling, and 
bringing negative attention to 
the community at the Metroplex, 
state, and national level.

The incident horrified me as 
I know it did others, and has 
raised a lot of questions about 
our community.

I have seen residents rise up 
again and again to do what is 
right; to help those in need; to 
extend a loving hand when there 
is a crisis; and to donate their 
time, money, and talents to make 
the community better.

This incident, however, 
shows there is also a profane, 
ugly element that we must talk 
about and address.

A lot of arrows are point-
ed at the school district right 
now; we should probably check 
to make sure, first, that we have 
the  right  to shoot arrows and, 
second, that we are aiming at the 
right target.

The perpetrators of this nasty 
“game” did not learn their racist 
attitudes and language from the 
Aledo ISD curriculum. Those 
attitudes and language came 
from home, friends, or local 
culture.

Since the incident in ques-
tion was carried out by AISD 
students who targeted other 
students, it was incumbent on 
the school district to respond 
regardless of where and how the 
act was perpetrated.

It is valid to question the 
school district’s response, partic-
ularly in its messaging. Perhaps 
because of the constraints of pol-
icy, the district’s description of 
the incident did not come across 
in a positive way to those who 
were targeted. It appears that 
the inclusiveness plan passed a 
few years ago needs to be more 
strongly implemented. 

It is my hope, in the wake 
of this incident, that we can 
become a better community by 
not only embracing our victories, 
but in working to improve our 
moral standing.

Aledo is all about winning. 
Aledo expects high achievement. 
Aledo has a high bar.

But too often an attitude of 
elitism is expressed in the way 
Aledo compares itself to other 
communities. 

Most people grew up being 
taught the importance of being 
a good loser. It is also import-
ant to be a good winner and to 
express at least a bit of humility 
in victory.

I have seen enough people 
who call the community “Elito” 
and see a community of privilege 
and entitlement.

Based on social media 
comments in the wake of this 
incident, there is a lot of work 
to be done to properly respect 
people outside and inside our 
community who are different in 
some way, whether by class, race, 
social status, religion, or other 
factors.

Comment after comment 
flowed through posts, saying, in 
effect, “I wouldn’t recommend 
Aledo to someone who isn’t 
white.”

That should give us pause to 
recognize there is a major prob-
lem in our midst.

This problem manifested 
itself at school — the root is the 
community.

The response needs to come 
from the community at large, 
and I feel compelled to share 
why it is so important that we 
get this right.

For the most part, the people 
in this community identify with 
Christianity. There is a plethora 
of churches and schools. Both 
are important bedrocks of the 
community.

It is incumbent on churches 
to address this issue unequivo-
cally, not only to their members 
but in witness to the community 
at large.

I commend Jack Hunt at The 
Well for his column last week 
and the messaging he is doing in 
his church. Likewise, I commend 
Aledo United Methodist Church 
for holding a prayer vigil on the 
issue, and actions other churches 
are taking. I am certain more are 
also addressing the issue.

To expound on Jack Hunt’s 
column, Jesus was asked what 
was the greatest commandment.

“You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your 
mind. This is the great and first 
commandment. And a second is 
like it: You shall love your neigh-
bor as yourself.  On these two 
commandments depend all the 
Law and the Prophets.”

In other words, we can’t 
profess to love God with-
out loving each other. And we 
can’t do  anything  else until 
we accomplish those two 
things.  Everything  else, accord-
ing to Jesus, depends on those 
two commandments.

There were no stipulations. 
He didn’t say to love your neigh-
bor only if your neighbor is white, 
or a Republican, or a Democrat, 
or, in the same socio-economic 
class, in the same town, or even 
of the same religion.

Our local churches speak 
out on all kinds of issues, 
but  all  those issues depend on 
those two great commandments.

You can’t love your neighbors 
if you demean and disparage 
them, or stand silent when they 
are disparaged.

You can’t love your neighbors 
if you treat them like property, or 
stand silent when others do.

You can’t love your neighbors 
if you think you are superior to 
them.

You can’t love your neighbors 
if you exclude them.

And you can’t love God with-
out loving your neighbors.

“Growing Greatness” is the 
slogan of the school district. It 
may not be intended, but there 
is a connotation of elitism in that 
slogan.

If we’re going to use it, maybe 
we should re-examine what we 
mean by “greatness.”

An article on  medium.
com  says, “True greatness is 
shown through one’s works 
and actions, the way in which 
you impact the lives of others. 
Greatness does not make excus-
es or shy away from failure.”

If “greatness” means we excel 
at athletic competition, or have 
high academic standards, or have 
a community of high-achiev-
ing professionals, then perhaps 
“Growing Greatness” defines 
Aledo.

But we need a broader 
definition.

Who are your heroes? Who 
do you look up to? What makes 
them great?

For my heroes it is an 
underlying moral strength, an 
unwillingness to tolerate injus-
tice, and courage to stand up for 
what is right.

Greatness is not afraid of tak-
ing on long and difficult tasks.

We have a long road ahead of 
us. A lot of people in the commu-
nity are already taking action. 
Going “back to normal” after the 
storm subsides is not an option. 
The wound is laid bare. We have 
to treat it.

Can we, as a community and 
a school district, join togeth-
er with one voice to say that 
words and language designed 
to dehumanize people are not 
acceptable and that judging peo-
ple based on anything other than 
their character will not be toler-
ated in school or at home?

Can we teach that to our kids 
at school, home, and church?

And can we expand our defi-
nition of greatness to include 
putting loving our neighbors and 
treating them with kindness into 
thought and practice? 

Our measure as a community 
depends on the answer.

Randy Keck is the owner and pub-
lisher of The Community News.

Slings&Arrows

#RedefiningGreatness

Randy Keck
rkeck@community-news.com
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TexSCAN Week of 
April 18, 2021

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTION
Government Equipment Auction, Tues., April 27, 
Shelby County. Items selling no reserve! 675+ items 
selling. DM2872 ‘14 Asphalt Zipper AZ600/B260 cold 
planer. Aaron McKee TX Lic. #1640. Bid Now! Purple 
Wave Auction, purplewave.com.

EVENTS
Lamesa – Chicken Fried Steak Festival April 22-25. 
Fireworks, FlippinOut Trampolines show, 5k run, 
parade, team roping, Chicken Fried Steak cookoff, 
live bands block party style street dancing, car show,  
Chicken Fried steak dinner (Tickets: 806-872-2181), 
home run derby, kickball tournament, volleyball 
tournament, pageant, dance performers, young music 
performers, story time, craft vendors, food vendors, 
quarter board/carnival games, pictures with Perkins 
our Mascot. For more info: www.ci.lamesa.tx.us, 
806-872-4322 or 806-309-9448.

New Braunfels Area Car Club Swap Meet & 
Sunday Car Show, April 30-May 2, Comal County 
Fairgrounds, 801 E. Common St., New Braunfels. 
www.newbraunfelsareacarclub.com. Face Masks 
Required!

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power 
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Schedule your FREE in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-855-704-8579. Special financing for 
qualified customers.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
SUFFER DAMAGE because of Texas power outage? 
You may be entitled to significant compensation. 800-
444-9112. Pulaski Kherkher, PLLC, Principal Office: 
2925 Richmond Ave. #1725, Houston, TX 77098.

INTERNET
AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month. Get More For 
Your High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today 
1-855-439-5457.

MAINTENANCE
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-855-901-0467 
for details. www.dental50plus.com/txpress.   6118-0219 

WANTED
Antique Porcelain Signs Wanted – Gas and 
Automobile-related. Also, authentic Indian arrowheads. 
Top dollar paid. Call 979-218-3351.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
CITY OF WILLOW PARK

HUDSON OAKS AND WILLOW PARK WATER FACILITIES AND WHOLESALE METER

Separate sealed bids for the HUDSON OAKS AND WILLOW PARK WATER FACILITIES AND WHOLESALE 
METER project will be received by the CITY OF WILLOW PARK, TEXAS until May 12, 2021 at 3:00 PM at 
City Hall, 516 Ranch House Road, Willow Park, Texas 76087 and then at said location publicly opened and 
read aloud.

The project generally includes the construction of approximately 455 feet of 14-inch to 20-inch water line, 
along El Chico Trail and Ranch Oak Drive, three motor operated valve vaults, two meter stations, pump sta-
tion, 0.75 MG ground storage tank and appurtenances.

The Contract Documents, consisting of Advertisement for Bids, Information for Bidders, Bid Proposal, Bid 
Bond, Contract, Performance and Payment Bonds, General Conditions, Notice of Award, Notice to Proceed, 
Plans, Specifications, Addenda (if any) and Project Contracting and Compliance Provisions may be exam-
ined at the following locations:

 Halff Associates, Inc.
 4000 Fossil Creek Blvd.
 Fort Worth, Texas 76137

Bids will not be received from contractors who have not obtained original plans and specifications from 
Halff Associates, Inc. The cost for Contract Documents is $50.00 per half size set. The cost of Contract 
Documents is not refunded. Submit check, cashier check or money order for payment. Cash will not be 
accepted.

A non-mandatory prebid meeting for the project will be held at the City of Willow Park, 516 Ranch House 
Road, Willow Park, Texas 76087 at 10:00 AM, CST, Tuesday, May 4, 2021.

Direct questions regarding distribution of Contract Documents, and the design of Approach Main to Hudson 
Oaks and Willow Park to Leah Hodge, P.E., Halff Associates, Inc., at (817) 764-7459.

The Owner reserves the right to waive any informalities and to reject any or all bids, and to accept the bid 
they consider most advantageous to the Owner. Bids may be held by the Owner for a period not to exceed 
sixty (60) days from the date of bid opening for the purpose of reviewing the bids and investigating the qual-
ifications of Bidders prior to awarding of the contract. Award of the contract will be made as a whole to one 
Bidder. The contract shall be awarded to the lowest responsive, responsible bidder.

Small and minority firms are encouraged to submit bids for this project.

A certified check or bank draft, payable to the order of CITY OF WILLOW PARK, negotiable U.S. 
Government bonds (at par value) or a satisfactory Bid Bond executed by the Bidder and an acceptable sure-
ty in an amount equal to five percent (5%) of the total bid shall be submitted with each bid.

This contract is contingent upon release of funds from the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB).

This contract is to be funded through a loan obtained from the Texas Water Development Board as part of 
the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF). There are a number of special provisions for this funding 
that bidders, by submitting a bid, acknowledge understanding, including the following: Any contract or con-
tracts awarded under this Invitation for bid (IFB) are expected to be funded in part by financial assistance 
from the TWDB. Neither the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or the State of Texas, nor any of its 
departments, agencies, or employees, are or will be a party to this IFB, or any resulting contract.

Any contract(s) awarded under this Invitation for Bids is/are subject to the American Iron and Steel (AIS) 
requirements of federal law, including federal appropriation acts and Section 1452 (a)(4) of the Safe 
Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. §300j-12(a)(4), as applicable.

This contract is subject to the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Disadvantaged Business Enterprise 
(DBE) Program, which includes EPA-approved fair share goals toward procurement of Minority and Women-
owned Business Enterprise (M/WBE) businesses. EPA rules require that applicants and prime contractors 
make a good faith effort to award a fair share of contracts, subcontracts, and procurements to M/WBEs 
through demonstration of the six affirmative steps. For more details on the DBE Program and the current, 
applicable fair share goals, please visit www.twdb.texas.gov/dbe.

The party to whom the contract is awarded shall be required to furnish performance and payment bonds for 
100% of the contract price, from a surety company holding a permit from the State of Texas to act as surety.

Equal Opportunity in Employment - All qualified Applicants will receive consideration for employment without 
regard to race, color, religion, sex (including pregnancy), sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, 
age (40 or older), disability, or genetic information. Bidders on this work will be required to comply with 
the Department of Labor regulations at 41 CFR Part 60-4, relating to Construction Contractors--Affirmative 
Action Requirements, which include the President’s Executive Order No. 11246, as amended by Executive 
Order No. 11375 and Executive Order No. 13672, in the award and administration of contracts awarded 
under TWDB financial assistance agreements. Failure by the Contractor to carry out these requirements is a 
material breach, which may result in the termination of the awarded financial assistance.

All laborers and mechanics working on the work site and employed by contractors and subcontractors on 
projects funded directly by or assisted in whole or in part by and through the Clean Water State Revolving 
Fund or Drinking Water State Revolving Fund shall be paid wages as described in the section, Mandatory 
Davis-Bacon Act Contract Conditions.

Davis-Bacon prevailing wage requirements apply to the construction, alteration or repair of treatment works 
carried out, in whole or in part, with assistance made available by the Clean Water State Revolving Fund 
(CWSRF) or a construction project financed, in whole or in part, from the Drinking Water State Revolving 
Fund (DWSRF).

Any contracts in excess of $2,000 for construction, alteration or repair (including painting and decorating) 
and funded under the Clean Water State Revolving Fund and Drinking Water State Revolving Fund programs 
shall include the mandatory Davis-Bacon Act Contract Conditions.

Any contracts or subcontracts in excess of $2000 must include the provisions of the Davis-Bacon Wage 
Rate Requirements found in TWDB Guidance No. DB-0156.

For prime contracts in excess of $100,000, Contractors and Subcontractors must also, under the provisions 
of the Contract Work Hours and Safety Standards Act, as amended, pay laborers and mechanics, including 
guards and watchmen, at least one and one-half times their regular rate of pay for all hours worked over 40 
in a workweek. The Fair Labor Standards Act may also apply to Davis-Bacon covered contracts.

      CITY OF WILLOW PARK

Dates: April 16 and 23, 2021    By: (s) Doyle Moss, Mayor

Application has been made with the Texas Alcoholic 

Beverage Commission for a PACKAGE STORE PERMIT 

(WINE ONLY) by Small Byrd LLC dba BYRD MILL, to 

be located at 243 WILLOW BEND DRIVE, SUITE 105, 

WILLOW PARK, PARKER COUNTY, Texas. Officers of said 

corporation are SHANNON BYRD, OWNER.
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ESTATE SALE

3 BEDROOM SETS, fridge, washer/
dryer, tools, accessories, Intex Spa, 
recliners, small kitchen appliances, 
boots, yard equipment. Friday-Sun-
day, April 23-25. Friday-Saturday 
9-4, Sunday 12-4.

Your Views
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Support for Bruce 
Pinckard

During this pandemic, it can 
be hard to find many things for 
which to be grateful, but I have 
found one: Bruce Pinckard is 
running for City Council! As you 
probably know, Bruce has been 
our Mayor of Annetta for the past 
10 years, and while he is stepping 
down from that position, we are 
so fortunate that he is running 
for City Council Place 3 to con-
tinue his support and leadership 
of the entire Annetta community. 

As a resident of Annetta for 
over 20 years, I have seen many 
of the accomplishments that 
we all still enjoy today. Within 
the Annetta Comprehensive 
Plan, which Bruce helped cre-
ate, developers are required to 
build with a 2-acre minimum. In 
addition, he brought the water 
system, which now supports 
over 800 homes, to a “Superior” 
rating, as well as improved our 
bond rating from “B” to “AA”.

With strong ties to our com-
munity, having raised his family 
here over the past 20+ years, he 
is determined to continue mak-
ing a positive impact on our 
community and to bringing our 
community even closer together.

Lastly, Bruce is a fine person 
who I am standing behind and 
hope you will, too.  Therefore, I 
would like to encourage you to 
vote for Bruce Pinckard for City 
Council Place 3.

- Gail Hebert 
Annetta

Response to Racism
I have lived in and loved 

my community of Aledo for 12 
years. I have served you as a 
school nurse and as a teacher 
in the Health Science program. 
I come to you today as moth-
er of 4 Aledo graduates, as an 
inter-racial family, as a citizen, a 
local business owner, a teacher, a 
nurse, a friend, and a follower of 
Jesus. It is impossible for me to 
be one without being all.

We have an enemy who 
seeks to kill, steal, and 
destroy and he has been 
hard at work in our ranks 
this week. I acknowledge 
that this week is not the only 
example of how our broth-
ers and sisters of color have 
been wronged, but it is a 
horrific one. I pray that this 
will serve as the wake-up 
call that is required to take 
seriously the moral and eth-
ical training of our children, 
our students, our athletes.

We simply cannot 
stand by and be passive 
in the shaping of the next 
generation.  They will 
not learn to love unless 
we demonstrate love. 
They are learning from us 
how to treat others, how 
to forgive, how to listen, 
and how to have compas-
sion. They watch how we 
manage (or don’t manage) 
our own words and emo-
tions, in this situation and 
routinely on social media. 
They are masters at know-
ing what we are willing 
to tolerate. They observe 
whether we serve others or 
simply serve ourselves.

There is much blame 
to go around, and we each 
must pick up our part of 
it and ask the LORD to 
make us new, to show us 
any wrong ways of think-
ing, speaking, or acting.	
Cleaning up a mess like 
this requires us all to go to 
the mirror first and exam-
ine our own hearts. The 
surest way to silence our 
enemy is to work togeth-
er to bring about healing 
and change. Let’s use our 
hands to extend friendship 
instead of pointing fingers.

To the black and brown 
community of Aledo I 
want to say you belong 
here, I love you, please 
stay. You make our lives 
richer; and you bring value 
to our community. You are 
welcome in my home or at 
the seat next to me at any 
event. If I don’t know you 
yet, I would love to.	
I am broken and heart 
sick. When I heard of this 
I sat at my desk at school 
and cried and cried. I am 
so very sorry, forgive us.

- Wendy Peterson

Supporting Bruce 
Pinckard

Early voting has begun 
for the Annetta City Council. 
We have an opportunity to 
select a candidate with a 
proven track record of com-
mitment to progress and 
protection to work with our 
new mayor (who is running 
unopposed) to keep our town 
on the right path.   Bruce 
Pinckard is that choice. He 
has spent the past 16 years 
serving the town, as a mem-
ber of the Council and as 
Mayor. We should keep his 
knowledge and expertise on 
the Council during this tran-
sition period. 

Bruce led Annetta 
during a period of tremen-
dous growth, through the 
acquisition of our water 
system, the voluntary 
annexation of hundreds of 
homes, and the develop-
ment of our beautiful, debt 
free City Hall – all with no 
property taxes! And in the 
severe cold spell in February, 
Annetta water customers 
never lost water – thanks 
to a first-rate water system 
and excellent planning. 

Bruce Pinckard has 
served our town well for 
many years.  He’s willing to 
serve a little longer to help 
maintain the positive path 
that has been forged. Let’s 
say “thank you” to Bruce 
for his service as Mayor and 
“yes, please” to his offer to 
continue serving on the 
Council to keep Annetta 
the wonderful town we all 
know and love. Vote for 
Bruce Pinckard, Place 3.

- Kathryn B. Thompson 
Annetta

The recent scandal 
involving some Aledo ISD 
ninth-graders who posted 
a “slave auction” on social 
media has made this part of 
East Parker County look bad. 
Local newspapers, national 
newspapers including the 
Washington Post and New 
York Times, as well as the 
local major TV stations have 
picked up the story. Star-
Telegram sports columnist 
Theodore “Mac” Engel wrote 

a scathing column telling 
Aledo to look in the mirror. 
One report said that one of 
the families with a son who 
participated in the incident 
are trying to move out of 
here.

There are two questions. 
One, are we no worse than 
any other area? Two, are we 
worse than other areas?

To the first, I ask if being 
no worse than other areas 
excuses us? Should we be 
okay with being no worse in 
matters of race than other 
areas?

To the second, I say we 
just might be worse than 
other areas. The Star-
Telegram and major TV news 
stations covered the April 19 
school board meeting and 
according to their reports, 
the citizens who were part 

of an overflow crowd made 
numerous statements about 
many other rampant racist 
incidents that have occurred 
here. My own sons who are 
in college told me that they 
saw a lot of racism when 
they were at Aledo schools. A 
realtor reportedly stated that 
she has clients who want to 
come here because there is 
no diversity. 

Chris Johnson, 14, one of 
the African American stu-
dents who was the target 
of the slave auction, brave-
ly spoke to the board about 
how he felt being the target 
of such conduct. Many oth-
ers spoke of other incidents. 
Some were matter of fact. 
Some were angry. Some shed 
tears.

The problem runs deeper 
than many want to admit. 

The very fact that there are 
people living here that are 
are bigoted is hard to accept. 
I suspect that many who have 
these racist feeling are unre-
pentant about it. Many have 
said that these kids doing 
these things learn it at home. 

In the meantime, we 
need to recognize that we 
have some things we need to 
deal with in this community. 

Sensitivity and diversity 
training are a good place to 
start. Before you roll your 
eyes and say we are just 
being politically correct to 
have such training, just what 
do you mean by “political-
ly correct?” That means to 
me that politically correct is 
doing the right thing when 
you don’t really want to.

The Mirriam Websters 
online dictionary defines 

Aledo, we have a problem.
Thistles & Roses

Richard Henderson
richard@rahenderson.com

politically correct as 
“conforming to a belief 
that language and 
practices which could 
offend political sensi-
bilities (as in matters of 
sex or race) should be 
eliminated.”

 That is a great 
definition!

Such sensitivity 
and diversity training 
are proven methods 
of raising awareness 
and making change. It 
won’t solve the prob-
lem, but it is a place to 
start. And it is time to 
get started. And when 
you see or hear some-
one saying or doing the 
wrong thing, hard as it 
is, don’t ignore it.

Aledo, we have a 
problem. It is time we 
all became part of the 
solution.
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Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. and Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc:817-441-2425 • Fax: 817-441-2491
www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

Jim Martin
REALTOR®

Owner – MartinLandSales.com

5600 E. I-20 Service Rd S
Willow Park, TX 76008

Ofc:  817.441.2102
Fax:  817.441.2511

Cell:  817.538.6846
Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com  

www.metalmar ts.com

817-599-4186 • Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street • Weatherford, Texas 76087

GOING GREEN with COOL ROOFING

�
�

ENERGY EFFICIENT 
& LOOKS GREAT!

WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN

MULTIPLE SIZES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 25 years!

MMMetal Mart
THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
� RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
� CUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING � PURLIN & TUBING
� EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
� MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS � POWER TOOLS
� VENTS & SKYLIGHTS � HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
� SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT � INSULATION
� SEALANTS & CLOSURES � CARPORT PACKAGES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 28 years!

Auto – Home – Life

Business – Legal Shield

705 N FM 1187
P O Box 967

Aledo, Texas 76008
www.doylemoss.com

817-441-9053
fax 817-441-7145

We represent:
• Germania
• State Auto
• Allstate
• Progressive
• Safeco
• and many others

Serving Aledo, Parker County and Texas

Doyle Moss
doyle@doylemoss.com

Linda Moss
linda@doylemoss.com

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
DAILYDAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
• LASER THERAPY
• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
• ONCOLOGY
• ENDOSCOPY 

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

TOWN OF ANNETTA
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Planning and Zoning Commission of the Town of Annetta will 
hold a meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 13, 2021 at Town 
Hall, 450 Thunder Head Lane, Annetta, Texas 76008.  At this meet-
ing, a public hearing will be held to consider amending portions of 
Ordinance No. 192, the Town’s Zoning Ordinance, as amended by 
Ordinance 192A, and more specifically: renumbering and reformat-
ting the ordinance, adding four new residential districts; Section 5.2 
R-AG “Agricultural Residential District,” Section 5.3 R-E “Residential 
Estate Residential District,” Section 5.5 R-20 “Single Family 
Residential District,” Section 5.6 R-10 “Single Family Residential 
District;” amending Article 4 “Permitted Uses” to provide permitted 
use listings for the new residential districts, amending Section 8.2 to 
allow the combining of platted lots, amend Section 8.10.B to provide 
for accessory buildings in front of main buildings on lots at least two 
acres in size and an accessory building on adjacent lots; Section 9.2 
“General Definitions” by amending the definition of lot width; Section 
9.3 “Definitions” by amending or adding definitions related to the 
foregoing sections, and amending or adding definitions for Accessory 
Farming and Livestock; Agricultural, Farming and Forestry Activities; 
Animal Production, Ranching and Livestock; Credit Access Business; 
Home Occupation; Short Term Rental; amending and adding fencing 
standards in the residential districts and amending various sections 
to comply with new statutory requirements for zoning.  The Town 
Council will consider the recommendation of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission and adoption of the proposed zoning text revisions, as 
amended, in a public hearing at 7:00 p.m. on May 20, 2021 at Town 
Hall, 450 Thunder Head Lane, Annetta, Texas 76008.

I wear a mezuzah necklace.

It’s something a lot of us Jewish 
people wear, but when I lived in 
Aledo, I was too embarrassed of my 
faith to put it on display.

Because if we’re honest, a person 
who does not fit the white, protes-
tant mold of this community has a 
hard time growing up here. 

I’ll start by saying that I cannot 
speak to the recent or past experi-
ences of people of color at Aledo. I 
want their voices to be heard right 
now more than ever, but I also want 
them to know they aren’t alone in 
their discomfort growing up in this 
community. 

And it’s time that I leave no stone 
left unturned. 

Because if you’re remotely differ-
ent from the white, protestant mold, 
conforming is the best way to get by 
at Aledo.

First, the student newspaper at 
Aledo put out a satirical issue every 
year. One of the articles in it said, 
“Girl Complains to Diary,” with a 
picture of Anne Frank. I read the 
article, which poked fun at one of 
the defining figures of a deeply trau-
matic piece of not only my faith’s 
history, but the history of my own 
family and loved ones. My great 
grandfather escaped the Warsaw 
ghetto during the Holocaust to start 
a new life in the U.S., and one of my 
Hebrew tutors growing up was a 

Holocaust survivor and had a num-
ber tattooed on her forearm. 

I went to the teacher in charge 
and told her the article was inap-
propriate. She told me the student 
who wrote it was “half-Jewish,” so 
it was fine. I reported it to the prin-
cipal and the situation was never 
addressed. Not even a retraction. I 
never met the student who wrote it. 

Another time, I was in the locker 
room and one of my friends asked 
why I don’t “wear a dot,” on my 
forehead and have “dark skin.” This 
is wrong on many accounts, because 
not only was she confusing Judaism 
with both the Muslim and Hindu 
faiths, but she also asked in a joking 
tone, as if a sacred practice is funny.

Then there’s the microaggres-
sions, like the fact I was repeatedly 
asked why I didn’t date my step-cous-
in at the time, who was also Jewish.

I was also asked to pick a penny 
off the ground because I’m a cheap 
Jew. I was told that I don’t believe in 
forgiveness or that I’m going to hell.

As an athlete, I never felt com-
fortable in a pregame prayer, which 
always mentioned Jesus. (I sat 
out for this in middle school, then 
joined in high school.) I understand 
a group prayer, but if you want to 
unify your team, maybe you adapt 
to a more generalized version so 
we can all address our own higher 
power in unison.

One of the most egregious and 
obvious forms of antisemitism was 
when I took precalculus. I will 
preface this with the fact that this 
person has since apologized to me, 
and I thanked that person, but it’s 
worth sharing.

When I walked into class every 
day during my junior year, this class-
mate repeatedly told me I smelled 
“burnt,” like I “came out of the oven.” 

I laughed uncomfortably because I 
didn’t know what to do, until I final-
ly decided that I was done and that 
he needed to be corrected.

From an educational standpoint, 
I felt like Aledo found a reason for us 
to read the bible in English class and 
the way of getting around “teaching” 
it was to assign as summer reading.

So, as a Jew, I read portions of the 
New Testament for “literature refer-
ence” purposes as they call it. No one 
else I know in a public school setting 
had to do that. We had to read the 
Old Testament too, which I thought 
would educate some of my peers on 
the fact that both Christianity and 
Islamic faiths can trace their roots 
back to Judaism. No. It didn’t. We 
had a lecture on the New Testament.

I’m sorry, but that would be like 
a Christian going to school and hav-
ing to read the Torah or the Quran. 
As a Jew, I received my religious 
education at my synagogue, where I 
learned about other religions.

I suggest churches in the com-
munity do the same, off school 
grounds. I highly encourage visiting 
other places of worship and listen-
ing because you’ll realize we share 
many of the same values, but have 
different traditions.

Let’s go backwards a bit and talk 
about what it’s like to be a GIRL in 
middle school.

In middle school I was sexually 
harassed by a classmate who stalked 
me. He not only stood outside and 
waited for my car to arrive every 
morning, but he also got a fake cell 
phone number, posed as my crush, 
and told me he was outside my win-
dow at TCU team volleyball camp 
in Fort Worth. He came up to me at 
lunch and forcibly kissed me on the 
mouth. From what I heard, I wasn’t 

his first victim, but he often targeted 
the new girls in school.

 I told my teachers, and they all 
laughed, saying that he just “had a 
little crush,” and that “boys pick on 
you when they like you.” (I believe he 
moved away and was charged with 
sexual harassment in another town).

I’ll conclude this by saying I 
had teachers I loved and adored at 
Aledo. I built friendships, but not 
many, and retain few of them today. 
And during my cancer diagnosis, a 
large portion of people were there, 
cheering me on.

But I cannot neglect the fact that 
I was bullied to the point where I 
never wore my mezuzah necklace 
because I felt so ashamed to be dif-
ferent. I changed myself to get by at 
that school, but the bullying was so 
bad that I cried almost every day my 
senior year. 

Going to the University of Texas 
was the best thing that ever hap-
pened me because I purposely 
sought friends who were of differ-
ent races, cultural backgrounds 
or weren’t even from the U.S. Let 
me tell you — I totally had my 
own biases coming from Aledo, 
and these people challenged me to 
change my perspective.  But I also 
found a Jewish community where I 
was comfortable wearing my mezu-
zah necklace, and I still wear it 
constantly.

I’ve now lived in Iowa, Colorado, 
Illinois and am back in Iowa. All of 
towns I’ve lived in, even small ones, 

pale in comparison to the ignorance 
I faced at Aledo.

People ask me if I miss Texas. 
I do. But I’ll be damned if I move 
back to a town that made me change 
who I really was just to get by. To 
this day, when I go back, I feel 
uncomfortable. I sink back into the 
person I was: insecure, and con-
forming to others’ behaviors and 
opinions just to fit in.

This all being said — I can’t 
imagine what it’s like growing up in 
Aledo as a person of color. A person 
who is visibly different from every-
one else. I am white, so it was easy 
for me to mask my Judaism.

I think Aledo, the community 
and the school, could benefit from 
an overhaul in their education-
al practices because it’s imperative 
people learn how to treat others 
with respect, no matter what race, 
religion, ethnicity or gender identity.

If I could do it all over again, I’d 
wear my mezuzah necklace every 
day. 

And if someone asked what it 
was, I’d tell them it’s a box with a 
prayer scroll wrapped inside.

A symbol we Jews wear to pro-
tect us from the ignorance and hate 
that persists in places like Aledo.

Leah Vann is a 2013 graduate of Aledo 
High School who covers Hawkeye foot-
ball for the Mason City Globe Gazette 
in Iowa.

Editor’s note: Over the years we have 
heard from a number of former stu-
dents who experienced a lack of inclu-
siveness. We are reaching out to those 
who want to share their experiences. 
The purpose is not to denigrate the 
community or schools, but to illus-
trate that there are problems we need 
to address.

Guest Column

My mezuzah necklace

Leah Vann

I felt so 
ashamed to be 
different.

community-news.com
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Lori Fowler, Ph.D.
B R O K E R ,  O W N E R

405 S. FM 1187
Suite 400

817.825.8293
Charitablerealty.org

C H A R I T A B L E
R E A L T Y

Where Commissions become Donations

New office located in Aledo!

103 W. Church • 817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

Propane Sales 
and Service

On the Square 
in Weatherford

YEARSYEARS
OF PROPANE

1958-2019

Life insurance 
from a real-life 
person.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Get life insurance that comes 
with someone local (me).  
I’m here to help you protect 
your family’s financial future. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708148

Bobby J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX  76008

Bus: 817-441-9966
bobby@bobbyrigues.com

16250 Old Weatherford Road 16250 Old Weatherford Road •• Aledo, Texas Aledo, Texas
For current Mass Times visit our website at:

www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org
For more information contact the Parish Offi  ce at 817-441-3500

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel
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“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”
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TRACK

Track teams head to Lubbock
Regional Meet this 
week

After sweeping district 
competition, the Aledo High 
School track teams each 
placed first at the Area Meet 
last week held at Brewer High 
School.

In all, eight individual 
boys, nine individual girls, 
two boys’ relay teams, and 
three girls’ relay teas qualified 
for the regional meet being 
held in Lubbock this week en 
route to state.

On the boys side, Aledo 
compiled 104.5 points. 
Denton Ryan had 91, and 
Brewer had 65. Aledo girls 
slipped past Northwest, 90 

point to 88. Third place team-
wise went to Denton Ryan.

Area results are below (• 
indicates regional qualifier).

Varsity Boys
400 Meters
•Clay Murador - 2 - 50.51 PR

800 Meters
Samuel Haught - 5 - 2:02.92 

PR
Maverick Savage - 7 - 2:07.49 

PR

1600 Meters
Henry Zedler - 5 - 4:45.07
Samuel Haught - 8 - 4:56.68

3200 Meters
Henry Zedler - 5 - 10:29.25
Vincent Luffey - 6 - 10:35.94 

PR

110m Hurdles - 39”

•Dylan Martin - 3 - 15.12 PR
Luke White - 5 - 15.56 PR

300m Hurdles - 36”
•Luke White - 3 - 40.96SR
Dylan Martin - 6 - 42.43 PR

4x100 Relay
•Brian Fleming, Demarco 

Roberts, Sammy Steffe, 
Clay Murador - 1 - 41.81

4x400 Relay
•Jacob Costello, Jalen Pope, 

Logan Flinta, Clay Murador 
- 2 - 3:30.17

Shot Put - 12lb
Jason Llewellyn - 5 - 46’ 1

Discus - 1.6kg
Jason Llewellyn - 6 - 137’ 8
Isaac Knott - 8 - 125’ 0

High Jump
•Tristan Thurman - 2 - 6’ 4
•Jack Mitchell - 4 - 6’ 0

Pole Vault
•Ford Maberry - 1 - 15’ 0
•Matthew Hickerson - 3 - 13’ 
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Sean Gribble - 5 - 12’ 6

Triple Jump
•Taylon Kessler - 3 - 42’ 11 PR
Layne Ducote - 6 - 40’ 3.75

Varsity Girls
100 Meters
Macy Graf - 6 - 13.08

200 Meters
Macy Graf - 5 - 27.42

400 Meters
•Sidney Tillotson - 4 - 1:02.44 

PR

800 Meters
•Sidney Tillotson - 4 - 2:21.17 

PR
Delaney Deller - 6 - 2:27.30

1600 Meters
Caroline Browning - 7 - 

5:59.97 PR

100m Hurdles - 33”
•Natalie Anderson - 3 - 16.46
•Sophie Isham - 4 - 16.66

300m Hurdles - 30”
Sarah Tillotson - 5 - 49.07
Daniella Tregellas - 6 - 50.65
Olivia Tregellas - 8 - 54.42

4x100 Relay
Kaylee Halfmann, Ashley 

Canady, Ansli Lopez, Macy 
Graf - 6 - 51.05

4x200 Relay
•Kaylee Halfmann, Ashley 

Canady, Kaylee Mays, 
Delaney Deller - 2 - 1:46.97

4x400 Relay
•Delaney Deller, Daniella 

Tregellas, Sarah Tillotson, 
Sidney Tillotson - 4 - 
4:15.19

Shot Put - 4kg
•Lauren St Peters - 1 - 36’ 9 

PR
•Madysen Boutwell - 3 - 35’ 0
Carson Fronk - 8 - 30’ 9

Discus - 1kg
•Lauren St Peters - 2 - 108’ 1

High Jump
•Ashley Canady - 4 - 5’ 2SR
Taylor McKenzie - 6 - 5’ 0

Pole Vault
Taylor Hindman - 5 - 9’ 6
Kaitlyn Walker - 7 - 9’ 0
Ansli Lopez - 8 - 8’ 6

Long Jump
Kaylee Halfmann - 5 - 17’ 2.5 

PR

Triple Jump
•Madison Frank - 3 - 34’ 3.75 

PR

SOFTBALL

Ladycats prep for playoffs
By Nolan Ruth
The Community News

The softball district season 
is over, and the Aledo Ladycats 
emerged as district champions. 
However, there is still one more 
week before the playoffs start. Head 
coach Heather Myers wanted to 
find teams to play to keep the team 
fresh and ready.

Last Friday, the team traveled to 
Wichita Falls to take on the home-
town Lady Coyotes in the district 
finale. It took a couple of innings 
for the bats to get going, but with 
Kayleigh Smith pitching, Wichita 
Falls was only able to muster two 
hits all game.

Claire Byars got the scoring 
started in the third inning with an 
infield single that scored Audrey 
Pearce. Texas Ray followed with 
a triple to right field to score 
Byars. With Ray standing on third, 
Madysen Boutwell stepped into the 
box and started her big day with a 
home run to center field.

Reagan Davis kept things going 
in the inning. With two runners in 
scoring position, Davis laid down a 
bunt and made it safely, allowing 
Morgan Brown to cross the plate. 
She scored two plays later on a 
passed ball and the Ladycats held 
a comfortable 6-0 lead after three 
innings.

In the fourth, Boutwell repeated 
her home run from the third inning 
with another over the centerfield 
fence to score Byars for the only two 
runs of the inning to make it 8-0.

The fifth inning saw a two-
out rally that ended the game by 
run rule. Marissa Powell started 
things off with a triple to center 
that scored Pearce from first base. 
Maddy Jarvis followed suit with a 
triple of her own to score Powell. 
Ray got on base with a dropped ball 
by the left fielder, and Jarvis scored. 

It was then Boutwell who stepped 
up and finished her fantastic day 
with her third home run to bring 
the tally to 13-0.

Smith struck out the side in 
the bottom half of the inning to 
end the game and put a cap on the 
Ladycats’ district schedule.

Boutwell finished 3-for-4, all 
home runs, and 6 RBIs.

Flower Mound Marcus
That was not it for Aledo though. 

With two weeks to go before the 
playoffs start, Myers found and 
scheduled a game with Flower 
Mound Marcus. The 6A program 
agreed to come to Aledo and play 
the Ladycats on Tuesday night.

The game provided much more 
drama than Aledo has seen recently. 
The Lady Marauders scored one in 
the first and in the second innings 
to take an early lead. In the bottom 
of the third, the Ladycats tied it 
up at two with back-to-back home 
runs by Powell and Boutwell.

The next 14 batters were unable 
to get on base and the game was 
at a standstill. It wasn’t until the 
sixth inning that Marcus broke the 
stalemate with a solo home run of 
its own.

Aledo had its back against the 
wall in the bottom of the seventh, 
needing at least one run. Jarvis and 
Pearce were both able to get into 
scoring position for Macy Graf, and 

the star shortstop did not disap-
point. Facing a 1-2 count, Graf was 
able to thread a ball up the middle 
that came to rest just far enough 
in front of the center fielder that 
allowed both Jarvis and Pearce to 
score. Graf ended up at second and 
was credited with a walk-off dou-
ble, and the Ladycats took the game 
by a score of 4-3.

Though there are not any 
more games on the schedule, the 
Ladycats are in talks with Denton 
Guyer to play another non-district 
game before they play Lake Dallas 
in the first round next weekend.

JACKIE HAYSLIP/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Marissa Powell blasts a home run during the Flower Mound Marcus game.

BASEBALL

Bearcats 
continue to 
roll
Shut out Azle,  
defeat Rider
By Nolan Ruth
The Community News

The week after Easter the Aledo 
baseball team had an entire week off. 
They got the same thing unexpect-
edly this past week. After defeating 
the Azle Hornets on the road last 
Tuesday, the Bearcats had to wait 
for the second matchup due to rain 
on Friday.

The game was rescheduled for 
Monday, and the Bearcats were out 
to show that the extra break did not 
affect them.

Carter Shands only allowed three 
hits through five and a third innings 
before Adrian Guzman shut them 
down the rest of the way.

The scoring started early for 
Aledo, as Max Belyeu and Parker 
Stegall both got on base to start the 
game. Creed Willems then drove 
in Belyeu with a line drive single 
to left field. Guzman later drove in 
Stegall to give the Bearcats an early 
2-0 lead.

Later, in the fourth inning, Kevin 
Taylor singled and Sam Sisk dou-
bled to move Taylor to third base. 
The next batter, Belyeu, drove both 
of them in with a triple to center-
field to double the lead.

Willems did the same thing in 
the sixth with Sisk and Stegall on 
board to drive in two more runs, 
bringing the final tally to 6-0 and 
completing the sweep.

Wichita Falls Rider
After defeating Azle on Monday 

night, the Bearcats had to prepare 

Turn to BASEBALL, page 9
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NICK
STANLEY

FOR ALEDO – PLACE 3

“My family and I love Aledo. It is a 
wonderful community and a great  
place to raise a family. I would be  
honored if you would join me to  
ensure Aledo remains a place that  
we love to live, work and play”

Paid for by Nick Stanley Campaign

CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 •SAT 8-2
WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Are you growing with us?”
Residential & Commercial

817-441-7777

• Topsoils & Custom Soil Blends
• Compost & Mulches
• Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas 
since l986

Pick up or Delivery Available

for Annetta!

Political Ad Paid for by Bruce Pinckard

Early Voting runs April 19-27, 2021
Election Day is SATURDAY, MAY 1st

FENCE SUPPLY

Wholesale to the Public

1508 Mineral Wells Hwy
Weatherford • 817-841-8577

@DuramexFenceSupplyWeatherford

FENCE SUPPLY
Come and check out our new store!

817-901-9455
5050 S Hwy 5

Aledo, TX

EVERYONE WELCOME
WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC

Henry Perez

• Concrete Work 
Color Stain, Stamped 
Concrete in all  
Designs & Patterns

Build Your Foundation Right  
The First Time

432.209.1154 • hperezconstruction@yahoo.com

• Excavation, Dirt Work
• Driveways, Ramps, Curbs
• Foundations
• Retaining Walls

for their game with Wichita Falls 
Rider the next day.

Both teams went into the game 
with a 5-1 district record, meaning 
a sweep by either team would clinch 
the outright district title.

The Bearcats made the two hour 
drive up to Wichita Falls on the 
unforgiving turf of Hoskins Field 
and the bats were out in full force.

Belyeu opened up the scoring 
with a single to right field that drove 
in Zach Harrison to give Aledo a 1-0 
lead. Bridger Wilson doubled the 
lead in the third inning with a line 
drive to left field that allowed Nolan 
Garcia to cross the plate.

Rider was able to push one across 
in the bottom of the third inning, 
but the Bearcats added two more in 
the top of the fourth to stay on top. 
First, Hunter Rudel walked with the 
bases loaded to score Belyeu, then 
Garcia hit a sacrifice fly to left that 
scored Stegall to make the score 4-1.

Willems made it 5-1 in the sixth 
inning by hitting a fly ball to right 
field. The ball was caught for the 
out, but Belyeu tagged up at third 
and crossed the plate, crediting 
Willems with a sacrifice fly.

Things got dramatic in the bot-
tom of the seventh when Rider 
loaded the bases. Guzman again 
came in to close the game out and 
work out of the jam. He walked 
home one run to make it 5-2, but he 
retired the next two batters, striking 
out the last one to seal the victory.

The Bearcats will face Rider 
again on Friday for the outright dis-
trict championship before playing a 
series with Wichita Falls High next 
week.

BASEBALL
from page eight

GOLF

Aledo teams at Region
The Aledo Ladycats and 

Bearcats golf teams have been 
competing at the Regional Golf 
Tournament in Lubbock this 
week (results next week).

All district teams have been 
announced. For the Ladycats, 
All District Team members 
are Ella Fisher - Senior, Aly 
Saunders - Junior, Mallory Miller 
- Sophomore, Sanaa Lemen - 
Sophomore, Maddie Warner 
- Sophomore.

Bearcat All-District team 
members are Tanner Smith - 
Senior , Payne Boyd - Senior, 
Braylon Mahanay - Sophomore, 
Tyler Pearce - Sophomore, Bryce 
Wolf - Freshman, Jake Phillips 
- Freshman, and Jhett Moore 
- Freshman.

TOP: District Champs — Varsity 
(1) Black — Regional Qualifiers 
Braylon Mahanay, Bryce Wolf, 
Jhett Moore, Jake Phillips, 
Tanner Smith and Coach Joe 
Roquemore

BOTTOM: District 3rd Place 
Team — Varsity (2) Orange  
Tyler Pearce, Payne Boyd, Wyatt 
Harvey, Brice McCullough, 
Boyd Thompson, and Coach Joe 
Roquemore  
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VOTE

RE-ELECT
CLINT “TOP” ROBINSON
ALEDO CITY COUNCILMAN PLACE 3

CHRISTIAN • COMBAT VETERAN  
& LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER

“OF THE PEOPLE AND FOR THE PEOPLE”
Political Ad Paid for by Clint Robinson

Jennifer L. Harris, CPA
107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-A • Aledo, Texas 76008

817-441-7757 • Fax 817-441-7739
WWW.JHARRISCPA.COM

City of Annetta South, Texas

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS BEFORE THE PLANNING AND 
ZONING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL 

Notice is hereby given that the Planning and Zoning Commission of 
the City of Annetta South, Texas will hold a public hearing at a meet-
ing that begins at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 11, 2021 at New Faith 
Baptist Church, 3303 W. FM 5, Aledo, Texas 76008. 

Further notice is given that, a second public hearing is scheduled 
where the request and the recommendation of the Planning and 
Zoning Commission will be considered by the City Council at a meet-
ing that begins at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 11, 2021 at New Faith 
Baptist Church, 3303 W. FM 5, Aledo, Texas 76008.   

At such times and place, the Commission and the Council will hear 
and take action on a request of Bruce Casburn, represented by Ted 
Kitchens for a replat of Tax ID parcel R000045976 at 206 Koldin 
Drive within Parker County and in the Extra Territorial Jurisdiction the 
City of Annetta South, Parker County, Texas. Proposed is to replat the 
existing lot into two lots and to request a variance from Section 23 C 
of Ordinance 71-Subdivision Ordinance requiring that all lots abut a 
public street. 

Citizens are invited to attend and participate in the public hearings.

Moritz Chevrolet · Chrysler · Jeep
Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) · 817-696-2000

Moritz Kia · 8501 I-30 · 817-560-6000

Bearcats — Ladycats!Bearcats — Ladycats!

ALL-DISTRICT SOCCERALL-DISTRICT SOCCER

Just for
Just for

Kicks!
Kicks!

Go Golf!Go Golf!

Seven RacquetCats qualify for Regionals 
By Andrea Garnett 
Special to The Community News

Wichita Falls host-
ed the District 5-5A tennis 
tournament Tuesday and 
Wednesday, April 13 and 14. 
Aledo came out strong on day, 
one advancing several to the 
finals on day two. 

The boys’ doubles team of 
Jax Joiner/ Hogan Posey, who 
were seeded number two in 
this tournament, beat Brewer 
and then Wichita Falls Old 
High to move to the finals 
on Wednesday where they 
faced the number one seeded 
Old High team. Joiner and 
Posey took the first set 7-5 and 
the second set in an intense 
tiebreaker to win the champi-
onship 6-6(7-5). 

Girl’s doubles duo Maddie 
Farmer and Georgia Posey 
seeded number 2 easily beat 
their first two opponents from 
Azle and Old High advancing 
them to the finals in a show-
down with the number 1 seed 
from Old High. Aledo was 
down a set 1-6 and made a 
comeback to win the second 
set in a tiebreaker(7-6)7-1, 
unfortunately the third set 
went to Old High (4-6) giving 
Farmer and Posey the 2nd 
place medal. 

Ian Leslie and Katie 
Siddons, the number 2 seed 
in mixed doubles, advanced 
to the finals with ease beating 
Old High and Rider in the 
semifinals. The finals proved 
to be a bit more challenging 

facing the number one duo 
from Old High that were 
both highly ranked in the 
Universal Tennis Rankings. 
The team came out with a 
respectable 2nd place falling 
to Old High (1-6)(2-6). 

In girl’s doubles Cambell 
Charrier, who was seed-
ed number 2, beat her first 
two opponents from Rider 
and Azle to go into the finals 
the next day against Rider’s 
very strong number 1 where 
she lost (6-0)(6-0). Aledo’s 
number 3 seeded player Allie 
Farmer earned herself a play-
back match with her own 
teammate Charrier to decide 
the second place position and 
the opportunity to advance to 
regionals. Farmer, who won 
her first match on Tuesday 
also had to face Rider’s num-
ber 1 which resulted in a loss 
putting her in the match for 
third place where she defeat-
ed Azle. In the playback 
match the two teammates 
played a grueling match with 
a tiebreaker win for Farmer in 
the 1st set (7-6)8-6 and win-
ning the 2nd set 6-2 moving 
Farmer to second place and 
advancing her to regionals 
while Charrier won the 3rd 
place medal and will attend 
regionals as the alternate. 

Aledo Tennis will have 7 
athletes representing at the 
regionals tournament held in 
Lubbock on April 26-27. 

ANDREA GARNETT/SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Back Row: Allie Farmer, Jax Joiner,Hogan Posey, Ian Leslie 
Front Row: Maddie Farmer, Georgia Posey, Katie Siddons, Cambell Charrier


