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EAST PARKER COUNTY

Water credits 
on tap for local 
customers
By Brandi Addison
The Community News

Residents across East Parker County 
will receive a credit to offset the water 
used during the winter storm from con-
tinually dripping faucets and minor leaks.

Hudson Oaks first announced its 
decision to give residents a 2,000-gallon 
water credit on Feb. 26, days after the 
storm, and Weatherford soon followed 
suit.

Aledo council members voted during 
a special meeting on March 4 to give a 
3,000-gallon credit to all city water cus-
tomers, which will be applied on the next 
billing cycle. 

The city also announced to customers 
last week that it would not charge late 
penalties for water bills, which were sent 
late this month due to the busyness of 
public work maintenance staff, who have 
been working issues from the storm.

Willow Park City council voted on 
Tuesday to give all city water customers 
a 2,000-gallon credit. The credit will also 
be applied on the next billing cycle for 
Willow Park credits.

“The city managers in Parker County 
— Weatherford, Hudson Oaks, Willow 
Park, Aledo — we all started having con-
versations about crediting the water bills 
to kind of mitigate and offset these costs 
for our customers,” Willow Park City 
Manager Brian Grimes said.  

The Aledo and Willow Park city coun-
cils also discussed the impact of the 
winter storm that plowed through Texas 
in mid-February, both declaring it as an 
emergency disaster for their respective 
cities.

Willow Park reflects storms
City workers, police officers, and fire-

fighters worked long hours to support 
residents throughout the winter storm., 
according to Willow Park officials.

Public works said the first reports of 
electricity failure was around 2 a.m. on 
Feb. 15. By the morning of Feb. 19 every-
thing returned to normal.

Grimes said the city officials and com-
munications director Rosealee Kertok 
did an excellent job of “shutting down 
rumors,” as residents were uncertain 
about water and electricity.

This was a big part in keeping resi-
dents safe and informed, he said.

Willow Park Chief of Police Carrie 
West said the department worked over-
time, as it helped to man the warming 
center located at Christ Chapel in Willow 
Park. 

West said this proved to be the biggest 
problem for officers during the storm, as 
the cost of about $9,600 nearly depleted 
their entire overtime budget.

Public works staff worked 14 to 16 
hours in a single day, as residents struggled 
to maintain electricity and water. Chase 
McBride said some of the workers stayed 
overnight, in the freezing weather, to man-
ually ensure the water pumps did not fail 
by switching the breakers on and off.

“These guys really outdid themselves,” 
Kertok told The Community News.

ALEDO ISD

Parker County partners with district 
for COVID-19 vaccines

District to continue 
protocols
Staff Reports
The Community News

A lot can happen in a week.
In the wake of Texas Gov. Greg 

Abbott’s lifting of mask mandates 
and opening all businesses, atten-
tion immediately went to schools.

Last Thursday, the school 
district issued a letter to par-
ents and guardians of the district 
announcing that the district will 
continue its COVID-19 health 
and safety protocols after Abbott’s 
announcement.

Superintendent Dr. Susan 
Bohn said in the letter that the 
decision was made after “review-
ing the COVID-19 requirements 
and guidelines issued by the 
Texas Education Agency and 
other agencies.” In addition, Bohn 
said the district had consulted 
with “staff, parents, community 
members, Parker County Public 
Health officials, and our Aledo 
ISD COVID-19 Task Force.”

Among the reasons Bohn gave 
for the decision was that teachers 
and staff had not been eligible 
for COVID-19 vaccines until that 
week.

“While Aledo ISD offi-
cials have been advocating for 
all school staff to be eligible for 
and have access to COVID-19 

vaccinations since they became 
available, Texas school staff was 
not made eligible until the day 
after Governor Abbott made 
his announcement,” Bohn said. 
“Some of our teachers and staff 
have become very ill and required 
long hospital stays due to this 
disease. We care about the health 
and well-being of our teachers, 
staff, and students, and we can-
not serve our students and keep 

our schools open if they are not 
healthy.”

Of concern are close con-
tacts, defined by the Centers for 
Disease Control as someone who 
was within six feet of an infected 
person for a length of time, trig-
gering quarantines.

“The removal of masks would 
likely increase the incidence of 
‘close contacts’ and therefore 
the numbers of students and 

staff who would be required to 
quarantine, missing school and 
activities,” Bohn wrote. “If a large 
number of staff members can-
not be at school, we will struggle 
to serve students and keep our 
schools open, especially given 
the current statewide shortage of 
substitute teachers.

“The best thing for students 
and staff is open schools that 
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Suze Brassfield (right), Nutrition Manager at Stuard Elementary School, was the first person to receive a 
COVID-19 vaccine on Wednesday in a program set up through the county and school districts to get front-
line workers vaccinated.

Turn to AISD, page 2

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Students from Coder Elementary School visited the Aledo High School ag barn on Wednesday to 
read to the animals and learn about ag programs. More coverage will be in next week’s issue.

Attentive Audience
PARKER COUNTY

Judge follows 
Abbott’s lead
100 percent occupancy 
announced

Parker County Judge Pat 
Deen announced on March 3 
that, “pursuant to the Governor’s 
Order, Parker County will allow 
businesses to open at 100% 
occupancy.”

Deen’s announcement point-
ed out that Parker County does 
not have a local mask order.

“Although some individuals 
may still choose to wear a mask, 
it will no longer be required. 
Parker County will be working 
with the Governor and local 
legislators to increase vaccine 
allocations. I have also requested 
that the Parker County Hospital 
District work directly with our 
local school districts to provide 
vaccine allocations to teach-
ers and school staff members,” 
Deen’s announcement said.
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We would like to say a big Thank You to all of the fire, 
police, public works, city staff and all public servants who 

went above and beyond during the Big Freeze. 
The community really pulled together to make sure that 

everyone was taken care of and supported the small 
businesses in the area that could be open.

T H A N K  YO U  T O  
O U R  CO M M U N I T Y

stay open. Aledo ISD has been one 
of the few school districts to safely 
have in-person instruction for the 
vast majority of our students since 
the first day of school of the 2020-
2021 school year without having to 
close any campus for any period of 
time due to COVID-19.”

The Abbott announcement added 
new urgency to the desires of edu-
cators to be vaccinated, which led 
to an agreement between the Aledo 
ISD and other districts with Parker 
County.

On Wednesday, The Don Danial 
Ninth Grade Campus Gym was the 
site of educators lining up for vacci-
nations that were provided through 
the Parker County Hospital District. 
About 225 COVID-19 vaccinations 
were administered to teachers, 
coaches, and other front-line workers 
in the district.

“We are so thankful for Parker 
County Judge Pat Deen, Parker 
County Hospital District CEO Randy 
Bacus, and PCHD Chief Medical 
Officer Dr. Steven Welch for working 
so hard to make sure that vaccines 
were made easily accessible to our 
Aledo ISD teachers and staff as soon 
as the Texas Department of State 
Health Services expanded eligibility 
for school staff last week,” Bohn said. 

Parker County and the PCHD 
worked with the district to ensure 
teachers and staff could be vaccinat-
ed quickly and conveniently, leading 
to the administration of the Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccine to staff.

“Our Board of Trustees and district 
administration have been advocating 
for teachers to be given priority fol-
lowing healthcare workers and first 
responders in the statewide admin-
istration of the COVID-19 vaccine,” 
AISD Board President Hoyt Harris 
said. “This expedited response is just 
another way our teachers and staff 

have felt support from so many fam-
ilies and community members and 
partners.”

The district had more than 250 
employees register to receive the 
COVID-19 vaccination. Aledo Family 
Medicine’s Dr. Shaun Kretzschmar 
secured additional vaccinations need-
ed to fulfill all of the requests the 
district received. Kretzschmar was set 
to administer the Johnson & Johnson 
vaccines later in the week.

The opportunity to receive a 
COVID-19 vaccine was offered to all 
Aledo ISD teachers and staff as well 
as student teachers, custodial staff, 
and Camp Fire staff that work on 
Aledo ISD campuses.

Bohn told The Community News 
at the vaccination event that she was 
pleased the county was responsive 
to the school district’s request for 
vaccinations.

“They really did make changes to 
make sure our teachers on the front 
line could get immunized,” she said.

AISD
from page one
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Stan Reid, AP Human Geography 
teacher at Aledo High School, 
receives his vaccine.

Star Parker to headline Bush 
Legacy dinner April 16

Star Parker will be the 
guest speaker for the Bush 
Legacy Republican Women of 
Weatherford fundraising dinner 
at 6 p.m. Friday, April 16, at Dove 
Ridge Vineyard in Weatherford. 
The event is the major fundraiser 
for the club.

Parker is the founder and pres-
ident of CURE, Center for Urban 
Renewal and Education.

CURE is a non-profit Policy 
Institute based in Washington, 
D.C. that fights poverty to restore 
dignity through messages of 
faith, freedom, and personal 
responsibility. 

The vision of CURE is to 
preserve, promote, and protect 
Christianity, capitalism, and our 
constitution to improve culture, 
reduce government dependency, 
and to build race relations.

CURE works in public policy, 
the public square, and in poor com-
munities through three programs: 
a Policy Program that works directly 

with the White House and the 
Congress on Welfare Reform ideas; 
a Media Program that includes 
rapid response, a daily news 
site, blackcommunitynews.
com and a TV Show, CURE 
America with Star Parker; 
and a Clergy Program that 
umbrellas a national network of 
more than 950 conservative clergy 

who serve in various distressed zip 
codes around the country.

  Bush Legacy Republican 
Women of Weatherford are selling 
table sponsorships and tickets for 
the event. VIP guest will enjoy 
meeting Star Parker and take 
home a photo with her. For More 
information call 817-594-5029 or 
visit BLRWW.com

Food Handlers Class
A Food Handlers Food Safety 

class will be offered from 4-6 p.m. 
on Thursday,  April 1, at the Parker 
County Agricultural Service 
Center located at 604 North Main 
Street in Weatherford. The cost 
for the class will be $20.

This two-hour course is for 
all food employees to help pro-
mote the service of safe food. The 
certificate is good for two years 
and is valid anywhere in the State 
of Texas. The course is a basic 
overview of food safety practic-
es that are necessary to ensure 
that safe food is served at your 

establishment. Practices discussed 
include good personal hygiene, 
cross contamination and time and 
temperature abuse.

 

Certified Food Managers 
Course and Exam

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service will offer a one day 
Certified and Re-Certification 
Food Manager Course and Exam 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Tuesday, 
March 30, at the Parker County 
Agricultural Service Center locat-
ed at 604 North Main Street in 
Weatherford.

The ServSafe Certified Food 
Manager Exam will be adminis-
tered immediately following the 
class. The cost for the course is 
$115, which includes the course, 
ServSafe Certified Food Managers 
examination, course book, and all 
course materials. This course is an 
update and review of food safety 
principles and practices and will 
help prepare you for the exam. 

  For questions, a registration 
form, or to register for either or 
both courses call 817-598-6168 or 
visit parker.agrilife.org.
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These cattle from the Aledo High School FFA Program seem to pay little heed to the massive earthmoving 
equipment behind them. 

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Spring must be right around the corner as Parker County Master Gardeners 
have been spotted around Aledo City Hall and the Aledo Community 
Center. Shown are Master Gardeners Linda Holderman (left) and Susan 
Showman.

Additional playground allows ‘younger Eagles’ to play and learn at the same time
By Melissa Winn
Special to Trinity Christian Academy

William Shakespeare famously 
once wrote that “all the world’s a 
stage.”

And while the playwright like-
ly meant to draw a parallel to the 
drama everyone lives throughout 
their lives and the role they play in 
it, the phrase has come to mean so 
much more. 

Mike Skaggs, Trinity Christian 
Academy’s Head of School, recent-
ly shared what he felt the phrase 
meant as it pertains to educators.

“We believe that for children, 
and for all of us really, all the world 
should be seen as a classroom,” 
Skaggs said.

The comments were made at a 
December ribbon cutting for the 
new early childhood playground at 
the Elementary School. 

“This beautiful space before us 
isn’t just a playground, it’s a class-
room,” Skaggs added. 

While the current playground is 
more than suitable for the first grade 
and older students, it wasn’t ideal 
for the 3- to 5-year olds, Skaggs said. 

“We saw the need and it was 
included in our Grounded in Faith-
Growing in Excellence Capital 
Campaign plans,” he said. 

With a donation from the Amon 
G. Carter Foundation in Fort Worth, 
the project was completed much 
sooner than planned and was ready 
for use at the beginning of the school 
year. Beyond fun and games, the 
area will help the youngest Eagles 
develop cognitively, physically, 
socially and emotionally.

“When we returned to school in 
the fall, we were so grateful to have 
it because it allowed more classes to 
have longer recess because we had 
additional play space,” Skaggs said. 
“These structures not only develop 
students physically, helping them 
grow stronger and more agile, they 
help students learn to process their 
world.”

The additional playground is 
housed next to the original one and 
allows the younger children to bang 
on plastic drums, play inside and 
outside a makeshift home and run 

and climb to their heart’s content, 
albeit on a smaller scale. 

While the area was complet-
ed before COVID protocols were 
in place and in-person classes 

returned, Dr. Steven Newby, TCA’s 
elementary school principal, said it 
has been the “perfect” addition. 

“It’s a blessing for our kids,” Dr. 
Newby said. “It truly complements 
the [early childhood] program and 
the children love it.”

With representatives from the 
East Parker County Chamber of 
Commerce, School Board, TCA staff 
and leadership, along with parents 
and students, Skaggs thanked all 
in attendance at the ribbon cutting 
and reiterated how important the 
playground is.

“Play is how children learn and 
this playground is a wonderful tool 
to help us assist children in reaching 
their maximum potential with the 
ultimate hope of partnering with 
that child and their family in under-
standing God’s purpose for his or 
her life,” he said. 
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ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

CONTRACTORS INSURANCE
Munro Insurance Services LLC – Low Rates  – 
Instant Certificates. Down payments starting at $199.  
(844) 845-4731, businessinsurancemarket.com.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power 
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Schedule your FREE in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-855-704-8579. Special financing for 
qualified customers.

INTERNET
AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month. Get More For 
Your High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today 
1-855-439-5457.

HEATING/WOOD STOVES
Rocket Heaters™ hyper-efficient stove burns 
both pellets and wood without electricity. Liberator 
LLC – Think Outside the Boxwood Stove! 
573-468-4043, smhuddleston@rocketmail.com, 
www.rocketheater.com.

MAINTENANCE
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-855-901-0467 
for details. www.dental50plus.com/txpress.   6118-0219 

WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes – 
Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper Pulls. 
In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty or Clean! 
I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we can apply for 
one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or servics advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

www.metalmar ts.com

817-599-4186 • Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street • Weatherford, Texas 76087

GOING GREEN with COOL ROOFING

�
�

ENERGY EFFICIENT 
& LOOKS GREAT!

WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN

MULTIPLE SIZES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 25 years!

MMMetal Mart
THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
� RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
� CUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING � PURLIN & TUBING
� EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
� MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS � POWER TOOLS
� VENTS & SKYLIGHTS � HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
� SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT � INSULATION
� SEALANTS & CLOSURES � CARPORT PACKAGES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 28 years!

Henry Perez

• Concrete Work 
Color Stain, Stamped 
Concrete in all  
Designs & Patterns

Build Your Foundation Right  
The First Time

432.209.1154 • hperezconstruction@yahoo.com

• Excavation, Dirt Work
• Driveways, Ramps, Curbs
• Foundations
• Retaining Walls

817-901-9455
5050 S Hwy 5

Aledo, TX

EVERYONE WELCOME
WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC

Town of Annetta North  
Ordinance 2021-02 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2018-02, AS 
AMENDED, THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
THE TOWN OF ANNETTA NORTH, TEXAS, BY CHANGING THE 
ZONING CLASSIFICATION ON LOTS 1, 2 AND 3, BLOCK 1 OF THE 
UNDERWOOD HILL 2ND ADDITION, IN THE TOWN OF ANNETTA 
NORTH, ALSO DESCRIBED AS APPROXIMATELY 8.72 ACRES 
SITUATED IN THE THOMAS ROLSTON SURVEY, ABSTRACT NUMBER 
923 AND THE JACOB BROCKMAN SURVEY, ABSTRACT NUMBER 
47, PARKER COUNTY, TEXAS, FROM ITS PRESENT CLASSIFICATION 
OF “AG” AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT TO “R-2” SINGLE-FAMILY 
RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT-2.0 ACRE LOTS, AND REVISING 
THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP IN ACCORDANCE THEREWITH; 
PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE CUMULATIVE 
OF ALL ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 
PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR VIOLATIONS HEREOF; PROVIDING A 
SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL 
NEWSPAPER; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Any person, firm or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits, 
neglects or refuses to comply with or who resists the enforcement of 
any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be fined not more than 
Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00). Each day that a violation is per-
mitted to exist shall constitute a separate offense.

Town of Annetta North  
Ordinance 2021-04 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2018-02, AS 
AMENDED, THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE 
TOWN OF ANNETTA NORTH, TEXAS, BY CHANGING THE ZONING 
CLASSIFICATION ON APPROXIMATELY 13.853 ACRES OF LAND 
OUT OF THE H. FRANKLIN SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 478, TOWN 
OF ANNETTA NORTH, PARKER COUNTY, TEXAS, FROM ITS 
PRESENT CLASSIFICATION OF “AG” AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT TO 
“R-2” SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT-2.0 ACRE LOTS, 
AND REVISING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP IN ACCORDANCE 
THEREWITH; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE 
CUMULATIVE OF ALL ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR VIOLATIONS HEREOF; 
PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN 
THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Any person, firm or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits, 
neglects or refuses to comply with or who resists the enforcement of 
any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be fined not more than 
Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00). Each day that a violation is per-
mitted to exist shall constitute a separate offense.

City of Willow Park 
Notice of Public Hearing

The City of Willow Park Board of Adjustment will hold public hearing 
on the matter listed below:

1. PUBLIC HEARING to consider a request for variance to the 
Zoning Ordinance Sec. 14.12 – Off Street Parking and Loading 
Requirements – Concrete Pavement required on an 81.767 
acre tract of land J.M. Froman Survey, Abstract No. 471, and 
I&G.N.R.R. Company Survey, Abstract No. 1821, City of Willow 
Park, Parker County, Texas, located in the 8200 Block Bankhead 
Hwy.

Board of Adjustment Wednesday, March 24, 2021
Time:   6:30 P.M.

Any member of the public has the right to appear at the Public 
Hearing.  Please contact the Development Department at 817-441-
7108 or bchew@willowpark.org with any questions.

Posted:  March 09, 2021
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Dallas Cowboy quarterback 
Dak Prescott just signed a con-
tract for $140 million over four 
years. The number could be 
higher depending on incentives. 
He gets $66 million just for 
signing his name to the contract. 
I am a free market, free enter-
prise kind of guy which means if 
that is his value in that market, 
more power to him.

But I think it is fair to ques-
tion our society’s priorities and 
get some perspective on what 
such a deal means. And in many 
ways, the contract makes no 
sense to me.

Here you have an athlete, 
Prescott, coming off of a major 
injury. There is nothing in this 
world to prevent another devas-
tating injury. There is absolutely 
no guarantee that the Cowboys 
will be back in a Super Bowl in 
the next four years, They have 
not been there in 25 years. There 
are about 40 other players on 
an NFL team and a lot has to 

go right, and so much can go 
wrong, in winning a Super Bowl. 

We have a current debate in 
Congress about what to do about 
the economy and COVID and 
what the minimum wage should 
be. It is currently $7.25 hour 
and some want it raised to $15 
per hour. Direct incentive checks 
will be $1,400 per person, with 
some families getting about 
$5,000. A large percentage of 
the population lives paycheck to 
paycheck, just barely getting by.

So let’s do some math. If you 
divide $140 million by four years 
it is $35 Million a year. There 
are 52 weeks in a year, so divide 
$35 million by 52. Prescott will 
be paid $673,076 per week. The 
average work week is supposed to 
be 40 hours so divide $673.076 
by 40. That is $16,901.90 per 
hour for Mr. Prescott.

I don’t begrudge him for get-
ting the money, but why do we 
pay so much in our society for 
an athlete to play a game? Why 
is the football coach usually the 
highest paid person on a college 
campus?

If you go to the Parker 
County website, you will see 
county commissioners and judg-
es making about $150,000 per 
year. County employees who 
perform a great service for us 
citizens make far less. Teachers 
are paid about the same, which 
is not nearly enough. We don’t 

pay police or other first respond-
ers what they are worth. The 
Community News is a valuable 
asset and contributes greatly 
to our local quality of life but 
publisher Randy Keck doesn’t 
exactly get rich doing it. We law-
yers do better than minimum 
wage but most of us are not 
making as much as some would 
think, and what we do has a 
major effect on human lives.

What we pay athletes at this 
level is not unusual in the sports 
world. According to an article 
in The Guardian British news-
paper, the average soccer player 
in The English Premier League 
is more than $4 million a year, 
with top players making even 
more.

At the end of the day, we fans 
pay these salaries one ticket and 
one beer and one hot dog at a 
time. I have gone to Cowboy 
games at AT&T stadium. It is 
quite a spectacle and much 
money is spent. We have created 
this market and determined our 
priorities.

And to be sure I am playing 
Socrates here, just asking ques-
tions and pointing out a few 
things. I know I can’t change 
the world, but I have to say I 
wouldn’t mind having Prescott’s 
youth and talent.

Come to think of it, getting 
paid $17,000 per hour for play-
ing a game sounds pretty good!

Dak Prescott’s contract and 
the minimum wage

Thistles & Roses

Richard Henderson
richard@rahenderson.com

Guest Column

Let government know 
who’s boss

When government fails, it’s the rare 
public official who says, “Oops. My fault.”

That’s human nature, particularly for 
officials in the public eye who may have 
to run for office again. No one wants to 
be held directly responsible for letting 
the public down.

Case in point is the recent catastrophe 
in Texas, when unexpected winter storms 
left four million homes without power, 
ruptured pipes, and tainted the water 
supply for many.  

Texas’ energy grid essentially col-
lapsed. While Texas Gov. Greg Abbott 
was quick to blame frozen wind turbines, 
the cause was much more complex than 
that. To truly understand how things 
went so terribly wrong will require time, 
study, and research.

So, too, with the coronavirus vaccine 
distribution. In this state and others, 
residents are frustrated with the slow 
rollout of vaccines. Is it poor distribu-
tion? Politics? A flawed strategy? These 
are literally matters of life and death.

But how do you get to the truth when 
public officials so rarely step up to take 
direct responsibility for failures?

The answer is public records. And 
public meetings. And access to the infor-
mation that taxpayers deserve.

States throughout the country have 
laws that guarantee access to government 
records and meetings. But the details 
vary widely and there are many statuto-
ry exceptions. New challenges to access 
emerge every year in virtually every state.

The need to fight for government 
transparency is reaffirmed each year 
during Sunshine Week, a national aware-
ness event overseen by the News Leaders 
Association and keyed to the March 16 
birthday of James Madison. The fourth 
president of the United States drafted the 
Bill of Rights – including the guarantee 
of a free press – in 1791.

That journalism connection reflects 
the role news media play in the free flow 
of information, but it unfortunately can 
also leave the public with a sense that 
Sunshine Week reflects the concerns of a 
single industry. 

To the contrary, access to government 
information is critical to every American 
who cares about the quality of his or her 
community, state, and nation. 

It’s important to see government 
employees – including elected officials 
– as the people we hire through our tax 
dollars to do a good job for all of us. If you 
run a business or hire a contractor, you 
wouldn’t hesitate to demand a full under-
standing of how something went wrong. 
That should be exactly our relationship 
with government.

Getting that information, though, 
requires public meetings where residents 

Ken Paulson
Ken.Paulson@mtsu.edu

Turn to PAULSON, page 5

https://www.newsleaders.org/sunshine-week-about,
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Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

KIMBERLY MEYER, ABR, CRS, GRI
REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com
4500 Hartwood Dr, Fort Worth, TX 76109-1840
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
Global Luxury Specialist

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Operated by a subsidary 
of NRT, LLC

Divorce, Custody, Collaborative Law, 
Adoption, Mediation, Assisted Reproduction, 

Wills, White Collar Crime, Government Investigations

401 Pitchfork  Trail, Suite 705, Willow Park, Texas 76087
Telephone: 817.548.5643  Fax: 817.719.9408

Gaydosduffer.com

Lauren Gaydos Duffer  |  Larry Gaydos  |  Brooke M. Wilson  |  Courtney Harbaugh Walker

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas 
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive 

Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity! 
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

215 Mesquite St. * Aledo, Texas 76008* 817-378-4423

*Livestock Feed
*Pet Food
*Bagged Fertilizer
*Salt Products
*Deer Feeders

Monday - Friday 
8:00am to 5:30pm 

Saturday  
8:00am to 12:30pm 

Mike Tandy
Owner

In Business Since 1996

TANDY 
METAL BUILDINGS & 

FENCING

Mobile: 817.925.5843

Weld up • Bolt up • Horse Barns  • Welding
Custom Pipe Fencing • Fencing • Metal Homes

www.tandymetalbuildings.com

1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662
24-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $4524-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $45
Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)

We have lots of room 
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

Kim Hanlon
Escrow officEr

officE: 817.441.5423
cEll: 817.825.3520
fax: 817.441.5639
E-mail: KHanlon@asrkfgroup.com

“You’ll appreciate the difference.”

Kim Hanlon
Escrow officEr

officE: 817.441.5423
cEll: 817.825.3520
fax: 817.441.5639
E-mail: KHanlon@asrkfgroup.com

“You’ll appreciate the difference.”

Fidelity National Title®

Office: 
Fax:

817.441.5423
817.585.4815

1604 8th Ave • Fort Worth, TX 76104
You’ll appreciate the difference.

Escrow officEr

khanlon@fidelity8thavenue.com

Kim Hanlon

709 N FM 1187, Suite 800, Aledo
817-732-7665 · 817-441-8100

www.fortworthcustompools.org
fortworthcustompools@msn.com

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

Business Cards

Many entities to continue 
requiring them

While Gov. Gregg Abbott has 
lifted the statewide mandate to 
wear a mask in public and allowed 
all businesses to operate at full 
capacity, many businesses, schools 
and other entities say they will 
continue to require that masks be 
worn. Abbott issued the order last 
week, effective March 10.

“With the medical advancements 
of vaccines and antibody therapeu-
tic drugs, Texas now has the tools 
to protect Texans from the virus,” 
Abbott said. “We must now do more 
to restore livelihoods and normalcy 
for Texans by opening Texas 100 
percent.” He urged Texans to take 
responsibility for themselves when 
it comes to wearing masks and fol-
lowing other health safety practices. 

Political leaders in several of the 
state’s largest cities criticized the 
decision. Houston Mayor Sylvester 
Turner tweeted, asking (and answer-
ing for himself) whether Abbott’s 
move was “an attempt to deflect from 
the winter storm systemwide state 
leadership failure. Yes.” San Antonio 
Mayor Ron Nirenberg urged resi-
dents to join him in continuing to 
wear a mask, a sentiment echoed 
by Austin Mayor Steve Adler and 
Dallas County Judge Clay Jenkins.

Meanwhile, the Texas Education 
Agency revised its health guidance 
policies, saying that “local school 
boards have full authority to deter-
mine their local mask policy.” Many 
of the state’s college campuses 
announced they would continue to 
require that masks be worn, includ-
ing The University of Texas, the 
Texas A&M University System, 
Texas Tech, Southern Methodist 
University, and others.

Several large retailers announced 
they would continue to require 
customers to wear masks, includ-
ing Walmart, Target, Costco and 
Whole Foods. Grocery retailer 
H-E-B will  “strongly encourage” 
they be worn, according to a com-
pany statement, and employees 
will continue to wear masks. HEB 
president Scott McClelland told the 
Houston Chronicle that antagonis-
tic customers have caused nearly 
2,000 in-store incidents regarding 
masks at Houston stores alone. He 
said customers not wearing a mask 
would be asked to do so, and an 
employee would offer them a mask if 
they didn’t have one. Store employ-
ees will not escalate the situation if a 
customer refuses, he said.

In the wake of Abbott’s 
announcement, the Texas Supreme 
Court removed requirements that 
most court proceedings in the state 
be held remotely and gave judges 
the authority to require masks and 
social distancing. It encouraged 
judges to hold trials remotely. 

Texas getting more than 1 
million COVID-19 vaccine 
doses this week

More than 1 million COVID-
19 vaccine doses are shipping this 

week to providers across the state, 
a significant increase from previous 
weeks. That’s largely due to near-
ly a quarter-million doses of the 
new Johnson & Johnson vaccine 
coming to Texas. The single-dose 
vaccine began shipping last week. 
As of Sunday, more than 4.2 million 
Texans had received at least one 
dose and 2.319 million were fully 
vaccinated. That means about 22 
percent of the state’s population has 
gotten at least one dose. Teachers 
and school staff have been added 
to the list of those eligible for one 
of the three vaccines being offered.

COVID-19 cases drop, 
deaths increase in past 
week

The number of new COVID-19 
cases reported in Texas in the past 
week dropped to 43,328, accord-
ing to the Coronavirus Resource 
Center at Johns Hopkins University 
of Medicine. That’s down 22 per-
cent from the previous week and 
down nearly 73 percent from the 
record high of 158,922 recorded the 
week of Jan. 10. However, recorded 
deaths in Texas rose to 1,730, up 17 
percent from the previous week. 
Hospitalizations for lab-confirmed 
COVID-19 patients totaled 4,921, 
down from the record high of more 
than 14,000 during the week of 
Jan. 11. 

School districts not  
penalized for high  
absences, remote learning

The Texas Education Agency 
announced last week that it will 
“hold harmless” school districts 
that have seen attendance declines 

because of the pandemic, as long 
as they at least maintain cur-
rent levels of in-school learning. 
Districts will be funded on atten-
dance projections made before the 
pandemic, allowing them to retain 
teachers who might have faced lay-
offs because of lower enrollment. 
The state’s top leaders announced 
their support for the hold-harm-
less provision in a March 4 press 
release. 

Teens urged to buckle up

Car wrecks are the leading cause 
of death among teenagers, and 
41% of Texas teen drivers killed in 
2019 weren’t wearing a seat belt. 
That’s why the Texas Department 
of Transportation is conducting a 
“Teen Click It or Ticket” campaign 
in March. TxDOT is sending out 
safety messages via social media, 
TV, radio and digital media.

“Due to their limited driving 
experience, teens are far more sus-
ceptible to being in a crash,” said 
TxDOT Executive Director James 
Bass. “Far too many of these crash-
es are deadly because of the failure 
to buckle up. Wearing a seat belt 
is the single most effective thing 
you can do to protect yourself in a 
crash. Click it and be safe.”

Gary Borders is a veteran award-win-
ning Texas journalist. He published a 
number of community newspapers in 
Texas during a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. Email: 
gborders@texaspress.com.

Capital Highlights

Mask mandate ended March 10

Gary Borders
gborders@texaspress.com

can ask questions. It also means 
access to the documents that led to 
a poor decision. Words on paper can 
be much more forthright than the 
dissembling of politicians.

It’s critical that we hold govern-
ment accountable, for better or worse. 
(It’s also important to acknowledge 
when government leaders are doing 
a good job.) 

How can you help? I have two 
suggestions.

First, keep doing exactly what 
you’re doing at this moment. Read 
and support your local newspaper. 
Local journalists, more than anyone 
else, will stand up for your right to 
information. Facebook will not be 
going toe-to-toe with your mayor.

Second, when you believe gov-
ernment isn’t doing its job, demand 
an explanation. Ask to see the doc-
uments. Attend public meetings. 
And above all, support legislative 
efforts to make government more 
transparent.

It’s too easy for officials who have 
failed us to point fingers, blame the 
media, and wait for their side of 
the partisan fence to rally to their 
defense. We deserve better. We all 
pay taxes to support the work of gov-
ernment. We should get our money’s 
worth.

Ken Paulson is the director of the Free 
Speech Center at Middle Tennessee 
State University, a lawyer and a for-
mer editor-in-chief of USA Today.

PAULSON
from page four
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

877-216-9286

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O� er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

ENJOYING A
NEW SHOWER

IS EASIER THAN
YOU THINK

*O�er valid only while supplies last. Limit one per household. Must be first time purchase. Minimum spend amount applies. 
Financing subject to third party credit approval. Some financing options cannot be combined with other o�ers and may require 
minimum monthly payments. All o�ers subject to change prior to purchase. See AmericanStandardShowers.com for other 
restrictions and for licensing, warranty, and company information. CSLB B982796; Su�olk NY: 55431H;NYC:HIC 2022748-DCA. 
Safety Tubs Co. LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.

NE
W

SHOWER DESIGN ENJOYING A

FREE IN-HOME
DESIGN CONSULTATION

CALL TODAY

150 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

newshowerdeal.com/aledo | 855-509-0347

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

Power your home, save 
money and be prepared 
for utility power outages 
with the PWRcell, a solar + 
battery storage system.

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

A Smarter 
Way to 
Power 
Your Home. 

ACT NOW
TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL 
OFFER!*
(877) 522-6133

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

(877) 522-6133

*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
**Financing available through authorized 
Generac partners.
Solar panels sold separately.

Auto – Home – Life

Business – Legal Shield

705 N FM 1187
P O Box 967

Aledo, Texas 76008
www.doylemoss.com

817-441-9053
fax 817-441-7145

We represent:
• Germania
• State Auto
• Allstate
• Progressive
• Safeco
• and many others

Serving Aledo, Parker County and Texas

Doyle Moss
doyle@doylemoss.com

Linda Moss
linda@doylemoss.com

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
DAILYDAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
• LASER THERAPY
• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
• ONCOLOGY
• ENDOSCOPY 

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. and Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc:817-441-2425 • Fax: 817-441-2491
www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747
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4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087
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James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747
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Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com
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Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com
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4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

Jim Martin
REALTOR®

Owner – MartinLandSales.com

5600 E. I-20 Service Rd S
Willow Park, TX 76008

Ofc:  817.441.2102
Fax:  817.441.2511

Cell:  817.538.6846
Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com  

Signings

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Trinity Christian Academy linebacker Jake Povero signed to play football at Hendrix College on 
Thursday, March 4. Shown are (from left) Kay Turner, Shannon Clemons, and Jake, Marc, Faye, 
and Donald Povero.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Trinity Christian Academy quarterback Ryan Hollingsworth signed to play football at Hendrix 
College on Thursday, March 5. Shown (from left) are Rebecca and Shawn Younger; and Ryan, 
Jennifer, Russ, and Cade Hollingsworth.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo Ladycat third-baseman Presley Hull throws out a Brewer batter as pitcher Jenna 
Austin  ducks in JV action at White Settlement on Tuesday.
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Matt Morris
817-529-5325 

matt@gusbates.com

Proud to 
Support the Aledo 

Bearcats

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra 
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affi liate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affi liated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments. 

817-732-4419
www.sarahmorrisdds.comEMPLOYEE BENEFITS, PROPERTY & CASUALTY, 

RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES
FAMILY DENTISTRY WHERE HONESTY & INTEGRITY MATTER!

State of the Art Sterilization Room
Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening

Massage Chairs and HDTV
Water Purification System

2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 · Fort Worth, TX 76116

SOFTBALL

Hot bats carry Ladycats through the week
55 runs scored in six 
games
Staff Reports
The Community News

The Aledo Ladycats’ hot bats car-
ried them to five wins and one loss 
over the last week, including a 12-1 
district-opening win at Brewer on 
Tuesday.

At Brewer, Macy Graf led off with 
a walk and scored when Marissa 
Powell doubled on a grounder to 
left field. Powell made it to third 
base on a sacrifice ground ball by 
Madysen Boutwell and then scored 
when Texas Ray’s two-out ground 
ball was bobbled and she reached 
first on an error.

Brewer got one run back in the 
bottom of the first to make the score 
2-1, Aledo.

Ladycats continued to cross the 
plate in the top of the second inning.

Maddy Jarvis started the inning 
by reaching second base on a Brewer 
error. She advanced to third base 
when Audrey Pearce singled, and 
scored when Graf grounded out to 
third. Pearce advanced to third base 
on the play.

Pearce scored on yet another 
Brewer error when Powell hit the 
ball to third. Powell ended up in 
scoring position at second on the 
play and reached third base when 
catcher Morgan Brown ground-
ed out to short. She scored when 
Boutwell hit a single to left field.

Boutwell advanced to third when 
Ray hit a two-out line drive that 
was mishandled by the Brewer third 
baseman, and scored when Claire 
Byars doubled to right field, putting 
Aledo up 6-1 with two outs and two 
runners in scoring position, setting 
the stage for Kayleigh Smith to clear 
the bases with a home run to right 
field, and Aledo ended the top of the 
second inning up 9-1.

The Lady Bears went down in 
order in the bottom of the dining.

Aledo padded their lead with two 
more runs in the top of the third. 
Powell scored from third base with 
two outs when Boutwell reached 
base on a Brewer error. Ray was 
then hit by a pitch, which loaded the 
bases. Brown scored on a fielder’s 
choice to put Aledo up 11-1 in the 
third inning.

In the top of the fourth Smith hit 
her second home run of the game, 
this time a lead-off homer to center 
field.

Aledo scored eight of their 12 
runs with two outs.

Tourney
Last week the Ladycats compiled 

a 4-1 record at the Coppell/Marcus 
tournament, March 4-6.

They started the tournament 
with a 7-1 win over Marcus. The 
‘Cats scored three runs in the top 
of the second: Boutwell and Ray 
scored when Reagan Davis reached 
base on an error and Rhett Gabbert 
scored on a Pearce single.

Aledo added three more runs 
in the third: Boutwell scored on a 
passed ball; and then Ray and Davis 
scored on another Pearce single. 
Aledo’s last run came on a homer 
by Brown.

The ‘Cats fell to Lubbock 
Coronado on the same day but came 
back to defeat Mansfield 6-1, Cedar 
Hill 14-1, And North Side 12-3. 
Boutwell had a home run in the 
Cedar Hill game. Marissa Powell, 
Kaylee Lucas, and Nathalie Touchet 
had home runs in the game.

On the pitching side, Kayleigh 
Smith took the wins in the Marcus, 
Mansfield, and Brewer games. 
Touchet had the win in the Cedar 
Hill game, and Jenna Austin had the 
win against North Side.

The Ladycats are 1-0 in district 
and 10-2 overall.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Nathalie Touchet, Kaylee Lucas, and Marissa Powell each had home 
runs in Aledo’s 12-3 win over North Side in the final game of the 
Coppell/Marcus tournament on March 6.

SOFTBALL

Meeting 
the 
Ladycats
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The Aledo Ladycats have jumped 
out to a 10-2 record this season with 
the blessing of having both youth 
and experience on the team.

The ‘Cats lost only one senior 
from last season, returning every-
one else.

And in the “everyone else” are 
only two seniors.

“Moving into the season, we 
still have our ace Kayleigh Smith 
( junior) and another dominant 
pitcher, Nathalie Touchet (sopho-
more),” said Head Coach Heather 
Myers. “And then behind the plate, 
we’ve got Morgan Brown, who’s 
a senior. She’s been our starting 
catcher since her freshman year.”

Other experienced players 
include third baseman Madysen 
Boutwell ( junior), shortstop Macy 
Graf ( junior), and centerfielder 
Marissa Powell ( junior).

All of those listed have been 
starters since their freshman year. 
Graf has already committed to 
Mississippi State.

Morgan is seen as the primary 
leader on the field.

“She sees the whole field because 
she’s the catcher,” Myers said. “She’s 
our go-to, but she also has a vast 
knowledge of the game. She’s a 
calming force behind the plate.”

And the left side of the infield 
will be especially challenging to 
opposing teams.

“The left side of our field is pret-
ty dominant when when those two 
[Boutwell and Graf] are there. I 
feel like it gives a little peace to the 
pitchers, because I always tell my 
pitchers to pitch to contact and let 
your defense work for you.”

Other returning players include 
Audrey Pearce (senior), Hannah 
Pack ( junior), Caitlin Beaty 
( junior), Reagan Davis (sopho-
more), Kaylee Lucas ( junior), Rhett 
Gabbert ( junior), and Texas Ray 
(sophomore).

With so many returning play-
ers on the varsity, there was little 
room to bring up any of last year’s 
JV players, but three made it to 
the roster, sophomores Claire Byars, 
Presley Hull, and Jenna Austin.

“Claire has stood out. She’s 
earned herself a lot of playing time 
so far and she’s continuing to be 
a standout on the field and at the 
plate,” Myers said. “If she contin-
ues to be as strong offensively and 
defensively as she has done so far, 
she could very well earn a starting 
position this season.”

Being in a new district makes 
it difficult to know what exactly to 
look for.

“Granbury is going to be compet-
itive, they have a very strong pitcher; 
and then Azle’s always going to be 
competitive, and Brewer is scrappy. 
You can’t ever count Brewer out 
for anything,” Myers said. “We have 
to approach every team with the 
mindset that we’re going to have to 
compete. We don’t get any days off.

“We have a very talented team 
with 17 talented individuals, and 
they’re working hard day in and day 
out. And I’m eager to see how this 
all pans out.”

BASEBALL

Bearcats pick up three wins in 
tournament action

Staff Reports
 The Community News

The Aledo Bearcats baseball team won three 
games and tied one during the DFW CLASH 
Tournament March 5-6.

The ‘Cats began the tournament on Friday 
morning against Denton Guyer in a game that 
ended in a tie.

Aledo got on the scoreboard early, scoring 
two runs in the top of the first inning on a 
home run by Creed Willems, driving in Zach 
Harrison.

The game was scoreless until the bottom 
of the third, when Guyer scored a run, leaving 
Aledo ahead 2-1.

The Bearcats scored their other two runs in 
the top of the fourth inning Sam Sisk started 
the inning by being hit by a pitch. Estevan 
Flores put down a sacrifice bunt that moved 
Sisk to second, and Sisk got to third base on 
a hard single to right field by Keaton Laidley. 
Max Belyeu singled, scoring Sisk and Laidley.

Carter Shands got the shutout for Aledo in 
the second game Friday against Forney, which 
Aledo won 3-0. The Bearcats scored a run in 
the bottom of the first when Belyeu scored 
from third on a Forney Error. The ‘Cats scored 
another run in the fourth when Sisk scored 
from third on a single by Ethan Nawrocki. The 
‘Cats’ final run came on a single by Willems, 
scoring Belyeu.

On Saturday the Bearcats took a 7-2 win over 
Wakeland. Again scoring early, the Bearcats put 
two runs on the board in the bottom of the first 
inning. Gabe Baker, pinch running for catcher 

Willems, scored from second base on a Nolan 
Garcia line-drive single to right field. Hunter 
Rudel scored when Parker Stegall singled to 
left field.

Wakeland tied the game in the top of the 
second, 2-2, but in the top of the third Willems 
hit a lead-off home run. Another run came in 
when Stegall doubled, allowing Garcia to score.

In the next inning, the Bearcats continued 
the two-run inning pattern, with Belyeu scoring 
on a Willems single and Harrison tagging and 
scoring on a fly out to right field.

Up 6-2, the Bearcats scored their final run 
in the bottom of the fifth. Garcia scored when 
Bridger Wilson doubled on a fly ball to left field.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo catcher Creed Willems blasted two home runs in the past week. He is shown earlier in the 
season.

Turn to BASEBALL, page 8
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The Center is proud to welcome, 
Talha Riaz, MD

He is seeing patients at our Weatherford and Mineral Wells locations

Medical Oncologist and HematologistMedical Oncologist and Hematologist

Dr. Riaz is excited to be in North Texas where he will be close to his           Dr. Riaz is excited to be in North Texas where he will be close to his           
family and looks forward to helping and providing its community family and looks forward to helping and providing its community 
members with exceptional care. Dr. Riaz and his wife Dr. Bismah members with exceptional care. Dr. Riaz and his wife Dr. Bismah 
Siddiqui are parents to one daughter and are thrilled to be starting their new Siddiqui are parents to one daughter and are thrilled to be starting their new 
chapter in life here.  In his spare time, Dr. Riaz loves to travel with family and chapter in life here.  In his spare time, Dr. Riaz loves to travel with family and 
friends, enjoys music, and is also a huge soccer fan (Fan of Liverpool FC).friends, enjoys music, and is also a huge soccer fan (Fan of Liverpool FC).

HOPE IS HERE
SETTING A NEW STANDARD 

FOR ONCOLOGY CARE

Support services generously provided 
by the Careity Foundation 

FORT WORTH CENTRAL CAMPUS • FORT WORTH SOUTHWEST • ARLINGTON 
WEATHERFORD • BURLESON • GRANBURY • MINERAL WELLS • STEPHENVILLE

NICHOLAS YARROBINO, PA-C | DeETTE VASQUES, DO, FACOG, FACOOG, 
GYNECOLOGIC ONCOLOGY |BRENDA WARNER, NRCMA, |

CHERIE LINCOLN - SURGERY SCHEDULER | TONZA SIMON, NRCMA

WWW.THECENTERTX.COM
817.759.7000

Support Services provided by the 
Careity Foundation

(817) 835-5000
www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or 
attend school in Tarrant, Denton, 

Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St. 

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union 

White’s 
Funeral Home
130 Houston Ave. • Weatherford 

817-596-4811
www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family
serving 

your family
since 1908.
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  Waco tech. sch.
  5  sound repeat in
      Palo Duro Canyon
  6  806 is panhandle
      ____ code
  7  TXism: “never look
      a ____ horse in
      the mouth”
  8  TXism: “woke __
      _ bear” (trouble)
  9  TXism: “changes 
      his mind __  _____  
      as he does socks”
16  “is” south of the
      border
18  “TX Water Safari”  
      on the San Marcos  
      River (2 wds.)
21  “___ an old 
      cowhand . . .”
22  TXism: “you’re puttin’ 
      __  __” (kidding)
23  TXism: “stuffed 
      like a ballot ___”
24  TX ragtime Joplin,   
      et al.
30  this TX submarine
      commander was
      “the Navy’s Audie
      Murphy” (2 wds.)
34  TX “Merry Mex”
      Trevino golfer (init.)
35  TXism: “you’re 
      hanging your  
      ____  __ my line”
      (interfering)
36  TX Wills built the
      Longhorn Ball____
37  highest male voice
39  TXism: “plain as  
      ___  ___  ____  __  
      an eye chart”
43  dry heat bath

  1  in Freestone County
      off highway 84
  2  in TX revolution, 
      soldiers were paid
      with land ______
  3  TXism: “___  ___
      __ in the fi re”
      (in trouble)
  4  outer garment
  9  car cooler (abbr.)
10  TXism: “poured out
      of the ____  ____”
      (alike)
11  6-man football class

44  TXism: “skinny  
      __  _  ____”
45  ret. TX golfer, Elder (init.)
46  stats for an Astro hitter
47  Hawaiian “get-tar”
49  TXism: “he was around  
      when the ____  ___  
      was only sick” (old)
52  Jim ___ Creek
53  h.s. media dept.
54  Duncan family TX ranch
      (hyphenated)

55  this milk 
      snake was 
      fi rst bred at 
      San Antonio Zoo
58  TX singer Lyle
59  “___ the season
      to be jolly . . .”
60  “one,” in Mexico
61  cowboys, but not 
      cowgirls

12  TXism: “he’d pick a
      fi ght with a skunk”
13  church doctrines
14  TXism: “let ‘__  rip!”
15  TXism: “get hold of”
17  “yellows” south of 
      the border
19  “neighbors” south 
      of the border
20  many UNT students
      in fi lm “Necessary
      Roughness”
24  dir. to San Angelo
      from Abilene
25  TXism: “fraidy ___”
26  fed. safety org.
27  TXism: “make hay  
      while ___  ___ shines”

28  TX Sly Stone’s
      “I Want __  ____
      You Higher”
29  TXism: “sawed
      logs”
31  “fi rst” day of 
      Canton trade 
      event (abbr.)
32  female deer

33  TX Bob Phillips:
      “Twenty _____  __
      the Backroads”
38  Little Joe Hernandez  
      hit: “Las _____”
40  TXism: “kemosabe”
41  tall TX tale
42  TXism: “sharp as
      ______  __ catcus”
48  wicked
50  Jim Bowie’s Alamo  
      bed (2 wds.)
51  mild expletive
56  insect dorsal surface
57  TX Ely’s transport as  
      “Tarzan” (2 wds.)
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Kevin Taylor picked up the 
win for the Bearcats on the 
mound, pitching 4.2 innings 
and allowing no runs.

In the final game of the 
tournament, Aledo downed 
Rockwall 4-2. The Bearcats 
picked up two runs in the top 
of the fourth inning. Flores 
doubled, scoring Willems, and 
Belyeu, in as a courtesy runner, 
scored when Taylor singled.

The ‘Cats picked up anoth-
er run in the fifth inning when 
Laidley doubled, scoring 
Baker. The final run came in 
the top of the seventh when 
Ethan Jaques scored on a wild 
pitch.

The winning pitcher was 
Jaxon Simmons, pitching four 
innings and allowing two runs.

The Bearcats have a 5-3-1 
record heading into the Drew 
Medford Classic tournament 
this weekend.

BASEBALL
from page seven

Clay busters bring 
home medals from 
Ellis County event

Special to The Community 
News

The Aledo Clay Busters 
Youth Shooting Team 
competed in a Scholastic 
Clay Target Program 
Tournament held at the Ellis 
County Sportsman’s Club in 
Waxahachie on Saturday, 
Feb. 27.

Events included compe-
tition in sporting clays and 
skeet. In spite of the fog, 
rain, and mud, Aledo Clay 
Busters finished with great 
results and many personal 
best scores. At the end of the 
day, trophies were earned 
by Brice Bohn, Kendrick 
Swain, Lia Arft, and Scott 
Mason.

ACB had three shoot-
ers finish with scores of 
90 or better out of 100 in 
skeet competition, all rep-
resenting personal bests 
for them. Those shooters 
were Kendrick Swain (90), 
Craig Mason (92), and Scott 
Mason (94). The skeet com-
petition also saw Kendrick 

Swain, Scott Mason, and 
Luke Shelton shoot perfect 
rounds of 25/25.
Medals and Top Ten 
Finishers were:
SKEET
Open Intermediate Entry 
Division
1st: Kendrick Swain

3rd: Brice Bohn

Open Senior JV Division
3rd: Scott Mason

5th: Craig Mason

Ladies Senior JV Division
2nd: Lia Arft

SPORTING CLAYS
Open Intermediate Entry 
Division
1st: Brice Bohn

5th: Tyler Lewis

8th: Kendrick Swain

Open Senior JV Division
7th: Scott Mason (four way 
tie)

Ladies Senior JV Division
5th: Lia Arft

Head Coach David Mason, Kendrick Swain, and Brice Bohn
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CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 •SAT 8-2
WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Are you growing with us?”
Residential & Commercial

817-441-7777

• Topsoils & Custom Soil Blends
• Compost & Mulches
• Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas 
since l986

Pick up or Delivery Available

Infant • Preschool • After School Care

132 El Chico Trail
Willow Park, TX 76087

817-441-1773
SproutsAcademyAledo.com 

匀瀀爀漀甀琀猀
䄀挀愀搀攀洀礀

Infant • Preschool • After School Care

5073 I-20 Service Rd N
Willow Park, TX 76087

817-441-1906
SproutsLearningCenter.net 

匀瀀爀漀甀琀猀
䄀挀愀搀攀洀礀

New Center in 2018 serving the Walsh Ranch area

Learni�  Center

匀瀀爀漀甀琀猀
䄀挀愀搀攀洀礀

132 El Chico Trail, Willow Park
817-441-1773

5073 I-20 Service Rd N, Willow Park, TX
817-441-1906

SproutsLearningCenter.net 

11801 Camp Bowie Blvd, Aledo
817-560-4295

SproutsAcademyAledo.com
sproutsacademypreschool@yahoo.com

Cowtown
Goes 

Green

Irish-Western Parade, Live Music, 
Family Activities & More

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration

Saturday, March 13  10AM-8PM

PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT #11

131 E EXCHANG E AVE 

FORT WORTH, TX 76164

©2021 STOCKYARDS HERITAGE DEVELOPMENT CO.FORTWORTHSTOCKYARDS.COM

@FWSYSTATION

@STOCKYARDSSTATION

2 0 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y

LIBERATOR LLC   ROCKET HEATER
•HYPER-EFFICENT STOVE

•BURNS BOTH PELLETS AND WOOD
•NO ELECTRICITY, NO MOVING PARTS

•100% GRAVITY FED, OFF-GRID

(573) 468-4043
ROCKETHEATER.COM

16250 Old Weatherford Road 16250 Old Weatherford Road •• Aledo, Texas Aledo, Texas
For current Mass Times visit our website at:

www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org
For more information contact the Parish Offi  ce at 817-441-3500

Golf Update
Ladycat golfers competed last week-

end in The Lady Pirate Invitational 
held at Harbor Lakes Golf Course in 
Granbury. The ladies competed against a 
strong field with a Day 1 finish of second 
place. On Day 2, amid an eight-stroke 
deficit, the Ladycats pushed forward 
to take the lead with a four-stroke lead 
to win the tournament. They also took 
fourth and fifth place individually.

The Bearcats Varsity (1) Black golf 
team also competed last weekend in 
Lubbock at The Regional Preview held 
at The Rawls Golf Course home of the 
Texas Tech Golf Teams. Day 1 had its 
challenges with high winds and cold, 
but the Bearcats were able to take a 
third-place position. While Day 2 had 
better wind conditions, the panhandle 
teams made for a tougher challenge. 
Bearcats took third place and a fifth-
place individual standing.

The JV Ladycats took second place 
in the Burleson Centennial Tourney at 
Diamond Oaks on March 9. At press 
time the JV Bearcats were compet-
ing in the Chic-Fil-A Challenge at 
Southern Oaks. Ladycats will compete 
in the Burleson Centennial Tourney at 
Southern Oaks on Friday and Saturday, 
March 12-23.

TOP: The Varsity Players shown at 
The Regional Preview are (from left) 
Wyatt Hudson, Jake Phillips, Tanner 
Smith, Jhett Moore, and Bryce Wolf. 
Coach Joe Roquemore is in the back.

DALIA SMITH/SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Ladycat golfers who competed at the 
Granbury Invitational are (from left) 
medalists Kyla Morales and Madison 
Warner; the winning varsity team of 
Sanaa Lemen, Mallory Miller, Ava 
Forman, and Aly Saunders. Not pictured 
is Ella Fisher. Aly and Ella took 4th and 
5th place individually as well.

JENIFER MILLER/SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Soccer Update
The Aledo Ladycats defeat-

ed Wichita Falls Rider 3-1 on 
Friday, March 5.

Ashlyn Laughley scored 
two of the Ladycats’ goals and 
Kaitlin Barouh scored another. 
Grace Ornelas assisted on all 
three. Emma Davis was select-
ed Player of the Game.

The girls traveled to 
Wichita Falls on Tuesday and 
came back with a 5-0 win. 
Laughley and McKenna 
Vela each had two goals, and 
Caroline Miller had one.

Vela had two assists. 
Barouh, Ornelas, and Miller 
each had one. Barouh was 
selected as Player of the Game.

The Ladycats are now 12-4 
overall and 7-2 in district.

In Bearvats action, Aledo 
fell to Rider 1-5 on Friday, 
March 5, and they lost to 
Wichita Falls High School and 
they lost to Wichita Falls 0-3 
on Tuesday.

Head coach Derek Vierling 
said “Chad Petro played well 
on defense and Danny Sigala 
played well on offense.”

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Taylon Kessler gets a bead on the ball in recent boys soccer 
action.
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Life insurance 
from a real-life 
person.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Get life insurance that comes 
with someone local (me).  
I’m here to help you protect 
your family’s financial future. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708148

Bobby J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX  76008

Bus: 817-441-9966
bobby@bobbyrigues.com

103 W. Church • 817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

Propane Sales 
and Service

On the Square 
in Weatherford

YEARSYEARS
OF PROPANE

1958-2019

FENCE SUPPLY

Wholesale to the Public

1508 Mineral Wells Hwy
Weatherford • 817-841-8577

@DuramexFenceSupplyWeatherford

FENCE SUPPLY
Come and check out our new store!

TENNIS

RacquetCats excel at Chisholm Trail
By Andrea Garnett 
Special to The Community News

The Aledo RacquetCats 
had quite a showing at the 
Chisholm Trail tourna-
ment on Friday, March 5. 
The weather was great and 
so was the tennis that was 
being played. 

First place in A mixed 
doubles went to the A girls’ 
doubles team of Maddie 
Farmer and Allie Farmer.

First Place went to the 
team of Katie Siddons/Ian 
Leslie in A mixed doubles.

Jax Joiner came away 
with second place in boy’s 
A singles.

Third place in girls’ B 
doubles was awarded to 
Payton Bierle andPaige 
Federman; and thrd Place 
in B mixed doubles went to 
the team of Georgia Posey 
and Hogan Posey. Ben 
Farmer was a Consolation 
Finalist n B Singles.

        Aledo was sched-
uled to  travel to Keller on 
Thursday, March 11, for 
the Keller Timbercreek 
tournament.

ANDREA S. GARNETT/SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Jax Joiner was second place in boy’s A singles.

ANDREA S. GARNETT/SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Ian Leslie and Katie Siddons were first place in mixed A 
doubles.

Paige 
Federman and 
Payton Bierle 
placed third 
in girls’ B 
doubles.

Allie Farmer 
and Maddie 
Farmer 
placed first 
in girls’ A 
doubles.

Moritz Chevrolet · Chrysler · Jeep
Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) · 817-696-2000

Moritz Kia · 8501 I-30 · 817-560-6000

Bearcats — Ladycats!Bearcats — Ladycats!

ALL-DISTRICT SOCCERALL-DISTRICT SOCCER

Aledo ISD Aledo ISD 
Clay Shooting TeamClay Shooting Team

Just for
Just for

Kicks!
Kicks!

On Target!On Target!


