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Lifting mask mandate receives mixed reviews, questions

By Randy Keck
The Community News

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott’s deci-
sion to lift all mask mandates in
Texas, and increasing the capacity
of all businesses and facilities to 100
percent, has brought both cheers of
support and expressions of concern
from around the state.

The governor’s order is effec-
tive May 10 (Wednesday), leaving

businesses, school districts, and
other entities scrambling to decide
if they should relax restrictions, or
continue to follow masking and
social distancing recommendations
from the Centers for Disease Control
and medical authorities.

“With the medical advancements
of vaccines and antibody therapeu-
tic drugs, Texas now has the tools
to protect Texans from the virus,”

Abbott said at an event in Lubbock
on Tuesday. “We must now do more
to restore livelihoods and normalcy
for Texans by opening Texas 100
percent. Make no mistake, COVID-
19 has not disappeared, but it is
clear from the recoveries, vaccina-
tions, reduced hospitalizations, and
safe practices that Texans are using
that state mandates are no longer
needed. Today’s announcement does

not abandon safe practices that
Texans have mastered over the past
year. Instead, it is a reminder that
each person has a role to play in
their own personal safety and the
safety of others. With this executive
order, we are ensuring that all busi-
nesses and families in Texas have
the freedom to determine their own
destiny.”

However, medical authorities

across the state, noting new variants
of the COVID-19 virus, have said
they feel the lifting of restrictions is
premature.

Texas Medical Association

President Dr. Diana Fite, quoted
in the Texas Tribune, said, “We are
highly recommending that people

Turn to MASKS, page 3
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Council votes
to annex

Parks of
Aledo Blufts

Approves fireworks contract for
annual Aledo Summer Blast
By Brandi Addison

The Community News

The Aledo City Council unanimously
voted to annex and zone the Bluffs sub-
division on Feb. 25, a major step in the
development process that usually signals
the go-ahead to begin the construction
phase.

Coming 10 months after the final
plats of the Parks of Aledo expansion
were approved, the annexation of the
property ensures the subdivision will
receive City of Aledo first responder
services and standard city services,
including solid waste collection and
maintenance of infrastructure.

The Bluffs subdivision has been
developed to include 202 single-family
residential lots with eight open tracts,
which will be utilized for green space, a
requirement for development. The larg-
est tract of 36 acres will be used for a
mountain biking and hiking trail.

Developer Jim Harris Partners, LLC,
also served as the developer for the
Point Vista subdivision, where it invest-
ed more than $100,000 in mountain
bike trails. The six-mile trail, located on
67 acres of the Point Vista subdivision, is
free and open to the public.

“The open space and trails will be
privately owned and maintained,” city
planner Betty Chew said in a virtual
council meeting last April. “There will be
a mandatory HOA established that will
take care of those.”

Development on the property began
during the late spring. The same build-
ers of the Point Vista subdivision are
contracted to build homes in the Bluffs.

The council also approved a contract
with the Pyro Shows of Texas, who has
been the city’s provider of all fireworks
displays at past events.

The company raised its pricing by
six percent, increasing the city’s expense
from $15,000 to $15,900.

The event is scheduled to begin at 6
p-m. on June 4.

Almost

(above) takes off to get his kite off the ground.

Spring
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The weather was enough like spring on Wednesday for members of the Curious George class at
Aledo United Methodist Church Children’s enrichment Days to go kite flying. Eason Chapman

Fowler dedicated to law

enforcement in the county

Editor’s Note: This story
originally appeared in the 2017
edition of Your Parker County,
published by The Community
News, and written by Rosealee
Hoffman Kertok.

As sheriff of Parker County,
Larry Fowler instituted a num-
ber of deliberate, well-planned

changes to advance the county’s
law enforcement. But his career
in law enforcement, by his own
words, was an accident.

“I was working on a sur-
vey crew in 1963, and I was
asked one day to consider join-
ing the Tarrant County Sheriff’s
Office,” Fowler said. “I thought

so I joined.”

it sounded a whole lot warmer
than being outside all the time,

This was before the days
of a police academy in Fort
Worth, and after two years with
the sheriff’s office, he returned
to his home in Parker County

Turn to CAREER, page 2
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REMEMBERING
LARRY FOWLER

By Randy Keck
The Community News

Larry Fowler was, as much as
anything, an icon for law enforce-
ment in Parker County.

He built bridges between the
Parker County Sheriff’s Office and
other local law enforcement agen-
cies to better protect the residents
of the county.

He had a commendable
career in law enforcement. See
our sidebar story for a look at his
accomplishments.

In the wake of his passing, it is
clear, both having known him and
in speaking with people who did,
that he was highly respected as a
sheriff and lawman.

But in a world where it is dif-
ficult to balance one’s personal
and professional life, he was also
respected as a person.

His daughter Dayna and his
friend Penny Shelton, both Aledo
area residents, shared glimpses of
Fowler that the public rarely got
to see.

“He was literally 10 feet tall and
bulletproof to me,” Dayna said. “It
was almost like he was on a mis-
sion to help as many children as
possible because he had a rough
upbringing. And there were peo-
ple along the way that gave him
a chance and directed him down
the right path instead of the wrong
path.”

Turn to FOWLER, page 5
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and took a job working with the
Weatherford Police Department.
During his time with Weatherford
PD, he furthered his education,
studying criminal justice at Tarrant
County College, and he rose to
the rank of Lieutenant within the
department.

In 1971, Fowler took the step that
would lay the groundwork for the
rest of his career, and was accept-
ed in the United States Marshals
Service. He spent 24 years with the
agency.

“A U.S. Marshal has the same
authority as sheriff, but in 94 judi-
cial areas,” said Fowler. “It gave me a
lot of opportunities I wouldn’t have
had otherwise.”

Fowler worked everything from
narcotics to high-profile white-col-
lar crimes to federal custody escapes
while spending seven years in the
major crimes unit. He also worked
with the Special Operations Unit,
which led to several very memorable
experiences.

“I was a supervisor at Wounded
Knee,” Fowler said, referring to
a 71-day standoff that occurred
in 1973, when members of the
American Indian Movement occu-
pied the town of Wounded Knee,
South Dakota. “There was gunfire
nearly every day. A lot of gunfire.

“We tried to keep a perimeter to
keep people in and supplies out,” he
said. “It was very challenging and a
learning experience for us all. When
we finally negotiated a settlement,
we ended up needing buses because
people from all over the country
were there.”

Fowler also had an eye-opening
experience in Guam, when he par-
ticipated in a 30-day operation to
return Vietnamese citizens back to
their home country.

“There was a camp built with
razor wire, and we had some issues,”
Fowler said. “People were throw-
ing rocks and there was even some

rioting. We found out that some of
the people didn’t even want to go
back.

“We separated them from the
others and got those who wanted to
return on a boat. The funny thing
- well, it wasn’t really funny, but it
stuck with me - was that once they
took off on the boat and got a ways
out in the water, they ran up the Viet
Cong flag.

“It was hard to look at after what
we did for them.”

After that, Fowler returned to his
home district of Fort Worth and was
promoted to Inspector in the mid
1980s. He worked with the Metro
Fugitive Task Force, which included
the Department of Public Safety,
Fort Worth Police Department, and
the marshal’s service.

In 1992, when Los Angeles
erupted into violence following the
beating of Rodney King, Fowler
was among the responders sent to
California to assist.

“There were a lot of fires, it got
pretty crazy out there,” he said. “It
was couple of weeks before it calmed
down.

Fowler stayed with the task force
until his retirement in 1995 at the
required age, 57.

“I finished with the U.S. Marshals
on Friday, and on Monday morning,
I went back to work as the Executive
Director of the Parker County Crime
Commission.”

Fowler spent the next decade
working in various Parker County
agencies, including serving as
Chief Deputy of the Parker County
Sheriff’s Office and a criminal inves-
tigator with the Parker County
District Attorney’s Office.

In 2005, he ran for, and was
elected, the Parker County Sheriff,
bringing a new breed of law enforce-
ment to the office - and setting
the stage for himself to develop the
department into the highly recog-
nized agency it is today.

“There had never been a sher-
iff who had extensive outside
experience,” Fowler said. “And as
luck would have it, I've had a county

judge and commissioners court
members. They've been exceptional
helping me build the sheriff’s office
into what we have today.”

Fowler, who is the longest con-
tinuously serving sheriff in Parker
County, has brought in a number

of changes that have significantly

advanced the department. Together
with then Weatherford Police Chief
Jerry Blaisdell, Fowler put together
the Special Crimes Unit, and he
also put together a fugitive unit

that’s cross trained as United States
Marshals.

“It's a huge force multiplier,”
Fowler said. “And it helps me know
that they’re well trained.”

Fowler also oversaw the expan-
sion of the Parker County Jail,
which can house 448 inmates. The
population in January 2017 was
377 prisoners, 50 of them feder-
al. Fowler negotiated a contract to
house the federal inmates, a pro-
gram which brings more than half a
million dollars a year for the county.
So it is only fitting that in January,
(then) County Judge Mark Riley and
the Parker County Commissioners
Court voted to name the justice cen-
ter, including the jail, after Fowler.
It’s a culmination of 50 years of ser-
vice by Fowler.

“I was taken completely by sur-
prise and a little bit embarrassed,”
Fowler said. “I was so flabbergasted
that I had trouble processing it. I'm
just blown away by the honor.”

Fowler brags on his department
and will be the first to say he hasn’t
made this progress alone. But he also
serves as a role model for a depart-
ment, winning award after award.
In 2008, he was named “Citizen
of the Year” by the Weatherford
Chamber of Commerce, and in
2010, was honored with the pres-
tigious “Peacemaker” award by the
Sheriff’s Association of Texas.

“We preach and teach courtesy
and respect,” Fowler said. “I have a
tremendous staff and I couldn’t do
what I do alone.”

Fowler, who won reelection
again in November 2016, said that
he’ll continue to push for progress
in the department.

“I want to provide, and continue
to provide, a top notch, modern,
up to date law enforcement office,”
Fowler said. “We have several proj-
ects were working on, like doing
law enforcement communications
for the entire county.

“Are we busy? Yes we are. But
that’s the way I like us to be.
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need to follow the science, they
need to follow what the CDC rec-
ommends at this point ... and those
who are [in] the categories that
can get vaccinated need to do that
as soon as possible.”

“Despite the impending remov-
al of the state mask mandate,
we must continue our vigilance
with masking, distancing, and
hand washing,” said Dr. Mark
Escott, Travis County Interim
Health Authority, also quoted in
the Tribune. “These remain crit-
ical in our ongoing fight against
COVID-19”

At the local level, organiza-
tions scrambled to respond to the
announcement.

Dr. Susan Bohn, Aledo ISD
Superintendent, issued a state-
ment to district parents and staff,
saying the district does not yet
have all the information it needs
to examine COVID-19 protocols in
the district.

“Over the course of the next
several days, the Aledo ISD will
consider any updated informa-
tion or guidance from local and
state health officials, the Texas
Education Agency, and the CDC,
Bohn’s statement said. “This
announcement leaves many unan-
swered questions, including what
this means for quarantining guide-
lines, close contact for exposures,
choosing instructional models
and impact on staff, and we want
you to know that we are diligent-
ly working through each question
to update our current health and
safety protocols as soon as possible.

“We are asking all staff and
students to continue to follow our
current COVID-19 safety proto-
cols including social distancing
and wearing face coverings. As we
learn more, we will communicate
with staff, students and families.”

Larry Fowler

Parker County Sheriff
Larry Fowler passed
away at the age of 82 on
February 27,2021, sur-
rounded by his family and
loving wife, Gail Fowler.

He was born June
5, 1938, to Mary Naomi
Durrett-Evans, in
Weatherford, Texas. He
married Gail Williams-
Fowler on June 23, 1990.

Larry is remem-
bered and treasured as
a wonderful husband, father, and
grandfather. He is survived by his
devoted wife Gail, and his children,
Larry Fowler Jr (wife Melody) of
Arlington; Dayna Fowler, of Aledo;
and Larren Park (husband Lou) of
Sarasota, FL; grandchildren Shea,
Cameron, Brennan, and Landyn; and
great-grandson Wilder.

He is preceded in death by his
mother Mary and sister, Corda Rae
Spiva.

Larry is also remembered as a
true friend, a faithful servant, and
an honored Texas lawman. However
he was addressed, he was known
of upstanding character and a true
western gentlemen. He approached
everyone with genuine hospitality, and
every deed with integrity. He never
resigned a task until it was completed
to his satisfaction, and he never aban-
doned an opportunity to improve the
life of another or his community.

Larry proudly served in the United
States Navy working on jet aircraft
aboard the aircraft carrier, the USS
Intrepid for four years and received an
honorable discharge.

In 1963, Larry began a life-long
career in law enforcement. His
moral standards and commitment
to excellence quickly became the
path of every law enforcement officer
who served under him. He served
at Tarrant County Sheriff's Office,
Weatherford Police Department, the
United States Marshals Service, the
Parker County District Attorney’s
Office and was elected Parker County
Sheriff in 2004, where he served until
his untimely death.

He was born to serve his commu-

Larry Fowler

nity and did so beyond the expecta-
tion of his constituents.
He maintained an open
door policy with the pub-
lic and his employees.

Larry truly possessed
a servant’s heart by
dedicating his energy to
numerous local chari-
ties and organizations,
receiving several awards
and recognitions for his
service. He believed the
strength of our communi-
ty lies within the heart of
its volunteers, and he practiced what
he preached. He made certain his
children and his employees followed
suit, paving the way by example. His
word was his oath, which reflected his
ethic — tough yet compassionate. He
directed others to the path less-trav-
eled through his training. The results
were always rewarding in knowing the
correct path was taken, never jeopar-
dizing integrity. He gave credit where
it was due, and his compliments were
always sincere and memorable.

During his tenure as Parker
County sheriff, Larry helped establish
many units, divisions and neighboring
agency collaborations to broaden the
sheriff’s office in new directions to
improve law enforcement services to
the citizens through multiple avenues.

To those who served under him,
he leaves his legacy and traditions.

To his wife, Gail, his children
and his family, he leaves a lifetime of
unfailing love and cherished memo-
ries.

“... Well done thou good and
faithful servant ... enter thou into the
joy of thy Lord.” Matthew 25:21

Visitation will be held from 5:30-
8:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 4, at
North Side Baptist Church, 910 N.
Main Street in Weatherford. Funeral
Service will be held at 10 a.m. on
Friday, March 5, 2021, at North Side
Baptist Church.

In lieu of flowers, donations can
be made to the Children’s Advocacy
Center of Parker County or the charity
of your choice.
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Venton Aubrey Kocurek

Venton Aubrey Kocurek
passed away in Fort Worth,
Texas, on Wednesday,
February 24, 2021, at the age
of 58.

Venton was was born on
July 30, 1962, in Sealy, Texas,
to Johnnie Edward Kocurek
and Gladys Marie Gregory
Kocurek. He has resided in
Fort Worth since 2005.

Venton was a star ath-
lete at Royal High School in
Brookshire, Texas, playing
baseball, football, tennis, and participating in their
band. Following high school graduation in 1980, he
went to Blinn College for one year and then attend-
ed Texas A&M University where he obtained his
Bachelor’s Degree in 1986.

He was a highly intelligent man and had an intense
interest for space, constellations, and NASA, and would
even print the Space Station schedule and would go
outside to watch. He was a design engineer for 17 years
with Lockheed Martin and knew which aircraft was fly-
ing above by strictly the sound alone. His job took him
all over the world where he found his love for traveling.

Venton kept up his musical talent by playing the
guitar and piano nearly every day. In addition to keeping
up with his musical talent, he also kept up with his
athleticism as an avid runner, and helped to coach kids
and his own sons. He was a patient teacher, always
supportive, and was a loyal, dedicated family man, and
a proud father to sons Andrew and Zach. . He also loved
gardening; he could always be found with a smile on his
face and stayed energetic and full of life.

Above all, he was a loving man who loved his fam-
ily greatly and will be deeply missed.

He is survived by his sons, Andrew Kocurek of
Fort Worth, Texas, and Zach Kocurek of Dallas, Texas;
his fiancée, Shelley Bouck of Fort Worth, Texas;
brothers and sisters-in-law, Vernon Kocurek and Gina
of Victoria, Texas, and Johnny Kocurek and Barbara
of New Braunfels, Texas; sister and brother-in-law,
Miranda Hammerling and Roy of Beaumont, Texas; as
well as other loving family members and friends.

The family will receive friends from 6-8 p.m. on
Saturday, March 6, 2021, at the Schmidt Funeral Home
Grand Parkway Chapel in Katy, Texas. A graveside ser-
vice will be held at 2 p.m. on Sunday, March 7, 2021,
at the Pattison Methodist Cemetery in Pattison, Texas,
with Rev. Benjamin W. Lohmer officiating.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorial
contributions be made to the Alzheimer’s Association
at www.alz.org/donate; or to the American Heart
Association at www.heart.org/donate.

Venton Kocurek
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Donna Young

Donna Marie
Laird Young passed
away on Sunday,
February 21, 2021 at
the age of 61.

Donna was
born on December
17,1959, in Fort
Worth, to Van and
Dolores Laird. She
was an Aledo High
School graduate of
the class of 1978.
She married the
love of her life, Rick Young, on May 21, 1982
and they were married for 38 wonderful
years.

Together they raised their two amazing
sons, Garrett and Wyatt Young. She loved her
family more than anything in this world.

Donna was an Aledo icon and was very
involved in every aspect of the Aledo com-
munity. She attended church and bible stud-
ies regularly at the Parker County Cowboy
Church. She loved Aledo Bearcat sports, but
especially Bearcat football! She attended
every single game that her two sons played
from pee-wee all the way to state champi-
onships.

Donna was known as “Aunt Donna”
to so many people and she will always be
remembered that way. She wore a big beau-
tiful smile everywhere she went and always
greeted you with a warm hug. Donna never
met a stranger and she made everyone feel
like a part of the family. Donna will be greatly
missed by all who knew and loved her.

She is survived by her parents, Van
and Dolores Laird; sister, Drinda Beckham;
husband, Rick Young; two sons, Garrett Laird
Young and Wyatt Beck Young; daughter-in-
law, Shannon Klumpp; several nieces and
nephews and great nieces and nephews.

A funeral service will be held at 11 a.m.
on Saturday, March 6, 2021, at the Aledo
Bearcat Football Stadium, 1000 Bailey Ranch
Road, Aledo.

Flowers and donations may be sent
to White's Funeral Home, 130 Houston Ave.
Weatherford, Texas 76086. The burial will be
at Aledo Cemetery following the service and
is open to all family and friends.

The family asks that everyone wear
bright, happy colors in remembrance of
Donna.

Donna Young
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Bridge Class helps close gap between pre-K and kindergarten

By Melissa Winn
Special to The Community News

Imagine standing on one
side of a body of water trying
to get to the other side with-
out a bridge.

Now imagine a 5-year old
looking at that same prob-
lem but instead of water,
the gap they are looking to
get over is knowledge and
maturity.

Realizing that sometimes
pre-kindergarten classes
aren’t enough and that those
children with summer birth-
days may not be ready just
yet for kindergarten, Trinity
Christian Academy created
a Bridge Program to help.

Started in the 2018-19
school year, it was borne
out of a need from parents
who enrolled their children
in pre-K at TCA who want-
ed to continue at the school
and not necessarily have to
repeat a pre-K class.

“The challenge was to
provide a way to keep those
children in our program
who just needed that time
to mature and develop their
skills to be able to continue
to progress in our elemen-
tary program,” Elementary
Principal Dr. Steven Newby
said. “Their only options -
until we offered the Bridge
Program - was to move their
child somewhere else, which
they did not want to do or
have them repeat [pre-K],
which was not the best edu-
cationally for their child.”

Julie Davis holds a mas-
ter’s in curriculum and
instruction in early child-
hood education and teaches
the class. She said programs
like the one at TCA are
becoming increasing

popular and are sometimes
referred to as “transition-
al kindergarten,” or TK for
short.

“In these programs, there
is a total merge between tra-
ditional pre-K objectives,
curriculum and learning
outcomes and kindergarten
objectives,” she said, adding
that TCA’s program is for
students who have already
attended a traditional pre-K
program, at the school or
elsewhere.

After touring different
surrounding schools that
offer a similar program,
Davis said the idea began to
develop a program that was
made for 5-year olds.

“In the beginning, it was
somewhat of a step of faith if
we would have enough stu-
dents to fill a full classroom
but each year, we have had
tremendous interest in the
program,” she said.

Davis explained that in
almost all cases, Bridge stu-
dents are those who have a
summer birthday and are
usually the youngest stu-
dents in their grade level.
She said when the age limit
was legislated so that kinder-
gartners be 5 by September
1, it was when school didn’t
start until after Labor Day.
Now, school starts in August
so those children with a late
summer birthday, they are
barely 5 or sometimes even
still 4.

“When you compare this
with other students in the
same class who will start
turning 6 in September
or early fall, we find that
these kiddos with summer
birthdays are almost a full
year younger than some of

their peers,” Davis said. “The
Bridge class allows [the
younger children] a full
extra year of development...
and allows them to then be
the oldest in their grade”

The curriculum still
covers the basics to ensure
there is a strong foundation
in fundamental skills but
it moves much faster and
incorporates a lot of kinder-
garten objectives.

“We have a much meatier
academic focus,” Davis said.
“Students have the oppor-
tunity to learn more formal
reading and writing skills.”

In addition to learning
letters and sounds, Davis
said students begin sight
words, word families and
each week, they have a read-
er to take home in addition
to book bags that are kept in
class they are reading on a
daily basis.

The math portion focus-
es more on numeracy skills
with higher order thinking,
she said, and centers on lon-
ger units, which allows more
in-depth study on concepts
and incorporates hands-on
learning.

Even though the focus
in on academics, Davis said
the program also helps with
social and emotional devel-
opment as well.

“We don’t neglect that
many of these Kkids are
very young and still need
addition time to develop
social and emotional skills,”
she said. “We do centers,
small ground instruction
and instructional practices
that allow for more social
growth.”
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Denise Smalley, TCA’s
Early Childhood Coordinator,
said the biggest benefit of the
program is time.

“It helps each child dis-
cover the joy of learning and
helps to develop a strong
belief in their own abilities,
better preparing them to
succeed,” she said. “We have
had nothing but wonderful
feedback regarding students’
experiences and how well they
are prepared for kindergarten
upon leaving the class.”

Davis said the best part
of teaching the class, for her,
is seeing Kkids start to put

concepts together and express
themselves.

“Getting to see them make
those connections if the most
rewarding thing ever,” she
admitted. “This class is like a
puzzle — we give them all the
pieces they need and then we
get to really watch them put it
together.”

Newby said the program
fills up quickly. Enrollment
begins for returning students
in January and then open
ups to the public in February.
Aside from needing to have
taken a pre-K class, there are
no additional requirements to

apply but he encourages par-
ents to contact the school for a
tour and interview.

“The best way to under-
stand about our program is to
see it in action,” he said. “We
are always delighted to have
individuals and families come
for a tour of our facilities with
the opportunity to visit with
the teacher and myself. Our
integrated Christian curricu-
lum, combined with a planned
academic program, provides
an environment where chil-
dren can flourish.”

ALEDO MEDICINE STORE

PHARMACY

621 N. FM 1187, ALEDO, TX

817-441-2702 « FAX: 817-441-2708
Store Hours: M-F 8:30-6:30 « Saturday 9 am-Noon

* Compounding Specialists

Hormone Therapy
Weight Loss

E D Medications
Smoking Cessation
Pain Creams

Compare
our prices with
chain pharmacies
and mail
order

Veterinarian Medications

Herbal Medications
* Nursing Homes
* Assisted Living

Flu
Shots Now
Available

* Medicare Billing for Flu &
Pneumonia Immunizations

HE COMMUNITY NEW,

~————————Serving Eastern Parker County, Texas: Aledo - the Annettas - Hudson Oaks - Willow Park

GENERAC

PWRETD

SOLAR + BATTERY STORAGE SYSTEM

A Smarter
Way to

Power
Your Home.

AN

Power your home, save
money and be prepared
for utility power outages
with the PWRcell, a solar +
battery storage system.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

ACT NOW
TO RECEIVE

(877) 522-6133

*Offer value when purchased at retail.
**Financing available through authorized
Generac partners.

Solar panels sold separately.

with Article 14.13.

Planning and Zoning:

Posted: February 25, 2021

City of Willow Park
Notice of Public Hearing

The City of Willow Park City Council and Planning and Zoning
Commission will hold a public hearing on the matters listed below;

PUBLIC HEARING to consider a request to amend the City of Willow
Park Zoning Ordinance Sec.14.06.014 (a) to permit Auto Body
Repair — Fully Enclosed Shop Area as a permitted use in the “C”
Commercial District Special Use Permit (SUP) required in accordance

Tuesday, March 16, 2021

Time: 6:00 PM

City Council: Tuesday, April 13, 2021

Time: 7:00 PM

Location: City Hall, 516 Ranch House Rd

Willow Park, TX 76087

Any member of the public has the right to appear at the Public
Hearing. Please contact the Development Department at
817-441-7108 or bchew@willowpark.org with any questions.

Proudly serving the great
Southwest for 28 years!

THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING GOMPONENT NEEDS!
* RESIDENTIAL & GOMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
¥ GUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING +* PURLIN & TUBING
* ERSY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
# MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS * POWER TOOLS
# VENTS & SKYLIGHTS * HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
* SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT * INSULATION
* SEALANTS & CLOSURES < GARPORT PACKAGES

GOING"GR

ENERGY EFFICIENT
& LOOKS GREAT!
WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN
MULTIPLE SIZES

817-599-4186 * Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street ® Weatherford, Texas 76087

www.metalmarts.com

i‘g

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331

GENERAL PET WELLNESS
HEALTH CARE
e INTERNAL MEDICINE
e SURGERY

General and Advanced
e RADIOLOGY

Digital including dental
e LASER THERAPY
e Computed Tomography

(CT scan)-NEW!

3713 Fort Worth Hwy
Hudson Oaks, TX 76087

" OPEN 24 HOURS
DAILY

www.lI-20animalhospital.com

e EMERGENCY & CRITICAL
CARE

e COMPLETE IN-HOUSE
LABORATORY

e DENTAL CARE
General and Advanced

e ULTRASONOGRAPHY

e ONCOLOGY

e ENDOSCOPY

Between Exits 415 and 414

TexSCAN Week of
February 28, 2021

ACREAGE

Hunting/investment/recreational property. We
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage.
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down.
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms,
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

CONTRACTORS INSURANCE

Munro Insurance Services LLC — Low Rates —
Instant Certificates. Down payments starting at $199.
(844) 845-4731, businessinsurancemarket.com.

EVENTS

Southeast Texas Boat, Sport & RV Show. March 5-7,
Ford Park, Beaumont, TX. See over 50 brands in 1
location! SETXBOATRVSHOW.COM.

Golden Triangle Home & Garden Show, March
5-6-7, Ford Park, Beaumont, TX. See a multitude
of Home Improvement Professionals in 1 location!
GoldenTriangleHomeAndGardenShow.com.

GENERATORS

GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Schedule your FREE in-home assessment
today. Call 1-855-704-8579. Special financing for
qualified customers.

INTERNET

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo
agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month. Get More For
Your High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle
and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today
1-855-439-5457.

HEATING/WOOD STOVES

Rocket Heaters™ hyper-efficient stove burns

both pellets and wood without electricity. Liberator
LLC — Think Outside the Boxwood Stove!
573-468-4043, smhuddleston@rocketmail.com,
www.rocketheater.com.

MAINTENANCE

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by

Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST,
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-855-901-0467
for details. www.dental50plus.com/txpress. 6118-0219

WANTED

Need Extra Cash — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes —
Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper Pulls.
In Any Area, Any Condition— Old/New, Dirty or Clean!
IPAY CASH. No Title — No Problem, we can apply for
one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network
273 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads
Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or servics advertised. We

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the

Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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FOWLER

from page one

Dayna said her father lived to do
the same for other young offenders
who cole be helped.

“I can’t tell you how many kids
came through,” Dayna said. “Maybe
it was their first arrest, and he knew
that they were going to have a record.
From the time when he was a police
officer, if there was a wayward kid
that just got off the beaten path, he
would bring him home, clean him,
get my mom to help clean him up,
give him a bath, get clothes for him,
she would give him a haircut.

“And he (Fowler) would appear
before a judge and vouch for him
and take responsibility. And that
would give him the second chance
that he needed. He knew in his gut
which ones would walk the straight
and narrow. I think he put the fear
of God in them too.”

Both Dayna and Penny Shelton
spoke of the work Fowler did “behind
the scenes” to help the community.

Shelton, a former Aledo
AdvoCats president, serves on the
board of the Children’s Advocacy
Center of Parker County, and that’s
the link that led her to Larry Fowler.
Fowler’s wife, Gail, is also on that
board.

Shelton said that Gail and
Advocacy Center Executive Board
member Dedra Vick made her feel
welcome.

“They sort of took me under their
wing. And I consider these ladies
mother figures,” Shelton said. “And
then Larry was introduced into the
mix. I got to meet him and just had
a bond with him instantly. And I
just looked to him as well as a father
figure. So we all became very close.”

Shelton said Fowler helped start
the Children’s Advocacy Center.

He came to one of our AdvoCats
functions — a Christmas party about
a year and a half ago, he popped in
with Gail and he tried to get involved
out here and he always supported
the different events that happened
in the community,” Shelton said.
“But really, we were more friends.
We would go to lunch, I would go
to their house visit with them. I just

can’t say enough great things about
this guy.

Dayna Fowler also spoke of his
passion for the community.

“He did a lot of things behind
the scenes, philanthropic things,”
Dayna said. “He didn’t always want
the credit for stuff, he just wanted
to help people, and especially at
Christmas time, he was big on needy
kids.

“There was one kid a few years
ago that desperately wanted a bike.
Dad took him to Walmart and he
got him that bike for Christmas.”

In addition to children, Fowler
also loved animals.

“I think everybody in the county
knows how he feels about animals,”
Dayna said. The cases that were the
hardest for him, in my opinion, were
abused children and abused ani-
mals. And he would go after those
with a vengeance to try to bring
whoever to justice.”

Shelton said much the same
thing:

“Whatever he said he was going
to do he did it. He was unwavering
in his love for children and animals.
I mean, he was reliable, loyal, direct.
He was a very get-it-done man, but
also have the kindest heart, would
do anything for anyone.”

Work Ethic

Both ladies also
Fowler’s work ethic.

A few years ago, Fowler had a
lung transplant, but that didn’t stop
him from working.

“He could run that department
on his cell phone, even if he wasn’t
feeling good,” Dayna said. “I want
to say it’s muscle memory because
some of his deputies would come
out to the house and get him up to
speed on whatever case they were
working on that kind of stuff. It
didn’t really matter how he felt, he
was like ‘what’s going on with that
case?” And he was working right up
till the end.”

“He did not let anything, keep
him from going into the office,
Shelton added. “He never rested.
I mean, he had that radio on, he
wanted to be in the loop of every-
thing going on and, and help. Any

respected

time of the day or night, he would
still go to the office.

“I've just continued to be amazed
by him because he didn’t let that any
kind of pain that he may have been
going through stop him.

Dayna said he loved Parker
County.

“He was born here and raised
here and so this was such a big deal
and honor for him to be sheriff in his
hometown.”

Fowler was something of an
enigma in that he had a somewhat
gruff voice, and was no-nonsense
when it came to business.

“He wanted justice to be served.
And he was compassionate, yet
strong,” Shelton said. “You knew
where you stood with him. He didn’t
just pretend to like you, but he really
didn’t show that if he didnt. You
knew he didn’t mince words. I mean,
you knew what he said was what he
meant. And there was no guessing
game with him.”

“Dad is the most bad-ass person
I've I've ever known in my life,
Dayna said. “But the big thing that
I think most people don’t know
about him — he was a marshmallow.
Because he really was.”

That humanity came through in
Dayna’s life as a daughter.

“He was just he was dad to us,”
Dayna said. “And there was never a
time that I called him for counsel or
for whatever, that he didn’t pick up
that phone. It didn’t matter if he was
in a meeting. He would pick up that
phone and my nickname was always
Clyde.

“He said, ‘what’s up Clyde, what’s
going on?” And I'm going to miss
that. This is the first time in my
entire life I have not been able
to pick up the phone and call my
father”

Although a public figure, Dayna
said Fowler worked to keep family
life private.

“We all kept a low profile because
that was dad’s domain. He was a
family man, he loved us. And that’s
the thing that I think has gotten kind
of lost in a lot of this. He was a great
public servant. And I'm so proud of
him, everything he accomplished.

But man, he was just dad to us, and
Paw to his grandkids.

“He always very supportive of
whatever me and [brother] Larry
wanted to do. But he was for me
personally. And his granddaughter,
my niece, Shea, our music. That’s
the thing that the three of us bonded
so much over. And he loved to come
to hear us sing.

“He wasn't always there grow-
ing up. I didn’t understand that
growing up, but when I got older,
I understood what motivated him
and what drove him — he was all
about keeping the citizens of Parker
county safe, which was so important
to him. It was almost like he wanted
to save as many people as possible,
he wanted to get the criminals off
the street. But then he also took
notice, if there was somebody that
just needed some support.”

As a parent, Fowler wanted to
provide for his children but also
teach them self-sufficiency.

“He said, ‘you know, Clyde, I can
crack a door open for you. But you
got to kick it down,” Dayna said. He
wanted to give us the opportunities
he didn’t have growing up. But he
was very firm in that he can make
introductions or network but we
have to prove ourselves. There was
nothing given to us on a silver plat-
ter other than an opportunity.”

One funny story involved
chickens.
“That man loved chickens,”

Dayna said. “I hated them because
they would get in the rafters of the
barn above my horses’ stalls. They
would poop on my horse’s back and
on the boards of the stall. And who
do you think had to scrape it off? I
would be so mad. ‘T hate your chick-
en. He’s like, ‘Yeah, but you loved

29

the eggs.

“I'm proud of his career,” Dayna
continued. I'm proud of all he’s
accomplished. But I'm more proud
that he started out so rough in life
and look at what he turned into. I'm
here to tell you, Larry Fowler — he
gets five gold stars. It’s five badges
on his chest. He wasn’t big for acco-
lades, but he truly tried to save as
many people as he could.

Moving forward

Doing what’s right for the county
is a theme that was emphasized by
County Judge Pat Deen.

“The day I won the election, he
called me the next day. And we talk-
ed about strategy,” Deen said. “And
we talked about working together
and met on a regular basis before
I got sworn in, and the day I got
sworn in, we met and talked about
various things and, and got a good
working relationship.

“We didn’t always agree, but we
certainly had a great deal of respect
for each other and worked very well
together. And we had some very
good projects we were working on
— trying to continue increasing pay
to stop the turnover of training offi-
cers going to other departments and
felt very successful in doing that
with him.”

Deen said they were also success-
ful in redeploying officers within the
department to get response times
down.

“And he was very committed to
that,” Deen said. “I can’t say enough
about him from genuinely doing
what was right for Parker County.
At the end of the day, his heart bled
Parker County. It was a joy working
with him. He had the respect of
everybody around him and other
departments and other public safety
entities. And I grew professionally
because of the work and relation-
ships that we've had. And I'll take
that with me for the time that I'm
with the county.”

Deen said an interim sheriff
will be appointed by Parker County
Commissioners Court, but a time-
line is not set.

“It’s just depending on what
the direction of the commission-
er’s court wants to go, whether we
appoint immediately or whether we
conduct interviews,” Deen said. “I
think that we're in a good position
right now with the leadership that
we have in hand. The focus and
priority of public safety in Parker
County will continue. And the leg-
acies and leadership that he has left
here will continue long, long after
this.”

Henry Perez

PEREZ SERVICES

INC.

Build Your Foundation Right
The First Time

¢ Concrete Work
Color Stain, Stamped
Concrete in all
Designs & Patterns

432.209.1154 » hperezconstruction@yahoo.com

Bobby J Rigues, Agent
411FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX 76008
Bus: 817-441-9966
bobby@bobbyrigues.com

1708148

Contractors Insurance

We make sure that we always put our clients first.

DOWN PAYMENTS STARTING AT $199
* Low Rates - Instant Certificates

Munro Insurance Services LLC
CALL TODAY (844) 845-4731

businessinsurancemarket.com

¢ Excavation, Dirt Work

¢ Driveways, Ramps, Curbs
¢ Foundations

¢ Retaining Walls

Life insurance
from a real-life
person.

Get life insurance that comes
with someone local (me).

I’'m here to help you protect
your family’s financial future.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

o StateFarm’

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

wewrone. ROCKET HEATER

*HYPER-EFFICENT STOVE
*BURNS BOTH PELLETS AND WOOD
*NO ELECTRICITY, NO MOVING PARTS

*100% GRAVITY FED, OFF-GRID

(573) 468-4043
ROCKETHEATER.COM

’-:IE) LY

DEEMER

CATHOLIC PARISH
16250 Old Weatherford Road e Aledo, Texas

For current Mass "T'imes visit our website at:
www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org
For more information contact the Parish Office at 817-441-3500
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NOTICE OF INTENT TO INTRODUCE LEGISLATION

This is to give notice of intent to introduce in the 87th Legislature,
Regular Session, a bill to be entitled an Act relating to the creation

of the Parker County Municipal Management District No. 2, a special
district operating under Sections 52 and 52-a, Article Ill, and Section
59, Article XVI, Texas Constitution; Chapters 49 and 54, Texas
Water Code; and Chapters 372 and 375, Texas Local Government
Code, providing authority for the District to issue bonds, to impose
assessments, fees, and taxes, affecting lands within the PB. Jones
Survey, Abstract No. 764, the J.W. Jones Survey, Abstract No.
2394, the W.A. Grady Survey, Abstract No. 537, the J.W. Jones
Survey, Abstract No. 2010, the PE. Houston Survey, Abstract No.
572, the L.A. McAfee Survey, Abstract No. 2028, the E. Nowland
Survey, Abstract No. 1005, the B.B.B. & C. Railway Survey, Abstract
No. 136, the W.B. Glenn Survey, Abstract No. 529, the B.B.B. & C.
Railway Survey, Abstract No. 135, the B.B.B. & C. Railway Survey,
Abstract No. 146, the Peter B. Holder Survey, Abstract No. 614, the
L.A. McAfee Survey, Abstract No. 2400 and the R. Matthews Survey,
Abstract No. 2566, all in Parker County, Texas. The costs for the
publication of this notice were paid by Ross Martin, Winstead PC.

Gregg Davis, AAMS

Financial Advisor

108 S. Ranch House Rd.

Suite 300 - Willow Park
817-441-6612
gregg.davis@edwardjones.com

Member SIPC www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

ORDINANCE NO. 826-21

AN ORDINANGE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY

OF WILLOW PARK, TEXAS, AMENDING THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY BY AMENDING CHAPTER

13 UTILITIES TO ADD ARTIGLE 13.13 TO ESTABLISH A
MUNICIPAL DRAINAGE UTILITY SYSTEM; PROVIDING FOR
DRAINAGE SERVICE, BILLING, EXEMPTIONS, DRAINAGE
CHARGES AND APPEALS; PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE;
PROVIDNG A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIIDING A SAVINGS
CLAUSE; PROVING FOR A PENALITY IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO
EXCEED THE SUM OF $2,000.00; AND PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE

Sec. 13.13.009 - Penalties; enforcement.

Failure to pay the drainage charges promptly when due shall subject
such user to discontinuance of any public utility services provided by
the city, in accordance with the procedures adopted by the city for
discontinuance of any city public utility service including water and/or
sewer service and other applicable laws.”

SECTION 6. That any person, firm, or corporation violating any of
the provisions or terms of this Ordinance shall be subject to a pen-
alty and punished by a fine not to exceed the sum of Two Thousand
Dollars ($2,000.00) for each offense, and each and every day such
violation shall continue shall be deemed and constitute a separate
offense. Compliance with this ordinance may also be sought through
injunctive relief in district court.

M

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com « 817-441-8700 « Aledo & Willow Park

ORTHODONTICS
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Commentary

Capital Highlights

Political fallout from
winter storm continues

”
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Gary Borders

gborders@texaspress.com

As Texans across the state
continue to deal with the dam-
age from the mid-February
winter storm, so does the polit-
ical fallout in Austin.

So far, seven of the 16
board members of the Electric
Reliability Council of Texas
have resigned. CEO Bill
Magness defended ERCOT’s
decision to order widespread
blackouts while testifying
before a joint hearing of two
state House committees last
week.

Meanwhile, the Public
Utility Commission, which
oversees ERCOT, says it has
opened an investigation into
retail electric providers whose
flexible pricing plans inflicted
electric bills in the thousands
of dollars on some Texas cus-
tomers in the wake of the
storm. In a televised address on
Wednesday, Gov. Greg Abbott
said he had ordered that Texans
will not have their power shut
off because of unpaid bills
until the Legislature has had
time to act. He acknowledged
that power generation from all
sources failed under the harsh
weather, including natural gas,
coal, nuclear, wind, and solar.
Abbott has made it a legislative
priority to mandate and fund
winterizing the Texas power
infrastructure.

However, the head of
Irving-based Vistra energy tes-
tified at last week’s committee
hearing that winterizing power
plants could backfire in sum-
mer months. According to the
Texas Standard, Curt Morgan
said, “We don’t put structures
around our equipment down
here. Why? Because in the
summer when it’s 105 degrees
you'd bake inside there; the
equipment would fail.”

Additional hearings are
scheduled this week in the
Texas Senate.

More counties added
to major disaster

declaration
The Federal Emergency
Management Agency has

added 31 Texas counties to the
federal disaster declaration,
making a total of 108 coun-
ties covered. Abbott originally
asked that all 254 Texas coun-
ties be included. Texans across
the state are urged to fill out
a form to help the state iden-
tify damages that occurred

during the storm, which can
be accessed at: https://tdem.
texas.gov/warming-center/.

Free legal assistance
available for
low-income persons

affected by storm

The State Bar of Texas,
American Bar Association,
and legal aid providers remind
Texans that free legal assistance
is available through a toll-free
hotline to help folks pursue
government benefits, insurance
claims, home repairs, and other
issues. The hotline — 800-504-
7030 — is available in English,
Spanish, and Vietnamese. It
connects low-income callers
with local legal aid providers.

Push to expand

broadband continues

The latest issue of Fiscal
Notes from the state comp-
troller’s office provides a
comprehensive look at the
issue of expanding broad-
band, which Abbott made an
emergency legislative priori-
ty item in early February. The
COVID-19 pandemic acceler-
ated demand for broadband
Internet service as schools
went virtual and telemedi-
cine became more common.
As of January, educators had
paid for more than 4.5 million
broadband devices and Wi-Fi
hotspots, using funds from the
Texas Education Agency, local
school districts, businesses,
and federal funding.

A Dbipartisan group of 88
Texas legislators in November
recommended that the state
create a comprehensive broad-
band plan and establish a state
broadband office. Jennifer
Harris is state program direc-
tor of Connected Nation Texas,
which partners with private
and public entities to push for
the expansion of broadband.
She noted, “The pandemic has
shown everyone how import-
ant broadband is. Ten years
ago, we had to tell people why
broadband would be good for
the community. We don’t need
to tell anyone that anymore.”

After storm, COVID-19

vaccines ramp up again

Nearly 700,000 first doses
of the COVID-19 vaccine are
coming to Texas this week, with
429,600 second doses arriving
as well, according to the Texas
Department of State Health
Services. Providers quick-
ly resumed vaccinations after
power and water service were
restored across the state. The
state continues to provide shots
for healthcare workers, long-
term facility residents, people
over 65, and those with existing
medical conditions. TDSHS

says vaccines are limited to the
capacity of vaccine manufac-
turers to produce them, and
there is not enough vaccine to
supply every provider every
week.

The Centers for Disease
Control this week is shipping
doses to 522 providers in 199
counties. As of Sunday, 3.4 mil-
lion Texans had received the
first dose and 1.728 million
were fully vaccinated, accord-
ing to TDSHS. More than 40%
of adults 65 years and older
have received the first dose,
and nearly 20% in that age
group are fully vaccinated.

COVID-19 cases,
deaths up from previ-
ous week

The winter storm like-
ly muddied last week’s
reporting, but new cases of
COVID-19 in Texas totaled
55,5477 in the last week, accord-
ing to the Coronavirus Resource
Center at Johns Hopkins
University of Medicine. A total
of 1,478 deaths were reported.
Both figures are considerably
higher than what was report-
ed the previous week, but that
could be a result of delayed
data due to the storm. A bet-
ter comparison can be made
next week, with two weeks of
relatively normal weather con-
ditions. Regardless, health
officials across the state are still
urging Texans to wear masks
in public, practice social dis-
tancing and wash their hands
frequently.

Plumes of smoke in a
forest not always a sign
of wildfire

When you see smoke rising
from a forest, particularly in
rural areas, it’s not always wild-
fire. It could be a prescribed
burn, according to the Texas
A&M Forest Service. That has
become one of the most effec-
tive tools for land management,
according to TFS, as it elimi-
nates fuel for actual wildfires.

Landowners interested in
learning how to safely con-
duct a prescribed burn can get
technical guidance from TFS.
Grants are also available to
help pay for the burns. This
website provides more infor-
mation: https://tfsweb.tamu.
edu/PrescribedBurns/.

Gary Borders is a veteran
award-winning Texas journal-
ist. He published a number of
community newspapers in Texas
during a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longuview, Fort Stockton,
Nacogdoches, and Cedar Park.
Email: gborders@texaspress.
com.

Thistles & Roses

...and more fallout

Richard Henderson

richard@rahenderson.com

The political fallout and
investigations regarding
the epic failure of the Texas
power grid have begun.

What we need to know
are facts and specific mea-
sures to be taken on how
to remedy the situation so
that it does not happen
again.

Texas Governor Greg
Abbot’s first response,
including an interview with
Sean Hannity of Fox News,
was to falsely state on Feb.
15 and 16 that the failure
was due to the failure of
wind and solar power and
the so-called, “Green New
Deal,” which has not been
implemented into govern-
ment policy. The Green
New Deal is an idea that
fossil fuel consumption
could be reduced. The idea
had nothing to do with
what happened Feb. 15.
Wind and solar account
for less than 10% of Texas’
electricity.

The truth was, and
Abbot sort-of acknowl-
edged that the fossil
fuel plants using coal

and natural gas had a
50% failure caused by a
lack of winterization and
preparation. He has yet
to apologize for his first
incorrect statements.

To understand what
failed, an understanding of
just how electric generat-
ing plants work in Texas is
necessary. I learned these
basics on a Cub Scout field
trip to the then called Texas
Electric Plant in Handley,
Texas adjacent to Lake
Arlington when I was ten.

One of the physical
laws of nature is that when
a magnet rotates, it gen-
erates surplus electrons
which we call electricity.
Large magnets are installed
in turbines with blades.
Water is then boiled using
natural gas, coal, or nucle-
ar rods, and the turbines
spin, generating electricity.
After a session in which the
water boils out of tanks, the
water is then distilled and
cooled by the lake water
until it condenses and can
be boiled again.

I was surprised to learn
that the electric plants do
not boil the lake water. The
water used to spin the tur-
bines is a highly distilled
water which is constantly
measured by technicians to
make it as pure and free of
minerals as possible so that
the minerals to not clog the
turbines, The lake water
is used for cooling tubes

to cool down the distilled
water. The distilled water
is used over and over again.

Many of these sys-
tems failed Feb. 15. The
intakes for the cooling
water from the lakes froze.
The gas transmission lines
also froze up and the fos-
sil fuel could not get to
the turbines in the plants.
Also there was incredible
demand for natural gas to
heat homes.

The wind turbines were
frozen and there was not
much sun, so those sources
also stopped.

So it was a combination
of virtually all sources of
electric power that failed.

Winterization, or pro-
tective measures, are the
jobs of engineers. What we
who were thrown under
the bus on Feb. 15 need to
know is, how can this win-
terization take place? We
pay our electric bills and
taxes — we are willing to
pay what is reasonably nec-
essary to get the job done.

Then someone some-
where must be given the
responsibility to make it
so. And yeah, that is prob-
ably a government agency
staffed by professionals
paid for by us taxpayers.
Those private enterprise
plant owners sure did not
do it.

Just how would you get
the job done otherwise?
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or, at the discretion of the person submit-
ting the announcement, be charged a fee.
The deadline for submitting announce-
ments is noon Friday for the following
week's paper.



All-District Football

Aledo placed 21 players MVP Jojo Earle SR
on the 5-5A DII All-District - - -
Football Team, includ- 1st Team | Wide Receiver Jaedon Pellegrino | JR
ing senior Jojo Earle, who 1st Team Running Back DeMarco Roberts SR
received MVP honors. 1st Team | Safety BJ Allen JR
i _ Eleven Bearcats, in addi- 2nd Team | Defensive End | Chris Wright SR
tion to Earle, were on the first - - -
team list, and nine additional 2nd Team | Wide Receiver BJ Fleming SR
Bearcats were second team. 2nd Team | Punter Clay Murador SO
Mansfield Timbe'rvigw 1st Team Inside Linebacker | Sam Forman SR
took the other district 1st Team | Fullback Gatlin Johnson SR
superlatives, with senior - -
quarterback Simeon Evans 2nd Team | Safety Eli Valencia SR
‘ receiving Offensive Player 2nd Team | Cornerback Sammy Steffe JR
Of th? Year, senior dpfen— 1st Team | Defensive End Caden Anderson JR
swe‘h.neman Te1‘~re11 Tilmon 1st Team Outside Keenan Hess SR
receiving Defensive Player of Linebacker
the Year honors, and junior .
Todrick Dixon being named 1st Team Defensive Tackle | Kyle Thompson JR
Newcomer of the Year. 2nd Team | Tackle Rocco O’Keefe SR
Timberview matched 2nd Team | Center Brady Wood SR
l Aledol w1jch 21 players on the 2nd Team | Tackle Maddox Epperson JR
. All-District roster.
I Arlington Seguin placed 1st Team Guard Gunnar Allen JR
_"‘ i B 15 players on the roster, 1st Team | Guard Grant Jefferis SR
f Burleson had 13, Cleburne 1st Team | Tight End Jason Llewellyn JR
- 1 had eight, and Joshua and 2nd Team | Defensive Tackle | Matthew Bell JR
= Everman each had five.
MVP Jojo Earle Photos by Cynthia Llewellyn from the state championship game

Grant Jefferis - 1st Team Guard Jason Llewellyn - 1st Team Tight End

. P State of the Art Sterilization Room
roud to . . . 0
Ma tt Morrl S Support the Aledo % Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening
Bearcats . Massage Chairs and HDTV

Water Purification System

Si17.732°4419)

@ASSOUATES
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS, PROPERTY & CASUALTY,
RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES 2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 * Fort Worth, TX 76116

iy Serioes, LLE (Koo A5 o it o e 1. K 1§ and Kes S r ot e wih Cos Bt e & vt [EA'MI LY WHEREJHONESTY&&JINTEGRIT,Y4
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affiliate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affiliated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments. D E N T’ s TR Y M AT TE R ‘s

GUS BATES 817-529-5325 or7ts DDS

—l———e fanrance OF IOl ———a— matt@ gusbates .Com
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SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The Aledo Ladycats hit five home runs and scored a 7-0 win over Mansfield Legacy at the Mansfield Tournament
on Friday. Shown are (from left) Morgan Brown (SR), Madysen Boutwell (JR), Marissa Powell (JR), and Caitlyn
Beaty (JR). Not pictured is winning pitcher Kayleigh Smith (JR), who pitched a three-hit shutout.

ANDREA GARNETT/SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The mixed doubles team of Jax Joiner/Maddie Farmer brought a silver

medal home from the Grapevine/Colleyville Tournament.

TENNIS

Mixed doubles team brings home silver

By Andrea Garnett
Special to The Community News

The Aledo varsity tennis team
traveled to Grapevine Friday, Feb.
26, to compete in the Grapevine/
Colleyville Tournament.

The  tournament  includ-
ed Grapevine, Colleyville, Frisco
Wakeland, Denton Guyer, Arlington

Martin, Flower Mound, and
Mansfield. Aledo had not faced sev-
eral of these teams this season and
the competition was fierce, but this
did give the RacquetCats the practice
they needed to prepare for district
which is in mid April.

The mixed doubles team of Jax
Joiner/Maddie Farmer were the only

Aledo netters to bring home a medal.
They beat three teams before fall-
ing in the finals to a strong Frisco
Wakeland duo and taking second
place.

The RacquetCats play in the
Chisholm Trail Tournament on
Friday, March 5.

In Business Since 1996

TANDY
METAL BUILDINGS &
FENCING
Weld up * Bolt up * Horse Barns ¢ Welding
Custom Pipe Fencing * Fencing ® Metal Homes

Mike Tandy Mobile: 817.925.5843

Owner www.tandymetalbuildings.com

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

817-249-3338 same Crews Since 1992 =55

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Hamris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive
Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity!
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers
have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing + 817-249-3338 « www.billyharris-roofing.com

//\
BILLY HARRIS ROOFING

Same Name & Number Since 1973

Business Cards

IINI'STORAGE

" We have lots of room
for your stuff!

1187 MINI

: : : Sl= =
I515 E. FM 1187 - Aledo, Texas - 817-504-7662
24-Hour Access * Inmediate Move-in * Boat & RV parking - $45
Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)

ING SERVICES

*Livestock Feed
*Pet Food
*Bagged Fertilizer
*Salt Products
*Deer Feeders

(ALEDO FEED'

& SUPPIY

Monday - Friday
8:00am to 5:30pm
Saturday
8:00am to 12:30pm

215 Mesquite St. * Aledo, Texas 76008+ 817-378-4423

HEARING
CARE CENTER

4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702

Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre

Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com

Vanity Tops Tubs
Whirlpool Tubs Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE

2927 Greenlee Park Trail
Weatherford, Texas 76088

Natural Granite ¢ Solid Surface ¢ Silestone
817-341-8970

. Fidelity National Title®

Escrow OFFICER

Office: 817.441.5423
817.585.4815
khanlon @fidelityS8thavenue.com | J
1604 8th Ave * Fort Worth, TX 76104

Fax:

K ’

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t l

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

(817) 249-2028 Ken Hartman, Proprietor

DRAKE
ELECTRICAL
SERVICES L.L.C.

817-441-8633

* « NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS - *

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR « LICENSED & INSURED
TECL #19987

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100

Aledo, TX 76008

Bus. 817-441-4108 * Fax 800-656-0301
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Custom Pools

709 N FM 1187, Suite 800, Aledo
817-732-7665 - 817-441-8100
www.fortworthcustompools.org
fortworthcustompools@msn.com

IE1IB) GAYDOS DUFFER, P.C.

Divorce, Custody, Collaborative Law,
Adoption, Mediation, Assisted Reproduction,
Wills, White Collar Crime, Government Investigations

401 Pitchfork Trail, Suite 705, Willow Park, Texas 76087
Telephone: 817.548.5643 Fax: 817.719.9408
Gaydosduffer.com

Lauren Gaydos Duffer | Larry Gaydos | Brooke M. Wilson | Courtney Harbaugh Walker

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

KIMBERLY MEYER, ABR, CRS, GRI
REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347

kimberly.meyer @chdfw.com

4500 Hartwood Dr, Fort Worth, TX 76109-1840

www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
Global Luxury Specialist

)
TOD

E Operated by a subsidary m
= of NRT, LLC

?‘?e 2°°
13

LANCE NORMAN ROOFING

* COMPOSITION SHINGLES
* WOOD SHINGLES

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL * NEW ROOFS « REROOFS

Insurance Claims Handled * REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 + mobile (817) 996-2726
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SOCCER

Ladycats shut out Granbury

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS
Junior Ashlyn Laughley scores Aledo’s second goal against Granbury.

Staff Reports

The Community News

The Aledo Ladycats shut
out Granbury 8-0 at Bearcat
Stadium Tuesday night.

Sophomore McKenna Vela
started the scoring for the
Ladycats with a goal about 10
minutes into the game.

About five minutes later,
Vela passed to junior Ashlyn
Laughey, who kicked the ball
past Granbury’s goalkeeper.

Laughley scored again
before the half. She and Vela
each had hat tricks in the con-
test. Additional goals were
kicked by junior Maitlynn
Mitchell and sophomore
Harper Smith.

Assists were recorded for
Laughley (2), Smith, sopho-
more Reese Mourer, senior
Caroline Miller, Vela, and
sophomore Ella Bertram.

The Ladycats have a record
of 10-4,, 5-2 in district.

The Bearcats defeated
Granbury on the road, 2-1.

Tyler Oetinger scored,
assisted by Clay Murador; and
Rylan Shaffer scored, assisted
by Oetinger.

Ryland Yates in the goal
had three saves.

Petro. The Bearcats’ record is
9-4-3, 3-3-2 in district.

- A

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Defense was led by Chad Sophomore McKenna Vela charged downfield and kicked the first goal in
Aledo’s 8-0 win over Granbury on Tuesday at Bearcat Stadium.Vela had three
goals and an assist in the match.

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., FC. and Michael Ball, D.D.S., FL.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow FPark, TX 76087
Ofc:517-441-2425 « Fax: &17-441-2491
www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

“.?e’zwhg every ﬁmz{y as pait 0/[ outr own jé’z over 60 yeaz;”

FUNERAL CHAPEL
; w W\

913 N. EIm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Out newest additional location Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel
4941 |-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

Jim Martin
REALTOR®

Owner — MartinLandSales.com

5600 E. I-20 Service Rd S
Willow Park, TX 76008
Ofc: 817.441.2102

Fax: 817.441.2511

Cell: 817.538.6846
Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com

Infant o Preschool ¢ After School Care

Sprouts

/Vearm'% Center

5073 1-20 Service Rd N, Willow Park, TX
817-441-1906
SproutsLearningCenter.net

Sprouts

Academy

132 EI Chico Trail, Willow Park 11801 Camp Bowie Blvd, Aledo
817-441-1773 817-560-4295

SproutsAcademyAledo.com
sproutsacademypreschool@yahoo.com

CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

Residential & Commercial
“Are you growing with us?”

* Topsoils & Custom Soil Blends
* Compost & Mulches
* Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas

since 1986
Pick up or Delivery Available

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

817-441-7777

WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

HOURS: M-F 8-5 *SAT 8-2

The Center is proud to welcome,
Talha Riaz, MD

He is seeing patients at our Weatherford and Mineral Wells locations

| @mﬁ CENTER!

Medical Oncologist and Hematologist

Dr. Riaz is excited to be in North Texas where he will be close to his
family and looks forward to helping and providing its community
members with exceptional care. Dr. Riaz and his wife Dr. Bismah
Siddiqui are parents to one daughter and are thrilled to be starting their new
chapter in life here. In his spare time, Dr. Riaz loves to travel with family and
friends, enjoys music, and is also a huge soccer fan (Fan of Liverpool FC).

THE CENTERTX

THE CENTER FOR CANCER AND BLOOD DISORDERS

WWW.THECENTERTX.COM
817.759.7000

FORT WORTH CENTRAL CAMPUS « FORT WORTH SOUTHWEST - ARLINGTON
WEATHERFORD <« BURLESON * GRANBURY * MINERAL WELLS < STEPHENVILLE

@:AREITY'

Support Services provided by the
Careity Foundation
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BASEBALL

Staff Reports
The Community News

Junior Adrian Guzman singled
and drove in a run in the bottom of
the sixth inning to push the Aledo
Bearcats over Midland Christian 9-8
in a foggy game on Saturday, Feb.
27, in Weatherford.

The Bearcats jumped out early,
scoring three runs in the bottom of
the first.

Senior catcher Creed Willems
batted in the first run, hitting a
line drive to center field that scored
junior Max Belyeu. Later, senior
Nolan Garcia crossed the plate when
Guzman singled to left field.

Junior Hunter Rudel scored on a
balk by the Midland pitcher.

Midland put a run on the board
in the top of the second, but Belue
scored again on a single by senior
Zach Harrison. Harrison and senior
Parker Stegall scored when Rudel
blasted a double to right field to
put Aledo up 6-1 at the end of the
second.

Midland added two runs in the
top of the third, and then tied up the
score by scoring five runs in the top
of the fourth.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS
Senior Nolan Garcia heads for third
base in the first inning of Saturday’s
game.

Willems hit a home run in the
bottom of the fourth, knocking in
Harrison.

Midland knotted up the game in
the top of the fifth inning, 8-8 before
Guzman batted in Garcia for the
Aledo win.

Senior Ethan McBrayer picked
up the win in relief for the Bearcats.

Bearcats topple Midland Christian

e

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo senior pitcher Eliot Flaherty is shown in the surreal foggy scene at Raymond Curtis Field in Weatherford on

Saturday, Feh. 27.

ON THE

SIDE

Spring Sports
MARCH 5

Boys’ Soccer vs. WF Rider, Home,
VAR - 7 p.m., JV - 5:30 p.m.

Girls’ Soccer vs. WF Rider,
Home, VAR - 7 p.m., JV -

Away

MARCH 8

Softhall vs. Brewer, Away,
VAR - 7 p.m., JV - 5 p.m.

5:30 p.m. (SENIOR NIGHT)

Varsity Tennis at Chisholm
Tr Tournament, Away

JV Girls’ Golf at Burleson
Centennial Tournament,
Away, JV - 8 AM

MARCH 10

JV Boys’ Golf at Chick-Fil-A
Tournament, Away, JV - 8

Var Girls’ Golf at Lady MARCH 9 a.m.

Pirate Tournament, Away, :

VAR - 8 AM Boys’ Soccer vs. Wichita 'Igralck & C'eld at Bearcat
cHe Falls, Home, VAR - 7 p.m., elays J

MAR JV - 5:30 p.m. (SENIOR MARCH 11

Softball vs. JV Hillsboro
Tournament, Away

Track & Field at Brewer Var,

NIGHT)

Girls’ Soccer vs. Wichita
Falls, Away, VAR - 5:30 p.m.

Varsity Tennis at
Timbercreek Tournament,
Away

1.

=]

CHEVROLET

FIND NEW ROADS
moritzchevrolet.com 817.696.2000

9101 Camp Bowie West Fort Worth, TX 76116
Sales Hours: Maon-Fri 8:30AM-8:00PM Sat 8:30AM-7:00PM

AMA TWFG.,
CHRISTI JAMES INSURANCE

Office: 817-443-9747
Mobile: 254-592-8739
Email:  cjomes@twfg.com
107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

CHRISTI JAMES
BRANCH OWNER

Independent agency serving all your home,
auto, business and life insurance needs

NO MATTER YOUR NEED,
WE HAVE YOU COVERED

CALL ME TODAY FOR
A FREE QUOTE!

GENERAC

Prepare for
power outages
with a Generac
home standby
generator

FREE

7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Offer valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer.
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

*Offer valid only while supplies last. Limit one per household. Must be first time purchase. Minimum spend amount applies

yfm%iwm/

IR
ENJOYING A
NEW SHOWER
IS EASIER THAN
YOU THINK

FREE IN-HOME
DESIGN CONSULTATION
CALL TODAY

newshowerdeal.com/aledo | 855-509-0347

Financing subject to third party credit approval. Some financing options cannot be combined with other offers and may require
minimum monthly payments. All offers subject to change prior to purchase. See AmericanStandardShowers.com for other
restrictions and for licensing, warranty, and company information. CSLB B982796; Suffolk NY: 55431H;NYC:HIC 2022748-DCA
Safety Tubs Co. LLC does not sellin Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.




