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It was not really the amount of snow that fell, but the depth and duration of freeezing weather that made life difficult for Texans this week.

Winter storm plows 
through Texas

By Brandi Addison
The Community News

A once-in-a-generation win-
ter storm took over U.S. southern 
states late last week, leaving Texas 
with half a foot of snow, a failed 
power grid, a low water supply, and 
angry residents.

Millions of Texans have been 
forced to live in below-freezing 
homes for days, while others have 
stressed about unsafe water and 
damages caused by burst pipes.

With a climbing death toll, 
hospitals around the states have 
reported an influx of patients 
experiencing hypothermia and 
hundreds of cases of, and even 
some deaths by, carbon monox-
ide poisoning, as residents become 
desperate for warmth.

More than one-third of Parker 
County was still without electric-
ity on Wednesday evening — 62 
hours after the Electric Reliability 
Council of Texas began issuing 
controlled blackouts in an effort to 
conserve electricity and prevent an 
uncontrolled blackout that would 
leave the state without electricity 
for up to a month.

Many of these residents had 
been without electricity through-
out this entire duration; ERCOT 
could no longer rotate the black-
outs, but only control them, as so 
many grids experienced unplanned 
outages.

Willow Park communications 
director Rose Kertok said early 
Tuesday afternoon about half the 
city had experienced long-term 
power outages, and some had not 
seen power for more than 30 hours 
at that point. 

The power had returned for 
others, earlier Tuesday, but was 
shut off again just hours later.

Even city facilities faced dam-
ages, she said, adding that one 
building has now been flooded 
by busted pipes. She suggested, 
when the storm has passed, that 
residents inspect their homes for 
long-term effects.

“If they can spot a problem 
early, it’s going to be less of a prob-
lem,” Kertok said.

The city’s electricity is supplied 
by Oncor, which at one point, 
reported more than one-third 
of its Texas customers without 
electricity. 

 “I would like to give a huge 
shout out to our staff, particular-
ly public works, who rose to the 
occasion and worked around the 
clock to keep city services run-
ning,” Kertok said. “Some of them 
didn’t even have water or power in 
their own homes but they got the 
job done.”

Hudson Oaks residents expe-
rienced similar issues, stacking 
unsafe drinking water on top of the 
crisis. The city issued a boil water 
notice on Tuesday, as it became 
unsafe for residents to consume 
water due to power outages at the 
treatment plants.

At the time, it was home to 
the first and only warming center 
available for Parker County res-
idents to visit for a warm night’s 
sleep. As it closed, five new centers 
across the county opened, as city 
and county staffs worked their sec-
ond 12- to 14-hour day this week.

The water issues continued into 
Wednesday evening, and residents 

Turn to WATER, page 3

Uri — a gut-punch from 
Mother Nature

By Randy Keck
The Community News

Winter storm Uri brought 
disaster conditions all across Texas 
this week, leaving millions of 
Texans without power for days. As 
power began to be restored, water 
supplies were limited in numerous 
areas due to pipe breaks, frozen 
wells, and frozen pipes.

The storm caught the state 
unprepared in terms of electric 
supply, and The Community News 
reached out to industry people and 
government officials to gain an 
understanding of why the problem 
happened and how to fix it.

“I think one of the things to keep 
and understand is the variables,” 
said Darryl Schriver, president and 
CEO of Tri-County Electric Co-Op. 
“So let’s talk about the act of God 
first. The act of God is that we woke 
up on Monday morning, and there 
was snow in Galveston, snowing 
out in Amarillo, snow in El Paso, 
and snow in Texarkana. How many 
times has that type of weather hit, 

and has lasted for more than three 
or four days? And so that’s number 
one.

“Number two, understand that 
in Texas, with oil production and 

HERE’S TO THE 
LINEMEN
When power is affected after a 
storm, it is the linemen who work 
for the electric companies that 
restore it.

This past storm was no exception. 
There are two main companies 
that supply current to the local 
area — Oncor and Tri-County 
Electric Co-Op, which has a head-
quarters in Aledo.

Darryl Schriver, the president 
and CEO of Tri-County, explained 
some of the unique issues the 
winter storm brought to the line-
men.

“Remember that it’s been in 
sub-zero weather,” Schriver said. 
“This actually affects how long 
they can be in the cold, which is 
a big change for our linemen.”

The extremely cold weather not 
only dries the skin, but can lead 
to dehydration, Schriver said.

 “As cold as you are, you real-
ly don’t expect that you need 
water the way you do, but you 
do — almost worse than when it’s 
extremely hot.”

Other factors the linemen con-
tended with were road conditions. 
“Especially when you get off the 
main roads, where a lot of our 
services are, the ability to move 
across the system is somewhat 
slower than what we’re used to, 

Turn to LINEMEN, page 2
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Playground equipment at McCall Elementary School looked like it was 
waiting for spring.
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Assistance is available in multiple languages.
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Obituaries
William Barclay

William “Dr. Bill” Barclay, 
a long-time resident of Aledo, 
passed away early Sunday morn-
ing, February 7, 2021. He was 84.

Dr. Bill was born on December 
20, 1936, in Duncan, Oklahoma 
to Ralph O. and Rachel Barclay. 
In his youth, he earned the rank 
of Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts 
of America, an accomplishment 
he was always proud of. Dr. Bill 
married Lana Stansell on June 
5, 1960, and together, they had three children, Todd, 
Lance and Traci.  Upon receiving his PhD from 
Oklahoma State University in electrical engineering, 
Dr. Bill worked his entire career for Lockeed Martin/
General Dynamics from 1967 until his retirement in 
2003.  

During his professional career, he traveled 
around the world while enjoying his passions for 
engineering and aviation. He worked on several 
airplane programs throughout his 36-years with 
Lockheed. He enjoyed numerous hobbies, includ-
ing woodworking, outdoor activities, hunting, and 
running numerous half marathons. Additionally, he 
enjoyed watching old John Wayne movies and foot-
ball, as well as listening to classical music. He adored 
his six grandchildren, who affectionately referred to 
him as GrandDad. Perhaps most of all, Dr. Bill will 
be remembered as a man of faith who cherished time 
spent with his family and was always willing to give 
advice and support. 

Dr. Bill is survived by his wife, Lana, of 60 years; 
his children, Todd and wife, Ruth Barclay, Lance and 
wife, Michelle Barclay, and daughter, Traci Cottrell; 
and by his grandchildren, Kate, Kieffer, Emma, 
Paige, Riley, and Avery. 

Dr. Bill was preceded in death by his parents and 
older sister. 

A celebration of life was held on February 10, 
2021, at The Well Church.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to The 
Well Church in Aledo. 
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Dennis Conner
Ira Dennis Conner, 74, of 

Aledo, passed away peacefully 
at his home on Wednesday 
February 3, 2021.

Dennis was born to Lola 
and Leonard Conner on 
February 4, 1946, in San 
Antonio, Texas. He was the 
oldest of three children, 
always getting into mischief 
with his brother, Perry, and 
looking out for his little sister 
Julie.

On December 27, 1969, he married Mary 
Francis Briggs and together they had three chil-
dren, Clinton, Cynthia, and Tiffany. Dennis joined 
the Marine Corps during the Vietnam War, serving 
at Marine Corps Air Station El Toro in California. 
After his honorable discharge in 1972, Dennis 
attended Texas A&M University, where he earned 
his degree in aerospace engineering. His nearly 
forty-year career in the aerospace industry includ-
ed roles at Mitsubishi, Beechcraft, and twenty-six 
years with Lockheed Martin (originally General 
Dynamics), where he worked on the F-16 and the 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter.

He was a founding member of the Parker 
County Cowboy Church in Aledo, a community 
which he cherished. Dennis considered himself a 
servant of God and always sought to serve Him in 
his words and actions. Dennis will be best remem-
bered for his steadfast faith, humble spirit, and 
quiet wisdom, and for his deep love for his family.

Dennis is survived by his children, Clinton 
Conner (and wife Sheri Proppe), Cynthia Conner, 
and Tiffany Conner (and fiancé Delain Dinh), and 
by his sister Julie (and husband Jim).

Dennis was preceded in death by his wife of 50 
years, Mary, his brother Perry, and his parents. 

A memorial service celebrating his life will be 
held at 2 p.m. on Saturday, February 27, 2021 at 
the Parker County Cowboy Church, 5050 FM 5 in 
Aledo.
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because of the road conditions,” 
Schriver pointed out.

Still, the electric service issues 
could have been worse.

“We were fortunate we did not 
have a lot of physical poles and 
cross arms break this time in 
this extreme cold weather, which 
enabled us to really concentrate 
on the smaller outages device 
problems that you have like fuses, 
transformer fuses, breakers, things 
like that on our 
system. They 
do get affected 
by the cold or 
by load, but 
are somewhat, 
I would say, 
quicker to repair 
than if you have 
to go get anoth-
er pole, dig that 
one up, put a 
new one in the 
ground, reframe 
it and put the 
line back on it.”

Wesley Scheets, 
Tri-County’s 
chief operating 
officer, was once a lineman him-
self, so he has a grasp of how they 
can best be deployed.

Scheets told The Community 
News that the co-op’s linemen 
were deployed in three shifts of 16 
hours on and eight hours off.

The second shift began about four 
hours after the first shift, the the 
third shift began four hours after 
that.

“That way we can give our line-
men an eight-hour break,” Sheets 
said. “So the first guy to come on, 

they’ll work 16 hours, we’ll turn 
them loose and they’ll get about 
eight hours of rest. That leaves me 
two shifts continuous work. And 
then by the time the second shift 
gets an eight-hour break our first 
shift comes back on — that way it 
keeps two shifts available pretty 
much 24-7. That way we can actu-
ally run all week long and he keep 
our guys as fresh as possible.”

“Wes is really good at shifting us 
quick enough so that the linemen 
are not exhausted from attacking 
a storm, Schriver said. And he’s 

already 
got them 
staged in 
there. So 
Wes had 
everyone 
moved 
and 
staged by 
Saturday, 
midday. 
And so 
we’ve 
been in 
storm 
mode, 
Saturday, 
Sunday, 
Monday, 

Tuesday, obviously today 
(Wednesday), and will be in storm 
mode through Friday. So by doing 
that, we feel like we’re probably 
as strong as we can be on a 24-7, 
through this entire period and not 
losing any ground.

“When that storm hits you, you hit 
it right back with your workers, 
your resources, and you attack it 
as soon as you can. That way your 
members or your consumers are 
able to get their power or their 
resources back.”

LINEMEN
from page one

The co-op’s 
linemen were 
deployed in 
three shifts of 
16 hours on and 
eight hours off
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were asked to conserve, as frozen 
lines were only allowing for minimal 
water flow.

Also suffering from long-term 
power outages, Aledo residents 

were issued a boil water notice, on 
Thursday morning, as the Texas 
Commission on Environmental 
Quality faced concerns with a loss of 
water system pressure.

Mayor Kit Marshall, who serves 
as the emergency management offi-
cer for the county, said earlier in the 

week she does not expect there to be 
any long-term issues within the city 
infrastructure or facilities. 

“We are in unprecedented times 
in the history of the state of Texas,” 
Marshall said.

City administrator Bill 
Funderburk said there was back-up 

problems in some of the sewer lines, 
and there had been several water 
breaks in houses, but the city did not 
face many other damages. 

Next week, he said, the city staff 
will begin an internal discussion 
to evaluate the things that could 
have been different — and if there 

were other ways city staff could have 
helped citizens.

“Looking at the overall picture, 
Aledo is in good shape right now,” 
Funderburk said.

Check The Community News’ 
Facebook page for updates or alerts 
for local residents.

WATER
from page one

Brittany Stevens 
honored by Grand Lodge

Brittany Michelle 
Stevens, a 2019 graduate 
of Aledo High School, was 
honored to give greetings 
at the 185 Grand Annual 
Communication of the 
Grand Lodge of Texas in 
Waco on Thursday, Jan.14.

Due to the COVID-
19 Pandemic, this was 
Brittany’s first official 
duty in person as Grand 
Worthy Advisor of Texas 
of the International Order 
of the Rainbow for Girls. 
This non-profit youth orga-
nization is for girls from 
7 - 20 years of age that 
teaches girls leadership, 
confidence, and citizenship 
with an emphasis in charity 
and service work to give 
back to their communities.

Brittany was installed 
as the Grand Worthy 
Advisor of Texas on July 
11, 2020 during a virtual ceremony. 
She had her first in-person Honor 
Meeting at the Fort Worth Rainbow 
Assembly on Thursday, Jan. 7, and 
has several more in-person activities 
and honor meetings scheduled in 
the near future.

Brittany attends Abilene 
Christian University and is finishing 
her sophomore year. She has been 
accepted to the School of Education 
and is pursuing a degree in 
Elementary Education with a minor 

in Special Education. She has also 
made the Dean’s list in the College 
of Education and Human Services 
for the Spring 2020 semester and 
has been invited for membership 
in Phi Eta Sigma, a national honor 
society for freshman students. Due 
to current COVID-19 social distanc-
ing restrictions, the ceremony has 
been delayed to the Spring Semester 
2021.

Brittany is the daughter of Tim 
and Tina Stevens.

natural gas production, due to the 
geographic region of Texas and our 
location in the North American 
continent, it’s very rare that the 
temperatures in our area, our 
state, across the state becomes so 
cold that it can freeze the natu-
ral gas pipelines at the wellhead. 
And there again, that’s an anomaly 
that’s created by an act of God. So 
those two things that were creat-
ed, not by anybody, the governor, 
the legislature, Darryl Shriver, the 
CEO, anybody, but we, as a state 
took two punches, we got a punch 
with a cold front, arctic front, and 
it’s a very long one, it had several 
hits at us before it dumped what it 
did. And then the second hit is it 
was so cold that it actually stopped 
the flow of natural gas in the State 
of Texas.”

Schriver said sudden demand 
was a third factor:

“By all calculations of all util-
ities, no one had ever imagined 
everybody turning on their heat 
from Galveston to Amarilla, El 
Paso to Texarkana. If they turn 
their heaters on at the same time 
and you have all this industrial 
influx that we’ve suddenly had a 
demand of usage in a state that 
no one had ever dreamed of, that 
amount of usage is not abnormal, 
but super critically abnormal. No 
one foresaw that the extreme cold 
weather would actually limit the 
generators that are interconnect-
ed into ERCOT across the entire 
state.”

The Electric Reliability Council 
of Texas (ERCOT) manages the 
flow of electric power in Texas. 
ERCOT is a non-profit corporation 
subject to oversight by the Texas 
Public Utility Commission (PUC) 
and the state legislature. 

“Sometimes cold weather can 
cause the power plants in north 
Texas or west Texas to be out, but 
the ones in South Texas can run 
extra big or extra heavy, and pick 
up the slack, Schriver continued. 
“The fifth thing that you see is, 
and we all know this in the power 
industry, when the weather gets 
extremely cold, in one part of the 
state or another, most likely the 
wind turbines are not going to run. 
They’re made of fiberglass and 
extreme cold will not allow those 
wind turbines to run. So, therefore, 
you will see the lack of genera-
tion from wind turbines. But there 
again, we have never experienced 
that if we lose the wind turbines 
in West Texas, it actually will be so 
cold in South Texas, that the South 
Texas nuclear plant would come 

offline or not be able to produce 
the extra power. So the tables have 
been unbalanced. More important-
ly, by the way that Mother Nature 
has affected not only the state of 
Texas but the entire state all at 
once.”

State Rep. Phil King’s analysis 
was very close to Schriver’s.

I think we’re going to find that 
there were probably three main 
causes,” King said:

“One, I think we’re going to find 
a lot of our power plants’ water 
intake systems froze up. The way 
you make electricity, the same way 
you made it 100 years ago, you heat 
up water, you turn it into steam, 
and use it to turn a turbine. And, 
and I think we’re gonna find that a 
lot of the power plants did not have 
their water intake systems winter-
ized as they should have. And those 
systems froze up and they couldn’t 
get water in to heat up.

“The second thing I think you’re 
going to find is a lot of our gas-fired 
plants had not done a good job of 

URI
from page one

Turn to URI, page 4
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ensuring that they had ade-
quate natural gas provision. 
In other words, they have to 
have that natural gas to heat 
it to fuel the power plant to 
create the heat to turn the 
water into steam, right? And 
so I think we’re going to find 
out that they did not make 
sure that they had either good 
contracts to provide that, or 
that they didn’t have good 
guarantees that the compa-
nies they were buying natural 
gas from could get it to them. 
There’s a compressor some-
where that’s pushing that gas 
through the pipeline. I think 
we’re going to find out a lot 
of those compressor stations 
that drive that push the pipe-
lines that push the gas in the 
pipelines to the power plants 
froze up because they’re not 
properly winterized, or they 
were electricity-driven. And 
when their electricity went 
out, they didn’t have the 
power to push the natural 
gas to the power stations. 
So I think we’re gonna find 
out that many of the gas-
fired plants just lost their fuel 
source.”

King added that the 
responsibility lay with the 
plant operators.

“That’s on them,” King 
said. “It was their job to 
make sure that they had an 
adequate provision of fuel 
coming to them. Now, they 
buy it from different places, 
of course, but it’s their job to 
make sure that it’s coming 
from sources that can deliver 
in extreme weather.

“And then the third thing I 
think you’ll find is that there 
was too much reliance on 
wind power of about 25,000 
megawatts of wind in Texas. 
At one point, half of the tur-
bines had frozen. Somebody 
should have anticipated that, 
that when propellers get iced 
up that are 180 feet up in 
the air in West Texas, that 
they’re going to get iced up 
and they’re going to freeze 
and the turbines will get iced 
up and frozen as well. And so, 
that went down.”

King said at one point half 
of the electricity generation 
capacity in the state was down 
— about 45,000 megawatts.

While providers attempt-
ed to make sure critical 
facilities like hospitals, police 
stations, and other public 
safety facilities were supplied, 
Texas Health Resources was 

without service for about a 
day and ran on diesel-pow-
ered generators.

King and Oncor worked 
to get the power restored 
when THR was no longer 
able to obtain diesel.

Likewise, Hudson Oaks’ 
water system lost its service, 
and King helped get service 
restored to it.

“But right now, there’s just 
not enough generators online 
in the state to provide the 
electricity to everyone. And 
there’s no excuse for that. 
And it’s very frustrating,” 
King said.

ERCOT’s Role
Many fingers around the 

state have been pointed at 
ERCOT, and Texas Governor 
Greg Abbott has said all 
members of the ERCOT 
board should resign.

“ERCOT is an indepen-
dent grid policeman. Their 
sole function is to make sure 
that transmission lines are 
available so generation plants 
can run and power can be 
moved across the state so that 
utilities can use that power 
to serve their consumers,” 
Schriver said. “And ERCOT, 
who is in charge of the grid, 
was not ever aware that the 

grid would be impacted all at 
once the way it was.”

“ERCOT is is the agen-
cy that is supposed to have 
oversight over all the electric 
power generation, transmis-
sion, and delivery in the state,” 

King said. “And its job is to 
manage the market on the 
engineering end because the 
frequencies have to be bal-
anced. And it’s a constant 
process. If you go to their 
facility, it looks like NASA, 

when you walk in, it’s a lot 
of adjustments and monitors 
and activating power plants 
and meeting the demand 
loads as it changes through 
the day.”
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Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

215 Mesquite St. * Aledo, Texas 76008* 817-378-4423

*Livestock Feed
*Pet Food
*Bagged Fertilizer
*Salt Products
*Deer Feeders

Monday - Friday 
8:00am to 5:30pm 

Saturday  
8:00am to 12:30pm 

Mike Tandy
Owner

In Business Since 1996

TANDY 
METAL BUILDINGS & 

FENCING

Mobile: 817.925.5843

Weld up • Bolt up • Horse Barns  • Welding
Custom Pipe Fencing • Fencing • Metal Homes

www.tandymetalbuildings.com

1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662
24-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $4524-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $45
Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)

We have lots of room 
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

Kim Hanlon
Escrow officEr

officE: 817.441.5423
cEll: 817.825.3520
fax: 817.441.5639
E-mail: KHanlon@asrkfgroup.com

“You’ll appreciate the difference.”

Kim Hanlon
Escrow officEr

officE: 817.441.5423
cEll: 817.825.3520
fax: 817.441.5639
E-mail: KHanlon@asrkfgroup.com

“You’ll appreciate the difference.”

Fidelity National Title®

Office: 
Fax:

817.441.5423
817.585.4815

1604 8th Ave • Fort Worth, TX 76104
You’ll appreciate the difference.

Escrow officEr

khanlon@fidelity8thavenue.com

Kim Hanlon

709 N FM 1187, Suite 800, Aledo
817-732-7665 · 817-441-8100

www.fortworthcustompools.org
fortworthcustompools@msn.com

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

Business Cards

EVERYTHING FOR THE HOME!

See a multitude of Home Improvement Professionals in 1 location!
GoldenTriangleHomeAndGardenShow.com

March
5-6-7

Ford Park
Beaumont

Texas

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVS & 
MOBILE HOMES

THE Place to buy your new Boat or RV!

See 50 Boat and RV Brands in 1 Location!
SouthEastTexasBoatRVShow.com

March
5-6-7
Ford 
Park

Beaumont
Texas
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison
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36
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  in Castro County 
      on highway 194
  5  TXism: “beats any-
      thing I ____ saw”
  6  in Starr County on
      the Rio Grande
  7  course abbr. located
      in a business school
  8  big Fort Worth
      event was fi rst
      called the “Texas
      ___  _____  ____”
17  TX Robby 1976 fi lm:
      “___ to Billy Joe”
18  TX Ginger 1949
      fi lm: “The Barkleys
      __  ________”
21  “Crying” Roy (init.)
22  moving trucks
23  beer mugs
24  extinguished the
      campfi re (var.)
29  TXism: “got as
      much __  __ as a
      hibernating bear”
30  membership fees
31  Astros leag.
32  TXism for “vicinity”
34  Seth ____, TX
35  gobbled up vittles
36  tirade, harangue
37  Black Friday event
38  at Alamo, Bowie had 
      to be carried across
      Travis’ line on _  ___
39  Texicans were de-
      nied this right under
      Mexico rule (3 wds.)
41  Gia in 1958 fi lm
      “Ride a Crooked
      Trail” with TX Audie
42  “Fanthorp ___ State
      Historic Site”

  1  newspaper in the
      seat of Deaf Smith
      County (2 wds.)
  2  guacamole fruit
  3  TV controller
  4  “_____-Pecos” is
      the area of Texas
      west of the River
  9  TXism: “horny
      _____” (lizards)
10  “point __  __ return”
11  TX Dan Rather
      was anchorman
      of this TV network
12  SMU RB, Rote, the
      1st selected in 1951
      NFL draft (init.)
13  “I’m not __  ____
      about that” (leery)
14  detested

43  fl ies high
44  _____ and effect
45  TXism: “plum riled”
46  guy behind the plate at
      an Astro game, for short
47  before it was the Congo
48  pandemic masks but 
      not medical gloves
50  oozes, e.g.  
51  TXism: “I’ll __  _
      monkey’s uncle”
52  TXism: “___ out” (left)

53  TXism:
      “plain as
      the ears __
      _ mule”  

15  praiseful poems
16  the “Great War”
19  “Hilton _______” is
      on Stemmons, north
      of dowtown Dallas
20  this is the oldest
      mission in Texas
22  “Your ____. ____
      Voice.”
24  he hits instead of
      the pitcher in
      31-across (abbr.)
25  principal historical
      dict. of Eng. lang.
26  ____ of habeas
      corpus
27 “___  ___ State
      Park,” on the Gulf

28  TXism: “brave
      enough to ___  __ 
      _ boomtown cafe”
29  this Jerry was an
      early Cowboy line-
      backer and then
      an assistant coach
30  Tim of 1996 “The
      Associate” with UT
      grad Eli Wallach

33  “Texas Tea”
34  armed confl icts
35  “_  ____ of
      mistaken identity”
37  “Ysleta del ___
      ______” of El Paso
38  as yet, there’s
      not _  ____ for
      COVID-19
40  gunslinger Jesse
41  travel by water
44  taxis
47  a city on the Rio
      Grande, on U.S. 83
49  TXism: “he shoots
      _____’ eye bullets”
      (good shot)  
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    Puzzle
 Solution

S-1516

      H A R T
      E V E R
      R O M A
      E C O N
      F A T S T O C K S H O W
      O D E P O F B R O A D W A Y
      R O  V A N S  S T E I N S
 D O W S E D  T O D O  D U E S  A L
 H E R E A B O U T S  W A R D  A T E
  D I A T R I B E  S A L E  A C O T
   T R I A L B Y J U R Y  S C A L A 
    I N N  S O A R S  C A U S E
    M A D   U M P  Z A I R E
         R E U S A B L E
          S E E P S
           B E A
           L I T
           O N A 

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
DAILYDAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
• LASER THERAPY
• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
• ONCOLOGY
• ENDOSCOPY 

www.metalmar ts.com

817-599-4186 • Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street • Weatherford, Texas 76087

GOING GREEN with COOL ROOFING

�
�

ENERGY EFFICIENT 
& LOOKS GREAT!

WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN

MULTIPLE SIZES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 25 years!

MMMetal Mart
THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
� RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
� CUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING � PURLIN & TUBING
� EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
� MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS � POWER TOOLS
� VENTS & SKYLIGHTS � HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
� SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT � INSULATION
� SEALANTS & CLOSURES � CARPORT PACKAGES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 28 years!

621 N. FM 1187, ALEDO, TX 
817-441-2702 • FAX: 817-441-2708

Store Hours: M-F 8:30-6:30 • Saturday 9 am-Noon

• Compounding Specialists 
Hormone Therapy 
Weight Loss 
E D Medications 
Smoking Cessation 
Pain Creams 
Veterinarian Medications 
Herbal Medications

• Nursing Homes
• Assisted Living
• Medicare Billing for Flu & 

Pneumonia Immunizations

Compare  
our prices with 

chain pharmacies 
and mail  

order

Flu  
Shots Now 
Available

Life insurance 
from a real-life 
person.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Get life insurance that comes 
with someone local (me).  
I’m here to help you protect 
your family’s financial future. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708148

Bobby J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX  76008

Bus: 817-441-9966
bobby@bobbyrigues.com

TexSCAN Week of 
February 21, 2021

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTIONS
Guns of Estate Auction – Feb. 27, 10 a.m., 
Wheeler County Show Barns. 50+ Guns: rifles, 
shotguns, handguns, ammo, 80 gun safe. See 
www.loydsauction.com for info & pictures. See 
Lyndon Loyd Auctioneers on Facebook, Lyndon Loyd 
Auctioneers (806) 334-0407 (Lic. 7119), Cole Wilson 
Auctioneers (806) 662-5796 (Lic.17319).

Special Female Sale, Sat. Feb. 27, noon, Hallettsville 
Livestock Commission Co., Hallettsville, TX. Available 
to buy & bid online: LiveAuctions.TV 2.0, Margo 
Paeltz (937) 515-1194. Kim Hagan: (361) 293-4720, 
Mark Hagan: (361) 293-8116, Mike Heller: (361) 
293-4949, David Heller: (979) 743-0436.

EVENTS
Southeast Texas Boat, Sport & RV Show. March 5-7, 
Ford Park, Beaumont, TX. See over 50 brands in 1 
location! SETXBOATRVSHOW.COM.

Golden Triangle Home & Garden Show, March 
5-6-7, Ford Park, Beaumont, TX. See a multitude 
of Home Improvement Professionals in 1 location! 
GoldenTriangleHomeAndGardenShow.com.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power 
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Schedule your FREE in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-855-704-8579. Special financing for 
qualified customers.

INTERNET
AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month. Get More For 
Your High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today 
1-855-439-5457.

MAINTENANCE
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-855-901-0467 
for details. www.dental50plus.com/txpress.   6118-0219 

WANTED
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114.Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call (312) 291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com.

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes – 
Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper Pulls. 
In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty or Clean! 
I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we can apply for 
one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or servics advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Texans from Lubbock to Longview 
shivered under single-digit tempera-
tures as their week began, with snow 
and ice creating dangerous road con-
ditions throughout the state. Gov. 
Greg Abbott issued a disaster decla-
ration for all 254 Texas counties and 
urged residents to stay alert to chang-
ing weather conditions. The Texas 
Division of Emergency Management 
deployed resources from various 
state agencies to prepare roadways, 
assist motorists, remove downed 
trees and perform search-and-rescue 
operations if necessary.

State officials with both the 
Electric Reliability Council of Texas 
and the Public Utility Commission 
asked residents to conserve as much 
power as possible due to the record 
demand for electricity caused by the 
record low temperatures. 

“The lowest temperatures Texas 
has seen in decades necessitate a 
shared response across the state, from 

households to factories,” said PUC 
chairman DeAnn Walker. “Along with 
the tools ERCOT uses to maintain the 
reliability of the grid, common-sense 
conservation also plays a critical role in 
our state’s endurance of this challenge.”

Take precautions when 
using space heaters

The harsh weather, which in much 
of the state could continue until the 
weekend, means more Texans are 
relying on space heaters. “But be cau-
tious,” said Orlando Hernandez, the 
state fire marshal. “In the past few 
years, several fatal Texas fires were 
started by space heaters.” 

Hernandez offered four tips for 
space heater safety:

• Inspect a heater before you use 
it. Make sure there are no cracked or 
broken plugs or loose connections.

• Plug space heaters directly into 
a wall outlet.

• Keep your space heater at least 
three feet from anything that can 
burn.

• Turn off your space heaters 
before you leave the room or go to 
bed. Look for models that shut off 
automatically when tipped over.

About 80% of home heating fire 
fatalities nationally involve space 
heaters, according to the National 
Fire Protection Association.

More than 1 million Texans 
fully vaccinated

The state passed the one million 
mark of Texans who have received 
both doses of the COVID-19 vaccine, 
according to the Texas Department of 
State Health Services. More than 2.8 
million have received the first dose. 

The state, as it did last week, is 
receiving more than 400,000 doses. 
The vaccine is being shipped from 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention to 302 providers in 158 
counties. In addition, the federal gov-
ernment has shipped 80,000 doses 
across the state to 376 pharmacies, 
including CVS, H-E-B, Walmart and 
a group of independent pharmacies. 
Details of the allocations are avail-
able on the DSHS vaccine allocations 
page (https://tinyurl.com/1klvcfip).

The number of new cases of 
COVID-19 continues to drop, with 
73,888 reported statewide last week, 
down more than 50% from the record 
high of nearly 159,000 recorded Jan. 
10-16. However, weekly fatalities 
continue to hover just below 2,000, 
not far below the record high of 2,311 
set the week of Jan. 17.

COVID-19 rental relief  
program unveiled

Renters hard hit by the pan-
demic with job losses now can seek 

relief through the Texas Rent Relief 
Program, which was rolled out on 
Monday, Feb. 15. More than $1 billion 
has been allocated to Texas through 
the latest COVID-19 federal stimulus 
bill to assist tenants in paying rent 
and utilities. It will be administered 
by the Texas Department of Housing 
and Community Affairs.

To qualify, households must be 
at or below 80% of the area median 
income. Preference will be given 
to households with income below 
50% of the area median income, 
and households where one or more 
members have been unemployed for 
at least 90 days.

Applications can be submitted 
online at TexasRentRelief.com, or 
by calling 1-833-9TX-RENT (1-833-
989-7368) from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Monday through Saturday. 

Deadline nears for Texas 
Tuition Promise Fund

Texas parents have until the end 
of February to enroll their children 
in the state’s prepaid college tuition 
fund. Enrollment for children under 
1 year continues through July 31. 
The Texas Tuition Promise Fund 
allows parents to lock in current 
undergraduate tuition rates and fees 
at the state’s public colleges and 
universities. 

Earnings from money placed 
in the fund are tax free. The next 
enrollment period begins on Sept. 1. 
For more information, go to https://
www.texastuitionpromisefund.
com/.

Texas ranked top exporting 
state for 19th straight year

Once again, the Lone Star State 
leads the nation in exports. Its 
$279.3 billion in exports outpaced 
California and New York com-
bined. The state also led the United 
States in tech exports for the eighth 
straight year. 

“Texas’ exporting prowess is a 
testament to our business-friendly 
climate, strong trade partnerships, 
and most of all, the millions of hard-
working Texans in communities 
across our state,” Gov. Abbott said in 
a press release. 

Petroleum-related products 
dominated the top 10 list of exports, 
occupying six of those spots, accord-
ing to the Census Bureau.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-win-
ning Texas journalist. He published 
a number of community newspapers 
in Texas during a 30-year span, 
including in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. 
Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

Capital Highlights

Snow, ice, single-digit temps blanket the state

Gary Borders
gborders@texaspress.com

QUOTABLE
“The sun did not shine. It was too wet to 
play. So we sat in the house. All that cold, 

cold, wet 
day.”

- Dr. Seuss



 6  February 19, 2021  THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Pastor, Clark Bosher

CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 •SAT 8-2
WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Are you growing with us?”
Residential & Commercial

817-441-7777

• Topsoils & Custom Soil Blends
• Compost & Mulches
• Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas 
since l986

Pick up or Delivery Available

Infant • Preschool • After School Care

132 El Chico Trail
Willow Park, TX 76087

817-441-1773
SproutsAcademyAledo.com 

匀瀀爀漀甀琀猀
䄀挀愀搀攀洀礀

Infant • Preschool • After School Care

5073 I-20 Service Rd N
Willow Park, TX 76087

817-441-1906
SproutsLearningCenter.net 

匀瀀爀漀甀琀猀
䄀挀愀搀攀洀礀

New Center in 2018 serving the Walsh Ranch area

Learni�  Center

匀瀀爀漀甀琀猀
䄀挀愀搀攀洀礀

132 El Chico Trail, Willow Park
817-441-1773

5073 I-20 Service Rd N, Willow Park, TX
817-441-1906

SproutsLearningCenter.net 

11801 Camp Bowie Blvd, Aledo
817-560-4295

SproutsAcademyAledo.com
sproutsacademypreschool@yahoo.com

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

Our newest additional location Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel
4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

16250 Old Weatherford Road 16250 Old Weatherford Road •• Aledo, Texas Aledo, Texas
For current Mass Times visit our website at:

www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org
For more information contact the Parish Offi  ce at 817-441-3500

Jim Martin
REALTOR®

Owner – MartinLandSales.com

5600 E. I-20 Service Rd S
Willow Park, TX 76008

Ofc:  817.441.2102
Fax:  817.441.2511

Cell:  817.538.6846
Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com  

King and Schriver both pointed 
to a similar circumstance in 2011.

“We had an incident like this 
where we lost about 8,000 mega-
watts of power,” King said. “And 
the legislature convened some hear-
ings and came back with basically a 
directive to ERCOT to ensure that 
proper winterization was conducted 
or was in place. And apparently, that 
did not happen, or it did not happen 
to the degree that it should have. 
And so ERCOT is the one that ulti-
mately is responsible as well as the 
Public Utilities Commission.

“And maybe we’ll find they didn’t 
have the authority and enforcement 
power they needed. If that’s the case, 
they should have been standing on 
the Capitol steps with a bullhorn, 
you know, bringing it to the legis-
lature for the last 10 years that they 
did not have what they needed to 
make sure that the electric power 
industry could respond to this type 
of weather crisis.”

Schriver pointed out that 
ERCOT’s number one mission is to 
make sure the electric grid in Texas 
doesn’t go down. “The fear is if the 
grid entirely comes down, it will 
take a long time for them to bring 
the grid back up. So safety features 
that all utilities have had in place 
since the 2003-4 era are called ‘load 
shedding.’

“We have devices on all utility 
systems that say if the generators 
trip off while we’re running, these 
devices will kick off part of your 
consumers. So the grid will not 
have more users than what gen-
erations are there. There’s also a 

safety feature beyond that called 
‘manual load shift.’ So that when 
power plants, multiple power plants 
cannot produce the power and the 
usage is way up, ERCOT can call 
orders out to utilities – they start at 
the transmission level, like Oncor 
Transmission, Brazon Transmission, 
Centerpoint Transmission. And 
then from there, those transmission 
companies send the orders down 
to the distribution utilities like Tri-
County to say this is your portion of 
the overall grid responsibility that 
we need you to load shed or move 
around.”

 Schriver said that on Wednesday, 
ERCOT’s order to Tri-County Co-Op 
was to “shed” 134 megawatts.

“We have to go find 134 mega-
watts of power on our system and 
we have to turn it off. What we do 
so that we do not take one set of 
our members and leave them off 
entirely, we go find 134 megawatts 
and we turn them off. Then they go 

find another group of our members 
that’s 134 megawatts. We turn them 
off as well. But then we turn the 
previous 134 back on, and that’s 
rolling blackouts or rolling outages 
that occur across our system. We’ve 
been doing that since ERCOT called 
those orders out to us on Monday 
morning (about 1:30 a.m.).

“Until ERCOT gives that order, 
we’ll be in rolling blackouts.”

Schriver declined to comment 
on the extended, days-long outages 
experienced by many Oncor cus-
tomers in the area.

Where do we go  
from here?

Schriver said “there’ll be a lot 
of blame and finger-pointing. But, 
from a safety standpoint, we’re very, 
very fortunate we didn’t lose the 
entire grid. We’re pretty fortunate 
that those people that were able 
to have power or that were able to 
keep it on, the 911, the fire stations, 

whatever else we had, we were for-
tunate that we didn’t lose the entire 
grid because I think it would have 
been the darkest day in anybody’s 
history that if we’d had this state 
completely blocked out say from 
Sunday or Monday on, what that 
would have done.

“I don’t mean to undervalue the 
number of people who have had to 
sit without power since Sunday or 
Monday; I’m very sorry for them 
as well. But can you imagine if the 
safety protocols at ERCOT were not 
enacted, we would have probably 
lost the grid. There will always be 
room for improvements and adjust-
ments, and what are we going to do 
when this much generation cannot 
produce. We noticed that several 
generation fleets are not running 
within even 50% of their capacity in 
ERCOT. Something’s got to change 
there, we’re relying on plants to be 
run. I think you’re gonna see main-
tenance changes and how power 
plants are maintained; I think 
you’re going to see standards that 
power plants have to exercise better 
maintenance so their pipes don’t 
freeze. I think you’re gonna see a 
concerted effort to say, ‘what are we 
going to do to keep natural gas from 
ever freezing like that again?’ So I 
think there’ll be a lot of armchair 
quarterbacking going on when this 
is over with. And there probably be 
some pretty significant changes to 
all of us on how we operate on the 
grid going forward.”

King said there would be hear-
ings on the issue in the Texas 
legislature starting Thursday of next 
week.

“I suspect we’re in for several 
weeks of hearings and we’ll peel 
away all the layers of the onion 

and I think we’ll find that ERCOT 
did not do its job,” King said. And 
I think we’ll find that the Public 
Utility Commission did not do its 
job. And I think we’ll find that’s 
probably what caused the shortages 
were those three things I mentioned, 
water intake systems freezing up, 
running out of fuel for the natural 
gas plants, and in this over-reliance 
on green energy wind generation, 
which you can control.

In the near term, King said 
the next couple of weeks would be 
devoted to getting all of the generat-
ing plants operational.

“Over the next few months, I 
think we’ll be making sure that 
ERCOT and the Public Utility 
Commission has the authority they 
need to require the electric power 
industry to be fully prepared for 
catastrophic events. We’ve done a 
good job of being prepared for hur-
ricanes and tornadoes and things 
like that. They have not done a good 
job of preparing for winter storms 
like this And this has happened 
twice in the last 10 years. It’s not like 
there’s a problem that people don’t 
know how to solve. The problem 
has been that in Texas, we haven’t 
given the attention that they have in 
Minnesota or Wisconsin where they 
deal with this every winter. Here, 
we’re just going to have to get the 
Texas power grid and power plants 
up to those standards.”

King, whose own power was off 
at the time of the interview, said he 
felt fortunate to have a generator.

“We’re fine even if everything 
goes out completely,” King said. “I 
worry about our homeless in our 
and our poor and our medically 
fragile — those are the people who 
are really hurting.

URI
from page four
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Matt Morris
817-529-5325 
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Proud to 
Support the Aledo 

Bearcats

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra 
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Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening
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Water Purification System

2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 · Fort Worth, TX 76116

Too hot to handle
Lady Falcons’ 3-point  
shooting scorches Aledo
By Micah McCartney 
The Community News

The postseason for the Aledo Ladycats 
came to an abrupt end in the 5A Region I 
bi-district round Thursday at Bridgeport 
High School.

After finishing in a three-way tie for 
second in District 5-5A, the Ladycats lost 
the coin flip and fell to the fourth seed, 
drawing a first-round matchup against 
the 6-5A champion Lake Dallas Lady 
Falcons.

Aledo trailed Lake Dallas by three 
after the first frame, 11-8. The Lady 
Falcons flew past the Lady Cats with a 
strong shooting performance behind the 
arc, nailing nine 3-pointers en route to a 
64-35 win.

Aledo’s season ended with an 8-16 
record and 5-5 in league play.

“Our team fought really hard,” Aledo 
coach Nikki Hyles said. “Lake Dallas is a 
really good team — they’ve got some size 
and really good shooters. We knew it was 
going to be an uphill battle coming into 
the game. I’m proud of my kids for exe-
cuting to the best of their ability tonight. 
They never gave up, worked hard, fought 
and competed. That’s all I could have 
asked for.

“They were just on fire with their 
3-pointers,” she continued. “I’d have to 
imagine their shooting percentage was 
over 50 percent from the outside. They’ve 
got several shooters, so it was hard to 
account for all of them. Obviously, we 
need to get in there and work on our 
man-to-man defense, find those shooters 
and extend.”

Lake Dallas raced ahead with an 
11-8 opening statement. Junior guard 
Mackenzie Buss started the game with six 
points in the first eight minutes. Junior 
guard Jorja Elliott added five.

Aledo’s offense was braced in the 
first frame by sophomore forward Claire 
Byars’ five points.

The Ladycats could not stop the Lady 
Falcons from deep. Lake Dallas sopho-
more guard Camryn Richardson caught 
fire on the team’s 24-11 run with three 
3-pointers and nine points.

At the intermission, Lake Dallas led 
Aledo, 35-19.

Aledo junior guard Addyson Hebel 
attempted to keep her team in the con-
test with six points in the second quarter. 
Junior forward Kylie Anderson added 
nine.

Hebel led Aledo’s offense with a team-
high 13 points on the night.

Out of the break, Aledo’s offense was 
stymied by the Lake Dallas defense. Hebel 
netted all of the Ladycats’ six points in the 
third frame.

Lake Dallas continued its shooting 
success with four deep shots by Elliott 
(2), Richardson and junior guard Bailey 
Broughton. The Lady Falcons added an 
18-6 push to increase their lead heading 
to the fourth, 53-25.

In the final frame, Lake Dallas closed 
the game with an 11-10 attack led by soph-
omore post Shadiamond Wilson’s four 
points. Aledo’s Byars led the Ladycats’ 
closing statement with five points.

Byars helped Aledo’s efforts with 10 
points. Junior forward Kylie Anderson 
added five.

“It’s been a daily battle and a grind all 
season long,” Hyles said. “We’ve had kids 
quarantined during the season, and we 
actually had one that had to miss tonight.

“It’s been a battle coming to practice 
every day, trying to stay healthy and do 
the right things, and wearing the masks 
and social distancing,” she continued. 
“But I’m proud of everything these girls 
have fought through. They’ve done a 
great job this season.”
Aledo 8 11 6 10 35
Lake Dallas 11 24 18 11 64
Addyson Hebel 13, Claire Byars 10, Kylie Anderson 5, Sophie 
Smith 3, Kandle Boggus 2, Presley Hull 2

ON THE
SIDE

Spring Sports
FEBRUARY 23

Boys’ Soccer - Covid Make-Up

JV Tennis at Grapevine Tournament, 
Away

Softball vs. Lakeridge, Away, VAR - 7 
p.m., JV - 5 p.m.

JV Boys’ Golf at Buzzy Open, Away, 
JV - 8 AM

FEBRUARY 24

JV Girls’ Golf vs. Burleson HS 
Tournament, Away

FEBRUARY 25

Track & Field at 4 Teams JV & Var, 
Away

Softball at Var Mansfield 
Tournament, Home

FEBRUARY 26

Boys’ Soccer vs. Azle, Home, VAR - 
7 p.m., JV - 5:30 p.m.

Girls’ Soccer vs. Azle, Away, VAR - 7 
p.m., JV - 5:30 p.m.

Varsity Tennis at Grapevine 
Tournament, Away

Var Boys’ Golf at Bearcat Brawl, 
Home, VAR - 8 AM

Var Girls’ Golf at Burleson 
Tournament, Away, VAR - 8 AM

MARCH 2

Boys’ Soccer - Covid Make-Up

Softball vs. Waxahachie, Away, VAR - 
7 p.m., JV - 5 p.m.

MARCH 3

JV Tennis at Chisholm Tr 
Tournament, Away

MARCH 4

Track & Field at Brewer JV, Away

Softball vs. Var Coppell Tournament, 
Away

MARCH 5

Boys’ Soccer vs. WF Rider, Home, 
VAR - 7 p.m., JV - 5:30 p.m.

Girls’ Soccer vs. WF Rider, Home, 
VAR - 7 p.m., JV - 5:30 p.m.

Varsity Tennis at Chisholm Tr 
Tournament, Away

Var Girls’ Golf at Lady Pirate 
Tournament, Away, VAR - 8 AM

MARCH 6

Softball vs. JV Hillsboro Tournament, 
Away

Track & Field at Brewer Var, Away

MARCH 8

JV Girls’ Golf at Burleson Centennial 
Tournament, Away, JV - 8 AM

MARCH 9

Boys’ Soccer vs. Wichita Falls, 
Home, VAR - 7 p.m., JV - 5:30 p.m.

Girls’ Soccer vs. Wichita Falls, Away, 
VAR - 7 p.m., JV - 5:30 p.m.

Softball vs. Brewer, Away, VAR - 7 
p.m., JV - 5 p.m.

MARCH 10

JV Boys’ Golf at Chick-Fil-A 
Tournament, Away, JV - 8 AM

Track & Field at Bearcat Relays JV, 
Home

MARCH 11

Varsity Tennis at Timbercreek 
Tournament, Away

Track & Field at Bearcat Var, Home

Softball at JV Brock Tournament, 
Away

MARCH 12

Boys’ Soccer - Covid Make-Up

Softball vs. Granbury, Home, VAR - 7 
p.m., JV - 5 p.m.

Var Girls’ Golf at Burleson 
Tournament, Away, VAR - 8 AM

MARCH 16

Softball vs. Azle, Away, VAR - 7 p.m., 
JV - 5 p.m.

MARCH 22

MICAH MCCARTNEY/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Claire Byars goes to the basket in traffic against Lake Dallaas in the Ladycats’ bi-district loss. Byars 
had 10 points in the game.

MICAH MCCARTNEY/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Reagan Davis drives around a Lake Dallas defender.
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Office:  817-443-9747

Fax:  817-887-2271

Mobile:  254-592-8739

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

ChristiJamesInsurance.com
Serving all your home, auto, business and life insurance needs.

CHRISTI  JAMES
BRANCH OWNER/AGENT

cjames@twfg.com

Independent agency serving all your home,  
auto, business and life insurance needs

NO MATTER YOUR NEED, 
WE HAVE YOU COVERED
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
A FREE QUOTE!

Office:  817-443-9747
Mobile: 254-592-8739
Email: cjames@twfg.com

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008 BRANCH OWNER

Office:  817-443-9747

Fax:  817-887-2271

Mobile:  254-592-8739

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

ChristiJamesInsurance.com
Serving all your home, auto, business and life insurance needs.

CHRISTI  JAMES
BRANCH OWNER/AGENT

cjames@twfg.com

FULL 
gymnastics 

class each day! 

Space is LIMITED –reserve your spot today! 

Registered Families

$205 monthly tuition 

$50 Supply Fee

100 Nu Energy Drive Ste.3 Aledo, Texas 76008 
impactathletictc.net impactathletictc@yahoo.com 817-899-6681

FLY HIGH with our TEAM!
Join our cheer prep classes to get you ready for 

Impact’s COMPETITIVE team try outs to be held May 1, 2021 

Soar with our Middle school & High school try out clinics!
Ages 5 & up

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. and Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc:817-441-2425 • Fax: 817-441-2491
www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

817-901-9455
5050 S Hwy 5

Aledo, TX

EVERYONE WELCOME
WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC

Henry Perez

• Concrete Work 
Color Stain, Stamped 
Concrete in all  
Designs & Patterns

Build Your Foundation Right  
The First Time

432.209.1154 • hperezconstruction@yahoo.com

• Excavation, Dirt Work
• Driveways, Ramps, Curbs
• Foundations
• Retaining Walls

103 W. Church • 817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

Propane Sales 
and Service

On the Square 
in Weatherford

YEARSYEARS
OF PROPANE

1958-2019

MICAH MCCARTNEY/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Addyson Hebel

MICAH MCCARTNEY/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Presley Hull


