
that would further help transport 
some water to Hudson Oaks. 

Willow Park’s water is current-
ly produced from 26 wells around 
the city, which are supplied by 
the Trinity and Paluxy aquifers. 
While the wells can produce up 

to 1.6 million gallons of water per 
day, the city water usage aver-
ages to 1.2 million gallons daily 
in the summer, leaving little for 
emergencies.

City officials said the extension 
would bring in an additional 3.5 

million gallons per day, on average, 
totaling about 5 million gallons 
per day.

The initial work will begin 
at the beginning of March near 

Commentary
Richard Henderson shares an unforgettable 
memory from his dad in honor of Black 
History Month.
PAGE 6

Bringing Hardware
AHS tennis team has successful South Hills 
Tournament.
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Playoff Time
Both hoops teams in playoffs. One sched-
uled, one not yet.
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Read 
Across 
Aledo 
kicks off
Staff Reports
The Community News

The Aledo PTO is partnering with the 
East Parker County Library to provide 
a family engagement school fundraiser 
that shares love of reading while teach-
ing children the importance of giving 
back to the community.

Read Across Aledo, powered by Read 
for my School, runs from Feb. 11 to 
March 2.

Aledo area families are invited to 
help their children track their progress 
using Read for My School’s digital plat-
form and share your child’s donation 
page with friends and family to raise 
money for the fundraiser.

 Reading and fundraising goals 
include:

• a reading goal to reach 1,000,000 
minutes read; and

• a fundraising goal of $100,000 to 
support various Aledo PTO programs 
initiatives, Aledo ISO schools, and the 
East Parker County Library.

To register your stu-
dent, scan the QR Code 
shown here using your 
mobile device or visit 
www.readformyschool.
com. You can also down-
load and register on 

DR. SEUSS STORYTIME
The East Parker County Library 
will kick off Read Across Aledo 
with story time at 10:30 a.m. on 
Friday, Feb. 12. Aledo Mayor Kit 
Marshall will read two books: Dr. 
Seuss’ Sleep Book and I Am NOT 
Going to Get up Today.

Children are encouraged to go to 
the library in pajamas and to bring 
blankets or sleeping bags and 
their favorite stuffed animals.

For more information, call the 
library at 817-441-6545.

Turn to READING, page 2

BUSINESS

Funding Farmers
Aledo man creates  
company to match 
small investors with 
farmers and ranchers
By Randy Keck
The Community News

In the process of buying food, 
we rarely think about the farms 
and ranches that produced the 
meat, vegetables, and fruits we 
consume. Behind almost every 
grocery purchase is a farmer, 
rancher, or other agricultural 
producer — and a small or large 
business behind the operation.

Funding for farms and ranch-
es, especially smaller ones, does 
not always come easy, and that’s 
where Harvest Returns has 
stepped in.

The inspiration of Aledoan 
Chris Rawley, Harvest Returns 
matches up food producers and 
investors.

“We moved to Parker County, 
in 2013, and I‘ve been an investor 
for a long time. This is the first 
time I’ve ever lived out in a place 
where there’s a lot of farms and 
ranches, and every day, taking 
the girls to school or driving to 
work, I drive by Beggs Ranch and 
Walsh and I see all the cows and 
the sheep and the goats and llama 
and everything else that peo-
ple grow out in Parker County,” 

Rawley said. “At the same time, I 
spent a lot of time traveling with 
the Navy. And I was working at 
a real estate development com-
pany at the time. And I thought, 
‘maybe I should look into invest-
ing in a farm.’”

Rawley said it didn’t turn out 
to be as simple a proposition as 
he thought.

“It turns out that unless you 
have a whole lot of money and 
buy a large enough piece of land 
and know what you’re doing, it’s 

pretty hard to just get started 
from square one with a farm,” 
he said. “At the same time, there 
were real estate investment plat-
forms that were coming online 
around 2014, 2015 that allowed 
you to invest in commercial real 
estate deals by just pressing a few 
buttons, just kind of like invest-
ing in stocks. So I had an idea in 
2016 to combine those two ideas, 
which would be investing in farm-
ing, and investing in an online 
platform.”

Rawley reached out to one of 
his Texas A&M buddies, fellow 
Parker County resident Austin 
Maness, and together they start-
ed the company, which has been 
growing ever since.

Right off the bat, Harvest 
Returns was a top-100 finalist for 
Startup of the Year, a global com-
petition and network established 
to elevate and support startup 
founders. It has also been named 
one of the best tech startups 

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Chris Rawley created Harvest Returns in 2016. Since then, the company has raised more than $10 million 
in capital for farmers and ranchers.

Turn to HARVEST, page 3

WILLOW PARK

Water line construction expected to begin in March
Potential monthly fees 
for storm water  
drainage
By Brandi Addison
The Community News

Willow Park city officials are 
hopeful this summer will be the 
first in many that the city doesn’t 
face a near water supply shortage.

With more than five years of 
negotiating and planning behind 
them, Willow Park city officials 
expect the Fort Worth water proj-
ect to begin in just a matter of 
days.

The city first partnered with 
Hudson Oaks in 2016 to fund the 
water transmission project, which 
will bring water from Fort Worth 
to Willow Park. 

The near $20 million project 
— divided into a 52-48 cost split 
between Willow Park and Hudson 
Oaks, respectively — will include 
a 24-inch approach water main, 
wholesale water meter station, 
storage tank, and pump station 

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Workers are busy building the new Willow Park playground on the site of the old public safety building. The 
city expects the park to be ready around spring break time.

Turn to WATER, page 4
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HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED 
CALL CIRRA NETWORKS TODAY

(817) 259-1100  |  www.cirranet.net

The Center is proud to welcome, 
Talha Riaz, MD

He is seeing patients at our Weatherford and Mineral Wells locations

Medical Oncologist and HematologistMedical Oncologist and Hematologist

Dr. Riaz is excited to be in North Texas where he will be close to his           Dr. Riaz is excited to be in North Texas where he will be close to his           
family and looks forward to helping and providing its community family and looks forward to helping and providing its community 
members with exceptional care. Dr. Riaz and his wife Dr. Bismah members with exceptional care. Dr. Riaz and his wife Dr. Bismah 
Siddiqui are parents to one daughter and are thrilled to be starting their new Siddiqui are parents to one daughter and are thrilled to be starting their new 
chapter in life here.  In his spare time, Dr. Riaz loves to travel with family and chapter in life here.  In his spare time, Dr. Riaz loves to travel with family and 
friends, enjoys music, and is also a huge soccer fan (Fan of Liverpool FC).friends, enjoys music, and is also a huge soccer fan (Fan of Liverpool FC).

HOPE IS HERE
SETTING A NEW STANDARD 

FOR ONCOLOGY CARE

Support services generously provided 
by the Careity Foundation 

FORT WORTH CENTRAL CAMPUS • FORT WORTH SOUTHWEST • ARLINGTON 
WEATHERFORD • BURLESON • GRANBURY • MINERAL WELLS • STEPHENVILLE

NICHOLAS YARROBINO, PA-C | DeETTE VASQUES, DO, FACOG, FACOOG, 
GYNECOLOGIC ONCOLOGY |BRENDA WARNER, NRCMA, |

CHERIE LINCOLN - SURGERY SCHEDULER | TONZA SIMON, NRCMA

WWW.THECENTERTX.COM
817.759.7000

Support Services provided by the 
Careity Foundation

RANCH HOUSE PROFESSIONAL BUILDING

126 RANCH HOUSE ROAD

MARCUS GLEATON, OD
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

ALEDO FAMILY EYE CARE
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

A MEMBER OF

visionsource-aledofamilyeyecare.com

Mark A. McAdams, DDS

Suite 800 • (817) 441-8003

CATLIN, LILLARD & CO. PC
Tax, Assurance,
Consulting,
Business Advisors

Suite 1200 • (817) 441-2600 • clc-cpa.com
S. Brian Catlin, CPA  Ralph Lillard, CPA

Trusted since 1977

23
96

58

Dale Mares, AAMS
817-441-5061
126 S. Ranch house Rd., #600
Aledo 

Insurance and discounts subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance 
Co. Life insurance offered through Allstate Life Ins. Co. & Allstate Assurance Co. Northbrook, IL; and American Heritage Life Insurance Co., 
Jacksonville, FL. Securities offered by Personal Financial Representatives through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA).  
Registered Broker-Dealer. Member FINRA, SIPC. Main Office: 2920 South 84th Street, Lincoln, NE 68506. (877) 525-5727. © 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.
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Our newest additional location
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“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”
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16250 Old Weatherford Road 16250 Old Weatherford Road •• Aledo, Texas Aledo, Texas
For current Mass Times visit our website at:

www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org
For more information contact the Parish Offi  ce at 817-441-3500

Jim Martin
REALTOR®

Owner – MartinLandSales.com

5600 E. I-20 Service Rd S
Willow Park, TX 76008

Ofc:  817.441.2102
Fax:  817.441.2511

Cell:  817.538.6846
Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com  

Read for My School apps on 
Apple App and Google Play 
stores using the fundraiser 
name “Read Across aledo” and 
the invitation code 42405.

When completing your 
child’s reader profile, you must 
choose a team:

If you are student in grades 
Pre-K through 8th who is 
enrolled with Aledo ISD, 
choose your grade level and 
campus.

If you are a student who is 
not enrolled with Aledo ISD 
(for example, homeschool fam-
ilies or families with children 
younger than Pre-K), choose 
the East Parker County Library 
Team.

Once teams are formed, 
participants are ready to start 
reading and fundraising for the 
Aledo PTO and the East Parker 
County Library. For more infor-
mation, email 
fundraising@
aledopto.org.

Anyone who 
does not have a 
child in the pro-
gram but would 
like to make a donation can 
visit https://app.readformyschool.
com/event/9ea467/read-across-
aledo to make a donation on 
behalf of Mr. Bearcat.

READING
from page one

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

After many months of dirt work, utility installation, and road construction, the new Willow Park Baptist Church 
has started to take shape at Crown Pointe. The construction of the sanctuary and additional facilities should be 
ready in early 2022.

BAND IN THE

STANDS

The Aledo High School Jazz Band 
had an opportunity to perform 
recently at the Aledo-Rider boys 
basketball game. Shown are Marco 
Lozzi and Ben Cannell.

mailto:draising@aledopto.org
mailto:draising@aledopto.org
https://app.readformyschool.com/event/9ea467/read-across-aledo
https://app.readformyschool.com/event/9ea467/read-across-aledo
https://app.readformyschool.com/event/9ea467/read-across-aledo
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Auto – Home – Life

Business – Legal Shield

705 N FM 1187
P O Box 967

Aledo, Texas 76008
www.doylemoss.com

817-441-9053
fax 817-441-7145

We represent:
• Germania
• State Auto
• Allstate
• Progressive
• Safeco
• and many others

Serving Aledo, Parker County and Texas

Doyle Moss
doyle@doylemoss.com

Linda Moss
linda@doylemoss.com

(817) 835-5000
www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or 
attend school in Tarrant, Denton, 

Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St. 

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union 

White’s 
Funeral Home
130 Houston Ave. • Weatherford 

817-596-4811
www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family
serving 

your family
since 1908.

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
DAILYDAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
• LASER THERAPY
• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
• ONCOLOGY
• ENDOSCOPY 

by  Tech Tribune. To date, 22 farms 
and ranches have been funded, more 
than $10.4 million has been raised, 
and $1.7 million has been distribut-
ed to investors.

Investments are as diverse 
as cocoa farms in Ghana; green-
house produce in New Hampshire; 
microalgae in New Jersey; hydro-
ponic produce in Alabama, Texas, 
and Kentucky; a bamboo farm in 
Florida; organic hemp in Colorado; 
and cattle operations in Kansas, 
Georgia, California, and Kansas.

“With our investments, you’re 
having an ownership stake in a 
farm,” Rawley said. “But it’s not like 
you own a rental property or some-
thing where you’re having to make 
decisions on how often I’m going 
to feed the cows and what kind of 
seeds am I going to plant this year; 
you’re not making those decisions 
— the farmer’s doing all that — all 
you’re doing is is taking a stake in 
the farm and keeping updated from 
the farmer who’s doing all the work 
and you collect your returns from 
that farm as it grows crops.”

Harvest Returns is not subject 
to the volatility of the stock mar-
ket because the investments are all 
investments with private farmers.

Investments can range from six 
months up to seven or eight years 
for “people who are okay with hav-
ing their money work for them and 
kind of a slower manner. Our invest-
ments start at $5,000, so it’s more 

than buying a handful of stocks, but 
it’s also a lot less than some of the 
real estate investment trusts and 
things like that, that it might take 
$15,000 to get into.”

Harvest Returns’ website speaks 
of “democratizing agriculture.” 
Rawley explained that term:

“Agriculture has been an invest-
ment that a lot of very wealthy 
people have invested in over the 
years. Bill Gates is the largest farm-
land owner in the United States, 
Warren Buffett’s a big farmland 
owner — obviously, you have some 
large landowners all over Texas that 
have owned the land for multiple 
generations. At the same time, you 
have University endowments and 
pension funds that will invest in 
hundreds of millions or billions of 
dollars worth of farmland or agricul-
ture, but for smaller investors or the 
average individual investor, there’s 
really not a way to get into that par-
ticular asset class. So that’s the main 
reason we started this company was 
to get more people connections to 
farming via their investments.”

On the other side of the coin are 
the farmers.

“We have all kinds of farmers 
we work with, from multi-genera-
tional farmers that have been doing 
it for four decades to 20-some-
thing-year-olds that are trying to do 
innovative things like indoor agri-
culture or regenerative ranching,” 
Rawley said. “We like to work with 
farmers who either have a team 
or they’ve got some good ranching, 
farming people, agronomy people, 
but also some finance people on 

their team are really business-savvy 
people. Occasionally we’ll work with 
individuals who have both of those., 
but a lot of times, it turns out that 
there are two people or two or more 
people that have a team put together 
that can produce the returns while 
growing the crops or livestock.”

The investments can also take 
different forms.

“We’ve done loans with cattle 
ranchers, grass-fed cattle ranchers 
in particular, but we have also 
done equity investments where our 
investors will take a piece of their 
company, and then at some point, 
they’ll pay us back, they’ll refinance 
our investors out at a targeted rate 
of return, or they will sell their com-
pany to a larger company. And that’s 

how our investors will get their 
money back.

“The first part of the process is 
we do due diligence on those farms 
and make sure that they’re a good 
investment. But then as we’ve raised 
money for the farmer, we help them 
understand their business. For the 
most part, we want to work with 
experienced farmers, so we don’t tell 
them how to how to run their farms. 
We’re not farm managers. But we 
are asset managers. So we help them 
make sure that they’ve had their 
tax documents prepared, things like 
that for the investors to ensure that 
they’re producing updates to our 
investors, the investors want to see 
how their farm is performing.”

According to his biography on 
the company website, Rawley “as 

held corporate management roles in 
Jones Lang LaSalle, Electronic Data 
Systems, L-3 Communications, 
and served as a defense consultant 
at Special Operations Command 
with Blackbird Technologies. He 
has invested in real estate and 
income-producing agriculture for 
nearly two decades. Rawley is an 
angel investor in early-stage agricul-
ture and food companies, including 
the Indian agriculture FinTech com-
pany Jai Kisan. He serves on the 
advisory board of the AgTech start-
up AgroFides.

“As a Captain in the United 
States Navy Reserve, Rawley is 
Chief of Staff for the Naval Reserve 
Surface Forces, helping to over-
see 3,800 sailors supporting fleet 
units around the world. During 
his 28-year military career, Rawley 
has filled a variety of leadership 
positions in naval, expeditionary, 
and joint special operations units 
afloat and ashore. He has deployed 
to Afghanistan, Iraq, Africa, the 
Middle East, and Western Pacific. 
Rawley has a degree from Texas 
A&M University, earned an MBA at 
George Washington University, and 
is a graduate of the U.S. Naval War 
College.”

Rawley’s daughter Emma, a 
2020 graduate of Aledo High 
School, is in her first year at Texas 
A&M and plans to help restore dam-
aged farms and ranches when she 
graduates with a degree in ecologi-
cal restoration.

For more information, visit har-
vestreturns.com.

HARVEST
from page one “Agriculture has been an  

investment that a lot of very 
wealthy people have invested in 
over the years. Bill Gates is the 
largest farmland owner in the 
United States…but for smaller 
investors or the average individual 
investor, there’s really not a way to 
get into that particular asset class. 

- Chris Rawley

Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!Get it Faster!

E-Version subscribers receive their copy of E-Version subscribers receive their copy of The The 
Community NewsCommunity News fi rst! fi rst!

No extra charge for print subscribers.No extra charge for print subscribers.
Visit community-news.com/subscribeVisit community-news.com/subscribe



 4  February 12, 2021		  THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Pastor, Clark Bosher

Notice of Public Hearings
Notice is hereby given that the Planning and Zoning Commission and the City Council 
of the City of Aledo, Parker County, Texas will conduct public hearings in the Aledo 
Community Center, 104 Robinson Court, Aledo, Texas.

First Public Hearing Planning and Zoning Commission
Location: Aledo Community Center
 104 Robinson Court
 Aledo, Texas 76008
Date: Tuesday, February 23, 2021
Time: 6:00 P.M.

Second Public Hearing City Council Meeting
Location: Aledo Community Center
 104 Robinson Court
 Aledo, Texas 76008
Date: Thursday, February 25, 2021
Time: 6:00 P.M.

1) The purpose of the hearing is to receive input regarding consid-
eration of a request for a Zoning Change from (A) Agricultural 
District to (PD R-2) Planned Development Single Family 
Residential District – 87.67 acres of land situated in the E. Oxer 
Survey, Abstract Number 1031, and the J. Wray Survey, Abstract 
Number 1639, Parker County, Texas.

2) The purpose of the hearing is to receive input regarding consid-
eration of a petition for annexation into the City of Aledo 87.67 
acres of land situated in the E. Oxer Survey, Abstract Number 
1031, and the J. Wray Survey, Abstract Number 1639, Parker 
County Texas.

Published in The Community News, February 12, 2021 and posted at Aledo City Hall 
February 9, 2021.

Deana McMullen, City Secretary

TexSCAN Week of 
February 7, 2021

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power 
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Schedule your FREE in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-855-704-8579. Special financing for 
qualified customers.

EVENTS
Southeast Texas Boat, Sport & RV Show. March 5-7, 
Ford Park, Beaumont, TX. See over 50 brands in 1 
location! SETXBOATRVSHOW.COM.

Golden Triangle Home & Garden Show, March 
5-6-7, Ford Park, Beaumont, TX. See a multitude 
of Home Improvement Professionals in 1 location! 
GoldenTriangleHomeAndGardenShow.com.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Have you been diagnosed with Non-Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma? If you have been diagnosed with the 
serious medical condition, Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, 
after exposure to Roundup herbicide, you may be 
entitled to compensation. Call Toll Free: 800-940-8469. 
The Law Offices of Foster & Houston PLLC, Principal 
Office: Austin, TX; Co-counsel may be associated. 

INTERNET
AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month. Get More For 
Your High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today 
1-855-439-5457.

MAINTENANCE
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-855-901-0467 
for details. www.dental50plus.com/txpress.   6118-0219 

WANTED
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114.Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call (312) 291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com.

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes – 
Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper Pulls. 
In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty or Clean! 
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Farm-to-Market 3325, El 
Chico Trail, and Ranch Oak 
Drive.

The cost was original-
ly estimated at about $13.4 
million in 2019, but late last 
year, the city was informed it 
would need to be increased 
to $19.9 million — a change 
that stemmed from the cost 
of the storage tank and pump 
station.

Council members autho-
rized the sale of revenue bonds 
in January, and on Tuesday, 
unanimously voted to submit 
a project information form to 
the Texas Water Development 
Board which requested a 
refund for the debt. 

If approved, the city would 
receive lower interest rates 
for the debt. However, City 
Engineer Derek Turner said at 
the meeting it could take about 
four months to be approved.

“There’s no guarantee that 
they’ll do it, but this being 
an expansion on an existing 
project puts you pretty high 
in the rankings,” Turner said. 
“I don’t really see a scenario 
where they don’t.”

Public hearing for 
storm water drainage 
fees 

During the upcoming 
council meeting on Feb. 23, 
council will hold two pub-
lic hearings regarding storm 
water drainage and the impo-
sition of fees for storm water 
drainage. 

For a single-family resi-
dential lot, the storm water 
drainage would be set at $5.50 
per month per 1,500 square 
feet.

If approved by council, 
Willow Park residents and 
businesses will see the charge 
on their utility bill in the com-
ing months.
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Obituaries
Tom Siler

Thomas 
A. Siler, 78, of 
Willow Park, 
passed away on 
Monday, February 
1, 2021, at his 
home in Willow 
Park surrounded 
by his family. 

Tom grew up 
the oldest of four 
brothers in west 
Tennessee. After 
attending the University 
of Tennessee for a year, he 
joined the Navy in in 1961. 
Tom served as a sonar tech-
nician aboard the nuclear 
submarine USS Halibut, 
stationed out of Pearl 
Harbor.

After his discharge in 
1966, he moved to Odessa. 
There he worked as an 
electrician and married his 
wife, Kathy. They moved 
to Lubbock where he man-
aged apartment complexes 
while they both completed 
their degrees at Texas Tech 
University. They moved to 
Fort Worth in 1978 after 
Tom accepted an electri-
cal engineering position at 
General Dynamics. In 1981, 
he was assigned as a Tech 
Rep for the F-16 program. 
He moved his family to 
Europe where he worked 
with the Danish Air Force 
and later, the Dutch Air 
Force.

Tom and his family 
returned to Fort Worth in 
1986, moving to Willow 
Park in 1991. He retired 
from Lockheed in 2002 
after starting a business, 
Willow Park Air. Tom was 
active in his community. He 
volunteered for many years 
with youth sports in Fort 
Worth and Aledo, Brazos 
Valley Boy Scouts, and his 
church.  

For the past ten years, 
Tom and Kathy enjoyed 

traveling in their 
RV. Tom loved 
exploring the 
countryside and 
talking with peo-
ple he met along 
the way. He was 
known for his 
sense of humor 
and sharing sto-
ries from life 
experiences. Tom 
was always ready 

to help anyone in any way 
he could. 

He was preceded in 
death by his father, Manley 
E. Siler, Sr.; mother, Sara 
L. Siler; and two brothers, 
Manley E. Siler, Jr, and Joe 
M. Siler.

Tom is survived by his 
wife of 50 years, Kathy F. 
Siler; daughter, Jennifer 
L. Siler (Ray Banfield, Jr.) 
of Granbury; son, Jeffrey 
F. Siler (Amy L. Leslie) 
of Fort Worth; brother, 
Richard E. Siler (Carolyn 
T. Siler) of Odessa; sister-
in-law, Bendy Siler Sobol of 
Arizona; three step-grand-
sons; eight nieces and 
nephews; and numerous 
cousins.

A memorial service 
is scheduled for 11 a.m. 
Saturday, February 13, 
2021, at Aledo United 
Methodist Church. Private 
interment will be held at the 
Dallas-Fort Worth National 
Cemetery later.   

Memorials may be made 
to Aledo United Methodist 
Church. To watch the ser-
vice live online, visit the 
Facebook page of Aledo 
United Methodist Church 
at the time of the service: 
facebook.com/aledoumc.
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TXism: “he rides
      rough-____ over
      everybody”
  5  this Thomas was
      the fi rst TX woman
      in the U.S. House
  6  former Oilers coach
      ____ “Bum” Phillips
  7  TX-based carrier:
      “____hound Lines”
  8  this Richards was
      45th TX governor
  9  TX Audie Murphy
      1964 fi lm: “Bullet
      for _  ______”
16  Gulf shrimp catchers
18  small unincorporated
      town in Donley
      County (2 wds.)
21  Austin band: “Asleep
      __ the Wheel”
22  TXism: “take a
      ____ at it” (try)
23  golf tee, e.g.
24  ____  __ bacon
30  TXism: “_____  __
      __ empty egg shell”
34  365 days (abbr.)
35  female empowering
      song by TX-born
      Ciara (2 wds.)
36  this TX Lisa had a
      number 1 song with
      “Stay (I Missed You)”
37  TXism: “nary a soul”
      (2 wds.)
39  TX Lee Brown was
      Director of “_______
      ____ Control Policy”
     offi ce (1993-96)
43  metric base units
44  making sleep noise
45  __-yo (toy)

  1  “Drive Friendly” or
      “Don’t Mess with
      Texas,” e.g.
  2  in Robertson
      County on U.S. 79
  3  _______ rugs
  4  this Tim was in
      “Wings” with TX
      Crystal Bernard
  9  leag. for Astros
      and Rangers
10  items with biggest
      discounts (2 wds.)
11  Claudia ____ “Lady
      Bird” Johnson
12  TXism: “buenas
      ____” (good day)  
13  in Kaufman County
      on U.S. 175  

46  TXism: “he ____ tall in
      the saddle” (good man)
47  TXism: “tame as
      _  ___  ___”
49  remain alive
52  hair goo
53  TXism: “packed __ the
      rafters” (crowded)
54  soft, sheer fabric
55  Dallas-area reservoir:
      “____  ___ Hubbard”
58  dog covered with hair

59  comfy room
60  ending to
     “improv”
61  univer. in San
      Marcos, TX

14  Astro pitcher,
      Osuna (1990-93)
15  “siesta” in Mexico
17  TXism: “he’s _____
      ___ some snap in 
      his garters” (able)
19  8-across gave this
      address to DNC in 1988
20  fancy word for “exit”
24  this Guttenberg is a
      U.S. Supreme Court
      justice in upcoming
      “Roe v. Wade” (init.)
25  Texas historian and
      author, Tinkle
26  Exxon or Valero can
      be _  ___ station
27  TXism: “two-___
      ___” (bad horse)

28  “Altamira ______”
      is found in south
      Texas
29  “fl owery” adjective
31  patriotic song: “___
      Bless the U.S.A.”
32  TXism: “no fl ies on
      ___” (pretty girl)
33  the way some eat
      soup, e.g.

38  martini garnish
40  a taste of “rot gut”
41  Cut ___ Shoot, TX
42  interim Texas 
      president: David
      _________ Burnet
48  late TX Byron
      Nelson’s sport
50  Calhoun of 1965
      “Black Spurs” with
      TX Linda Darnell
51  by way of
56  what Arthur Ander-
      sen fi rm did for
      Enron, until it didn’t
57  in Swisher County
      on U.S. 87
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TexSCAN Week of 
February 7, 2021

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power 
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Schedule your FREE in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-855-704-8579. Special financing for 
qualified customers.

EVENTS
Southeast Texas Boat, Sport & RV Show. March 5-7, 
Ford Park, Beaumont, TX. See over 50 brands in 1 
location! SETXBOATRVSHOW.COM.

Golden Triangle Home & Garden Show, March 
5-6-7, Ford Park, Beaumont, TX. See a multitude 
of Home Improvement Professionals in 1 location! 
GoldenTriangleHomeAndGardenShow.com.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Have you been diagnosed with Non-Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma? If you have been diagnosed with the 
serious medical condition, Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, 
after exposure to Roundup herbicide, you may be 
entitled to compensation. Call Toll Free: 800-940-8469. 
The Law Offices of Foster & Houston PLLC, Principal 
Office: Austin, TX; Co-counsel may be associated. 

INTERNET
AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month. Get More For 
Your High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today 
1-855-439-5457.

MAINTENANCE
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-855-901-0467 
for details. www.dental50plus.com/txpress.   6118-0219 

WANTED
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114.Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call (312) 291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com.

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes – 
Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper Pulls. 
In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty or Clean! 
I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we can apply for 
one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or servics advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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Trinity Christian Academy 
dominated the 19th annual Coyote 
Area Math Championship on the 
Weatherford College campus on 
Friday, Feb. 5.

Students from area high schools 
converged to compete in pre-calcu-
lus and calculus competitions via 
written tests.

TCA placed first as a team in both 
events, and took the top three spots 
in individual calculus and the top 
two spots in individual pre-calculus.

Normally attended by more than 
a dozen schools, this year’s event was 
smaller due to COVID-19 restriction 
facings many schools. Weatherford, 
Peaster, Mineral Wells, and Alvord 
high schools participated along with 
Trinity Christian Academy.

“In the 19 years of hosting the 
competition, the contest has never 
been cancelled,” said Shirley Brown, 
WC math department chair. “It was 
delayed two weeks one year because 
of icy roads. We have had to deal 
with rainstorms, flooded parking 
lots, falling snow, a gas leak on 
campus, freezing temperatures and 
other disruptions over the 19 years. 
Now we can add COVID to the list.”

Event organizers plan to rename 
the contest next year in honor of 
Pat Cook, retired math department 
chair who began the contest and 
recently passed away.

Team Results
Calculus

1st Place: Trinity Christian Academy

2nd Place: Weatherford High School 

3rd Place: Mineral Wells High School  

Pre-Calculus

1st Place: Trinity Christian Academy

2nd Place: Weatherford High School

3rd Place: Mineral Wells High School

Individual Results
Calculus
1st Place: Emma Bayles – Trinity 

Christian Academy

2nd Place: Reexe Carlson – Trinity 
Christian Academy

3rd Place: Colton Bevering – Trinity 
Christian Academy

4th Place: Jack Sims – Trinity 
Christian Academy

5th Place: Caleb Clark – Mineral 
Wells High School

 

Pre-Calculus
1st Place: Katherine White – Trinity 

Christian Academy

2nd Place: Charlotte Floyd – Trinity 
Christian Academy

3rd Place: Timothy Carzine – Mineral 
Wells High School

4th Place: Carson Huseman – 
Mineral Wells High School

5th Place: Tucker Abbott – Alvord 
High School

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

KIMBERLY MEYER, ABR, CRS, GRI
REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com
4500 Hartwood Dr, Fort Worth, TX 76109-1840
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
Global Luxury Specialist

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Operated by a subsidary 
of NRT, LLC

Divorce, Custody, Collaborative Law, 
Adoption, Mediation, Assisted Reproduction, 

Wills, White Collar Crime, Government Investigations

401 Pitchfork  Trail, Suite 705, Willow Park, Texas 76087
Telephone: 817.548.5643  Fax: 817.719.9408

Gaydosduffer.com

Lauren Gaydos Duffer  |  Larry Gaydos  |  Brooke M. Wilson  |  Courtney Harbaugh Walker

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas 
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive 

Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity! 
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

215 Mesquite St. * Aledo, Texas 76008* 817-378-4423

*Livestock Feed
*Pet Food
*Bagged Fertilizer
*Salt Products
*Deer Feeders

Monday - Friday 
8:00am to 5:30pm 

Saturday  
8:00am to 12:30pm 

Mike Tandy
Owner

In Business Since 1996

TANDY 
METAL BUILDINGS & 

FENCING

Mobile: 817.925.5843

Weld up • Bolt up • Horse Barns  • Welding
Custom Pipe Fencing • Fencing • Metal Homes

www.tandymetalbuildings.com

1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662
24-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $4524-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $45
Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)

We have lots of room 
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

Kim Hanlon
Escrow officEr

officE: 817.441.5423
cEll: 817.825.3520
fax: 817.441.5639
E-mail: KHanlon@asrkfgroup.com

“You’ll appreciate the difference.”

Kim Hanlon
Escrow officEr

officE: 817.441.5423
cEll: 817.825.3520
fax: 817.441.5639
E-mail: KHanlon@asrkfgroup.com

“You’ll appreciate the difference.”

Fidelity National Title®

Office: 
Fax:

817.441.5423
817.585.4815

1604 8th Ave • Fort Worth, TX 76104
You’ll appreciate the difference.

Escrow officEr

khanlon@fidelity8thavenue.com

Kim Hanlon

709 N FM 1187, Suite 800, Aledo
817-732-7665 · 817-441-8100

www.fortworthcustompools.org
fortworthcustompools@msn.com

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

Business Cards

EVERYTHING FOR THE HOME!

See a multitude of Home Improvement Professionals in 1 location!
GoldenTriangleHomeAndGardenShow.com

March
5-6-7

Ford Park
Beaumont

Texas

THE Place to buy your new Boat or RV!

See 50 Boat and RV Brands in 1 Location!
SouthEastTexasBoatRVShow.com

March
5-6-7
Ford 
Park

Beaumont
Texas

Looking for 
the Top Dog?

Parker County’s only locally-owned newspaper

It’s a local call •click • e-mail!
817-441-7661 • www.community-news.com
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TCA sweeps 19th annual Coyote Area Math Championship

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

LEFT: TCA’s first-place calculus team was composed of Emma Bayles, Colton Bevering, Jack Sims, and Reese Carlson. | RIGHT: TCA’s first-place pre-cal-
culus team was composed of Paige Bull, Charlotte Floyd, Stephen Lipsky, and Katherine White.
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P.O. Box 1031, Aledo, TX 76008

Physical: 
1015 Champions Drive, Aledo, TX

Phone:
817-441-7661 • (Fax) 817-441-5419

Web:
www.community-news.com

Affiliations:
•	 National Newspaper 

Association
•	 Texas Press Association
•	 North and East Texas Press 

Association
•	 West Texas Press Association
•	 East Parker County Chamber 

of Commerce
•	 Weatherford Chamber of 

Commerce

PUBLISHER/EDITOR

Randy Keck 
rkeck@community-news.com

OFFICE ASSISTANT

Barbara Russell

NEWS/PHOTOGRAPHY

Brandi Addison

Christopher Amos

Makenzie Plusnick

CONTRIBUTORS

Photography 
Cynthia Llewellyn

Sports 
Nolan Ruth

Commentary 
Richard Henderson

SUBSCRIBE
Mail subscriptions are $29 per year 
in Parker and Tarrant Counties; $37 
per year elsewhere. Subscribe at 	
www.community-news.com/subscribe. 
Receive our e-version, print version, 
or both all for the same price.

SUBMIT STORIES,  
PHOTOS OR IDEAS

We’re always on the lookout for story 
ideas. To share one, call Randy Keck 
at 817-441-7661, ext. 207 or email 
news@community-news.com. Please 
provide the basic story information 
as well as contact information in case 
we have questions.

We welcome letters, articles and 
guest opinions from our readers. 
Opinions expressed in this newspaper 
will be labeled as opinions, editorials 
or letters, and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the ownership. 
Letters should be signed, and limit-
ed to approximately 300 words. All 
submissions to the newspaper should 

include a telephone number in case 
we have questions. Letters are due 
by Monday at noon for that week’s 
paper. Community announcements, 
achievements and obituaries are 
due by noon Friday for the following 
week’s paper. Send submissions to 
news@community-news.com.

Photos submitted should include 
names of the people in the photo-
graph. For ease in submitting photo-
graphs electronically, visit our con-
tact form at community-news.com/
contacts.

The Community News does not charge 
for timely wedding, engagement and birth 
announcements provided they are of rea-
sonable length. Lengthy announcements 
will either be edited to a reasonable length 
or, at the discretion of the person submit-
ting the announcement, be charged a fee. 
The deadline for submitting announce-
ments is noon Friday for the following 
week’s paper.

The number of people in Texas 
hospitalized with COVID-19 has 
declined more than 28 percent in the 
past month, according to the Texas 
Department of Health Services. As 
of Feb. 7, Texas hospitals were treat-
ing 9,957 COVID-19 patients, down 
from nearly 14,000 a month ago. 
The number of new cases in the 
past week was 123,239 — a 22 per-
cent drop from the record high of 
158,922 the week of Jan. 10, accord-
ing to the  Coronavirus Resource 
Center at Johns Hopkins University.

At the same time new cases and 
hospitalizations were decreasing, 
the number of Texans getting their 
first dose of vaccine crossed the 2.3 
million mark as of Sunday, accord-
ing to TDHS. That’s 700,000 more 
initial shots in a week. Those who 
are now fully vaccinated reached 
733,287 as of Sunday.

The state received 401,750 first 
doses from the federal government 
this week, which are going out to 
358 providers in 135 counties. That 
includes 85 hub providers, accord-
ing to TDHS.

Not everyone is on board to 
receive the COVID-19 vaccine

About one-third of Texans polled 
in a recent statewide survey by 
the  University of Houston Hobby 
School of Public Affairs  say they 
are unlikely to get the COVID-19 
vaccine when it becomes available. 
More than one out of five respon-
dents were adamant they will not 
receive the vaccine.

Kirk P. Watson, founding dean 
of the Hobby School, said he hopes 
the survey will help public health 
officials address concerns of those 
unwilling to be vaccinated.

“More than 60 percent of people 
who are hesitant to be immunized 
had concerns about potential side 
effects and worried that the vaccine 
is too new,” Watson said in a news 
release. “Understanding why people 
resist immunization is an important 
step in reaching herd immunity.”

Most of those polled who say 
they are certain or likely to refuse 
vaccination asserted they don’t trust 
the government or pharmaceutical 
companies to ensure the vaccine 

is safe. Health experts say that 
between 70 percent and 90 percent 
of the population must be vacci-
nated to achieve herd immunity, 
according to the press release.

On the flip side, more than 40 
percent of Texans say they will get 
the vaccine when available, or they 
have already gotten at least one 
dose, while 18 percent said they 
would probably get it.

Abbott gets behind rural 
broadband expansion

Gov. Greg Abbott made expand-
ed broadband service an emergency 
item during the current legislative 
session, saying it is necessary for pro-
viding telemedicine care to patients 
regardless of where they live, and for 
improving educational access.

“From medicine to education 
to business, broadband access is 
not a luxury — it is an essential 
tool that must be available for all 
Texans,” Abbott said in his  State of 
the State address last week.

As previously reported, a pair of 
lawmakers intend to file legislation 
aimed at expanding critical broad-
band services throughout the state. 
Sen. Robert Nichols, R-Jacksonville, 
and Rep. Trent Ashby, R-Lufkin, are 
calling for creation of a statewide 

broadband plan no later than a year 
after enabling legislation is passed. 
Texas is one of only six states that 
does not have such a plan.

One Capital Highlights reader, 
a Houston resident who owns a 
second home on Lake Murvaul in 
Panola County, recently wrote to 
bemoan the lack of connectivity in 
rural East Texas: “It’s a no-internet/
no cell bars jungle over there. At 
Lake Murvaul, I have installed a cell 
phone booster on a 20-foot antenna 
so that my phone has enough signal 
strength to be a hot spot. Then I 
had to upgrade my “unlimited” plan, 
only to find out that after 30GB of 
being a passable hot spot, it meters 
down to a trickle that won’t even let 
me view the latest Bernie Sanders 
meme.” He added, “I have parked in 
the lot at the library just to down-
load Kindle books and Prime Video. 
Primitive!”

State rep seeks to clarify 
deadline for TPIA requests

Rep. Giovanni Capriglione, 
R-Southlake, has filed an open 
government bill designed to more 
clearly explain “business days” for 
governmental entities responding 
to the Texas Public Information 
Act. According to Kelley Shannon, 

executive director of the Freedom 
of Information Foundation of Texas, 
during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic some governments refused to 
respond to TPIA requests if their 
physical offices were closed, even if 
the staff was working remotely. This 
legislation would give clearer guide-
lines for response days. It’s  House 
Bill 1416.

Emergency SNAP food 
benefits extended  
through February

Emergency Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) food benefits have been 
extended through February, with 
$300 million in benefits provid-
ed. The move came after the  Texas 
Health and Human Services 
Commission received approval from 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
which funds the program. Recipients 
will also continue to receive a 15 per-
cent increase in their total benefits, 
at least until June.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-win-
ning Texas journalist. He published 
a number of community newspapers 
in Texas during a 30-year span, 
including in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. Email: 
gborders@texaspress.com.

Capital Highlights

COVID-19 vaccine pace rises while hospitalizations drop

Gary Borders
gborders@texaspress.com

February is Black History Month.

When I was growing up in the 
1950s and 1960s, my folks taught 
my brothers and me to respect all 
people of all races. The “N” word 
was never spoken in our house. We 
watched the racial strife in other 
parts of the south and really had no 
understanding of what was going 
on. Since we were taught better 
by my parents, we could not grasp 
what the problems were in other 
parts of the country. My parents 
were not politically active nor did 
they participate in any civil rights 
demonstrations. They just set a bet-
ter example.

When school desegregation was 
discussed in the news, my young 
self wanted desegregation to happen 
before I graduated so I could go to 
school with African American stu-
dents. The Fort Worth Independent 
School District decided to inte-
grate a year at a time staring with 
first grade around 1960. I think I 
was in fifth grade so it looked like 
I would not ever have integrated 
classes. Then, when I was in seventh 

grade at Forest Oak Junior High, all 
grades were integrated and I went to 
school and played sports with kids 
of all races. 

My father taught me another 
life lesson one weekend at the Texas 
and Pacific Railroad station in Fort 
Worth. Dad worked in the offices 
of the passenger department of the 
Fort Worth and Denver Railroad in 
downtown Fort Worth. The com-
pany was part of Burlington Route 
Railroad, later to become what is 
now known as Burlington Northern.

The passenger department 
employees had to take turns staffing 
the passenger office at the T and P rail-
road station south of downtown Fort 
Worth on weekends to serve passen-
gers. My brother Dennis and I would 
go with him on his assigned weekends.

The depot was and still is a mag-
ical place to me. I remember the 
announcements for trains and des-
tinations that would boom and echo 
throughout the station. A couple of 
times, I made train trips to Colorado 
and back with Dad when he accom-
panied large groups of passengers.

One Saturday afternoon in the late 
1950s or early 1960s, Dad, my broth-
er, and I were sitting in the passenger 
office in the depot when two upset 
African American ladies walked in. 
They told Dad that they were passen-
gers on one of his trains and that they 
had just been refused service at the 
depot coffee shop. My Dad told them 
to go back to the restaurant and tell 
them that he was with the railroad 

and to serve them. After they left my 
brother and I were wide eyed and full 
of questions. My Dad tried to explain 
because we boys could not under-
stand why they would be refused.

 A few minutes later, they 
returned and said that they had 
been refused again. Dad was the 
lone employee and he had a duty to 
have the office open and he had us 
two boys, about 8 and 9 years of age 
to deal with, but he made a decision. 

He said, “come on boys,” and locked 
up the office and told the ladies to 
follow him. We trailed along behind

 I still wonder what that looked 
like. He was a young man in a suit 
and tie, two black ladies, and we 
two young wide-eyed kids walking 
across the massive depot to the cof-
fee shop. I have to tell you, I was 
really excited and wondered what I 
was about to witness.

 He confronted the manager 
and a waitress and told them that 
he was with the railroad and told 
them in no uncertain terms to serve 
the ladies. I seem to remember he 
asked for menus for them and if they 
wanted a piece of the magnificent 
pies that were displayed in a case 
on the counter. He informed the 

personnel that they would serve all 
of the railroad’s passengers in the 
future. The ladies were served with-
out further ado.

 Later, the ladies came back by 
and thanked my Dad and went on 
their way. 

Looking back on it, I realize I 
witnessed a piece of Black History 
that no one ever knew about. Dad 
never talked about it nor made a big 
deal of it. 

But looking back on it, I realize 
that if there were more people like 
my Dad who taught his kids better 
than most, maybe we wouldn’t have 
the racial strife and divisions we 
have seen and still see today.

And, I am very proud of my Dad. 
May he rest in peace.

Unforgettable Lesson from Dad
Thistles & Roses

Richard Henderson
richard@rahenderson.com

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Walter and Mary Henderson
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Matt Morris
817-529-5325 

matt@gusbates.com

Proud to 
Support the Aledo 

Bearcats

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra 
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affi liate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affi liated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments. 

817-732-4419
www.sarahmorrisdds.comEMPLOYEE BENEFITS, PROPERTY & CASUALTY, 

RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES
FAMILY DENTISTRY WHERE HONESTY & INTEGRITY MATTER!

State of the Art Sterilization Room
Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening

Massage Chairs and HDTV
Water Purification System

2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 · Fort Worth, TX 76116

ON THE
SIDE

Spring Sports
FEBRUARY 12

Boys’ Soccer vs. Brewer, Home, VAR 
- 7 p.m., JV - 5:30 p.m.

Girls’ Soccer vs. Brewer, Away, VAR 
- 7 p.m., JV - 5:30 p.m.

Varsity Tennis vs. S Hills 
Tournament, Away

Softball scrimmage vs. Mansfield, 
Home, VAR - 12:45, 2:30 p.m., JV - 
4:30, 7:30 p.m.

FEBRUARY 13

Softball scrimmage vs. Mansfield, 
Away

FEBRUARY 15

Var Boys’ Golf at Max Memorial, 
Away, VAR - 9 AM

FEBRUARY 16

Softball vs. Centennial, Home, VAR - 
7 p.m., JV - 5 p.m.

FEBRUARY 17

JV Girls’ Golf at Burleson Centennial 
Tournament, Away, JV - 8 AM

Track & Field vs. Weatherford JV, 
Home

FEBRUARY 18

JV Tennis at Timbercreek 
Tournament, Away

Track & Field at Weatherford Var, 
Away

Softball at Var Mid-Cities 
Tournament 

FEBRUARY 19

Boys’ Soccer vs. Granbury, Away, 
VAR - 7 p.m., JV - 5:30 p.m.

Girls’ Soccer vs. Granbury, Home, 
VAR - 7 p.m., JV - 5:30 p.m.

Varsity Tennis at Wichita Falls 
Tournament, Away

Softball vs. TBD, Away, JV -  TBD

FEBRUARY 23

Boys’ Soccer - Covid Make-Up

JV Tennis at Grapevine Tournament, 
Away

Softball vs. Lakeridge, Away, VAR - 7 
p.m., JV - 5 p.m.

JV Boys’ Golf at Buzzy Open, Away, 
JV - 8 AM

FEBRUARY 24

JV Girls’ Golf vs. Burleson HS 
Tournament, Away

FEBRUARY 25

Track & Field at 4 Teams JV & Var, 
Away

Softball at Var Mansfield 
Tournament, Home

FEBRUARY 26

Boys’ Soccer vs. Azle, Home, VAR - 
7 p.m., JV - 5:30 p.m.

Girls’ Soccer vs. Azle, Away, VAR - 7 
p.m., JV - 5:30 p.m.

Varsity Tennis at Grapevine 
Tournament, Away

Var Boys’ Golf at Bearcat Brawl, 
Home, VAR - 8 AM

Var Girls’ Golf at Burleson 
Tournament, Away, VAR - 8 AM

MARCH 2

Boys’ Soccer - Covid Make-Up

Softball vs. Waxahachie, Away, VAR - 
7 p.m., JV - 5 p.m.

MARCH 3

JV Tennis at Chisholm Tr 
Tournament, Away

MARCH 4

Track & Field at Brewer JV, Away

Softball vs. Var Coppell Tournament, 
Away

MARCH 5

Boys’ Soccer vs. WF Rider, Home, 
VAR - 7 p.m., JV - 5:30 p.m.

Girls’ Soccer vs. WF Rider, Home, 
VAR - 7 p.m., JV - 5:30 p.m.

Box Scores
Basketball
Aledo Bearcats vs Brewer
Varsity - February 9

Aledo	 8	 1	 12	 13	 34
Brewer	 5	 11	 11	 12	 39
Landry Simmons 15, Drew Clock 9, Cam Yielding 
4, Clark Crawford 3, Jason Llewellyn 2, Trever 
Darton 1.

Aledo Ladycats at Azle
Varsity - February 5

Aledo	 3	 5	 9	 11	 28
Azle	 15	 8	 19	 6	 48
Kylie Anderson 7, Reagan Davis 6, Sophie Smith 
5, Addyson Hebel 5, Kenzie Grau 3, Claire Byars 2 

Aledo Middle School
Aledo Middle School Ladycats 
swept Cleburne and Acton

Aledo vs Cleburne:
7A: 58-5, 7B: 31-4, 7C: 40-0
8A: 44-11, 8B: 38-6, 8C: 42-2
 
Aledo vs. Acton:
7A: 23-18, 7B: 31-9, 7C: 35-11
8A: 33-19, 8B: 33-20, 8C: 24-22
Coaches said “The Ladycats won 
all of those games, showing their 
hard work and determination. We 
have one final game next week 
against Brewer.”
Seventh Grade plays on Tuesday, 
Feb. 16, and eighth grade plays on 
Thursday, Feb. 18.

Soccer
The Bearcats varsity lost to Rider 
on Friday, Feb. 5, 1-2. Dylan 
Dobransky scored unassisted.

The Bearcats fell to Wichita Falls 
on Tuesday, 0-2.

The Ladycats lost to Rider on 
Friday, 5-2. Caroline Miller and 
Ashlyn Laughley scored goals 
assisted by Ashlyn Laughley and 
Caroline Miller.

The Ladycats defeated Wichita 
Falls on Tuesday 3-0. Jenna 
Barouh, Jourdan Hart, and 
Caroline Miller scored goals for 
the Ladycats assisted by Grace 
Ornelas (2) and Jourdan Hart. The 
Ladycats have a record of 2-2-5 in 
district 5-5A and 7-4 overall.

BASKETBALL

Bearcats finish district 
in second place

Ladycats head  
to bi-district
By Randy Keck
The Community News

After defeating Wichita Falls 
67-56 on Friday, Feb. 5, the 
aledo Bearcats basketball team 
hosted Brewer with the hope of 
biting off a piece of the district 
championship.

Brewer came into the game 
with a 7-1 record. The Bearcats 
were a half game behind with a 
record of 7-2. A Bearcat win in 
their final district game would 
have put them up a half game 
over Brewer, with Brewer set 
to play a makeup game against 
Wichita Falls Rider this weekend.

It was not to be.
The Bearcats, playing with-

out the services of guard Daniel 
Sohn, never gave up and gave the 
Bears a run for their money.

Both teams struggled offen-
sively at the beginning of the 
game. The first point on the 
board was a free throw by Cam 
Yielding roughly two-and-a-half 
minutes into the game.

Brewer scored a bucket, and 
another score didn’t go on the 
board until almost five minutes 
into the quarter when Clark 
Crawford sunk a three-pointer, 
putting the Bearcats up 4-2. Drew 
Clock followed with a beautiful 
move to the bucket from the cor-
ner, and Landry Simmons added 
a bucket on a fast break.

Brewer made up part of the 
deficit with a bucket and free 

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Cam Yielding battles to the basket against a Brewer defender.Turn to HOOPS, page 8

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Junior Forward Ashlyn Laughley (9) heads a ball in action earlier this 
season. The Ladycats are scheduled to travel to Brewer on Friday, Feb. 
12, for a match beginning at 5:30 p.m. They host Granbury on Feb. 19.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo junior Taylon Kessler (1) is shown in soccer action earlier this sea-
son. The Bearcats are scheduled to host Brewer on Friday, Feb. 12. JV 
starts at 5:30 p.m. and varsity is at 7 p.m. They travel to Granbury on 
Feb. 19.
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GOING GREEN with COOL ROOFING

�
�

ENERGY EFFICIENT 
& LOOKS GREAT!

WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN

MULTIPLE SIZES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 25 years!

MMMetal Mart
THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
� RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
� CUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING � PURLIN & TUBING
� EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
� MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS � POWER TOOLS
� VENTS & SKYLIGHTS � HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
� SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT � INSULATION
� SEALANTS & CLOSURES � CARPORT PACKAGES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 28 years!

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS  
CITY OF ALEDO

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Aledo, Texas, will receive 
written qualifications only, for CITY HALL NEEDS ASSESSMENT, as 
stated in the Request for Qualifications documents.

The City shall receive Qualifications from qualified professional 
architectural firms for the City of Aledo as outlined in the Request for 
Qualifications.

Said Qualifications must be in the office of the City Secretary, City 
of Aledo, P.O. Box 1, 200 Old Annetta Road, Aledo, Texas 76008, 
NO LATER THAN 1:00 P.M. CST on Wednesday, March 17, 2021.  
Qualifications that are postmarked but not received until after this 
deadline will not be accepted.  Qualifications received after the post-
ed cut-off time will not be accepted.

All Qualifications are to be marked clearly on the outside “REQUEST 
FOR QUALIFICATIONS - CITY HALL NEEDS ASSESSMENT”.

Qualifications may be mailed to City of Aledo, P.O. Box 1, Aledo, 
Texas, 76008 or delivered by courier or in person to the City 
Secretary’s office, Aledo City Hall, 200 Old Annetta Road, Aledo, 
Texas, 76008.

Qualification documents may be obtained at the City of Aledo City 
Hall, 200 Old Annetta Road, Aledo, Texas, 76008.  Qualification 
documents will be ready for pickup on and after February 1, 2021.  
Request for Qualification documents may also be downloaded at 
www.aledo-texas.com. Information may be requested by email to Bill 
Funderburk at bill.funderburk@aledo-texas.com

The City of Aledo will NOT entertain Qualifications received by any 
electronic means.

The right is reserved to reject any and all Qualifications or to accept 
the Qualification which is deemed by the City of Aledo to be in the 
best interest of the City of Aledo.  The City of Aledo also reserves the 
right to waive any irregularities and/or informalities in the process.

For additional information, contact the City of Aledo at (817) 441-
7016, or Facsimile at (817) 441-7520.

throw. Crawford was injured on the 
play, and the quarter ended with 
Aledo up 8-5.

The Bearcats cold not buy the 
proverbial basket in the second 
quarter, being held to a single free 
throw by Simmons. The Bears found 
their range, scoring 11 points in the 
quarter to go up 9-16 at the half.

The Bearcats gained confidence 
and their shots in the third quar-
ter. Yielding started the scoring 
with a free throw, and then Jason 
Llewellyn scored from under the 
basket. Yielding added another 
bucket to bring the Bearcats with 
two points of the Bears, 14-16, but 
Brewer responded with a bucket 
and a three-pointer to go up seven.

Simmons scored on a fast break, 
but Brewer sunk another trey. 
Simmons scored on a drive, but 
Brewer again responded with a trey 
as the clock ticked down.

The crowd erupted when Simons 
threw up a last-second three-mont 
attempt that swished as the buzzer 
sounded and the Bearcats needing 
to make up a 21-27 deficit in the 
fourth.

Simmons scored on a drive after 
a Brewer bucket in the fourth, but 
the Bears smelled blood and scored 
another four points to go up 23-33. 
Clock put in a bucket at about the 
halfway point of the fourth quar-
ter, but Brewer began playing “keep 
away” and slow-down basketball 
with an eight-point lead.

Simmons scored a bucket and 
was fouled, adding three points to 
Aledo’s score. Another good move 
by Clock with about a minute and 
a half put the Bearcats within five 
at 30-35.

The Bearcats were having to 
resort to fouls for a chance to get the 
ball. Brewer added three free throws, 
but Clock sunk a three-pointer with 
about 29 seconds remaining.

Trever Darton scored Aledo’s last 
point on a free throw.

The Bearcats won three out of 
the four quarters, but the disastrous 
second quarter was their downfall in 
the game.

HOOPS
from page seven

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

LEFT: Kenzie Grau (4) drives against Brewer in recent action. Grau scored 
three points against Azle last week. | RIGHT: Clark Crawford scored a 
three-pointer to give the Bearcats an early lead against Brewer.

LADYCATS BEGIN PLAYOFFS
The Ladycats basketball team ended their district play with a loss to 
Azle, 28-48. Finishing in fourth place, the Ladycats were scheduled 
to play a bi-district game against Lake Dallas on Thursday, Feb. 11, at 
Bridgeport.

The game was scheduled after press time but before newspapers are 
delivered. It will be covered in next week’s issue of The Community 
News.
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CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 •SAT 8-2
WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Are you growing with us?”
Residential & Commercial

817-441-7777

• Topsoils & Custom Soil Blends
• Compost & Mulches
• Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas 
since l986

Pick up or Delivery Available

Infant • Preschool • After School Care

132 El Chico Trail
Willow Park, TX 76087

817-441-1773
SproutsAcademyAledo.com 

匀瀀爀漀甀琀猀
䄀挀愀搀攀洀礀

Infant • Preschool • After School Care

5073 I-20 Service Rd N
Willow Park, TX 76087

817-441-1906
SproutsLearningCenter.net 

匀瀀爀漀甀琀猀
䄀挀愀搀攀洀礀

New Center in 2018 serving the Walsh Ranch area

Learni�  Center

匀瀀爀漀甀琀猀
䄀挀愀搀攀洀礀

132 El Chico Trail, Willow Park
817-441-1773

5073 I-20 Service Rd N, Willow Park, TX
817-441-1906

SproutsLearningCenter.net 

11801 Camp Bowie Blvd, Aledo
817-560-4295

SproutsAcademyAledo.com
sproutsacademypreschool@yahoo.com

FENCE SUPPLY

Come and check out our 
new store!

Grand Opening Celebration Grand Opening Celebration 
12-3 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 2012-3 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 20

FOOD PRIZES
BOUNCE 
HOUSE

AND MORE!

Open to the Public
Face Mask Required - Please practice social distancing

1508 Mineral Wells Hwy
Weatherford • 817-841-8577

@DuramexFenceSupplyWeatherford

103 W. Church • 817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

Propane Sales 
and Service

On the Square 
in Weatherford

YEARSYEARS
OF PROPANE

1958-2019

817-901-9455
5050 S Hwy 5

Aledo, TX

EVERYONE WELCOME
WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC

Henry Perez

• Concrete Work 
Color Stain, Stamped 
Concrete in all  
Designs & Patterns

Build Your Foundation Right  
The First Time

432.209.1154 • hperezconstruction@yahoo.com

• Excavation, Dirt Work
• Driveways, Ramps, Curbs
• Foundations
• Retaining Walls

AHS Tennis brings home hardware at South Hills Tournament 
By Andrea Garnett 
Special to The Community News

The RacquetCats had another impressive 
tournament placing in all doubles categories 
on Monday, Feb. 8. The South Hills tourna-
ment was played at several different schools 
in the Burleson area. The tournament that 
was originally scheduled for Friday, Feb. 12, 
had to be moved up due to inclement weath-
er forecasted for the end of the week. 

In the girls’ A doubles bracket the team 
of Georgia Posey/Maddie Farmer took sec-
ond place in the finals battle while in the 
girls’ B doubles bracket Cambell Charrier/
Allie Farmer won first place easily defeating 
their opponents. 

The Boys’ A doubles team of Jax Joiner/
Hogan Posey bounced back after losing a 
close first match and ended up winning  the 
consolation bracket. Boys’ B bracket team 
of Craig Mason/Ben Farmer made it to the 
finals and came up with second place while 
Zane Martin/Michael Birdwell were conso-
lation finalists. The mixed doubles team of 
Ian Leslie/Katie Siddons won a first place 
trophy the second week in a row dominating 
the A bracket. 

The lone boy’s A singles player Scott 
Mason made it to the consolation semifinals, 
while Payton Bierle played in the quarterfi-
nals of girl’s A singles and Paige Federman 
in the girl’s B singles quarterfinals. 

The RacquetCats face some of their dis-
trict opponents next week on Friday, Feb. 19, 
when they participate in the Wichita Falls 
Old High tournament.

TOP LEFT: Jax Joiner and Hogan 

Posey won Consolation. | TOP 

MIDDLE: Craig Mason and Ben Farmer 

placed second in Boys’ B Doubles. 

| TOP RIGHT: Ian Leslie and Katie 

Siddons placed first in Mixed Doubles. 

| FAR LEFT: Maddie Farmer and 

Georgia Posey placed second in Girls’ 

A Doubles. | LEFT: Cambell Charrier 

and Allie Farmer placed first in Girls 

B Doubles.



 10  February 12, 2021		  THE COMMUNITY NEWS

FULL 
gymnastics 

class each day! 

Space is LIMITED –reserve your spot today! 

Registered Families

$205 monthly tuition 

$50 Supply Fee

100 Nu Energy Drive Ste.3 Aledo, Texas 76008 
impactathletictc.net impactathletictc@yahoo.com 817-899-6681

FLY HIGH with our TEAM!
Join our cheer prep classes to get you ready for 

Impact’s COMPETITIVE team try outs to be held May 1, 2021 

Soar with our Middle school & High school try out clinics!
Ages 5 & up

Life insurance 
from a real-life 
person.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Get life insurance that comes 
with someone local (me).  
I’m here to help you protect 
your family’s financial future. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708148

Bobby J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX  76008

Bus: 817-441-9966
bobby@bobbyrigues.com

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. and Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc:817-441-2425 • Fax: 817-441-2491
www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

Frosh Hoops

Vincent LuffeyJack Sawyer

Sam Newburn

Luke Slabbekorn

Tyson Timms

PHOTOS BY RANDY KECK

Moritz Chevrolet · Chrysler · Jeep
Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) · 817-696-2000

Moritz Kia · 8501 I-30 · 817-560-6000

Bearcats — Ladycats!Bearcats — Ladycats!

ALL-DISTRICT SOCCERALL-DISTRICT SOCCER

Time to Give!Time to Give!

The gift of Life!The gift of Life!

Just for
Just for

Kicks!
Kicks!


