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Wishing you a happy and 
prosperous
new year!

Looking Back

The Year

in review

Water agreement with Fort 
Worth requires changes to 
drought contingency plan
By Randy KeckThe Community News 

The Willow Park City Council heard 
from City Administrator Bryan Grimes 
about proposed changes to the city’s 
drought contingency plan and conser-
vation policy at the council’s meeting on 
Tuesday, Jan. 8.

“We have an impending agreement 
with the City of Fort Worth,” Grimes 
said. “We will have to adapt to their 
drought contingency plan.”

One advantage touted is that the 
change will simplify the city’s current 
five-stage restrictions down to three.

“Three stages will make us uniform 
with the surrounding communities,” 
Grimes told the council.

Grimes said when Willow Park ties 
on with Fort Worth at a future date, the 
particular stages of water restrictions 
will be triggered by lake levels in the 
area. Until then, the restriction levels 
would be triggered based on the city’s 
well production levels.

Grimes said he would like the city 
to hold public hearings in preparation 
of changing the city’s water policies. 
As part of the Fort Worth plan, the city 
would also embark on a public edu-
cation program regarding responsible 
water use.

The city experienced severe water 
shortages during the summer of 2018 
due to declining production in the city’s 
wells. Grimes reported that, due to reha-
bilitating some of the well’s, the city’s 
water production now exceeds what 
peak demand was during the summer. 
The city is also going to accept bids for 
two additional wells.

No action was taken on the water 
policy.

The council did, however, vote unan-
imously to make changes to the make-
up of its Tax Increment Reinvestment 
Zone (TIRZ) board. Previously nine 
members, which consisted of the entire 
city council and three city staff, the new 
board will consist of the mayor, one city 
council member, and three at-large res-
idents of the city.

The TIRZ is a method whereby the 
city provides a set time of property tax 
discounts in exchange for development 
in the city. The Shops at Willow Park are 
an example of such a project.

In other business, the council 
approved the appointment of Michael 
Chandler and Richard Kasparian to the 
city’s Board of Adjustments.

The city will hold a meeting on Jan. 
22 to consider concrete bids for addi-
tional Ranch House Road construction.Volume 29, Number 02Published Weekly
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Celebration!

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Stacy Andrews reacts to the arrival of the Aledo Education Foundation Prize Patrol 
to her music classroom at Coder Elementary School. She was approved for the 
“fast cash” grant of $2,030 during the fall.

MAJOR FOOTBALL ANNOUNCEMENT
At press time, Aledo ISD was prepared to make a major announcement concerning the 

Aledo High School football program. Due to our press schedule, the announcement will 
be made between the time we send the paper to press and the time we pick up printed  
copies. Please visit www.community-news.com or The Community News Facebook page for 
the announcement.

WILLOW PARK

City considers changes to drought policies

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The Singing Cadets from Texas A&M performed to a full house at Aledo United Methodist Church on 
Wednesday, Jan. 9. A project of the Parker County Aggie Moms’ Club,  more information on the concert 
will be in the Jan. 18 issue.

Jon and Dottie Vandagriff have established a new 
endowed scholarship fund in the Weatherford College 
Foundation, making their fund the first new scholarship 
of the sesquicentennial year.

WC turns 150 years old in 2019 and the college is 
spending the year celebrating its history and heritage.

The Jon and Dottie Vandagriff Scholarship is ear-
marked for students intending to pursue a career in 
the field of history. Jon, a well-known local historian, 
has written a history of Parker County as well as a new 
pictorial history book entitled “Weatherford College: 
The First 150 Years.” The new book will be available at 
the Sesquicentennial Kickoff Reception Thursday, Jan. 
17, from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Alkek Fine Arts Center.

Brenda Kindred, a 2015 
graduate of Aledo High 
School, graduated from Sam 
Houston State University in 
December with a BBA degree 
in Accounting. In high school, 
Brenda was a member of the 
Bearcat Regiment and the 

Aledo TMEA State Champion 
Concert Band. She was a mem-
ber of the Bearkat Marching 
Band at Sam Houston.

Brenda has accepted an 
accounting position with 
Deloitte, a top five accounting 
firm, in Arlington, Virginia. Volume 29, Number 04Published Weekly
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RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

London Kaspar is shown in dress rehearsal for Aledo High School’s presenta-
tion of Rock of Ages, which will run Jan. 24-27 in the AHS Auditorium. Shows 
are at 7 p.m. Thursday-Saturday, and 2 p.m. Sunday. General Admission seating 
is $15 for adults and $12 for seniors or students. Tickets will be available at 
the door, cash or check only, or buy online from  
squareup.com/store/aledo-theatre-boosters.

WILLOW PARK

City approves 
contract 
to extend 
Ranch House 
construction
ETJ swap with Fort 
Worth approved
By Randy KeckThe Community News

The Willow Park City Council 
approved a bid by Quality 
Excavation to pave the final 1,100 
feet of Ranch House Road, from 
the point the current concrete 
project ends, to, and including, the 
Ranch House/Crown Road inter-
section.

The council met in a special 
meeting on Jan. 22.

Derek Turner with Jacob and 
Martin, the city’s engineering firm, 
said the winning bid came in at 
$271,784.30. Competing bids were 
$343,000 and $347,000.

Since Quality Excavating is the 
contractor in the existing project, 
Turner said, “they’re on the ground 
and ready to move on it.”

He said he anticipated about a 
month and a half to complete the 
project.

Turn to APPROVAL, page 5A

Ready to Rock!
City leaders hope to 
provide answer to 
retailers
By Randy Keck
The Community News

Willow Park is in the ini-
tial stage of an aggressive 
campaign to lure retailers and 
restaurants to the city. The 
city has formed a relation-
ship with Retail Coach, a firm 
that specializes in recruiting 
retailers.

Aaron Farmer, senior vice 
president at Retail Coach, 
spoke to the city council at a 
special meeting on Jan. 21.

Farmer said his company 
began by performing an anal-
ysis of where people who shop 
in Willow Park are coming 
from. He described  a process 
called “cell phone analysis,” in 
which home addresses can be 
determined using data from 
cell phone towers in the area.

Based on the analysis, 
Farmer said, “you are under-
served when it comes to 
retail.”

Farmer said Willow Park’s 
trade area has a population 
of about 47,000, with aver-
age household income of 
$135,608. Median age is 41.3, 
with the fastest growing seg-
ment being millennials.

“Retail is coming – we can 
be smart about that,” he said.

Farmer pointed out that 
the city is missing out on hun-
dreds of millions of dollars 
in economic activity due to 
lack of amenities in the city. 
In the general merchandise 
category, for example, he said 
the city is missing out on $118 
million per year in retail sales, 
and another $57 million in 
full-service restaurants.

Farmer encouraged the 
city to participate in upcom-
ing retail conferences to make 
the city more visible to pro-
spective businesses.

City Administrator Bryan 
Grimes said one of the big-
gest questions he gets at 
such conferences is “where is 
Willow Park.” He encouraged 
the council to continue to 
participate and get the word 
out about the city.

WILLOW PARK

Where is 
Willow Park?

WILLOW PARK

Citizens group  
formed
Purpose to ‘foster  
communication and pride 
in their community’
Staff ReportsThe Community News

With a goal of bringing back 
“chatting on the front stoop,” a 
group of Willow Park residents has 
formed a 501(c)3 group, Willow 
Park Citizens Group.

“In the past, small towns were 
celebrated for their community 
feel, where everyone knew each 
other and felt an unspoken bond 
of local pride,” a press release said. 
“However today, even small-town 
people are getting stuck in the 
silos of their own experience and 
becoming more segregated – and 
less engaged with the folks next 
door. That was the past, and the 
state of the present. We can bring 
back chatting on the front stoop, 
but it will need to look a little dif-
ferent.

The group is starting with the 
establishment of online commu-
nities and in-person “Hang-Outs” 
with special guests. Later, it will 
grow to include community events 
and improvement projects.

Turn to GROUP, page 3A

ANNETTA

Residents ask 
for transparency
City Council asks for  
patience
By Nicole HawkinsThe Community News

Residents gathered at the Town 
of Annetta City Council meeting 
Thursday night to air their griev-
ances regarding the city’s proposed 
amendment to a zoning ordinance 
that regulates accessory dwelling 
units on residential lots.

Proposed zoning ordinance 192 
requires accessory dwelling units 
on residential properties to exceed 
no more than 500 square feet or 
25 percent of the lot, whichever is 
smaller, Annetta’s planning con-
sultant Karen Mitchell said in an 
email. On lots greater than two 
acres, the council may grant an 
increase to the maximum square 
footage allowed.

Some who attended the meet-
ing said they felt blindsided by 
the amendment, which was tabled 
by the city council last week to be 
revisited again in March.

Turn to ANNETTA, page 3A

Effort to create  
‘Professional Learning 
Community’
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

Aledo ISD will send 124 staff 
members to a three-day training 
workshop in Fort Worth this June 
as part of an ongoing effort to 
create a “Professional Learning 
Community” on each campus.

The training will include all 

of the district’s principals and 
assistant principals, content spe-
cialists, special education spe-
cialists and lead teachers from 
each grade level, in addition to 
superintendent Dr. Susan Bohn 
and deputy superintendent Lynn 
McKinney.

Amber Crissey, assistant 
superintendent for curriculum 
and instruction, asked the school 
board Tuesday to approve an 
$83,000 expenditure for the con-
ference. The funds will be located 

within the existing budget, most-
ly from Title programs and other 
campus sources.

Sending this many staff to the 
same training event is a depar-
ture for Aledo ISD.

“There really haven’t been 
these large-scale professional 
learnings in the past in Aledo,” 
Crissey said. “We kind of let peo-
ple just pick and choose different 
things.”

Turn to ALEDO ISD, page 5A

ALEDO ISD

District to send 124 to training in June

BOB BUCKEL/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The Aledo PTO presented a check to the school district for $80,000, the result of fundraisers during the 
fall. Shown are PTO members Mindy Flowers, Brittany Opsahl, president Candi Lear, and Jennifer Taylor; 
school board members Julie Turner, Forrest Collins, Jessica Brown, Hoyt Harris, Jennifer Loftin, David 
Lear, and Bobby Rigues; and AISD Superintendent Susan Bohn.

Roadmap
County Judge Pat Deen lds town 
hall to talk about the county’s 
future.
PAGE A4

Pinewood
If it’s January, it’s Pinewood 
Derby time!

PAGE A6

All-State
Five Bearcats named to All-State 
football team.

PAGE A10

Cookie Time
Girl Scout Cookies are on sale 
all over – including Willow Park.

PAGE A7

State Champs  Celebrating the Bearcats, Section B
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ALEDO

New  
names on 
the ballot
City Council member  
Andrew Morris’ move 
from Aledo leaves vacancy
By Jeri PetersenThe Community News

Aledo city leaders accepted the 
resignation of council member 
Andrew Morris, Place 2, at City 
Council meeting Jan. 24. Morris 
served on the planning and zon-
ing board and the zoning board of 
adjustments until he was elected 
to City Council Place 2 in 2018. He 
resigned Jan. 16. 

Jean Bailey, who served on the 
Aledo economic development cor-
poration, also resigned her position 
earlier this month. 

Morris and Bailey both have 
moved from the City of Aledo. Nick 
Stanley was appointed to a vacant 
position on the planning & zoning 
board and replaces Bailey on the 
economic development corporation. 

Turn to COUNCIL, page 3

Torres, Atkins 
help link 
WC to East 
Parker County 
communities
Bob BuckelThe Community News

For years, Aledo High School 
sent more of its graduates to 
Weatherford College than any other 
high school. Recently Weatherford 
High School has taken that lead, 
but there’s still a strong connection 
between the growing communities 
of East Parker County and the com-
munity college that serves them.

Rhonda Torres and Arleen 
Atkins are an important part of 
that.

Torres, Dean of Education 
and Instructional Support for 
Weatherford College, has lived in 
Aledo for about 40 years — making 
her still a “newcomer’ compared to 
many. But she’s been active in the 
community while rising through 
the ranks to her position at WC, 
where she has worked for going on 
35 years.

“I think Weatherford College is a 
stepping stone from Eastern Parker 
County to greater success for many, 
many students in our service area,” 
she said. “The students and the tax-
payers get a big bang for their buck 
from Weatherford College.” 

150 years young
Weatherford College 
primed for year-long 
celebration
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

They say being around young 
people helps keep you young.

If that’s true, it would explain 
how Weatherford College contin-
ues to look so fresh at 150.

The college was founded in 
1869 — the year a railroad first 
linked North America from coast 
to coast. Over the next centu-
ry-and-a-half, the campus came 
under the control of the Masons, 
the Methodists, Southwestern 
University and finally, the public.

It was known for a while as 
Cleveland College, honoring 
President Grover Cleveland, but 
it became Weatherford College 
in 1889. That’s the year the Eiffel 
Tower was built.

It wasn’t until 1949 that vot-
ers created the Parker County 
Junior College District, ending 
the name-changing game, and 
putting the taxpayers of Parker 
County in charge.

Since then, through budget 
boosts and cuts, economic booms 
and busts, two world wars and 
the industrial and digital revo-
lutions — not to mention the Turn to COLLEGE, page 8

ever-swinging pendulum of educa-
tional philosophies — the results 
have been spectacular.

Last fall, more than 6,400 stu-
dents enrolled at WC’s four cam-
puses in Weatherford, Mineral 
Wells, Wise County, and Granbury. 

Graduates continue to succeed at 
four-year colleges and in an expand-
ing array of professions — most of 
which did not exist when that cor-
nerstone was laid on July 5, 1869, at 
Lee and Main in Weatherford.

Turn to 150 YEARS, page 8

Fort 
Worth 
approves 
water sale
Willow Park,  
Hudson Oaks  
share in contract
Special to The Community News

The Fort Worth City Council 
approved the sale of wholesale 
water to the cities of Willow 
Park and Hudson Oaks at their 
Jan. 29 meeting, paving the 
way for both cities to receive 
surface water.

The cities will split the cost 
of the buy-in and construc-
tion, with Willow Park cov-
ering 52 percent and Hudson 
Oaks picking up 48 percent. 
The water supply will be split 
accordingly.

The two cities will seek 
funding from the Texas Water 
Development Board to assist 
in the $13.4 million-dollar 
project. The buy-in for Willow 
Park will be $1.9 million, and 
Hudson Oaks’ buy-in cost is 
$1.7 million. Fort Worth will 
supply Willow Park with 3.5 
million gallons per day and 
Hudson Oaks with 3.2 million 
gallons per day.

“The spirit of coopera-
tion between Hudson Oaks 
and Willow Park resulted in a 
cost savings for both commu-
nities,” said Willow Park City 
Administrator Bryan Grimes. 
“It also created a reduction of 
duplicate services.”

Grimes said he anticipated 
execution of the contract in 
February, funding in April or 
May, and construction to begin 
soon after.

“This will take care of our 
water needs for decades to 
come,” he said.

The design and construc-
tion of the water transmission 
system is expected to be com-
pleted in 2021.

“The agreement with Fort 
Worth will secure the future 
water supply for a vital seg-
ment of East Parker County,” 
said Hudson Oaks City 
Administrator Patrick Lawler. 
“And it has built a bridge of 
cooperation between Hudson 
Oaks and Willow Park as we 
face significant growth chal-
lenges in the near future.”

The agreement with Fort 
Worth means the three largest 
cities in East Parker County 
will have Fort Worth as a water 
source: Willow Park, Aledo, 
and Hudson Oaks. Aledo made 
an agreement with Fort Worth 
for water in 2006.

BRIAN SAVAGE/SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The Aledo High School Theatre Department concluded its performaces of “Rock of Ages” on Sunday. Photo 
coverage can be found on page 5.

Dramatic Protest

500 Wins
Aledo boys soccer coach Derek 
Vierling reaches 500-win 
milestone.
PAGE 15

Junior Golf
National junior golf tournament 
coming to Squaw Creek in April.

PAGE 7

Clinching it!
Ladycats clinch district title in 
basketball with two games to go.

PAGE 1

Standoff
Soccer titans Aledo and 
Stephenville battle to a tie.

PAGE 12

Dancing  Walsh Daddy-Daughter Dance, 6

TCA
Students receive awards from 
calculus to spelling.

PAGE 7

AMS
Photo feature – future Ladycats 
on the court.

PAGE 15

Undefeated!
Ladycats run the table in district, 
prepare for playoffs.

PAGE 10Volume 29, Number 06Published Weekly

And Bearcats!
Bearcats to be in basketball 
playoffs for first time in five 
years.
PAGE 10
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By Bob BuckelThe Community News

Charlie Gilchrist knows a thing 
or two about the automobile busi-
ness.

He can talk brand loyalty, cus-
tomer service, and the love Texans 
have for their pickups and SUVs. 
He can address long-term customer 
relationships and explore the deep, 
psychic connection between driving 
and freedom, the joy of car owner-

ship, the thrill of the open road.
That insight, ironically, has him 

spending a lot of time on airplanes 
these days.

Gilchrist, who owns and operates 
Southwest Ford as well as Buick-
Chevrolet-GMC, Chrysler-Dodge-
Jeep-Ram, Nissan, and Volkswagen 
franchises, is 2019 chairman of 
the National Automobile Dealers 

A reflection on  
the life of Bob Bull
By Randy KeckThe Community News

Life is often defined by snapshots 
in time.

Those in the community who 
knew Bob Bull – and that includes 
pretty much anyone who has lived 
here any time at all – didn’t really 
know Bob.

They knew snapshots of Bob 
because it would have been impos-
sible to have known the fullness of 
the man.

Sharing his life, his wife and 
soulmate Trish knew Bob closer 
than anyone, and she shared some 
insights with me about him.

Because I only knew snapshots 
of Bob.

I saw a snapshot of him as a 
member of the praise band and choir 
at Aledo United Methodist Church.

I had a snapshot of him as the man 
who came and repaired the drywall 
and trim around the door in my office 

that I had clumsily tried to install.
I saw a snapshot of Bob as a 

neighbor who would always stop 
on his way somewhere else when he 
saw me in the yard, to ask how I was 
doing.

And then there was the snapshot 
of Bob as the guy who drove around 
sometimes pulling a trailer that had 
“Epiphany Ministries” emblazoned 
on the side, never quite knowing 
what that was all about – and maybe 
that’s one of the best snapshots to 
share with you.

Epiphany Ministries of 
Texas

Bob was instrumental in the for-
mation and operation of Epiphany 
Ministries of Texas, and served as 
Chairman of the Board. 

Epiphany and Kairos are sister 
ministries serving inmates. Kairos 
serves the adult inmate population, 
and Bob worked there, too, but it was 
Epiphany – the ministry to young 
inmates – where his passion lay.

Commentary

On the mountain top

By Bob BuckelThe Community News

Making the Texas Music 
Educators’ Association (TMEA) 
All-State Choir, even once, in your 
high school career is a big deal.

Making it three or four times is, 
well, ridiculous.

That’s what Aledo High School 
seniors Madison O’Brien and 
Danielle Harrington have done. 
Harrington recently earned her 
third straight berth in the state’s 
top choir while O’Brien completed 
a sweep, going four-for-four for 
her high school career.

Harrington, who sings soprano 
2, was named first chair in the 
All-State Mixed Choir, the state’s 
top choral ensemble. O’Brien will 
occupy fourth chair as a soprano 
1 when they gather for the 2019 
TMEA Convention Feb. 13-16 at 
the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention 
Center in San Antonio.

The tryout process at the 
District, Region, and Area levels 
is grueling, but the Aledo girls 
are experienced veterans who have 
thrived in competition throughout 
their high school years.

Madison’s path
For O’Brien, it began long 

before high school.
“I think I was just born with 

music in my soul,” she said. 

AHS seniors repeat as  
All-State Choir performers

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWA

Madison O’Brien (left) and Danielle Harrington recently earned recog-
nition as members of the Texas Music Educators Association (TMEA) 
All-State Choir. Both are seniors at Aledo High School.

“Honestly, I always loved to sing.”

Madison said her mom recog-
nized her potential and got her 
started in music lessons when she 
was about nine or 10 years old. 
But the folk songs her teacher gave 
her didn’t inspire her. Then one 
day, she heard nine-year-old Jackie 
Evancho on “America’s Got Talent.”

“She was, like, my age, and she 

comes out with this classical voice, 
and it was a big deal,” she said. 
“She was one of the first younger 
singers to do opera on the show.”

Madison said she was up in her 
room when her mom called her to 
come watch.

“She said, ‘Hey, you need to 
come see this girl. She can sing way 

Turn to CHOIR, page 3

Parker County car dealer 
leads national organization

Turn to GILCHRIST, page 5

Turn to BOB BULL, page 4

BOB BUCKEL/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Charlie Gilchrist was elected 2019 chairman of the board for the National 
Automobile Dealers Association.

NATIONAL SIGNING DAY

Three big bearcaTs
Ellison, Harris sign with 
TCU, Callaway an Army 
man as 7 other Bearcats 
sign college letters
By Tony EierdamThe Community News

Although two Aledo Bearcats 
seniors accepted their offers in the 
early-signing period in December, 
the pair and other Aledo High 

School athletes signed on the dot-
ted line Wednesday afternoon 
at the AHS Indoor Facility on 
National Signing Day.

Bearcats senior defensive end Colt 
Ellison and senior linebacker Wyatt 
Harris signed scholarship letters 
to play football at TCU, and senior 
offensive lineman Cameron Callaway 
signed with Army West Point.

Ellison was the heaviest 
recruited, as he got offers from 

TCU, Notre Dame, Penn State, 
Arkansas, Vanderbilt, Tennessee, 
Oklahoma State, and Washington, 
and that was before the 2018 sea-
son began. Ellison took an official 
visit to Notre Dame and said that 
visit weighed heavily on his mind.

But in the end, playing for the 
Horned Frogs and head coach 
Gary Patterson trumped all for the 
all-state defensive end.

TONY EIERDAM/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Three Bearcats signed letters at D-1 schools. Shown are (from left) Colt Ellison, Cameron Callaway, and 
Wyatt Harris.

Turn to SIGNINGS, page 3

Music Makers
We focus on three music 
makers, two from Aledo High 
School and one former Bearcat.
PAGE 12

Heavy Lifting
Aledo High School’s power 
lifting team wins Chisholm Trail 
meet.
PAGE 7

Playoffs
Ladycats get by pesky opponent 
in bi-district basketball.

PAGE 5Volume 29, Number 07Published Weekly

Fashionable
Little Black Dress fashion show 
benefits United Way of Parker 
County.
PAGE 15
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Dazzling Dancers  Aledo stars light on their feet, 11
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Store to be at FM 1187 
and Bailey Ranch Road
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

The nation’s largest pharmacy is 
coming to Aledo.

The city’s Planning & Zoning 
Commission Tuesday night approved 
the preliminary and final plats for a 
CVS Pharmacy to be located on a 
five-acre tract of land at the north-
west corner of Bailey Ranch Road 
and FM 1187.

“I just want to let the board know 
that we’re very excited,” Fred Disney, 
president of Westbrook Companies, 
the developer, told the P&Z panel. 
“The Bailey family is very excited 
that CVS is coming to this location.”

Approval of the plat took only a 
few minutes as commission mem-
bers looked over the materials. Both 
votes were unanimous.

“I think it’s going to be a great 
thing for the community,” commis-
sion chairman Jim Withrow said. 
New commission member Nick 
Stanley, who was sworn in at the 
start of the meeting, said he antici-
pated the store will do well.

“I think they’ll have plenty of 
business there,” he said. “I think 
they’ll sell a lot of milk and eggs, 

Lane closures on 
I-20 scheduled

Weather permitting, lanes will be 
temporarily closed on the Interstate 
20 main lanes and frontage roads at 
FM 1187/3325 (Aledo exit) for over-
night utility work Monday, Feb. 18 and 
Monday, Feb. 25. The intermittent 
lane closures will occur between 9 
p.m. and 4 a.m. each night.

Motorists should expect intermit-
tent delays of approximately 15 min-
utes each way during this moving 
operation.

Safety is a top priority at TxDOT, 
and the foundation for the agency’s 
planning, building and maintaining 
of projects across the state. When 
driving through a work zone, motor-
ists are encouraged to slow down, 
pay attention, avoid distractions such 
as cell phones, and plan ahead. See 
all Texas road conditions by visiting 
www.drivetexas.org.

Administrator honored 
for service to youth
By Randy KeckThe Community News

Aledo ISD Assistant 
Superintendent Lynn McKinney 
was a recipient of the Ella C. 
McFadden Service to Youth 
Award at a presentation Thursday, 
Feb. 7 at the Botanical Research 
Institute of Texas in Fort Worth. 
The award was presented by 

Camp Fire First Texas.
Camp Fire began presenting 

the Ella C. McFadden Award in 
1989. It is given to “recognize 
the accomplishments of organi-
zations and individuals that serve 
youth, heighten public awareness 
of the needs of young people, and 
encourage others in the commu-
nity to invest time and money to 
help improve the lives of young 
people.”

Turn to AWARD, page 3

I-20 LANE CLOSURES
When:
Monday night, Feb. 18,  
9 p.m. to 4 a.m.

Monday night, Feb. 25,  
9 p.m. to 4 a.m.

Where:
I-20 eastbound and westbound 
main lanes and frontage roads 
at FM 1187/3325 north of Aledo.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The CVS store planned for Aledo will be similar to this location that was recently opened in Argyle.

baby things…”
Disney said the floor plan is 

for one of the company’s bigger 
stores.

“They’re excited about the 
market out here for them,” he told 
the board. Later, he noted that the 
store will be similar in size to one 
the company recently opened in 
Argyle.

“They view Aledo as a very 
similar market,” he said.

Disney noted that the plat still 
needs final approval from the full 
city council when they meet Feb. 
28. After that, as soon as permits 
are filed, construction activity 
should get underway fairly quick-
ly.

Access to the store will be off of 
both Bailey Ranch Road and 1187. 
It will be adjacent to the build-
ing where Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative is due to finish out 

their new headquarters.
CVS, based in Woonsocket, 

Rhode Island, is the largest phar-
macy health care provider in the 
United States, with more than 
9,800 retail locations and 246,000 
employees. It was founded in 1963 
in Lowell, Massachusetts.

In Texas, CVS has 695 loca-
tions including 135 located 
inside Target stores and 101 with 
MinuteClinics.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Mandy Musselwhite and Dr. Scott Myser “warned” the audience prior to 
their dance routine at “Dancing with the Aledo Stars,” an event to raise 
funds for the Class of 2020. More information is on page 11.

EDUCATION

McKinney receives 
McFadden Award

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Camp Fire Board member Russ Morris, Lynn McKinney, and Cathy 
Halliday, Vice President of Youth Development for Camp Fire.

2020 Vision
WILLOW PARK

Council 
approves loan 
for water 
development
New wells  
also approved
By Randy KeckThe Community News

The Willow Park City Council 
approved taking out a loan of 
$13.77 million from the Texas 
Water Development Board to 
finance construction of a water 
line from Fort Worth.

The Fort Worth City Council 
recently approved a contract to 
supply water to Willow Park and 
Hudson Oaks.

Derek Turner, consultant with 
Jacob & Martin Engineers, told 
the council the loan will cover 
all expenses associated with the 
project, including land acquisi-
tion, engineering, and construc-
tion costs.

Per an agreement with the 
City of Hudson Oaks, Willow 
Park will take out the loan, and 
the City of Hudson Oaks will 
pay 48 percent. The water sup-
ply from Fort Worth will also be 
divided 52-48 percent accord-
ingly.

Turn to COUNCIL, page 2

CVS plans Aledo location

Good Deeds
Aledo Rotary Club establishes 
itself as a partner for local non-
profit organizations.
PAGE 11

Spring Events
As winter thaws, spring events 
begin to populate the calendar.

PAGE 12

Experience
Bearcats prepare for baseball 
with outfield experience.
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District retains 
two-acre 
standard
Residents, developers 
clash over well  
requirements
By Nicole HawkinsThe Community News

Groundwater levels in Parker 
County are declining, but a recent 
proposal that would have cut the 
number of private wells being 
drilled was abandoned by the water 
district, and the decision was sub-
sequently supported by the board 
at the Upper Trinity Groundwater 
Conservation District’s latest meet-
ing.

 The motion brought to the floor 
during the Jan. 25 meeting was 
to change the district’s proposed 
rules that would increase the acre-
age requirement for the drilling of 
private wells from two to five acres. 
The district board voted to revert 
the proposed rules back to the orig-
inal two-acre requirement.

 This motion was supported by 
five members of the board, includ-
ing the two members representing 
Parker County, and opposed by the 
two board members representing 
Wise County. 

Aledo resident James Vasich, 
who attended the meeting, said 
most people present were in favor 
of the acreage increase, with the 
exception of representatives for 
developers, who strongly oppose 
the proposal. 

Vasich said members of the 
UTGCD board were also in favor 
of the proposal, but voted to revert 
back to the proposed rule of a two-
acre requirement because of threats 
from county commissioners to sue 
if an acreage increase was approved.

“We weren’t threatening any-
body,” Parker County Commissioner 
for Precinct 1 George Conley said.

Conley said the commissioners 
would approve of an increase to 
five acres if the water district could 
prove groundwater levels in Parker 
County are declining. 

Doug Shaw, general manager for 
the water district, said the proposed 
acreage increase aimed to “ensure 
water sustainability for the future.”

“It was very unpopular,” Shaw 
said of the proposal. 

Turn to WATER, page 3

AdvoCats’ annual  
fundraiser will ‘light  
the night’
Staff ReportsThe Community News 

The annual Aledo Children’s 
AdvoCats “Run, Walk, or Crawl” 
(RWC) will be back as a glow-run this 
year at 8 p.m. Saturday, March 23.

The RWC has been the major 
fundraiser each year for the 
AdvoCats organization, which pro-
vides funds for medical expenses, 
clothing, living expenses, field trips, 
senior expenses, dental care, school 
supplies, and counseling in the 
Aledo Independent School District.

Kristin Bryan, public relations 
chair for the AdvoCats, said the 
glow-run concept was a hit last year.

“Grab your glow sticks and help 
us light up the night and raise funds 
for children and families in need in 
our community,” Bryan said.

More than 1,200 registered 
runners and walkers and dozens 
of local business and community 
organizations participated in last 
year’s race.

“We are thankful for the cooper-
ation of Aledo ISD, The Community 
News, and the support of our local 
law enforcement and many other 
entities that always offer to vol-
unteer at this event,” Bryan said. 
“We look forward to another very 
successful community-wide event.”

Aledo Children’s AdvoCats is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
led by women volunteers commit-
ted to raising charitable funds to 
help fulfill and aid unmet needs of 
children and their families in the 
Aledo area.

Established in 2002, the 
AdvoCats organization has donated 
more than $900,000 to the com-
munity.  One-hundred percent of 
monies raised through fundraising 
are used towards charitable efforts.

In addition to “Run, Walk, 
or Crawl,” the Aledo Children’s 
AdvoCats offers several outreach 
opportunities through the year.

The “Angel Project” offers 
Christmas gifts for the underpriv-
ileged families which are provided 
by anyone in the community who 
volunteers to be an “angel shop-
per.” A value of almost $36,000 

ALEDO ISD

Glow Run set to repeat in March

CORRECTION
In the Feb. 8 feature about 
Aledo’s all-state choir mem-
bers Madison O’Brien and 
Danielle Harrington, the 
name of their voice teacher, 
Danaila Hristova, was mis-
spelled. Ms. Hristova worked 
with the girls for six years.

We regret the error.

in gifts was donated to 434 chil-
dren representing 174 families in 
the Aledo community for the 2017 
Angel Project. 

During the 2017-2018 school 
year, the Aledo Children’s AdvoCats 
served more than 450 AISD stu-
dents and their immediate fami-
ly members through the AdvoCats 
resale shop known as the Clothes 
Closet. Volunteers work at the 
Clothes Closet resale shop (which is 

open four days per week) to provide 
clothes, shoes, and undergarments 
at a very low cost. In 2018, the 
Clothes Closet gave a total value 
of nearly $31,000 in clothing to 
children and families in need free 
of charge.  

For more information about 
registering or volunteering for the 
glow run, or for more information 
about the AdvoCats, visit www.ale-
doadvocats.com.

Job fair planned to fill 
200 positions
By Randy KeckThe Community News

Community members who 
have anticipated the opening of 
the new H-E-B in Hudson Oaks 
won’t have to wait much longer.

Chelsea Thompson, H-E-B 
Community Coordinator, said the 
store will open for business at 6 

a.m. Friday, May 10. Thompson 
said the store would employ 200 
full-time and part-time people. 
H-E-B will host a job fair on 
Saturday, March 2 (see sidebar).

Patrick Lawler, Hudson Oaks 
City Administrator, said the store 
and accompanying development 
would be a boon to the local econ-
omy.

“It’s going to be substantial,” 
he said. “It is going to pull from 

past the 820 loop to far into the 
west.”

Lawler added a compliment to 
the people from the company he 
has worked with.

“Ever since they announced 
they have been an incredible 
community partner,” he said. “I 
think everybody in Parker County 
is excited to see it happening.”

HUDSON OAKS

H-E-B plans May 10 opening

POLITICS

AISD, Hudson 
Oaks can cancel 
elections
Willow Park, Annetta 
ballots draw a crowd
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

With no contested races to put 
before the voters, Aledo ISD and 
the city of Hudson Oaks won’t be 
holding elections May 4.

Place 4 trustee Forrest Collins 
is unopposed in his bid for a sec-
ond two-year term on the Aledo 
school board. Place 5 trustee Bobby 
J Rigues announced early on that 
he would not seek re-election, and 
former PTO president Jennifer 
Taylor stepped up and filed for that 
position.

No other candidates are seek-
ing those offices, so the board will 
vote in their March meeting on a 
motion to cancel the election.

In Hudson Oaks, Places 2, 4, 
and 5 are up for re-election this 
year, but Mayor pro-tem Brian 
Lixey, who holds Place 2, as well 
as Place 4 council member Tom 
Fitzpatrick and Place 5 council 
member Daniel Cross, are all unop-
posed.

City secretary Patrick Lawler 
said a motion to cancel the election 
would be on the council’s agenda 
when it meets Feb. 28 at 7 p.m.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Construction continues on the Hudson Oaks H-E-B. The planned opening date is May 10.

Turn to ELECTIONS, page 3 Turn to H-E-B, page 2
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The 2018 Aledo Advocats Run, Walk, or Crawl Glow Run was character-
ized as a success. The 2019 event will be Saturday, March 23.

Aledo graduate Austin 
Underwood’s ‘Under-
dawgs’ food truck big hit 
in area
By Tony EierdamThe Community News

In his desire to become a chef, 
Aledo High School 1999 graduate 
Austin Underwood has taken the 
necessary steps and put in the 
work to see his franchise, “Austin’s 
Underdawgs” take off.

Underwood’s food truck was on 
hand last week at the Aledo High 
School home tennis tournament, 
but it was rained out. During the 
delay before the cancelation of the 
tournament, Underwood sold his 
patented hot dogs out of his food 
truck.

Underwood, who has Down 
Syndrome, has always wanted to 
own a restaurant. Since Austin had 
never learned to read, he was not a 
good candidate for a chef job, but 
he quickly learned skills to be an 
excellent prep chef in the Eastern 
New Mexico University cafeteria. 

Underwood began classes at 
Eastern New Mexico when he 
was 21. He attended a vocational 
program at ENMSU designed for 
people with special needs and/or 
limited abilities.

His mother, Jan, said Austin’s 
love of food had him “yearning to 
own his own restaurant.” More than 

a decade and a half later, Austin is 
taking his show on the road selling 
“Underdawg Hot Dogs” in his trav-
eling “Dawgmobile.”

After college, Underwood 
took jobs at an area McDonald’s, 
Albertson’s café and eventually 
Campisi’s which eventually led to 
Underwood’s new venture – sell-

ing his specialty-made hot dogs 
from the truck at various events or 
parties.

Underwood was certified under 
a program in Chicago at Vienna 
Beef ’s Hot Dog University, similar 
to the McDonald’s program in the 
Windy City called “Hamburger U.”

He developed a menu which 

also includes a vegetarian dog, 
“The Un-Dawg” along with his 
most popular dog, “The Straw 
Dog” which is a frankfurter with 
“dawg sauce,” bacon bits and 
grilled onions served on a toasted 
bun.
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BEARCAT GROWTH 
COMMITTEE

Group sees facts, 
challenges of 
student growth
Surge in property values 
could pay for bond issue
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

Just like the communities it 
serves, the Aledo school district is 
growing. That reality comes with 
both a challenge and a blessing.

The challenge? The district 
needs to build more classrooms to 
educate those children.

The blessing? The district’s 
underlying property wealth is also 
growing, providing the tax revenue 
to meet those needs — as long as 
voters approve.

But while voters will likely be 
asked to approve a bond issue 
in November, it’s possible no tax 
increase will be needed to pay for 
it. Growth projections in Aledo ISD 
indicate there’s enough room to 
fund $105 million to $137 million 
in new bonds without raising the 
tax rate.

“With the value growth and the 
assumptions that we’ve made, we 
think that we would be able to do 
the most critical projects and not 
have to increase that tax rate,” Earl 
Husfeld, the district’s chief finan-
cial officer, told the Bearcat Growth 
Committee last Thursday.

The meeting, held at the dis-
trict’s teacher training center, was 
designed to give the committee’s 
38 members a look at finances and 
projected growth. Husfeld, super-
intendent Dr. Susan Bohn, and 
bond advisor Josh McLaughlin all 
spoke and fielded questions during 
the three-hour session, the group’s 
third.

Husfeld presented an overview 
of the district’s financial condi-
tion, explaining the two tax rates 
— M&O, or maintenance and oper-
ations, and I&S, or interest and 
sinking.

The M&O tax rate, currently 
set at the state maximum of $1.17 
per $100 in property values, pays 
for the school district’s day-to-day 
operations — salaries, transporta-
tion, utilities, insurance, etc. That 
part of AISD’s budget is roughly 
$50 million, with $41 million fund-
ed by local property taxes.

State funding, Husfeld noted, 
has steadily gone down as the dis-
trict’s property wealth has increased. 
This year the taxpayers of Aledo will 
send about $1.2 million back to the 
state as part of the “Robin Hood” 
school finance system.

The legislature, which is cur-
rently in session, has pledged to do 
something about that system, but 
it’s anybody’s guess what that will 
be.

Turn to WALSH, page 4

Top Underdawg

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Austin Underwood poses in front of his “Dawgmobile,” a food truck where he sells his specialty hot dogs. 
Underwood, who has Down Syndrome, is a 1999 Aledo High School graduate.

Turn to UNDERDAWG, page 3

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Willow Park Police Officer Clarissa Wolfe and the rest 
of the force are eager to give citizens, young and old, a 
glimpse of the human side of police work during the city’s 
Citizen’s Police Academy. The 10-week course is set to 
begin March 21.

ALEDO ISD

District receives 
good financial news
Staff ReportsThe Community News

Aledo ISD has received state rec-
ognition for its commitment to finan-
cial responsibility and management 
of taxpayer dollars.

The district got an “A” rating for 
“Superior Achievement” under Texas’ 
School FIRST financial accountability 
rating system. The rating is the state’s 
highest, demonstrating the quality of 
Aledo ISD’s financial management 
and reporting systems.

It marked the 15th straight year 
the district has received the highest 
rating, based on an analysis of staff 
and student data and audited budget 
and actual financial data.

“We are very proud of earning the 
Superior Achievement Rating for the 
15th consecutive year,” said school 
board president Hoyt Harris. “We 
are diligent in our commitment to 
financial responsibility and this rating 
helps provide our stakeholders with 
evidence of our dedication to sound 
fiscal management and reporting.”

ALEDO ISD

Visiting Austin
Staff ReportsThe Community News

Superintendent, board 
members meet with  
legislators in Austin

Aledo ISD school board mem-
bers and Superintendent Dr. Susan 
K. Bohn traveled to Austin Tuesday 
to advocate for the district and pub-
lic schools.

Trustees Bobby J Rigues, Forrest 
Collins, and David Lear, along with 
Dr. Bohn, visited the State Capitol 
and met with Senators Beverly 
Powell and Pat Fallon, Rep. Phil 
King, and legislative staff members, 
who represent the voters of Aledo 
ISD.

Topics included the district’s leg-
islative priorities, adopted by the 
school board in December, includ-
ing protecting local decision-mak-
ing, issues related to fast growth, 
and additional funding to support 
Aledo schools.

Aledo ISD is expected to add 
more than 2,600 students over the 
next five years.

Turn to AUSTIN, page 3Turn to FINANCE, page 3

Reagan
Parker County Republicans hold 
their annual Reagan Day Dinner.
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150 Years Old
State legislators honor 
Weatherford College on its 
150th birthday.
PAGE 4

Clean Slate
Ladycats maintain undefeated 
record in soccer.

PAGE 7

Softball
Looking at the season ahead 
with a softball advance.
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Top Group  Aledo runners swarm Cowtown, 15
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ALEDO

Council grants 
coffee shop 
room to expand 
its parking
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

As a result of city council action 
last Thursday, a growing business 
will get a few more parking spaces 
from a street that is going nowhere.

The council unanimously 
approved a request from commercial 
real estate developer Deane Bruner 
to allow Lorrie Keeling, owner of the 
building occupied by East Parker 
Coffee Co., to put in a recycled 
asphalt paving surface and create 
additional parking along Pine Street.

The coffee shop, located at 108 
Jearl St., badly needs the parking. 
Pine Street, which dead-ends just 
past the coffee shop, is unlikely to 
ever be extended. There is a creek 
just beyond it, and a limited-access 
residential subdivision on the other 
side.

The council’s action allows 
Keeling to encroach into the city-
owned right-of-way for about 10 
additional parking spaces.

“Encroachment is, we keep the 
property,” director of public works 
Gretchen Vasquez told the council. 
“Abandonment would mean we give 
it up. Encroachment gives them per-
mission to make improvements and 
park — and it’s renewable every five 
years.”

Bruner explained that the recy-
cled asphalt surface would still allow 
the city easy access to any water or 
sewer lines beneath the property.

Keeling told the council she 
bought the building in 2007 when 
it was grown up in weeds, with an 
abandoned van and other debris. “I 
personally cleaned that up,” she said. 
“I’m all about trying to improve the 
property.”

Vasquez said city staff has no 
issues or concerns with the request. 
Council member Bob Wood added, 
“Go by there some morning. They 
desperately need parking.”

Ribitzki appointed
At the start of the Feb. 28 meet-

ing, Matt Ribitzki was sworn in 
to Place 2 on the council, filling 
the spot vacated in January when 
Andrew Morris resigned.

Ribitzki, who practices law in 
Fort Worth, is a graduate of TCU 
and Texas Tech University School of 
Law. He is a native of Burleson and 
serves as that city’s designated city 
attorney.

Ribitzki has filed for Place 2 in a 
special election to be held May 4. He 
is opposed by James Hester — the 
only contested race on the city’s bal-
lot this year.

Turn to COUNCIL, page 2

Tim Buchanan ready to 
keep program moving 
forward as offseason 
workouts continue
By Tony EierdamThe Community News

Two old and honored sayings 
come into place when describ-
ing the current state of Aledo 
Bearcats football in 2019.

It can be said, “the more 
things change the more they stay 
the same,” or, “if it ain’t broke, 
don’t fix it.

Earlier this year Aledo ISD 
announced that head football 
coach Steve Wood would be 
promoted to athletic director to 
replace Tim Buchanan, who orig-
inally was going to retire from the 
school business and sell artificial 
turf.

But Buchanan’s plans changed 
when he continued to scratch his 
coaching itch, and in a surprise 
but popular move Buchanan 
was offered the available head 
coaching job, which he began in 
January overseeing the Bearcats’ 
offseason program.

Buchanan admitted he has 
never felt better as he settles into 
his new – yet old – environment. 
He also stated that he just wants 
to keep the program that has won 
eight state titles (five under Buc’s 
watch as head coach) and seven 
state championships in the last 
10 years running smoothly as it 
has in the last decade.

Buchanan has the Bearcats 
going through offseason weight 
training and conditioning. Aledo 
will begin spring practices in 
May.

“From the very first day I start-
ed it has been nothing but fun,” 
Buchanan, who sports a 227-53-3 
coaching record, said. “It (foot-
ball program) wasn’t broke, so 
I am not trying to re-invent the 
wheel or anything like that. It 
was a good program under Coach 
Wood (75-4, three state champi-
onships), and I am just going to 
try and continue what Steve did. 
I am having a lot of fun.”

Defensive Coordinators
Buchanan said he real-

ized moments after accepting 
Superintendent Dr. Susan Bohn’s 
offer to return as head coach that 
it would be the first time since 
2002 that he would not have 
Wood at his side as defensive 
coordinator.

However, Buchanan explained 
the position is in “great hands” 
under defensive coordinator Brad 
McCone and his defensive staff.

“Steve and I had been togeth-
er for so long – Steve came to 
work in Aledo in 2002 – and we 
are running the same defense 
that Steve ran (at Boswell),” 
Buchanan said. “That is why we 
hired him (Wood) back then. 

“We went from (defensive 
coordinators) Greg Ennis to Jim 
Yankey to Steve Wood, and Greg 
and Steve ran very similar defens-

es. We all ran a 4-3 defense, and 
Steve was the guy we always went 
to learn how to run the coverag-
es behind it. It was a great hire 
when I talked Steve into coming 
here. That may have been my 
best hire.

“Believe me, but that was the 
first thing that popped into my 
head whenever I started thinking 
about taking (the head football 
coach) job, that it would be with-
out Steve. Steve is, if not the best, 
then one of the best defensive 
minds in the state. 

“Not only was he a great head 
football coach, but he and Greg 
Ennis may be two of the best 
defensive minds I have ever been 
around. And you can add Jim 
Yankey to that. I have been for-
tunate to have been around these 
guys. 

OFFSEASON FOOTBALL

Back in the saddle

Elections to be 
canceled in five 
entities
Elections on in Aledo, 
Willow Park, and Annetta
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

May 4 will indeed be an election 
day for the cities of Aledo, Willow 
Park and Annetta, but the other 
five entities covered in East Parker 
County have no contested races 
and can cancel their elections.

The City of Aledo has only one 
contested race, and it’s for Place 
2, the seat vacated by the January 
resignation of Andrew Morris.

The council appointed Matt 
Ribitzki to that spot Feb. 28, and 
Ribitzki has signed up to run for 
the office. Also seeking that posi-
tion is James Hester.

In the city of Willow Park, three 
of four incumbents will have an 
opponent.

Mayor Doyle Moss is opposed 
by Gene Martin; Place 1 council 
member Eric Contreras is chal-
lenged by Jaymes Seals; and Place 
2 incumbent Amy Fennell faces a 
challenge from Marcy Galle.

Only Place 4 incumbent Lea 
Young has no opposition in her bid 
for re-election.

The Town of Annetta has three 
contested races as well.

WILLOW PARK

Building boom 
continues
Council approves site 
plans for three new  
commercial structures
By Randy KeckThe Community News

The commercial building boom 
evident in east Parker County will 
continue. The Willow Park City 
Council unanimously approved site 
plans for three new commercial 
structures at its March 5 meeting.

Two of the structures are slated 
to be office/medical buildings, and 
will be located in the vicinity of the 
Shops of Willow Park. The first is a 
10,380 square foot building to be 
located at 410 Shops Blvd. The sec-
ond is a 6,000 square foot building 
to be located at 400 Shops Blvd.

Kyle Wilks is the developer.
The council also approved the 

site plan for The Shops at Willow 
Bend, a 5,342 square foot retail/
restaurant center in the 100-block 
of Willow Bend Drive (between 
Chicken Express and Brookshire’s).

Developer Mike Sangalli told 
the council he hopes to lease spac-
es to service businesses and food 
services, such as a sandwich shop.

Turn to WILLOW PARK, page 3
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Buchanan

Young Guns
Youth participate in annual 
BDGA Clay Shoot.

PAGE 11

Imagination
Stuard team heads to state 
on first try in Destination 
Imagination.
PAGE 16

Almost there
Ladycat soccer team to play for 
district championship.

PAGE 6

On the diamond
Ladycats and Bearcats post 
convincing wins in softball and 
baseball.
PAGE 6,7

Mallory Trammell 
takes aim 
during the youth 
shoot portion 
of the Business 
Development 
Group of Aledo’s 
10th annual clay 
shoot, benefiting 
youth causes in 
the area. More 
coverage can be 
found on page 11.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS
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and

FiRe

Top Scholars
Local area students honored at 
Oklahoma universities.

PAGE 13

Flying Bodies
Impact gymnasts compete at 
state level - and win!

PAGE 13

Playoffs Next
Aledo soccer teams prepare for 
post-district play.
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Free Speech
Your right to know is at risk this 
year in Texas. See our guest 
opinion.
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ALEDO ISD

‘Trust factor’ a 
focus of growth 
committee’s work
Bond panel studies future 
educational needs
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

The March 7 meeting of Aledo 
ISD’s Bearcat Growth Committee was 
held at the district’s newest campus, 
Walsh Elementary, and much of the 
focus was on the educational needs of 
21st-century students.

But the first order of business was 
to clear up a few things from the past.

At the group’s Feb. 21 meeting, 
lingering questions arose about how 
previous bond funds were spent, and 
not spent, and how a few high-profile 
items — including the indoor practice 
facility at Aledo High School — were 
paid for.

Chief Financial Officer Earl 
Husfeld made sure everyone on the 
38-member committee had the facts.

“There was $6,000,025 that was 
approved by taxpayers in 2008 that 
was never sold,” he said. That election 
included funding for the Daniel 9th 
Grade Center, which was completed 
in 2010.

“That was a low point in construc-
tion costs, and that project came in 
significantly under budget,” Husfeld 
said. “We had about $9 million left 
over, so the board elected to use $3 
million to build the practice facility.”

According to superintendent Dr. 
Susan Bohn, it is unlikely the district 
will ever issue the other $6 million in 
bonds.

“The board’s feeling is that there’s 
a promise to voters not to issue that 
debt,” she said. “It’s a trust thing.

Committee member Robert Cox 
said it seemed “illogical” not to issue 
those bonds and use the funds either 
for maintenance or to purchase land 
as needed for future building sites. 
Bohn said her impression was that the 
board would prefer to handle those 
things in the current proposal.

“Part of this process is trust-build-
ing,” she said. “You’re doing work, 
but part of the board’s job, and a 
huge part of my job, is to regain the 
perceived loss of trust that was pretty 
resounding in the last bond election.”

She told the committee that what-
ever the district needs in this 2019 
bond issue should be presented to 
voters this year.

“This $6 million doesn’t add 
capacity,” she noted. “We can go ahead 
and ask for the full amount that you 
guys decide needs to happen, in this 
next bond.

“I do think we need to spend 
money on our kids and our buildings, 
but I think we’re also in a situation 
where we need to put together and be 
the group that everybody can trust. 
There are all kinds of perspectives we 
have to consider as we do this work 
together.”

By Jeri PetersenThe Community News

“Each of you should use what-
ever gift you have received to serve 
others, as faithful stewards of God’s 
GRACE in its various forms.” - 1 
Peter 4:10

On a cold day in December, ele-
mentary school teacher Amy Gray 
and her two daughters saw a famil-
iar woman by the side of the road 
on their usual route home. In the 
summer they had stopped to give 
her some food, but on this frigid 
day, they felt a special urgency to 
give her something warm. They 
hurried home to heat up some 
soup and hot chocolate, and they 
gathered up some chips, candy, 
and water.

But there was one more thing.
Twelve-year-old Brynlynn had 

recently learned to sew, and she 
wanted to give the woman a blan-
ket she had made for herself. The 
recipient didn’t seem particularly 
happy or grateful, but the family 
didn’t fault her. Instead, they felt a 
strong desire to help more people, 
Brynlynn said.

Brynlynn’s grandparents had 
given her a sewing machine a cou-
ple of years before because she 
wanted to learn to sew. Between 
their tutoring and some YouTube 
lessons, she took off.

Having given one blanket away, 
she wanted to start sewing more. 
This past Christmas her younger 
sister, Brylee, received a sewing 
machine like hers, and at the same 
time, the family received an unex-
pected cash gift. They decided to 
take about half of the money to 
buy fabric and thread, and in a 
day, Brynlynn taught Brylee how to 
sew blankets to give to people who 
don’t have a home.

Over the Christmas break they 
took 21 blankets to The Salvation 
Army Fort Worth shelter. 

“There were a bunch of peo-
ple sitting around, and there were 
little kids, and it was sad to know 
that they didn’t have as much as we 
have,” Brynlynn said. 

To Amy, delivering the blankets 
in person was as important for the 
girls as sewing them was.

“They needed to see those peo-

Grays’ Grace

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Brylee Gray (left) and Brynlynn Gray (right) are shown in their home with a variety of blankets they sewed 
for the Salvation Army Fort Worth Shelter.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Brylee Gray (left) and Brynlynn Gray (right) are shown delivering blan-
kets they sewed for the Salvation Army Fort Worth Shelter.

Turn to AISD, page 3

Staff ReportsThe Community News

The Willow Park Citizens 
Group has partnered with Railhead 
Realty to offer voter registration 
events between now and April 4, 
the deadline to register before the 
May 4 local elections.

A certified, Parker County, 
Volunteer Deputy Registrar will 

be available to provide Texas Voter 
Registration Applications and 
assistance. The WPCG represen-
tative said there would be “no pol-
iticking, just an opportunity to ful-
fill civic responsibility.”

Dates and locations for regis-
tration events are:

9-11 a.m. Saturday, March 
16, at Railhead Realty, 5189 E. 

Interstate 20 Service Rd. North, 
Suite 106, Willow Park (free coffee 
and donuts);

7:30-9:30 a.m. Tuesday, March 
19 at the WPCG Hangout, Cafe 
23:5 in the Shops at Willow Park;

9-11 a.m. Saturday, March 23 at 
Railhead Realty;

5:30-6:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 
26, at the WPCH PM Hangout at 

Cafe 23:5;
9-11 a.m. Saturday, March 30 at 

Railhead Realty;
• 7:30-9:30 a.m. Tuesday, April 

2, at Cafe 23:5.
For more informa-

tion, email admin@
WillowParkCitizensGroup.org or 
visit WillowParkCitizensGroup.
org.

Voter registration events scheduled

ple who really needed and wanted 
those blankets,” she said. “That’s 
not something they’d ever wit-
nessed. The ride home was pretty 
silent.” 

Having her daughters see 
people without shoes and socks 
turned into something much more 
than Amy could have anticipated, 
though. The girls’ next question 
was, “When can we sew more blan-
kets?”

They were out of money, and 
Amy said she didn’t know what 
to tell them. Undaunted, the 
girls asked if they could start a 
GoFundMe account. They came 
up with a name for their non-profit 
endeavor, Girls with Grace (God’s 
Reaching Arms Cover Everyone), 
based on a Bible verse, 1 Peter 
4:10. They designed a logo to put 
on t-shirts, which they proudly 
wear and are starting to sell as 
an additional fundraiser. Their 
GoFundMe page went live on Feb. 
2. On March 12, their account had 
$1,537. 

Turn to GRACE, page 16

Junior ‘Abby’
13-year-old Willow Park girl 
begins advice column.

PAGE 16

Grad news
Aledo native on Arkansas 
Governor’s Cup semifinal team

PAGE 14

Strong Start
Ladycats move to 3-0 in district 
after 12-1 win over WF Rider.
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Baseball
State-ranked No. 6 Bearcats 
stay unbeaten in district play.
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Former Bearcat 
shot and killed in 
apartment brawl
Staff ReportsThe Community News

Donnie Evans, a for-
mer varsity football play-
er in Aledo, was shot and 
killed in a Fort Worth 
apartment brawl Sunday 
night, March 17.

The brawl reported-
ly involved 50 people in 
the 8000 block of Joshua 
Drive in south Fort Worth.

Evans played as a run-
ning back on the Aledo 
freshman team in 2014 
and on the varsity in 2015 
and 2016 before transfer-
ring to Crowley and then 
to West Virginia, where he 
graduated from Wheeling 
Park High School.

Jeff Brazzell knew 
Evans when he was a 

younger student in a local 
track club.

“When I was coaching 
Mach I, I knew Donnie 
because he ran for 
Hallmark Track Club. I 
came to know him more 
personally as he became 
a student/athlete at Aledo 
Middle School and High 
School,” Brazzell said. “He 
was a very talented young 
man with a great person-
ality. He always had an 
infectious smile and was 
very respectful. You can’t 
speak of Aledo football 
with out mentioning ‘Lil’ 
Donnie Evans.”

Evans was a freshman 
at Tyler Junior College.

ALEDO ISD

School district to revise GPA, class rank policy
Public meeting held  
Thursday evening
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

The Aledo school district is about 
to propose “substantial” changes to the 
way it calculates students’ grade-point 
averages and ranks them for graduation.

But first, they want to hear from you.
A 17-member committee — five dis-

trict- and campus-level administrators 
and 12 high school teachers — has been 
working since October to come up with 
ways to make the system more fair to 
students, relieve some of the pressure 
of class-rank competition, and give stu-
dents an incentive to take more chal-
lenging courses without fear of damag-
ing their GPAs.

The proposed changes were to be 
aired at a public meeting this Thursday, 
March 21, in the Distance Learning 
Center, just inside the doors of Aledo 
High School, 1000 Bailey Ranch Rd. 
Everyone, particularly parents of stu-

dents who will be affected by the chang-
es, was invited.

[Editor’s Note: Unfortunately, 
there was not enough lead time in the 
announcement to provide the informa-
tion to our readers before the meeting.]

At the meeting, the committee 
planned to share the proposed changes 
and the reasoning behind them, give a 
timeline for the proposed phase-in, and 
hold a question-and-answer session to 
address concerns and get feedback.

The last time this policy was revised 
was during the 2000-2001 school year.

Scott Kessel, director of student ser-
vices and safety, reported on the issue at 
Monday night’s school board meeting, 
laying out what the committee has been 
discussing and, in general, what they will 
propose.

Among those changes are:
• report grades on 4-point scale, rath-

er than the current 100-point scale.
• calculate GPAs at the end of every 

semester, but do not report rank.
• include dual-credit courses in the 

calculation, and weight those courses
• exclude all classes taken before 

ninth grade
• apply these changes to students in 

the sixth grade and younger — the class 
of 2025.

“The proposed changes are notable,” 
he said.  “We’re not just tweaking a 
couple of things here and there — this 
is a pretty substantial overhaul of the 
way we calculate and report grade-point 
averages.”

Kessel said the committee has looked 
at 29 other school districts, including 12 
that surround Aledo ISD, several that 
are demographically similar according 
to state data comparisons, and others 
in the Dallas/Fort Worth area that have 
recently revised their policies.

“Of the 29 districts we looked at, not 
one of them does this the same,” he said.

Kessel said the committee, which has 
met four times for a total of more than 
eight hours, has had some lively discus-
sions, but has come to a consensus.

Turn to RANK, page 3

Honored  
for faith
Aledo senior Truen  
Johnson Top 10 finalist for 
Lay Witnesses for Christ 
International Christian 
Athlete of the Year award
By Tony EierdamThe Community News

Aledo senior basketball player 
Truen Johnson was bestowed an 
honor he came to appreciate after 
realizing the impact of the Christian 
Athlete of the Year award, annually 
given by Lay Witnesses for Christ 
International.

Johnson, who led the Bearcats in 
rebounds and was a team leader this 
past season, was one of 1,700 high 
school athletes up for nomination, 
and he finished as a Top 10 finalist. 

Johnson, the son of Karen and 
David Johnson, was nominated by 
Aledo resident Kenny Yates, and 
Johnson said when he was nominat-
ed he didn’t realize the full meaning 
of being selected for this particular 
award.

Aledo High School has a recent 
history with this state-wide award. 
Yates’ son, Cameron, was a Top 10 
finalist last year, and his teammate, 
Ayden Smith, reached the semifi-
nals.

Once Johnson made semifinals 
he was required to send three letters 
of recommendation and write two 
essays – essay topics were “What 
does God mean to you” and “Why 

Turn to AWARD, page 2

Bob BuckelThe Community News

The Aledo ISD Board of Trustees on 
Monday night unanimously approved 41 
additional staff positions for the upcom-
ing school year, to handle projected 
growth of more than 400 students, while 
also expanding some of the offerings 
available to students in Aledo ISD.

Deputy Superintendent Lynn 
McKinney proposed the changes.

“We’re excited to present our staffing 
projections to the board tonight,” she 
said. “Thirty-four of the 41 requested 
positions we’re asking you for tonight 

will provide direct instruction.”

Five of the new positions were pro-
posed for Walsh Elementary School, 
which is expecting 144 additional stu-
dents next year. In addition, the district 
will hire two more dyslexia teachers 
at elementary level, seven more special 
education teachers including five at the 
elementary level, an additional pre-kin-
dergarten teacher and five elementary 
art teachers.

Full-day pre-K and elementary art 
will be new to the district next year.

Turn to AISD, page 2

BOB BUCKEL/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Luke Shelton, a student at Aledo Middle School, gets a handshake from Aledo 
school board president Hoyt Harris at Monday’s board meeting, as other trust-
ees and superintendent Dr. Susan Bohn look on. Shelton won the Parker County 
Spelling Bee in 26 rounds after going 36 rounds to win at Aledo Middle School. He 
made it to the final four at the Regional Spelling Bee.

ALEDO ISD

District proposes 41 new staff 
for 2019-2020 school year

KAREN TOWERY/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Bearcats’ junior safety Donnie Evans holds up his tro-
phy after his interception in the fourth quarter stopped 
the final Poteet drive during Aledo’s state semifinal win 
over the Pirates in 2016. Evans began the 2016 season 
as a running back, but injuries in the Aledo secondary 
forced Evans to play safety, and he came up with a big 
interception in this game, a prelude to Aledo’s state 
championship win over Corpus Christi Calallen.

Lock it Up
More than $30,000 of stolen 
property recovered – all from 
unlocked card.
PAGE 3

Ag Backers
Aledo Ag Backers hold annual 
dinner and auction.

PAGE 7

Blazing!
Aledo pitchers are red hot, and 
so are the Beacats at 5-0.
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Lots of Stats
AHS hosts Bearcat Relays; AMS 
holds home meet.
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WILLOW PARK

Council approves water agreement 
with Fort Worth, Hudson Oaks

Two year timetable  
anticipated
By Randy KeckThe Community News

The Willow Park City Council 
unanimously approved a wholesale 
water purchase agreement with 
the City of Fort Worth at a special 
meeting on Monday, March 25.

“It’s a boilerplate agreement,” 
Willow Park City Administrator 
Bryan Grimes told the council. 
He said 30 other cities, including 
Aledo, have virtually identical con-
tracts with Fort Worth for water 
supply.

The contract will run through 
Sept. 30, 2031, at which time 
Grimes said the plan would be to 
renew the contract.

The council also approved a 
revised agreement for funding, 
construction, and maintenance of 
water supply facilities with the City 
of Hudson Oaks.

Under the agreement with Fort 
Worth, Willow Park and Hudson 

Oaks will receive a combined 6.7 
million gallons of water per day. 
Willow Park will receive 52 per-
cent of the allotment, and Hudson 
Oaks will receive 48 percent.

Likewise, the cost of buy-in and 
financing of infrastructure to bring 
in water will be shared on the same 
52-48 percent basis.

Grimes said total buy-in is $3.6 
million, and total cost of infra-
structure, including buy-in, is 
$13.7 million.

The construction of the infra-
structure needed will be financed 
with a 30-year fixed-rate loan (1.7 
percent) from the Texas Water 
Development Board. Willow Park 
will assume the loan, and Hudson 
Oaks will pay its share to Willow 
Park.

The revised agreement with 
Hudson Oaks the council approved 
included a specific performance 
agreement whereby either city 
could force the other to comply 
with the terms of the contract.

Grimes said he thought con-

struction could be completed in 
time to have water for the summer 
of 2021. The allotment of water 
from Fort Worth will triple Willow 
Park’s current capacity.

Until the supply of water from 
Fort Worth can be obtained, 
Willow Park has been aggressive-
ly rehabilitating and drilling new 
water wells to increase its capacity.

“This is a monumental day 
in Willow Park, and we couldn’t 
have done it without this coun-
cil,” Mayor Doyle Moss said. He 
thanked the city staff, the cities of 
Fort Worth and Hudson Oaks, and 
the city council.

Communications Upgrade
The council also unanimously 

approved technology upgrades for 
use in city council meetings.

The upgrades will include two 
video displays, one on each side 
of council chambers, and audio 
upgrades to provide better sound 
quality to online viewers of city 
council meetings.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Workers from Erwin Water Wells worked on a new well for the City of 
Willow Park on Tuesday, March 26 near the intersection of Ranch House 
Road and Squaw Creek. The city has been on an aggressive program of 
rehabilitating older wells and drilling new wells in the wake of last sum-
mer’s water shortages.

Local officials meet with representatives 
during East Parker County Day in Austin

Aledo’s state champions 
honored at Capitol
Staff ReportsThe Community News

Officials from Aledo ISD, 
Parker County, and the cities of 
Aledo, Willow Park, and Hudson 
Oaks joined members of the Aledo 
Education Foundation and the 
East Parker County Chamber of 
Commerce in Austin March 20 as 
they met with elected officials and 
state agency representatives on 
education, transportation, health 
care, water, and other issues.

The “East Parker County Day” 
agenda also included honors for 
Aledo High School’s state champions 
— the Bearcat football team, cross 
country runner Graydon Morris and 
swimmer Elijah Sohn — on the floor 
of the House of Representatives.

The students were joined by 
Aledo ISD Superintendent Dr. 
Susan K. Bohn and school trustees 
Hoyt Harris, Forrest Collins and 
Jessica Brown as they met with 
State Rep. Phil King and Senator 
Pat Fallon, both of whom repre-
sent Parker County.

“We were very grateful for the 
opportunity to have our students 
recognized by Rep. King and 
Senator Fallon,” said Harris, who 
heads up the school board. “This 
provided a tremendous educa-
tional and memorable experience 

for our students and helped shine 
the spotlight on public schools 
and East Parker County with the 
exceptional students and level of 
success we have in Aledo ISD.

“Our close partnerships with 
and support from the leadership 
in our county, cities, Chamber, and 
AEF allow us to all come together 
to advocate in a meaningful way 

for the needs of our community,” 
he added.

King and Fallon honored the 
state champions by reading spe-
cial resolutions on the House and 
Senate floor, including mention of 
Aledo’s eighth state football title 
— tied for the most in state histo-
ry. The Bearcats received applause 

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Included in the delegation of people who went to Austin were (from 
left) Aledo ISD School Board Trustee Forrest Collins, student athletes 
Logan Escamilla and Wyatt Harris, State Rep. Phil King, student ath-
letes Elijah Sohn and Graydon Morris, Aledo ISD Superintendent Dr. 
Susan Bohn, Aledo ISD School Board Trustee Jessica Brown, and Aledo 
Head Football Coach Steve Wood.

Turn to AUSTIN, page 3

INFORMATION ON  
VETERANS SOUGHT
A local area man, Ben Combs, is  
requesting informations about any  
veterans who may have attended Aledo 
United Methodist Church for a project he 
is working on.

Anyone with information about such 
veterans is invited to email him at 
combs0613@gmail.com.

Take my Advice
13-year-old WIllow Park girl 
continues advice column

PAGE B7

Reubene
Long-time readers remember 
that name. Randy Keck shares 
about her call to TCN.
PAGE A4

Advancing
Ladycats cruising through soccer 
playoffs; El Paso El Dorado next.
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District Champs
Both AHS golf teams win  
district, prepare for regionals.
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ALEDO

Council approves 
new software, 
building official
Significant cost saving,  
efficiency cited
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

Better stuff and more people, for less 
money.

That’s a tough deal to beat — and it’s 
a deal the city of Aledo made at Thursday 
night’s council meeting after hearing pro-
posals for a new software package and the 
addition of the city’s first staff building 
official.

The council approved converting the 
city’s business to a municipal software 
package from Tyler Technologies, a Plano-
based company that creates and installs 
all-inclusive software that allows cities to 
integrate general ledger, budgeting, utility 
billing and other financial functions — 
even municipal court.

In fact, the city is already using the 
software for municipal court. Thursday’s 
action will allow all of the city’s depart-
ments to convert to Tyler software over the 
course of the next year.

“Currently we have three different pro-
grams,” city secretary Deana McMullen 
said Friday. “That makes it a challenge, 
and it leaves room for error by having to 
push things over to finance from another 
module. This should streamline every-
thing and give us more capabilities.”

McMullen said Tyler would appoint 
a project manager who will work with 
every city department over the next few 
months as they go on-line. After one-time 
purchase and licensing fees, the city will 
have a maintenance contract that will cost 
$15,000 to $20,000 less than the city is 
currently paying.

“We’re saving money by using this, and 
it will make the workload for all of the 
current employees much more efficient,” 
McMullen said.

In voting to hire the city’s first full-
time building official, the city will save an 
estimated $100,000 a year compared to 
paying a third-party provider to be on call 
to come consult and do inspections.

“It’s getting so busy that we need to 
have somebody here Monday through 
Friday, nine-to-five, who can answer ques-
tions and go out on site,” McMullen said.

The job description will be posted and 
a person hired as quickly as possible, she 
said.

Also at Thursday’s meeting, the coun-
cil:

• voted to cancel the May 4 election, 
with no contested races on the ballot.

• approved the installation of six to 
eight small antennas on the city’s elevated 
water storage tank by Aledo Broadband, 
subject to the presentation of a contract 
and drawings that show what the anten-
nas will look like installed;

• held an executive session regarding 
the purchase of property, voting afterward 
to pursue making an offer on the proper-
ty. The location of the property and other 
details will likely be disclosed at the next 
council meeting in April.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Nicki Dover, Special Education teacher at McAnally Intermediate School. was the recipient of the 
20th Marva Collins Teacher of the Year Award. For a full report on the awards program, see page 
B1.

GOLF

Big deal
Squaw Creek Golf Course 
to host national AJGA 
tournament; Aledo  
sophomore Ella Fisher  
in field
By Tony EierdamThe Community News

East Parker County will be in 
the national amateur golf spotlight 
April 12-14 when an annual national 
junior golf tournament comes to the 
area.

For the first time in its history, 
Squaw Creek Golf Course in Willow 
Park will host the American Junior 
Golf Association Junior All-Star 
tournament, which will hold the 
36-hole national junior golf tour-
nament April 13-14, with a “Junior-
Am” fundraiser on Friday, April 12.

The field will consist of the top 
boys and girls (ages 12-15) in the 
junior circuit from around the coun-
try and the world, including Aledo 
Ladycats sophomore golfer Ella 
Fisher, who will be a part of the 
78-player field.

“I am really excited to have this 
event so close to home,” Fisher said. 
“I have traveled all over the country 
to play in AJGA tournaments, and 
now I have the opportunity to play 
in my hometown – what a great 
experience!

“The AJGA hosts the best and 
most organized tournaments, and I 
could not be more excited.”

Squaw Creek Director of Golf 
Lynn Vaughan said the publicity 
and recognition from this event is 
immeasurable to the golf club.

“This is a big deal,” Vaughan, in 
his 40th year as pro at Squaw Creek, 
said. “Our golf course got remodeled 
in 2016, and because of the remodel 
we have started to get some pretty 
good recognition and are starting to 
host big tournaments. 

Turn to GOLF, page 3A

Members tour old 
schools, discuss needs
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

In February, Aledo ISD’s 
Bearcat Growth Committee 
met at the sparkling new Walsh 
Elementary campus and talked 
about the future of education.

The group’s March 28 
meeting began in the storied 
“Bearcat Den” at Aledo Middle 
School. After an overview of the 
history of AMS and its neigh-
bor, Vandagriff Elementary 
School, they set out with note-
pads in hand to tour two of 
AISD’s oldest campuses.

It was a study in contrasts: 
small classrooms, includ-
ing some classes being held 
in rooms built as closets. Few 
bathrooms, and even fewer 
that consistently work. Narrow 
halls, no collaborative spaces, 
hemmed-in lunchrooms and 
libraries, poor drainage, build-
ings built decades apart, whose 
functions have changed many 
times over the years.

For several committee 
members, the tours took them 
through schools they attend-
ed as children. Others have, 
or have had, children at one 

or both campuses. But for all, 
the difference between what 
schools used to look like and 
what they will look like in the 
future was apparent.

Afterward, AISD director 
of facilities and construction 
Tyler Boswell, superintendent 
Dr. Susan Bohn, and principals 
Mandy Musselwhite of AMS 
and Stephanie Covington of 
Vandagriff fielded questions 
and tried to paint an accurate 
picture of the challenges the 
campuses present.

Both principals said it felt 
unnatural to talk about prob-

lems — they are accustomed 
to being positive, finding a way 
around obstacles and getting 
things done. But plumbing and 
electrical problems, crowded 
classrooms and leaky roofs are 
just a few of the challenges 
both campuses present.

“The staff at Vandagriff does 
a fabulous job of using every 
available space,” Covington 
said. “Of course, a new school 
would be wonderful, but we 
will work with whatever we 
get.”

ALEDO ISD

Bearcat Growth Committee assesses facilities

Turn to AISD, page 2A

ALEDO 
EX-STUDENT’S 
ASSOCIATION 
SCHOLARSHIPS
The Aledo Ex-Student’s 
Association has three $500 
scholarships available for 2019 
graduates in the Aledo ISD. 
Applications may be picked up 
at the high school counselor’s 
office. These scholarships are 
directed to students planning 
to attend junior colleges, com-
munity colleges, or two-year 
technical colleges.

Applications need to be 
returned and postmarked by 
Saturday, April 27, 2019.

BOB BUCKEL/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo Middle School principal Mandy Musselwhite guides 
Bearcat Growth Committee members on a tour of the school’s 
weight room during last Thursday’s meeting.

Top Teacher

Wow!
Aledo Education Foundation 
Gala sets record on attendance.
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Love for Emma
Community turns out in force 
for a “Workout for Emma.”

PAGE B10

Advancing
Ladycats soccer team headed to 
regional tournament.
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Higher and Faster
Bearcats, Ladycats on to area 
after district track meet.
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Flipping and 
Flying

Area boys participate in 
USA Gymnastics
By Randy KeckThe Community News

While local opportunities abound 
for girls to participate in gymnastics, 
there is growing interest in the sport 
among boys.

A group that includes boys from 
the Aledo-Willow Park area trains 
regularly at the Cheer Connection, 
located between Aledo and Benbrook 
on Interstate 20.

Known as the North Texas Elite 
Gymnastics Team, the group is com-
posed of young men aged 6-18.

The group is part of the USA 
Gymnastics Junior Olympic pro-

gram.
“A lot of your guys that are on 

the Olympic team went through 
the same system,” said Scott 
Dickerson, who coaches the 
North Texas Gymnastics Elite 

team.
Dickerson grew up play-

ing football, baseball, and 
running track. But, as a 

100-pound freshman in 
high school, he looked at 

other athletic options 
as well.

“I was on the 
football team. But 

one of my best 
friends who had 

cystic fibrosis 
and I got on 

the swim team, because it’s good for 
your lungs,” Dickerson said. 

Dickerson’s interest at Western 
Hills High School tilted toward div-
ing, so as a freshman he ended up on 
the diving team.

“But I realized the people who 
were diving had been doing club div-
ing since they were young,” he said. 
So I was like Rodney Dangerfield. 
I thought, ‘I may not be first, but 
I’m not going to be last.’ So our high 
school had gymnastics – we had a 
team and a class so I joined gymnas-
tics to help out my diving. And two 
weeks later, I ended up competing.”

Dickerson continued to compete 
until he injured his neck three days 
into his senior year, but he ended 
up cheering for three years at the 
University of Texas in Arlington, 
where he received his degree in kine-
siology. 

He was on faculty at TCU for 
nine years in kinesiology.

He also worked as a lifeguard for 
17 years at the General Dynamics/
Lockheed Martin Recreation Area.

“In college, just as a second job, 
I started coaching just boys classes 
– kind of help them with their tum-
bling program and so on, and then 
just kind of kept up with it on to the 
competitive aspect,” Dickerson said.

A couple of the gyms where his 
team worked out went out of busi-
ness, so they had to find new gyms, 
which also went out of business.

“So at that point in time I talked 
to a guy who’s a financial advisor, 
and he said, ‘why don’t you start 
doing this as your own thing?’ My 
background was not business, but I 
started buying equipment, little by 
little. And, you know, that way, I had 
more of a bargaining chip.”

With his own equipment, 
Dickerson didn’t have to rely on 
equipment that might not be there if 
the gym failed.

With a passion for coaching, 
Dickerson didn’t want to own his 
own gym.

“If I did that, I wasn’t going to 
be coaching anymore. I’d have to be 
more on the administrative side of 
it,” he said. “And I wanted to keep 
coaching.”

To make the financial insurance 
and retirement part of his passion 
possible, he joined the DWF Airport 
Fire Department, where he has 
worked for 15 years.

That makes scheduling workouts 
a little unique each week, as his fire 
department duties are 24 hours on 
and 48 hours off.

Dickerson said the competitive 
season is December through April, 

Carson White, a  
student at Aledo 
Middle School, works 
out with North Texas 
Elite Gymnastics 
team.

RANDY KECK/ THE COMMUNITY NEWS

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Dr. Tod Farmer, Weatherford College President, was part of the pro-
gram on higher education during the East Parker County Chamber of 
Commerce monthly luncheon on April 10. Farmer said Willow Park is 
looking at opportunities to either put a campus in East Parker County, 
or to partner with the Aledo ISD.

WILLOW PARK

Council approves 
audit

Site plan for  
Mariposa’s approved
By Randy KeckThe Community News

The Willow Park City Council, 
fresh with a new video and sound 
system, approved a 2017-18 audit 
conducted by CliftonLarsonAllen, 
a large accountancy firm head-
quartered in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota.

The council met for its regular 
monthly meeting on April 9.

The audit, in summary, looked 
at three major areas: financial 
stability, long-term debt, and 
interfund receivables. The audit’s 
findings were presented to the 
council by Chris Knopik, CPA, 
CFE , and Reba Long, CPA .

Regarding financial stability, 
the audit concluded that “the city 

is in a stable spot financially with 
a sufficient balance in cash and a 
good outlook for future growth, 
which will increase sales and 
property tax revenues.”

Under long-term debt, the 
auditors advised the city to “con-
tinue to monitor and manage out-
standing debt with future goals of 
the City.”

The interfund receivables was 
a bit more complicated. In 2015, 
the city’s wastewater fund bor-
rowed about $1.5 million from 
the city’s water fund in order to 
provide needed sewer services.

The wastewater fund paid 
back a portion in 2016, but still 
owes $1,453,535.

The auditors encouraged 
the city council to decide if the 
wastewater fund will pay back the 
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Ka-BLOOM!
After spring rains, wildflowers 
are out in force.

PAGE B1

New Principal
Holly Elgin to take the reins at 
Walsh Elementary School.

PAGE A2

‘That Close’
Ladycats end soccer season at 
regional tournament.
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Letters!
Readers sound off on upcoming 
municipal elections.
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FOOTBALL

Bearcats release 
2019 schedule
Four of first five games  
at home
By Tony EierdamThe Community News

Aledo football will sport six home 
games in 2019 and four of its first 
five contests will be played at Bearcat 
Stadium.

All Aledo games, home or away, 
are set to kick off at 7:30 p.m., and 
all non-district and District 5-5A 
games will be played on Friday.

The Bearcats will open the sea-
son at home on Aug. 30 against 
revenge-minded Class 6A Denton 
Guyer. Recall last year, the Bearcats 
posted a 40-0 victory over Guyer.

The second game of the year – 
and the final non-district game – 
will be at home against a team from 
Boca Del Rio, Veracuz, the Linces 
UVM Lynx.

The Bearcats open 5-5A play at 
home against Burleson Centennial 
(Sept. 13) before enjoying an open 
date the following week.

After the bye week, Aledo will 
play on seven consecutive Fridays 
before the playoffs begin Nov. 14.

Aledo Head Coach Tim Buchanan 
feels the schedule is competitive with 
a tough opening game and a dis-
trict schedule that pits the Bearcats 
against two other league favorites – 
Centennial and Midlothian – in the 
first three weeks of the 5-5A slate.

Buchanan and athletic director 
Steve Wood were in a sticky situ-
ation when the organizers of the 
Shreveport’s “Battle on the Border” 
moved its playing date from Sept. 1 
to the week of Aledo’s district open-
er. As a result, Buchanan was left to 
scramble, trying to find a team to 
play in Week 2.

Texas high school football teams 
– in keeping with the UIL’s bienni-
al reclassification and redistricting 
– schedule a two-year home-and-
home series with other schools for 
non-district games. In other words, 
most every school in Class 5A and 
6A already has games scheduled on 
that date or have already committed 
to 10 games.

The game with the team from 
Mexico gives Aledo a 10th game.

Shuffling
“Right about Christmas time, 

the state of Louisiana changed their 
start date so the week they will play 
(in 2019) is the weekend of our first 
district game,” Buchanan said. “We 
had to find a game, and we looked all 
over the United States and Texas. We 
found a team from Mexico to play us 
at home.”

Buchanan said not only did it 
complete the Bearcats’ non-district 
schedule, it gave them an extra home 
game this year and it will turn out to 
be profitable.

ALEDO ISD

Committee looks 
at design concepts 
for renovations, 
new campus 
construction
Bob BuckelThe Community News

The Bearcat Growth Committee 
inched closer Thursday evening to 
seeing what might actually appear 
on a bond proposal for Aledo ISD 
voters in November.

Bobby Kincaid of Pfluger 
Architects showed the group a series 
of concepts that would transform the 
Aledo Middle School and Vandagriff 
Elementary campuses, convert 
McAnally Intermediate School to an 
elementary campus, and create new 
middle and elementary campuses.

The estimated price tag for those 
items would be roughly $133 mil-
lion — well within the range experts 
project the district could do without 
raising its debt service tax rate.

But officials cautioned that the 
projects they looked at Thursday are 
only concepts.

“This is an overview,” Kincaid 
said. “We were asked to look at these 
campuses and make sure you can do 
what you’re talking about doing, to 
get you to a 21st-century concept of 
education.”

TONY EIERDAM/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Stuard Elementary School fourth-grade student Dean Gallaher threw out the ceremonial first pitch prior 
to the Aledo/Abilene Cooper baseball game Tuesday at the Aledo High School baseball field. Gallaher 
proved to be the Bearcats’ good-luck charm as Aledo defeated Cooper, 3-1.

Turn to BEARCATS, page 3A

Latest suspects tied 
to 16 burglary cases; 
picked Aledo because 
‘people have money 
and they don’t lock 
their cars’
Staff ReportsThe Community News

The City of Aledo experi-
enced the sixth string of vehicle 
burglary cases in the local area 
since the start of 2019.

Two suspects, arrested in 
Mineral Wells, were tied to 
a string of vehicle burglaries 
that occurred in Aledo over 
the April 13 weekend. Mineral 
Wells Police recovered a stolen 
firearm taken from an Aledo 
vehicle burglary during that 
time.

Parker County Sheriff ’s 
investigators tied the suspects 
to at least 16 recent Aledo bur-
glary cases. 

Sheriff Larry Fowler said 
several strings of vehicle bur-
glaries have been reported in 

ALEDO

Car burglaries, vandalism continue

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

A 17-year-old suspect is shown as he rifles through the contents of a truck in Aledo on the April 13 weekend. The 
suspect and his counterpart have been tied to 16 vehicle burglaries in Aledo. Since January, there have been six 
reported burglary strings in Aledo with more than 70 cases filed, leading to the arrest of 10 suspects. The bur-
glary of this truck took about 20 seconds.

the Aledo area this year. Multiple 
suspects have been arrested in pre-
vious cases. 

Since January, there have been 
six reported burglary strings in 
Aledo with more than 70 cases filed, 

leading to the arrest of 10 suspects. 

Turn to GROWTH, page 3A
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First Pitch

60 and counting
Local couple celebrating 60th 
wedding anniversary.

PAGE B10

Signings
Trinity Christian Academy 
athletes sign letters with 
colleges.
PAGE A10

Football
Spring workouts begin under 
Coach Tim Buchanan for the first 
time since 2013.
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Track
14 track athletes qualify for 
regionals.
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CANDIDATE PROFILES

Willow Park Mayor’s Race
Doyle Moss

Occupation:

Owner - Insurance Agency

How long have you lived in 
the city?

6 years

Why are you running for 
mayor?

I believe we were put on this earth to serve. Prior to 
running for mayor in 2017, I was asked by my pastor to 
consider serving the city. 

I had been told by numerous individuals that doing 
business in the City of Willow Park was very difficult. I had 
previously volunteered and served on numerous boards 
and committees. I have also owned and operated a suc-

Gene Martin

Occupation:

Retired

How long have you lived in 
the city?

31 years, 5 months

Why are you running for 
city mayor?

Serving seven terms spread across twenty-five years 
on the city council has given me solid experience to 
understand city operations. I know the underlying 
assumptions that go into creating budgets and stra-
tegic planning documents that should be guiding our 
council. I have observed ten different mayors dealing 
with issues and I know what works well in Willow Park 

Moss Martin

CANDIDATE PROFILES

Annetta Mayor’s Race
Bruce Pinckard

Occupation:

Business Management

How long have you lived in 
the city?

21 years

Why are you running for 
mayor?

I am running for re-election because even though 
Annetta has made tremendous progress over the last 
several years, we are not done. During my tenure, 
our staff has become better trained and professional-

Mike Brasovan

Occupation:

Business Owner/Energy Consultant

How long have you lived in 
the city?

since 2011

Why are you running for city 
mayor?

I believe our town needs to make some changes to 
make Annetta better. While good things have been accom-
plished, the town’s attitude towards citizens has seemed 
to veer in the wrong direction. Permit requirements are 

Pinckard Brasovan

Voters’ Guide

Turn to MOSS, page 3A Turn to MARTIN, page 3A

Turn to BRASOVAN, page 3ATurn to PINCKARD, page 3A

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Annetta Mayor Bruce Pinkard and challenger Mike Brasovan were among the candidates who spoke at a 
candidate forum hosted by the East Parker County Chamber of Commerce on Tuesday, April 23. Early voting 
is under way for the municipal elections on May 4.
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WILLOW PARK

Robbery 
Suspects 
arrested
Three men tied  
to home invasion
Special to The Community News

In the early morning hours of 
April 4, officers were dispatched 
to a home on Willow Crest Drive 
in reference to an aggravated rob-
bery. Two unidentified male sub-
jects kicked in the back door and 
demanded a variety of items from 
the female resident of the home. 
The resident was asleep at the 
time of the break-in.

The victim was unable to pro-
vide officers with a description 
of the two suspects, as they wore 
dark clothing and concealed their 
facial features. During the inves-
tigation, officers located a man 
named Hassan Ellis, who was 
found to have outstanding war-
rants on other charges and was 
taken into custody. 

The investigation revealed 
Ellis was involved in the rob-
bery. The investigation also led 
to the other two suspects, Daryn 
Allen Hudson and Justin Michael 
Baxter. Hudson and Baxter were 
located and arrested in Hays 
County on April 16. They have 
been charged with Aggravated 
Robbery. Hudson and Baxter also 
face similar charges in the Austin 
area.

‘ALL ABOUT KIDS’ 
INSIDE
Our 32-page “All about 
Kids” section is included 
with this issue. Read 
feature stories about 
some special young 
people, find summer 
camp information, and 
more!

A NOTE FROM 
THE EDITOR
This week’s issue of The 
Community News con-
tains a lot of information 
about upcoming elec-
tions in Willow Park and 
Annetta.

We had to do a little 
juggling to get it all in, 
but we did so because it 
is important.

Local government is that 
which typically has the 
greatest effect on the 
residents of a commu-
nity, but has the lowest 
turnout at election time.

We urge residents of 
Willow Park and Annetta 
to become informed and 
to exercise your right 
to vote. (There was one 
contested race in Aledo, 
but one of the candi-
dates dropped out).

And even if you don’t 
live in one of those 
communities, it helps to 
know what your neigh-
boring cities are doing. 
As east Parker County 
grows, we are learning 
that our communities 
are increasingly interde-
pendent.

Early voting is under 
way and continues 
through April 30. If 
you receive your paper 
in the mail on Friday, 
there is still time to vote 
early. If you receive your 
e-version on Thursday, 
well, you have an extra 
day.

Check our website for 
early voting times and 
locations.  
community-news.com.

NEWS 
NOTES
ALEDO 
EX-STUDENT’S 
ASSOCIATION 
SCHOLARSHIPS

The Aledo Ex-Student’s 
Association has three 
$500 scholarships avail-
able for 2019 gradu-
ates in the Aledo ISD. 
Applications may be 
picked up at the high 
school counselor’s office. 
These scholarships are 
directed to students plan-
ning to attend junior col-
leges, community colleges, 
or two-year technical 
colleges.

Applications need to be 
returned and postmarked 
by Saturday, April 27, 
2019.

Finances
Willow Park City Administrator 
Bryan Grimes discusses city 
finances.
PAGE A3

Going to State!
Track, boys golf athletes 
heading to state competition.

PAGE B1

Signings
11 AHS seniors sign collegiate 
letters of intent.
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Groundbreaking
Urban Air holds groundbreaking 
in Hudson Oaks.

PAGE A2

Copyright 2018, The Community News

Jazz it Up  Annual Swing Dance, A5
M a y  3 - 9 ,  2 0 1 9  · w w w . c o m m u n i t y - n e w s . c o m  · 7 5  c e n t s

THE COMMUNITY NEWS
Serving Aledo · the Annettas · Hudson Oaks · Willow Park, Texas

ALEDO

City’s audit gets 
high marks
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

Aledo is growing. There’s no 
doubt about that.

City Administrator Bill 
Funderburk pointed out, in his open-
ing letter to the city’s annual finan-
cial report, that 77 new homes were 
built in various developments during 
the past fiscal year, with many more 
on the drawing board.

He also noted the purchase of a 
headquarters building by Tri-County 
Electric Cooperative, the opening of 
Reading Friends pre-school and kin-
dergarten in January, and ongoing 
construction at D-1 Training Center, 
Bistro 1031, Champions Business 
Park, First Bank and the new CVS 
Pharmacy on FM 1187.

Lots of things are jumping off the 
drawing board and into reality.

More than just 63 pages of 
state-required numbers, the report 
shows a city government well aware 
of growth and working hard to stay 
ahead of it.

Among the highlights:
• Property tax revenue was up 

approximately $250,000 in FY 
2018 over the year before;

• Sales taxes brought in approxi-
mately $30,000 more;

• Franchise taxes were up approxi-
mately $80,000.
In addition, the city’s charges for 

services (water, sewer, permits, etc.) 
and other business-type activities 
brought in $816,428, while its long-
term debt decreased by $535,000 
to stand at $12.2 million going into 
fiscal 2019-20.

The bottom line? It cost just 
under $5 million to operate the city 
of Aledo during FY 2017-18, which 
ended Sept. 30. That’s water and 
sewer as well as administration, 
public works, streets, municipal 
court, parks and recreation, and the 
community center.

Fees, fines and other charges 
brought in $577,887, while water/
sewer revenues totaled just over $3 
million, leaving $1.6 million to be 
covered by taxes and other revenues.

Property taxes, sales taxes, and 
franchise taxes more than took care 
of that, combining to bring in $2.38 
million. Interest, impact fees and 
miscellaneous charges brought in 
another $400,000, meaning the city 
was able to boost its fund balance 
— its savings account — to $3.27 
million.

Passing Grade
“You’re at 16 months’ reserves,” 

accountant Mike Vail told the coun-
cil as he presented the audit report. 
“That is very strong. We generally 
recommend six months.”

Vail said the city’s capital outlays 
were up mostly due to street infra-
structure, and he commended the 
way the city outlines in the audit 
report what it is doing with that 
cash.

Turn to ALEDO, page A3

GOVERNMENT

Polls open Saturday 
for local elections
Staff ReportsThe Community News

Early voting has concluded, but local 
voters will have one more chance to help 
decide who will represent them at the 
local level on Saturday, May 4.

Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m. at the following locations in Parker 
County:
• Aledo ISD Administration Building 

1008 Bailey Ranch Road
• Annetta City Hall 

450 Thunder Head Lane
• Azle Masonic Lodge 

257 W. Main Street
• Parker County Courthouse Annex 

1112 Santa Fe Drive in Weatherford
• Peaster ISD Rock Gym 

8512 FM 920
• Reno City Hall – 195 W Reno Road
• Willow Park Municipal Building 

516 Ranch House Road

The following East Parker County 
area contested races will be on ballots 
depending on the home of the voter. 
Candidates will appear on the ballots in 
each election in the following order:

City of Aledo
Matt Ribitzki
James R. Hester

NOTE: Hester dropped out of the race, 
but too late to cancel the election.

Town of Annetta
Mayor

Mike Brasovan
Bruce Pinckard

Council Place 3
Sandy Roberts
Mike Herring

Council Place 5
Jaime Saenz
Kent Stasey

Proposition: Continue Crime Control 
Prevention District

Yes
No

City of Fort Worth
Mayor

Betsy Price
Deborah Peoples
James H. McBride

Council Place 3
Tanner Smith
Bryan Byrd

City of Willow Park
Mayor

Gene Martin
Doyle Moss

Council Place 1
Jaymes Seals
Eric Contreras

Council Place 2
Amy Fennell
Marcy Galle

Council Place 3

Weatherford ISD
Board Place 3

Adam Feriend
Robert B Williams

Board Place 5
Wally Wallace
Lexie Lee

Voting results will be posted at www.
community-news.com on election night.

Focus about to shift to 
specifics of bond proposal
By Bob Buckel
The Community News

Aledo ISD’s Bearcat Growth 
Committee met April 17 for 
an overview of all the district’s 
facilities, a look at land needs, 
and some small-group sessions 

focused on answering two ques-
tions:

• What questions do you 
need answered?/What data do 
you still need? and

• What questions will the 
community have?

“It’s important that we look 
at everything, so bear with us,” 
co-chair Jim Scott said as he 

launched the meeting. “After 
tonight we will start looking at 
the bond package and putting 
together something to take to 
voters.”

Aledo ISD Facilities direc-
tor Tyler Boswell did a quick 
run-through on all the district’s 
facilities, leaving out Vandagriff 

ALEDO ISD

Committee gets overview of 
campuses, other facilities

Farmers Market  
returns to Aledo
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

They come from all over — a small 
organic farm near Benbrook Lake, a 
backyard garden in Euless, an aqua-
ponic farm between Burleson and 
Mansfield.

There are eggs and fried pies, soft 
chewy cookies, home-grown honey, 
and 23 different kinds of banana 
bread. That’s right: 23. We’re talking 
Parker County Peach, banana nut, 
granola, sliced almond, maraschino 
cherry, butterscotch… the list goes on.

Fresh vegetables are just now 
picking up, but that category will 

At the MArket

BOB BUCKEL/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Lori Schmidtke and daughter Catherine of Mineral Wells, who sell everything from baked goods to 
soap, visit with Tom Messinger, who with his wife Loretta owns DFW Aquaponics Farm. They grow 
numerous varieties of lettuce in a living ecosystem where fish produce the fertilizer that grows the 
plants.

Kim Gardeman of Texas Prairie Farms, Lynnda Burroughs 
(background) and Carrie Wood of Hot Tamalez visit during 
a lull.Turn to MARKET, page A2
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Kite season
Willow Park residents fly kites to 
celebrate freedom on voting day.

PAGE A2

Aqua
An in-depth look at the details 
of local water restrictions.

PAGE A3

Softball
Ladycats win area championship 
with two come-from-behind wins.
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TCA Champs
Trinity Christian Academy track 
athletes bring home medals 
from state. 
PAGE B1
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COLD CASE

32-year 
homicide 
investigation 
to be featured 
on national 
broadcast
Wendy Robinson story 
continues
Staff ReportsThe Community News

Wendy Kae 
Robinson, a 
19-year-old 
Willow Park  
resident, was  
last seen 
sunbathing 
near Lake 
Weatherford 
about 1:55 p.m. 
on Wednesday, 
July 8, 1987.

Her father, Jim Robinson, report-
ed her missing to the Weatherford 
Police Dept. the next day.

By Sunday, July 12, her body was 
found in the 500 block of Savage 
Lane, to the west of Annetta South.

Ever since, Wendy Robinson’s 
death has been investigated as a 
homicide.

Police detectives have followed 
up on countless leads and sought 
the assistance of numerous law 
enforcement agencies and investiga-
tive resources over the course of this 
investigation. Even though the case 
went cold, investigators have contin-
ued to examine numerous tips and 
leads over the last 30 years.

In January 2016, this cold case 
was closely reviewed again by 
Weatherford Police Dept. detectives 
as well as investigators from the 
Weatherford/Parker County Special 
Crimes Unit in an effort to bring a 
fresh set of eyes and theories to the 
investigation.

After developing a new strate-
gy based off of old leads, detectives 
sought the assistance of the Texas 
Rangers and the United States Secret 
Service. Following months of exhaus-
tive investigation, reviewing case 
reports, taking new statements and 
interviewing multiple individuals 
associated with the case, investiga-
tors worked with the Parker County 
District Attorney’s office and present-
ed the on-going case to the Parker 
County Grand Jury.

On December 1, 2016 a Grand 
Jury indictment was handed down 
for Ricky Lee Adkins for the Capital 
Murder of Wendy Kae Robinson. On 
August 30, 2018, Adkins was subse-
quently convicted for the murder and 
sentenced to 35 years in prison.

Since the arrest and conviction 
of Adkins, the case has continued to 

Turn to COLD CASE, page A3

Wendy Robinson

ALEDO ISD

Football season tickets sales in progress
Season tickets for six Aledo var-

sity football home games in 2019 
are on sale through May 24.

Season tickets for the chair-
back sections in the center of 
Bearcat Stadium (Sections A, R, 
and C) are $90, and the bench 
seats (Sections E, AA) are $60.

A season parking pass is $66.

Tickets can be purchased 
online at ticketracker.com (search 
for “Aledo”) or in person at the 
Bearcat Store, 1008 Bailey Ranch 
Road. In person sales are available 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday-
Friday.

POLITICS

Incumbents win the day in local elections
By Randy KeckThe Community News

Two local mayors and four city 
council members fought off stiff 
challenges in voting that ended 
Saturday, May 4.

Willow Park Mayor Doyle Moss 
garnered 58 percent (388-279) of 
the vote to defeat Gene Martin in 
a rematch of a race two years ago.

Council members Amy Fennell 
and Eric Contreras also won reelec-
tion.

In Annetta, Bruce Pinckard will 
return as mayor and Kent Stasey 
will return to the city council. He 

will be joined by Sandy Roberts, 
who ran for a vacant seat.

The two mayors interpreted 
the results as an afirmation of the 
plans and policies they have been 
implementing.

“We will keep going in the 
same direction we have been 
going, which is forward progress,” 
Pinckard said. “I was running on 
my record.”

Pinckard cited the road repair 
program and the successful oper-
ation of the water system, all with-
out ad valorem taxes, as factors 
that led to his re-election.

“I think we have good things 
going on in Willow Park,” Moss 
said. “We want to keep work-
ing with Hudson Oaks and Fort 
Worth. We have some ideas about 
wastewater treatment.”

Moss said he hopes the council 
will have a wastewater plan by the 
end of the year.

Both mayors stressed the suc-
cess of recent inter-city coopera-
tion, which hasn’t always been the 
case.

“A lot of mending has taken 
place,” Pinckard said. “I have a 
great relationship with all the may-

ors. The attitude has changed from 
animus to collaboration.”

In one of the more contentious 
citi council races, Any Fennell won 
over challenger Marcy Galle. “I 
want to work toward what’s going 
to make Willow Park residents 
proud of their town,” Fennell said.

She hopes progress can be 
made on parks. “We need commu-
nity-building spots,” she said.

Matt Ribitzki easily was elected 
to the Aledo City Council after his 
opponent dropped out of the race.

Vote totals can be found at 
community-news.com.

NEWS BRIEF

County 
Republicans 
weigh in on 
property taxes

Parker County Republicans 
passed two resolutions this week 
regarding property taxes.

The first resolution “strong-
ly urges our State Representative 
and State Senator and the rest of 
the Texas Delegation to use the 
surplus revenue to pass mean-
ingful property tax relief without 
raising taxes.”

The resolution cites a $9 bil-
lion surplus in the state’s bank 
account.

The second resolution 
“requests that our school districts 
implement an effective tax rate in 
order to ease the overwhelming 
property tax burden on home-
owners in Parker County.”

The Community News will 
provide more detailed coverage 
of these resolutions in next week’s 
issue.

The Royal TReaTmenT

HOWARD HURD III/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Anita Calloway crowned Beth Ann Simmons “Queen of the Prom” on Friday, May 3. Also shown is Zach 
Reinert, “King of the Prom.” Additional coverage of Aledo High School prom, senior awards, senior 
breakfast, top ten percent, and graduation will be published in our annual “Salute to Seniors” on June 7.

Animal Care
Aledo High School graduate 
receives doctorate in Veterinary 
Medicine from Texas A&M.
PAGE A8

The Ride
Yes, it was wet, and yes, some 
still rode.

PAGE A2

Over the Bar
AHS athletes bring home gold 
and silver from state track meet.
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Nemesis
Aledo Softball falls to old  
nemesis in the playoffs.

PAGE B1
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WILLOW PARK

Council 
approves 
140-acre plat 
for Reserves 
at Trinity
Final leg of Ranch House 
Road due construction
By Randy KeckThe Community News

In a rare non-unanimous vote, 
the Willow Park City Council on 
Tuesday, May 14, approved the final 
plat for The Reserves at Trinity 
Addition, a 140-acre tract that 
will have single family residential, 
multi-family housing, and townho-
mes.

The tract is located generally 
in the area formerly occupied by 
Trinity Meadows race track. It will 
be accessed by way of an extension 
of Meadow Place Drive from King’s 
Gate.

According to the plan, Phase I 
of the project will include 91 sin-
gle-family residential lots, a 10.869 
acre site for a 208-unit “multi family 
dwelling complex,” and 14.63 acres 
for 110 town homes. The City of 
Willow Park will provide water and 
sewer services, but the developer, 
W.P.D. Trinity LLC will be respon-
sible for extending water and sewer 
mains.

The plat was recommended for 
passage by the Willow Park Planning 
and Zoning Commission. City coun-
cil members Eric Contreras, Greg 
Runnebaum, and Lea Young voted 
in favor of the plat. Council mem-
ber Amy Fennell voted “no.” Council 
member Gary McKaughan was 
absent.

Fennell declined to comment on 
the reason for her “no” vote.

The council also voted unani-
mously to direct city staff to prepare 
a tax note to pay for the reconstruc-
tion of Ranch House Road from Fox 
Hunt to Scenic Trail. Derek Turner, 
representing Jacob & Martin, the 
city’s engineering firm, recommend-
ed that the city take the low bid on 
the project, about $1.5 million.

Turner said the project would be 
26’ wide concrete and include pav-
ing, ditches, and driveways.

Two alternate bids were also 
sought. One of those projects would 
be reconstruction of the Ranch 
House Road curve by city hall. 
Hughes said the curve as it is today 
would never be allowed because it is 
too tight.

However, reconstructing the 
curve would involve changes to the 
parking lot at city hall, the garden 
at the public safety building, and 

Turn to BIDS, page A2

Soggy Start

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Rusel Jagim of Aledo warms up in the rain just before the start of the 2019 Ride for 
Heroes. It was Jagim’s ninth Ride For Heroes. Read about the ride on page A2.

ALEDEO ISD

Committee 
agrees on 
basics, awaits 
final property 
values
New middle, elementary schools 
likely to be proposed along with 
McAnally, Vandagriff and AMS 
renovations
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

After four months of work, Aledo ISD’s Bearcat 
Growth Committee arrived last Thursday at a 
general consensus as to what they will likely rec-
ommend to the school board this November.

That recommendation, in some form, will 
appear on a ballot as a bond proposal for approval 
by the voters of Aledo ISD.

There are two things everyone agreed on: 
given the district’s accelerating growth, new class-
rooms are desperately needed.

The second? A tax rate increase is not an 
option.

No one knows exactly what the current rate 
will yield until the final property values are 
released on July 25. But in putting together their 
final proposal, committee members worked with 
a figure of $141,825,000 — the projected amount 
of debt Aledo ISD can add without increasing its 
Interest & Sinking (I&S) fund tax rate.

Aledo’s current I&S rate is 42.5 cents per $100 
valuation — well below the state’s cap of 50 cents.

Using concepts drawn up by Pfluger Architects, 
those funds would be used to:

• build a new elementary school ($33.3 mil-
lion)

Turn to GROWTH, page A3

The new Hudson Oaks 
H-E-B held a special 
event the day before 
opening. On May 9, 
the company made 
donations to the Aledo 
and Weatherford ISD 
Educational Foundations 
and the Parker County 
Center of Hope. The 
Aledo Education 
Foundation received 
$5,000. Shown are 
(from left) Leslie Sweet, 
H-E-B Director of Public 
Affairs in Central Texas; 
Tory Adams, Top Store 
Leader for Hudson Oaks 
H-E-B, Shawn Callaway, 
Executive Director of 
the Aledo Education 
Foundation, Christi 
James, Secretaey of the 
AEF; and Jennifer Loftin, 
Aledo ISD School Board 
trustee.
RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

More tasting
Record crowd visits annual 
“Taste of Parker County.”

PAGE A4

ESD, Anyone?
Volunteers are being sought 
to fill vacancies on Emergency 
Services District boards.
PAGE A6

Improvement
Bearcats come back strong in 
second round of state golf  
tournament.
PAGE B1Volume 29, Number 21Published Weekly

So Close!
TCA baseball team goes right 
up to the door of a state  
championship.
PAGE B1
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Graduation time

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The Trinity Christian Middle School Choir performed the school song at TCA’s 19th commencement cere-
mony on Saturday, May 18, at New River Fellowship.  Full coverage of this and other Class of 2019 events 
will be in the annual Salute to Seniors, published June 7.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Eric Richardson, CEO of Growth 
Development Associates, spoke to a 
breakfast meeting of local business 
leaders to kick off the Corporate 
College program at Weatherford 
College.

WEATHERFORD COLLEGE

Corporate 
College 
launched
New program designed  
to provide training to 
local business
By Randy KeckThe Community News

Weatherford College launched 
its “Corporate College” program at 
a Wednesday-morning breakfast at 
the college’s Mince Auditorium.

Hayden Harbold, the Corporate 
College Coordinator, told The 
Community News that Weatherford 
College “realized we were not serv-
ing the business community as well 
as we could.”

“Weatherford College will always 
provide a great education for our 
students – we want to do the same 
thing for our business community,” 
he added.

The main speaker at the break-
fast was Eric Richardson, CEO of 
Growth Development Associates, a 
consulting firm located in Naples, 
Florida that provides business devel-
opment training.

Growth Development has suc-
cessfully provided sales and develop-
ment training to many companies, 
including Apple, Honda, Hewlett 
Packard, and IBM.

Richardson told the breakfast 
group that everyone in a company 
needs to understand how to provide 
customer support and to communi-
cate with clients – not just the sales 
staff.

Growth Development will 

Turn to CORP, page A2

ALEDO ISD

School 
board 
approves 
purchases
HVAC, buses to be 
bought with 2015  
bond funds
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

Approximately $6 million left 
over from Aledo’s 2015 bond issue 
continues to be spent as planned.

At their meeting Tuesday 
night, the school board approved 
bids totaling just over $1.5 million 
for technology equipment, new 
heating/air conditioning units, 
and four new buses.

Bids approved include:
• technology from Dell and 

Apple totaling $317,525 for a cart 
of 30 Chromebook computers for 
fifth grade at each elementary cam-
pus as well as for core content teams 
in grades 6-8 and dual enrollment 
and dual credit classes at the high 
school and ninth grade campuses. 
The district is also purchasing class 
sets of either five iPads in grades 
K-2 or Chromebooks in grades 3-12 
for each new classroom for student 
use, and a computer and iPad for 
each newly-approved staff position.

• replacement HVAC units for 
Stuard Elementary, the Rock Gym 
at Vandagriff Elementary, and the 
Agriculture building and weight 
room at Aledo High School, total-
ing $799,938. Installation at 
Vandagriff and the high school 
will be done by Aledo ISD main-
tenance crews. All the units are 
made by Trane.

• four new school buses at a 
cost of $382,916. The 2015 bond 
issue included funds for the pur-
chase of 24 buses; 12 were pur-
chased in June of 2015, six in 
November 2016 and two in April 
2018. With just over $107,000 
still left, the district will likely buy 
a special needs bus. All the buses 
were purchased using a TASB 
cooperative bidding process from 
Rush Truck Centers/Rush Bus 
Centers.

Last month, the board spent a 
little more than $400,000 from 
the 2015 bond issue to upgrade 
fire alarm systems at several facil-
ities —work that should be com-
pleted this summer.

AISD construction supervisor 
Tyler Boswell continues to iden-
tify needs throughout the district, 
and will recommend additional 
repairs and improvements that 
should use most of the remaining 
bond money.

Turn to AISD, page A3

BOB BUCKEL/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Forrest Collins was sworn in as a returning school board member and Jennifer Taylor was sworn in as a 
new school board member at the AISD Board of Trustees meeting on Tuesday, May 21. Neither member 
had an opponent in the last election. Taylor will take the seat vacated by the retiring Bobby Rigues.
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COURTESY OF WEATHERFORD ISD

By Randy KeckThe Community News

Folks around the Aledo-Willow 
Park area probably don’t know the 
name Roger Grizzard like the people 
in Weatherford do.

Still, you should know about him.
Roger owned The Pizza Place in 

Weatherford – something he had 
done since 1976, when he took over 
the business and turned it around.

The Pizza Place has been the 
biggest cheerleader the Weatherford 
Kangaroos have had in that city’s 
business community, and Roger was 
the hub around which The Pizza 
Place turned.

He made a habit of hiring lots of 
high school students, not just for the 
help, but for the teaching opportu-
nity. Even after owning the business 
for 44 years, Roger would typical-
ly be seen rolling out pizza dough, 
leading by disposition and example.

And, showing how important is 
to make everything from scratch.

Susan Sodek, who worked at The 
Pizza Place when she was growing 
up, described Roger this way:

“As a stupid teenage kid who 
thought she knew it all, Roger 
Grizzard sat me down and gave me 
some of the best advice I have ever 
been given. He told me “Suzy-Q...
When you look in the mirror, be 
proud of who looks back at you. If 
you can’t be proud of what you see...
CHANGE IT. Only you have the 
power to change it.” 

I am told he had favorite nick-
names for many of his employees.

A visit to The Pizza Place left no 
doubt where Roger’s allegiance was 
– it was the Weatherford Kangaroos.

And it was fun – from the moment 
you walked in the door and ordered, 
and were given a playing card. You 
weren’t “order number 5,” you were 
the “three of hearts.”

Like a grandparent who lets you 
get away with anything, Roger long 
ago allowed his customers to write 
on the walls.

And those walls still pretty much 
look the same as they did in 1976.

Somehow while owning a pizza 
restaurant Roger found the time to 
substitute teach in the Weatherford 
ISD – for something like 17 years! 

Turn to ROGER, page A3

TRIBUTE

Roger Grizzard 
remembered

ALEDO

City buys pump,  
property
Action on alcohol use  
postponed until June
Staff ReportsThe Community News

The Aledo city council got its members 
sworn in last Thursday in a quick session — but 
the most noteworthy item on the agenda got 
pushed back to June.

Place 3 council member Bob Wood, who 
did not seek a third term, got a resolution of 
congratulations for his service before Clint 
Robinson was sworn in to replace him.

Also sworn in for his first term on the coun-
cil was Matt Ribitzki, who was appointed in 
February to fill the vacancy created by the res-
ignation of Andrew Morris and won a special 
election earlier this month, getting 30 votes to 
3 for his opponent, James R. Hester.

Dan Herbert, Place 5, and Spencer Perry, 
Place 1, both were unopposed and are begin-
ning their second two-year terms on the 
council. Ribitzki and Herbert were sworn in 
Thursday, while Perry was unable to attend 
the meeting and will be sworn in at the June 
meeting.

His absence was one of the factors that 
prompted the council to take no action on per-
haps its most controversial item: consideration 
of allowing alcohol use in city parks and the 
Aledo Community Center.

Currently, the consumption of alcoholic 
beverages is not allowed in any city facility. 
According to city secretary Deana McMullen, 
several requests have come up over the years 
that it be allowed at the community center for 
weddings, parties and other events.

The council will consider the item at its 
June 27 meeting — and will also get input from 
city attorney Betsy Elam on the pros and cons 
of allowing alcohol, including liability issues.SOPHIA CORTEZ/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Jase Byrd and Colt Connell were proud as they received kindergarten graduation diplomas at 
McCall Elementary School on May 25. More photos from the event can be found on page A5.

Happy times

Special to The Community News
The Willow Park Police 

Department held graduation cer-
emonies for the first class of the 
Citizens’ Police Academy on May 
23 at Los Vaqueros West. Ten men 
and women were honored for their 
commitment to the 10-week class, 
which covered basics of police pro-
cedure, patrol, narcotics, and crime 
scene processing, among other top-
ics.

“The Willow Park Police 
Department is proud to announce 
the first class of the Citizens 
Police Academy was a success,” 
said WPPD Chief of Police Carrie 
West. “The men and women of the 
Willow Park Police Department 
salute their dedication and will-
ingness to participate.  As Chief, I 
am grateful for the dedication and 
commitment that each participant 
gave over the last ten weeks.”

Turn to POLICE, page A2

WILLOW PARK

First Citizens Police Academy class graduates

THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Instructors and students of the first Citizens Police Academy  are (from left) Captain Daniel Franklin, Class 
President Michael Chandler III, John Engels, Brian Markwardt, Michael Chandler Jr., Marvin Glasgow, Chief 
Carrie West, Doyle Moss, Vice President Scott Smith, Secretary Pam Cannataro, Larry Bushwar, and Teresa 
King.

Turn to ALEDO, page A2

Conned
While passing tax reform, the 
legislature just took away an 
importand tool.
COMMENTARY - PAGE A6

Field Day
Aledo ISD elementary students 
celebrate end of school with fun 
and games.
PAGE A8

Bright Future
Sports Editor Tony Eierdam says 
AHS diamond teams have a lot 
to look forward to.
PAGE B3

Black Shirts
Aledo’s defense is shaping up 
for the coming football season.

PAGE B5

In Goggles  AMS students in a virtual world, A4

Ranger Night
Globe Life Park hosts students 
and families for Aledo ISD Night.

PAGE A10

Music
Annual Night at the Pops 
showcases musical talent of 
Aledo ISD students.
PAGE B9

Little Turbo
Aledo grad Allie Arneson super-
charges Minnesota team at 
Softball World Series.
PAGE B1Volume 29, Number 23Published Weekly

Going Pro
Former Aledo ace Cody 
Bradford drafted by Texas 
Rangers.
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Playground, walk and 
bike trails at top of 
public input
By Randy KeckThe Community News

Residents of Willow Park had 
an opportunity to share their 
ideas and questions at a town 
hall meeting held Tuesday, June 
4.

Led by city council member 
Lea Young, the small Willow 
Park council chambers had a full 
house.

Bernie Parker, Director of 
Development for the city, kicked 
off the discussion.

“The purpose for this meet-
ing tonight is to hear from the 
stakeholders, the priorities that 
you guys want to see moving for-
ward within your city as it relates 
to parks and trails,” Parker said. 
“By no means is this a meeting 
that we’re going to go ahead and 
establish where parks are going 
to go, where trails going to go, or 
anything like that. It’s just hear-
ing from you guys.”

Parker noted that the city 
had distributed a questionnaire 
in water bills in February, and 
also did an online survey, which 
received 405 responses.

Turn to MEETING, page A3

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

On behalf of the U.S. Navy, Chief Petty Officer Nicholas Byrd present-
ed a Post-911 G.I. Bill check to Aledo Learning Center graduate Dylan 
Smith at the center’s graduation on Monday, June 3. More ALC gradua-
tion photos can be found on page A9.

WILLOW PARK

Town hall meeting collects input for parks plan

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Residents, consultants, and city board members gathered to discuss 
potential parks and trails for Willow Park on Tuesday, June 4.

By Rick MauchSpecial to the Community News

It’s rodeo time in Parker County 
again, and this year the Parker County 
Sheriff ’s Posse Frontier Days PRCA 
Rodeo will feature something different.

Oh, the competition spotlighting 
some of the best the Professional Rodeo 
Cowboys Association has to offer will 
be just as high quality as ever. The fun 
during the rodeo’s five days, June 11-15, 
will be as much as ever.

But the activities to get the week 
started are changing this year. The 
annual trail ride, which has been 
from Weatherford to Mineral Wells, is 
switching directions - and days - this 
year. Instead of being on the opening 
day of the rodeo, it will take place 
Saturday, June 8, at 8 a.m., and the 
drive will head east, starting in Millsap 
and going to the PCSP Grounds in 
Weatherford.

The reason for the change, as 
explained by PCSP Captain Jamie 
French, is Mineral Wells changed the 
schedule for its rodeo, which the trail 
drive helped kick off each year. That 
allowed the PCSP to head the other 
direction and wrap up the drive at their 
own arena, sometime around noon 
Saturday, French said.

Turn to RODEO, page A10

PARKER COUNTY

Sheriff ’s  
Posse Rodeo 
to start with 
new trail drive

Special to The Community News

The Willow Park Police 
Department held a promotion 
ceremony for Sergeant Anne 
Carbone and Corporal Clarissa 
Wolfe on Thursday, May 30, 
at the Willow Park PD head-
quarters.

Sgt. Carbone joined the 
department in April of this year 
after a lifelong career in law 
enforcement. She graduated 
from the Weatherford College 
Police Academy and began 
working for the Parker County 
Sheriff ’s Office in 1993. She was 
the department’s first female 
SWAT officer, an Advanced 
Crime Scene Investigator, the 
Public Information Officer, and 
worked across many divisions, 
including her favorite positions 
in Criminal Investigations, 
Fugitive Unit, and Special 
Crimes. Sgt. Carbone has also 
served on the boards for Crime 

Stoppers and Freedom House.
She retired from the sher-

iff ’s office in July 2014 but 
returned to law enforcement 
in March 2017 when she joined 
the Fort Worth Marshal’s 
office. Carbone holds a Master 
Peace Officer license and is a 
Field Training Officer and a 
Licensed Instructor.

Corporal Wolfe has 
dreamed of being a police offi-
cer since the sixth grade and 
began her law enforcement 
career as a Correctional Officer 
at the Mineral Wells Pre-Parole 
Facility in 2012. She joined 
the staff at the Parker County 
Jail in 2013, and enrolled in 
the Weatherford College Law 
Enforcement Academy in 
2016. Wolfe attended classes 
at the college at night while 
working at the jail during the 
day.

Turn to POLICE, page A3

WILLOW PARK

Two police 
officers promoted

SPECIA TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Willow Park Mayor Doyle Moss (right) congratulates the new 
supervisors.
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Audiobooks let students 
experience literature in 
auditory, visual forms
By Jeri PetersenThe Community News

For students with dyslexia or who 
speak English as a second language, 
reading at the same level as their 
peers is a challenge, either because 
they struggle to decode words, or 
because their mastery of the lan-
guage is limited. 

McCall Elementary dyslex-
ia teachers Keri Russell and Marci 
Harkins have a few audiobooks in 
their classrooms that they have used 
to help their students overcome read-
ing obstacles. The collection got a 
hefty boost with the addition of about 
100 Playaway audiobooks to the 

school library this spring. Harkins 
wrote an individual Aledo Education 
Fund grant request to purchase the 
books the teachers have in their class-
rooms now. That grant gave school 
librarian Debbie Bennett the idea to 
write a larger grant to buy a whole 
collection of Playaway books. 

Because Playaway packs cost 
between $65 and $105 each, class-
room teachers don’t have the budget 
to purchase more than one or two at 
a time. A team consisting of librarian 
Debbie Bennett, English Language 
Arts (ELA) teacher Caitlin Burton, 
English as a Second Language (ESL) 
teacher Carol Rodgers, and dyslexia 
specialists Keri Russell and Marci 
Harkins, applied for and received a 
$7,397.60 grant for 100 Playaway 
audiobooks and the books in print 
form. 

Each Playaway device is about 
half the size of a deck of cards 
and comes pre-loaded with one to 
five high-definition audiobooks. 
Students simply plug a set of head-
phones directly into the Playaway 
and press the “play” button. The 
devices are small enough to be por-
table and were created to be durable 
enough to withstand daily student 
use. Users can choose one of five 
narration speeds, scroll to the next 
book or chapter, back up or go for-
ward, and when they turn it off, the 
device bookmarks the spot where 
they ended.

Because the Playaway devices are 
so much more expensive than regu-
lar library books, each student who 
wants to check one out must first 

ALEDO ISD

Board 
hires 
McAnally 
principal
Two assistant  
principals hired at 
special meeting
By Bob Buckel
The Community News

After a brief closed session, 
the Aledo school board unani-
mously hired three new admin-
istrators for the Walsh and 
McCall Elementary Schools 
and McAnally Intermediate 
School at a special meeting 
Wednesday morning, June 5.

Dennis Hearn will be the 
next principal at McAnally 
Intermediate School. Hearn, 
who joined Aledo ISD in 2018 
as an assistant principal at 
Aledo Middle School, was pre-
viously an AP in Arlington and 
Frenship ISD.

In 2016 he was Region 17’s 
Assistant Principal of the Year.

Hearn taught social studies 
in Frenship from 2008-2013. 
He has an MS in Educational 
Administration from 
UT-Arlington.

Jake Bean was hired as 
the new assistant principal at 
McCall Elementary.

Bean, who served as an AP 
at Aledo Middle School from 
2015-2018, took a year off out-
side the education field before 
applying to come back to Aledo 
ISD. He was a teacher in Fort 
Worth ISD for seven years and 
holds an MS in Educational 
Leadership and Policy Studies, 
also from UT-Arlington.

Ashlee Hudson was hired as 
the new assistant principal at 
Walsh Elementary. Hudson has 
taught second grade at Stuard 
Elementary since 2016.

Before coming to Aledo, 
she taught fourth and fifth 
grades in Kennedale and 
Frisco ISD. She has an MS in 
Educational Administration 
from UT-Arlington.

A fourth position, assistant 
principal at McAnally, was 
likely be filled at the board’s 
next meeting — a budget work-
shop scheduled for 6 p.m. next 
Wednesday, June 12.

Superintendent Dr. Susan 
Bohn said she wanted Hearn to 
be in place and have a hand in 
that process. The board’s next 
regular meeting is Monday, 
June 17, at 6 p.m.

WILLOW PARK

Last slice 
of Ranch 
House to 
be re-paved
Council approves  
tax note for road  
and infrastructure 
improvements
By Randy KeckThe Community News

After re-paving much of 
Ranch House Road in the past 
two years, the Willow Park 
City Council unanimously 
approved a $1.15 million bid 
from Jackson Construction to 
rebuild the last segment from 
Fox Hunt to Scenic Trail at its 
regular meeting on Tuesday. 
June 11.

Engineer Derek Hughes 
told the council Jackson was 
the company that built Crowne 
Point Boulevard.

Responding to questions 
from council member Amy 
Fennell, Hughes said the con-
tract had more specific lan-
guage in it regarding commu-
nication between the contrac-
tor and the city and public and 
additional signage require-
ments. Hughes also said this 
project would be somewhat 
less difficult than the previous 
segments because there are 
more alternate routes available 
for residents to traverse Ranch 
House Road.

Hughes anticipated a 
mid-July time frame for con-
struction to begin, with com-
pletion in about nine months.

“I believe they are pretty 
anxious to get started,” Hughes 
said. “It’s the best time of year 
to be doing it.”

Turn to WP, page A3

Plaintiffs seek damages 
and injunction against 
building of multi-family 
units
By Randy KeckThe Community News

Seemingly sprouting out of the 
ground like popcorn, single-family 
homes are populating a patch of 
prairie that was once a part of the 
working Walsh Ranch.

Now known simply as “Walsh,” 
the first phase of an ultimate 7,200 
acres has been taking shape for 

about two years now with active 
sales of single-family homes.

Twenty of those homeowners 
have filed suit against the develop-
ers: Republic Property Group, Ltd.; 
RPG, LLC; Walsh Ranches Limited 
Partnership; Quail Valley Devco I, 
LLC; and Quail Valley Devco II, 
LLC.

The suit, filed in Parker 
County’s 43rd District Court 
on May 25, alleges Fraud/
Fraudulent Inducement; Fraud by 
Nondisclosure; Statutory Fraud; 
and Negligent Misrepresentation.

Walsh residents file suit against developer

Turn to LAWSUIT, page A2

Listen Up! AUdiobooks for ALL

JERI PETERSEN/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Second-graders Korbyn Ferreira and Grace Ruse listen to Playaway audiobooks.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Home construction continues apace in Phase I of the Walsh development

What a Blast!
Aledo Summer Blast draws 
thousands with fireworks topper.

PAGE A8

Top Students
Production glitch corrected 
to bring you the final top 10 
percent students.
PAGE A4

Camp Time
Summer camps are underway, 
and continuing through the 
summer.
PAGE B1

Hall of Fame?
Aledo ISD looking at establish-
ing an athletic Hall of Fame.

PAGE B1

From Butterflies to Eagle  Scout project builds Monarch Waystation, A5

Turn to BOOKS, page A2
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ALEDO ISD

HB 3: 
Information 
deficit
Aledo school officials delay 
planning as details of legis-
lation slowly come to light 
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

Sweeping changes in Texas’s public 
school finance system will result in 
lower school property tax rates over the 
next couple of years as the state puts 
more money into education.

But right now, details are hard to 
come by — and there’s a sneaking sus-
picion that the tax rate decrease may be 
temporary.

“We’re waiting for TEA (Texas 
Education Agency) guidance,” superin-
tendent Dr. Susan Bohn told the school 
board at its meeting Monday, June 
17. “There are still some big questions 
about how much money we’ll have to 
give raises to our staff. We’re waiting for 
that information.”

Bohn noted that the legislation 
impacts different school districts very 
differently. TEA rule-making will clar-
ify that impact over the next several 
weeks — but for now, much remains 
unknown.

“We need to continue to stay 
engaged and involved to make sure 
those rules favor school districts,” she 
told the board.

Board members held a budget 
workshop June 12, but chief financial 
officer Earl Husfeld gave a brief review 
Monday as well. He, Dr. Bohn, board 
members and other district personnel 
will attend workshops this summer to 
get up to speed on the legislation’s 
impact.

“There’s a lot of unknowns about 
the legislative process at this point,” he 
said. “They have put more money into 
public education, so our tax rate will be 
decreasing for the 2019-20 school year. 
That’s good news.”

Husfeld said based on what is 
known, Aledo ISD’s maintenance and 
operations (M&O) tax rate will be 
going down about 10 cents. The overall 
rate should drop this year from $1.595 
to $1.493. The (I&S) tax rate, which 
provides funds for debt service, will not 
change.

But he questioned whether the tax 
decrease will be sustainable beyond the 
state’s two-year budget.

“In theory, they (the state) are going 
to make up that difference,” he said at 
the workshop. “But this is only a two-
year plan. Most of the people I’ve talked 
with, knowledgeable people, say the 
state doesn’t have the funding to con-
tinue this beyond this two-year plan.

“What happens when the state can’t 
hold up their end of the bargain? We’ll 
see.”

WALSH RESPONDS TO 
LAWSUIT
In response to the June 7 story 
on the lawsuit by Walsh residents, 
The Community News received 
the following statement.

“Our focus remains on what’s 
best for the long-term future of 
Walsh and the greater commu-
nity. Our vision has always been 
to create a great neighborhood 
that families from all walks of life 
can be proud to call home,” said 
Seth Carpenter, Vice President 
of Construction for Republic 
Property Group, lead developer 
of the Walsh neighborhood. “It’s 
unfortunate; the claim raised by a 
small group is without merit and 
defies the spirit of Walsh.”

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Emma Vidal is shown with her new companion, Lulu, at a team roping event held on June 15 to 
raise money for Emma’s medical expenses. Emma, a 9-year-old student at Vandagriff Elementary 
School, was diagnosed with Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia - B cell in February. Lulu is a therapy 
dog from Cook Children’s Hospital and will later be trained as a guide dog for Emma. More cover-
age of the team roping event can be found on page A3.

Turn to HB3, page A6

ALEDO ISD

Board 
celebrates gains 
in academic 
indicators
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

Students in Aledo ISD made gains 
on each of the district’s key academic 
goals during the 2018-2019 school year 
— something campuses celebrated as 
the school year ended, and that school 
board and administrators applauded 
at the Monday, June 17, school board 
meeting.

“We are extremely proud of the hard 
work of our teachers,” assistant super-
intendent for curriculum and instruc-
tion Amber Crissey told the board. “We 
knew going in that 100 percent was 
going to be a tough target, but we didn’t 
make any excuses and kept working 
diligently.”

Throughout the school year, Crissey 
has been reporting to the board on stu-
dents’ progress on the four indicators 
that were set as keys to instruction in 
AISD:

“We will/I will”
“Thinking maps frame of reference/

Thinking maps to writing”
Critical writing in journals and 

binders, and
Frequent small-group purposeful 

talks
Measuring and analyzing progress 

in those four areas drove the district’s 
academic focus during the year. Using 
end-of-year data, Crissey reported 
progress in each area.

In “We will/I will” with a goal of 
100 percent, Crissey said 98 percent of 
Aledo ISD classrooms hit the learning 
target, up from 94 percent at the start 
of the year.

On the “thinking maps” component, 
the goal of 80 percent was achieved 
with a 27 percent increase over the 
course of the school year.

Perfect comPany

Turn to BOARD, page A6

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

State Senator Pat Fallon held a packed-house town hall meeting on Tuesday, June 18, at Saltwater 
in Weatherford. He covered topics from the recent Texas legislative session and fielded questions 
from the audience. The town hall will be covered completely in the June 28 issue.

…the winner is
Trinity Christian Academy 
presents end-of-year staff 
awards.
PAGE A2

New Faces
Aledo ISD introduces new 
campus administrators.

PAGE A2

Active Frog
Aledo’s Wes Harris saw plenty of 
playing time last season on the 
TCU offensive line.
PAGE B1

Camps!
Soccer and volleyball camps 
featured this week.

PAGE B5, B8

On Broadway!  Bearcats, that is — page A4

Sheepskin
Aledo graduates graduate again, 
this time from college.

PAGE 6

Acting!
AHS students performing in 
summer production.

PAGE 6

Saying Goodbye
One coach retires, one relocating 
to another school.
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Tennis Camp
Youngsters learn the finer points 
of tennis.
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ANNETTA

Council approves 
replats, amends 
fee structure
By Nicole HawkinsThe Community News

Two alternates were appointed to 
the board of the Town of Annetta’s 
Planning and Zoning Commission at 
the Annetta City Council meeting June 
20. 

J.D. Davis and Stephen Barron were 
unanimously voted to fill the commis-
sion’s alternate one and two spots.

The council unanimously approved 
the following items on the consent 
agenda: 

• a replat of lots 130 Rim Rock Road 
and 147 Deer Creek Drive, 

• an expenditure of $600 for an 
event in appreciation of Parker County 
Precinct 4 and Hudson Oaks Water 
Department employees, 

• an amendment to the fee schedule 
between the town and BureauVeritas 
North America, Inc., and 

• an ordinance amending the fees 
related to residential construction.

The Texas legislature recently 
passed HB 852, which prohibits munic-
ipalities from calculating the amount of 
certain building permit and inspection 
fees based on the value of a property. 
The amended fee structure approved 
by the council changes the calculation 
of residential construction fees within 
the town from property value to square 
footage. 

The next Annetta City Council 
meeting will be held at 7 p.m. July 18 at 
Annetta City Hall.

Annetta’s Community Crime 
Prevention Event and Talk of the Town 
Business Fair will run from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Saturday, June 29, 2019. Fire 
Station 37 will have fire trucks on dis-
play, Air Evac will land their helicopter 
at 10:30 a.m., and there will be dog 
obedience training and an antique car 
show.

In addition, there will be shopping, 
food, slushes, dipping dots, obstacle 
course, bounce house, slide, door priz-
es, and additional activities.

ALEDO ISD

Board hears 
update on 
Bearcat 
Growth 
Committee
Full agenda at  
Monday meeting
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

At the Monday, June 17 school 
board meeting, the board heard 
an update on the Bearcat Growth 
Committee from superintendent Dr. 
Susan Bohn.

The committee, which met nine 
times from January to May, will 
sponsor two community meetings 
in July at Vandagriff Elementary 
School, each beginning at 5:30 p.m. 
July 18 and July 23. Those meet-
ings will feature presentations by the 
committee co-chairs, and members 
will lead small groups for in-depth 
discussion.

“It will be the same meeting,” 
Bohn said, “just on two different 
days in case someone can’t attend on 
one day.”

The overall committee’s next 
meeting is at 5 p.m. Aug. 1 at the 
AISD Administration Building. The 
group will present its proposed bond 
package for board review at a special 
called meeting Aug. 8.

“They will hear feedback and 
make adjustments as needed, then 
present a final bond package recom-
mendation to the Board for approval 
Aug. 19,” Bohn said.

The board will have the oppor-
tunity to call a bond election during 
that meeting. If they do, it would be 
held Nov. 5.

Bohn said staff members have 
been sitting down with the architects 
who were hired to help the BGC with 
this process, working to refine the 
numbers for the committee’s plan-
ning.

“What we’re talking through is, 
what should an Aledo elementa-
ry school look like? What should 
an Aledo intermediate school look 
like?” she told the board. “For exam-
ple, band is a larger program at our 
middle school than it is at most 
of the middle schools these archi-
tects design, so we would build more 
space for band than what they may 
have designed.

“The point of this is so we can 
go back to the BGC for their Aug. 
1 meeting with tighter numbers on 
what these campuses might cost.”

Auditing firm re-hired
The auditing firm of Kirk & 

Richardson, P.C., which did the dis-
trict’s most recent state-mandated 
annual financial audit, was re-hired 

Turn to AISD, page 6

Fallon reviews recent legislative session
Full-house town hall gets 
update, answers
By Randy KeckThe Community News

Part 1 of a two-part story
Freshman State Sen. Pat Fallon 

covered a variety of topics when he 
held a town hall meeting on June 18 at 
Saltwater in Weatherford. He report-
ed to the audience some highlights of 
the most recent legislative session.

Fallon, whose district covers 14 
counties, previously served as a state 
representative before unseating incum-
bent Senator Craig Estes in the 2018 
Republican Primary. He told the crowd 

that there is more work as a senator 
than there is as a representative.

“In the house, you have 150 mem-
bers … but in the Senate, there’s only 
31 members. So for instance, I was 
assigned to two committees in the 
house, they met about 2-8 hours. And 
in the house, we usually met once a 
week. In the Senate, I was assigned to 
five committees, we met about two to 
eight hours, but they usually met twice 
a week. Not always. But you could just 
do the math on that,” he said.

Despite the workload, he said it 
was a wonderful experience.

“And while we kept telling each RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

State Sen. Pat Fallon addressed a full house at his June 18 town 
hall meeting.Turn to FALLON, page 3

Boys state

CYNTHIA LLEWELLYN/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

John Llewellyn and Abe Birdwell represented Aledo High School at Boys State in Austin June 9-14.

Two Aledo High School students 
get first-hand experience  
in Texas politics
By Randy KeckThe Community News

Two incoming seniors at Aledo High School 
spent the middle of June participating in 
American Legion Boys State. John Llewellyn 
and Abe Birdwell spent the week of June 10 at 
the University of Texas participating in activi-
ties designed to educates future leaders about 
government, civics, and patriotism in a “learn by 
doing” environment. The 1,100 delegates had all 
just completed their junior year of high school 
and, according to a release from the American 
Legion Boys State, was hand-picked by teachers, 
counselors, and local American Legion posts 
throughout Texas to attend the one week seminar.

“During the week, the delegates were evenly 
split into fictional parties of the Nationalist and 
Federalists. Each party drafted party platforms, 
elected party officials, nominated candidates via 
primary elections, and contested a general elec-
tion against the rival party and its candidates,” 
the release said.

“It’s a simulation of American Government 
and politics. We all get together and we’re distrib-
uted evenly into what we call cities,” Birdwell said. 
“And there’s two cities to every county and four 
cities to every district, and we sort of go through 
the rigmarole of simulating Texas politics.”

Both of the students members of the Nationalist 
Party during the simulations, although Birdwell 
pointed out that the names of the parties had no 
reflection on actual platforms.

Llewellyn was successfully elected as a State 
Representative.

Turn to STATE, page 3

To the Point
Former Willow Park Mayor 
Marvin Glasgow trades in 
ancient artifacts.
PAGE 4

Honored
Master Gardeners honored by 
City of Aledo.

PAGE 5

Coaching calls
Aledo grad Dayton Sheridan 
looking to second year as a head 
basketball coach.
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Camps
Future Ladycats attend basket-
ball camp.
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By Bob BuckelThe Community News

The Aledo city council 
Thursday night voted to rewrite 
the city’s ordinance banning the 
use, sale, or possession of alcohol-
ic beverages at city-owned facili-
ties including parks and the com-
munity center.

But don’t grab a six-pack and 
head for the park just yet.

The vote means those planning 
an event at which alcohol will be 
served can apply for a specific-use 

permit, meet certain criteria, and 
get permission to have alcohol on 
hand for that event only.

The discussion was on the 
council’s agenda in May but was 
postponed because all members 
were unable to attend. Thursday, 
June 27, council was again short 
two members, as Spencer Perry 
and Dan Herbert were absent.

But this time, the discussion 
went on as planned.

Mayor Kit Marshall intro-
duced Chuck Tordiglione, owner 

of Bull Lion Ranch and Vineyard 
and organizer of the Aledo Wine 
& Art festival. Tordiglione, an 
Aledo resident since 1990, is also 
president of the Cross Timbers 
Wine Trail, an organization of 12 
wineries that has 30,000 follow-
ers on Facebook.

“We bring wine-tasting festi-
vals to communities,” Tordiglione 
said. “Aledo being my community, 
I always thought it would be a 
great idea to have something like 
this here.

“We’re growers, farmers, and 
we make wine. That’s our craft. 
It brings a benefit to a town. It 
would put us on the map… some-
what like football.”

The group has held its festival 
the last two years at Stillwater 
Meadow, a private event venue on 
Bankhead Highway. After a prom-
ising start in 2017 drew more than 
1,000 people, last year’s event was 
rained out and only drew 350.

Turn to COUNCIL, page 4

ALEDO

Council votes to rewrite alcohol ordinance to allow wine festival

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Julie Silversmith gives Alex Houston a free lesson in pottery making at the Annetta Business Fair event on Saturday, June 29. Silversmith conducts 
craft classes at her home in Annetta. More photos from the event can be found on page 5.

Michael Diaz comes 
from Crowley ISD
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

The Aledo school board 
filled out the district’s admin-
istrative staff at a special 
meeting Tuesday morning, 
hiring Michael Diaz to serve 
as the new assistant principal 
at Aledo Middle School.

Diaz, who has been serving as 
assistant principal at North Crowley’s 
ninth grade campus since 2016, holds 
a bachelor’s degree in computer 
information systems from Cameron 
University and a Master’s in education 
leadership from TCU.

Before going to Crowley, Diaz was 
an assistant principal in Gainesville 
ISD for a year. Prior to that, he served 

for three years as a social 
studies teacher and head 
basketball coach at Joshua. 
He began his career in 
Plano ISD, where he taught 
middle school social studies 
and coached for nine years.

“Barring any unforeseen 
developments, this com-
pletes our administrative 
staff,” Aledo superintendent 
Dr. Susan Bohn said in rec-

ommending Diaz.
The board, with three members 

absent, did not even go into closed 
session to discuss the hiring, but 
accepted a motion and unanimously 
voted to hire Diaz. The meeting was 
over in less than five minutes.

The board’s next regularly sched-
uled meeting is at 6 p.m. Monday, 
July 15.

Fallon 
addresses 
taxes, 
cooperation
Town hall meeting  
addressed issues
By Randy KeckThe Community News

Editor’s Note: This is part two of 
coverage of State Sen. Pat Fallon’s 
town hall meeting held June 18. Part 
one, published in our June 28 issue, 
covered his comments about serving 
in the State Senate and what was 
accomplished in regard to education.

In speaking of SB2, the property 
tax relief bill, Fallon said he favored 
a hard 2.5 percent cap across-the-
board on property tax increases.

In the final version of the bill, 
there was a 2.3 percent cap on 
schools, and 3.5 percent on schools 
in cities.

“The last thing we want is Texans 
to work their entire lives, pay off 
their home, and then essentially be 
renting it back from the govern-
ment,” he said.

“I don’t think we’re finished. But 
that was a good first step. And then 
I’m relieved, there’s about $5 bil-
lion coming back, which typically on 
a $200,000 home you’ll see about 
$210 to $220 just cut off the taxes.”

In addition to property tax relief, 
Fallon, working with Rep. Jeff Leach 
in the House, succeeded in getting 
a constitutional amendment on the 
ballot to prohibit a state income tax.

Bipartisanship
Fallon also lauded the bipartisan 

nature of the Texas Legislature.
While the numbers have not 

been compiled for the most recent 
session, Fallon noted that “last ses-
sion (2017), the State Senate passed 
1,592 bills. Only 23 of those 1,592 
were passed on a strict party line. 
That means 99-and-a-half percent 
of all the legislation had at least 
some bipartisan support.”

Fallon said he was happy about 
the passage of Senate Bill 719, 
Lauren’s Law, which stemmed 
from an incident that happened 
in Wichita Falls, which is also in 
Fallon’s district.

“A couple came to us in our office. 
Their daughter had been murdered. 
She was shot 15 times on her way 
home from school,” Fallon said.

“[It was] from an evil predator 
who had been watching her for a 
year. He wanted her, he desired her, 
and he felt like he owned her and he 
hated her because she had African 
American friends. He decided that 
he was going to have to kill and he 
took her life. He shot her friend in 
the chest.”

Turn to FALLON, page 3

Diaz

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Parker County Treasurer Jenny Barnwell (right) was honored 
recently by the Texas Association of Counties (TAC) for five 
years of pursuing excellence in her county investment edu-
cation during the 2019 Conference of the County Investment 
Academy held in San Antonio June 3-5. Barnwell was one of 
16 officials in the state honored for her five years in the pro-
gram during a special luncheon. In addition, five officials were 
honored for 20 years, five for 15 years, and 10 for 10 years.

ALEDO ISD

New middle school AP fills 
out administrative staff

Learning Curve  Knight finds footing in LPGA, 11
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ALEDO

Council 
takes a look 
at budget 
highlights
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

City manager Bill Funderburk gave 
the Aledo city council a quick overview 
of next year’s projected budget at the 
council’s June 27 meeting.

The snapshot? The city expects near-
ly $95,000 more in revenue next year, 
and $71,551 more in expenses, in a total 
budget that will top $7.9 million in 2019-
2020.

Of course, the details are a little more 
complicated.

For one, the city will not know its 
final property values until July 25. Right 
now the city projects that those values 
will rise from $383.8 million to $448.29 
million — an increase of 16.8 percent.

Currently the city receives just over 
44 percent of its operating revenue from 
property taxes. Permit and franchise fees 
account for nearly 23 percent, sales taxes 
make up 18.5 percent, and various other 
revenue sources supply the rest.

The total proposed budget includes 
$3.242 million for the general fund, 
$3.287 million for the water/wastewater 
fund, and $988,121 for debt service. The 
Economic Development Corporation, 
which collects a half-cent sales tax, is 
expected to generate $410,000 in reve-
nue and spend $314,700 next year.

“Everything is balanced except for the 
EDC,” Funderburk told the council. “This 
is mainly a workshop. It’s not for approv-
al, it’s just for you to look at.”

After a presentation by Stephanie 
Williamson, board president for the East 
Parker County Library, the council ten-
tatively agreed to raide the library’s bud-
get from $35,000 to $40,000. Mayor Kit 
Marshall also encouraged Williamson 
to find more and better ways to tell the 
library’s story.

“This is the challenge that I see,” she 
said. “Companies have sales forces, they 
have marketing. Libraries don’t really have 
that. That’s not the role of a librarian — 
but it’s really important. If you don’t tell 
your story people don’t know who you are.”

Marshall and council members com-
mended the library for the good work 
they are doing, and for achieving dra-
matic increases in services and outreach 
on a limited budget.

Street rehab expanded
The council awarded a bid for this 

year’s street rehabilitation program to 
Reliable Paving for $472,510. All of the 
streets to be redone are in the Rolling 
Hills area.

“This project was $277,000 in the 
current budget, but we were able to cut 
some engineering costs to save $33,000 
and made some other adjustments so we 
could increase this without having to go 
to reserves,” Funderburk told the council.

Of the four bids the city received, 
Reliable’s was the lowest. The city man-

Turn to ALEDO, page 3
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Edwin Diaz recently completed a 
summer session in Aledo.

‘He was 
a bright 

light’
Community remembers 
Edwin Diaz
By Randy KeckThe Community News

The Aledo ISD community is 
mourning the loss of Edwin Diaz, 
a six-year-old student at McCall 
Elementary School.

“Edwin was a happy, inquisitive, 
polite, and energetic boy,” said his 
P.E. teacher Sue Sprier. “He loved 
life! He was enjoyable to be around 
and his smile was contagious.”

He had the same effect on his 
kindergarten teacher, Casi Faulk.

“He was just such a sweet, pre-
cious boy,” Faulk said. “He gave the 
best hugs.”

Faulk said he did have a twinkle-
in-the-eye mischevious streak.

Diaz had been swimming with 
a friend in an above-ground pool at 
his residence in the 140-block of Oak 
Crest on July 4.

His mother told Parker County 
Sheriff ’s investigators that Diaz was 
knocked down when an electric 
shock jolted him when he touched 
the house after exiting the pool.

The mother said that when she 
reached down to pick him up she 
also received an electric shock. She 
also reported shocks inside the 
mobile home where they lived.

Edwin was taken to a local emer-
gency room, but he did not survive 
the incident.

Parker County Sheriff Larry 
Fowler hired a master electrician to 
investigate. The investigation found 
a 220-volt wall plug that had been 
pulled out of the wall. This type of 
plug would normally power a clothes 
dryer. The ground wire had been 
wrapped around a leg of the 220 
service.

“That should have tripped the 
breaker,” Fowler said. Instead, it 
electrified the trailer.

The breaker was manufactured 
by Federal Pacific Electric. While 
no connection has been estab-
lished linking this particular case 

Turn to DIAZ, page 5

Fiery Finish

KATHY CHRUSCIELSKI/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Boomin’ 4th in Hudson Oaks was well-attended again this year, with thousands of peo-
ple celebrating the nation’s independence.

LEFT: Noah J. of Aledo chooses his pre-
ferred flavor of Dippin’ Dots. | RIGHT: 
Gerardo R. of Fort Worth plays a ball game 
in the kid zone.

Peach Passion
Peach Festival again draws 
throngs to Parker County  — and 
it’s a great year for peaches.
PAGE 4

Leadership
Aledo Rotary sends AHS 
student to leadership event at 
Tarleton State University.
PAGE 8

Top Shots
Aledo Clay Busters finish strong 
at national shooting event in San 
Antonio.
PAGE 10Volume 29, Number 29Published Weekly

All Stars
Ladycats named to all-star 
teams in three sports.
 
PAGE 14
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Bearcat Growth 
Committee 
hosting two 
community 
meetings

The Bearcat Growth Committee, 
a group of community members and 
teachers who have been working 
together to formulate a bond pack-
age to recommend to the Aledo ISD 
Board of Trustees in August, is hosting 
two community meetings to gain input 
from the public.

Both meetings are at 5 p.m. — on 
Thursday, July 18 and Tuesday, July 23 
at Vandagriff Elementary School.

The Bearcat Growth Committee 
was established to address the Aledo 
Independent School District’s fast 
growth by determining the future facil-
ity needs of the district’s students.

Parents, staff members, and com-
munity members are invited to partic-
ipate.

Child care will be provided.
If you are unable to attend either 

meeting, you can send questions or 
input to BGC@aledoisd.org or find 
more information at aledoisd.org/
BGC.

By Tony EierdamThe Community News

Since the remodeling of Squaw 
Creek Golf Course in Willow Park 
a few years ago not only has the 
course changed its identity but has 
also also expanded its outreach and 
in-house programs.

The course, which also includes 
“The First Tee” program, gained 
national publicity when it hosted 
a national girls’ junior golf tourna-
ment in April, and several other big 

AJGA tournaments are planned 
for the future. 

But the latest project is perhaps 
its biggest — the building of a new 
Ben Hogan Learning Center. The 
Ben Hogan Learning Center – in 
partnership with The First Tee of 
Fort Worth — will be the second of 
the two BHLCs and will be housed 
at Squaw Creek.

Kevin Long, executive director 
of The First Tee of Fort Worth, said 
ground is about to break for the 

new center.
“We are in the final phases of 

our fundraising campaign and 
hope to have that accomplished 
in the next few months,” he said. 
“There will be a grass roots cam-
paign for Parker County residents 
intended to raise the last portion of 
the funds. 

“The building design process is 
also in its final phases and we hope 
to have the project out for the full 

WILLOW PARK

Crown Pointe 
area continues 
to take shape
Council approves zoning, 
plat changes
By Randy KeckThe Community News

The overall development picture of 
the Crown Pointe area of Willow Park 
took further shape on Tuesday night, 
July 9, when the city council unani-
mously approved a rezoning of 19.8 
acres adjacent to the I-20 service road 
from LR Local Retail to C Commercial.

The area is located west of Texas 
Health Willow Park.

The Local Retail zoning allowed for 
small businesses ranging from barber 
shops to book stores. The Commercial 
zoning will now allow for larger busi-
nesses.

Under Willow Park’s zoning ordi-
nance, Commercial allows for such 
types of businesses as movie theatres, 
department stores, and hotel/motels.

In a second action in the Crowne 
Pointe neighborhood, the council 
approved a final replat of 3.72 acres 
into five individual plats, ranging from 
.59 acres to .79 acres. two of the lots are 
slated for 6,000 sq. ft. office buildings.

The council approved a new EMS 
Provider/First Responder agreement 
between the Parker County Hospital 
District/LifeCare EMS and the Willow 
Park Fire/Rescue Dept. The agree-
ment was required for Willow Park’s 
Fire/Rescue to work under the license 
of the EMS provider to provide care to 
residents of Willow Park.

Moving forward in the process of 
bringing water to Willow Park from 
Fort Worth, the council approved a 
contract with Halff Engineering for 
the Fort Worth water project. As per 
the agreement with Hudson Oaks, 
the engineering fees will be split, with 
Willow Park paying 52 percent and 
Hudson Oaks paying 48 percent.

The overall cost of the water proj-
ect will be about $13.7 million.

Finally, most cities are having to 
restructure residential building permit 
fees in the wake of the recent action of 
the Texas Legislature no longer allowing 
fees based on the expected cost of the 
project. Under the new fee structure 
approved by the council, residential con-
struction permit fees will be based on 
square footage. The fee will be $1,350 
for up to 1,500 square feet; $1,350 plus 
$1.48 per square foot for construction 
1,501 to 10,000 square feet; and $13,929 
for the first 10,000 square feet plus 
$1.67 per square foot for anything more 
than 10,000 square feet.

In a companion action the council 
approved an amendment to the city’s 
agreement with Bureau Veritas North 
America for conducting inspections 
on behalf of the city.

In other action, the council:
• approved the site plan for a new 

bank on Willow Bend Drive; and
• accepted the dedication of a .41-

acre tract of land as right-of-way for 
Mary Lou Drive.

WILLOW PARK

New Hogan Learning Center nears groundbreaking

In the house

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

London Kasper attended Girls State in June, and had the opportunity to debate legis-
lation from the House Chamber in the Texas State Capitol.

London Kasper completes a 
week at Girls State
By Randy KeckThe Community News

Though its origin is unclear, the phrase 
“a woman’s place is in the House … and 
the Senate!” is attributed to Anna Belle 
Clement O’Brien, called the First Lady of 
Tennessee Politics, around 1976.

London Kasper, incoming senior at 
Aledo High School, had an opportunity to 
try out the desks on the floor of the Texas 
House of Representatives recently when 
she attended Girls State.

A program of the American Legion, 
Girls State is a week of civic exercises 

to teach leadership and civics to girls 
between their junior and senior years in 
high school. London attended Girls State 
June 16-22 at Texas Lutheran University 
in Seguin.

“We learned about the government and 
the different types of state government —   
city officials, county officials, state officials 
— and we also got to hear from some very 
accomplished ladies;” London said.

She said that each floor of the dorm 
where she stayed was a different “city.” All 
the girls were citizens, and had the oppor-
tunity to run for local offices, as well as 
representatives in the legislature.

One of the highlights of the week for 

Turn to LONDON, page 3
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WEATHERFORD COLLEGE

New vet tech 
program on the 
horizon
Partnership sought with 
animal shelter
Special to The Community News

Creation of a veterinary techni-
cian Associate of Applied Arts degree 
is moving forward at Weatherford 
College.

During the WC Board of Trustees 
meeting Thursday, July 11, Mike 
Endy, vice president of instruction 

Turn to VET, page 5

Crime
Arson attempt leads to arrest; 
no injuries in house fire.

PAGE 4

Howdy!
Aggie moms show how to send 
off students!

PAGE 2

Summer drills
Bearcats take advantage of new 
UIL mandate. 
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Impact
Haeussler makes impact in 
freshman year at UNT.

PAGE 8
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ALEDO

Strategic plan 
meetings help 
plot course
Velocity Group gathers 
input
By Rick MauchThe Community News

It seems fitting that a compa-
ny analyzing the update of the City 
of Aledo’s strategic plan would be 
named Velocity Group.

After all, the town with a popula-
tion of around 4,500 is growing very 
fast, and soaring upward progres-
sively, the very definition of velocity. 
And with that growth much prepa-
ration is needed.

Representatives from Velocity 
Group met with officials from 
around the city last week, including 
city council, school board, business-
es, developers, the chambers of com-
merce in Parker County, churches, 
and more. They gathered informa-
tion and suggestions about how and 
where the city needs to grow, which 
they have now taken back to their 
company to compile, with a return to 
Aledo anticipated in the fall, proba-
bly September, for a public meeting.

“This has been a robust week,” 
Aledo Mayor Kit Marshall said. “It 
was very busy, and we’ve heard some 
great things from a lot of folks.

“We’ve had a wide cross section. 
We’re looking at our roadmap to the 
future from an economic develop-
ment standpoint. What makes us 
unique? Where do we want to go in 
the future? What is needed and how 
do we activate people?”

“The school district 
is great, but what 
can we do beyond 
the school. You may 
not have children 
in school, or maybe 
your children have 
graduated and 
moved on.”

- Bill Funderburk

Aledo’s original strategic plan 
was put in place in 2010, city officials 
said. This will be the first update to 
it.

“Bringing in the Velocity Group is 
bringing in a group of professionals 
who can provide guidance to help us 
get from Point A to Point B.”

Aledo’s Chief Administration 
Officer Bill Funderburk said the 
feedback includes some positives 
and some criticism. However, when 
it’s all put together, it will form a 
plan for moving Aledo forward.

WILLOW PARK

Council 
approves 
drainage 
repair issues
Budget Calendar set
By Randy KeckThe Community News

The City of Willow Park exercised its 
new two-city-council-meetings-per-month 
schedule for the first time on Tuesday, July 
23, voting to approve bids for drainage 
issues in neighborhoods.

Residents on Parkway Drive, adjacent 
to Ranch House Road and north of Willow 
Crest, have experienced flooding issues for 
several years that have grown progressively 
worse with continued development and, 
most recently, road base from the Ranch 
House Road project.

As storm water was collected, it ran 
under Ranch House, up into the Parkway 
neighborhood, across the fronts of two 
homes, and then was diverted back to 
Ranch House where it drained into Squaw 
Creek.

The council on Tuesday night unani-
mously approved a project to install a 6’x6’ 
storm drain, and then 630’ of 54” storm 
drain underground to take the water direct-

By Bob BuckelThe Community News

The message is two-fold, but 
simple:

Aledo ISD can build and reno-
vate $141 million worth of school 
space without adding even a frac-
tion of a cent to the tax rate, and…

They need every bit of it, as 
soon as possible.

The district’s Bearcat Growth 
Committee held community meet-
ings July 18 and 23 to give interest-
ed residents a chance to learn what 
committee members have been 

hearing since January. Twenty-
seven people showed up at the first 
meeting, and another 29 came to 
Tuesday’s session. Both were held at 
the Vandagriff Elementary library.

“We know growth is coming,” 
committee co-chair Christi James 
said as she kicked off Tuesday’s 
meeting. “So what are we going to 
do to prepare for that growth?”

James, co-chair Jim Scott, and 
superintendent Dr. Susan Bohn 
each spoke briefly before the group 
broke into smaller round-table dis-
cussions. Each group had at least 

one BGC member, and Aledo ISD 
administrators circulated through-
out the room to answer questions.

James said she doesn’t have 
children in Aledo schools right now 
but noted that as a business owner 
she is keenly interested in keeping 
the school district strong.

“Businesses, home values, 
everything in these communities is 
only as good as our school system 
is,” she said.

She said the committee has 
done its due diligence.

“We’ve left no stone unturned,” 

she said. “We looked into finances, 
demographics, we’ve visited each 
campus — we’ve done a good job 
addressing the needs and coming 
to a consensus.”

At the group’s next meeting, 
Aug. 1, they hope to emerge with 
a proposal the school board can 
approve for a Nov. 5 bond election. 
That proposal will likely include:
• Renovation of Aledo Middle 

School
• Construction of a second middle 

school

ALEDO ISD

Community meetings draw crowds for bond discussion

Turn to WILLOW PARK, page 3
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‘GiGs’

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Shelby Humphrey is shown with “Gigs,” a registered Pointer who was one of the 
items in the live auction at this year’s Parker County Aggie Moms’ Club Howdy Party 
on Saturday, July 5 at the Parker County Sheriff’s Posse Clubhouse. More photos can 
be found on page 2.

Parker County is low on pain pill abuse list
National database shows 
30 pills per person,  
per year
By Randy Keck
The Community News

While it still seems like a lot, 
Parker County’s consumption of 
about 30 oxycodone or hydroco-
done pills per person, per year, 
pales in comparison to some other 

counties throughout the country.

The Washington Post put 
together a county-level analysis of 
where the pain pills were distrib-
uted across the country, and where.

The information was gathered 
after a court order granted the 
information to the Post. The U.S. 
government and the drug industry 
attempted to keep the information 
secret.

One of the largest distributions 
of opiates in the study, which cov-
ered the years 2006 to 2012, was 
Charleston County, South Carolina, 
where an average of 248 pills, per 
person, per year, were distributed.

While prescription opiates 
may not be as large a problem in 
Parker County as elsewhere, Parker 
County Sheriff Larry Fowler said 
his office is dealing with plenty of 
street drugs.

“The price of drugs in the street 
is so cheap it’s unreal,” the sher-
iff said. “The flood coming out of 
Mexico is overwhelming.”

Fowler said the main drugs are 
methamphetamines and marijua-
na derivitaves.

For more information on the 
Washington Post study, visit wash-
ingtonpost.com/graphics/2019/
investigations/dea-pain-pill-data-
base.Turn to ALEDO, page 3
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Aledo

Council votes 
to raise tax 
revenue, ramp 
up City Hall plan
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

With property values up dramat-
ically, the Aledo city council voted 
Thursday to raise the city’s property 
tax revenue by 7.9 percent for the fiscal 
year 2019-2020 and begin planning in 
earnest to construct a new city hall.

The vote was 4-1. Council member 
Matt Ribitzki voted against the mea-
sure.

The action does not raise the tax 
rate — in fact, the city’s tax rate will 
drop from the current 37.78 cents per 
$100 valuation to 33.63 cents. It will, 
however, bring in about $115,000 more 
tax revenue when applied to the city’s 
new values of $465,820,561.

Without the increase, the city’s tax 
rate would fall to around 31 cents, with 
7.5 cents of that going strictly toward 
bonded indebtedness.

“That leaves you down there at 23, 
24 on your M&O fund,” city adminis-
trator Bill Funderburk told the council. 
“I will say that if there’s no tax rate 
increase this year, you’re probably defi-
nitely going to be doing the 3.5 percent 
next year, and every year thereafter.”

The Texas Legislature recent-
ly capped cities’ property tax revenue 
increases at 3.5 percent, beginning next 
year, ruling that any increase beyond 
that must go to the voters. This year’s 
proposed increase is just under the 
current cap that would require voter 
approval.

A property tax rate of 33.63 cents 
will generate approximately $116,000 
in additional revenue for the city in the 
coming year — not enough to build a 
new city hall, or even hire an architect.

It can kick-start the process, how-
ever.

“Right now there’s nothing in the 

50 years later: local man trained astronauts for moon missions
Bernard Suchocki worked 
on Apollo missions 7 
through 17
By Randy KeckThe Community News

Willow Park resident Bernard 
Suchocki has made his local reputa-
tion as a lawyer, but long before he 
was standing in the courtroom, he 
was training Apollo astronauts to go 
to the moon.

The East Parker County Library 
hosted Suchocki for a special pro-
gram on Tuesday evening. He 
recently returned from a 50-year 
reunion at NASA in Houston.

He showed some memorabilia 
from the Apollo program, and told 
the group that his wife Connie’s wed-

ding ring has orbited the moon, as 
did rings from other members of the 
ground crew at the time.

His program began with a clip 
of John F. Kennedy’s iconic speech 
at Rice University on Sept. 12, 1962, 
at which he declared “We choose to 
go to the Moon! We choose to go to 
the Moon... We choose to go to the 
Moon in this decade and do the other 
things, not because they are easy, 
but because they are hard; because 
that goal will serve to organize and 
measure the best of our energies and 
skills, because that challenge is one 
that we are willing to accept, one we 
are unwilling to postpone, and one 
we intend to win, and the others, too.”

Kennedy’s speech was delivered 
in the midst of the Cold War, when 
the Soviet Union had already taken 

a lead in space, launching the first 
satellite and putting the first human 
in space. Suchocki told the group 
that space, and the race to the moon, 
was seen as a national security issue, 
and some of the risks taken to get to 
the moon were taken in that context.

During the program he described 
how the Saturn V rocket was designed 
and recounted the successes as well 
as the failures of the program lead-
ing up to July 20, 1969, when Neil 
Armstrong first set foot on the lunar 
surface. He also provided information 
on the function and design of the 
Command and Service Module (CSM) 
that carried the three astronauts, as 
well as ferrying the Lunar Excursion 
Module (LEM) to lunar orbit. RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Bernard Suchocki described his recollections of the Apollo moon missions 
to an audience at the East Parker County Library on Tuesday.Turn to LANDING, page 3
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Here tHey 
Come!

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Future Bearcats took to the fields on Saturday, July 27, for Aledo Youth Football tryouts. 
Kindergarten and pre-k players (above) took a warmup lap around the field before flag foot-
ball tryouts.

BUSINESS

Coming 
back 

home
Joe Lane is  
returning to the basics
By Randy KeckThe Community News

Joe Lane will be the first person to 
admit that success went to his head.

The restaurant business is not easy. 
Statistically, about 60 percent of restau-
rants go out of business in the first three 
years, and several suffered that fate at 
the location where Fish Creek now sits in 
Willow Park.

But then Joe came along. A father and 
son originally opened the restaurant in 
2008, and Joe joined them a short time 
later.

“They were having some issues and 
wanted to hire someone to come in and 
kind of rework it and fix it for them,” Joe 
said. Later, he and the owner of the build-
ing bought them out.

And then almost five years ago, Joe was 
able to buy out his partner, and now he is 
in his fifth year as 100 percent owner of 
Fish Creek.

Before Fish Creek, Joe had worked at 
a number of restaurants, and felt he had a 
good grasp of how to operate the business. 
Back then he would work at a restaurant 
that could clearly do something the cus-
tomer wanted, “but we weren’t doing it 
because the people in charge are saying ‘no, 
we’re only doing this.’”

“I was always keeping in myself when-
ever I own one, if someone has to wait an 
extra five or 10 minutes to give them exactly 
what they want, I’d rather just give them 
exactly what they want,” he said.

Under Joe’s stewardship, the restaurant 
(and menu) thrived and grew, becoming a 
hub of activity not just for diners, but for 
fundraisers and other community events.

“What I originally did [was] being here 
all the time talking to all the customers, 
giving them what they wanted,” he said.

His service orientation led to the 
growth of Fish Creek and, at the same time, 
demands on Joe. He decided to expand, 
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ALEDO ISD

Bearcat Growth Committee recommends bond proposal

A Forensic Fairy Tale

Board to vote Thursday 
on ballot proposition
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

After meeting 10 times since 
January, Aledo ISD’s Bearcat 
Growth Committee met one last 
time Thursday, Aug. 1, to finalize a 
bond proposal that would be taken 
to the school board Aug. 8. (Editor’s 
note: The Aug. 8 school board meet-
ing is after our press time for this 
week’s issue. Watch our website for 
updates.)

With a unanimous vote, the 
group agreed to propose:
• a new middle school;
• a new elementary school;

• major renovation of Aledo Middle 
School;

• renovation of McAnally 
Intermediate into an elementary 
campus;

• renovation of Vandagriff 
Elementary into an early child-
hood campus;

• new furniture for Stuard, Coder 
and McCall elementaries;

• land for future school locations; 
and

• buses to meet future transporta-
tion needs.

The total estimated price tag for 
these projects is $149.95 million. 
Issuing bonds to cover that cost 
would require no increase in the dis-
trict’s I&S (Interest & Sinking Fund) 

tax rate, which would remain at 42.5 
cents per $100 in property value.

In fact, due to changes approved 
during the 2019 session of the Texas 
Legislature, Aledo ISD’s overall tax 
rate will drop by just over 10 cents 
for next year, from $1.595 per $100 
in value to $1.4933. That means 
on an average home in Aledo ISD, 
valued at $290,165, school property 
taxes will go down by $295 com-
pared to last year.

The key factor in the dis-
trict’s bond capacity is values. The 
appraised value of property in Aledo 
ISD, released July 25 by the Parker 
County Appraisal District, went up 
more than $560.3 million this year. 
That 17.87 percent increase is due 

not only to reappraisal, but to con-
struction, as new houses and busi-
nesses continue to go up throughout 
the school district.

That growth is also driving the 
need for more schools. The dis-
trict expects to see about 400 more 
students next year, with that num-
ber gradually increasing each year 
as developments like Walsh and 
Morningstar continue to fill up.

This year’s increase in values 
would allow the district to issue up 
to $157.5 million in bonds without 
a tax increase, but committee mem-
bers were unanimous in their desire 
not to “max out” on the proposal.

By coming in nearly $8 million 
below that number, the district 

reserves bond capacity for future 
building programs. Keeping the tax 
rate where it is will generate funds to 
pre-pay and refinance bonds, saving 
interest and reducing debt faster.

Increased values give 
options

Back in May, the group had fairly 
well settled on $141 million worth 
of projects that could be done with-
out raising the tax rate. Given the 
increased values, they expanded that 
to include a more extensive renova-
tion for Aledo Middle School as well 
as furniture, land and buses.

The most expensive item in 

Turn to BGC, page A3

PARKER COUNTY

Clear the 
Shelter set 
for Aug. 17
Weatherford shelter 
looking for adopters, 
volunteers
Staff ReportsThe Community News

The Weatherford/Parker 
County Animal Shelter is pre-
paring for the annual nation-
wide “Clear the Shelters” event, 
hoping to find homes for the 
animals that have been taken 
in. The event will be run from 
9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
Aug 17. The shelter is locat-
ed at 403 Hickory Lane in 
Weatherford.

In addition, the shelter is 
looking for about 50 volunteers 
to help with the expected influx 
of people looking to adopt their 
next family member.

For information about 
volunteering, email awool-
nough@weatherfordtx.gov or 
call 817-598-4111.

For more information 
about the national event, visit 
cleartheshelters.com.

Aledo Forensics and 
Criminal Law students 
run a crime scene  
investigation
By Jeri PetersenThe Community News

Editor’s Note: This article was 
written at the end of the last school 
year. We held it until now as a spark 
toward the beginning of the new 
school year.

At about 8:40 a.m. on Monday, 
May 20, suspicious activity was 
reported in a grassy area adjacent to 
the Agricultural Sciences Building at 
Aledo High School. A dog reportedly 
found bones, and ten shallow graves 
were subsequently discovered.

Officers who took the call were 
Aledo High School Criminal Law 
students, who at the time were 
unaware that they were about to be 
involved in a crime scene enactment 
in cooperation with the Forensics 
classes. 

They went immediately to secure 
the site and called Forensics to 
investigate. The Forensics classes, 
taught by Korie Kiser, had gathered 
in the cafeteria to leave for what they 
thought was a field trip. They did 
indeed take a trip to the field by the 
Ag Building to begin investigating 
an apparent crime scene. 

More than 100 Forensics stu-
dents waited behind the police tape 
for the first responders to finish 
assessing the scene for evidence and 
possible witnesses. Before arriving at 
the scene, the students were divided 
into 10 teams, each consisting of two 
team captains/recorders, evidence 
technicians, an evidence log-keep-
er, a forensic sketch artist, crime 
scene photographers, a photography 
log-keeper, and an impression evi-
dence technician. One or two parent 
volunteers assisted each team.

The forensics teams received a 
case summary describing the dis-
appearance over the last few years 
of seven dwarfs who worked at a 
secret diamond mine. They were 
friends with a young woman named 
Snow White, whose marriage to a 

prince had gone sour because of the 
prince’s vanity. Snow White began 
visiting her dwarf friends more reg-
ularly, becoming especially attracted 
to one dwarf named Dopey. Rumors 
surfaced that Snow White secretly 
met with a witch known for making 
poison apples, possibly to eliminate 
the other dwarfs. The bones found in 
the field appeared to be human, not 
animal bones, suggesting a possible 
connection to the missing dwarfs.

CSI in action
Roy Burns, who teaches the 

Principles of Law, Public Safety, 
Corrections and Security (Aledo 

Law) class at the high school, mid-
dle school, and ninth grade cam-
pus, supervised his first-period high-
school student officers in securing 
the scene with yellow crime scene 
tape and in keeping a log of every 
person who entered and left the 
scene. His second-period fresh-
man class remained on the scene as 
Forensics students began to collect 
and bag evidence. 

The Forensics teams were pro-
vided shovels, gloves, measuring 
tapes, plaster of Paris mix, and evi-
dence-collection materials for their 
investigation. Nine of the graves 
contained skeletons; one contained 

a broken mirror. 

Senior Mackenzie Bullock, whose 
stepfather, Clint Robinson, is the 
Aledo ISD Police Department offi-
cer at Aledo High School, described 
what investigators can learn from 
skeletal remains.

“After this, we’ll take all the bones 
we’ve collected and put them back 
together so we can take measure-
ments of the body to check whether 
it was male or female, which we can 
tell by the structure of the skull and 
the pelvis,” she said. “From the bones 
we can tell race, approximate height, 

JERI PETERSEN/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Law students James Porter, Logan Reiter, and Kevin Thieman secure the crime scene
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Pay hike to help Aledo 
‘attract and keep the very 
best’
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

Teachers in Aledo ISD can 
expect at least a $3,700 raise next 
year if the budget proposed at 
Monday’s school board workshop 
wins approval. 

That final vote should come 
Aug. 27.

The pay hike, which would affect 
nearly 700 teachers, administrative 
and professional, clerical and auxil-
iary employees, would amount to a 
6.2 percent overall increase in payroll 
costs, which make up the lion’s share 
of the district’s $56.3 million budget.

It would also put Aledo ISD 
near the top among the high-
est-paid districts in the area and 
would increase starting teacher pay 
from $51,500 to $55,000.

“The success of our children 
depends to a large extent on the qual-

ity of the people we have in the class-
room,” superintendent Dr. Susan 
Bohn told the board at Monday’s 
workshop. “It’s important to try and 
increase our standing in the market 
so that we are competitive.”

Aledo looks to benefit hand-
somely from the state’s new school 
finance legislation, as both property 
values and student population are 
on the rise. That makes the raise pos-
sible even as the Maintenance and 
Operations (M&O) tax rate drops by 
more than 10 cents this year.

“With increased funding from 
HB 3, we have an opportunity to 
have a significant impact on where 
Aledo ISD staff is paid within our 
market,” Bohn said. “By the way, 
that was the point of HB 3. The 
legislature reduced the burden 
on the taxpayer and infused more 
funding.”

Both Bohn and finance director 
Earl Husfeld were candid about 
the unknowns still lurking in the 

ALEDO ISD

Board hears 
bond proposal, 
anticipates 
Aug. 19 vote
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

“I think there’s a lot of people 
who love our schools, love our dis-
trict, but just didn’t like the process 
last time. I think what y’all have 
accomplished has changed all that.”

That’s how school board mem-
ber Forrest Collins summed it up 
after the board heard a two-hour-
and-15-minute presentation from 
the Bearcat Growth Committee last 
Thursday.

“This was a committee where 
people were invested, people love 
our district but were not afraid to 
ask the difficult questions,” he said. 
“Y’all addressed equity — where your 
kids learn matters. The other thing 
was the cost. When someone said 
this school costs $70 million, y’all 
didn’t just say okay, you said, ‘Can we 
build it for $60 (million)?’

“My hat’s off to all of you for the 
conversations you’ve had.”

Those conversations, which 
started in January, resulted in a 
$149,950,000 proposal, which the 
board will put to a vote Aug. 19. If 
approved by voters Nov. 5, the funds 
will be used to: 
• build a new middle school for 

$62.5 million,
• renovate Aledo Middle School for 

$33.4 million,
• build a new elementary school for 

$35.8 million,
 • renovate McAnally Intermediate 

into an elementary school for 
$9.6 million,

 • renovate Vandagriff Elementary 
into an early childhood campus 
for $1.7 million,

Turn to BOND, page A3

ALEDO ISD

Workshop: Board reviews plans for raises, curriculum, budget, ag barn

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Reese Carlson, Emily Pry, and Janel Mickman (from left) prepared to take their school supplies to their 
lockers at Trinity Christian Academy’s Student Day on Aug. 13. The girls are starting their junior year. 
Additional photos can be found on page A8.

PreParation

Turn to VBALL, page B8

WILLOW PARK

Funding approved for Fort Worth water line
Interest rate gives  
taxpayers a break
By Randy KeckThe Community News

Willow Park Mayor Doyle Moss 
anounced that the Texas Water 
Development Board has approved fund-
ing the loan that will bring Fort Worth 
water from Fort Worth to Willow Park 
and Hudson Oaks.

The announcement came at the 
Tuesday, Aug. 13 city council meeting in 
the mayor’s comments at the end of the 
meeting.

City Administrator Byran Grimes 
tagged on to the announcement, saying 
the TWDB if financing the roughly $13.7 
million loan at a rate of .95 percent fixed 
for 30 years.

“That’s about as close to cash as you’re 
going to get,” Grimes added.

The loan will be shared with Hudson 
Oaks, with Willow Park paying 52 per-
cent, and Hudson Oaks paying 48 percent.

Once completed, the water line will 
provide Willow Park with an additional 
3.5 million gallons per day of capacity. 
Added to the city’s current capacity of 
1.6-1.8 million gallons per day, the Fort 
Worth water will almost triple the city’s 
capacity.

During the city council meeting, the 
council unanimously approved a site 
plan for The Well church, to be located 
on Willow Crossing Drive. Phase I of the 
project will be a 5,900 sq. ft. worship 
facility and classrooms.

The council approved a cement-
board finish and vinyl-clad windows on 
the south side of the structure, in antic-
ipation of a Phase II in the future. The 
temporary materials will have a shelf life 
of five years.

The council also approved a re-plat in 
the 100-block of Willow Bend, and autho-
rized Moss to appoint an Emergency 
Management Coordinator for the city.

The city’s next council meeting is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 27.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Four Aledo High School members of the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes led the Pledge of Allegiance at Tuesday’s 
Willow Park City Council meeting. Pictured are (from left) 
Jack Tregallas, Dalton Rapp, Jurrien Loftin, and McKay 
Peterson.

WILLOW PARK

Council 
takes first 
hard look 
at budget
Fire, police, want to add 
personnel, but might not 
be this year
By Randy KeckThe Community News

Willow Park department heads 
have been busy the last several 
weeks preparing figures for next 
year’s city budget, and in some 
cases, walking back requested 
increases.

At a budget workshop 
on Tuesday, Aug. 13, City 
Administrator Bryan Grimes said 
the city is working to provide raises 
to existing city staff in the coming 
year, but requests for staff increases 
on the part of the police and fire 
departments may have to wait.

Court Administrator Michelle 
Lowe was first to present, and 
requested an overall increase of 
about $1,368 for her department. 
She anticipates a drop in revenue of 
about $50,000 in the coming year, 
primarily from traffic citations.

Finance Director Candy Scott 
told the council that the Court 
Department will need a new file 
server and some new personal 
computers to implement a change 
in software the department is tran-
sitioning to.

The bulk of the remainder of 
the workshop was dedicated to 
public safety — notably staffing 
the Willow Park Fire and Police 
Departments.

Fire Chief Mike Lenoir said his 
initial request was to add six fire-
fighters. The request went down 
to two, and then to zero before 
he went line-by-line through his 
department’s budget requests for 
the coming year.

Turn to FIRE, page A2

New Homes
Almost 100 pets find new home 
at Clear the Shelters.

PAGE A8

Got Shoes
More than 200 students get 
shoes, backpacks, and -ouch! - 
immunizations.
PAGE A8

Tune-Up Time
Bearcats prep for first full scrim-
mage against Byron Nelson.
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Hall-of-Famer
AHS head volleyball coach 
Claire Gay named to Arlington 
High School Hall of Fame.
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ALEDO ISD

District receives 
“A” grade from 
TEA
District attributes gains 
to Instructional Focus
Staff ReportsThe Community News

Aledo ISD received its district 
rating and campus distinctions 
Wednesday, Aug. 14, from the 
Texas Education Agency. Aledo ISD 
earned an overall accountability rat-
ing of “A” and a score of 95 based 
on data from the 2018-2019 school 
year. In addition, the District earned 
an “A” in each domain of the system, 
representing marked increases in 
the number of students meeting or 
exceeding annual academic growth 
targets.

The ratings are issued in three 
“domains;” Student Achievement, 
School Progress, and Closing the 
Gaps.

Student achievement at the high 
school, k-12, and districts is based 
on STAAR results, CCMR (College, 
Career, and Military Readiness), and 
graduation rate. For elementary and 
middle school campuses, the rating 
is based strictly on STAAR scores.

School Progress is based on two 
factors, Academic Growth (results 
that maintain performance or meet 
growth expectations on STAAR) and 
Relative Performance (the achieve-
ment of all students relative to 
districts or campuses with similar 
socioeconomic statuses.)

Closing the Gaps measures how 
well students of particular groups 
are performing. Groups could be 
based on such factors as ethnicity, 
economically disadvantaged, special 
education, and other factors.

Every campus in the district 
received an “A” except McAnally 
Intermediate School and Walsh 
Elementary School.

McAnally’s grade was hurt based 
on its Academic Growth score. 
Aledo ISD Assistant Superintendent 
for Curriculum Amber Crissey 
explained to The Community News 
that McAnally had actually made 
a great deal of improvement from 
2018 to 2019, moving its score from 
63 to 70 in Part A of that calculation, 
and from 63-79 in Part B. Overall, 
the campus was one point shy of an 
“A” grade.

The Walsh score was hurt by 
its performance in the “Closing the 
Gaps” area. Crissey said failure to 
meet performance on any single sub-
group will bring down the entire 
score in that area.

Though deemed a “property-rich” 
school district, the Aledo ISD has its 
share of economically disadvantaged 
students — 14.2 percent of the dis-
trict’s students fall into that category.

During the 2018-2019 school 
year, the Aledo ISD Board of Trustees 
adopted a District Instructional 

ALEDO ISD

Board calls 
for bond 
vote Nov. 5
Ballot measure increases 
capacity by 2,000-plus 
with no tax rate increase
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

The Aledo ISD board of trustees 
unanimously approved a resolution 
Monday calling for a Nov. 5 bond 
election.

On the ballot will be a 
$149,950,000 bond issue that will 
build two new schools and renovate 
three others, increasing the district’s 
student capacity by more than 2,000 
students at the elementary and 
intermediate levels, without raising 
the district’s debt service tax rate.

AISD’s maintenance and opera-
tions (M&O) tax rate is falling by at 
least 10 cents this year due to a state 
reform of the school finance system.

The bond proposal is the work 
of the Bearcat Growth Committee, 
a 38-member group that has been 
meeting since January to look at 
demographics, finances and needs, 
and work with a consulting architect 
to see what could be done while leav-
ing the debt service tax rate where it 
is, at 42.5 cents.

Committee member Mercedes 
Mayer was one of three BGC mem-
bers who also participated in a 2017 
bond planning process, which did 
not win voter approval. She said this 
year’s process was different in many 
respects.

“We had a lot more time to digest 
information,” she said. “The process 
in 2017 was quite condensed, quite 
rushed. We are very grateful to have 
eight months and 10 meetings.”

Suspect caught on video
Parker County Sheriff’s OfficeSpecial to The Community News

The Parker County Sheriff ’s 
Office is seeking the public’s assis-
tance in identifying and locating 
the suspects in connection with 
two theft and burglary cases in 
Aledo.

Sheriff Larry Fowler said two 
suspects were caught on home 
security camera taking a package 
from the porch of a residence in 
the 200-block of Parkview Drive. 

The homeowner reported on 
Aug. 16 that on the previous day, 
unknown suspects took a package 
which was delivered to the home. 

In the video, the suspects are 
seen pulling up to the home in 

a white, four-door, extended cab 
Ford F-150 pickup. The passenger 
exited the truck, ran to the porch, 
took the package, and returned to 
the truck, fleeing the area. 

The passenger is described as 
a white male, approximately 40 to 
50 years of age, about 6-feet tall, 
bald, wearing a backward Nike 
ball cap, a dark sweatshirt with 
the word “Jordan” across the front 
with a red stripe, dark shorts, 
wrist bands, and white tennis 
shoes. He had tattoos on his left 
wrist and arm and is wearing a 
large ring on his left ring finger. 

A possibly related burglary 
was reported in the 400-block of 
Taos Court East, when the resi-
dents left the garage door open 

and the suspect(s) stole a weed 
eater and a lawn blower. 

Investigators with the Sheriff ’s 
Criminal Investigations Division 
want to caution the public to lock 
their residences, sheds, garages 
and vehicles. 

“Unlocked homes, storage 
buildings, and cars are easy tar-
gets,” Fowler said. “Most suspects 
will bypass homes and cars if 
they are locked. You can pre-
vent being a victim by making a 
habit of locking doors regularly. 
Have your packages delivered to 
a trusted source when someone 
will be home to collect the pack-
age, invest in a lock box or have 
them delivered to the post office 
to be picked up.”

ALEDO

Help sought to solve home burglaries

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Home burglaries in Aledo were caught 
on security video.

TONY EIERDAM/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Young fans Erik Montes (left) and Gage Wilborn display how many autographs each got on his respec-
tive poster at the Meet the Bearcats and Ladycats event last week. More photos can be found on page 
B5.

TONY EIERDAM/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo High School senior Tory Thurman works on her parking spot in front of Bearcat Stadium on 
Monday morning, a day before school began. Painting parking places is an annual ritual for AHS 
seniors.Turn to GRADES, page A3 Turn to BOND, page A2
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THE COMMUNITY NEWS
Fall Sports 2019 August 30, 2019 TCN

• Aledo Bearcats Football• Aledo Ladycats Volleyball• Aledo Racketcats Tennis• Aledo Cross Country• Aledo Golf• TCA Football• TCA Volleyball

Wade Williams rips a two-fisted backhand during Aledo’s home opener.

ALEDO

Council OKs $4 million-plus wastewater project

WILLOW PARK

The WrighT sTuff
Former Dallas Cowboys Pro 
Football Hall of Fame mem-
ber Rayfield Wright hosting 
celebrity golf tournament
By Tony EierdamThe Community News

Feeling a longtime need to bring the 
people in his community together for a 
good cause, former Dallas Cowboys All-
Pro and Pro Football Hall of Fame offen-
sive tackle Rayfield Wright is hosting a 
celebrity golf tournament in Willow Park.

The inaugural Rayfield Wright 
Celebrity Golf Tournament will be held 
at 1 p.m. Monday, Oct. 14 at Squaw Creek 
Golf Course in Willow Park.

Proceeds from the tournament, which 
will include auction items signed by for-
mer Cowboys and Pro Football Hall of 
Fame members, will benefit both the 
Willow Park police and fire departments.

In addition to Wright, who played in 
six Pro Bowls, other popular Cowboys and 
Hall of Famers include Billy Joe Dupree, 
Bob Lilly, Chad Henning, Charles Haley, 
Cliff Harris, D.D. Lewis, Drew Pearson, Ed 
“Too Tall” Jones, Everson Walls, Lincoln 
Coleman, Aledo resident and current 
Cowboys deep snapper L.P. Ladouceur, 
“Mean” Joe Greene, Mel Renfro, Aledo resi-
dent and former Texas Longhorn and green 
Bay Packers receiver Jermichael Finley, 
Reggie Barnes, Rodrigo Barnes, and more.

There will also be autographed jerseys 
signed by Wright, Greene, Joe Montana, 
Dak Prescot, Zeke Elliott, and Haley.

Registration is ongoing, as are spon-
sorships.

“It is a tremendous honor for me to 
put on this first golf classic for the ben-
efit of the police department and fire 
department of the City of Willow Park,” 
Wright said. “What these young women 
and men do each and every day — with 
the sacrifices they make each day — it is 
very important for the community and 
surrounding area and the citizens who 
live here for their protection, their safety 
and security.” 

Wright said he had spent the past few 
years trying to figure out what he could 
do for the community. He has been a 
Willow Park resident for 21 years.

“I am excited about it,” he said. “I want-
ed to do something for the simple reasons 
that these departments have assisted me 
in so many different ways, and they have 
been right on the spot. When anyone has 
accidents or issues at home — especially in 
this area — the first call that is made is to 
the police department. 

“That security within itself is very 
important, not just to me, but also to the 
citizens in our community. I love living 
in Willow Park because of the people, 
and I have met so many people here that 
have become friends. It is very import-
ant to me to have a relationship with 
my neighbors, and they have been very 
helpful. This tournament is to give back 
to the community that has helped me in 
so many ways.”

KEITH HOMAN

Rayfield Wright is shown in a 2016 parade in Canton, 
Ohio, 10 years after entering the NFL Hall of Fame. 
Wright is hosting a charity celebrity golf tournament 
on Oct. 14 at Squaw Creek Golf Course in Willow Park. 
Wright has been a resident of Willow Park for 21 years.

32-page Fall Sports Guide in 
this issue!

Turn to WRIGHT, page 5

By Bob BuckelThe Community News

The Aledo city council 
Thursday evening okayed a multi-
year wastewater project that will 
build more than 5,000 feet of pipe-
line and install a new lift station to 
serve the city’s growing residential 
population.

Voting unanimously, the coun-
cil approved a contract with the 
engineering firm Freese & Nichols 
for $480,802 to design and man-
age the project, acquire right-of-
way and permits, and handle the 
environmental evaluations.

Total cost of the project will be 
$4,028,400, funded by a low-in-
terest loan through the Texas 
Water Development Board.

“The recommended route min-
imizes the environmental impact 
and uses existing right-of-way to 
the greatest extent possible,” Ryan 
Opgenorth of Freese & Nichols 
told the council.

The engineering firm has 
already evaluated four possible 
routes as well as other locations for 
the lift station. The recommended 
site uses space at the existing lift 
station, while most of the pipeline 
will be installed in right-of-way the 
city already owns.

It will require a tunnel under 
the railroad tracks.

In a separate motion, the coun-
cil voted to apply to the Texas 

Water Development Board for 
funding for the project.

Mark Evans, a funding special-
ist, introduced himself to the coun-
cil and noted he had joined Freese 
& Nichols about 11 months ago 
after nine years with the TWDB.

“The agency has existed 
since 1957 to assist communities 
like Aledo in getting lower cost 

financing than you can get on the 
open market,” he said. He noted 
a TWDB subsidy would bring 
Aledo’s average rate to 0.4 percent 
for a 20-year loan.

“Basically your rate would be 
zero percent for a number of years 
going forward,” he said.

Aledo’s project information 
form has already been submit-

ted and accepted, he said, and 
a pre-application conference with 
TWDB has been held.

“We’ve already started compil-
ing the application with TWDB’s 
online tool,” he noted. “Once 
it’s complete, there’s a technical 
review. At the end of that, TWDB’s 

ALEDO ISD

Board approves 
budget, tax rate
State redo allows 10-cent 
rate reduction
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

It’s official: The property tax rate 
in Aledo ISD will be 10 cents lower for 
the coming year.

That’s right. Lower.
The reduction, unanimously 

approved by the Aledo ISD board of 
trustees Tuesday night, is possible due 
to increased state funding for public 
education as a result of House Bill 3.

The board approved the 2019-
2020 budget and a tax rate of $1.4933 
after a required public hearing, much 
of which was spent explaining why 
district officials don’t feel it’s prudent 
to cut the tax rate further.

The main reasons? Explosive 
growth, the community’s desire to 
maintain quality, and the ongoing 
uncertainty in state funding. The new 
law was only signed in June and the 
Texas Education Agency is still flesh-
ing out the details.

With the lower rate, property own-
ers whose values stayed the same will 
see about a $250 drop in school taxes 
on a $250,000 house. But for most, 
values went up. Overall values in Aledo 
ISD rose by almost 18 percent this 
year, the result of new construction 
as well as the reappraisal of existing 
property.

Earl Husfeld, the district’s chief 
financial officer, explained to the 
crowd that school finance is consider-
ably more complex than that of other 
entities. In an effort to create equity 
throughout the state, school districts 
that reduce local property taxes are, in 
essence, penalized by the state, he said.

“Based on my experience, if we did 
reduce our local tax rate… there’s a 
good chance the state would reduce 
our state revenue by a corresponding 
amount — dollar-for-dollar,” he said. 
“I would recommend that you not do 
that, at least until we know what the 
state’s going to do.”

The proposed budget, which totals 
a little more than $77 million, grants 

TONI FISHER/SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo Mayor Kit Marshall (center) presented a proclamation honoring the Zonta Club of Parker County at the 
Aug. 22 city council meeting. Zonta awarded scholarships to Aledo ISD seniors. Shown (from left) are Zonta 
members Dr. Arlene Atkins, Tanya Hodges, Marshall, Peggy Hutton, and Sheri Fergason.

Turn to ALEDO, page 2

Turn to ISD, page 3
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CYNTHIA LLEWELLYN/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Keeley Mankey performs with the Aledo High School Colorguard during halftime of the Aledo-Denton Guyer 
football game on Aug. 30. Spirit photos return this week on page B4.

Looking Like FaLL

The cost of keeping the public safe

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Emma Vidal is shown with her 
new companion, Lulu, at a team 
roping event held on June 15 to 
raise money for Emma’s medical 
expenses.

Emma 
Vidal to be 
honored at 
annual Trot
By Randy KeckThe Community News

The Thanksgiving Trot plan-
ning committee has announced 
that Emma Vidal and her family 
will be the recipients of this year’s 
5K and 1K races on Nov. 28.

Vidal is a 10-year-old stu-
dent at Vandagriff Elementary 
School who was diagnosed with 
Leukemia in February. Since 
that time, the community and 
her classmates at Vandagriff 
Elementary School have held a 
series of fundraisers and events 
to support the family as Emma 
undergoes three years of expen-
sive chemotherapy treatments.

“We’re pretty excited about 
it — we’re blown away by the 
support of the community,” said 
Emma’s mother, Kristen. “We’ve 
gotten support from so many peo-
ple we don’t even know.”

Emma is starting a new phase 
of treatment this week. Kristen 
said she and her husband, 
Manuel, take off of work each 
week to be with Emma during her 
chemotherapy infusions.

“We’ve hit a few bumps in 
the road, but Emma has gotten 
through them,” Kristen said.

The Thanksgiving Trot was 
started in 2011 with the concept 
of selecting a recipient from the 
community who has been hit with 
a major medical crisis. The ini-
tial run in 2011 was to benefit 
Marcia Walters, who received a 
lung transplant.

Catastrophic illness can dev-
astate families financially even 
if they have insurance. The 
Thanksgiving Trot has raised 

Willow Park council 
members searching for 
ways to add personnel
By Randy KeckThe Community News

As the Willow Park City 
Council continued its process of 
developing a budget for the com-
ing year, members struggled to 
find dollars to add personnel to 

the city’s police and fire depart-
ments at a workshop on Aug. 27.

Willow Park is one of only 
two cities in Parker County that 
supports both police and fire 
departments. The city’s reve-
nues for operations come from 
two primary sources: M&O 
(Maintenance & Operations) 
property taxes, and sales taxes 
collected in the city.

Capital expenditures such as 

road construction and facili-
ties are paid for from a sepa-
rate I&S (Interest & Sinking) 
property tax.

In looking at the city’s 
available funds, City 
Administrator Bryan Grimes 
told the council that public 
safety expense actually con-
sumes more money than the 

Turn to SAFETY, page A2

M&O Revenue $1,502,185

Sales Tax Revenue $1,150,000

Total: $2,652,185

Fire Department $1,120,046

Police Department $1,368,847

Total: $2,488,893

ALEDO ISD

Godly 
growth

Aledo High School 
Coaches Outreach  
program entering its 
fifth year under  
facilitator Jeff Brazzell

By Tony EierdamThe Community News

Aledo High School coaches 
have been meeting at the class-
room near the training room at 
the AHS field house since 2015 
for a program called “Coaches 
Outreach,” and this year the pro-
gram’s leader, Jeff Brazzell, feels 
it will only grow.

This year, for the first time, 
the AHS female coaches have 
been invited to the group. 

According to its web site, 
Coaches Outreach is a non-de-
nominational, para-church 
ministry that exists to “impact 
communities through the Christ-
like leadership of coaches trans-
formed by Biblical truth.” The 
program equips coaches through 
relevant hands-on Bible studies 
written just for coaches.

Brazzell, the program facil-
itator, has been involved in the 
program at AHS since the fall 
of 2015. Brazzell is a life-long 
Aledo resident who was already 
involved with the AHS football 
program before starting Coaches 
Outreach at AHS.

“The founder, Tommy 
Maxwell, started this in 1987 
with a group of coaches from 
the Texas High School Coaches 
Association,” Brazzell said. 
“Tommy was a football player 
who played for Bear Bryant and 
in the NFL for the Baltimore 
Colts.”

Brazzell explained how he got 
involved at Aledo, where he also 
serves as an adult mentor to the 
student athletes.

“I was approached by a for-
mer Aledo coach, Mike Snead, in 
2015 and he asked if I would be 
interested,” he said. “He knew I 
was already out here mentoring 
kids and hanging around the pro-
gram. We met and talked, and I 
got certified to do it.

Turn to COACHES, page A3

Turn to EMMA, page A2

PARKER COUNTY

groundbreaking in 
every sense

Animal shelter teams with  
Weatherford College
By Randy KeckThe Community News

The Weatherford/Parker County Animal Shelter 
and Weatherford College broke ground in more ways 
than one when they joined for a groundbreaking cer-
emony for a new medical and surgical center on the 
site of the animal shelter.

The two entities are joining forces in a way that is 
unprecedented in the state or nation.

Dustin Deel, director of the shelter, provided some 
background to the local dignitaries and community 
supporters that were gathered at the ceremony on Aug. 
23. Deel said that in 2014, he and Dr. Kent Glen, the 
veterinarian who provides services at the clinic, were 
looking for ways to provide more medical services to the 
increasing numbers of animals coming into the shelter.

“So we started spaying and neutering more and 
more animals — more and more every year,” Deel 
said. “And it got to the point where now we’re spay-
ing and neutering between 80 and 120 animals each 
week.”

The procedures were done in a space of about 300 
square feet.

“If you can imagine the chaos, I got two tables, I 
got Dr. Glen working on an animal here while they’re 
prepping the other table, he turns around, he works 
on the other side on this animal. Well, they take that 
animal, lay it on the floor. Literally, there are animals 
everywhere. They’re on tables, they’re on counter-
tops, they’re on the floors, there is just no space in 
that place. So we knew we had a problem,” Deel said.

A facility needs assessment revealed that the shel-
ter needed about five times as much space to provide 
adequate medical care to the animal population.

Turn to SHELTER, page A2

Copyright 2018, The Community News

Volume 29, Number 37Published Weekly

Unsung Heroes  AHS Trainers featured, A6
S e p t e m b e r  1 3 - 1 9 ,  2 0 1 9  · w w w . c o m m u n i t y - n e w s . c o m  · 7 5  c e n t s

THE COMMUNITY NEWS
Serving Aledo · the Annettas · Hudson Oaks · Willow Park, Texas

EX-STUDENTS’ 
ASSOCIATION 
BANQUET
The Aledo ISD Ex-Students’ 
Association will hold its ban-
quet on Saturday, Oct. 5, at 
the Don R. Daniel Ninth Grade 
Campus cafetorium. Visitation 
will begin at 4:30 p.m. and the 
meal will be served at 6 p.m.

All ex-students of Aledo ISD 
are encouraged to attend.

The cost will be $20, which 
covers the meal, expenses and 
$3 for dues.

If you did not receive an 
invitation, and would like to 
attend, send a note to Aledo 
Ex-Student’s Assn., P. 0 . Box 
737, Aledo, Texas 76008.

For more information, call 
Lillian Haile at 817-441-8862.

PARKER COUNTY

North 
Texas 
Giving Day 
returns
Annual event ramps  
up local giving
By Randy KeckThe Community News

If it’s September, it’s North Texas 
Giving Day time.

Some 38 organizations in Parker 
County stand to benefit from the 
annual gift-giving program organized 
by the Communities Foundation of 
Texas (CFT). By visiting northtex-
asgiving.org, people in the commu-
nity can donate to their favorite local 
non-profit organizations, and the 
CFT will add additional monetary 
prizes and in-kind donations to sup-
plement the donations.

Of the 38 Parker County causes, 
several are more local to east Parker 
County, including the Flourishing 
Tree of Life, Fort Worth Amputee 
Coalition, Gathering Hope, East 
Parker County Library, Allie’s Haven 
Animal Rescue, Cattailz.org, Aledo 
Young Life, Safe Harbor Counseling 
Center, Trinity Christian Academy, 
and Lifeline Chaplaincy.

Since its inception, North Texas 
Giving Day has grown in both par-
ticipation and in dollars raised.

Turn to GIVING, page A2

WILLOW PARK

Next step taken in water process
Notice of intent  
approved by council
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The process of bringing water 
to Willow Park and Hudson 
Oaks took one more step forward 
Tuesday night, Sept. 10, when the 

city council approved posting the 
notice to issue certificates of obli-
gation.

Technically, the council has 
already approved the expenditure 
and has also approved borrowing 
the funds from the Texas Water 
Development Board for the $13.8 
million project.

The TWDB has approved loan-

ing the money to the city on a 
30-year, fixed-rate note at .095 
percent interest.

City Administrator Bryan 
Grimes told the council it is possi-
ble that rate will be lowered to .075 
percent.

The City of Hudson Oaks has 
agreed to pay 48 percent of the 
note and will receive 48 percent 

of the water allotment from Fort 
Worth.

Before the agreement can be 
consummated, the city is required 
to post notice of its intent to issue 
certificates of obligation. (The 
Community News is Willow Park’s 
official newspaper of record, and 

Turn to WATER, page A2

More Than 

a Library

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Nika Carter (not shown) kept the attention of pre-schoolers at the East Parker County Library on Friday, Sept. 6. For video of the activity, visit 
https://vimeo.com/359417831 or click on the “play” icon in our e-version.

>

EPCL provides numerous services 
for adults and children
By Randy KeckThe Community News

It’s Friday morning and pre-schoolers are 
running about the children’s area because, for 
this moment, they are cars.

While their routes may look more like 
bumper cars, they (and their parents) are hav-
ing a ball — and they are learning. Suddenly 
they stop — there’s a stop sign, and they see 
someone they know. So of course, they roll 
down their windows and wave!

That was the scene on Sept. 6 at the East 
Parker County Library when Nika Carter of 
Just for Kix led the reading and the program.

One of the things they are learning is the 
library is more than just a library — it’s a place 
to learn, to grow, to relax, to print out your 

resumé, or to take a test.
Gone are the days of pin-drop quiet, shoosh-

ing librarians. Sure, there is an environment 
conducive to reading, but it’s also there for 
learning, interacting, and growing.

Head librarian Cathy Mason recently turned 
the reins of the library over to Tracy Lambert 
Jack (in fact, that Friday, Sept. 6, was Jack’s 
fourth fourth day as librarian.)

Mason pointed out that you don’t even have 
to go into the library to make use of the library! 
Once you have a library card, you have access to 
a huge array of e-books that can be checked out 
through the library.

The North Texas Libraries on the Go book 
collection is available to EPCL patrons.

“That’s probably 20,000 titles on there that 
they can access from home and use,” Mason said. 
Those titles range from classics to best-sellers 
to children and teen-oriented books.

Jack said the library coordinates with local 
schools, and typically has book available that 
are on school reading lists. In addition, the 
library has a large number of books for sale at 
bargain prices, and many of those are on read-
ing lists as well.

Not ‘just for kids’
And while EPCL has roughly 20,000 items 

available for loan, that number is multiplied 
when you add in books that are available 
at other libraries in the county. Patrons can 
request books from libraries in Weatherford, 
Springtown, and Azle.

“They can request books from other places 
and the books will come here, so they can pick 
them up here,” Jack said. “I don’t want people to 
necessarily think that the library cannot service 
their book needs.”

Turn to LIBRARY, page A4

Sign Up!
National Voter Registration Day 
is coming Sept. 24.

PAGE A5

Big Time
AHS band and choir have been 
invited to a special event in 
Indianapolis.
PAGE A7

Bye Week
Plenty on the Bearcats despite a 
bye coming up.
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Near Miss
Ladycats volleyball almost takes 
out No. 1 Lucas Lovejoy.
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EX-STUDENTS’ 
ASSOCIATION 
BANQUET
The Aledo ISD Ex-Students’ 
Association will hold its ban-
quet on Saturday, Oct. 5, at 
the Don R. Daniel Ninth Grade 
Campus cafetorium. Visitation 
will begin at 4:30 p.m. and the 
meal will be served at 6 p.m.

All ex-students of Aledo ISD 
are encouraged to attend.

The cost will be $20, which 
covers the meal, expenses and 
$3 for dues.

If you did not receive an 
invitation, and would like to 
attend, send a note to Aledo 
Ex-Student’s Assn., P. 0 . Box 
737, Aledo, Texas 76008.

For more information, call 
Lillian Haile at 817-441-8862.

ALEDO

Bearcat Park 
vandalized
Park should be  
re-open by Friday
By Randy KeckThe Community News

Caution tape now surrounds the 
entrance to Bearcat Park after van-
dals struck on Saturday night, Sept. 
14.

The park and playground, located 
just south of McAnally Intermediate 
School, suffered major damage to 
fences, picnic tables, park structures, 
and trees surrounding the park.

A city official told The Community 
News that numerous beer cans were 
found on the grounds, as well as 
broken glass from the sign at the 
entrance to the park. Picnic tables 
and the portable toilet at the loca-
tion were overturned and fences had 
been knocked down and smashed.

Due to the nature of the damage, 
officials feel the perpetrators must 
be at least high school age.

Bearcat Park was built by com-
munity volunteers in 2004. It orig-
inated as a project of the Aledo 
AdvoCats, who held community 
meetings to receive input from the 
community as to the design of the 
park, aided by consultants. Dena 
Kangas headed the committee.

Once designed, the entire park 
was built by community volunteers 
in four days, and shortly afterward 
the City of Aledo assumed ownership 
and responsibility for it. The park 
was later named for Bob Harmon, 
long-time principal at McAnally 
Intermediate School.

Toni Fisher, parks director for the 
city, said the estimate of the damage 
is more than $2,000. On the good 
news side, she said the city plans to 
have the park re-opened by Friday 
afternoon, Sept. 20.

Turn to VANDALIZED, page A3

AISD superintendent 
gets three years at $210K
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

After a year on the job, Aledo 
ISD superintendent Dr. Susan 
Bohn saw her contract renewed 
for three years on a 7-0 vote at 
Monday’s school board meeting.

The vote of confidence comes 
after a year of accomplishment, 
in the midst of high hopes for a 
successful bond election this fall 
that will help the district handle its 
growing student population while 

maintaining the high standards 
Aledo ISD is known for.

Bohn’s base pay at $210,000 a 
year is basically unchanged from 
last year. In the North Texas region, 
there are five superintendents 
who make more than $300,000 
a year and 15 who make between 
$200,000 and $300,000. Of that 
group, Bohn ranks 13th.

“I’m really happy to have the 
opportunity to extend the contract 
and have that confidence from the 
board,” she said. “It’s been a great 
first year and I’m looking forward 
to many more. It’s a great start 

to our relationship and our team, 
and I’m happy to get to keep that 
going.”

Bohn came to Aledo in June 
2018 after serving as superinten-
dent of Lockhart ISD for three 
years. Prior to that, she spent nine 
years in Lake Travis ISD as interim, 
deputy and assistant superinten-
dent as well as general counsel. 
She holds a a Bachelor of Arts 
from the University of Texas, a 
Master of Public Affairs from UT’s 
LBJ School of Public Affairs, and 
a Juris Doctorate from the UT law 
school. She also has a Doctorate 

of Educational Leadership from 
Texas Tech University.

Among the milestones in Bohn’s 
first year are AISD becoming a 
District of Innovation, changes in 
grade-point average and class-rank 
calculations, the Bearcat Growth 
Committee that formulated the 
bond proposal after months of 
study, and the Local Government 
Coalition that brought Parker 
County’s governmental leaders 
together as a unified lobbying force 
in Austin during the last legislative 
session.

Board extends Bohn’s contract

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

SPECIAL SPECTACLES: Pam Smith brought a special set of glasses to celebrate the 40th anniversary of 
Willow Park Baptist Church on Sunday, Sept. 15.

Willow Park Baptist 
Church celebrates  
milestone
By Randy Keck
The Community News

First Baptist Church of Willow 
Park celebrated its 40th anni-
versary at a special service on 
Sunday, Sept. 15.  The church was 
established Sept. 16, 1979 as a 
mission outreach of First Baptist 
Church in Weatherford.

Margie Myers, a charter mem-
ber of the church, was featured 
in a video presentation tracing 
the history of the church con-
gregation. She said in the video 
that she was a member of FBC 
Weatherford at the time, and that 
it was a three-year process to get 

the church in Willow Park off the 
ground.

The church started in a tem-
porary facility that the Leonard 
brothers allowed the congrega-
tion to use.

“Everybody did their part,” 
Myers said, recalling that 46 peo-
ple attended that first service on 
Sept. 16, and that 17 of them 
joined the church that Sunday.

Brent Phinney and his wife, 
Georgia, were also interviewed on 
the video. Phinney was the first 
pastor of the church after serving 
as a youth minister in El Paso.

At 32-years-old, “I was super 
excited,” he said.

Myers added “it wasn’t easy, 
but it was exciting.”

Georgia recalled playing 
piano for the congregation and 

continued as the church moved to 
the Willow Park Shopping Center 

WILLOW PARK

40 years and counting

Turn to BOARD, page A2

CORRECTION
In the Sept. 13 issue on page 
A3 we reported that the 
budget being discussed by 
the Willow Park City Council 
would result in a revenue 
increase of 3.5 percent over 
the previous year’s revenues.

The correct number would 
be a 6.2 percent increase.

We regret the error.

WILLARD 
STUARD’S  
80TH BIRTHDAY
Two upcoming events will 
honor the 80th birthday of 
Willard Stuard, namesake of 
Stuard Elementary School.

The school will host “Mr. 
Stuard Day from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 
16, and any former employ-
ees are invited to go by and 
visit.

Then, from 2-5 p.m. on 
Saturday, Oct. 19, his family 
will host a public birthday 
celebration at Overture 
Ridgmar, 6755 Ridgmar 
Blvd. in Fort Worth.

For more informa-
tion on that event, 
visit facebook.com/
events/379257582768464.

Editor’s note: in addition 
to being a former superin-
tendent of Aledo ISD, Mr. 
Stuard actually graduated 
from Aledo High School in a 
class of 12 seniors!

Turn to FBC, page 6C
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Pastor Jonathan Mansur and 
charter member Margie Myers 
prepare for the Prayer of 
Dedication.

Sneezing
At this time of year, ragweed 
may be the culprit.

PAGE A3

Playing it Cool
AHS Jazz Band members, 
percussionists honored.

PAGE A9

District!
Ladycats starting the matches 
that count.
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Football
Bearcats primed for Everman 
after a week off.
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CORRECTION
In last week’s article about 
the 40th anniversary of First 
Baptist Church of Willow Park, I 
mis-identified the church in two 
instances.
The Community News regrets 
the error.

- Randy Keck

Staff ReportsThe Community News

Present and former stu-
dents, teachers, and administra-
tors at Aledo High School are 
busily making preparations for 
Homecoming 2019.

Homecoming week always 
begins with the parade, which 
will start at 6 p.m. Monday, Sept. 
30. The parade route runs south 
along the eastern edge of the AHS 
campus and then turns toward 
Bearcat Stadium (see map in this 
issue).

Parking is available either 
in the lot to the east of Bearcat 
Stadium or on the south side of 
Aledo High School.

A community pep rally follows 

the parade in Bearcat Stadium.

The homecoming game 
against Midlothian begins at 
7:30 p.m. Friday, Oct 4 at Bearcat 
Stadium. Halftime activities will 
include the crowning of both the 
Homecoming Queen and the 
Coming Home Queen, who is 
typically a member of the 50-year 
reunion class.

The Aledo Ex-Students’ 
Association will gather on 
Saturday, Oct. 5, at the Don 
Daniel Ninth Grade Campus. 
Visitation will begin at 4:30 p.m. 
and the meal is at 6 p.m.

For more information about 
the banquet, call Lillian Haile at 
817-441-8862.

WILLOW PARK

Council 
approves 
budget, tax rate
No significant changes 
from budget hearings

After two public budget work-
shops, two budget hearings, and 
a hearing to open Tuesday night’s 
Willow Park City Council meeting, 
the council unanimously approved 
a budget for fiscal year 2019-2020.

During the process only two resi-
dents rose to address the council con-
cerning the budget. The Fiscal Year 
2019-2020 budget will require a tax 
rate of $0.5637, which is unchanged 
from 2018-2019. Because of added 
values in the city, the budget will 
provide about a 6.2 percent increase 
in revenues year-over-year.

On a roll-call vote, both the bud-
get and the tax rate were unan-
imously approved by the council, 
which was missing Mayor Doyle 
Moss. Council member Lea Young 
chaired the meeting.

During the public hearing por-
tion of the meeting, Val Vierling 
spoke to thank the council members 
who answered her emailed ques-
tions.

“We’re ready to put this thing 
to bed,” City Administrator Bryan 
Grimes said before the vote.

Nancy Johnson, the city’s insur-
ance broker, presented options to 
the council for employee health 
insurance benefits. Johnson said the 
city’s current carrier, Blue Cross/
Blue Shield, was the only bidder.

Keeping the same plan the city 
has used, she said, would only result 
in about a 3.64 percent increase in 
premium.

“They’re just rolling over with 
minor changes,” she said.

She also recommended staying 
with the city’s current life insurance 
carrier, Dearborn National. While 
premiums were slightly higher 
than a competing bid, the employ-
ee options were significantly less. 
Dearborn National is a Blue Cross 
company.

The council unanimously 
approved keeping the same employ-
ee health plan.

In other action, the council 
• unanimously voted to appoint Val 
Vierling, Jerry Miller, and Marvin 
Glasgow to the Building and 
Standards Board for two-year terms; 

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Pat Smith checks out the swag bag she received from Aledo AdvoCats’ President Penny Shelton (left) following her inspirational 
talk at the Advocats Help & Hope Luncheon Friday, Sept. 20, at Ridglea Country Club. The first item in the bag was a AdvoCats 
baseball cap. Smith is founder and CEO of Pat Smith Enterprises and “Treasure You,” and co-founder of Pat & Emmitt Smith 
Charities. More photos from the event can be found on page A5.

Turn to COUNCIL, page A3

Homecoming preparation under way in Aledo ISD

GOOGLE EARTH

A community pep rally will follow the parade.

Swag Bag

LOCAL HISTORY

Homer Norris’ legacy on display
Special event set for  
Oct. 6 in Aledo
By Randy KeckThe Community News

When the community lost Homer Norris 
about a year ago, his art remained to remember 
him by. Many others knew him because he was 
the local historian.

But what most of us “newbies” (any of us 

who came later than, say, the mid-1980s) missed 
was his contribution to the archaeological histo-
ry of this area.

Norris was responsible for discovering more 
than 10 local archaeological sites are registered 
with the State of Texas.

 As an artist, Norris would meticulously draw 
images of what he found, and many of those draw-
ings found themselves published in Community, 
one of the precursors of this newspaper.

Among Norris’ finds were an ancient mam-
moth, albino bison, ancient caves, and numer-
ous arrowheads.

His son John, following in his footsteps, 
found the skeleton of a woman in 1985 dating 
back 10,000 years.

Norris daughter, Lanie Garmon, has been 
going through boxes and boxes of notes, draw-
ings, and documentation, and is working to not 

Turn to NORRIS, page A2

Careers
Zach Tarrant steps into new role 
at Overture.

PAGE A6

Big ‘ol D
Bearcats shut down Everman, 
prep for Midlothian.

PAGE B1

Royalty
Senior Court stands ready for 
crowning of Homecoming Queen.
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Good Start
Ladycats volleyball team opens 
district with a win.
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ALEDO

Council 
approves 
budget, tax rate
Deal with animal  
hospital should  
save money
By Bob BuckelThe Community News

Lower rate, more revenue.
It’s a fairly common story in 

this property reappraisal year, in 
Parker County and many others 
across Texas.

It’s especially true in Aledo, 
where the city council Thursday 
night lowered the city’s property 
tax rate more than two cents — 
from last year’s 37.78 cents per 
$100 valuation to 35.45 cents.

Applied to the new proper-
ty values, that rate will bring in 
$238,385 more in revenue.

The total property tax revenue 
of $1,322,068 will help support 
a total budget of $7.933 million: 
$3.247 million for the gener-
al fund, $3.387 million for the 
water & sewer fund, $988,000 
for debt service and $310,395 
for the Economic Development 
Commission.

“I think this is a good budget 
that will serve the citizens of this 
community,” city administrator 
Bill Funderburk told the council 
after a second public hearing in 
which no citizens spoke.

The council had to wait until 
7:51 for council member Spencer 
Perry to arrive and vote. A super-
majority is required to pass the 
tax rate, and council member Kim 
Hiebert was absent.

After Perry’s arrival, motions 
to approve the budget and tax 
rate were quickly approved by 
unanimous vote. The budget takes 
effect Oct. 1.

Animal control addressed
The council also approved 

an agreement with VCA Aledo 
Veterinary Hospital for veteri-
nary services and boarding fees, 
in lieu of contracting with the 
Weatherford Animal Shelter for 
animal control services.

Given that the city usually has 
only a handful of animal control 
calls a year, city staff decided to 
seek prices on quarantine ken-
neling, exams, and rabies vaccina-
tions. The VCA Aledo Veterinary 
Hospital was the only facility to 
respond with a price quote.

In addition, the city is pur-
chasing an animal crate for hold-
ing and transporting animals, a 
lasso noose leash, and a slipknot 
leash. Available staff will round 
up stray animals when necessary, 
and the veterinary hospital will 
be paid only for services rendered.

ALEDO ISD

Chamber backs 
ISD bond 
election
Resolution calls for 
support
Staff ReportsThe Community News

The East Parker County 
Chamber of Commerce Board of 
Directors has voted to issue a res-
olution supporting the upcoming 
Aledo ISD bond election.

Chamber president and CEO 
Lisa Flowers said the board voted 
on the resolution at its last meet-
ing on Sept. 25.

“Part of our strategic plan was 
to support the school in any bonds 
they had,” Flowers added.

The “Resolution in Support of 
2019 Aledo ISD Bond” reads as 
follows:

WHEREAS, the East Parker 
County Chamber of Commerce 
enriches, promotes and advocates 
for business growth that enhanc-
es our members and community; 
and

WHEREAS, the East Parker 
County Chamber of Commerce 
advocates for more workforce 
development & economic growth 
in East Parker County, and

WHEREAS, the Aledo ISD 
school district is the economic 
engine in East Parker County; 
and

WHEREAS, the Aledo ISD 
bond will not create a school dis-
trict tax rate increase; and 

WHEREAS, a school district 
is required by law to hold an 
election and get permission from 
voters to sell bonds for capital 
improvements, and

WHEREAS, 38 community 
members representing a diversi-
ty of demographics and geogra-
phy, including teachers from each 
campus, created and recommend-
ed a bond package, and 

WHEREAS, the Aledo ISD 
is one of the largest employers 
in East Parker County with 725 

Turn to ALEDO, page A3

TONY EIERDAM/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo Rodeo Team Sweetheart Sydney Buchanan (left) and Nicole Altieri, along with other team members, 
represented the team during the Aledo Homecoming Parade on Sept. 27. More parade photos can be found 
on page A5.

Early stage of  
$150 million project
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT) hosted 
an open house public meeting on 
Sept. 26 at the Daniel Ninth Grade 
Campus to provide information and 
receive feedback on a project to 

improve the I-20/I-30 intersection.
Maps and engineering layouts 

were on display, and engineers 
and other TxDOT representatives 
were there to answer questions and 
receive input.

The meeting was just an early 
step in the process which, at this 
point, is not even fully funded. Val 
Lopez, Public Information Officer 
for TxDOT in the Fort Worth office, 
said the organization wants to get 

all environmental and and other 
approval processes out of the way so 
that the project can move forward 
once funding is available.

One of the guidelines of the 
project is to use existing resources 
as much as possible. However, some 
right-of-way acquisition and utility 
adjustments may be necessary.

The scope of the project would 
run from FM 1187 to Markum 
Ranch Road on I-20 and Linkcrest 

on I-30. The project includes recon-
structing frontage roads, three new 
interchanges on I-20 and one on 
I-30, and operational improve-
ments to existing cross streets, main 
lanes, ramps, and auxiliary lanes.

In addition, the project will add 
a 10’ bicyle/pedestrian lane to the 
frontage roads.

Turn to TXDOT, page A3

Staff ReportsThe Community News

The United Way of Parker 
County held two 2019 Campaign 
Kick-Off & Coffee events on 
Friday, Sept. 27. The local event 
was at East Parker Coffee Co. in 
Aledo.

The purpose of the meetings 
was to help support their goal to 
raise more money and awareness 
for the community needs this 
year. 

“Our Goal is to bring aware-
ness to the needs of our com-
munity and to the many partner 
agencies that are stepping up to 
meet those needs, and to raise 
more money to elevate our com-
munity,” said UWPC Executive 
Director Le’ Anne Taylor.

“Our hope is that the Kick-

TRANSPORTATION

TxDOT shows plans for I-20/I-30 intersection

Turn to BOND, page A3

ALEDO

United Way kicks off 2019 campaign

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Attending the United Way of Parker County campaign kickoff at East 
Parker Coffee Company on Sept. 27 were Heidi Wilburn, Melanie Allen 
and Maci, Le’Anne Taylor, Chris Demers, Darin Tubbs, Patrick Lawler, and 
Brittney Huff. Also helping were Emory and Norah.Turn to UNITED, page A3

Always Fun
Annual Lord’s Acre brings a 
crowd to Aledo.

PAGE A9

Pretty in Pink
Annual Pink Luncheon raises 
funds for mammograms.

PAGE A12

Nail Biter
Bearcats come back for overtime 
win against Midlothian
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Unbeaten
Ladycats volleyball finishes first 
half of district unscathed.
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WILLOW PARK

Council approves zoning for 
Willow Park Baptist Church

CYNTHIA LLEWELLYN/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Corey Belt steps aside as his daughter, Aledo High School senior Kylie Belt, reacts 
to the announcement that she was named 2019 Homecoming Queen at the Aledo-
Midlothian game on Oct. 4. More from Homecoming can be found on page A4.

Senior living facility 
plan approved
By Randy KeckThe Community News

The dream of a new church 
campus for Willow Park Baptist 
Church took another step for-
ward Tuesday night when 
the city council unanimously 
approved a zoning change on 
the church’s property.

The council approved the 
change from R1 Single-Family 
District and AG Agricultural 
District to R1/PD Planned 
Development District.

The concept plan for the 
35.83-acre property has already 
been approved by the city coun-
cil. The property is located to 
the west of the Texas Health 

facility in the Crown Pointe area 
of Willow Park. The property 
was platted into two lots. The 
first lot will contain a 64,000 
square-foot gymnasium and 
the second will be home to the 
86,130 square-foot church.

Willow Park’s Director of 
Development Betty Chew told 
the council that the zoning 
change was needed to allow for 
the height of the church: 50’ at 
its apex and 65’ for the cross.

In the same neighborhood, 
the council approved a re-zon-
ing and site plan for a senior 
living complex. Speakers in 
favor of the facility had spoken 
several months ago in favor of a 
similar facility on Bankhead Dr. 
near Ranch House Road, but 
those plans fell through.

Lisa Flowers, CEO of the 
East Parker County Chamber of 
Commerce, spoke in favor of the 
facility. Willow Park resident 
Mary Robb also spoke in favor, 
saying many seniors can’t afford 
to stay in their homes, but want 
to stay in Willow Park. Pointing 
out that there are senior care 
facilities in the city, Robb said 
“we’re missing the gap for a 
senior adult active community.”

Former Willow Park Mayor 
Marvin Glasgow also rose in 
support of the facility, as did 
KJ Hannah, who presented her 
point dramatically in costume.

“Any of you who votes against 
it — I’m gonna come live with 
you!” she exclaimed.

The senior living center will 

Turn to SENIOR, page A2

TONY EIERDAM/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo High School graduate Cheyenne Knight celebrates after winning the Volunteers of America 
Classic tournament. at Old American Golf Club at The Colony. The victory was her first LPGA tourna-
ment win. For more on the tournament, see page B1.

ALEDO

Sunday fire 
burns 137 
acres
Staff ReportsThe Community News

Parker County Emergency Services 
District No.1 Chief Steven Watson said 
a large pasture fire to the east of Aledo 
was most likely started by lightning. The 
fire came dangerously close to both the 
Brookhollow and Rolling Hills neighbor-
hoods in Aledo.

Fire fighters stayed on site for several 
hours to ensure that the strong north winds 
didn’t fan it back up.

“They were able to keep it off our 
Brookhollow neighborhood,” Aledo Mayor 
Kit Marshall said. She said one of her worst 
fears for the city is fire since the city is sur-
rounded by pastures.

She also thanked the other depart-
ments who came to fight the fire, including 
Aledo, Annetta, Silver Creek, Willow Park, 
Benbrook, and Cresson.

COURTESY OF STEVEN WATSON

WILLOW PARK

Fallon 
opens 
local 
office
Staff ReportsThe Community News

State Sen. Pat Fallon offi-
cially opened a new district 
office in Willow Park and 
celebrated with a ribbon 
cutting on Oct. 3.

Chambers of commerce, 
mayors, members of city 
council, judges, superinten-
dents, business owners, and 
constituents from Willow 
Park and surrounding cities 
were all in attendance. 

Fallon said Parker 
County holds a special place 
in his heart.

“It’s what I honestly 
believe America use to be 
and could be again,” Fallon 
said. 

“Yesterday we did some-
thing that should have been 
done for more than a quar-
ter century — we opened 
a Texas Senate office in 
Parker County.  This office 
will serve Parker, Palo Pinto, 
Erath, and Wise Counties,” 
Fallon said, and added he 
is “humbled by the tremen-
dous turnout for the ribbon 
cutting.

Turn to FALLON, page A2

Special Day
Willard Stuard welcomed at 
namesake school.

PAGE A12

How to…
New voting machines in the 
county step-by-step. Easy 
Peasey!
PAGE A3

String Extended
Bearcats continue winning  
district games and extending 
state streak.
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Catbird Seat
Ladycats take two-game lead in 
district standings.
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ALEDO ISD

Board 
approves 
new gym 
floor at 
MPC
Water damage triggers 
replacement
By Randy KeckThe Community News

The Multi-Purpose Center at 
Aledo Middle School will get a new 
floor following water damage to the 
existing surface.

On Aug. 19 a toilet overflowed on 
the stage area, running into a hall 
closet and penetrating the floor and 
into the subfloor.

The district hired a remediation 
company to attempt drying the floor, 
but the surface was deemed beyond 
repair in September.

Following an inspection by an 
insurance claims adjuster, the dis-
trict’s insurance company issued an 
estimate of loss, giving a replacement 
value of the floor at $64,582.58, 
less depreciation of $15,453.49 and 
deductible of $5,000. The district 
received a check for $44,129.09. 
Upon completion of replacement/
repairs, the district will receive an 
additional $13,950 from the insur-
ance carrier.

At a special school board meeting 
on the morning of Oct. 15, Aledo ISD 
CFO Earl Husfeld told the board 
that he and facilities director Tyler 
Boswell recommended replacing the 
entire gym floor, and the subfloor as 
required.

“We think that would be the bet-
ter long-term value for the district,” 
Husfeld said.

The cost of replacement will 
depend to some extent on the 
amount of damage to the subfloor.

Following a competitive bidding 
process, the board approved a quote 
from Ponder Company to replace 
the gym floor at a cost not to exceed 
$102,320. Costs above insurance 
reimbursements will come from the 
district’s general fund.

Husfeld said the work should be 
completed by Dec. 1 in time for bas-
ketball season.

Boswell also recommended put-
ting a hand cutoff valve on the toilet 
that overflowed, as one of the factors 
in the water damage was locating a 
water cutoff.

The board also voted to nominate 
Gary Aguillard to the Parker County 
Apraisal District Board of Directors. 
Aguillard currently serves on the 
appraisal district board.

The next regularly-scheduled 
meeting of the AISD Board of 
Trustees will be at 6 p.m. Monday, 
Aug. 21.

VOTING
GUIDE

ANALYSIS

Special 
Election 

Guide
By Randy KeckThe Community News

Early voting begins Monday, Oct. 
21 for a series of issues that will be 
decided by voters in Parker County 
and around the state..

The focus of this issue of The 
Community News is to let you know 
what will be on the ballot, how to use 
the county’s new voting machines, 
and let you know when and where 
to vote.

Aledo ISD Bond Issue
In February, a communi-

ty-led effort began looking at cur-
rent and future needs of the Aledo 
Independent School District. Due 
to growth and the failure of a bond 
election two years ago, the district 
finds itself at a tipping point in terms 
of educating a student population 
that is growing at a rate that doubles 
every 10 years.

The district had an enrollment of 
4,684 in 2011-12 and 6,129 in the last 
2018-19 school year, an increase of 
1,445 students. The school district’s 
demographer projects a student 
population of 8,758 in five years, an 
additional 2,629 students.

Of course, all those students 
mean roughly the same number of 
desks, classroom space to accommo-
date them, school buses, and all the 
other requirements that come with 
the task of educating children.

The community-led process, 
known as the Bearcat Growth 
Committee, was composed of local 
residents, educators, and business 
people.

The Community News covered all 
the meetings of the committee, and 
at the end of seven months of work 
the committee made recommen-
dations to the AISD school board, 
which in turn authorized a bond 
election to implement the commit-
tee’s recommendations.

Those recommendations will be 
voted on in the form of a single 
$149,950,000 bond issue. Based on 
the growth of property values in the 
district, the funds can be covered 
without a tax rate increase, though 
rising valuations of properties could 
impact that for homeowners.

Below is a recap of what the 
Bearcat Growth Committee and the 
AISD Board of Directors unani-
mously agreed upon.

Turn to VOTING, page A2

Fun-RaiseRs

CYNTHIA LLEWELLYN/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The Spirit of Aledo provides an additional element to Bearcat football games. Shown are (front row, 
from left) Ian White and Rylee Grawacki and (back row) Tyler Augerbauer, Charles Pinkard, Gabbie 
Smith and Alex Davis.

TONY EIERDAM/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

“Big Cat” Rayfield Wright enjoys a moment at the inaugural Rayfield Wright Golf Tournament to benefit 
the Willow Park fire and police departments. See the story on page A8.

One Night
More than 400 people attend 
inaugural One Night in Hudson 
Oaks.
PAGE A10

Sky Safety
Sky Marshall explains 
government fright safety 
program to Aledo Lions.
PAGE A3

On the Road
Bearcats to face much-improved 
Waco University team.
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Clean Sweep
Four AHS cross country teams 
went to district — all four came 
back with gold medals.
PAGE B1
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ANNETTA

Aledo Heights 
agreement 
reached
Sidewalk proposed  
by resident
By Colton HardThe Community News

Almost 10 years after its initial 
proposal, the Annetta Town Council 
unanimously approved a developer’s 
agreement for the construction of the 
Aledo Heights Addition off of FM 5. 
While the subdivision was initially 
intended to house more than 250 
quarter-acre lots, the agreement voted 
on by the City Council only allows for 
about 70 lots.

While the subdivision mostly lays 
outside of the city limits of Annetta, it 
will use Annetta city water. It will not 
use city sewage, however, and on-site 
septic systems will be installed by the 
developers.

Jim Causey, City Council Place 4, 
asked if the agreement would include 
any additional costs to the city, but 
Mayor Pro Tem Kent Stasey assured 
the council that no additional ease-
ments or access to utilities would be 
allotted.

The vote came on the heels of a 
unanimous decision by the Council to 
standardize the fee schedule for city-
owned utilities provided to custom-
ers outside the city limits. Previously, 
the fee schedule assumed all services 
were provided within the city limits; 
however, new developments, such as 
Panther Creek and Aledo Heights, 
which lie outside of the city limits but 
use city-owned utilities, have required 
the City Council to amend the sched-
ule.

Thunder Head Lane  
pedestrian path

During the public comments 
portion of the meeting, one resident 
raised concerns over pedestrian safety 
along Thunder Head Lane. 

Pedestrians, predominantly school 
children, often experience close calls 
with cars and trucks, she claimed. 

The mother of three proposed a 
sidewalk extending from FM 5 toward 
Stuard Elementary School. She sug-
gested funding the project with Dept. 
of Transportation grants specifically 
aimed at pedestrian and bicycle safe-
ty. Addressing how a new sidewalk 
might affect the culvert’s drainage 
capacity along the route, she suggest-
ed that the path be built along the 
bottom of the ditch, though Council 
members expressed doubts about the 
feasibility of such a solution.

City Council Place 2 Danny 
Coffman asked the woman how many 
pedestrians on average she estimated 
walk along Thunder Head Lane a day, 
but Mayor Bruce Pinckard cut the 
questioning short because the coun-
cil had not included the item on the 
agenda for the meeting.

ALEDO ISD

Board OKs 
improvement 
plan
Staff ReportsThe Community News

The Aledo ISD board of trustees 
approved a District Improvement 
Plan and Campus Improvement 
Plans at its regular meeting on 
Oct. 21.

Each campus and the district as 
a whole is required to submit such 
plans on an annual basis. The plans 
are formulated by committees 
that consist of parents, communi-
ty members, and staff to develop 
and review a comprehensive needs 
assessment based on district’s 
instructional focus.

The plans are monitored 
throughout the school year.

Copies of the district and cam-
pus plans are available on the AISD 
website.

The board also voted to appoint 
David Lear to its legislative sub-
committee. The subcommittee 
works to develop legislative prior-
ities that are then recommended to 
the full board for approval.

During the last legislative ses-
sion, the legislative subcommittee 
promoted the district’s subcommit-
tee “coordinated legislative advoca-
cy efforts of trustees, which includ-
ed consistent contact with legisla-
tors, other organizations, and com-
munity members. This advocacy 
included several trustee visits to the 
Capitol in an effort to advocate for 
AISD’s Legislative Priorities and 
the needs of our local community,” 
according to background material 
provided by the administration.

Turn to ANNETTA, page A3

Turn to AISD, page A2

RFP approved for new 
playground
Staff Reports
The Community News

The Willow Park city council 
unanimously approved an action 
to select a firm to establish bid 
documents and drawings for a 
new playground at the corner 

of Stagecoach and Ranch House 
Road.

The new playground would 
be in roughly the same area as a 
playground that was removed to 
make way for construction of the 
city’s new Public Safety building.

The action is the first step 
toward building a new play-
ground.

The council also approved a 

bid of $46,588 from Maverick 
Computers for the purchase of 
new servers needed for the city’s 
financial and departmental soft-
ware.

The only other bid received 
was from Howard Technology 
for $47,947.17.

Willow Park’s next meeting 
will be at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Nov. 12.

WILLOW PARK

Council moves forward on parks

SCAMMER 
ALERT
Aledo ISD Athletic 
Director Steve Wood said 
there have been reports 
of companies contacting 
local businesses, saying 
they are representing 
Aledo Athletics or some 
sport/cheerleading from 
Aledo ISD, wanting spon-
sorship or donations.

“These companies have 
no connection or involve-
ment with Aledo ISD, and 
please do not give any 
money to these people,” 
Wood said.

If you have been contact-
ed by someone and want 
to check, call Steve Wood 
at 817-441-8327.

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Asher and Ella Mae Key were in costume and up for candy at the City of Aledo tent during the fall 
Aledo Fest on Oct. 19. For more photos, see page A9.

Early HallowEEn

Max Perales 
and Emma 
Chrane were 
named Mr. 
and Miss TCA 
at Trinity 
Christian 
Academy’s 
homecoming 
on Friday, Oct. 
18. More TCA 
homecoming 
coverage is on 
page A5.
RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Thursday night. Phase 3, desig-
nated “Bluffs,” would have 225 
lots on 86.7 acres (30 acres of 
that would be open space for 
trails) on the North side of Bailey 
Ranch Road, abutting Aledo 
High School land to the west.

The fourth phase, “Lakes,” 
would have 267 lots on 107.9 
acres straddling the west end 
of Bailey Ranch Road. There 
would be 40 acres of open space 
and trails.

Justin Welborn, a partner 
at James R. Harris, said “what 
we want to do is keep the same 
concept going. We have quite a 
bit of topography to deal with in 
these next two phases.”

The phase 4 tract is split by 
a pipeline, so “pocket parks” 
would be placed there, as well 
as a parking lot and additional 
walking trails.

Expo
Chamber’s Expo draws crowd 
despite rain.

PAGE A5

Frightning
ALedo players provide chills and 
thrills at haunted house.

PAGE A8

Owls next
Bearcats continue win streak, 
prepare to host Joshua.
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Undefeated
Ladycats volleyball team  
finishes district undefeated.
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YES!VOTE
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Pol. Adv. Paid For by Bearcats Supporting GreatnessElection Day: Nov. 5

Show you are a Bearcat
#SupportingGreatness

• No Tax Rate Increase

• Community-Driven Solutions
• Reduces Overcrowding  

ALEDO ISD

District receives 
recognition for 
transparency
 Special to The Community News

Aledo ISD has received recognition 
from the Texas Comptroller for achiev-
ing specific transparency goals through 
the Comptroller’s Transparency Stars 
program. 

The district received a star in the area 
of Traditional Finances, which recogniz-
es entities for their outstanding efforts 
in making spending and revenue infor-
mation available. Aledo ISD provides 
its stakeholders this detailed, easy-to-
find information via transparency titled 
links and other detailed information on 
the business department webpages of 
the district website (aledoisd.org).

“This is another outstanding 
achievement for the Aledo ISD business 
department, which does a tremendous 
job consistently providing transpar-
ent information regarding budgeting 
and spending for our community,” said 
Hoyt Harris, Aledo ISD School Board 
President.

Transparency Stars recognizes local 
government entities that provide easy 
online access to important financial 
data.

“By providing meaningful financial 
data in addition to visual tools and anal-
ysis of its revenues and expenditures, 
Aledo ISD has shown a true commit-
ment to Texas taxpayers. This effort 
achieves the goals set by my office’s 
Transparency Stars program,” said Texas 
Comptroller Glenn Hegar. “I am pleased 
to award Aledo ISD a star for its accom-
plishments.”

 The Comptroller’s office launched 
the Transparency Stars program in 
March 2016 to recognize cities, counties 
and school districts making important 
strides to greater government trans-
parency. Local government entities can 
apply for stars in the areas of:

·  Traditional Finances,
·  Contracts and Procurement,
·  Economic Development,
·  Public Pensions, and
·  Debt Obligations.
 After receiving an initial star for 

Traditional Finances, remaining stars 
may be awarded in any order.

The Transparency Stars accolade is 
one of several Aledo ISD has received 
for financial stewardship and manage-
ment of taxpayer dollars.

 Aledo ISD received an “A” rating 
for “Superior Achievement” under 
Texas’ School FIRST financial account-
ability rating system. The “Superior 
Achievement” rating is the state’s high-
est, demonstrating the quality of Aledo 
ISD’s financial management and report-
ing systems. The district has received 
the highest rating for the past 15 years.

Aledo ISD also maintains a “AA” 
bond rating, which is defined as “having 
a very strong capacity to meet its finan-
cial commitments.” The district has also 
received a “clean” outside annual audit 
from a Certified Public Accounting Firm 
for more than 10 consecutive years.

PARKER COUNTY

Commissioners 
declare ‘Second 
Amendment 
Sanctuary’
Parties disagree on need 
for resolution
By Nicole HawkinsThe Community News

Parker County commissioners 
voted unanimously Oct. 28 to declare 
the county a Second Amendment 
sanctuary.

The declaration came on the heels 
of the Hood County Commissioners 
Court declaring their county as a 
Second Amendment sanctuary in 
early October, making it the fifth 
Second Amendment sanctuary coun-
ty in the state and Parker County the 
sixth.

“Our second amendment rights 
are being trampled on, is what most 
of us feel like here in Parker County,” 
Parker County Commissioner 
George Conley said.

“Mr. Beto [O’Rourke] has 
warned us already that he’s com-
ing after some of our guns if he’s 
elected, and once they get a few 
of them then when are they going 
to stop?” Conley said. (Former U.S. 
representative O’Rourke said at the 
Democratic presidential debate in 
September that he would require 
government buyback of AR-15s and 
AK-47s if elected.)

City approves develop-
ment agreement with 
Bailey Ranch
By Randy KeckThe Community News

The Aledo City Council 
unanimously approved a devel-
opment agreement for future 
sections of the Parks of Aledo 
development at its regular coun-
cil meeting on Oct. 24 (council 
member Clint Robertson was 
absent).

The agreement begins the 
process for James R. Harris 
Partners, the developers, to 
move forward with more specif-
ic land planing and acquisition 
in Bailey Ranch.

James Harris told the coun-
cil that the original Parks of 
Aledo plan was for a total of 
1,100 homes. The Parks of 
Aledo Phase 1 has 293 total 
lots — 276 owned by homeown-
ers and 17 by developers. Point 
Vista has 266 lots, 79 owned 
by homeowners, 77 owned by 
builders, and 100 still owned by 
the developer.

The third and fourth phases 
were presented to the council 

HOWARD HURD III/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo Band Tri-M Chapter President Hector Olazaran leads the Aledo High School band in celebration following the announcement of the 
Bearcat Regiment’s qualification to compete in the 2019 UIL State Marching Band Competition after their regional contest at Birdville on 
Saturday, Oct. 25. The band placed first in UIL Area F Prelims and second in the Finals. This will be the Regiment’s seventh appearance in the 
UIL State Marching Championships since 2000.

Turn to GUNS, page A3

ALEDO

New sections planned 
for Parks of Aledo

Turn to PARKS, page A2

COURTESY OF JAMES R. HARRIS PARTNERS

Phases three and four of Parks of Aledo are shown in relation to 
the existing phases.

Cancer Support
New cancer support group is 
being formed.
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State!
Cross Country team running at 
state.

PAGE B1

90 and counting
Bearcats’ streak continues.
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Advancing
Ladycats volleyball team is 
moving on in the playoffs.
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ALEDO ISD

Bearcat Regiment places ninth 
in state at San Antonio contest
Wind Ensemble  
prepares for National 
Concert Band Festival
By Randy KeckThe Community News

The Aledo Bearcat Regiment 
has returned home after placing 
ninth in the UIL 5A State Band 
Contest in San Antonio.

The field of 254 bands in 
the classification was winnowed 
down at area preliminary and 
final competitions, followed by 
the state contest, where Aledo 
was one of 12 bands that qualified 
for the finals at the Alamodome 
in San Antonio on Tuesday.

The UIL state marching 
band competitions are only held 

every other year. Still, the Aledo 
High School band has made it 
to state seven times now. The 
previous six appearances were 
2000, 2005, 2007, 2011, 2015, 
and 2017.

AHS Band Director Joey 
Paul said he was happy the band 
made it to state.

“The trip was great,” he said. 
“Both performances were out-
standing.”

Paul said making it to state 
competition is a huge accom-
plishment in Texas, as the state 
has some of the best marching 
band programs in the country.

Now that the state marching 
band competition is over, the 
Bearcat Regiment will shift to 
football playoff mode and pre-

pare for a season of holiday con-
certs.

As busy as marching season 
is, Paul said the spring is even 
busier for band members, who 
work on individual and ensem-
ble contests, sight reading, Night 
at the Pops, and end of year 
concerts.

The AHS Wind Ensemble 
and AHS choir will travel to 
Indianapolis in March for the 
National Concert Band Festival 
and National Choir Festival, 
accordingly.

Only 70 high school band and 
choir programs are invited from 
across the nation to perform at 
the annual music festival.

HOWARD HURD III/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Maddie Gavin and Alaina Gardner were all smiles at the UIL 5A State Band Contest in San Antonio. 
The Contest was Monday and Tuesday, and the Bearcat Rgiment placed ninth. More photos can be 
found on page A4.

ALEDO ISD

Bond 
proposal 
receives 
big OK 
from 
voters
Two new campuses  
on the horizon
By Randy KeckThe Community News

Voters in the Aledo Independent 
School District turned out in force to 
approve a $140 million bond issue 
to address the rapid growth in the 
district’s schools.

A smaller bond was voted down 
in 2017 in a lower-turnout election. 
This time around, more voters said 
“yes” to the bond than the total voter 
turnout in 2017.

While the lion’s share of AISD 
voters live in Parker County, where 
the bond was approved 3,876 to 
2,401, the district does snake into 
Tarrant County, where 151 total vot-
ers approved the bond, 110 to 41.

The bond proposal was for-
mulated by a group of communi-
ty volunteers, the Bearcat Growth 
Committee (BGC), who worked for 
nine months gathering information, 
looking at costs, and hearing popula-
tion projections.

Aledo ISD Superintendent Dr. 
Susan Bohn was gratified to see the 
community support.

“We’re happy, obviously,” Bohn 
said. “We will now turn it into learn-
ing spaces for our students and staff.”

Bohn praised the devotion of the 
BGC members who not only formu-
lated the proposal, but who worked 
to convince friends and neighbors to 
support the bond.

The school district is feeling the 
pressure of a growing student popu-
lation and lack of space, so it is likely 
the district will move as quickly as 
possible to implement the projects 
in the bond proposal.

Bohn said the first step will be 
to implement a competitive bidding 
process for architects.

“We hope to have architects on 
board by Christmas,” she said.

Growing from the process of the 
BGC, Bohn said a bond progress 
committee will be formed to allow 
for public oversight of the bond proj-
ects.

Sterling Naron, one of the BGC 
members, said “I think it’s a great 
thing they’re doing. An oversight 

Turn to BOND, page A3
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The donation jar at the library was 
not visible from outside.

ALEDO

Library 
receiving 
contributions 
following 
theft
Roughly $1,000 taken 
from donation jar
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The East Parker County Library 
suffered a loss early this week when 
a thief broke a window and stole 
a donation jar containing about 
$1,000.

Librarian Tracy Lambert Jack 
said the jar was not visible from out-
side the library, meaning the thief 
could either be a library patron or 
would have been notified of the jar 
by someone who had been in the 
library.

“Anybody who’s been in here 
could have seen it and told any-
one who’s not been in here so you 
wouldn’t necessarily have to have 
been a patron to know about it,” Jack 
said.

The library has operated without 
a video surveillance system up to 
this time, but Jack said that policy is 
being evaluated.

The Parker County Sheriff ’s 
Office is investigating the theft, but 
little evidence was on the scene. 
Anyone with information regard-
ing the break-in should contact the 
PCSO.

Unlike many government librar-
ies, the East Parker County Library 
operates primarily on donations 
from the public.

The staff of The Community 
News encourages its readers to make 
a donation to the library at www.
epclibrary.com.

Marines pay visit to 
WWII veterans
By Randy KeckThe Community News

“Is Camp Pendleton still going?”
Roy Landers, a World War II 

veteran and resident of Willow Park 
Rehabilitation & Care Center, asked 
the question of three young Marines 
who went to visit him on Veterans Day.

“It’s bigger than ever,” one of 
them replied.

Landers spent six years in the 
Marines, traveling to Guam in World 
War II, but re-enlisting during the 
Korean War. He recalled his experi-
ences in the friendly visit with Sgt. 
Preston Lorch, SSgt. Jamie Self, and 
SSgt. William Jefferson.

The three Marines are recruiters 
in this area, responsible for an area 
that stretches from Mineral Wells to 
Benbrook.

But on this cold, blustery day 
their interest lay in this former 
Marine recruit who served his coun-
try more than 70 years ago in global 
conflict.

When Landers got out of the 
service, he worked in the petroleum 
industry, providing helicopter ser-
vices to offshore drilling rigs.

Lander’s caregiver shared that he 

snuck two feet into China when he 
was in Korea. He wasn’t sure that 
should have been shared, but it was 
agreed that he probably won’t get in 

trouble for that at this point.

About three doors down at the 
care center is William Hudson, a 
100-year-old Army veteran who also 

served in World War II.

Hudson spent 19 months in a 
POW camp in Germany before being 
liberated by the English army.

After the army he spent 36 years 
working for Gulf Oil.

Hudson said he didn’t graduate 
from high school. While his father 
died at a young age (37), Hudson 
and his sisters, aged 96, 91, and 98, 
are still with us.

So, yes, Camp Pendleton is still 
with us, and so are these and other 
members of the Greatest Generation.

Water!
Willow Park council approves 
water development loan.
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Fleet of Foot
Cross country athletes compete 
at state; Morris takes third title.
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Signings
20 local students make college 
commitments.
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Hard Fought
Ladycats exit volleyball playoffs, 
but not without a fight.
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War StorieS
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Roy Landers, left, served in the Marine Corps during World War II. He is shown with Sgt. Preston Lorch, Ssgt. 
Jamie Self, and Ssgt. William Jefferson.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

William Hudson served in the Army 
during World War II, and spent 19 
months in a German POW camp.

WILLOW PARK

a Place for everything

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

RIGHT: Willow Park Fire Chief 
Mike LeNoir shows the city’s new 
75,000-pound ladder truck, which 
will greatly enhance the depart-
ment’s capabilities.

New truck, new digs 
— fire department gets 
elbow room
By Randy KeckThe Community News

Friday, Nov. 8 was a special day 
for Willow Park Fire Rescue. First, 
their new ladder truck arrived (more 
on that later), and they started their 
move into the new Willow Park 
Public Safety Building.

“It was a big day for us. It was 
Christmas early,” said Willow Park 
Fire Chief Mike LeNoir.

The move into the new public 
safety building gives firefighters and 
administrators much-needed space 
that was lacking in the old, some-
what decrepit fire house the depart-
ment has occupied since the days 
the department was all volunteer.

“We’ve got [the construction 

Turn to FIRE, page A6

Classy Keyboard
Weatherford College reaches 
milestone of becoming an all 
Steinway organization.
PAGE A2

Mayor Kit
Kit Marshall profiled as she 
steers the ship in the City of 
Aledo.
PAGE A4

Dallas Date
Bearcats face Royce City in area 
championship at SMU.
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Kudos
Ladycats dominate all-district 
list, superlatives.
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LEFT: Parker County 
Master Gardeners 
were out in force on 
Wednesday, Nov. 20, to 
spruce up the grounds 
of the Aledo Community 
Center in preparation for 
Christmas Time in Aledo. 
Christmas Time in Aledo 
will be Saturday, Dec. 7. 
The annual Arts & Crafts 
Fair will run from 11 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. at the Church 
at the Crossing. The 
Christmas Tyme activ-
ities will begin about 5 
p.m. and feature numer-
ous vendors, activities, 
food, visits with Santa 
Claus, and the light-
ing of the community 
Christmas Tree. Shown in 
the photo are (from left) 
Coby Sohn, Woody Shaw, 
Gay Larson, Cynthia 
Webster, Debbie Collier, 
and Ellen Woodward.
RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Community Center Cleanup
ALEDO

Juveniles 
arrested 
on 
burglary 
charges
Staff ReportsThe Community News

Parker County Sheriff ’s inves-
tigators detained two juveniles 
last week, stemming from a case 
involving the burglary of a habi-
tation and theft of firearms.

Parker County Sheriff Larry 
Fowler said two male students, 
ages 13 and 14, were taken into 
custody Friday, Nov. 15. One 
student was taken into custo-
dy at Aledo Middle School. The 
other student was brought to the 
Sheriff ’s Office by a parent.

“We want to stress to all con-
cerned parents and citizens, that 
at no time were other students 
or faculty members in danger,” 
Fowler said. “The suspects were 
not in possession of ammunition, 
and at no time were weapons 
taken inside of any school build-
ings.”

The incident began when 
an Aledo resident reported two 
weapons were stolen from his 
residence early last week. The 
home owner told deputies that 
the suspects did not have per-
mission to be inside his home, 
and that he suspected two known 
juveniles had taken two .40 cali-
ber handguns.

During the investigation, 
interviews were conducted and 
both juvenile suspects implicated 
themselves to juvenile investiga-
tors, saying they had taken the 
weapons.

Both students were taken to 
an undisclosed juvenile detention 
facility where they were charged 
with burglary of a habitation and 
theft of a firearm. Fowler said the 
identities of the juveniles will not 
be released due to their ages.

Due to social media posts 
after the incident, the Aledo ISD 
released a letter to parents of 
middle school students and the 
community on Friday, Nov. 15, 
and three days later shared it 
with The Community News.

“Two AMS students have been 
taken into custody for conduct 
that occurred off school property 
and outside of school hours,” the 
letter said. “Additionally, it has 
been alleged that the AMS stu-
dents involved had possession of 
concealed, unloaded firearms in 
the parking lot of AMS last week-
end during non-school hours.”

Turn to JUVENILE, page A2

THANKSGIVING 
TROT PARKING 
INFORMATION
Everyone is looking forward 
to the Thanksgiving Trot next 
Thursday. Runners in the 
One Mile will embark from 
Bearcat Stadium at 8 a.m. 
Thanksgiving morning. The 
5K begins at 8:30 a.m.

Below is important informa-
tion regarding parking and 
access.

Because a portion of the 
route is on Bailey Ranch 
Road, anyone attending the 
Thanksgiving Trot should 
travel to Bearcat Stadium via 
Bankhead Road, and then 
turn south on Champions 
Drive (at Champions Business 
Park).

Portions of Bankhead 
between Champions and 
Ranch House Road will be 
closed for construction, so if 
you plan to participate and 
live to the west, you will need 
to take I-20 to FM 1187 to get 
to the race, and reverse that 
route afterward.

There will be signs to direct 
you to parking.

It is not too late to partic-
ipate. Registration will be 
available on-site.

For more information, visit 
aledothanksgivingtrot.com.

FOR THE 8 TH ANNUAL

WILSON ADAMS

11.28.19

Bankhead Road repairs scheduled
Various portions to be 
closed in stages through 
April 2020
Staff ReportsThe Community News

Parker County has announced 
several road closures on 
Bankhead Highway beginning on 
Nov 20 for drainage and road 
improvements.

The first two sections to close 
will be a stretch 500 feet west of 
Ranch House Road and another 

stretch between Tori Court and 
West Oak Drive. Those sections 
will not be open for traffic at any 
time from Nov. 20 until expected 
completion in mid-January.

Residents on Willow Park 
Village who need to travel west-
bound can take Willow Crossing 
East to Ranch House Road. 
Anyone east of that who uses 
Bankhead will have to take the 
nearest northbound route to 
I-20, then turn around at FM 
1187.

Two other sets of closures will 
occur in 2020. The first set will 
involve closures between Hewitt 
and Shadow Creek and between Nu 
Energy and Crooked Stick, planned 
for mid-February to mid-March.

The final set of closures 
will be between Crooked Stick 
and Bearcat Road and east of 
Champions Drive from mid-
March to mid-April.

For more information, call 
Parker County Pct. 4 at 817-596-
0004.

COURTESY OF PARKER COUNTY

The spots in red show closures that will be in effect until mid-January.

Are we that sick?
Publisher Randy Keck looks at our 
use of medications, among other 
things, in this week’s column.
PAGE A7

Next round
Aledo faces Red Oak in its home 
away from home, AT&T Stadium.
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Developing
Ladtcats basketball team gain-
ing experience in pre-season.
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Willow Park Baptist 
Church has big plans for 
82 acres in Willow Park
By Randy KeckThe Community News  

Something big is coming out 
of the ground in Willow Park, and 
Clark Bosher, the pastor at Willow 
Park Baptist Church, is excited to 
see it happening.

The church, at the corner of 
Ranch House Road and Bankhead, 
started as a vision in the eye of J.D. 
Towles, who had been preaching in 
Artesia, New Mexico for 18 years. 
Planning to retire, Towles was led 
to Willow Park, where he began 
the church in a storefront with 12 
people in 1994.

A year later, the church mem-
bers purchased land and planned 
the first phase of their building 
program, which is now the Reach 
Out Center.

In 2003 the current worship 
center was built, with a seating 
capacity of about 600. Towles 
retired in 2006 and Bosher has led 
the flock since then.

 Towles passed away later that 
year.

Bosher received a vision in 2012 
for the church to purchase 82 acres 
on the north side of I-20 for a 
new church campus, and after the 
church did so, it rapidly paid off not 
only the debt on its present proper-
ty, but the $4.7 million it spent on 
its new property.

The new church campus, now 
under construction, will include a 
gymnasium, worship center, out-
door activity fields, a wedding 
chapel, and amphitheater.

With a passion for youth, 
Bosher enthusiastically described 
the future facilities, beginning with 
the gym.

For Such a Time aS ThiS

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Pastor Clark Bosher and his congregation at Willow Park Baptist Church are excited about the new avenues of 
ministry their new campus will provide.

“The gym will be over 70,000 
square feet. It will have four gym 
floors and have a walk/run track 
on the inside. It’ll have an 80 by 
50 foyer upstairs and downstairs. 
It will also have a warm-up court,” 
Bosher said.

 The gym will also have a com-
mercial kitchen with facilities for 
indoor and outdoor cooking.

“You know, one of the things 
you do when you go to a tour-
nament is you get stranded there 
for two or three or four days and 
there’s nothing to eat,” Bosher said. 

He also sees athletic events at the 
church as something that will help 
his neighbors, Drake’s Yoke and 
Sunny Street.

“All those down there are going 
to hopefully benefit from what we’re 
doing,” he said.

Across the street from the gym 
will be eight to 12 baseball and 
soccer fields, a playground, and an 
outdoor walking track. “Our goal 
is, well, it’s not a goal, it’s a fact — 
we won’t be playing on Sundays,” 
Bosher said. ‘One of the things I 
hate about youth sports, is Sunday’s 

are taken over. It’s like it’s just 
another day.”

Back inside the gym, Bosher 
said there could be eight volleyball 
games at the same time.

“We’ve got it configured for the 
high-level tournament — you have 
to have a running serve or jump 
serve. You have to have so much 
room to do that. We figured all that 
into it.”

The gym will also have a work-
out area with weightlifting equip-
ment.

Turn to CHURCH, page B3

ANNETTA

Council 
moves on 
Meeker 
Dam
Sidewalk proposal  
revisited
By Colton HardThe Community News

Discussion regarding the 
condition of Meeker Lake dam 
took center stage at last week’s 
Annetta Town Council meeting. 
After conducting business on con-
sent items, Mayor Bruce Pinckard 
moved the discussion on the dam 
to the front of the agenda. Lee 
Thurmon, the head of the Deer 
Creek POA, reported that in recent 
meetings the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality has sug-
gested either repairs to or removal 
of the dam. The TCEQ cited Texas 
State law that mandates all dams 
meet the requirements to with-
stand a Probable Maximum Flood 
event. In its current state, accord-
ing to engineering reports from 
both the POA and the state, the 
dam would not survive a 100-year 
flood.

The dam is heavily overgrown 
and, due to lack of regular mainte-
nance, has experienced significant 
slippage on both sides. Slippage is 
when the earthen build-up on the 
front or back of a dam erodes from 
its intended shape. Trees have also 
been allowed to grow along the 
dam, which could cause the dam to 
leak, should their roots grow from 
one side of the dam to the other.

The Deer Creek POA has 
attempted to repair the dam 
multiple times over the past two 
decades. Thurmon cites stonewall-
ing from landowners at the site 
of the dam as the primary hur-
dle to the dam’s repair. Thurmon 
claimed that more than $100,000 
was spent on legal fees by the Lake 
Owners’ Association in attempts 
to gain access to the dam to make 
repairs.

The dam sits on four proper-
ties, two above the dam and two 
below. While the properties above 
the dam are bound by a lake 
maintenance agreement, the two 
beneath the dam are not. Thurmon 
claimed that cooperation from all 
four property owners is needed to 
complete the project.

The POA has asked the TCEQ 
for a state mandate allowing them 
to access to the dam; however, 
according to Thurmon, the state 
has been non-cooperative in the 
effort. Kent Stacey raised the ques-
tion of what would happen to the 
dam should repairs not be made. 
Thurmon suggested that the state 
intends to breach the dam.

Turn to ANNETTA, page A6

ALEDO

Reinvestment zone may be coming to city
Public Hearing 
set Dec. 18
By Randy KeckThe Community News

The Aledo City 
Council voted unani-
mously at their meeting 
on Nov. 21 to hold a 
public hearing regard-
ing the establishment 
of a Tax Increment 
Reinvestment Zone 
(TIRZ) in the city.

Local govern-
ments can use a tool 
called Tax Increment 
Financing (TIF) to pay 
for improvements to an 

area of the city that are 
designed to attract local 
business to the area.

When a TIRZ is cre-
ated, the total taxable 
value in that zone is 
recorded and used as a 
baseline. As the proper-
ty values increase over 
time, the taxes collected 
that are more than what 
is collected from the 
baseline value are used 
for development within 
the zone. Taxes on the 
baseline value go into 
the general fund.

The benefit of a 

At the Nov. 21 coun-
cil meeting, Aledo 
Mayor Kit Marshall 
issued a Certificate of 
Recognition to Blake 
Nuttall and Troop 31 
for their project of 
painting more than 58 
fire hydrants in the 
city. Shown are (from 
left) Curtis Krieger, 
Mark Angerbauer, 
Troy Connelly, 
Moyor Marshall, 
Clark Nuttall, Mason 
Angerbauer, Tyler 
Nuttall, Ben Krieger, 
and Blake Nuttall.

RANDY KECK/ THE COMMUNITY NEWSTurn to ALEDO, page A6

Art Endeavors
Special display will be open 
during Christmas Tyme in 
Aledo.
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Louie Lu finds success in 
Parker County
By Randy KeckThe Community News

Louie Lu likes to eat at Sunny 
Street Café in Willow Park, and 
that may be due to his disposition. 
He is a man who seems constant-
ly cheerful, and always grateful 
for the opportunity to become an 
American citizen.

“I was born and raised in China, 
wonderful parents,” he said. He 
came to the United States in 1985 
as a graduate student in physics at 
South Dakota School of Mines and 
Technology, and said he fell in love 
with America right away.

“We love America — great peo-
ple here,” he said. “I spent two years 
in Rapid City, South Dakota, fin-
ished my masters degree in Physics 
and just, you know, think about 
what I’m going to do with my life.”

He found a temporary job on 
the east coast as an engineer, but 
“I always had a dream to start my 
own business.

“You heard the old saying ‘Go 
west young man.’ And Fort Worth 
was where the West began, so I 
moved to Fort Worth.”

That was in 1991, and he started 
a business, Yangtzee International, 
finding suppliers for people who 
needed niche products.

Those products are primarily 
automotive for both the aftermar-
ket and original manufacturers.

He said he sat down with a gen-
tleman just last month at — you 
may have guessed — Sunny Street.

“He filed the patent and it’s a 
very neat product,” he said. The 
man made the product out of his 
garage. Lu saw the design, then 
went to work.

“I have a team in China,” he 
said, so he went there and met with 
an auto manufacturer, and hopes 
he’ll become the supplier.

“I do not represent any man-
ufacturer in China. I do not push 
Chinese goods to the USA. My job 
is to identify the needs here. People 
really need a special product and 
couldn’t find a supplier and then 
we’ll work another way try to find a 
supplier,” he said.

When he and his family arrived 
in Fort Worth, they became mem-

bers of Birchman Baptist Church, 
where they are still members today.

He and his wife, Meifeng, start-
ed out in an apartment, but soon 
realized their American dream of 
owning a home in Chapel Creek.

“So, God blessed us,” he said, 
and with one daughter born to 
them here, they began to think 
about adopting another child from 
China.

Meifeng felt with a growing 
family that they needed a larger 
house, and when by chance they 

passed a vacant lot in Stone Creek 
Farms, they liked the location and 
ended up buying the lot.

“And my wife said, well, one of 
two things. ‘I want to have a woman 
nearby. Gotta have McDonald’s.’ 
And that’s how we got here.” 

That was 16 years ago. They did 
adopt their second daughter, and 
Louie quipped that “One is made 
in China. One is made in the USA.”

Louie’s daughter, Rebecca, will 

Anything Goes
Randy Keck recalls a variation 
on basketball from years past.

PAGE A7

Musical
Piano students play in honor 
recitals.

PAGE A6

Star Power
Bearcats head to Frisco.
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All State
Two AHS volleyball players 
named to Academic All-State 
team.
PAGE B10
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An act of 
thanks, 
an act of 
giving
Annual race raises record 
dollars and support
By Randy KeckThe Community News

In the wee hours of Thanksgiving 
morning the sky hung heavy with 
the threat of rain. Rain had never 
been an issue in the eight previous 
Thanksgiving Trot races in Aledo, 
and the organizing committee was 
not going to let it be a factor in this 
one, either.

“It was a bit scary,” said Rhonda 
Torres, who has led the Thanksgiving 
Trot committee since its inception.

“We knew we were going to have 
the race, and we said a little prayer; 
you know, God’s definitely in control 
of the weather. ‘But, Lord, either 
please let it stop raining or show us 
how we’re going to do it in the rain,’ 
you know.”

As the 8 a.m. start time of the 
one mile run approached the rain 
held off, and while actual participa-
tion was down a little, by the time 
the 5K started at 8:30 the turnout 
surprised everyone.

The race is not set up to account 
for everyone who was there, so there 
is no real estimate, but Torres point-
ed out that the parking lot was full 
and there was good participation in 
the 5K.

“We had over 1,300 registered 
for the race — that’s a definite fact,” 
Torres said. But after seeing the 
video of the start of the race, she 
said, “it was just a sea of people. It 

AmericAn DreAmer

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Emma Vidal helped pump up her 
friends to run at the ninth annual 
Thanksgiving Trot held in Aledo.

Turn to TROT, page A4

New concept  
for Aledo
By Randy KeckThe Community News

The growth experienced in 
east Parker County has opened 
the doors for new experiences 
for residents. The most recent 
is the construction of the D1 
athletic facility in Aledo, which 
plans to open soon.

The partners in the venture 
are Joe Dillon and Jermichael 
Finley, both of Aledo. Dillon 
has been a real estate develop-
er since the late 1980s. Finley 
played for the Green Bay 
Packers in the NFL.

The D1 concept sprung 
from the experience of Will 
Bartholomew, who played 
for the Denver Broncos. 
Bartholomew experienced a 
career-ending injury, but while 
injured he had hopes of train-
ing to return to the NFL.

Unfortunately, he found a 
shortage of facilities that were 
truly set up to cater to elite-
class athletes, and provide the 
types of facilities available at 
D1 schools.

Bartholomew’s journey led 
to the development of D1 in 
2001, and there are now 43 D1 
location in the country, includ-
ing five in the DFW area.

Finley first discovered D1 
when he was in Green Bay.

“One year I got injured, and 
I went down to the facility. I 
always saw it and I was like ‘I’m 
gonna go work out there while 
I’m on IR,’” Finley said. “The 
workouts are so intense and 
music and atmosphere was so 
awesome.”

Finley felt that a D1 concept 
would do well in Aledo.

“Jermichael had already 
bought into D1, and they were 
to go into a location close by,” 
Dillon said. “I was developing 
the property nearby. They con-

GETTING THERE

Road construction can be a major 
annoyance getting to and from 
home or work. But it also takes a 
major toll on small businesses who 
rely on easy access to customers.

The current closure of Bankhead 
has left one particular business 
almost stranded. Ring Leaders ken-
nel has been a local establishment 
for many years, but getting there 
is going to be difficult for the near 
future.

So here’s how to get there:

From almost anywhere, take I-20 
west, and circle back under at 
Mikus Road. Stay on the access 
road. Before you get to Trinity 
Christian Academy, take a right on 
the (unmarked) Bankhead Road. 
You can approach the business from 
the west.

BUSINESS

D1 preps to open

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Louie Lu is shown in the foyer on one of his almost-complete commercial buildings in Willow Park.

Turn to LOUIE LU, page A2

Turn to D1, page A3

Spelling Champs
Coder Elementary School 
crowns spelling bee champions

PAGE A3

S.T.E.M Champs
Aledo Middle School School 
robotics team wins Bell 
Helicopter challenge.
PAGE A8

One more step
Bearcats to make one more step 
en route to AT&T Stadium.
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Horse Power
McClellan returns to game 
against Ennis to run the 
Bearcats to victory.
PAGE B1
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PARKER COUNTY

Races finalized 
for March 
primary
Many county  
offices uncontested
By Randy KeckThe Community News

It might come as a bit of a surprise 
to some residents that we already 
know who will take office in January, 
2021, here in Parker County.

As filing for the Republican and 
Democratic primaries closed this 
week, there are seven offices in the 
county that already have de facto 
winners.

Jeff Swain will take office at that 
time as the new District Attorney, 
43rd Judicial District, replacing the 
retiring Don Schnebly. Swain was the 
lone Republican to file for the seat, 
and no Democrats filed.

Likewise, Parker County Court 
at Law No. 2 Judge Lynn Marie 
Johnson, County Attorney John 
Forrest,  and Tax Assessor-Collector 
Jenny Gentry are running unop-
posed on the Republican ticket with 
no Democrats to challenge them next 
November.

George Conley (Commissioner 
Pct. 1), Ray Wright (Constable Pct. 
1), and Scott Jones (Constable Pct. 
4) will all run into the end zone 
untouched as well.

That said, not every county office 
holder will be spared an election 
campaign.

Incumbent Parker County 
Sheriff Larry Fowler will have three 
Republican opponents, so that race 
will be decided in the March 2020 
Republican primary, as there are no 
Democrats on the ballot. Fowler is 
being challenged by Gregory Scott 
Gates, Fred Hammons, and Darrell 
Hull.

None of the remaining county 
races will have Democrats on the 
ballot, so the March Republican pri-
mary will also determine whether 
Pct. 3 Commissioner Larry Walden 
retains his seat against challenger 
Matt Dillon Drikas. 

Joe Harris, Jr. and Ray Riley will 
contend for Constable Pct. 2, and 
Glen D. Praytor will face off against 
Brade Chane for Constable Pct. 3.

Up the ballot from the county 
races, State Rep. Phil King has no 
Republican opposition in March, but 
will face Democrat Christopher Cox 
in November.

U.S. Representative Kay Granger 
is being challenged in the Republican 
primary by Chris Putnam. The win-
ner of that contest will then face 
Democrat Dr. Lisa Welch.

The Texas Republican and 
Democratic primaries will be March 
3, with early voting beginning Feb. 
18. The last day to register to vote in 
the primaries is Feb 3, which is actu-
ally only 52 days from the date of this 
newspaper.

WILLOW PARK

Council approves TCA land annexation
New communication 
plan discussed
By Randy KeckThe Community News

It only took a moment for the 
Willow Park City Council to grow 
city boundaries by 75 acres when it 
unanimously approved an annex-
ation request by Trinity Christian 
Academy (TCA). Earlier this year, 
TCA acquired the land near the 
school south of Bankhead, and 
plans to develop it into sports and 
athletic facilities.

The council held its regular-
ly-scheduled meeting on Dec. 10.

TCA’s Head of School Mike 
Skaggs was at the meeting, and 
spoke during the public hearing, 
which was scheduled to receive 
public input on the annexation.

“I’m in my 20th year at TCA, 
and we’re very proud to be Trinity 
Christian Academy Willow Park,” 
Skaggs said. “We’re very pleased to 
represent the city, we want to bring 
value to this city in every way that 
we can.”

All council members were pres-
ent, and all voted in favor of the 
annexation.

In other real-estate related mat-
ters, the council approved the rezon-
ing of about 7.5 acres on the south 
side of I-20 just to the west of the 
RV dealership from Single Family 
Residential to Commercial. The 
property is adjacent to other com-
mercial developments and the prop-
erty owner expressed an interest in 
selling the property, but continued 
to get the question from buyers if it 
could be rezoned to commercial.

The council also voted to 
approve a change in the site plan 
for an assisted living center to be 
built on J.D. Towles Drive. The 
original site plan was approved in 
2017. 

The 4-acre lot will be devel-
oped into a 64-unit assisted-living 
center with a 3,000-square-foot 
clubhouse.

In the public safety arena, the 
city approved a “loan” to the fire 
department for purchase of a new 
brush truck.

Turn to COUNCIL, page A6

Special RequeStS

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Gabriella Betanco whispered her list to Fireman Santa at the Aledo Fire Department’s Firehouse Pancake Breakfast with Santa on Saturday morn-
ing, Dec. 7. | Right: George Kuhlman awaits his turn.

PARKER COUNTY

Sheriff adds training and weapons specialist
Special to The Community News

The Parker County Sheriff ’s 
Office is moving in new directions 
in training and preparedness.

Sheriff Larry Fowler recently 
hired Deputy Richard Evans, for-
mer Los Angeles Police sergeant and 
training officer. Evans’ area of special-
ty centers on training and weapons.  

Evans began his law enforce-
ment career in 1993 with 
the Atlanta, Georgia Police 
Department. He spent three years 
in patrol before he was offered 
a position with the Los Angeles 
Police Department.

He spent the next 24 years mov-
ing through the ranks in patrol, 

training division, internal affairs, 
as a watch commander, and as part 
of the department’s crime suppres-
sion task force. He also retired as a 
master peace officer and is a certi-
fied instructor on multiple weapon 
platforms.

He moved to Parker County in 
2016, but desired to return to the 

field of law enforcement.

“When law enforcement is in 
your blood, it’s hard to leave some-
thing which has become such a 
part of your make-up,” Evans said.

Sheriff Fowler was particularly 
interested in his experience as a fire-

Turn to SHERIFF, page A6

Gone missing
Students from Aledo ISD and 
Trinity Christian Academy 
seeking two front teeth.
PAGE B1

Yep, we did
We rearranged this week, so 
you’ll find spirit photos in 
Section A this week.
PAGE A4

Great Escape
Bearcats came back after 
Lubbock Cooper tied the game, 
and return to state.
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Kintsugi
How an ancient Japanese 
art ties in with the spirit of 
Christmas.
PAGE B6
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Seeking record 9th  
state title, Aledo faces  
Fort Bend Marshall in  
rematch of 2018 game
By Tony EierdamThe Community News

No. 1 Aledo’s quest for a Texas 
record ninth state football cham-
pionship is on the line when the 
Bearcats face the No. 4 Missouri 
City Fort Bend Marshall Buffalos 
in the Class 5A, Division II state 
championship game.

The game is set for 11 a.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 21 at AT&T Stadium 
in Arlington. The game will also 
be televised live on Fox Sports 
Southwest.

Last year Marshall came to 
Arlington with heavy hearts as a 
teammate had been shot to death 
a little less than two weeks prior 

to the championship. The Buffalos 
— who won in the state semifinals 
just days after the teammates’ pass-
ing — seemed to have been emo-
tionally spent last year in a game 
won by the Bearcats, 55-19.

Bearcats head coach Tim 
Buchanan, whose team is 14-1 and 
on a 14-game winning streak, said 
nobody should compare this year’s 
title game with last year’s result. 

“Even though this is a rematch 
of the same schools in the state 
championship game, it is a new 
year with new teams,” Buchanan 
said. “We have returners and they 
have returners. They are fast, we 
are fast, but we will be fine. I think 
it will be a closer game than last 
year, and we are going to have to 
play our tails off, but I feel good 
about it. We have a good enough 
football team to win.”

The Buffalos (14-1) return last 

year’s starting quarterback, Malik 
Hornsby, and running back Devon 
Achane. Hornsby has completed 
106 of 181 passes for 1,808 yards 
with 28 touchdowns and two inter-
ceptions. He has also added 1,360 
yards on the ground with 15 TDs.

But the Buffs’ offense is led by 
Achane, who has piled up 2,092 
yards on the ground and has found 
the end zone 38 times. He has also 
caught a team-high 33 passes for 
689 yards and 10 scores.

“They have good football play-
ers, just like ours are good football 
players,” Buchanan said. “To stop 
them we have to get more than one 
guy to chase them; we have to get 
all 11 on the ball carrier. We have 
to take good angles on our tackles, 
and get multiple guys running to 
the football.

Turn to FOOTBALL, page A6

Same Date at State

CYNTHIA LLEWELLYN/THE COMMUNITY 

Aledo senior quarterback Jake Bishop (4) races down the sideline on a 45-yard gain to covert a critical fourth 
and three situation late in the fourth quarter of the Bearcats’ 28-21 victory over Lubbock Cooper in the Class 
5A, Division II state semifinals at Abilene Christian University. The run led to the game-winning touchdown.

ALEDO ISD

District 
aces 
financial 
rating
Financial management 
honored for 16th  
consecutive year
By Randy KeckThe Community News

Aledo ISD Chief Financial 
Officer Earl Husfeld reported at 
the Dec. 16 meeting of the AISD 
Board of Trustees that the school 
district has once again attained 
an “A” rating for its financial 
responsibility and management 
of taxpayer dollars.

The rating was received under 
Texas’ School FIRST (Financial 
Integrity Rating System of Texas) 
financial accountability rating 
system, which Husfeld said was 
first developed by the state leg-
islature in 2001. He said the sys-
tem has been tweaked over the 
years, but Aledo ISD has consis-
tently been rated among the top 
districts in Texas for financial 
management.

According to a release rom the 
district, “the District has received 
the highest rating for 16 conse-
cutive years. For 2018-2019, the 
District received a score of 100. 
A score of 60 must be received to 
pass, with a score of 100 being the 
maximum that may be obtained.”

“Earning a Superior 
Achievement Rating for the 
16th consecutive year represents 
the commitment by Aledo ISD 
to financial responsibility,” said 
Hoyt Harris, Aledo ISD School 
Board President. “This proud 
honor highlights our dedication 
to excellent management prac-
tices and reporting done by our 
financial department.”

Husfeld also reported to the 
board that he plans to approach 
them next month for approv-
al to purchase eight new school 
buses. Husfeld said the need for 
additional buses was “based on 
current replacement needs and 
potential additional bus routes 
due to student growth.”

The 2015 bond election 
approved purchasing 24 school 
buses. The district approved an 
order of 12 buses in 2015, six in 
2016, two in 2018, and four in 
May of this year.

Husfeld said there is $89,225 
of 2015 bond funds remaining 
and “approximately $885,000 of 
2015 bond accumulated interest 
income allocated for school bus 
purchases.”

ANNETTA NORTH

Council 
amends 
zoning 
ordinance
By Colton HardThe Community News

Mayor Robert Schmidt moved 
discussion of a resident’s application 
to add a gate and driveway to his 
property to the front of last week’s 
Dec. 10 meeting. Previous ordinanc-
es require that the council approve 
all permits for building driveways. 
The resident, who’s property is 
located on Belle Circle, cited con-
struction traffic as his main motiva-
tion for building the new driveway.

While the Mayor stated 
approval for the permit, he want-
ed to clarify that the permit was 
to only allow personal use for the 
driveway. Schmidt’s primary con-
cern was that future owners may 
attempt to utilize the driveway as 
a way of turning Belle Circle into 
a thoroughfare from Jenkins Road 
to East Bankhead Highway. Mayor 
Pro-Tem Rob Watson moved to 
accept the application and received 
a second from Len Calloway. There 
was no opposition to the motion.

A public hearing was held for 
citizens to speak on a new amend-
ment to the zoning ordinance, but 
with no one from the public in 
attendance, the public hearing was 
closed shortly after it opened. The 
zoning ordinance at the time did 
not allow for use of any land with-
in the town as a sanitary sewer or 
wastewater plant, though this was 
specified separately for each type 
of zoned land. The amendment 
simply consolidated these restric-
tions into a single restriction. 
Schmidt claimed that the amend-
ment was merely meant to clarify 
land use restrictions, and was not 
a change in the town council’s phi-
losophy. Watson’s motion to adopt 
the amendment was seconded by 
Place 5 Kenneth Hall, and met no 
opposition from the council.

The council briefly discussed 
their construction plans for Jenkins 
Road. According to the council, 
the road is simply not designed to 
handle high traffic. The road would 
not be easily upgraded either, due 
to a lack of easements in certain 
key areas. While the council plans 
on gating off one end of the road, 
the plans for this construction are 
not complete, so no action could 
be taken at the time. The council 
discussed hiring a police officer to 
direct traffic on the road during 
certain times to help prevent major 
back ups.

After approval of the previous 
meeting’s minutes, financials for 
November 2019, and bills paid 
for December 2019, the meeting 
was adjourned. Turn to AISD, page A3
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25th Annual Good News Issue

Welcome to 
the 25th 

annual Good News 

edition of  The 

Community News.

Twenty-four years 

ago, we made a 

decision that one 

issue of the paper 

each year ought to 

be devoted to good 

news. News about 

water issues, train 

wrecks and political 

corruption can take 

a week off while we  

celebrate the end 

of one year and the 

beginning of a new 

one.

We invite you to 

check  

community-news.

com for breaking 

news during the  

holidays.

We hope you enjoy 

this issue - and we 

hope you and all 

who are dear to 

you have a  

wonderful 2020!

NiNe is diviNe
Bearcat Nation on top of Texas after Aledo wins record ninth state football championship  

with 45-42 win over FB Marshall

CYNTHIA LLEWELLYN/THE COMMUNITY 

The 2019 Bearcats celebrate with the state championship trophy after winning a record ninth 11-man football championship in Texas.

By Tony EierdamThe Community News

 Aledo solidified its place in 
Texas football history after the 
Bearcats held off a late Fort Bend 
Marshall comeback bid to earn a 
45-42 victory over the Buffalos to 
win the school’s ninth state football 
championship, an 11-man record, 
on Dec. 21 at AT&T Stadium in 
Arlington for the Class 5A, Division 
II state title.

Standing on the sidelines and 
counting down the seconds to vic-
tory next to the Bearcats’ bench 
was Aledo ISD Superintendent Dr. 
Susan Bohn, who must feel like she 
hit the double lottery this fall with 
this state championship that fol-
lowed last month’s bond approval.

Bohn feels the exposure from 
the record-setting state champi-
onship will only help to increase 
visibility to one of the Metroplex’s 
“destination districts.”

“Aledo is a really special place 
— in fact it is extraordinary — so 
this is a representation of our entire 
community and we are so happy 
and proud,” Bohn said. “This is 
obviously a huge stage — it is the 
biggest stage — so it gives us the 
opportunity to highlight our school 
and everything that is great about 
it. 

“This is so great, and we are 
incredibly proud of these kids and 
the coaches. It is enormous; it is 
huge.”

Athletic director Steve Wood, 
who experienced his first state title 
as an AD, won three state titles in 
five years as Bearcats’ head coach. 
Wood said each of the eight Aledo 
state titles he has been involved 
with either as a defensive coordi-
nator, head coach or AD have been 
memorable. Wood was not on staff 
when Aledo won its first pigskin 

title as a Class 3A school in 1998.
“They are all very, very special,” 

Wood said. “Winning a state cham-
pionship in Texas; how do you think 
I feel? I talked to the kids Thursday 
night (Dec. 19) at their team dinner 
and told them that there are so 
many people who do not get this 
opportunity — who never experi-
ence this — but our kids expect it.

“I want them to just enjoy this 
championship, bask in it, and 
understand how important it really 
is.”

Wood joked that he made a 
“pretty good hire as head football 
coach” in referring to his friend 
and colleague, Tim Buchanan, who 
returned to the sidelines this year 

CYNTHIA LLEWELLYN/THE COMMUNITY 

The Bearcats celebrate during the Aledo High School song following their victory.

Turn to NINTH, page 2

Looking Back

The Year
In Review

Out of Sync
Publisher Randy Keck explains space/time 
anomalies at the office of The Community 
News.
PAGE 5

Domination
Bearcats fill All-District positions, 
superlatives.

PAGE 7Volume 30, Number 2
Published Weekly

Coming down the pike
The new year means local organizations are 
getting back in gear.
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Spring-like weather means we haven’t had to hunker down indoors much this winter. Shep Sadler, 5, 
took full advantage of the weather when he enjoyed an outing to Bearcat Park on Wednesday.

BASKETBALL

Coming home
TCA Eagles, coached by 
former Bearcat Dayton 
Sheridan, will ‘travel’ to 
Aledo for unique  
non-district game
By Tony Eierdam
The Community News

The two schools are just 3.3 
miles apart, and although one is 
in private-school TAPPS and the 
other in public school UIL, they are 
remarkably similar.

In a unique matchup in boys’ 
basketball, the Aledo Bearcats will 
host the Trinity Christian Eagles in 
a non-district game that will offer 
a homecoming for two TCA coach-
es, including head coach Dayton 
Sheridan.

Tip off between the two East 
Parker County schools is at 7:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 14 at the Aledo 

High School gym. The JV game is 
set for 6 p.m.

AHS and TCA share many sim-
ilarities. Both have achieved high 
academic ratings and hold high aca-
demic standards, and although TCA 
is a designated “prep school,” Aledo 
ISD is one of the few Texas public 
high schools that is in fact a de facto 
“prep school.”

Both send roughly 99 percent 
of their graduates to college or the 
military.

The two school are also similar 
athletically. TCA won state in foot-
ball in just its third year in 11-man 
football in 2018, and Aledo has won 
state in football in three of the last 
four years. TCA routinely sends ath-
letes in individual sports to state 
competition and last year reached 
the state baseball title game.

Aledo’s success in sports other 
than football is also notable — to 
say the least — making this unique 

basketball matchup a sort of cel-
ebration of the successes of both 
schools.

While most would feel Aledo 
has nothing to gain and everything 
to lose — and TCA basically has 
nothing to lose being a small pri-
vate school — Bearcats head coach 
Jamon Copeland embraces the 
matchup.

“We love to compete and we get 
excited for any game, but this one 
is kind of special,” Copeland said. 
“Coach Sheridan called us and said 
he was very interested in playing us 
— not just this year but every year — 
and he is an Aledo alum so I thought 
this would be a cool deal. 

“I think this will be a great game 
for the community. The two schools 
are five minutes away from each 
other, and I hope we play them 
every year. It will be a neat deal.”

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Trinity Christian Academy head boys’ basketball coach Dayton Sheridan 
(far left) will bring his Eagles to Aledo to face the Bearcats in a unique 
matchup. It will be the first time the two East Parker County schools meet 
in team competition.Turn to MATCHUP, page 3

PARKER COUNTY

Transportation 
town hall set 
for Jan. 14
County seeks input from 
residents on future  
transportation needs

Parker County will host a trans-
portation town hall meeting at 6 
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 14 at New River 
Fellowship, 3252 Interstate 20 
Frontage Road in Hudson Oaks. 

The county is in the process of 
revising its transportation thor-
oughfares and seeks public input on 
its recommendations. The updated 
plan will provide a guide from which 
to develop a roadway network that 
will support future growth, enhance 
mobility, and create a safe and reli-
able multimodal transportation 
system for future generations. 

For more information about the, 
call the Parker County Judge’s Office 
at 817-598-6148.

DID YOU KNOW
More than 60,000 cars per 
day travel Interstate 30 alone 
between Tarrant and Parker 
Counties?

Active 
Shooters

Training important  
before engaging

In the wake of the recent White 
Settlement church shooting, Parker 
County Sheriff Larry Fowler issued 
a public service announcement with 
information about what to do in an 
active shooter situation. 

“First, we want to thank the gen-
tleman who intervened and saved 
countless lives,” Fowler said. “And 
to remind the public this man was 
trained properly.”

Sheriff Fowler’s concerns stretch 
to our local community regard-
ing the safety and concerns of our 
citizens. 

“This incident strikes close to 
our hearts and homes,” he said. “We 
encourage our residents to obtain 
their handgun licenses and prop-
erly train with your weapon on a 
regular basis. We back and uphold 
the second amendment and we are 
proactive when it comes to active 
shooter training response for our 
deputies.”

Parker County Sheriff ’s deputies 
train regularly for active shooter 
scenarios with the best instructors 
available on a recurring basis.

Fowler also encourages business 
leaders, church, and civic orga-
nizations to drop by the sheriff ’s 
office for a free active shooter mag-
azine created and produced by Law 
Publications.   

“This booklet is free to anyone 
who owns a business or is a part 

Turn to SHOOTER, page 3

Eagle Takes Wing
Ben Wilhelm receives Eagle Scout badge 
and neckerchief at Aledo ceremony.

PAGE 5

Last-minute save
Bearcats capture Moritz Kia Tournament 
championship in overtime.
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Tribute to brother
Tony Eierdam shares memories of his 
brother, Don.
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Ben Wilhelm and his grandfather, Bill Martin, give a thumbs-up at the conclusion of Ben’s Eagle 
Scout Court of Honor at the Aledo Community Center on Sunday, Jan. 12. Martin gave Ben a com-
pass with an inscription by Thoreau. Ben’s other grandfather, Jerry Wilhelm, gave Ben an American 
Eagle coin and a knife. More on the Court of Honor can be found on page 5.

Thumbs Up
ALEDO

Council 
approves 
reinvestment 
zone
By Nicole Hawkins
The Community News

The Aledo City Council unani-
mously approved the creation of a tax 
increment reinvestment zone (TIRZ) 
at its Dec. 18 meeting. 

A TIRZ is a zone within a coun-
ty, city or municipality in which tax 
increment financing is used to fund 
improvements in order to attract 
development, according to the Texas 
Comptroller’s office. 

According to the preliminary plan 
approved by the Council, the City will 
deposit an amount equal to 35 percent 
of the maintenance and operations 
portion of the ad valorem tax rate, 
which makes up 28 percent of the 
City’s overall tax rate, into the TIRZ 
fund each year.

The zone, which is proposed to 
last for 30 years, is expected to gen-
erate approximately $113 million in 
new real property tax revenue over 
the term of the zone, according to a 
feasibility study included in the pre-
liminary plan.

While the creation of a TIRZ does 
not impose any new taxes, there is the 
possibility of an increase in property 
values within the zone, which would 
lead to an increase in property taxes, 
Mary Petty of Petty & Associates said 
at the meeting.

The preliminary plan will now 
be reviewed by the TIRZ Board of 
Directors, made up of the Mayor and 
City Council, who will then recom-
mend the Council to approve the final 
project and finance plan for the zone. 

A PRACTICAL 
EXAMPLE
Last year the property located 
at 150 Bailey Ranch Road in 
Aledo was valued at $44,800. 
At the City of Aledo’s current 
tax rate of .3545, the city 
received $169.29 in property tax 
revenue from that property.

This year, that property now 
has a CVS Pharmacy sitting on 
it. While the valuations are not 
in, we can estimate $1.7 million 
based on the building permit. 
At Aledo’s current rate, that 
means next year the city will 
receive $6,026.50 in property 
taxes from that same spot, or 
an increase of $5,857.21.

Under the terms of the TIRZ, 
28 percent of that difference 
(or $1,640) will now go into the 
TIRZ fund for specific projects 
under the TIRZ.

The TIRZ Board will receive 
input from Aledo’s Economic 
Development Corporation and 
other entities on how best to 
use the TIRZ funds.

Turn to TIRZ, page 3

Buddy Watch 
Walk coming 
to Parker 
County
Veterans walking across 
the U.S. to call  
attention to issues
By Randy Keck
The Community News 

Military veterans often have diffi-
culties when they return home from 
service, and John Ring wants to call 
attention to the challenges they face.

Ring served as a specialist in the 
Georgia Army National Guard with 
the 48th Infantry Brigade. “The past 
few years I’ve been working with vet-
erans, and kind of a little disgruntled 
with the lack of treatment they get,” 
he said. 

He became associated with an 
organization called Buddy Watch, 
Incorporated that was trying to build 
tiny homes for homeless veterans off 
of Fort Stewart, Georgia. Increasingly 
concerned about the plight of vet-
erans, Ring decided one way to call 
attention to the problem was to go for 
a walk — a long walk.

“And so on Oct. 1 I left the Tybee 
Island pier in Georgia to set out to 
walk 2,462 miles to the Santa Monica 
Pier in California,” he said.

He wanted the public to under-
stand what veterans are facing, so 

Turn to BUDDY, page 3

Deconstruction
Memories abound from  
the old municipal building  
in Willow Park
By Randy Keck
The Community News

Residents of Willow Park might be 
excused for wondering what all the noise 
was about on Thursday, Jan. 9. It was the 
day the old police department/fire station 
was razed in the wake of the city’s new 
Public Safety Building.

The building played several roles in its 
history, and spectators were surprised to see 
a “building inside the building” when the 
red bricks came down.

We decided some history was in order.
One of the “go-to” sources of Willow Park 

History is Kay Davis, who moved to Willow 
Park with her husband, Richard, in 1978.

It only took about three years for Davis 
to convince the city’s aldermen to allow her 
to hold her daughter’s eighth-grade dance in 
the building.

She said the original city building had 
an attached kitchen and a garage where 
the town’s only fire truck, “Old Whitey,” was 
parked.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Demolition went quickly on the old Willow Park municipal building after being vacated by the 
police and fire departments.Turn to BUILDING, page 4

Fleet of Foot
Dancers prepare for ‘Dancing with the 
Aledo Stars.’

PAGE 3

Basketball
Bearcats record falls to 2-2 after trip to 
Abilene.
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Celebrity sighting
Pat Green makes appearance at Bearcats 
banquet.

PAGE 3

Copyright 2020, The Community News

Rayfield writes a big check  Tournament proceeds, 2
J a n u a r y  3 1 - F e b r u a r y  6 ,  2 0 2 0  · w w w . c o m m u n i t y - n e w s . c o m  · 7 5  c e n t s

The CommuniTy news
Serving Aledo · the Annettas · Hudson Oaks · Willow Park, Texas

Their Latest 
Mission

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

John Ring, Jason Hanner, and Jimmy Mathews are shown walking westward through Hudson Oaks last 
Sunday. The Buddy Watch Walk Pier to Pier is a cross-country trek to call attention to veterans issues.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

John Ring, Aledo Mayor Kit Marshall, and Jimmy 
Mathews

Vets visit Parker County on 
cross-country walk
By Randy Keck
The Community News

When John Ring set out on a cross-country 
walk from Tybee Island Pier in Georgia on Oct. 11, 
2019, he didn’t know what to expect. He just knew 
he wanted to call attention to the issues faced by 
military veterans when they get back home and 
out of the service.

He walked alone for the first month on his 
way to Santa Monica Pier in California. From 
time to time others would join him, but when he 
reached Pearl, Mississippi he was joined by Jimmy 
Mathews, who had just retired after 25 years in 
the Army, and the two have walked together ever 
since.

(Ring’s story was in The Community News on 
in the Jan. 17 issue.)

“I reached out to him and told him I was 
inspired about what he was doing. And then I 
asked him when he came through Mississippi 
[that] I would like to join him,” Mathews said. 
“And then once I started walking with him I just 

Turn to WALK, page 2

ALEDO

Assisted 
living 
facility 
coming to 
city
By Nicole Hawkins
The Community News

The Aledo City Council unan-
imously approved a request for a 
Specific Use Permit for an assisted 
living and memory care facility on 
the 900 block of Bailey Ranch Road 
at their regular meeting on Jan. 23. 
The approval came following a pub-
lic hearing at which no one spoke. 

The 110-unit facility, Harvest 
Senior Living, will be built on 7.49 
acres south of Aledo High School.

Mayor Kit Marshall began the 
meeting by proclaiming Jan. 23 as 
Aledo Bearcats Day in honor of the 
Aledo Bearcats football team for 
their ninth state championship win. 

“We are very proud of our 
Bearcats,” Marshall said.

The Council went on to unani-
mously approve the consent agenda, 
which included the resignation of 
Jeff Foust and Jim Witherow from 
the Planning & Zoning Commission 
and the appointment of Jeff Corby 
and Tiffany Reed-Villareal to the 
Commission.

Marshall said Foust and 
Witherow are resigning because 
they are moving out of Aledo.

A representative from the U.S. 
Census Bureau, Eda Kosma, dis-
cussed the upcoming 2020 census 
with the Council and said Aledo res-
idents can expect their census packet 
in the mail in March. In May, the 
Census Bureau will send employees to 
Aledo neighborhoods to collect cen-
sus data from those who have not yet 
submitted their packets, Kosma said.

The Council unanimously approved 
a reduced payment of $78, 514.84 to the 
Texas Department of Transportation 
for the 2014-2015 Safe Routes to 
School Project, which was used to 
fund the construction of sidewalks 
from McAnally Intermediate School to 
Vandagriff Elementary School. 

Initially, TxDOT said the city 
owed over $173,000 for the project 
due to overages. Some of the over-
ages were due to increased costs due 
to a three-year delay construction, 
which the city had agreed to at the 
request of TxDOT. 

TxDOT has now agreed to 
$95,000 after meeting with City 
Administrator Bill Funderburk and 
Director of Public Works Gretchen 
Vasquez. “I do believe [TxDOT] 
came to the table in good faith, 
which I personally appreciate, and 
I appreciate them wanting to maybe 
look at the processes and see what 
needs to be changed in the future 
so that we, and hopefully any other 
city, doesn’t have that same situa-
tion arise,” Marshall said.

WILLOW PARK

Park and 
Playground 
take shape
Council approves  
concept plan
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The Willow Park City Council 
took another step toward a new park 
at its regular meeting on Tuesday, 
Jan. 28.

The park would be developed 
to replace the playground and park 
that was lost when the city needed 
the land for its new Public Safety 
Building. With the demolition of the 
old building complete, the city can 
now develop plans for use of the site 
as a park and playground.

Bernie Parker, Assistant City 
Administrator of Planning and 
Development, reported that the 
city had contracted with landscape 
architects Pacheco Koch in October 
of 2019 to help develop a plan for 
the park.

The city formed a steering com-
mittee to help develop the plan, and 
Parker said the city’s Parks Board 
had unanimously approved the con-
cept that was being presented.

Parker stressed that what the 
council was being shown was a con-
cept and not a final plan.

Dorothy Witmeyer of Pacheco 
Koch walked the council through 
the concept plan. She was at the 
meeting with Nick Nelson, also 
from Pacheco Koch.

“We both had the opportunity to 
work on your parks and trails mas-
ter plan,” Witmeyer said. “So a little 
bit of the groundwork was already 
done as far as determining some of 
the city preferences and what came 
out of the citizen feedback.”

Showing a map of the existing 
site, Mitmeyer pointed out the creek 
running through the property and 
the existing mature trees as two pos-
itives on the site.

There were some areas with 
steeper slopes that she said would be 
difficult to develop, but other areas 
that are either gently sloped, such 
as the site of the old Public Safety 
Building, that were ideal for place-
ment of playgrounds and parking.

She also pointed out the exist-
ing Demonstration Garden that was 
created and is maintained by the 
Parker County Master Gardeners, 
and the existing bridge, as assets to 
the site.

The concept plan she showed the 
council featured an 18-space park-
ing lot and two playgrounds, one 
designed for ages 2-5, and another 
for ages 5-12.

“And some of the nice things 
about that is it takes advantage of 
some of the existing mature trees 
that you already have, but you’re 
not having to remove any of those 

Turn to PARK, page 4

It’s for the Kids
Local dance couples light up the stage for 
annual ‘Dancing with the Aledo Stars.’
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Five Finest
Five AHS swimmers qualify for state meet.
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Basketball
Ladycats back in the hunt after win over 
Abilene Wylie.

PAGE 8

Copyright 2020, The Community News

Election Time  Letters to the Editor, 7
F e b r u a r y  7 - 1 3 ,  2 0 2 0  · w w w . c o m m u n i t y - n e w s . c o m  · 7 5  c e n t s

The CommuniTy news
Serving Aledo · the Annettas · Hudson Oaks · Willow Park, Texas

Less travel 
ahead

UIL places Aledo schools in new 
district alignment
By Tony Eierdam
The Community News

Announcing another reclassification and 
redistricting for a new two-year cycle, the 
University Interscholastic League (UIL) posted 
on its website on Monday that it has placed Aledo 
football in District 5-5A, Division II and the 
other Aledo High Schools sports in District 5-5A.

Aledo High School will compete in the new 
districts in the 2020-21 and 2021-22 school 
years.

Every two years — due in part to new schools 
built or other schools gaining or losing enrollment 
— the UIL resets numbers in its six classifications 
(A, 2A, 3A, 4A, 5A and 6A) and redraws competi-
tion districts with schools of like sizes.

Class 5A Aledo High School in October turned 
in a “snapshot” enrollment number of 1,859.

Class 5A will now consist of schools with 
enrollments between 1230-2219 students. Class 
5A schools with less than 1921 students will play 
football in Division II (small schools) districts, 
where Aledo landed.

Joining Aledo football in District 5-5A, 
Division II are six teams — Arlington Seguin, 
Burleson, Cleburne, Everman, Joshua, and 
Waco University — who have played in district 
against the Bearcats the last two years. Mansfield 
Timberview is added to this mix. One again, 
Aledo will play football in Region II.

Bearcats head coach Tim Buchanan also 
announced that, tentatively, the Bearcats will 
play Weatherford and Denton Guyer and a team 
from Mexico in 2020 and 2021 in non-district 
play.

Aledo ISD Athletic Director Steve Wood 
seemed pleased with the announcement.

“We dropped Midlothian and Burleson 
Centennial but we gained Mansfield Timberview,” 
Wood said. “Timberview is athletic and will be a 
formidable opponent. I like an eight-team dis-
trict because you get three non-district games.”

In non-football sports, joining Aledo in 
District 5-5A will be Azle, Brewer, Granbury, 
Wichita Falls High School, and Wichita Falls 
Rider. The Aledo non-football sports will com-
pete in Region I.

“This is better than it was; the travel is now 
cut in half (in district play),” Wood said. “I like 
(the new district). We drop the Abilene schools 
but keep the Wichita Falls schools, and hopefully 
we can work out scheduling where we have trips 
up there on Fridays. This affects a lot of folks.”

The UIL has set a Feb. 14 deadline for appeals.

DISTRICT 5-5A  
(FOOTBALL)
Aledo, Arlington Seguin, Burleson, 
Cleburne, Everman, Joshua, Mansfield 
Timberview, Waco University

DISTRICT 5-5A 
(NON-FOOTBALL 
SPORTS)
Aledo, Azle, Brewer, Granbury, Wichita 
Falls High School, Wichita Falls Rider

Joy of Dance

Public 
celebrates 
nine-time 
champs
By Randy Keck
The Community News

An estimated 500 people 
including local dignitaries 
defied drizzly skies and the 
threat of rain to honor the 
nine-time state champion 
Aledo Bearcat football team.

“Celebrating Greatness” 
was the moniker to describe 
the event to recognize the 
record-breaking occasion 
of the ninth 11-man football 
championship at the Shops at 
Willow Park.

Merchandise was available 
from the Quarterback Club 
and posters were provided by 
the school district for auto-
graphs by players and coaches.

Following a performance by 
the Bearcat Regiment, cheer-
leaders, and the Aledo High 
School dance team, master of 
ceremonies Shawn Callaway 
introduced Parker County 
Judge Pat Deen.

Deen referred to a quote by 
quarterback Jake Bishop that 
referred to the winning culture 
in Aledo.

“You expect to win,” Deen 
said. “You set the standard that 
there’s no other option — that 
you’re going to win — and you 
prove that year after year after 
year. And that sets a winning 
standard of excellence for all of 
Parker County, but it also goes 
past the football field and goes 
into your life.”

State Representative Phil 
King was also at the event, and 
he focused on community cul-
ture as well.

“Things like this, don’t hap-
pen in a vacuum” King said. 
“You could have had the same 
team in another district and 
this wouldn’t have happened. 

Turn to CHAMPS, page 4

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Calie Green performed 
with the dance team at the 
Celebrating Greatness event 
on Monday.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Maia Emerson was intent on learning moves taught to the participants of the Campfire after-
school program at Walsh Elementary School on Tuesday, Feb. 4. The Aledo High School dance 
team visited and performed a routine before teaching some steps to the students.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Kajuan and Disa Billings danced a swank routine at the second Dancing with the Aledo Stars on 
Saturday, Feb 1. Read more on page 6.

Sound and Fun
Aledo bands host annual Bid the Sound 
fundraisers.

PAGE 8

Signings
Four AHS athletes commit to four-year 
universities.
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Making a Splash
Swimcats prepare for state meet.
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Persistence Pays

RICHARD GREENE/WISE COUNTY MESSE

Aledo High School junior Trey Griffin (foreground) and Kyle Webster of Decatur work on their team roping skills 
on Jan. 31.

Aledo team roper takes 
roadblocks in stride
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The best stories are those where 
someone is told they can’t win, and 
then they go and do it anyway. That 
was the situation for Trey Griffin, a 
junior at Aledo High School, who 
spends most of his free time on 
horseback.

Trey is a team roper, and it is 
exactly what it sounds like — it’s a 
team.

Trey started learning to rope 
about five years ago. His mother, 
Amy Griffin, works on a ranch, and 
he is around horses a lot.

Under the tutelage of Oscar 
Espaillat, former Weatherford 
College rodeo star, Trey developed 
his skills with a rope and a horse.

Specifically, Matilda.
“If you don’t have a good horse 

you’re not a good team at all,” Trey 
said.

“And in the roping world or in 
the rodeo world, in barrels or any-
thing it’s a finished horse that means 
of course it’s gone through the train-
ing just as much as the athlete has,” 
Amy added.

Matilda was the horse that 
carried Trey in his team roping 
competitions.

“Her legacy with my son is she 
kept him safe,” Amy said. “And when 
she got in the box, she did her 
job — she always did her job. Trey 
might have had errors or mistakes. 
It was never her fault. And that’s 
where there’s a big difference of a 
very well-finished horse where she 

did her job every single time consis-
tently. Matilda taught my son what 
he needed to work on, and she was 
patient enough to let him go and 
work on those, and still showed up 
at the next rodeo.”

Trey joined the Aledo High 
School rodeo team his freshman 
year, but his partner was a senior, so 
his sophomore year he had to start 
over with a new partner — also a 
senior.

That year, and his sophomore 
year, he made it to the North Texas 
High School Rodeo Association 
finals. 

This year he lost his partner at a 
bad time for him — he was trying to 
accumulate enough points to qual-
ify for the Fort Worth Stock Show 
and Rodeo Scholarship Rodeo. To 
qualify for the rodeo, he needed to 
accumulate points by doing well at 
rodeos leading up to the Scholarship 
Rodeo.

With only three rodeos remain-
ing, Kyle Webster stepped into the 
picture in late October of 2019.

Kyle is from Decatur, and Trey 
met him at other rodeos in the Texas 
High School Rodeo Association 
Region III.

“He’s like, quiet, and doesn’t 
talk,” Trey said. “And so me and my 
buddy, my partner and my other 
friend, were, like ‘hey, hi, how are 
you,’ messing with him and then we 
just became friends.”

The question was, could Trey 
and Kyle compile enough points 
with just three rodeos remaining?

“I will be honest — there’s like a 
point where sometimes I think ‘you 
know what, I’m not gonna pay the 
entry fee — I’ll save my money and 

just start a whole ‘nother season,” 
Amy said.

Trey and Kyle would have none 
of that.

“I will shout out as far as these 
two — they’re like, no, we still have 
one more shot,” Amy added.

To add another level of difficulty, 
Trey missed one of the remaining 
three rodeos, so it all came down to 
Dec. 7.” 

To add a third level of difficulty, 
Matilda became ill before that Dec. 
7 rodeo, so Trey rode Forkland, who 
had been in training but was not 
finished. 

But on Dec. 7, they did what they 
had to do.

“It was like it was like the 
Cinderella team coming in, you 
know, the Hail Mary,” Amy said.

They had to place with a certain 
number of points, and they did just 
that.

“We  qualified when no one 
thought we would qualify,” Trey 
added.

Five days later, Matilda passed 
away.

“It’s been a journey as a mom to 
watch him — the hardest part about 
this whole journey is also teach-
ing, watching your son grieve, and 
then yet teaching your child how to 
grieve,” Amy said.

Moving forward, Trey and Kyle 
will continue to enter rodeos in the 
NTHRRA and THSRA. Trey said 
on any given day or week there is 
always a rodeo.

There are two kinds — high 
school and jackpot rodeos. At high 
school rodeos the prizes are in the 

Turn to ROPING, page 5

PARKER COUNTY

Early primary voting 
begins next week
by Randy Keck
The Community News

Early voting will be available 
to Parker County residents begin-
ning Feb. 18. Polls at locations 
around the county (see page 9 
for locations)will be open from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday-Friday of 
next week, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
on Saturday, and from 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 23.

The following week polls will 
be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Monday-Friday.

Election day is March 3.
Registered voters may vote 

in either the Republican or 
Democratic primary.

From a county perspec-
tive, there is only one race in 
the Republican primary that 
affects voters in Precinct 4, which 
includes Aledo, Willow Park, and 
the Annettas.

Parker County Sheriff Larry 
Fowler has three challengers 
on the ballot: Fred Hammons, 
Gregory Scott Gates, and Darrell 
Hull.

There are no contest-
ed Democratic contests in the 
county.

At the top of the ballot in 
each party is the presidential 
preference.

On the Republican bal-
lot, the presidential choices are 
Donald Trump, Zoltan G. Istvan, 
Matthew John Matern, Roque 
“Rocky” De La Fuente Guerra, 
Bob Ely, Joe Walsh and Bill Weld.

On the Democratic ballot 
for president are John Delaney, 
Michael R. Bloomberg, Marianne 
Williamson, Roque “Rocky” De 
La Fuente, Amy Klobuchar, 
Robby Wells, Elizabeth Warren, 
Pete Buttigieg, Bernie Sanders, 
Joseph R. Biden, Julian Castro, 
Tom Steyer, Cory Booker, Tulsi 
Gabbard, Deval Patrick, Andrew 
Yang, and Michael Bennet.

For sample ballots with the 
names of all candidates in all races, 
visit https://www.parkercoun-
tytx.com/455/Sample-Ballots.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Chris Everett of engage2learn led a group session for parents and 
community members to provide guidance to architects of the ele-
mentary schools that were approved in the recent Aledo ISD bond 
election on Thursday, Feb. 6. A similar meeting geared toward middle 
school was set for Feb. 13.

Giving Back
Two Rotary clubs donate to East Parker 
County Library to replace stolen funds.
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The Boys of Spring
Beatcats have depth going into baseball 
season.
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State Swimmers
AHS swimmers compete at state meet.
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Aledo’s Elijah Sohn dives off the block at the Class 5A Swimming and Diving State Meet on Saturday, Feb. 15, in 
Austin. Sohn broke a Class 5A state record in the boys’ 200-yard freestyle. For more on the state meet, see page 9.

A Splash at State

Building Relationships and Service
TCA’s ‘Serve and Grow’ 
provides opportunities  
for students
By Randy Keck
The Community News

Trinity Christian Academy has a 
history of reaching out beyond the 
community with mission projects, 
but a new program this school year 
is bringing service opportunities for 
students closer to home.

Serve and Grow developed out of 
a desire to help build relationships 
among students and to reach out to 
the community.

“Our three core values at TCA 
are excellence, relationship, and ser-
vice,” said Becky Staggs, secondary 
assistant principal at TCA. “We have 
various ways we do that throughout 
the school year but we recognize 
we really need to focus more on the 
relationship and service even more 
than what we’re already doing.”

When students at TCA reach 
sixth grade, they become members 
of multi-grade-level core groups 
that they remain in until they grad-
uate. There are 12-15 students in 
each core group, which is either all 
boys or all girls.

“The juniors and seniors apply to 
be leaders and go through leadership 

training, and they lead the small 
group discussions and things like 
that,” Staggs said. “So we thought 
‘that’s awesome’ because we’re form-
ing relationships outside our grade 
level.”

“The core group programs are 
popular with the kids — they really 
enjoy it. I’ll get students that’ll come 
back from college to just check on 
their core group, make sure every-
thing’s going well with a core group 
that they left behind here,” said Ken 
Nobles, secondary school principal.

And while students have the 
opportunity throughout the school 
year to interact with their own grade 
level, “we didn’t have a time we 
could focus on relationships among 
these people,” Staggs said.

“And so, conversely, we also teach 
them about service. But we wanted 
to be able to be more effective and 
efficient. So, in one day, we took care 
of both things in the fall.”

On one day in November, the 
girls in the school were divided into 
12 groups that spent the full day at 
12 different locations while the boys 
stayed on campus.

The boys spent the day in group 
discussions and team-building on 
a more grade-level basis while the 
girls did service projects.

The roles will be reversed in 
April when the girls stay at school 
and the boys do a service project.

“Mrs. Staggs actually came up 
with the idea for Serve and Grow,” 
Nobles said. “I thought that was 
a really good idea. When the girls 
went out to do their project the 
boys stayed here. We talked about 
integrity, doing the right thing., how 
to be a strong Christian witness in 
the world that we live in today and 
what that looks like for young men 
and what that looks like for boys 
their age.”

The girls spent their days at Fort 
Worth Pregnancy Center, Rivertree 
Academy in Como, Ridglea Assisted 
Living & Memory Care, Benbrook 
Nursing & Rehab, Grace House in 
Weatherford, Birchman Baptist 
Church’s homeless ministry, and 
other locations.

“I just think that [Serve and 
Grow] sends a big message to our 
students that we care more about 
them as people than just their aca-
demics. We get academics, we are a 
high academic school, but we care 
about them as individuals, their 
character — enough to the point 
where we’ll take away two days of 
school.”

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Emma Bayles, Sophie Scott (with back to camera) and Avery Tucker move 
a playhouse at Rivertree Academy in Como.Turn to SERVICE, page 2

KATHY CHRUSCIELSKI/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The start of the 2018 Aledo AdvoCats Glow Run

15th Annual Run Walk or 
Crawl set for March 28

By Randy Keck

The Community News

The Aledo Children’s 
AdvoCats will host the 15th annu-
al Run Walk or Crawl event on 
Saturday, March 28, at Bearcat 
Stadium.

Over the years the popular 1k 
and 5k event has morphed from 
a Saturday morning event to an 
evening glow run. Runners can 
participate in the 1k, 5k, or both.

More than just a race, how-
ever, Run Walk or Crawl has 
grown to include live music,  

entertainment, children’s activ-
ities, and food before and after 
the races.

Last year’s race drew about 
1,100 participants, and this year 
holds the potential of even more. 
Runners will receive glow gear to 
wear throughout the run.

“This is our 15th year and 
we are really excited about this 
year’s race,” said Aleshia Howe, 
this year’s race chair. “We have 
a lot of community involvement. 
We think it will be really fun.”

Turn to RWC, page 5

50 and Counting
Dennis and Mary Conner celebrate golden 
wedding anniversary.
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Brass at Brewer
Track season under way.

PAGE 10Volume 30, Number 9
Published Weekly

Clean Sweep
Ladycats soccer team halfway through dis-
trict with perfect 4-0 record.
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Big Honor

RANDY KECK /THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Robert and Patti Oaks pin the Eagle badge on their son Ben, who received his Eagle Scout at a cere-
mony Sunday, Feb. 23, at Oak Ridge Church of Christ in Willow Park. Read more about it on page 3.

TRAFFIC

Delays at 
FM5/I-20 
intersection 
explained
By Randy Keck
The Community News

A familiar sight is the line-up of cars at 
almost any time of day waiting to either turn 
or get through the under-eternal-construction 
at the corner of Mikus/FM5 and I-20.

As with some other road and bridge con-
struction in recent history, the inevitable 
question is “why is it taking so long?”

The issue with this intersection is a case of 
“once you start digging, you never know what 
you are going to find.”

According to Bethany Kurtz, Public 
Information Officer with the Texas 
Department of Transportation’s Fort Worth 
office, “Design modifications are occurring on 
the Mikus Road project to address challenges 
encountered not included within the original 
scope of the project.

“This includes grading issues related to 
the discovery of old U.S. 80 concrete paving 
from the 1940s under the westbound frontage 
road, and water seepage and material stability 
issues associated with the west turnaround. 
The design modifications of the westbound 
frontage road are complete.”

In addition, a bridge specialist in Austin is 
redesigning the west-side retaining wall.

“TxDOT is in discussions with city lead-
ers and the fire and police departments of 
Hudson Oaks, Willow Park, and Weatherford 
to expedite construction activity while mini-
mizing any impacts for emergency response 
providers and maintaining safe traffic flow 
through the area,” Kurtz said.

New bank 
building 
to raise 
Willow 
Park profile
Three-story building 
now under  
construction
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The business communi-
ty in Willow Park is about 
to take a large step forward 
with the addition of a new 
office building and branch 
for First National Bank of 
Weatherford.

The new facility, now 
under construction just to 
the east of Brookshire’s, will 
have 43,780 square feet in 
three stories.

Zan Prince, the bank’s 
Chairman of the Board, 
explained some of the history 
of the site.

“We’re pretty excited,” she 
said. “We acquired the land 
about 14 years ago or so.”

What the bank acquired 
was about 43 acres, and over 
the years has negotiated with 
TxDOT for the access to the 
I-20 service road that is now 
in place, as well as planning 
the roads.”

“We bought the entire 43 
acres — that’s what we had 
to do to get the three and a 
half that we really needed,” 
she said. “We’re pretty excited 
after these years to see people 
are there around our feature 

Turn to BANK, page 3

Sheriff Candidates’ Profiles
The only truly contested local race in either party in the upcoming March 3 primaries that pertains to east Parker County is the Republican 
primary for Parker County Sheriff. Below, we begin profiles of the four candidates. 

Larry Fowler (Incumbent)
1. Describe your personal traits and 
experience that would make you a good 
sheriff.

Throughout my travels 
as a Deputy United 
States Marshal, I wit-
nessed a multitude 
of law enforcement 
supervision and lead-
ership styles. I expe-
rienced what worked 
and what did not. 
Additionally, I had the 
opportunity to estab-
lish and supervise 
several successful multi-jurisdictional task 
forces throughout the country. When I 
returned home to Parker County, I brought 
all of the best attributes I acquired at the 

Turn to FOWLER, page 2

Gregory Scott Gates
1. Describe your personal traits and 
experience that would make you a good 
sheriff.

I am a man of my 
word. It is an ele-
ment of my character 
regardless of wheth-
er I am interacting 
with family, friends, 
clients or now, as 
part of my candida-
cy. I am a successful 
businessman with 
more than 35 years 
of experience running 
a businesses here in Parker County. My 
business success and experience place me 
in the unique position of understanding 
the financial and managerial aspects of 

Turn to GATES, page 2

Fred Hammons
1. Describe your personal traits and 
experience that would make you a good 
sheriff.

I’m a conservative 
Republican who 
proudly honors and 
will protect the 
Second Amendment. I 
will stand beside you 
to protect your civil 
rights and the Second 
Amendment.

I will bring respect and 
honesty to the sher-
iff’s office. I started the Fort Worth Police 
Academy at the age of 23, 34 months after 
graduation from high school. I also worked 
for the City of Fort Worth in a civilian 
capacity as well. During this I was appoint-

Turn to HAMMONS, page 2

Darrell Hull

1. Describe your personal traits and 
experience that would make you a good 
sheriff.

Training; Weatherford 
College Peace 
Officer Academy 
Graduate 1993, 
Master Peace Officer 
Certification from 
Texas Commission 
on Law Enforcement, 
Police Instructor, 
Communication Officer, 
Basic Correctional Officer from Concept, 
Inc., Mays Business School at Texas A&M 
University, and Developing Leaders for 
Texas Law Enforcement.

Turn to HULL, page 2

FFA Honors
The AHS FFA team is piling up awards at 
stock shows.

PAGE 5

Staying on Top
Ladycats out to perfect 6-0 district record 
in soccer season.
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And another 6-0
Bearcats win home tournament, open sea-
son with 6-0 record.
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ALEDO

Rezoning 
request 
delayed

Council postpones decision 
on Annetta Road property
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The Aledo City Council could not 
reach an agreement on whether to rezone 
property at 325 Old Annetta Road from 
Single Family Residential to Commercial 
District at its regular Feb. 27 meeting.

Tony White was at the meeting to 
represent the current property owner, ST 
White Trucking Company.  White told 
the council that the company bought the 
property in 2012, and has used it as resi-
dential rental property ever since.

White said he was requesting the 
rezoning in order to sell the property. 
He said his company had a contract with 
The Complete Backyard, who wants to 
purchase it.

At the public hearing portion of the 
meeting, residents of Hidden Valley rose 
to speak. The back of the property is 
adjacent to the backs of several homes 
on Hidden Valley.

Bob Carlson told the council that he 
thought the property would better serve 
as an extension of the Aledo Community 
Center. He pointed out that park land is 
in short supply.

Weldon Turner spoke next. “My con-
cern is that at the back of that property 
is a neighborhood established over 45 
years ago.”

One additional resident spoke in 
favor of using the property as an exten-
sion of the community center.

Council member Matt Ribitzki told 
the residents he appreciated them being 
at the meeting. However, it said he 
thought it would be improper for the city 
to intervene in a transaction where there 
is a contract on the property.

When Mayor Kit Marshall asked for 
a motion regarding the zoning change, 
there was a long silence among the three 
council members at the meeting (two 
were absent).

Clint Robinson then made a motion 
to approve the rezoning, but the motion 
died for lack of a second.

Spencer Perry then made a motion 
to deny the rezoning, and it also died for 
lack of a second.

City Attorney Betsy Elam said the 
council can take up the matter again 
at its next meeting when more council 
members are present.

In other business, the council 
unanimously:
• approved Boy Scout Troop 109 to 

be the sponsor of the “Adopt a Spot” 
program at Bearcat Park;

• approved a dramatic performance 
by Drama Kids of Parker County at 
Bearcat Park on May 16;

• awarded a Professional Services 
Agreement to Freese & Nichols, Inc. 
for a water and wastewater impact 
fee update;

Turn to ALEDO, page 2

Cleaning Crew

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Among the volunteers who helped in the Feb. 29 Annetta Cleanup were Charles Pinckard, Eric Heaton, 
Marco Lozzi, Houston Story, and Jeff Grimm.

POLITICS

County 
voters 
return 
Fowler 
to office
Granger holds on in 
congressional contest
By Randy Keck
The Community News

Republican Primary voters 
in Parker County decided they 
like incumbent sheriff Larry 
Fowler just fine, giving him 
the lion’s share of votes against 
three challengers.

In the unofficial final tally, 
Fowler received 16,344 votes, 
69.61 percent of the total. His 
nearest challenger, Darrell 
Hull, received 5,215 votes. 
Since there is no Democrat on 
the November ballot, Fowler 
is the de facto winner and will 
return to office next year.

In the other hotly-contested 
race in the county, incum-
bent U.S. Representative Kay 
Granger held off challeng-
er Chris Putnam both in the 
county and district-wide.

County totals show Granger 
receiving 13,512 (56 percent) 
to Putnam’s 10,419 (44 per-
cent). In the district overall, 
Granger received 42,789 votes 
to Putnam’s 31,130.

Granger will face Democrat 
Lisa Welch in November. 
Welch won her primary over 
Danny Anderson, receiving 
35,923 to Anderson’s 8,428.

In the Democratic presi-
dential primary, former Vice 
President Joe Biden claimed 
the plurality of votes in Parker 
County, receiving 2,045 votes 
(39 percent) to Bernie Sanders’ 
1,344 (25 percent). Michael 
Bloomberg, who dropped out 
of the race Wednesday morn-
ing, received 801 votes on 
Tuesday, or 15 percent of the 
total.

Selected race results are 
below. For a full list, visit www.
community-news.com.

REPUBLICANS  
PRESIDENT  
Donald J Trump 23,256 95.79%
Zoltan G. Istvan 26 0.11%
Matthew Matern 27 0.11%
Roque Guerra 31 0.13%
Bob Ely 13 0.05%
Joe Walsh 94 0.39%
Bill Weld 107 0.44%
Uncommitted 723 2.98%

Turn to RESULTS, page 2

Model A Fords visit Stuard
By Randy Keck
The Community News

There were questions a-plen-
ty when members of the Fort 
Worth Model A Club visited 
Stuard Elementary School on 
Feb. 21.

First-graders at the school 
were studying influential 
Americans, and the Model A 

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Ainsley Henze, Everett Rose, Eric Jack, and Oliver Wight are shown in front of Chuck Nixon’s 1928 Model 
A Ford Convertible. The four students went to school as Henry Ford.

Turn to FORDS, page 2

What to do?
There’s plenty! See two pages of event 
listings.
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Undefeated Champs
Ladycats soccer team finishes district unde-
feated, readies for the playoffs.
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Opening win
Bearcats begin baseball season with win 
over Abilene Wylie.
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Winning Large

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Superintendent Dr. Susan Bohn accepted the Large Business of the Year Award on behalf of the Aledo 
Independent School District at the East Parker County Chamber of Commerce annual awards banquet on March 
5. Also shown (from left) are Anita Callaway, Lynn McKinney, Jennifer Loftin, Julie Turner, and Amber Crissey.

WILLOW PARK

Council nixes 
helipad at residence
Begins study for  
stormwater utility
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The Willow Park City Council 
revisited a resident’s request for a 
helipad at its regular meeting on 
March 10.

Willow Park resident Dana 
Bowman had requested a special 
use permit to install the helipad 
at his address on Spanish Oak to 
be used for veterans, his Wounded 
Warrior project, and similar uses. 
His lot is 10 acres.

The council considered the 
request at its Jan. 28 meeting, and 
decided to delay action until input 
could be received from any neigh-
bors who lived within 1,000 feet of 
the proposed helipad.

James and Sally Stanley, who 
live across the street from the 
property, rose to speak against the 
proposed helipad.

“My concerns are the noise lev-
els at takeoffs and landings. And 
the safety issue that I’m concerned 
about is whether or not the pilots 
that are going to be flying these 
helicopters are commercial pilots, 
or are they private pilots,” Mrs. 
Stanley said. She said private pilots 
are not required to carry liability 
insurance.

“I’m also wondering whether or 
not putting a heliport across the 
street from my house is going to 
affect my resale value,” she said. “If 
there is an airport not too far from 
here, why does he need a helipad 
on his property to land the helicop-
ter? I understand that he wants it 
for his foundation. But why can’t 
helicopters land at the airport?”

Mr. Stanley added that helicop-
ters are currently landing on the 
property.

“You got power lines going 
down Spanish Oak Road that feed 
my house and my other neighbor’s 
house.” he said. “I don’t see where 
it’s safe and I don’t want the noise.”

Former city council mem-
ber Richard Davis spoke next, 
also opposing the helipad. Davis 
said his property is adjacent to 
Bowman’s property.

“They have to fly over me, 
which they continually have to do 
all the time,” Davis said. “I don’t 
think that it’s wise to have this type 
of facility in a residential area.”

Mayor Doyle Moss read two 
letters from residents opposing the 
helipad, and one letter from Sheriff 
Larry Fowler in favor of it. Overall, 
Moss said, the city received three 
letters in favor and 14 against.

In the ensuing discussion, coun-
cil member Greg Runnebaum said 
he thought it was a good point that 
an airport (Parker County Airport) 
was nearby. Council member Amy 

Fennell asked City Administrator 
Bryan Grimes if the helipad would 
bring any benefit to the city. He 
said “no.”

City Attorney Pat Chesser 
had written an ordinance for the 
council to consider concerning 
the helipad. One of the stipula-
tions was that it could only operate 
between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. Council 
member Gary McKaughan, him-
self a pilot, recommended that the 
language be changed to “daylight 
hours.” He said he would like to 
hear from Mr. Bowman about the 
frequency of flights.

Mayor Moss said Bowman had 
verbally agreed to a once-a-month 
frequency. Moss added that he 
agreed with an earlier comment 
that some of the objections to the 
helipad on social media had been 
“blown out of proportion.”

Still, Fennell was concerned 
that the city had no way to enforce 
the agreement, and that the oper-
ation of the helipad would require 
city resources already stretched 
thin.

Though several provisions were 
added to the proposed motion to 
address residents’ concerns, the 
council rejected it on a 3-2 vote, 
with Runnebaum, Fennell and 
Lea Young voting against, and 
McKaughan and Eric Contreras 
voting for.

Storm Drainage  
and other issues

Willow Park’s engineer, Derek 
Turner, addressed the council on 
the topic of authorizing his firm, 
Jacob & Martin, to perform a 
stormwater utility rate study and a 
stormwater impact fee study. The 
studies are required for the city 
to eventually be able to create a 
stormwater utility.

Grimes told the council that 
the study would justify the need 
to begin implementing stormwater 
impact fees and forming a storm-
water utility.

Turner said one of the factors 
in developing the fees is the per-
meability of the property. In other 
words, properties that have a lot of 
paving would have higher fees.

“It’s going to have limited 
impact on residences,” Turner said.

The council unanimous-
ly approved an expenditure of 
$25,000 for the utility rate study 
and $15,000 for the impact fee 
study.

Turner also updated the council 
on water, wastewater, and street 
projects in the city.

Regarding streets, Turner said 
there are projects totaling about 
$13,194,062 on the city’s capital 
improvement list.

Turn to CITY, page 4

Honor Winds, choir prepare 
for ‘Music for All Nations’
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The Aledo High School 
Treble Choir and Honor Winds 
Ensemble held a sendoff concert 
on March 9.

The two music groups 
were invited to perform at the 
National Concert Band Festival 
and National Choir Festival in 
Indianapolis next week.

AHS Band Director Joey Paul 
said the invitation is a big honor 
— only 70 band and choir pro-
grams from around the country 
were invited.

The Treble Choir and Honor 
Winds performed the programs 
they will present at the festival.

Under the direction of Karen 
Paul, the choir’s selections and 
their meanings were described in 
an online program made avail-
able to those who attended the 
concert:

“I Believe” — Believing in 
what we cannot see;

“Prayer For The Children”— 
Longing for a better world for 
everyone;

“Ave Maria” — Our prayer for 
all those in need;

“She Sings” — Our wish for 
everyone, that they will someday 
be able to sing their own song 

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Karen Paul directs the Treble Choir at the Monday-night concert.
Turn to MUSIC, page 4

Odd Association
What do basketball and coronavirus have in 
common? Find out in Slings and Arrows.
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Coming Together
Editorial urges residents to hold on to 
community spirit.
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Home meet sweep
Bearcats and Ladycats made a clean sweep 
at the Bearcat Relays last week.
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Shutting Down

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Tuesday morning’s fog gave a sort of “ghost town” feel at Aledo High School, serving as a metaphor for 
the state of life and uncertainty in the midst of the Covid-19 crisis.

ALEDO

Help sought 
to solve car 
burglaries
Rash of thefts occurred 
Tuesday, March 10; items 
including a handgun  
taken from unlocked  
vehicles
Parker County Sheriff’s Office
Special to The Community News

Parker County Criminal 
Investigations Division is seeking 
the public’s assistance in identifying 
and locating suspects in connection 
with several vehicle burglaries. 

Parker County Sheriff Larry 
Fowler said seven vehicle burglar-
ies were reported to have occurred 
overnight Tuesday, March 10, in the 
area of Aspen Circle, Meadow Lane, 
Taos Loop Circle, and Westgate 
Drive in Aledo.

At least seven victims made 
reports of miscellaneous person-
al items which were stolen from 
vehicles parked in residential neigh-
borhoods. A HiPoint 9mm handgun 
was also reportedly taken from a 
vehicle on Westgate Drive. A gray 
2006 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 
truck bearing Virginia license plate 
No. XGF6909 was reported as sto-
len the same evening from Meadow 
Lane.

Sheriff ’s investigators believe the 
cases are related. Video evidence 
shows the same suspects traveling 
on foot from house-to-house, check-
ing for unlocked vehicles as a white 
Ford F-150 crew cab truck and grey 
Ford four-door passenger car are 
noted slowly following the suspects. 
The suspect vehicles collided at an 
intersection of the neighborhood, 
leaving the truck with damage to the 
front passenger-side door.   

“When the video surveillance 
camera footage is viewed, you can 
plainly see at least six suspects 
working together to commit these 
crimes,” Fowler said. “The suspects 
passed over all vehicles which were 
locked. The best way to prevent pos-
sible burglaries is to lock your doors 
and remove all valuables from your 
vehicles.”

The Sheriff ’s Criminal 
Investigations Division is working 
to identify the suspects.

Fowler is encouraging the pub-
lic to contact the Parker County 
Sheriff ’s Office immediately at 817-
594-8845 if you know the identities 
or locations of the suspects. 

Anyone wishing to remain 
anonymous can contact the Parker 
County Crime Stoppers Hotline at 
817-599-5555. Crime Stoppers will 
pay up to a $1,000 reward for infor-
mation leading to the arrests and 
conviction of the suspects involved.

How the Covid-19 crisis is affecting local life

FREE THIS WEEK

Unity in 
Adversity

How students came 
together in the face of 
coronavirus
By Thomas Bolf
The Community News

Editor’s Note: Thomas Bolf, 
a junior, is a member of the Aledo 
Honor Winds and a part-time 
employee at The Community 
News. This is his story.

During my first glance at the 
word “coronavirus” I assumed it 
was some type of funky hang-
over. During my second glance, 
I thought, “Wow I’m really glad 
it’s across the globe.” My third 
glance was an article that pinned 
the coronavirus to a bad day in 
the stock market. A few glances 
later I found myself with a “IND 
to DAL” boarding pass sched-
uled three days early, as well as 
a once-in-a-lifetime performance 
completely squandered. 

This year the Aledo High 
School’s varsity band and choir 
were scheduled to perform at 
the Music For All convention in 
Indianapolis. The performance 
at this convention was different 
from the typical regional contest 
performance, Night at the Pops, 
and home concerts because of its 
significance on a national level. 
During this performance, the 
band and choir would have made 
an impression on music educa-
tors, students, and performers 
across the country.

Of course, making a good 
impression on this massive pool 
of individuals would require a 
large amount of hard work, and 
of course, in Aledo, hard work 
was done. Early mornings and 
generally intense standards over 
the course of five months led to a 
program that demonstrated (very 
well) the amount of work that 
the performers put in. It was very 
ready. 

The night before the travel 
day to Indianapolis, though, an 
email came into my inbox (and 
the inbox of everyone else that 
was going on the trip) from the 
superintendent and the band 
director. It stated that due to the 
quick spread of coronavirus, the 
trip to Indiana was now optional 
to attend, rather than mandatory.

When we arrived in 
Indianapolis the next day, the day 
itself was very normal (a small 
increase in masks at the airport, 
but whatever); it was just a typical 
introduction to the hotel, dinner, 
and the normal activities. During 
a short meeting after dinner 
though, Mr. Joey Paul announced 
that no one in either the band or 
choir programs decided to stay 
home from the event.

This announcement proved 
how dedicated each student in 

Turn to UNITY, page 5

NEWS/ANALYSIS

By Randy Keck 
The Community News

From a local perspective, it 
came like a bolt out of the blue. 
At first people didn’t even know 
what to call it. It turns out “coro-
navirus” is too generic — there is 
more than one, some being more 
harmful than others.

Specifically it is known as 
“Covid-19,” and it has shut down 
activities at the local level and 
nationally in an unprecedented 
way.

U.S. health officials are con-
cerned not only about the rate 
of infections (at press time the 
number of reported cases had 
risen from about 300 per day 
to more than 1,200 per day in a 
7-day period), but also about the 
uncertainty due to lack of avail-
able testing.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, the 
nation’s top expert on infectious 
disease, last week said a “tech-
nical glitch” was responsible for 

the delay in production of usable 
tests in the U.S.

At the state level, Gov. Greg 
Abbott issued a statewide disas-
ter declaration, opening the door  
to allow more effective use of 
resources from around the state.

In welcome news to school 
districts and many parents, 
Abbott also announced that 
the state has waived all State of 
Texas Assessments of Academic 
Readiness (STAAR) testing 
requirements for the 2019-2020 
school year.

Aledo ISD Superintendent 
Dr. Susan Bohn responded by 
saying “We are pleased about 
the decision by the State to sus-
pend mandatory STAAR testing 
for this school year. With all of 
the stress the current situation is 
causing for our students, staff and 
families, it is one less worry for 
them. We are also happy about 
being able to keep our focus on 
the health and welfare of our 
students and staff as we deter-
mine the best way to serve them 
and our community in these most 
unusual circumstances.”

Locally, based on guidance 
from the Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC), most local gath-
erings and events scheduled in 
March have either been canceled 
or indefinitely postponed. Those 
include the Aledo Children’s 
Advocats annual Run, Walk, or 
Crawl and Willow Park’s upcom-
ing “Willow Bark.”

CLOSURE 
LISTINGS
Local announcements are 
being made daily regarding 
closures and schedules. 
Visit community-news.com 
for daily updates on chang-
es, information resources, 
and suggested activities.

Turn to COVID-19, page 2

Out and About
Exercising social distancing does not mean 
staying cooped up in the house.

PAGE 2

Not this year
Annual ‘Taste of Parker County’ canveled 
for 2020.
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Most Recent
The most recent sports event before the 
shutdown was the Bearcat Relays, and Tony 
Eierdam was there!
PAGE 9
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Nature Walk

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Vee, Marshall, and Wales Perry (triplets) examine nature in a creek at the Parks of Aledo on 
Tuesday.

Taking it in Stride
Local community adapts to life 
under a pandemic
By Randy Keck
The Community News

Residents, businesses, and government 
entities began responding and adapting to 
a new, if temporary, normal during the past 
week of the COVID-19 pandemic.

At press time Wednesday afternoon, one 
case of the COVID-19 coronavirus had been 
reported in Parker County, a justice of the 
peace in Springtown.

In neighboring Tarrant County, how-
ever, 57 cases had been reported, and Fort 
Worth Mayor Betsy Price issued a “shelter 
in place” order on Tuesday, March 24.

The reported numbers still don’t tell 
the whole story, however, as lack of testing 
remains a problem.

“But public health experts have said 
that even the most generous accounting 
of positive cases in the state is a dramatic 
undercount given the rampant evidence 
of community spread, combined with the 
state health department’s traditional-
ly lengthy reporting process and limited 
testing capacity,” according to the Texas 
Tribune.

Responding to the crisis, local gov-
ernments passed disaster declarations 
in response to Texas Gov. Greg Abbott’s 
declaration and executive orders limiting 
gatherings to 10 people or less, prohibiting 
dining in restaurants, and prohibiting the 
visitation of gyms and massage facilities.

Parker County Commissioners approved 
a declaration on Monday, and the Aledo 
City Council approved a very similar ordi-
nance on Monday night.

Under the two declarations, individu-
als cannot occupy bars, lounges, taverns, 
vaping establishments, commercial amuse-
ment establishments, bingo halls, theaters, 
gyms, private clubs, hair and nail salons 
and barber shops, estheticians and related 
personal care businesses, spas, massage 
salons, tattoo and piercing parlors, tan-
ning salons, residential meeting spaces, 
event centers, hotel meeting spaces and 
ballrooms, outdoor plazas and markets, 
and malls and retail stores that do not sell 
essential household goods.

Entities that can continue doing busi-
ness as long as they enforce social separation 
are grocery stores, stores selling essential 
household goods, farmers markets, conve-
nience and package stores, pharmacies and 
drug stores, and day care facilities, medical 
and dental facilities, veterinary services, 
non-profit service providers, homeless 
and emergency shelters, office buildings, 

essential government buildings, airports 
and transit facilities, transportation sys-
tems, residential buildings, and hotels, and 
manufacturing and distribution facilities.

Willow Park’s ordinance, approved at a 
special meeting on Tuesday morning, was 
a simple disaster declaration. A city offi-
cial said Willow Park would fall under the 
county’s restrictions, so the city did not feel 
it necessary to enumerate what is allowed 
and what is restricted.

Special Provisions
Gov. Abbott ordered that the prima-

ry runoff election scheduled for May 26 
be moved to July 14. Cities do not have 
that option, so the Aledo City Council was 
scheduled to meet in a special meeting 
Friday morning to consider moving the 
city’s mayoral election from May 2 to Nov. 
3, the date of the general election.

Aledo Mayor Kit Marshall said, “I think 
it’s in the best interest of our residents 
because the health and safety of our resi-
dents is paramount. We don’t know what 
next week holds.”

Shane Davis, who is challenging 
Marshall for the post, agreed.

“I know that was Gov. Abbott’s sugges-
tion,” he said. “It’s not politically-motivated. 
This is just an unforseen event. Given the 
circumstances, I think it’s the right thing 
to do.”

The Aledo ISD was also scheduled to 
hold a special meeting on Friday morning 
to consider a resolution to allow the super-
intendent to act in place of the Board of 
Trustees during an emergency or disaster 
due to COVID-19.

The school board discussed the provi-
sion at a special virtual meeting on Friday, 
March 30 (see the school board meeting 
story in this issue).

Rallying behind Restaurants and 
small businesses

Numerous local entities have encour-
aged the public to make use of food 
preparation services since access to restau-
rants has been curtailed by both the state 
and the county.

Most local restaurants have adapted by 
providing curb-side pickup and delivery.

A list of all county restaurants and links 
to lists can be found in this issue.

The small business community and 
workers will be the hardest-hit by the eco-
nomic fallout of the COVID-19 restrictions. 
Links to small business resources can be 
found at community-news.com/2020/03/
resources-for-you-and-your-family-
covid-19/.

School district responds to closure, need for services
Trustees consider  
emergency authority for 
superintendent
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The Aledo ISD Board of Trustees 
met in a virtual meeting streamed 

via Youtube on Friday night, 
March 20, to receive updates from 
Superintendent Dr. Susan Bohn and 
to consider other matters in the face 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The school district closed schools 
for two weeks following spring break, 
a move later implemented statewide 
by Texas Gov. Greg Abbott. 

Bohn updated the board on 
actions the district is taking to 
continue instruction while school 
facilities are closed.

The district is utilizing technolo-
gy to provide instruction to students 
at home, and working to provide 
both equipment and services to fam-
ilies that may not have the proper 

equipment of who may not have 
internet service at home.

Bohn told the board that as of 
Thursday last week, 600 families 
did not have compatible devices at 
home. In a letter emailed to dis-
trict families, Bohn said the district 
is checking out devices to people 
at home who have filled out the 

technology form describing a need 
for technology at home.

The district began distrib-
uting iPads to students in Pre-K 
through second grade, and Google 
Chromebooks to all others, at McCall 
Elementary School on Tuesday.

Turn to AISD, page 3
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ALEDO ISD

Board approves schematic for Elementary No. 6
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The Aledo ISD Board of Trustees 
unanimously approved a schematic 
design for Elementary No. 6 at a 
special meeting held by video con-
ference on Monday, March 30.

Lee Osborne and Sean Pantin 
of PBK Achitects, the firm chosen 
to design the school, presented 
the schematic to the board for the 
new campus, one of five projects 
approved in last years bond election.

The new school will be located 
on the western loop of FM 5.

Tyler Boswell, Director of 
Construction & Facilities for the 
Aledo ISD, told the board “the sche-
matic design is the first phase of 
the design process, and accounts 
for approximately 15 percent of the 
architect’s work on the project, so 
we’re very early on.”

 Boswell said the schematic basi-
cally establishes the size and shape, 
location, and relationship between 
spaces of the project.

Pantin said PBK looked at five 
options, and narrowed down the 
choices through communication 
and feedback with school district 
personnel.

The goal for students and teach-
ers was to develop a design that is 
“warm and inviting, that nurtures 
their collaborative and flexible use 
of the building,” Pantin said.

The concept chosen was a court-
yard design, with the school built 
around a central courtyard. Once 
that was established, PBK re-met 
with the Aledo ISD’s elementary 
schools and did a virtual reality 
walk-through, which garnered fur-
ther feedback from that group.

The project was also vetted 
against the program for the cam-
pus that was established during last 
year’s Bearcat Growth Committee 
process.

“During that process of vetting 
that program we also looked at spac-
es that might be redundancies, or 
anything that might be overlooked,” 
Osborne said.

Osborne indicated that during 
that process, all grade levels had 
seven classrooms, but kindergarten 
only had five, so the kindergarten 
was increased to seven.

As with Walsh Elementary 
School, one of the issues the design-
ers faced is a significant slope of the 
property — 30 feet in the case of 
Elementary No. 6.

Overall Site Plan
Because the new school is not 

in an area served by municipal 

PBK ARCHITECTS

PBK’s concept for the entrance to Elementary No. 6 shows the downstairs classrooms at the far right of the picture.

PBK ARCHITECTS

The center courtyard in the concept plan would be a tiered slope.Turn to SCHOOL, page 3
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No Bones About It
Area resident buys  
local pet supply store 
By Aleshia Howe
The Community News

If you walk into Pets West Aledo 
these days, you might want to watch 
your step. 

You just might be greeted by 
a feisty 2-year-old growling puppy 
named Calvin who’s new to the 
place.

“He likes to run circles around 
the store — whatever tires him out,” 
said Shawn Chick, Calvin’s dad, 
smiling. 

As of Feb. 1, Chick is the new 
owner of Pets West. And though 
Calvin is actually more of a human 
breed than a puppy, he does seem to 
fit right in. “He just likes to pretend 
he’s a puppy, but he’s got the perfect 
place to do it,” Chick said, chuckling.

Dan and Laura Johnson opened 
PetsWest Inc. in 2006 at 102 Bear 
Cat Road in Aledo. This year, the 
couple decided they wanted to retire 
and word got out that they might 
close the facility, which features a 
retail arm stocked with pet foods, 

supplies and equipment as well as a 
full array of dog training and reha-
bilitation services.

That’s when Chick came into the 
picture.

Chick, 34, grew up in Weatherford 
and worked as an airline pilot for 
12 years, much of that time spent 
based out of Philadelphia. When his 
son, Calvin, was born two years ago, 
Chick knew he wanted to be back in 
the Aledo area to spend more time 
with his “little dude.”

In addition to Calvin, Chick also 
has three dogs: Cooper, a chow, 
cocker spaniel, Aussie mix, Riley, 
a miniature Australian Shepherd, 
and Piper, a terrier mix. For the 
past five years, Chick has lived in 
Willow Park and would often shop 
at PetsWest for dog food and sup-
plies. One day while stopping in, 
he overheard someone mentioning 
how the owners were retiring. 

“I was just curious, so I started 
asking all the wrong questions — 
or maybe it was all the right ones,” 
Chick joked. As he talked with the 
Johnsons, Chick said, he was start-
ing to form a bit of a plan. 

“I could just feel it all coming 
together,” he said of that day. “I 
wanted to be closer to my son and 
be there more for my dogs — and I 
had always dreamed of owning my 
own business. Something about it 
just felt right.”

Chick’s parents are both Certified 
Public Accountants so he turned to 
them for guidance. 

“One minute it was, ‘Could this 
work?’ and then it was like, ‘Yeah, 
this could absolutely work,’” Chick 
said.

Chick officially took over 
PetsWest on Feb. 1 on the business 
side. As part of the business agree-
ment, Chick officially changed the 
name of the business from PetsWest 
Inc. to Pets West Aledo, holding on 
to the central name of the store-
front, but adding some Aledo flavor. 

Currently Pets West Aledo has 
three full-time employees and three 
part-time employees. 

Since taking the helm, Chick has 
bumped up the supply orders, rear-
ranged the retail section of the store 
and is working on a new website for STEPHEN C GARIEPY

Shawn Chick and son Calvin are now permanent fixtures at Pets West. Turn to PETS, page 4
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New service 
offered to 
Parker County 
businesses 
during 
pandemic
‘What’s Open’ allows 
residents, businesses to 
connect

One of the biggest questions 
for residents during the COVID-19 
pandemic is not knowing to what 
extent your favorite merchants and 
services are operating.

The Community News is offering 
a solution. The “What’s Open” plat-
form is a free service to any Parker 
County business to let its customers 
and potential customers know to 
what extent it is operating.

“Much of the focus has right-
fully been on restaurants and food 
services,” said Randy Keck, publish-
er of The Community News. “But 
there are lots of other businesses 
facing challenges during this time. 
We wanted to offer a platform for all 
categories of businesses, churches, 
and services to interface with the 
public.”

While basic listings are free, 
there are three add-on services 
available for a token fee of from $5 
to $10 per month.

To register your business, or to 
find out what’s open, visit www.
community-news.com.

BANKS/FINANCIAL

 ● Fist National Bank of Weath-
erford
220 Palo Pinto, Weatherford, TX
First National Bank has drive-thru 
and ATM services only, with lobby 
services available by appointment.

 ● H&R Block- Aledo
405 FM 1187 N , Aledo, Tx
For the safety of our team and our 
clients, we have decided to close 
our office to face to face client 
appointments. Our team is working 
remotely and will be responding to 
your emails as quickly as possible. 
Please don’t hesitate to call our 
office.

 ● PlainsCapital Bank
100 Crown Pointe Blvd, Suite 102, 
Willow Park, Texas
Drive thru is open.  Lending and 
new account staff available by 
appointment.

CHURCHES

 ● Aledo United Methodist 
Church
100 Pecan drive, Aledo, Tx
Our Manna room is open Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 12-3 pm for those 
needing assistance with food. 

Helping Hands can offer financial 
support to those in need by email-
ing info@aledoumc.org

Our services are being streamed 
via our Facebook page or website.

Turn to OPEN, page 3
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First Responders taking precautions during pandemic
By Randy Keck
The Community News

In the war against the COVID-
19 coronavirus, doctors, nurses, and 
other healthcare workers are right-
fully being appreciated around the 
country for being on the “front lines,” 
exhibiting the same courage and 
self-sacrifice that might be found on 
a battlefield.

But there is another group that 
might be considered the “front-front” 
line. First responders are often the first 
people to see and treat people who may 
be ill from the virus. They are called 
upon not only to respond, but to pro-
vide up-close assessment, treatment, 
and transport to medical facilities.

Parker County Emergency 
Services District No. 1 (ESD-1) is the 
largest first-responder district in the 
county, covering 312 square miles 
and serving an estimated popula-
tion of 60,000 people, including the 
Aledo area.

While Parker County has had a 
relatively low number of confirmed 
cases of the virus, the pandemic 
has affected everyone in terms of 
their daily life, business, and social 
interactions.

The Community News conducted 
a telephone interview with ESD-1 
chief Stephen Watson on Monday to 
determine how the COVID-19 situ-
ation was affecting first responders.

“The only real effect that it’s 
had right now is how we respond to 
medical calls,” Watson said. “We first 
respond to all medical emergencies 
within ESD-1 in conjunction with life 
care EMS, which is operated through 
the hospital district, and that’s some-
thing that we’ve done for years.”

Watson said that because 
Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) has been in short supply 
around the country, his department 
has altered the way it responds to 
medical emergencies.

“Typically we staff three fire-
fighters per station on a truck. And 
instead of all three of them going in 
at once on a medical call, just one 
of them goes in to assess the patient 
and determine if major interven-
tions are going to be made or if just 
one guy can handle it so that we’re 
more judicious with our PPE use,” 
Watson said.

“The hospital district has been 
very cooperative with us and help-
ing us exchange PPE with them. 
They have a little bit bigger supply 
than we do. And then the emergen-
cy management coordinator, Sean 
Hughes, turned in a request to the 
state for us for visual PPE, which we 
received last week. 

“So we’re from a PPE standpoint, 
we’re in a lot better shape than we 
were a couple of weeks ago,” Watson 
said.

ESD-1 is also altering the equip-
ment used on medical calls.

“Typically we would show up on 
a medical call with protective gloves 
on and that’s it. Now it’s not uncom-
mon to see us with gloves, a mask 
protection, and a disposable gown,” 
he said.

In addition, the staff engages in 
more thorough decontamination 
after a call.

Watson’s department found a 
creative way to handle procurement 
of disinfectant, which has been in 
demand around the United States.

“Since we’re staffing seven fire 
stations we have a central supply 

model and we buy most of our stuff 
in bulk on a monthly basis. Our nor-
mal supply routes for that dried up 
really quick on the disinfectant side 
of things. 

“So early on, we recognized that 
one, our use of it was going to go up 
but two, that it was going to be hard 
to get. And we actually discovered 
that in most dentists’ offices every-
thing’s pretty well elective unless you 
have a dental emergency. They’re 
shut down, and that supply chains 
not leaving, and we found a dental 
supply that had medical-grade dis-
infectant, and sent us 22 gallons of 
it. So we’ve been in good shape ever 
since.

ESD-1 responds to all kinds of 
emergencies in addition to medi-
cal, including fires, motor vehicle 
accidents, and assistance to other 
departments.

A silver lining for the department 
is that, due to curtailment of activi-
ties, overall call volume is down from 
the same period last year. However, 
medical calls are slightly on the rise.

“What we have seen, especially 
in some of our lower income demo-
graphic area, is an uptick in calls that 
I believe are probably related to this 
[COVID-19]. From an infection con-
trol standpoint, the tests have been 
taking so long. We’ll run a patient 
that presents with the symptoms, 
but we don’t get information back on 
if they tested positive for it or not, or 
even if they got tested,” Watson said.

“So when we first got into this 
and this was happening all across the 
Metroplex, if the patient presented 
with the COVID-19-related symp-
toms, which could be related to a lot 
of other things, too, — fever can indi-
cate infection or sepsis of all kinds 
of stuff, not just this. And you could 
still have the flu— so we were, across 
the Metroplex, putting personnel on 
a quarantine hold until they follow 
up on the patient, and it became 
apparent real quick that you’re going 

to run out of people really fast. The 
data turnaround was taking so long, 
if at all. You might wait three or four 
days and it comes back inconclusive. 
You don’t even know. So we’ve just 
been sticking through our, our PPE 
regimen and our our decon. We’re 
three-weeks-plus into this deal and 
we’ve had none of our employees or 
personalities have so far presented 
with any illness.”

When asked if he anticipated an 
increase in calls, Watson said he 
hopes that will not be the case.

“I’m kind of a data nerd,” Watson 
said. “So, in-house, we’ve been mon-
itoring the county websites across 
the Metroplex that report the stats. 
We’re trying to run on official data, 
so we’re watching Tarrant, Dallas, 
Collin, and Denton Counties, which 
have all been on the increase. We’ve 
seen Collin and Denton County just 
over the weekend, that curve starts 
to flatten out a little bit. In Parker 
County we still only have six official 
cases. I believe that there’s more of it 
out there, but there’s not yet testing 
to confirm that.

“In some of the data we’re taking 
what we get off the county websites, 
so many patients in Parker County 
are in the Tarrant County facilities, 
and I don’t know if they’re assigning 
that back to the proper county or 
not.

“I think, or at least I hope — you 
know, social distancing works — that 
we should start to see this level off. 
If you look at how we are compared 
to how New York City is — if you’ve 
spent time on the New York subway, 
they’re crammed in there. Plus, New 
York was still flat open for business 
up to St. Patrick’s Day, which wasn’t 
very smart. But they ought to be an 
indicator of the worst of the worst 
for our country, I think. 

“Looking at the Metroplex — 
kind of the quad county region that 
we’re watching (Tarrant, Dallas, 
Collin, Denton) there’s close to five 

million people between those four 
counties. As of last night (Sunday), 
there was a little over 2,000 con-
firmed cases. Over half of those were 
in Dallas. And Dallas is a little more 
dense than the rest of the Metroplex 
to some degree.

How to help
Watson was asked if there is any-

thing the public can do to assist first 
responders other than not getting 
sick in the first place.

“We’ve limited visitors in our sta-
tions, which we hate to do, but it’s 
the prudent thing to do. We’ve had 
some people bring us food and that 
kind of thing and we appreciate that 
— we would encourage people to 
patronize the local restaurants that 
are open for takeout. 

“From a financial standpoint, as 
far as our our personnel goes, we’re 
all pretty well off. We’re grateful to 
have steady pay through this. We’d 
like to encourage people to support 
the businesses that have supported 
public safety so much over the years. 

“We’ve had people ask — they’re 
making homemade masks and that 
kind of thing, and ask if we need 
those — and right now we’re good,” 
Watson added.

Early on in the pandemic, Watson 
said his crews, who work 24-hour 
shifts, would send someone to the 
grocery store to get food for the day, 
only to find the shelves picked clean.

“If I had anything to say it would 
be for people to make sure that their 
information is credible, and that it 
comes from an official source — 
a validated official source because 
there’s so much hype out there.

“And probably one of the biggest 
things that we know is that there’s 
so many unknowns, so you need 
to speculate on either side of the 
fence. I’ve struggled with that so 
myself. It’s hard to know, when six 
people in Parker County have had 
this and three of them are recovered. 
So there’s three people in Parker 
County, and we’ve got 130,000 peo-
ple socked in their homes in the 
county — you struggle with are, you 
know, are we doing the right thing? 
We’ve kind of got to leave that up to 
our local, state, and federal officials.”

Watson said some people who 
exhibit COVID-19 symptoms are 
sometimes hesitant to admit those 
symptoms when they call for a first 
responder.

“If folks call 911 right now,  like 
for an ambulance, LifeCare has 
implemented a dispatch procedure 
— they’re going to screen you. They’re 
trying to screen patients even over 
the phone to determine if they have 
symptoms relating to COVID-19 and 
that we have a heads-up.

“We’ve even had people say that 
they didn’t want to say that they had 
trouble breathing or fever. They say 
they had some other issues because 
they were afraid we wouldn’t come. 
No matter what they call for we will 
be there. Please be truthful and hon-
est with what your needs are so that 
we can respond appropriately.

“And then the other thing is if 
you’ve been assessed and you’re pre-
senting with the symptoms, but you 
have mild symptoms or not some-
thing that really requires you to go 
to the ER, they may ask people to 
consent to not being transported,” 
Watson said.

STEPHEN WATSON/SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Firefighter/EMTs Nathan Pool and Tyler Graves display the equipment 
they wear on medical calls. 
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Acceptance
Aledo High School  
seniors face new realities
By Randy Keck
The Community News

While the confirmed case count 
of COVID-19 in Parker County 
remains relatively low, the pandem-
ic has struck the county in other 
ways — financially and emotionally.

The financial toll is something 
that can be counted, although num-
bers are not yet available for the 
local economy.

The emotional impact is felt 
— and affects — many segments, 
including high school seniors.

So far at least two dates are in 
limbo for the senior class at Aledo 
High School: prom and Top 10 
Percent banquet. The dates for both 
events fell within the state-mandat-
ed restrictions on large gatherings.

AHS Principal Dan Peterson 
said the district has backup dates 
for graduation with the Mansfield 
Center for the Performing Arts. So 
far, the graduation date is still set 
for May 31, with backup dates of 
June 28 and July 19.

“We haven’t made any for-
mal decision on prom right now,” 
Peterson said. “We’re waiting to 
hear back from the venue. We’ve 
communicated out to them a cou-
ple of times and not heard anything 
back because they are a non-essen-
tial business.”

Watching Aledo High School 
graduations, it is not difficult to see 
that Peterson has a close bond with 
his students.

“It’s breaking my heart,” he said. 
“I hate it for them. You know, they 
worked a long time. Some of it 
entirely in this district, some of it 

for just a few years in this district, 
even if it’s just one year in our dis-
trict, to be able to have that moment 
to walk the stage, I’m going to hate 
that that’s in limbo. But I totally get 
that it’s for the safety of everyone 
involved.

“We don’t want to put anybody 
in jeopardy of because when we 

have a graduation we have  some-
times 4,000 people in that event 
center. So, I mean, it’s just, not the 
safe thing to do at this point.” 

Peterson said graduation is a 
major event for both students and 
family.

“I want them to be able to cel-
ebrate all the work and effort, and 
the parents to see that moment 
with them coming across the stage 
and having their name announced 
and the recognition that we can 
give the val (valedictorian) and the 
sal (salutatorian) with their speech-
es and those students that do the 
opening speech and the closing. 
Now, those are huge moments and 
they earn that right. And I want to 
be able to see them achieve that 
moment, but we just don’t know 
right now, and I hate it for them.”

Turn to SENIORS, page 3

Surprise!

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo High School seniors kept as much social distance as they could, but still made the trip to wish classmate Blaze Mayes a happy 18th birthday 
on Saturday, April 11. Celebrating Blaze’s birthday were (from left) Logan Michael, Jacob Stewart, Colby Knox, Ward Zschlesche, Blaze Mayes, Weston 
Reese, Gavin Williams, Brett Frazier, and Aidan Hayes.

Visit www. 
community-news.com for 

additional listings and to get 
your free business listing.

BANKS/FINANCIAL

Fist National Bank of Weatherford
220 Palo Pinto, Weatherford, Texas
First National Bank has drive-thru 
and ATM services only, with lobby 
services available by appointment.

H&R Block- Aledo
405 FM 1187 N , Aledo, Texas
For the safety of our team and our 
clients, we have decided to close 
our office to face to face client 
appointments. Our team is working 
remotely and will be responding to 
your emails as quickly as possible. 
Please don’t hesitate to call our 
office.

PlainsCapital Bank
100 Crown Pointe Blvd, Suite 102, 
Willow Park, Texas
Drive thru is open.  Lending and new 
account staff available by appoint-
ment.

CHURCHES

Aledo United Methodist Church
100 Pecan drive, Aledo, Texas
Our Manna room is open Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 12-3pm for those 
needing assistance with food. 
Helping Hands can offer financial 
support to those in need by emailing 
info@aledoumc.org
Our services are being streamed via 
our Facebook page or website.

CONTRACTORS

JW Mechanical Systems
11255 Camp Bowie West Blvd, Suite 
115, Aledo, Texas
All technicians have been training on 
social distancing and are employing 
masks, booties and gloves for our 
customers protection. We continue 
to train on best practices for safety 
of our customers and technicians.
HOURS OF OPERATION: 8-6 
p.m.

HOME & GARDEN

Farnham Landscape
P.O. Box 54, Aledo, Texas
A landscape service provider 
offering residential and commercial 
landscape services. Visit our website 
at www.farnhamlandscape.com for 
more information. We are following 
CDC guidelines while still creating 
beautiful landscapes for our clients.

INSURANCE

Bobby J Rigues, State Farm 
Agent
411 FM 1187 N, Aledo, Texas
Due to an abundance of caution, our 
office door is currently closed to the 
public. However, we are available by 
phone, email, or online to take care 
of your insurance servicing and new 
business needs. Office (817) 441-
9966 and website bobbyrigues.com

Legacy Land & Title
5189 E I-20, Ste 101A, Willow Park, 
Texas
We are a title company providing 
sanitary in-house closings as well 
as offering Remote Online Notary 
services and Mobil Notary Services.  
We are following all CDC guidelines, 
while still providing excellent service 
for you & your clients..

Turn to OPEN, page 2

LIGHTS FOR 
SENIORS
In honor of the senior class, 
Aledo ISD has announced 
it will turn on the lights at 
Bearcat Stadium, the baseball 
and softball fields, and Aledo 
Middle School Stadium at 
8:20 p.m. (20:20 in military 
time) each night. Lights will 
remain on for 20 minutes.

WILLOW PARK

Council discusses environmental impact of water line
Plat for senior living  
facility approved
By Randy Keck
The Community News

Willow Park’s Fort Worth water 
project continues in the face of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The city 
council held a public hearing via 
the Zoom platform on Tuesday, 
April 14, to receive public input on 
the environmental impact of the 
project.

Derek Turner, representing the 
city’s engineers Jacob & Martin, 
said the water line would run on 
the north side of I-20 from the FM 
3325 (Farmer Road) intersection 
about five miles westward until it 

is tied in to the Willow Park and 
Hudson Oaks systems.

Turner said the first leg of 
the route would be on private 
property, but the remainder is 
planned for Texas Department of 
Transportation right-of-way.

“We haven’t identified any sig-
nificant environmental issues that 
would require mitigation,” Turner 
told the council. There were no 
public comments. The total esti-
mated cost of the project is $13.7 
million.

On action items, the council 
approved a final plat for a 152-unit, 
117,000 square foot senior living 
complex.

Copyright 2010, Texas Historical Commission, Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin,
Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO, USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN,
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This project map shows the proposed route of the Fort Worth-Willow Park 
water line.Turn to COUNCIL, page 2

CORRECTIONS
In an April 10 article concerning Trinity 
Christian Academy football, tight end 

Braeden Heitz name was not spelled 
correctly.

The April 17 story about the Willow Park 
City Council stated that the May council 

meeting had been canceled. The coun-
cil’s decision was to cancel the second 
April meeting.

The Community News regrets the errors.
Volume 30, Number 17
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HAYES TO HARDIN
Aidan Hayes pledges to play football 
in Arkansas.
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Detour  FM 5 at I-20 to be closed for four weeks, page 5
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PARKER COUNTY

Mayors 
ask 
governor 
for local 
control
Letter released April 22
Staff Reports
The Community News

Mayors in Parker County are 
asking Texas Gov. Greg Abbott to 
return local control to county and 
local governing bodies on May 1.

The full text of the letter follows:

We, the Executive Committee 
of the Parker County Mayors’ 
Council, urge Governor Abbott to 
return local control to county and 
municipal governing bodies begin-
ning May 1, 2020 when his latest 
executive order expires. After con-
sulting with our members, we have 
determined that the current state 
of the COVID-19 virus in our cit-
ies no longer warrants all of the 
restrictions laid out in Executive 
Order GA-16. We understand that 
this pandemic has forced elected 
officials at all levels of government 
to take drastic measures in an effort 
to prevent the spread of the virus 
among our citizens and to give our 
medical facilities the opportunity 
to prepare for a possible influx of 
patients. However, in a county with 
a population of 140,000, we have 
seen to date only 21 cases of the 
Corona virus with 16 having already 
recovered.

We also stand in solidarity with 
Parker County Judge, Pat Deen, 
when he stated that the citizens of 
Parker County have “earned” the 
right to go back to work and to 
begin the process of restarting our 
local economy. Our citizens have 
obeyed the governor’s orders and 
have done what was necessary to 
prevent the rapid spread of this 
virus in our community. Our citi-
zens and business owners are eager 
to begin the process of restarting 
their lives and livelihoods and trust 
us, their local elected officials, to 
navigate the proper course. We 
believe that a “phased-in” approach 
developed and implemented by our 
own Parker County COVID-19 Task 
Force will determine what is best 
for us.

The mayors of Parker County 
want to thank Governor Abbott for 
his leadership during this crisis and 
for placing the health of all Texans 
as the priority for every tough deci-
sion that he has made. It is time, 
however, to return the responsi-
bility for the health and safety of 
Texans back to local authorities. 
We will be ready May 1st and we 
are eager to get Parker County and 
Texas back to work! 
• Kit Marshall – Aledo, Chairman
• Marc Povero – Hudson Oaks, 

Vice-Chairman
• Paul Paschall – Weatherford, 

Secretary

ALEDO ISD

Closure may expedite some summer projects
School district  
cautiously moves  
forward in the face of 
uncertainty
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The Aledo Independent School 
District Board of Trustees met 
via video conference on Monday, 
April 20, in the wake of Texas Gov. 
Greg Abbott’s order to close public 
schools for the remainder of the 
school year.

As a fast-growth school district, 
actions and information from the 
meeting centered around operations 
in the face of closure, progress on 
bond projects, and how to proceed 
financially in the face of uncertainty 
related to the COVID-19 crisis.

The meeting opened with som-
ber news from board president 
Hoyt Harris that two people relat-
ed to Aledo Middle School had 
been lost during the previous week.

Luke Jennings, a science teach-
er and 2000 graduate of Aledo high 
school, passed away unexpectedly.

Then late last week the district 
received word that seventh-grader 
Hayden Hunstable had also passed 
away.

“Both of these were a surprise 
and both of these folks will be 
dearly missed on the field and in 
the classroom, it’s been a tough 
week,” Harris said.

In his report, Harris comment-
ed on the video conference format.

“I’m not a fan of this virtual 
meeting, but it looks like we’ll be 
doing this,” he said, indicating that 

facilities will be closed for remain-
der of the school year.

“Hopefully, we’ll be back in 
the fall. That’s tough for a lot of 
seniors. It’s a tough deal for a lot of 
our students,” he said.

Superintendent Dr. Susan Bohn 
said the administration is working 
on logistics related to schools being 
closed, including return of library 
books, athletic equipment turn in, 
band equipment turn in, and pick-
ing up personal items from school 
campuses.

Turn to AISD, page 3

Heartbreaking
Gov. Greg Abbott shuts 
down schools for  
remainder of year; 
sports, extracurriculars 
done for 2019-20 school 
session
By Tony Eierdam
The Community News

On April 17, Gov. Greg Abbott 
announced that he was canceling 
school for public and private insti-
tutions for the remainder of the 
2019-20 school year.

The result also killed any 
hopes of soccer and spring sports 
resuming play, as well as all the 
activities senior classes annual-
ly hold, although some of those 
senior activities may still take place 
at later dates at Aledo High School.

But even before this unprece-
dented measure, Aledo ISD had 
planned a weekly tribute for the 
senior class.

On April 17, the stadium lights 
at Bearcats Stadium, the AHS 
softball and baseball complex and 
at Old Bearcat Stadium at Aledo 
Middle School were turned on for 
20 minutes at exactly 8:20 p.m. 
The tribute will continue through 
May.

Aledo High School principal 
Dan Peterson explained the signif-
icance behind the start time.

“This is all about recognizing 
the seniors,” he said. “The reason 
we are doing this at 8:20 in the 
evening is because it is 2020 in 
military time. We just wanted to 
come up with another way to rec-
ognize the seniors. We know this 
is terrible for them — it is not the 
way they want the year to end.”

Peterson said his heart goes out 
to all of the seniors. But as a big 
supporter of AHS athletics, he said 
he hurts for the student athletes 
whose seasons are now canceled.

“We have so many senior kids 
whose (sports) seasons halted way 

before they wanted to,” Peterson 
said. “Soccer didn’t get to finish; 
baseball, softball was just ramp-
ing up; One-Act Play had just 
advanced; missing the Top 10 
percent banquet; we didn’t get to 
compete in UIL academics; and 
everything else stopped. It is just 
heartbreaking.”

Several seniors gathered in their 
vehicles at the field house parking 
lot and the Bearcat Stadium main 
parking lot. When the lights were 
turned on, the students honked 
their horns in appreciation of the 
tribute.

A senior and member of the 
Bearcats baseball team — which 
achieved a Class 5A ranking of No. 
2 in the state at one time this year 
— feels crushed by the news but 
appreciated the tribute to his class.

“What they are doing tonight 
(April 17) is special — seeing Aledo 
pay tribute to us, the senior class of 
2020,” Will Sisk said. “This is pret-
ty cool. We were doing really well 
(in baseball), and he had our hopes 
high. Our motto was ‘Taking Two’ 
— baseball has one state champi-
onship and we wanted to make it 
two. 

“Our goals were set high and 
we believed we were going to make 
it. Having that taken away from 
us really stinks. But stuff happens, 
sometimes. (Junior catcher) Creed 
(Willems) sent out a group text 
(after hearing the news that school 
was shut down for remainder of 
the year) and he said, ‘we are win-
ning it next year for y’all.’ That was 
special.”

Senior outfielder Garrison 
Berkley started for four years on 
varsity and was stunned to hear 
he and his teammates would not 
be able to finish what looked like a 
special season.

“I got the news watching (Gov. 
Abbott’s) press conference,” he 
said. “I was heartbroken. It is my 
senior year and I have been work-
ing my whole life for this year…I 
am just heartbroken. The way they 
are honoring our class is special, 
and it is also nice to see all the guys 
up here.”

Senior first baseman Justin 
Roquemore said it is hard to digest 
that the season is over. He added 
that is it especially tough for the 
seniors.

TONY EIERDAM/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

At exactly 8:20 p.m. and 2020 military time on April 17, the lights at Bearcat Stadium were turned on for 20 
minutes to honor the Aledo High School Class of 2020. That afternoon, Gov. Greg Abbott announced school 
closings for the entire the state for the remainder of the 2019-20 school year.

Turn to SENIORS, page 2

More homes coming
Aledo City Council approved plat for new 
phase of Parks development.

PAGE 3

All District Soccer
AHS soccer players honored by district 
coaches.
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Bearcats Football
Linebackers profiled for 2020 Bearcats.

PAGE 9

Copyright 2020, The Community News

Golf and Life  Ben Hogan Center plan approved, page 2
M a y  1 - 7 ,  2 0 2 0  · w w w . c o m m u n i t y - n e w s . c o m  · 7 5  c e n t s

The CommuniTy news
Serving Aledo · the Annettas · Hudson Oaks · Willow Park, Texas

TEXAS

Some reopening 
guidelines vague

Back to Business

County task force  
interpreting rules
By Randy Keck
The Community News

At least some Parker County 
businesses are gearing up to reopen 
after Texas Gov. Greg Abbott on 
April 27 released the plan to “Open 
Texas.”

The plan includes health guide-
lines for Texas residents, describes 
the state’s plan to ramp up testing 
and contact tracing, and provides 
guidelines for a variety of busi-
ness and public accommodations 
to reopen on a limited basis.

While the plan provided 
guidelines for a number of enti-
ties, including restaurants, there 
were portions vague enough that 
members of the Parker County 
COVID-19 task force asked the 
Parker County Commissioners 
Court, when it met after the gov-
ernor’s announcement, for more 
time to digest the report before 
coming up with a plan for the 
county.

The court also met on April 20 
to discuss the matter. At that meet-
ing, County Judge Pat Deen said 
he did not plan to renew the emer-
gency declaration that was issued 
in March. It expired on April 22.

Commissioners agreed that the 
governor has the authority consti-
tutionally to define the parameters 
in the situation.

“We have no constitutional 
authority to override the governor,” 
Deen told the court.

Pct. 4 Commissioner Steve 
Dugan expressed the desire for 
the governor to allow more local 
control.

“I don’t think one boot is going 
to fit every body,” Dugan said.

“I think we’re all on the same 
page,” Pct. 1 Commissioner Craig 
Peacock said. “We all want to get 
past this and get things open.”

The Commissioners await-
ed the governor’s announcement 
on Monday, hoping for answers. 
However, members of the coun-
ty COVID-19 task force felt there 
were still a lot of unanswered 
questions after the governor’s 
announcement.

For example, the governor’s 
announcement made provisions 
for reopening certain business-
es, including restaurants, retail 
stores, and movie theaters at 25 
percent of stated capacity. That 
capacity can be increased if rural 
counties (Parker County is count-
ed as rural in this case) can meet 

certain guidelines. However, the 
document refers to both confirmed 
and active cases.

Patrick Lawler, on behalf of the 
task force, told the commissioners 
that he interpreted the guideline 
as having five or fewer active cases 
as a condition that would allow 
the county to move to a 50 per-
cent occupancy. At the time of the 
meeting, Parker County had seven 
active cases.

At press time, that number had 
climbed to 11, which would dim 
hopes of a quick movement to the 
higher occupancy rates.

“We’re doing everything we can 
to fight for our business owners to 
get everything open,” Lawler said.

He pointed out that occupancy 
is also an ambiguous number.

Regarding restaurants, he said, 
“they may be able to occupy half 
their chairs with 25 percent occu-
pancy. This is not the best way to 
do this.”

Deen asked the task force to go 
back to Commissioners Court with 
a more defined idea of “what we 
can and can’t do. I can’t imagine 
the confusion out there after what 
I just watched,” Deen said.

“We need to come back as quick-
ly as we can when we get these 
answers,” Pct. 3 Commissioner 
Larry Walden said. “Today left 
more questions than answers.”

The commissioners court 
was scheduled to meet again on 
Thursday morning, April 30, after 
The Community News’ press dead-
line. Check www.community-news.
com for updates.

Some plan specifics
While some definitions may 

have been vague, the plan unveiled 
by Gov. Abbott did provide some 
concrete steps for both customers, 
employers, and operators of local 
businesses and restaurants. The 
plan spelled out specific steps for 
long-term care facilities, restau-
rants, retail stores, movie theaters, 
museums and libraries, and wor-
ship facilities, among others.

For customers/clients, most 
plans had these common protocols:
• Self-screen before going into 
a retailer for any of the following, 
and do not go into a retailer with 
any of the following symptoms: 
cough, sore throat, shortness of 
breath or difficulty breathing, 
loss of taste or smell, diarrhea, 
chills, feeling feverish or a mea-
sured temperature greater than or 
equal to 100.0 degrees farenheit, 

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Restaurants in Parker COunty are preparing for re-opening, although not quite sure what to expect. Bistro 1031 
in Aledo plans on serving an limited menu, and staff has been working to separate tables inside and on the 
patio.

Toes in the Water
Restaurants, retail  
look to reopen
By Randy Keck
The Community News

More than 30 people from all 
areas of the county make up the 
COVID-19 pandemic task force 
formed by Parker County Judge Pat 
Deen. Disciplines include health 
care, emergency management, gov-
ernment operations, and business.

Patrick Lawler, former Hudson 
Oaks city administrator and now 
chief executive officer of the Parker 
County Economic Development 
Council, is joined by five city man-
agers/administrators in the county 
tasked with defining how business-
es in the county can reopen.

“The business reopening side 
was formed very early in the pro-
cess, because we knew it would 
take us some time to figure out 
what the best way to do that was,” 
Lawler told The Community News 
in an interview on Wednesday.

 “We also knew that our data 
collection testing and other things 
would need to ramp up in order 
for us to be able to make bet-
ter decisions,” he added. “We sat 
down very, very early in this pro-
cess and said, ‘okay, how, how is 
this going to work? How are we 
going to structure this? And what 
would a reopening look like?’ Then 
we brought in the chambers of 
commerce to ask them a lot of 
questions. And we had a ton of 

one-on-one conversations with 
people in the business community.”

While Texas Governor Greg 
Abbott has taken on himself the 
authority to define when and how 
local businesses will open, Lawler 
and his group still have important 
tasks to perform at the county level.

“A lot of what we’re doing now is 
trying to educate our businesses on 
how that can operate,” Lawler said.

Parker County qualifies as 
a rural county in the governor’s 
order, which allows restaurants, 
retail stores, and other businesses 
to operate at 25 percent occupancy 
starting May 1. However, the devil, 
it is said, is in the details.

“Rural county is not really 
defined,” Lawler said. He interprets 
the order to define rural counties 
based on active COVID-19 case 
count.

Under the order, Lawler said, 
some counties can go directly go to 
Phase II, or 50 percent occupancy, 
if they meet certain thresholds. One 
of those is to have only five active 
COVID-19 cases in the county.

“It allows a county with five or 
less cases at any time after May 1 to 
attest that they are meeting those 
guidelines, send that information 
to the department state health ser-
vices, and get approved to become 
a Phase II county,” Lawler said. 
“We are working on on that right 
now. And we we have the capa-
bility to meet all of the guideline 

requirements for that except for the 
active case count at this point.”

(At the time of the interview 
Parker County’s active case count 
was seven, but it jumped to 11 later 
in the day).

The occupancy question is 
one that Lawler said the public 
may misunderstand, and he felt it 
important for patrons, especially 
of restaurants, to understand how 
that number is calculated before 
dining out.

“It is very, very difficult to govern 
based on occupancy,” Lawler said. 
“We looked at this for almost a week 
and a half of the three and a half 
weeks or four weeks it took us to 
write our plan. We had discussions 
between our committee, which are 
all very well-educated city people 
who’ve been writing codes for prob-
ably a combined 100 years. And the 
reality is that occupancy was not a 
great measure to use.”

Lawler further explained that 
occupancy is defined in different 
ways for different businesses.

“Some of them are standing 
room occupancy, or one person 
per 15 square foot. Some of them 
are seating capacity. So one per-
son per chair, and restaurants can 
be gauged on numerous different 
capacity limits. It’s all based on 
what the architect submits with 
the plans. When they submit 
their plans to build a building, or 
they submit their plans to put a 
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Feeding vulnerable
Restaurant owner helps in Careity’s mission 
to provide meals for cancer patients.
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Wide Outs
A look at Bearcats’ prospects for wide 
receiver in the fall.
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Rhodes’ Scholars
Aledo exes excel in pole vaulting at the  
college level.
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Firefighters from Parker County Emergency Services District 1 “rescue” a 130-pound mannequin during a live fire 
training in Aledo on Wednesday. For more information, see page 2.

PARKER COUNTY

Mayors 
plan food 

drive
Meals on Wheels to  
deliver 6,000 meals in 
May to senior citizens 
at home

A sharp increase in the 
number of meals being deliv-
ered to senior citizens in Parker 
County has prompted the 
Mayor’s Council to announced 
a food drive to help the Parker 
County Committee on Aging 
provide them through Meals 
on Wheels.

During this pandemic, 
Meals on Wheels plans to deliv-
er 6,000 meals in the month of 
May alone to seniors who are 
unable to leave their homes. 
Last year, Meals on Wheels 
delivered, on average, between 
1,800 and 2,000 meals per 
month.

“As you can imagine, this 
increase in requests to feed our 
senior neighbors has severely 
depleted the stockpile of gro-
ceries used to prepare these 
much needed meals,” according 
to a release from the mayors.

Residents and business-
es can donate the following 
items requested by the Parker 
County Committee on Aging:

• Canned carrots, apples, 
peaches, baked beans, 
yams, corn, and mixed 
vegetables;

• Fresh onions and potatoes;

• Dried rice and beans.

Items can be dropped off at 
any of the following locations 
through May 25:

• ESD 1 Station 34 — 991 
Bailey Ranch Rd, Aledo

• ESD 1 Station 37 — 701 
Thunderhead, Annetta/
Annetta South

• ESD 1 Station 48 — 215 
Goshen Rd, Springtown

• Willow Park Public Safety 
Building — 101 Stagecoach 
Trail

• Hudson Oaks City Hall - 
210 Hudson Oaks Drive

• Weatherford Fire Station 
4 — 905 West Park

• ESD 8 Station 55 — 
Central Community VFD 
4100 Old Agnes Road

• ESD 9 Station 39 — Brock-
Dennis VFD 1107 FM 1189, 
Brock

• Cresson City Hall - 8901 
Hwy. 377

Midnight Special
Local stylists plans  
12 a.m. re-opening
By Randy Keck
The Community news

Gov. Greg Abbott surprised 
many people around the state by 
announcing on Tuesday that, begin-
ning Friday, May 8, additional 
businesses in Texas could open back 
up for business.

Those businesses include hair 
and tanning salons, and swimming 
pools.

In addition, other businesses 
including gyms and certain offic-
es and manufacturing facilities can 
open up on May 18.

The reaction of local operators 
was unabashedly positive.

Abbott’s executive order allows 
for “cosmetology salons, hair salons, 
barber shops, nail salons/shops, and 
other establishments where licensed 
cosmetologists or barbers practice 
their trade” to be open as long as 
there is six feet of distance between 
operating work stations.

Abbott said each operator in a 
salon should not have more than 
one customer at a time, and recom-
mended that appointments be set up 
where people could wait outside for 
an appointment. He recommended 

that masks be worn by both the 
operator and customer.

Christopher Moore, who oper-
ates a salon on Front Street in Aledo, 
said he was devastated when he 
originally got the news that he had 
to close back on March 23. He was 
at home at the time with his wife, 

Heather; son, Max; and daughter, 
Madeline.

“We were doing a typical Monday 
off, you know, just little house 
chores,” Christopher said. “Max and 
I were actually outside snapping 
some sheet rock for some of the 
wood.” Heather walked outside and 

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Max Moore helped in the family remodeling project.

Turn to MOORE, page 3

Family 
reading 
program 
promoted 
for month of 
May

The Parker County 4-H 
and the Texas A&M Extension 
Service are inviting the com-
munity to participate in 
Families Reading Every Day 
(FRED) for the month of May.

Materials from the exten-
sion service say FRED “is 
a fun and effective way to 
strengthen family bonds and 
promote literacy development 
by encouraging families to 
focus on reading together for 
four weeks.” 

The goal is for the family 
to spend 15 minutes reading 
together per day for the first 
two weeks, and 30 minutes 
per day for the last two weeks.

For more information on 
the program, visit https://fch.
tamu.edu/fred/.

Summer 
enrollment 
up at WC

Despite the challenges of 
COVID-19, enrollment is up at 
Weatherford College.

As of May 3, registration 
for the Summer I semester 
at Weatherford College stood 
at 994 students, up from 886 
during the same time in the 
registration process last year.

Classes in the Summer I 
semester begin June 1 with 
registration ending that same 
day.

“Our summer enrollment is 
up because many students are 
recognizing the exceptional 
value of Weatherford College,” 
said Dr. Tod Allen Farmer, WC 
president. “With the addition 
of $2.56 million in CARES Act 
grant funding and our online 
course expansion, we expect 
this growth trend to continue 
in the fall. Many students who 
were university bound are now 
taking advantage of the safety, 
convenience and cost of WC.”

All general academic sum-
mer classes have transitioned 
to online formats this year due 
to the pandemic. Only courses 
requiring face-to-face instruc-
tion for accreditation purposes 
will meet on campus.

For more information on 
applying or registering for 
classes, visit wc.edu. To speak 
with an academic advisor 
email advising@wc.edu.

No Longer Vacant
Tri-County Electric prepares for moving day 
into its new Aledo facility.

PAGE 3

Education
New curriculum director named at Trinity 
Christian Academy.
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Bummer
COVID-19 cuts short Bearcats’ dream team 
season in baseball.
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WILLOW PARK

Growth 
continues 
with 
new plat 
approvals
Trinity Christian expands, 
council grapples with  
ETJ development
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The Willow Park City Council con-
tinued the growth trajectory of the city 
with the approval of two new site plans 
and two plats at its regular meeting on 
May 12, conducted via Zoom.

The first growth item was the 
unanimous approval for the site plan 
of a new 4,480 square foot modular 
classroom building at Trinity Christian 
Academy directly to the east of its sec-
ondary campus. The building will be 
constructed over 14 existing parking 
spaces, but Willow Park’s Director of 
Development Services Betty Chew told 
the council that there would not be a 
parking space deficiency because of the 
school’s parking agreement with the 
adjacent Trinity Bible Church.

Council member Greg Runnebaum 
asked if if this was a permanent build-
ing. While the building is modular, it 
will be set on a permanent foundation.

Mike Skaggs, Trinity Christian 
Academy’s Head of School, said the 
building was being placed in a way that 
it could be removed in the future.

Pointing out that it will be the first 
thing people see when they enter the 
campus drive from the Interstate 20 
service road, Skaggs said, “it’s not going 
to look like a crummy, portable build-
ing. It will be there for as many years as 
we need it to be there.”

The site plan for the building, 
which will house four classrooms, was 
approved unanimously.

The other site plan approved was 
for Thrive Behavioral Center and an 
office building to be located in the 
Crown Pointe addition north of Texas 
Health.

Chew said the site was in what the 
city calls its “medical district.” Planned 
for construction on the 1.43 acre site is 
a 4,500 square-foot behavioral learn-
ing center and a 3,200 square-foot 
office building. 

The site plan was approved 
unanimously.

One final development item inside 
the city limits was approved, being 
the final plat for The Village at Willow 
Park Phase II, a 10.4 acre portion of 
the larger 24-acre subdivision that was 
approved by the council in 2018. 

Phase II will include three com-
mercial/retail/office lots and the “Town 
Square” public park (0.4  acres), all on 
the west side of Willow Bend Drive.

Turn to COUNCIL, page 5

Hands On
Former Aledo High 
School student working 
in New York ER
By Randy Keck
The Community News

Navigating a soccer ball 
through opponents’ defenses may 
have been good training for Lexi 
Barton, former all-district soccer 
player for the Aledo Ladycats. 
Barton now navigates emergen-
cy room patients through the 
onslaught of COVID-19 in the 
Bronx, New York City, as part of a 
traveling nurse program.

Through 12-and-a-half-hour 
shifts, Barton, who graduated 
from Aledo High School in 2013, 
attends to numerous patients each 
day who visit the crowded emer-
gency room in a low-income area.

Barton played soccer at 
Washburn University in Topeka, 
Kansas, after leaving Aledo, and 
it was there that she earned her 
nursing degree and began her 
nursing career.

But for the next few weeks 
she has traded in the four to five 
patients she sees at a time in 
Kansas to as many as 13 in the 
Bronx.

New York City has been 
“ground zero” for the battle against 
COVID-19 in the United States, 
and Barton has seen her share of 
patients in an environment that is 
overwhelmed with patients.

“We are wearing the N95 
masks 24/7,” Barton said. “We just 
assume that every patient who 

comes in could potentially be 
positive.”

Barton explained that in 
Kansas, where she has worked as 
an ER nurse for about 14 months 
now, “we would separate patients 
based on their symptoms, and we 
would just go off of symptoms. 
If they had a respiratory com-
plaint, then we would take those 
precautions.”

But in the Bronx, she said, “here 
it’s like everybody who comes in, if 
they come in for something that’s 
completely separate, if they come 
in for, a finger laceration or some-
thing, we still just assume that 
they could have COVID. So we 
are fully dressed up in the hazmat 
suits and masks and eyewear all 
the time.”

Supplies of masks and other 
PPEs (personal protective equip-
ment) have been an issue on 
the national news. When asked 
about the supply where she works, 
Barton said they get one mask per 
day.

“We are able to get a new N95 
mask every day if we would like,” 
Barton said. “In the traditional 
sense, an N95 mask is, ‘one time 
use.’ So if you go into a patient 
room, you’re supposed to throw it 
away after that, but that just, that’s 
not really happening anywhere. 
Here, we get one N95 mask for the 
day and we wear it for that entire 
12 hours.

“And we get one gown and 
we wear that for the entire 24 
hours. In some places, in some 
places people are having to wear 
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Lexi Barton is shown in front of St. Barnabas Hospital in the Bronx, 
where she is working as a visiting emergency room nurse. Turn to BARTON, page 3

Squaw Creek celebrates Ben Hogan 
Learning Center ground breaking

By Tony Eierdam
The Community News

In the spring of 2019, the news 
of a second Ben Hogan Learning 
Center (BHLC) was celebrated 
in the area as Squaw Creek Golf 
Course announced it would con-
struct the second BHLC to follow 
the original learning center in 
Fort Worth.

On Wednesday, official ground-
breaking ceremonies took place at 
Squaw Creek Golf Course. The 
project is a partnership between 
The First Tee of Fort Worth and 
the Ben Hogan Foundation and is 
scheduled to be completed in the 
spring of 2021.

The First Tee was already in 
place at Squaw Creek, but after the 
second BHLC is built — adjacent 
to the pro shop next to the driving 
range — youth golfers in grow-
ing Parker County will not have 

to travel to Fort Worth to take 
advantage of programs offered.

The First Tee executive direc-
tor Mike Long said the new Ben 
Hogan Learning Center will offer 
the same programs as the original 
BHLC at Rockwood Golf Course 
in Fort Worth, but will also have 
a community center for other 
events.

“It is so exciting,” Long said. 
“We have great partners, and the 
purpose of this center is exactly 
the same as the one at Rockwood. 
This will be an exciting draw for 
the young people and families of 
the community. 

“We will be able to work with 
thousands of young people and 
really empower them with life 
skills, core values, and the game 
of golf. But this facility in Willow 

TONY EIERDAM/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

U.S. Rep Kay Granger was in Willow Park on Wednesday to make a 
presentation to The First Tee Executive Director Mike Long at the 
groundbreaking of the Ben Hogan Learning Center at Squaw Creek Golf 
Course.Turn to HOGAN, page 5

Drive-In Movies
Editor Randy Keck shares a memorable 
drive-in movie experience.
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Long-Timers
Aledo ISD honors long-time employees.
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Varsity cut short
Sports Editor Tony Eierdam profiles the  
varsity softball experience of Ashley Kehrt.
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Outside the Box 
— Literally —

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Barrett, Amber, and Michael Birdwell watch the Aledo Top Ten Percent slide show at Bearcat Stadium on Tuesday, 
May 19.

Top students receive 
unique honor
By Randy Keck
The Community News

Finding ways to honor extraordi-
nary accomplishment has required 
creative thinking in a time of social 
distancing and lockdowns.

Aledo High School Principal 
Dan Peterson and has staff found a 

unique way to honor the top 10 per-
cent of this year’s senior class.

Typically, there is a banquet at 
which the accomplished students 
and their families will attend. Each 
student is introduced, and in turn 
has the opportunity to honor a spe-
cial teacher.

This year, the 45 students com-
prising the top 10 percent of the 
class were invited, in two shifts, 
to watch the traditional slide show 

presentation on the scoreboard at 
Bearcat Stadium from the parking 
lot.

While distant from each other, 
there was a hit of a festive air as the 
students and their families awaited 
the beginning of the slide show. As 
the sun disappeared over the hori-
zon, the show began, and creative 
thinking won the day.

Turn to page 2 for more photos.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Signs arrived at Aledo High School on Wednesday to honor this year’s senior class. Each senior is being scheduled 
to pick up his or her sign.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS                                                              

Jamie Rinehart displays an award signifying her as the 2020 Marva 
Collins Excellence in Teaching Award.

ALEDO ISD

Jamie Rinehart 
named Marva Collins 

Teacher of the Year
14 additional educator 
awards presented
Staff Reports
The Community News

The Aledo Independent 
School District presented the 21st 
annual Marva Collins Teaching 
Excellence Awards without the 
traditional ceremony and in-per-
son reception.

This year’s awards were 
named in absentia, and plaques 
were presented by way of social 
distancing in both space and 
time.

Cash awards were presented 
to teachers and support staff in a 
variety of categories.

Aledo High School English 
teacher Jamie Rinehart took 
home the main award, the Marva 
Collins Teaching Excellence/
Reilly Family Foundation award. 

The Reilly Family Foundation 
began the Marva Collins Award in 
2000. It was originally planned to 
be a five-year project, providing a 
$10,000 award to the district’s 
outstanding teacher each year.

However, the concept 
blossomed and became a per-
manent annual tradition, with 
awards added along the way by 
local sponsors for other teach-
ing, administrative, and support 
services.

In addition to Rinehart, award 
recipients were:

•	 PBS	of	Texas	Secondary	
Teacher	of	the	Year	— 
Lindsey Coomer, Aledo 
Learning Center English 
teacher;

•	 Hardick	Family	Award	
Intermediate/Middle	
School	Teacher	of	the	Year	
— Deanne Torres, McAnally 
Intermediate School;

•	 First	Financial	Bank	
Elementary	Teacher	of	the	
Year — Rebekah Getz, Stuard 
Elementary School;

Lindsey Coomer                                                                              

Turn to COLLINS, page 3
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All For The Kids

AHS’ popular principal 
Dan Peterson ending 
career after 12 years at 
Aledo ISD
By Tony Eierdam
The Community News

Aledo High School 10-year 
principal Dan Peterson announced 
early this spring that he was retir-
ing after spending 35 years in 
education, which sent shock waves 
throughout the district.

Peterson came to Aledo ISD 
in 2008 as the new middle school 
principal. Two years later, he was 
promoted to the high school prin-
cipal position and spent the next 
decade at the secondary school.

“I was very upset when he 
called and told me he was retiring; 
very upset,” vice-principal Tessa 
Maurer said. “His shoes will be 
huge to fill.”

Peterson is a “hands on” admin-
istrator whose door is always open 
and his presence always felt. There 
was hardly ever a home athletics 
contest he missed and he is a big 
booster of all the AHS extracurric-
ular activities. 

In the last 10 years, Peterson 
was present at nearly every home 
event and was often traveling to 
watch teams in district play or the 
playoffs.

“I don’t think it took him very 
long to win everybody over at the 
high school,” Maurer said. “His 
personality and his work ethic, 
how he handles the staff and the 
kids, has always been what is best 
for Aledo ISD.”

In this time of his life, Peterson 
feels it is time to move on. His 
youngest daughter, Holly, a for-
mer Ladycats soccer player, will 
graduate from the University of 
Oklahoma in May. His son, Tarren, 
graduated from Georgetown 
University.

Dan and his wife Leslie have 
been married 30 years, meeting 
when Dan taught shop at Marcus 
High School in the 1985-86 school 
year.

That was Peterson’s first job 
after graduating with a B.S. in 
Education from the University of 

Nebraska. Peterson completed his 
Master in Education at Tarleton 
State University.

When asked what he will miss 
the most when leaving AHS, it 
was not a shock when he said “the 
kids.”

“I don’t know that there is any 
one highlight for me when I look 
back over the past 10, 12 years,” 
Peterson said. “But I would say 
it’s the incremental learning pro-
cess you see in a kid. Everybody 
talks about the light bulb going 
on — it’s when they hit their stride 
and they start to realize things are 
clicking for them now. 

“But now that I think about it 
I do have a personal highlight — 
having my daughter (Holly) walk 
across the stage at graduation. 
That’s a huge moment. To be able 
to give her a hug coming across 
the middle of the stage — you 
know, that was…awesome.”

Peterson said he knew as early 
as his junior year in high school 
that he wanted to become an edu-
cator. After being in teaching for 
11 years, he got into administra-
tion as an assistant principal at 
Crowley Middle School.

Influences
Peterson said the big influ-

ence on his life and why he chose 
teaching came at Omaha Bryan 
High School, where he graduated 
in 1980.

“My sophomore year in high 
school I had two teachers in my 
vocational classes that really 
had an impact on me,” he said. 
“I could tell I hit my niche. I’d 

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo High School principal Dan Peterson directed rehearsal with students before the 2019 graduation.

Turn to PETERSON, page 3

“Dan is driven 
in all his deci-
sions by his 
high ethical 
standards. He 
always gives 
his very best 
and is a hard 
worker that 
demonstrates 
his dedication 
to serving 
others each 
day.”

Aledo ISD Assistant 
Superintendent Lynn 

McKinney

ALEDO ISD

Ansley named new 
Daniel Ninth Grade 
Campus principal

Carolyn Ansley, assis-
tant principal at Aledo 
High School, has been 
named as the new prin-
cipal at the Don Daniel 
Ninth Grade Campus.

Ansley served at AHS 
for nine years. She was 
recently honored as Aledo 
ISD’s Assistant Principal 
of the Year for the 2019-
2020 school year.

“I am so happy that Mrs. Ansley 
has agreed to take on this new leader-
ship role,” Aledo ISD Superintendent 
Dr. Susan Bohn said. “She is already 
an incredible asset to our Bearcat 
Leadership Team, and I am anxious 
to see the positive impact that she 
will have at the Daniel Ninth Grade 
Campus.”

Ansley has 12 years of leader-
ship experience and served as an 
assistant principal in the Burleson, 
Crowley, and Denton school dis-
tricts. She was a classroom teacher 
in three districts (Midway, Crowley, 
and White Settlement) and also 
served as an assessment specialist 
in Crowley.

“I am grateful for 
the opportunity to serve 
the students and staff of 
Don Daniel Ninth Grade 
Campus,” Ansley said. 
“First, I would like to say 
how very much I appre-
ciate all of the support 
and encouragement that 
I have received from my 
colleagues at Aledo High 
School. My nine years 

as Aledo High School assistant 
principal have made an indelible 
mark upon me and my family, and 
have prepared me for the leader-
ship opportunity I have accepted 
at Daniel Ninth. Second, I am both 
humbled and excited for the new 
adventures that lie ahead as we wel-
come our freshman to the start of a 
great high school journey.”

Ansley has a Master of 
Educational Administration from 
the University of Texas at Arlington 
and an undergraduate degree from 
Baylor. She replaces Angi Tims, 
who was named Aledo High School 
Principal last month. Both Ansley 
and Tims will finish the school year 
in their current roles.

Ansley

CYNTHIA LLEWELLYN/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The Aledo Colorguard performs at the 2019 state football championship at 
AT&T Stadium.

Aledo Colorguard 
recruiting for ‘20-’21

The Aledo High School 
Colorguard is looking for members 
to join next year’s team. Colorguard 
members have the opportunity to 
learn how to dance, spin a flag, and 
perform at football games and with 
the band at halftime.

No experience is required to 
sign up for Aledo’s award-winning 
program.

For a video presenta-
tion, visit https://bit.ly/
aledo-colorguard-video.

For a signup form, visit https://
bit.ly/colorguard-signup-aledo.

Time Flies
Publisher Randy Keck looks back at the last 
25 years of The Community News.
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Staying in Shape
UIL allows conditioning workouts to begin.

PAGE 12

Cut Short
Tony Eierdam analyzes the abbreviated 
soccer season.
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Literacy
School district unveils summer reading 
program.

PAGE 3

Understandable Rage
Publisher Randy Keck looks at the 
aftermath of the George Floyd death.
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Change of Sports
Max Newell heads to Tarleton on a track 
scholarship.
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ALEDO

Council nixes 
rezoning on 
Annetta Road
Senior care facility  
moves forward
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The Aledo City Council declined 
to approve a rezoning request of 
property on Old Annetta Road at 
its regular meeting, held via Webex, 
on May 28.

The council originally looked 
at the issue at its February meet-
ing, when the property owner, ST 
White Trucking Co., asked that 
the property at 325 Old Annetta 
Road be rezoned from residential to 
commercial.

At the time, Tony White, who 
represents the company, said his 
late father had bought the property 
several years ago, and had been 
leasing it out as residential prop-
erty. However, he had a contract 
with The Complete Backyard for 
the property’s purchase provided it 
could be re-zoned commercial.

At the February meeting sev-
eral residents who live on Hidden 
Valley spoke in opposition to the 
zoning because the property abuts 
the backs of their homes.

At Thursday night’s meeting, 
long-time resident Weldon Turner 
said he built his home on Hidden 
Valley 42 years ago.

“I am philosophically opposed 
to the notion of changing zoning 
for residential to commercial when 
said commercial zone is adjacent to 
a residential area which has been so 
for decades,” he said.

Another resident said he was 
not necessarily opposed to the 
rezoning, but would like to see the 
portion adjacent to the neighbor-
hood taken by the city to be kept in 
its natural state.

White spoke in favor, saying that 
the rezoning aligns with the city’s 
future land use map and conforms 
to other re-zonings in the area.

White said the same property 
value arguments were used in 2015 
in opposition to the retail center 
that is adjacent to Versailles, but 
said there was no appreciable dif-
ference in property values of the 
homes closest to the commercial 
development.

White pointed out that the 
zoning change was unanimously 
recommended by the city’s Planning 
and Zoning Commission.

“I believe that an affirmative 
vote for this project affirms a lot of 
what you’ve accomplished over the 
last ten years,” he said.

However, when it came time to 
vote, a motion to approve the zon-
ing change was never seconded.

Under current law, the proper-
ty owners will have to wait a year 
before again requesting rezoning.

Turn to ALEDO, page 3

ALEDO

‘Justice 
for George 

Floyd’ march 
planned 
Saturday

By Randy Keck
The Community News

Two former Aledo High School 
students plan to lead a “Justice 
for George Floyd and Black Lives 
Matter March” in Aledo on Saturday, 
June 6.

Brittney and Danielle Trought 
were track stars at Aledo High 
School who graduated in 2015. 
Brittney ran track at TCU and grad-
uated in 2019. Danielle plays soccer 
at Texas Wesleyan University.

Danielle said she and some stu-
dents were participating in the Fort 
Worth protests, and they wanted to 
raise awareness in Aledo.

“We really have experienced just 
being a minority in a community 
where it’s a majority of white people 
and non-whites have been victims of 
racism,” Danielle said. “We’re really 
pretty much hoping that this would 
help really shine a light on Aledo 
— just to see what they stand for. 
Are we black people? Are we just 
athletes to them? Are we actually 
people?

“We are students, husbands, 
wives, families, but are we equal?”

Danielle said the response has 
a been favorable so far after she 
posted an invitation to the march on 
social media.

“I’m so proud of the town that 
I grew up in,” she said, adding that 
members of an an alumni group 
have expressed support.

“They are coming together, 
responding to me, responding to 
my sister, really reaching out to us 
with ‘we support y’all.’ People that 
we grew up with, they’re like ‘we’re 
with you,’ — it gives us a good feel-
ing to know that we are we are loved 
… even if we didn’t have the athletic 
ability.”

“We have a lot of talent coming 
into Aledo, but we’re more than just 
talent. We are human beings. And 
so we just wanted to shine a light on 
that. Because people say ‘Titletown’ 
and so it’s really based on sports. I 
want it to be more than just sports, 
you know, we’re a community, so, 
I just wanted all all of us to come 
together and stand up for what we 
truly believe in.”

Danielle said that she and her 
sister began to understand racial 
attitudes in school after elementary 
school.

“When I hit middle school is 
when I felt it personally,” Danielle 
said. “When I wasn’t accepted among 
my peers, especially being a girl — I 
wanted to fit in with the other girls — 
I didn’t fit in just because of the color 
of my skin. So it’s kind of hard.

Turn to MARCH, page 3

Celebration!

TONY EIERDAM/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The Aledo High School Class of 2020 celebrates at the end of the graduation ceremony on Friday, May 
29, at Bearcat Stadium. More coverage can be found on page 5.

Class of 2020 gets a 
graduation after all
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The Aledo High School senior 
class of 2020, denied so many of 
the other perks of being graduating 
seniors, celebrated their accomplish-
ment with a graduation ceremony 
on a made-to-order day at Bearcat 
Stadium last Friday, May 29.

Held under COVID-19 restric-
tions, each senior had only four 
tickets to share, and each fami-
ly had designated seating on both 
sides of the stadium for appropriate 
social distancing.

In addition, hand sanitizer by 
the gallon was available at the stadi-
um entry, as were personnel taking 
the temperature of attendees.

None of these measures damp-
ened the enthusiasm of proud 
parents and graduates as about 428 
diplomas were awarded.

“We think it went very well,” 
said Aledo ISD Superintendent Dr. 
Susan Bohn. “We were very appre-
ciative of the guests and the staff, 
and we were incredibly happy to 
get the students together to gradu-
ate. They really deserved it.”

This year’s ceremony included 
the Aledo Learning Center, which 
normally has a separate graduation.

TONY EIERDAM/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Dan Peterson led his final school song as Aledo High School  
principal. Peterson announced his retirement this year.

Looking religiously
Publisher Randy Keck takes a look at 
last Saturday’s march from a theological 
perspective.
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Soccer
Tony Eierdam wraps up Aledo’s incomplete 
Ladycats soccer season.
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The right call
Tony Eierdam expains why AISD made the 
right call to cancel youth camps this year.
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No easy walk to freedom
First social justice march 
in Aledo turns out to be a 
peaceful one
By Randy Keck and Tony Eierdam
the Community News

What began as something of a 
last-minute idea for two sisters who 
graduated from Aledo High School 
quickly turned into a first for Aledo 
— a racial equality march involv-
ing an estimated 350 people who 
marched from Aledo High School to 
the Aledo Commons and back.

Brittney Trought and her twin 
sister Danielle, who graduated from 
Aledo High School in 2015, orga-
nized the event. 

The twins got the idea after par-
ticipating in a similar protest march 
in Fort Worth.

“At the (protest march) in 
Fort Worth we were at it went so 
peacefully, and hearing everyone’s 
story really motivated us,” Brittney 
Trought said. “Danielle said to me, 
‘Let’s do one in Aledo’ and I agreed. 
We talked to our family and friends 
and she posted it (on Facebook) and 
it happened.

“Now we are here today 
(Saturday, June 6) with our commu-
nity. It is full of love and support.”

Danielle Trought said when she 
saw a similar march was held in 
Stephenville that she was confident 
in could happen in Aledo. Ironically, 
on the same day as the Aledo march 
a national news organization ran an 
article about 22 other small towns 
in America holding similar marches.

“I actually talked to the guy who 
organized (the Stephenville march),” 
Danielle said. “I asked him how he 
did it and he told me we should 

do the same in Aledo. Just because 
we are a small community doesn’t 
mean we don’t have a voice, too.”

After announcing the march, 
the sisters quickly learned that put-
ting on a march involves more than 
putting on a march (see sidebar 
“Behind the Scenes.)

Meetings were quickly arranged 
with the Aledo Independent School 
District and the City of Aledo which 
involved law enforcement, city, and 

school district officials to plan out 
the details.

Standing in the back of a pick-
up with a megaphone, Danielle 
addressed the crowd before the 
march, thanking law enforcement 
officials, city officials, and her coach-
es at Aledo High School.

“A year ago exactly I went on a 
mission trip to Ecuador,” Danielle 
said, “and it really changed my life. 
I really wanted to do something 
and I reached out to my coaches 

here in Aledo and they really came 
through.”

She said they donated soccer 
balls and other equipment for the 
trip to Ecuador.

She said she told her mom and 
coaches that she wanted to do some-
thing more, and they recommended 
doing something in Aledo.

“And that’s why I’m here in Aledo 
because I love Aledo,” Danielle said. 

TONY EIERDAM/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

AHS graduate Danielle Trought one of the event organizers, made opening announcements to the crowd.

Behind 
the 
Scenes
How a safe  
march happened

The Community News spoke with 
Aledo Mayor Kit Marshall about the 
“behind-the-scenes” work than went 
into preparing for Saturday’s march.

“It was a lot of hard work. I 
believe that that hard work paid off. 
We had a safe march. We had people 
that genuinely cared,” Marshall said.

“I thought it was fabulous that 
many of the marchers stopped to 
thank the law enforcement who 
were out to protect them, as well as 
our businesses and residents, and 
that didn’t just happen,” Marshall 
said.

The mayor said she was not 
informed about the march until 
Wednesday.

“I clearly knew that we needed to 
begin making some plans to ensure 
public safety. You already have this 
heightened sense of angst because 
we’ve been in the middle of a pan-
demic. And then you see riots and 
marches that turned into protests 
that turned into violence and so it 
just creates fear when something 
that’s never been in your community 
is coming,” Marshall said.

She said social media served to 
heighten tension before the march.

Turn to MARCH, page 3 Turn to PLANS, page 2

ALEDO ISD

Middle school schematics unveiled
More natural light  
coming to new and  
old campuses
By Randy Keck
The Community News

Plans for the two Aledo Middle 
Schools were unveiled at the June 8 
meeting of the Aledo ISD Board of 
Trustees.

Shannon Carpenter Bearden, 
Principal with Huckabee Architects 
and a graduate of Aledo High 
School, walked the board through 
the concepts for both the new middle 

school No. 2, which will be built 
north of I-20 on Old Weatherford 
Road, and the renovation concepts 
for the existing middle school.

Bearden reviewed the process 
that resulted in the plans, including 
visioning projects with the curricu-
lar team and the public. She said the 
process led to the design priorities 
for the two campuses.

For the new school, she said the 
designers began with a “blank slate.” 
Designers visited the site of the new 
school, and in describing the layout 
of the two-story building Bearden 
said the front entry will be off of Old 
Weatherford Road, but there are 
plans for a north-south corridor that 
will eventually connect the campus 
to future Walsh development.

Turn to SCHOOLS, page 2

RIGHT: The existing middle school 
will get a cohesive overhaul that 

includes a new entrance to the 
south of the existing one.

COURTESY OF HUCKABEE ARCHITECTS

Free care for pets
Hudson Oaks vet clinic participates in local 
trials.
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Boys and Girls golf get season wraps.
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ALEDO

Making a run for the border
Taco Bell seeks restaurant 
at northern end of Aledo
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The Aledo City Council met in 
a quickly-called town meeting on 
Monday, June 15, to address resi-
dents’ concerns about a proposed 
Taco Bell in the community.

Although nothing as of yet has 
been filed with the city specifically 
regarding a Taco Bell, word reached 
epic proportions on social media, 
prompting the meeting. Mayor Kit 
Marshall said she had personally 
responded to about 140 emails on 
the subject.

Present at the meeting were 
council members Kim Hiebert, 
Dan Herbert, and Spencer Perry 
in addition to Mayor Marshall and 
an attorney who was brought in to 
explain the council’s legal options.

Also present were the owner 
of the proposed restaurant, Drew 
Durrett, and his Director of 

Development, Mike Stansberry.
Marshall thanked the residents 

for coming to the meeting and then 
began by showing residents a map 
of Aledo’s city limits and ETJ. She 
explained that while Aledo’s city 
limits encompass about 2.6 square 
miles, the other Aledo — Aledo 
Independent School District — cov-
ers about 132 square miles.

Marshall then provided a brief 
overview of the work done and the 
proposal provided by the Velocity 
Group, consultants who were hired 
by the city to help develop a new 
comprehensive plan for the city. 

“This process began last July,” 
Marshall said. “We had three days of 
meetings with consultants from the 
Velocity Group — city officials, our 
boards and commissions, key stake-
holders, as well as citizens to discuss 
future development in Aledo and 
prepare this study. So it will be used 
to update our strategic plan that was 
originally approved in 2009.” RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

About 35 residents attended a town hall meeting in Aledo to provide input on a proposed Taco Bell.Turn to ALEDO, page 3

WILLOW PARK

Council approves 
loan application
No plan in place for 
potential proceeds
By Randy Keck
The Community News

Despite not having a specific 
plan on how or where the funds 
will be used, the Willow Park 
City Council approved a motion 
at its June 9 meeting to allow 
City Administrator Bryan Grimes 
and Mayor Doyle Marshall to 
apply for a loan from the Texas 
Water Development Board not to 
exceed $17 million.

During public comments 
before the item was discussed, 
Willow Park resident and former 
council member Marcy Galle said 
she had always been in favor of a 
wholesale option with the City of 
Fort Worth.

“Willow Park does not need 
to be in the sewer plant business” 
Galle said. “City leadership had 
all last year to approve a feasi-
bility study effort by Halff and 
Associates for a wholesale con-
tract option. But what did council 
do instead?” she asked.

Galle recalled that a closed 
session was held on March 10 
to discuss real property, but no 
action was taken.

“So how exactly do we find our-
selves in a position this evening 

with a council memo explaining 
‘a location to be determined,’ and 
so we’ve decided that the Fort 
Worth contract option was out of 
the picture. Did staff decide this 
on their own without approval 
from the council, because that’s 
what it sounds like happened,” 
Galle said.

Grimes said the agenda item 
was not an issuance of debt, just 
the authority to apply.

Engineer Derek Turner then 
walked the council through some 
wastewater plant options, which 
include:
• Construct a new permanent 

plant;
• Construct a package plant;
• Fort Worth contract;
• Weatherford contract;
• Aledo contract.

Turner estimated a contract 
with Aledo would result in a total 
cost of $17.5 million, but said 
Aledo is not offering a contract. 
A contract with Weatherford was 
estimated to be $25.47 million.

He estimated a contract with 
Fort Worth would cost $20 mil-
lion, but added Fort Worth is not 
offering a contract. He estimated 
the cost for a permanent plant 
to be $14 million, and a package 
plant would be $8.9 million.

Turn to SEWER, page 2

RELIGION

A new house for The Well

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Paster Jack Hunt is shown opening the door to The Well’s new location in Willow Park.

New church now open
By Randy Keck
The Community News

Though not a new congregation, 
and new church is opening its doors 
in Willow Park.

The Well will hold a grand open-
ing and ribbon cutting on Saturday, 
June 20, with an open house from 

3-5 p.m. and the ribbon cutting at 
4:30 p.m.

A celebration service will be at 
10 a.m. on Sunday followed by a 
lunch.

Lead pastor Jack Hunt and his 
wife, Miranda, live in Aledo ISD 
with their two children, Jax (12), 
who will enter Aledo Middle School 
next year, and Jules (4).

The congregation was started in 
September of 2011 as Christ Church 
West, but later became The Well.

“We were approached  the previ-
ous October by Darius Johnston at 
Christ Church in Fort Worth. I was 
student ministry pastor there for 
seven years, and he approached us 

Turn to WELL, page 5

New Venture
Familiar face — New location for Mohamed 
Bachoo.
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UIL to allow streaming of high school 
football in 2020.
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Fun in Store

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Sean and Linda Sandefur are shown outside the Hudson Oaks location of Urban Air Adventure Park, set 
to open Saturday.

Aledo couple opening  
indoor adventure park
By Randy Keck
The Community News

When you meet Sean and Linda 
Sandefur for the first time, you 
quickly learn they like to have fun.

The couple has lived in Aledo 
for the past 10 years, but the past 12 
months have been especially busy 
with the construction and opening 
of Urban Air Adventure Park in 
Hudson Oaks.

Set to open June 27, Urban Air 
is 35,000 square feet of fun on the 
ground floor, where patrons will find 
Laser Tag, Flip Zone Bumper Cars, 
Spin Zone Bumper Cars, Climbing 
Walls, and numerous attractions 
designed to appeal to the young and 
the young at heart.

“I’m basically a 13-year-old 
42-year-old,” Sean said. “So I’ve just 
always goofed around, always work 
with the kids, and we’ve just always 
been trying to find ways to have a 
new adventure.”

Sean said Linda has traveled the 
world.

“She grew up and Africa, she’s 
lived in in Germany. She’s pilot, she 
skis, she scuba dives, she does it all. 
She’s always doing something fun 
and so this was an easy decision for 
us to jump into this craziness,” Sean 
laughed.

The decision to go all in with 
Urban Air was not difficult for the 
couple.

Urban Air was founded in 
Southlake, Texas, in 2011, and has 
grown to more than 45 locations in 
20 states. Linda had owned a fran-
chise business before, so she was 
familiar with the concept.

And the brother of one of Sean’s 
closest friends started the first 
Urban Air franchise in Kansas.

“Four years ago, we started on 
this project,” Sean said. “And so we 
slowly just started cranking, but it 
was an easy decision for us after we 
had been in. We have four kids who 

Turn to URBAN, page 3

ANNETTA

Council 
tables 
action on 
new school 
zoning
By Colton Hard
The Community News

During a public hearing at the Annetta 
Town Council’s regular meeting on June 
18, Tom Rutledge with Teague, Nall and 
Perkins gave a presentation on Aledo 
Independent School District’s plans to 
build a new elementary school on a prop-
erty partially within the town’s city limits.

The property, currently owned by 
Aledo I.S.D., faces West FM 5, and is 
generally located east of and adjacent to 
Annetta Community Storage. Currently, 
approximately 5.3 acres of the property 
lie outside of the city limits; Aledo I.S.D. 
has requested that the Town of Annetta 
annex the rest of the tract, and rezone 
the property to a Planned Development 
District.

After the meeting opened, the council 
unanimously voted to authorize Mayor 
Bruce Pinckard to enter into a municipal 
service agreement with Aledo I.S.D. This 
agreement will allow the mayor to devise 
a fee schedule for city utilities provided to 
the school during and after construction. 

Ostensibly, costs for the added 
demand to city water from the school will 
be covered by the fee schedule the city 
develops for the school.

Discussion and action regarding 
annexation and rezoning was tabled to 
allow for more public hearings to be held 
before these decisions were finalized. The 
public hearing will reopen at 7 p.m. on 
July 9 in the Annetta City Hall.

Prior to the meeting, the Chairman 
of the Zoning Board of Adjustments had 
asked the council to announce that there 
were two openings for alternates on the 
board. The ZBA is a quasi-judicial board 
that reviews interpretations of the town’s 
zoning laws. They meet bi-annually and 
serve by appointment.

The council discussed scheduling 
public hearings for the Annetta Finance 
Committee for the Fiscal Year 2019-2020 
Budget. Though no action was taken, 
council members expressed a desire to 
hold hearings by Aug. 20. The council 
reported that in recent months sales tax 
revenue had increased, and while month-
to-month expenditures were fluctuating, 
the underlying causes of these expenses 
remained steady.

At previous meetings, a local troop 
of boy scouts had requested permission 
to install a flag disposal drop off box on 
the city hall’s grounds. Council members 
had enthusiastically agreed, and many 
personally contributed to the project 
budget. Prior to the meeting on June 
18, the installation of the box was com-
pleted, and the troop is accepting retired 
American flags placed in the box.

‘Hats Off to Heroes’ breaks new ground
Proceeds benefit  
Careity Foundation

Careity Foundation recent-
ly introduced a first-of-its-kind, 
on-demand event that goes 
beyond the limits of traditional 
awards banquets to bring home 
recognition for both companies 
and deserving honorees.

The event will be held on the 
first three Tuesdays in August. 
Honorary chairs are Nicole and 
Taylor Sheridan (writer and 

producer of the No. 1 cable series 
Yellowstone).

Called “Hats Off to Heroes,” 
the program offers an experience 
that both sponsors and honor-
ees value in a new and better 
way. The first part of each expe-
rience delivers a special dinner 
gathering with close friends and 
personalized recognition with 
a beautiful crystal award. That 
experience is then shared public-
ly with others in the community 
through an established network 

of publications, newsletters, and 
social media.

“We’ve found that the ‘Hats 
Off to Heroes’ format really turns 
the spotlight on an individual in 
a meaningful way, right there in 
their home or other location that 
means most to them,” said Lyn 
Walsh, Co-founder at Careity. 
“Traditional banquet ceremonies 
may have their place, but ‘Hats 
of for Heroes’ offers a uniquely 
personal experience that bypasses 
time spent with long speeches, 
disappointment for unselected 

nominees, and today’s awkward 
social distancing.”

The event allows companies 
or other benefactors to select an 
honoree based on criteria that 
are important to them — a hero 
worth celebrating for who they are 
or what they contribute. People 
who work behind the scenes are 
likely candidates, along with bet-
ter-known dignitaries. “’Hats Off 
to Heroes’ is a way to show others 
that you care about those who 
make a difference and to brag 

Turn to HATS, page 5

Commentary
Randy Keck tell what he thinks is destroying 
our democracy in Slings & Arrows.
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Local area graduates honored by colleges 
and universities.
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ALEDO

Council votes ‘no’ on Taco Bell plat
Puts brakes on  
commercial development 
in 1187 corridor

By Randy Keck

The Community News

The Aledo City Council defied 
state law and instead approved a 
motion to deny the final plat of 
property located just to the north 
of the CVS at its regular meeting on 
Thursday, June 25.

The owners of the land plan to 
build a Taco Bell restaurant at that 
location.

The council was informed by 
legal counsel Fritz Quay at a town 
hall meeting earlier in July that it 
had no choice but to approve the 
plat since the plat request met all of 
the city’s subdivision ordinances.

However, a vocal group of local 
residents opposed to the Taco Bell 
urged the council to deny the plat 
request (the preliminary plat had 
been approved at the council’s May 
meeting).

 During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, resident Jason 
Hayes spoke.

“I’m sure the process of weigh-
ing the trade-offs between listening 
to your constituents and protecting 
the city and thereby us from legal 
liability has been difficult, and I 
appreciate your efforts,” Hayes said. 
“I would like to join several of my 
fellow residents in encouraging you 
to vote to deny approval of the final 
plat … on the grounds that the pro-
posed use of the property lies in 
conflict with the standards set forth 

in the city’s comprehensive land use 
plan and reinforced by the city’s 
code of ordinances.

“Your residents have sent a loud 
and clear message that the proposed 
use of the property as a Taco Bell 
restaurant goes against our wishes 
for the city.”

Marcella Olson with the law firm 
of Pope, Hardwicke, Christie, spoke 
on behalf of the developer.

“The final plat complies with the 
city subdivision ordinance,” Olson 
said. “As your attorney has told you, 

approval of a plat is a ministerial 
function.”

Olson reminded the council that, 
while the city has the latitude to set 
zoning, for example, plat approval 
is straightforward when the request 
meets the city’s rules.

“State law says it’s entitled to 
be approved. The preliminary 
plat, which included two lots, was 
unanimously recommended for 
approval by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission and unanimously 

Turn to ALEDO, page 2

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Elliott Martin celebrates kindergarten graduation at Trinity Christian Academy. More coverage of the event can be found on page 5.

ANNETTA NORTH

Watson re–appointed Mayor Pro-Tem
Council expecting  
rise in revenue
By Colton Hard
The Community News

The Town Council of Annetta North 
discussed possible action regarding the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic at its 
June 9 meeting. Mayor Robert Schmidt 
spoke highly of state and county officials 
on their communication of informa-
tion and plans. He reported that he 
was involved in two separate biweekly 
meetings held by both Parker County 
Judge Pat Deen and Governor Greg 
Abbott. At the time of the meeting, 
Schmidt reported that there were 104 

confirmed cases in Parker County, with 
one resulting in death.

Schmidt reported that the state 
was offering financial aid to municipal 
governments, though he and several 
aldermen expressed that they felt there 
would be no need to accept any at 
this time. Schmidt noted that Annetta 
North received almost all of its reve-
nue from in-home business sales tax, 
and that the quarantine measure-
ments would likely boost revenue.

Recently, the computer the city 
used for city business had crashed, 
requiring Schmidt to make an emer-
gency purchase of a new computer. 
Prior to the meeting, Schmidt had 
made the purchase with his own 

funds. The new computer in ques-
tion had cost approximately $1,000. 
The Council unanimously approved 
a motion to permit his use of his per-
sonal credit card, and reimburse him 
for thecomputer and accessories for it 
not to exceed $2,000.

Alderman Rob Watson was reap-
pointed to serve as Mayor Pro-Tem 
for 2020–2021. The council spoke 
highly of Watson.“He’s one of the best 
[for the position], Stonie Hamilton 
said.” 

Watson said he would be “happy 
to do it again.”

The council extensively discussed 
potentially re-enrolling as a mem-
ber city of the FEMA National Flood 

Insurance Program (NFIP). 
Annetta North is the only town-

ship in Parker County to not hold 
membership, though it has been a 
member previously. Though feder-
ally funded banks have recently 
started accepting private flood insur-
ance, members of the council felt that 
the significantly lower rates offered 
by the NFIP and potential volatility 
of the private insurance market were 
incentive enough to rejoin.

Some Aldermen held reservations, 
however.

Alderman John Johnson asked if 
there would be expenses attached to 
membership, such as dues or mem-
bership fees. Although one citizen 

claimed the re-entry fee was only $25, 
council members decided they would 
table the issue until further informa-
tion could be provided. The council 
authorized Mayor Schmidt to explore 
the issue further, and discussed 
potentially bringing in a FEMA rep-
resentative at a later meeting.

The Council also rezoned 2.12 
acres of a 42.148 acre tract from 
Agricultural District to R-2 Single-
Family Residential District. The 
minutes and financials for the 
April 2020 Regular Meeting were 
approved, along with the bills paid for 
June 2020. The financials and bills 
paid for May 2020 were tabled.

PARKER COUNTY

Confederates 
and COVID

County grappling with 
multiple issues
Staff Reports
The Community News 

In the face of rising counts of 
COVID-19 throughout the State of 
Texas and in Parker County, County 
Judge Pat Deen issued a Declaration 
of Local State of Disaster due to 
Public Health Emergency on July 1, 
requiring face masks for individuals 
in areas open to the public where 
social distancing is not feasible and 
where it is estimated that 100 peo-
ple or more are present.

The order terminates at 6 p.m. 
on July 8, unless extended, modified 
or terminated early by the Parker 
County Judge or the Commissioners 
Court.

“It is strongly encouraged for 
individuals 10 years and older to 
wear a face covering in areas open 
to the public where it is difficult to 
keep six feet away from other peo-
ple,” said a release from the county. 

Turn to COUNTY, page 2

To post or not…
Publisher Randy Keck provides tools to help 
decide whether to share that post or not.
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Tasting the big time
Sports Editor Tony Eierdam recalls his “big 
time” sports experiences last year courtesy 
of two 2015 Ladycats.
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COVID-19 SPECIAL REPORT

‘It’s not the flu’
Three cases show variety 
of impacts of  
‘invisible enemy’
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The numbers for COVID-19 
continue to climb in Parker County 
and in Texas. From July 2 to July 
8, Parker County’s number of con-
firmed cases increased 52 percent 
from 304 to 464.

Statewide, the number jumped 
25 percent as 44,587 new cases 
were reported for a total of 
220,564. (Note: The Community 
News provides daily updates on 
COVID-19 at www.facebook.com/
The-Community-News-Covid-19-
Information-106199201150855).

While increased testing has 
contributed to the increases in 
reported cases, testing does not 
account for the increases in hos-
pitalizations seen in metro areas 
of the state. Some hospitals have 
reached their COVID-19 capacity.

Last week, Texas Gov. Greg 
Abbott mandated that all Texans in 
counties with more than 20 cases 
wear masks.

“Wearing a face covering in 
public is proven to be one of the 
most effective ways we have to slow 
the spread of COVID-19,” Abbott 
said. “We have the ability to keep 
businesses open and move our 
economy forward so that Texans 

can continue to earn a paycheck, 
but it requires each of us to do our 
part to protect one another.”

The challenge posed by COVID-
19 is that it has a wide range of 
effects. Some who contract the 
virus have no symptoms while oth-
ers can potentially die from it.

The Community News spoke 
with three people who have or had 
COVID-19, and the three cases 
reveal differences in the way the 
virus affects individuals.

Shawn Callaway
Shawn Callaway is the executive 

director of the Aledo Education 
Foundation and serves as the 
East Parker County Chamber of 
Commerce Chairman of the Board.

Callaway attended a chamber 
board meeting on June 24 and 
woke up about 3 a.m. on June 25 
with chills, body aches, and a slight 
cough.

“I thought I was having allergies 
and some allergic reaction to some-
thing, so I got up and took some 
Tylenol and a Claritin and went 
back to bed,” he said.

Callaway’s symptoms subsided, 
but out of caution, he was tested on 
Monday, June 29. On Wednesday, 
he and his son Cameron started 
the drive to West Point, where 
Cameron is a cadet.

Callaway thought he was suffer-
ing from allergies when he received 

the phone call telling him he had 
tested positive. At that point, he 
and Cameron were in Washington, 
D.C.

“I’m supposed to quarantine by 
myself until (July 13). Cameron 
called West Point and talked to 
his tactical officer. He told him to 
come in early,” Callaway said. “It’s 
the weirdest thing.  He sat next to 
me in the car in the passenger seat 
and we drove two 11-hour days to 
West Point. When he got there, he 
was tested and he was negative. 
Nobody else in my family is sick. It 
just seems to be me. I have no clue. 
I was not around any large gather-
ings or anything like that, so I don’t 
have a clue where it came from.”

Callaway said he had a minor 
cough with no discharge that would 
indicate infection.

One symptom of COVID-19 is 
the loss of taste and smell, but 
Callaway said he has not experi-
enced the loss of either sense.

“It’s more to me like an iron 
taste in my mouth,” Callaway said. 
“You know, if you ever get a tooth 
pulled or you get hit in the mouth 
and you bleed a little bit, and then 
the taste of the blood kind of has an 
iron taste to it. It’s real minor like 
that. I’ve been reading since then, 
like 45 percent of the cases being 
tested right now are asymptomatic.

“Beforehand, I was very par-
anoid because you know, I’m 
overweight, in that age category so 
I was very nervous. I’m very thank-
ful that it has been very mild. So I 
don’t take it for granted.”

Callaway was supposed to visit 
with a cousin in Connecticut on the 
trip but decided to cancel that visit 
when he learned he had COVID-19.

“They are doing everything they 
can up there because they have 
seen so many people that she was 
close to that have passed away,” he 
said.

Callaway said there is a differ-
ence between “playing defense” to 
keep from getting the virus, and 
having it.

“You definitely feel like a leper 
to some extent. West Point was 
very clear, I mean, when we pulled 
up there, like, do not roll down 
the window. They took Cameron 

REBECCA LU/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Madeline Campbell with sons, Hawkins and Lincoln, and grandmother 
Ann, enjoyed time at  Bearcat Park on Tuesday. Area residents are find-
ing ways to social distance and get recreation.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Shawn Callaway, center, is shown at the East Parker County Chamber of 
Commerce Golf Tournament on June 4. Turn to COVID, page 3

“I obviously 
had it for four 
or five days 
and didn’t 
even know I 
had it.”

- Shawn Callaway

ALEDO

On again, off again 
Taco Bell is on again
State law kicks in  
replat approval
By Randy Keck 
The Community News

The saga of Taco Bell in Aledo 
continued this week with the 
pronouncement that, as a mat-
ter of law, the replat requested by 
ETX Bell properties LLC will go 
forward despite the city council 
voting it down.

The preliminary plat sailed 
through to unanimous council 
approval in May, but the final plat 
— which was identical — was voted 
down in June after vocal residents 
opposed the use of the property for 
a proposed Taco Bell.

The council was advised at the 
time that Texas law prohibited 
them from denying the request 
if all of the city’s ordinances had 
been met by the property owner.

By voting down the replat, the 
action left the city and individual 

council members vulnerable to 
potential costly lawsuits.

At a special meeting on July 
7 to hold a public hearing on a 
proposed moratorium on com-
mercial development, the attorney 
representing the city, Fritz Quay, 
announced that the replat would 
in effect be approved as of July 11.

The Aledo Planning and Zoning 
Commission and City Council’s 
hearings on the moratorium were 
confusing to some of the speak-
ers, as attachments defining the 
boundaries affected by the mora-
torium were not available.

The city council nevertheless 
voted to approve the first reading 
of the moratorium. The council 
will meet again at 6:30 p.m. on 
July 16 for the final reading and 
vote on the moratorium.

New gigs
Trinity Christian Academy fills new 
technology, operations roles.
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Weather Watching
Publisher Randy Keck contrasts the way the 
public receives weather updates to other 
news.
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ANNETTA NORTH

Mayor 
opposes 
possible 
sewer 
plant 
location
Envisions partnership to 
oppose permitting
By Colton Hard
The Community News

With several of Annetta North’s 
council members unable to attend, 
this month’s regularly scheduled 
meeting was canceled as a quorum 
would not be available.

Annetta North Mayor Robert 
Schmidt spoke with The Community 
News about certain pressing issues 
that have come to the council’s atten-
tion recently. Schmidt’s greatest 
concern involved new information 
about Willow Park’s proposed sew-
age treatment plant. Schmidt claims 
that the City of Willow Park is plan-
ning to build the proposed plant 
directly adjacent to the northern 
border of Annetta North.

A press release from the city 
stated “the treated affluent will be 
piped south and released into the 
Clearfork creek bed approximately 
one mile inside the Town of Annetta 
North city limits.”

These claims appear consistent 
with diagrams included in Willow 
Park’s loan application submitted 
to the Texas Water Development 
Board. Accordingly, the proposed 
plant site would border the western 
side of a property recently acquired 
by Trinity Christian Academy. TCA 
intends to expand their athletic 
facilities onto the newly acquired 
property. The diagram also appears 
to depict a proposed pipeline that 

ALEDO ISD

Returning to Learning, Returning Home
District plans two  
learning options
By Rebecca Lu
The Community News

As the fall school semester quick-
ly approaches, Aledo ISD officials 
have been working hard to create 
effective learning solutions for stu-
dents. Unlike past school years, this 
year will begin with two learning 
options for families to choose from, 
an in-person instruction option and 
a virtual instruction option.

Aledo ISD Superintendent, Dr. 
Susan Bohn, said that “while there 
is still a lot of work going on because 
we are in a feedback gathering stage 
right now, we are going ahead with 
planning.” Bohn suggests that with 
all the committees, staff members, 
teachers, and parents giving feed-
back and working through details, 
“[the school district] hopes to have 
more concrete, specific details in 
the coming weeks so that parents 
and students can make that choice 

between virtual and in-person 
learning by the end of July.“ 

With the implementation 
of these two options, there aris-
es the question of how class sizes 
and campus traffic will be affected. 
Community surveys suggest that 
thus far, about 85 percent of fami-
lies still plan to send their students 
to school as usual on Aug. 19. If 
these trends continue to hold true, 
students and teachers can expect the 
in-person student population to be 
reduced by only 15 percent.

Regardless of these trends, how-
ever, Bohn said that “it is incredibly 
important for all of us to not lose 
sight of the impact on teachers.” 
As adults spanning a wide demo-
graphic, some may face underlying 
conditions or other factors putting 
them at a higher risk of COVID-19 
being problematic health-wise. In 
addition, teachers must be ready 
to face the challenges of potentially 
conducting class online that would 
not normally be present with teach-
ing in a classroom.

While it is proving to be a chal-
lenge with the uncertainty of how 
enrollment will change through-
out the year and the complexity 
of scheduling and staffing, Aledo 
ISD is working to reduce the strain 
on teachers and to make it so no 
one individual has to do both 
simultaneously. 

Despite all the obstacles that the 
school district has had to overcome 
in planning for school’s reopening 

Turn to AISD, page 2
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Around Town

TONY EIERDAM/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo Ladycats assistant basketball coach Tracy Elms gets a big help from her children Cooper and Kamdyn as the trio rolls 
basketballs from the high school gym to the Daniel Ninth Grade Campus gym during recent summer conditioning and  
sport-specific training at Aledo High School.

WILLOW PARK

Admin says no sewer plant site selected
The City of Willow Park recently 

filed an application with the Texas 
Water Development Board for a 
loan to finance a wastewater treat-
ment plant.  The application refers 
to a potential site location near the 

northern border of Annetta North 
(see story at right).

In response to our inquiry, 
Willow Park City Manager Bryan 
Grimes said the site indicated 
was recommended by the city’s 

engineers, Jacob & Martin, but said 
no final site has been approved.

Any potential site for the water 
treatment plant would have to be 
approved by the Willow Park City 
Council at a future meeting.

“The application with TWDB 

also includes evaluations of addi-

tional sites,” Grimes said in an 

email to The Community News.

- Randy Keck

In the Money
Annetta sees record sales tax revenue.
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Split Decision
UIL keeps 1A-4A season as is, moves back 
5A and 6A football and volleyball seasons.
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Bearcats in spring training mode as season 
gets kicked back.
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ALEDO ISD

New hire; 
familiar face
Mercedes Mayer feels  
comfortable in role as new Aledo 
ISD Director of Communications
By Tony Eierdam
The Community News

When she was assigned her first Aledo 
Bearcats football game as a rookie writer in 
the sports section of the Fort Worth Star-
Telegram, Mercedes Mayer had no idea that 
assignment would change her life from a per-
sonal standpoint.

Mayer, a former sports writer who for the 
past seven years has worked as a communi-
cations director at Arlington ISD, not only 
brings experience from her former job but also 
an unmatched enthusiasm to serve the district 
as a parent of an Aledo ISD student. 

Mayer, a UT graduate, and her husband 
Jason settled in Aledo before their daughter, 
Breleigh, entered school age.

Mayer is hardly a stranger to the dis-
trict, having served as a citizen on the 2017 
Bond Steering Committee and in 2019 on the 
Bearcat Growth Committee. 

“I am excited,” Mayer said with a big grin. 
“The number of text messages and phone 
calls and people who were just so excited for 
me made me even more excited when it was 
announced. I have done something with Aledo 
ISD since 2003 from covering football games 
to helping with the radio broadcast (as a side-
line reporter) and pretty much covering every 
sport and then we moved out here. 

“Since 2003 this has been the communi-
ty that I love and to actually work here and 
advocate for a district I love…I am excited to 
actually be working here.”

Mayer said one of the reasons she wanted 
to move to Aledo was the spirit of the commu-
nity along with the educational opportunity 
for her daughter, who this year is entering the 
seventh grade at AMS. Breleigh has attended 
Aledo schools since Kindergarten.

Mercedes is an Arlington Martin graduate 
(1998) and her husband of 17 years, Jason, 
graduated from San Antonio Churchill.

“Jason and I went to high schools where 
there was huge participation,” Mayer said. 
“We both grew up where everyone went to pep 
rallies, games, and everybody was excited and 
we both enjoyed our high school experiences.

“(When she was a Star-Telegram sports-
writer) I would come out here to old Bearcat 
Stadium and would have to get there three 
hours early to make sure I had a seat in the 
press box that had, maybe, five seats in it. But I 
experienced the atmosphere and wanted to be 
a part of it. I felt the community spirit.

“I covered games all over the area and 
Brownwood and Stephenville, but every time 
I came to Aledo it was…special. And clearly, it 
still is. And I really liked old Bearcat Stadium; 
it was special. Stands overflowing, people 
standing everywhere, and it still is special at 
the new stadium. After I covered a few Aledo 
games we decided this was the experience we 
wanted for our child to grow up in. She has 
opportunities galore, she is backed by her 
community — everybody is so supportive of 
each other — and we decided we wanted to 
be a part of that. We moved out here before 
Breleigh started school.

Turn to MAYER, page 2

ALEDO

Bridge The Blue

Aledo residents show 
support for law  
enforcement at  
Veterans Plaza
By Tony Eierdam
The Community News

Aledo residents on 
Saturday, July 18 displayed 
support for local, state and 
national law enforcement 
when they participated in a 
national event called “Bridge 
The Blue” at the Aledo 
Commons and Veterans Plaza.

Several hoisted up signs of 
law enforcement support as 
vehicles passing through the 
downtown rotunda honked 
horns in support with many 
vehicles taking several trips 
around the roundabout to 
show support.

“Bridge The Blue” was a 
national event — two other cit-
ies in Parker County, Hudson 
Oaks and Weatherford, also 
participated in the event — 
that began in all locations 
across the nation at precisely 
1 p.m. Saturday, July 18.

Aledo resident James 
Schull’s family was the first to 
converge on the rally site. 

“My family and I are here 
to back the blue, back the 
police officers,” he said. “We 
are here to bridge the blue. 
We want to let them know 

that we care. I feel most of 
America backs the police, 
even though (in the media) it 
seems like the squeaky wheel 
gets the grease.

“You can have two peo-
ple and if they are the only 
ones talking they will be the 
only ones heard. We have to 
start stepping up and voicing 
our opinions and make sure 
the police do know that we 
back them — that should not 
even be a question, and I do 

not know how it became one 
recently.”

Fred Collie works in law 
enforcement in Aledo and was 
on hand for the event.

“It is great to see the out-
pouring of support from our 
community,” he said. “And I 
realize there are a whole lot of 
more people in our communi-
ty who support the police than 
those who don’t.”

Turn to BLUE, page 3
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Aledo student Jace Schull waves his Blue Line Flag as others wave flags and hold up signs of 
support at the Bridge The Blue rally.

WILLOW PARK

Where to 
send it?
Council seeks solution 
for sewer treatment
By Randy Keck
The Community News

After a sometimes conten-
tious meeting, the Willow Park 
City Council (minus one) emerged 
from a closed session with a 
motion to empower City Manager 
Bryan Grimes to negotiate an 
option to purchase a 56-acre tract 
of land south of the city for a 
potential new wastewater treat-
ment site.

Although the city has discussed 
a new site in fits and starts over 
the past few years, the process 
took on rapid acceleration over 
the council’s past few meetings.

The council authorized the 
city manager to prepare an appli-
cation with the Texas Water 
Development board at its June 
meeting. However, much of that 
application had already been 
prepared in May, including the 
potential site of a treatment plant 
just to the west of the junction of 
Bankhead and Jenkins Road.

Council member Any Fennell 
had questions about the timeline 
of the application at the cuoun-
cil meeting on Tuesday, July 21, 
but was repeatedly stymied in her 
requests by interruptions from 
other council members. Fennel 
felt that the council had not been 
adequately informed about the 
details of the process leading up 
to the TWDB application.

In a conversation with Grimes, 
Fennell was asking when the 
council had been made aware of 
a Request for Proposals regarding 
the engineering for the plant.

Council member Greg 
Runnebaum interjected, say-
ing “Sounds like you’re accusing 
somebody of something. So what 
is it?”

“I’m trying to straighten out 
the dates here,” Fennell replied.

Fennell’s contention is that the 
city seems to be in a hurry to get 
the plant under way, particular-
ly as it relates to the property 
south of the city. Acccording to the 
TWDB application, the discharge 
point of the proposed plant would 
be in or near Annetta North’s city 
limits, and several Annetta North 
residents who provided comment 
at the meeting were opposed to 
the site.

Grimes pointed out that inter-
est rates are roughly zero right 
now with the TWDB.

“The sense of urgency is this — 
you will never be able to borrow 
money this cheap ever again.”

Engineer Derek Turner, rep-
resenting Jacob & Martin, the 
company WIllow Park contracted 

Turn to PLANT, page 3
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Camryn Tyler and four-year-old son Cota show support for 
police Saturday at the Bridge The Blue rally at the Aledo 
Commons and Veterans Memorial.

New school zone  
established on Bailey 
Ranch Road
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The Aledo City Council took a 
major step forward in developing 
a master plan when it approved an 
amended agreement with Kimley-
Horn and Associates to provide 
engineering services to update the 
city’s comprehensive plan and to 
design a plan for Pine Street and 
downtown. The firm will also pro-
vide final plans for the project.

The council took the action at its 
July 23 meeting. 

As part of the process, Kimley-
Horn has developed a website 
(planaledo.com) to receive commu-
nity engagement.

Brad Lonberger, senior project 
manager for Kimley Horn, told the 
council “what we’re looking at is six 
different projects, all being done at 
the exact same time. If you took each 
of these and put them sequentially, 
one after the other, it would take 
you about three years to get through 
each process, and an engagement 
process for every single one of them.

“What we’re proposing is that we 
pull together all six, we’ll do them 
sequentially and also comprehen-
sively, feeding one into the other 
over a six-month process that will 
allow us to share the community 

service, the community engagement 
process through the interactive 
website.”

Lonberger said part of the pro-
cess would be to determine why a 
group of residents opposed the pro-
posed Taco Bell in Aledo.

The additional fee for Kimley 
Horn’s work will be $244,000.

Mayor Kit Marshall also updated 
the council on the 90-day commer-
cial moratorium that was passed at 
the council’s previous meeting.

Citizens on Patrol,  
School Zone

The council approved taking 
the first steps toward establishing 

PT at D1
Baylor Scott & White opens rehab facility 
in Aledo.
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Know your rights
The first amendment explained.
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Coming Up!

REBECCA LU/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Defying the pandemic, Parker County growth continues. Another 17,000 square feet of retail 
space is going up in Hudson Oaks. Committed tenants include Nothing Bundt Cakes and 
R&K Café. 

ALEDO

City moves forward with master plan

Turn to ALEDO, page 3

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

It is now undisputedly legal to have a chicken coop, such as the one pic-
tured at the home of Summer Jones, in Aledo residential neighborhoods.

WILLOW PARK

Reaching 
Out

Council votes to contact  
neighboring communities
By Randy Keck
The Community News

After a lengthy public comment session, 
the Willow Park City Council continued its 
process in developing a new wastewater 
treatment facility for the city at its regular 
meeting on Tuesday, July 28.

At its last meeting, the council voted 
to authorize City Manager Bryan Grimes 
to negotiate an option on property south 
of Interstate 20, with a discharge point in 
Annetta North.

Several residents of Annetta North, 
as well as some Willow Park residents, 
appeared in person or expressed opinions 
primarily opposed to that location.

One speaker asked that the Clear Fork 
of the Trinity River be re-tested for oxygen-
ation levels. She said the last assessment 
was done 17 years ago. Oxygenation level 
is one of the reasons given for the plant’s 
location.

“In particular, I don’t see any mon-
itoring in the area where this drainage 
pump is supposed to go to the south of 
I-20. There’s there’s not a single monitor-
ing mark, according to the TCEQ (Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality) 
on their website,” she said. She added that 
her children play in the area where the 
discharge from the plant is expected to be.

Christian Ellis, an attorney from 
Annetta North who spoke at the last meet-
ing, urged Willow Park to reach out to its 
neighbors to work on a common solution.

“I’m not here to hurl accusations make, 
you know, conspiracy statements or any-
thing else,” Ellis said. “I’d rather have 
peace. Let’s talk it out. Let’s get a few 
engineers together. Let’s talk to other com-
munities,” Ellis said.

Grimes told the council that the agen-
da item they were voting on (accepting 

Turn to WILLOW PARK, page 2
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New retail 
space added in 
Hudson Oaks
Nothing Bundt Cake, R&K Cafe 
among new tenants
By Rebecca Lu
The Community News

As walls go up and vendors prepare to 
move in, Hudson Oaks is getting ready to 
welcome a new development located between 
Fort Worth Hwy. and Interstate 20 that will 
include approximately 17,000 square feet of 
retail space. The majority of the space has 
already been leased out and, despite the pan-
demic taking its toll during the past few 
months, those leases have stayed intact.

All original tenants are still planning to 
open once the new Hudson Oaks shopping 
area is complete. Nothing Bundt Cake, HO 
Nail Bar, the Resale Secret, and Orange Theory 
are just a few of the shops that residents can 
expect soon in addition to R&K Café, which 
plans to relocate from its current Hudson 
Oaks location to the new development. 

Lynch Legacy Real Estate agents Stacy 
Lynch and Stephanie Rich recently shared 
their excitement and expectations for this 
project as they are busy making sure every-
thing goes smoothly. 

“As far as available spaces we have 1,441 
square feet, 1,000 square feet, and 3,000 
square feet available,” Lynch said. “We will be 
delivering the spaces to the tenants for their 
finish out approximately at the end of August 
so I would say they will be opening during the 
fourth quarter of 2020.”

Looking forward, this development is sure 
to have its effects on Hudson Oaks. With the 
pandemic bringing many projects to a halt 
and the uncertainty of the future, the city is 
excited to see this plan continue to be put into 
action. 

“In the midst of COVID-19 and the uncer-
tainties of the marketplace, it will give stability 
and strength to the city of Hudson Oaks, show 
a new growth during these uncertain times, 

Turn to RETAIL, page 2

R-litteration
Publisher Randy Keck rebuts charges 
against The Community News in an 
alliterative fashion.
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More hitting time
The UIL extends practice time for volleyball 
teams.
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Shooting for uprights
Bearcats work on kicking game.
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Texas Sales Tax Holiday is Aug. 7-9
With the Texas economy slowly 

awakening from effects of the COVID-
19 pandemic, Comptroller Glenn 
Hegar reminds shoppers they can save 
money on clothes and school supplies 
during the state’s sales tax holiday on 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, Aug. 
7-9.

The law exempts sales tax on 
qualified items — such as clothing, 
footwear, school supplies and back-
packs — priced below $100, saving 
shoppers about $8 on every $100 they 

spend. The date of the sales tax hol-
iday and list of tax-exempt items are 
set by the Texas Legislature.

“Even though significant uncertain-
ty remains for our public and private 
schools as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the sales tax holiday is a 
perfect opportunity to save money 
on school supplies and other tax-free 
items at a time when many Texans 
are carefully monitoring their family 
finances,” Hegar said. “Online shop-
ping is covered, so I encourage all 

Texans to shop online or practice social 
distancing when making in-store pur-
chases. We want folks to stay safe while 
saving money.”

Apparel and school supplies 
that may be purchased tax-free are 
listed on the Comptroller’s website 
at TexasTaxHoliday.org.

To promote social distancing, the 
Comptroller’s office wants all taxpay-
ers to know that during the annual 
sales tax holiday, qualifying items can 
be purchased online or by telephone, 

mail, custom order, or any other 
means (including in-store purchases) 
tax free, when either:

• the item is both delivered to, and 
paid for by, the customer during 
the exemption period; or

• the customer orders and pays for 
the item, and the seller accepts the 
order during the exemption period 
for immediate shipment, even if 
delivery is made after the exemp-
tion period ends.

PARKER COUNTY

Burn ban set 
for 60 days
From the Parker County Judge’s Office

As directed by the Parker County 
Commissioner’s court on Monday July 27, 
the Parker County Office of Emergency 
Services, the County Fire Marshal, is imple-
menting an outdoor burning ban for Parker 
County effective at midnight Wednesday, 
Aug. 5, 2020 for at least the next 60 days. 
This ban prohibits all outdoor burn-
ing in Parker County with the following 
exceptions:

Domestic wastes that normally result 
from the function of life within a residence 
— for example, kitchen garbage, untreated 
lumber, cardboard boxes, packaging, cloth-
ing, grass, leaves, and branch trimmings, 
may be burned in compliance with the 
requirements as listed below.

• Outdoor Cooking allowed in compliance 
with the requirements as listed below.

• These prohibitions do not apply to the 
sale or detonation of fireworks.

• That involve the performance of outdoor 
combustible operations, including but 
not limited to, outdoor welding, cutting, 
or grinding operations by any person if 
the operations are performed in com-
pliance with the requirements as listed 
below.

• Related to public health and safety that 
are authorized by the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality.

• Burns that are conducted by a prescribed 
burn manager certified under Section 
153.048, Natural Resources Code, and 
meet the standards of Section 153.047, 
Natural Resources Code.

• Burns authorized by both the Parker 
County Fire Marshal’s Office and the fire 
department assigned to provide service 
to the area in which the burn would take 
place, then conducted under the direct 
supervision of that same department.

As of Aug. 4, the Keetch-Byram Drought 
Index (KBDI) for Parker County is at 553 
and rising. No measureable rain has fallen 
in Parker and no rain is forecast for the 
foreseeable future. If the county receives 
significant rainfall to lower the KBDI, the 
ban can be suspended as needed.

For more information, call Parker County 
Fire Marshal/Emergency Management 
Coordinator Sean Hughes at 817-598-0969 
or email sean.hughes@parkercountytx.com.

CORRECTION

In last week’s story 
about the Willow Park 
City Council meet-
ing, we reported that 
Derek Turner gave a 
presentation on waste-
water impact fees. His 
presentation was actu-
ally about stormwater 
drainage impact fees.

We regret the error.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

August Lambert practices with the Bearcat Regiment at Aledo High School on Monday, Aug. 3. The regiment began drills this week. More pho-
tos can be found on page 3.

PARKER COUNTY

Covid-19 cases climb in July
By Randy Keck
The Community News

History may record July of 
2020 as the month the wheels 
came off the COVID-19 battle 
wagon both locally and statewide.

Parker County entered July 
with 286 cases and ended the 
month with 1,057 confirmed 
cases, a 269 percent increase.

The rise came despite the dis-
continuation of state-sponsored 
free testing earlier in the month.

The number of COVID-19 
fatalities took a staggering jump 
in July, from two at the beginning 
of the month to 14 at the end, 
most of those coming in county 
nursing homes.

College Park Rehabilitation 
and Care Center and Hilltop Park  
Rehabilitation and Care Center, 
both in Weatherford, have had 
11 and 12 staff cases, respectively, 
and one fatality has occurred at 
College Park.

The largest number of fatali-
ties and staff cases, however, have 
been closer to home at Willow 
Park Rehabilitation and Care 
Center.

To date, there have been 19 
staff cases in the facility, 37 resi-
dent cases, and nine deaths.

Last week, Parker County 
Judge Pat Deen issued stronger 
restrictions on nursing homes in 
the county.

Under the order:

All long-term care facilities 
in Parker County shall adhere 
to the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services (CMS) 
Opening Up American Guidance 
– Phase I. 

Facilities will have to con-
duct full decontamination after 
2 COVID-19 positive persons or 
more have been identified. 

Any facility accepting new 
residents shall isolate the new 
resident for a period of no less 
than 14 days. This isolation shall 
ensure that the new resident does 
not come into contact with other 
residents. 

If a resident is transported to 
the emergency room (no matter 
the reason or symptoms), or is 

out of the facility overnight (no 
matter the reason or symptoms), 
the resident shall be isolated for 
a period of no less than 14 days 
upon return to the facility. This 
isolation ensures that the resident 
does not come into contact with 
other residents. 

Any resident found to have 
COVID-19 shall be isolated away 
from other residents for a period 
of no less than 10 days in keeping 
with current guidance from the 
Centers for Disease Control.

Statewide, Texas saw a 13 per-
cent jump in cases, rising from 
159,986 to 420,946. Fatalities 
rose by 135 percent, from 3,185 
at the beginning of July to 7,482 
at the end.

Making Pain Stop
Willow Park’s first pain management clinic 
opens.

PAGE 3

Giving Life
Blood drive scheduled in Aledo.
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Father Time
Nick Cheema’s journey through life and 
baseball.
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WILLOW PARK

Wastewater 
committee 

named
Council takes first  
look at budget
By Randy Keck
The Community News

Following a budget workshop on Tuesday, 
the Willow Park City Council received an update 
on finances from its financial consultant, Jake 
Weber.

“Really we’re in pretty good shape, Weber 
said.  Looking at the city’s general fund, Weber 
said Maintenance & Operations tax collections 
were at 102 percent of the amount budgeted.

The big concern in the age of COVID-19, 
however, has been the amount of sales tax reve-
nue the city is receiving.

Weber said the city is actually over budget on 
sales taxes.

“Unless something unusual happens, we’ll 
definitely hit budget, which is pretty impressive 
considering when we talked last quarter or even 
a quarter before, we didn’t know … the fact that 
we’ve seen such good sales tax come in has been 
a promising sign.”

 Weber said the only revenue stream that is 
down for the city is fines and forfeitures.

“But otherwise, all your other revenue items 
are really right where you want to be budgeted,” 
he said.

Revenues are down slightly on water, but 
Weber said he felt that would turn around by the 
end of the year.

In action items, the council approved a 
request from City Manager Bryan Grimes to 
authorize a RFQ to get architectural help for the 
city hall committee.

“Throughout our discussions, there was 
always the need to have architectural assistance, 
not necessarily the new drawings or anything of 
that nature,” Grimes said. “There’s always a bit 
of need of how much square feet do you need? 
How big is an office? What is this going to look 
like? What are some of the other things, ADA 
compliance?”

Once a firm has been selected, Grimes will 
bring a proposal to the council for approval.

“This is very, very preliminary. I mean, every 
discussion is turned back to, well, we need some 
expertise on that issue. And that’s, that’s where 
we’re like, we need to hire an architect” Grimes 
said.

The council also approved a motion to 
appoint Mayor Doyle Moss, Grimes, and council 
member Lea Young to the wastewater committee 
that is tasked with reaching out to other entities 
in search of a wastewater solution for the city.

Following an executive session, the council 
returned to approve a motion by Young. Her 
motion was “that we authorize staff to put 
together bid specs for a land swap for property in 
the vicinity of the existing wastewater treatment 
plant.”

In a follow-up phone call, Grimes declined to 
elaborate on the motion.

Budget workshop
In the budget workshop before the meeting, 

Grimes told the council that he was trying to 
keep it a flat budget from last year.

The city will host a public hearing at 6 p.m. 
on Aug. 25 for public input on the proposed bud-
get, which is posted at the city’s website: www.
willowpark.org.

ALEDO

Blessed relief

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

A warning sign advises any motorists that they are approaching a live railroad crossing without a gate just to the west of Aledo.

Another crossing  
could go quiet

By Randy Keck
The Community News

Anyone who lived in Aledo 
prior to 2015 remembers the 
horns — the loud horns, every 
blessed time a train rolled 
through the city.

That was before the city had 
established a “quiet zone,” an 
agreement with Union Pacific 
Railroad and other entities 
that, with construction of the 
appropriate safety equipment, 
the multitude of trains that 
rolled through the city would 
silence their horns.

And it worked — up to a 
point.

It turns out there is another 
train crossing, just west of the 
city off of Underwood Road, 
that has no safety equipment. 
The road goes to a private mate-
rials company. And trains, when 
so inclined, blow their horns at 
the crossing.

You might not realize it until 
you look at it from above, but 
one could probably throw a ten-
nis ball and hit some of the new 
homes in Parks of Aledo Point 
Vista. And for residents there, 
the train horn is like the experi-
ence of Aledoans of old (at least 
as old as 2014).

The fact that the crossing 
is not in the City of Aledo, and 
thus not its responsibility, has 
not deterred some residents 
from complaining to the city 
about the noise.

And now Aledo Mayor Kit 
Marshall says a solution may be 
in the works.

Marshall said over the past 
couple of years that residents 
have come to city council meet-
ings to complain about the 
noise of the train horns.

“We simply have to say it’s in 
our ETJ (extraterritorial juris-
diction), there’s not anything 
that we can do,” Marshal said. 
“When I heard that there an 
individual who had retired, 
built their retirement home and 
had no idea that there was a 
train that frequently, they love 
their home, they love Aledo, 
that this train is making them 
want to move.

 “It bothered me because 
it’s like, here you are, you’ve 
retired and you’re thinking 
‘this is great. This is wonderful’ 
and now you hate the location 
because of a train horns. And so 
I just over a period of a couple 
of months, I just kept thinking, 
where is the yes here?”

Marshall said she didn’t 
know if the area in question 
would ever be annexed into 
the city, but felt it would be a 
big plus if a quiet zone could 
be established at that crossing. 
The proviso is that it would 
have to be done without city 
funds since it is outside the city.

“So that was when I reached 
out and I thought, ‘okay, if we’re 
going to make this happen, who 
do I need to involve?’ So I made 
my list of people that needed to 
be involved, which includes my 
quiet zone guru and the prop-
erty owner, and then seeking 
funding,” Marshall said. “And so 

I just I had those conversations 
and everybody was on board 
with it.”

Marshall said there are dif-
ferent types of quiet zones, and 
a quiet zone solution at the 
crossing west of Aledo would 
not necessarily look like Aledo’s 
current solution.

To move forward, Marshall 
said Union Pacific railroad 
would need to be on board.

“We’ve had a good relation-
ship with Union Pacific both 
on rail safety with our events 
in the downtown area, putting 
the fence up in the downtown 
area to keep people off of the 
railroad tracks, putting in a 
pedestrian crossings specific to 
the railroad tracks,” she said.

In addition, the city worked 
with Union Pacific when FM 
1187 was widened.

“So where we are right now 
is that Union Pacific has to 
make a decision,” Marshall said. 
“They have to review it and 
it has several processes to go 

through within their organiza-
tion and people to sign off on 
it before it comes back to us. 
Because I’m an optimistic per-
son, I just see it being beneficial 
for everybody concerned.”

Marshall estimates the 
cost of the quiet zone at about 
$80,000, which she said will be 
covered by an as-yet-unnamed 
benefactor.

“Once I know that we can 
move forward on this and we 
have contracts in place, then 
I’ll be able to come back and 
give the rest of the story so 
to speak,” Marshall said. “And 
we’ll do it gladly because I want 
to see everybody’s faces who 
have been a part of, making 
this happen — it’s just didn’t 
happen by itself and it didn’t 
happen overnight.”

Marshall said, pending 
approval from Union Pacific, 
the quiet zone could be a reality 
within a year.

“It bothered me because it’s 
like, here you are, you’ve 
retired and you’re thinking 
‘this is great. This is won-
derful’ and now you hate the 
location because of a train 
horns.”

Aledo Mayor Kit Marshall

Center of Controversy
Guest column takes a look at the 
confederate statue.

PAGE 4

Dream come True
Aledo senior can’t wait for football to get 
stared.
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Focus on Football
Aledo’s JoJo Earle leaves the glitz and 
glamour to others.
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Community Notes

EX-STUDENTS  
CANCEL  
HOMECOMING 
ACTIVITIES
The Aledo Ex-Student’s 
Association has announced 
that, due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, all of its 2020 home-
coming activities have been 
canceled.

The group traditionally par-
ticipates in the homecoming 
parade and nominates the 
“Coming Home Queen” every 
year to honor a graduate from 
the 50-year class. The group 
also has a banquet every year 
at homecoming time.

“The committee of the class 
of ‘70 has agreed to be hon-
ored with the class of ‘71 at 
all homecoming activities next 
year,” said Lillian Haile. “We 
appreciate your understanding 
of this decision.”

TCN HONORED  
BY NNA
The Community News received 
word on Tuesday that it will 
be the recipient of three 
awards as a result of entries 
in the National Newspaper 
Association Better Newspaper 
Contest for 2020.

The newspaper placed first in 
its division for “Best Sports 
Page/Section.” The judge 
wrote, “This is a very solid 
sports section all around. The 
amount of detail in the game 
reports is great; the descrip-
tions of the goals scored in the 
soccer game, the big baseball 
inning, etc. are a nice touch, 
giving the copy some flavor 
without going overboard on 
length.”

TCN also placed third in “Best 
Sports Column.” That entry 
is reprinted on page 7 of this 
issue. The judge wrote “Tony 
Eierdam more than reviews 
the season-long battle over a 
state football championship, 
he relives it. And he compels 
the reader to relive it with 
him. With calls to “keep in 
mind” and to “recall,” Eierdam 
directs attention to this event, 
that player, those situations. 
And by sharing his own 
emotional reactions, ranging 
from empathetic grief to ner-
vous misgivings to disbelief, 
Eierdam elevates the narrative 
to that of a saga—the saga of 
two teams making the arduous 
journey toward winning a title 
that didn’t come easy.”

The paper also placed third in 
“Best Advertising Idea.” The 
Community News was one 
of only eight newspapers in 
Texas that placed in the NNA 
contest.

WILLOW PARK

City works 
with water 

issues
Stage 3 started last 
week, back to Stage 2 
this week
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The City of Willow Park has 
a new supply of water on the 
way with the Fort Worth pipeline 
project under way. However, the 
drilling of additional wells and 
rehabilitation of other wells last 
year was supposed to head off 
what happened last week, when 
the city suddenly implemented 
Stage 3 rationing on Friday, Aug. 
14.

Former city council member 
Gene Martin told The Community 
News that he thinks part of the 
problem is in management of the 
system. He said the longer-term 
issue for the city is that “the ability 
to move water around (the sys-
tem) is an ongoing problem.”

The Community News reached 
out to Willow Park City Manager 
Bryan Grimes for an explana-
tion as to what the problem was 
that led to Stage 3. We received 
a reply from Willow Park’s 
Communications and Marketing 
Specialist Rose Kertok asking for 
our specific questions. Our ques-
tions were as follows:

Our email read as follows:

The city has drilled new wells 
and rehabbed other wells, and 
the understanding at the time 
was that those actions would get 
Willow Park through until the 
water line to Fort Worth could 
be built.

Obviously demand has out-
stripped supply, but is that due 
to increased demand or a hiccup 
in supply?

Finally, and I can submit an 
open records request if necessary, 
to help me understand I’d like 
to see:

• daily well production 7-1-19 
to 7-15-19 and daily well produc-
tion 7-1-20 to 8-15-20;

• daily usage for the same 
dates

• portable meter usage for 
those same periods

The response we received on 
Wednesday read as follows:

The City activated restrictions 
on August 14 after demand began 
to outpace the supply. Normally, 
usage goes down during the night 
hours, but we were still seeing 
usage on pretty much a 24-hour 
cycle. That meant our tanks and 
wells did not have an opportunity 
to replenish themselves during 
the overnight hours, helping to 
create the shortage.

 This issue was created strict-
ly because of unexpectedly high 
demand during the hottest part 

Turn to WATER, page 2

Back at School

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Cpl. Scott Hogue managed crosswalk duty for the first day  at Stuard Elementary School. Find more back 
to school photos on pages 2-3.

ALEDO ISD

Students begin 2020-21 
school year with hybrid model
Some stay at home, 
some come to school on 
alternate days
By Melissa Winn
The Community News

Schools across Texas are 
beginning the academic year in a 
unique way and Aledo ISD is no 
different.

Doing its best to ensure par-
ents and students feel not only 
protected but informed, the dis-
trict has an extensive “Return to 
Learn” section on its website that 
covers everything from the calen-
dar to what might happen should 
a student or teacher test positive 
for COVID-19.

Because decisions on in-per-
son learning were made by the 
state later rather than sooner, 
many parents were left scram-
bling and are confused about 
how the school year begins and 
continues. 

To simplify, parents chose 
one of two options prior to 
Wednesday’s start of classes — 
strictly remote learning or a 
hybrid model which gives stu-
dents a chance to attend campus 
two days a week in addition to 
remote classes. 

Groups are separated by the 
first letter of a student’s last 
name. The orange group, A-K, 
attends classes on Mondays and 

Wednesdays and the black group, 
L-Z, attends on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays through Sept. 4. Both 
groups work remotely on the 
days they are not on campus and 
on Fridays. 

All elementary students 
attend classes 7:40 a.m. – 3:10 
p.m., middle and high school stu-
dents from 8:40 p.m. – 4:10 p.m. 
and those attending McAnally 
Intermediate from 8:30 a.m. – 4 
p.m.

Beginning Sept. 8, all non-re-
mote learning students will 
attend in person five days a 
week. Those choosing to learn at 
home have real-time lectures and 
assignments to complete just as 
they would in class. 

Attendance is kept in 
Learning Management System 
(LMS) the district has imple-
mented. While this is not an 
instructional program, it does 
allow students to access lessons, 
lectures, and assignments. 

Bus and meal services are pro-
vided at each school, though some 
details are still being worked out. 
Parents are encouraged to drop 
off children at school themselves 
as capacity on the bus may be 
limited so safe distancing guide-
lines can be maintained. 

By its own admission, AISD 
said with the large amount of 

Aledo ISD 
Launches 
Bearcat Care 
Program

The Aledo ISD has 
launched Bearcat Care in part-
nership with the Parker County 
Hospital District Outreach 
Program, giving families and 
staff the ability to receive tele-
medicine medical care onsite 
at each campus.

Using telemedicine and a 
Medpod Medical Cart in the 
nurse’s office at each Aledo ISD 
campus, students and staff will 
have access to visit with Steven 
Welch, DO, the chief medical 
officer for the Parker County 
Hospital District and local 
health authority for Parker 
County.

Aledo ISD school nurs-
es can, if recommended by 
Welch, administer flu, strep, 
or rapid COVID-19 tests, and 
then Welch can prescribe 
medication, if necessary. 
School nurses will be present 
with students and parents can 
attend the appointment in 
person or remotely.

Turn to HYBRID, page 2 Turn to CARE, page 2

New Names
Trinity Christian Academy welcomes new 
teachers.
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Budgeted
Aledo ISD passes budget for 2020-2021 
year.
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Homecoming
Easton Gray returns to Aledo to coach JV 
volleyball, JV softball, and to teach Algebra.
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DRIVE-BY FISH FRY
A drive-by fish fry to benefit 

the Parkinson’s Foundation will 

run from 5-7 p.m. Saturday, 

Sept. 19, at 8725 Star Hollow 

Road in Lipan. For your dona-

tion, you receive fresh fried 

catfish, cole slaw, beans, and 

a cookie. All you have to do is 

drive up, make your donation, 

and pick up your box dinner.

Anyone who wishes to partic-

ipate should RSVP by Friday, 

Sept. 11, to careysclandfw@

yahoo.com.

EX-STUDENTS  
CANCEL  
HOMECOMING 
ACTIVITIES
The Aledo Ex-Student’s 

Association has announced 

that, due to the COVID-19 pan-

demic, all of its 2020 home-

coming activities have been 

canceled.

The group traditionally par-

ticipates in the homecoming 

parade and nominates the 

“Coming Home Queen” every 

year to honor a graduate from 

the 50-year class. The group 

also has a banquet every year 

at homecoming time.

“The committee of the class 

of ‘70 has agreed to be hon-

ored with the class of ‘71 at 

all homecoming activities next 

year,” said Lillian Haile. “We 

appreciate your understanding 

of this decision.”

UPDATE ON TONY 
EIERDAM
Thank you to all who have 

asked about and prayed 

for our sports editor, Tony 

Eierdam.

As of press time, he remains 

in ICU at University Medical 

Center in Lubbock.

He tested negative on his lat-

est COVID-19 test. If the next 

test is negative, he can be 

moved to a regular hospital 

room.

He is now off the ventilator 

and breathing on his own.

We continue to be optimistic 

about his recovery. He still 

has a long way to go, but the 

thoughts and prayers of this 

community, he is heading in 

the right direction.

WILLOW PARK

City 
changes 
direction 
on 
wastewater 
plan
Looking for land swap
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The Willow Park City Council 
took two actions Tuesday night that 
may have Annetta North residents 
breathing easier.

The council voted unani-
mously to suspend efforts to 
negotiate an option on property 
south of Interstate 20 that the city 
had considered as a site for a future 
wastewater treatment plant.

The proposed site sparked 
numerous comments at city council 
meetings from Annetta North resi-
dents who did not want the plant in 
their neighborhood.

“I reached out to the real estate 
firm, the brokerage firm who had 
the property,” City Administrator 
Bryan Grimes said. “We were not 
really successful in getting anything 
done with them. And then as anoth-
er site developed to the Southside 
location, those efforts just ceased to 
exist.”

In a related item, the council 
voted unanimously to approve a 
request for sealed bids for a land 
exchange for property suitable for a 
sewer treatment plant.

City council member Eric 
Contreras told The Community 
News “we are reaching out to others 
to see if there is an option out there 
that would be better than where we 
are now.”

Contreras said that due to exist-
ing easements, the current location 
is not workable. If a new site can 
be located, the existing plant would 
need to continue in operation until a 
new plant could be built.

When asked about the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s 
restrictions on the discharge at the 
current location, Contreras said the 
current site is still permitted for 
500,000 gallons per day. The city 
is exploring other options, such as 
supplying effluent to Squaw Creek 
and Oeste Ranch golf courses, 
and potential discharge into Lake 
Weatherford.

We’re doing a lot of exploring 
with TCEQ (Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality) to see what 
TCEQ would have an appetite to 
consider,” Contreras said.

In other action, the council 
unanimously approved renewing 
the city’s employee health plan.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The “Welcome to Bearcat Country” sign that was erected by the Aledo FFA in the 1960s is now on the 
property owned by Southern Multifoods, which is building the new Taco Bell. Drew Durrett, President 
and CEO of Southern Multifoods, said they will have the sign frame sandblasted and the sign repainted.

Makeover Due

ALEDO

Permits issued for Taco Bell
State law kicks in after 
council action

By Melissa Winn
The Community News

Construction on a Taco Bell 
in Aledo has begun despite 
opposition from local residents 
that the food chain did not fit 
into the city’s vision. 

Though a final plat was ini-
tially denied by both the Planning 
& Zoning Commission and City 
Council, City Administrator 
Bill Funderburk said permits 
were issued on Aug. 17 for both 
groundwork and the actual 
building itself.

Funderburk explained that 
since there was no specific 
reason for denial, the plat auto-
matically was approved under 
HB3167, a state law that took 
effect Sept. 1, 2019. And since 
there was no need for a rezon-
ing on the property, the permits 
were issued. 

At its last legislative session, 
the state adopted HB3167, which 
requires a plat be approved, 
approved with conditions, or 
denied with reason by the gov-
erning body within 30 days. If 
specific reasons for denial are 
not provided, the plat automat-
ically becomes approved. 

Funderburk said that the plat 
met all the city’s requirements. 

Initial application to replat 
the property on Farm-to-Market 
Road 1187 and Bailey Ranch 
Road went before the Planning 

& Zoning Commission on June 
11. It was denied, without rea-
son, and then was presented to 
Aledo City Council on June 25, 
which also denied the plat by a 
4-1 vote. 

Without citations to where 
ordinance requirements were 
not met and no further action 
to ensure there was just cause 
for denial, the plat automatically 
became approved 30 days after 
it was filed — in this case when it 
was presented to the P&Z — on 
July 11. 

Using the language of the bill, 
Local Government Code Section 
212.0091 states that a “munici-
pal authority or governing body 

that conditionally approves or 
disapproves a plan or plat under 
this subchapter shall provide the 
applicant a written statement 
of the conditions for the condi-
tional approval or reasons for 
disapproval that clearly articu-
lates each specific condition for 
the conditional approval or rea-
son for disapproval.”

City staff had recommend-
ed approval because all of its 
requirements were met and no 
list could be provided to the 
applicant, Southern Multifoods. 

Several city residents spoke 
out at a Town Hall Meeting, 
stating that the placing of a Taco 
Bell at the entry to their city was 
not the image they wanted to 
portray. Unlike zoning, however, 
a plat is a ministerial function 
that does not require a pub-
lic hearing, except for in rare 
instances. If the city’s ordinances 
and requirements are met, there 
is no legal reason for denial. 

By contrast, zoning is dis-
cretionary. It requires a public 
hearing and doesn’t have the 
same threshold for approval. 
Since this property is already 
zoned C2 (Commercial-
Interstate), there is no rezoning 
required.

Opening planned
Drew Durrett, President and 

CEO of Southern Multifoods, 
said the restaurant plans 
to have its grand opening in 

Turn to TACO BELL, page 2

“I really believe 
a Taco Bell will 
enhance the 
community by 
adding jobs to 
the workforce, 
delivering 
great Mexican 
inspired food 
with value, and 
adding another 
source of sales 
tax to the city.

Drew Durrett

Diversity training held 
for Aledo ISD police
By Randy Keck
The Community News

In a time of racial unrest and 
confrontations with law enforce-
ment, a former Aledo ISD student 
and the school district’s chief of 
police have taken steps to prevent 
such issues in this community.

Jeff Brazzell was among the 
first black students integrated into 
the Aledo ISD back in the 1970s. 
He talked with Aledo ISD Police 
Chief Fred Collie at the Justice for 
George Floyd march that was held 
in Aledo back on June 6.

“I had known of Chief Collie 
in passing, seeing him at football 
games and the like,” Brazzell said. 
“And when I was out for the rally, 
we kind of got to know each other 
a little bit better and talked about 
the upcoming season. A few weeks 
later, I got a call from him and 
asking me if I would come and do a 
diversity training with him and his 
officers before school started back. 
And I said ‘yes.’”

Collie said that at the rally, he 
found Brazzell to be an interesting 
person.

“As I started looking at our 
officers coming back to school, I 
realized that I wanted to make 
sure that we could give them the 
very best tools available for them 
to succeed,” Collie said. “Now, we 
started with a really good product 
— here in Aledo we’re very fortu-
nate. Our full-time officers average 
almost 23 years of experience and 
six of our officers were supervisors 
in other organization before they 
came here, and all but one of our 
officers is a Master Peace Officer 
officer so we definitely have some 
very experienced people and we 

hire them because we know they 
can make good decisions. And I 
want to make sure that they under-
stand what some of the issues are 
and what some of the people are 
that we might encounter are con-
cerned with.”

Collie was concerned about 
how communities see each other.

“The fact is that even if some-
thing isn’t true, if somebody 
believes it’s true, they’re going to 
respond to you as if it were true,” 
Collie said. “So you have to be in 
a position or be willing to under-
stand that, to empathize with that 
and, and to make the very best of 
what could be a bad situation — or 

what could turn into a really good 
situation where you could create 
some understanding and some 
common ground.

“So as Jeff came in, Jeff has 
spent a lot of time discussing issues 
with the African American com-
munity, frankly, issues of which I 
was not aware. And I thought it 
was really enlightening — some of 
the racism that I may not be aware 
of. Now the fact is I, I know I’m 
not a racist, so I don’t think in that 
manner. So I don’t think about it, 
but it’s still there. And I need to 
make sure that all of our people 
understand it, and they’re able to 
deal with it when it comes up.”

The men agreed to a diversity 
training workshop for the Aledo 
ISD police on Aug. 5 at the Don 
Daniel Ninth Grade Campus train-
ing room.

Brazzell said he had done a sim-
ilar training for the Parker County 
Sheriff ’s Dept. about 30 years ago 
when he was president of the local 
NAACP.

“But this is a different time 
period, a different group of offi-
cers,” Brazzell said. “And basically 
he (Collie) wanted to discuss some 
strategies and methods to be more 
effective as the Aledo ISD police 
serve this community.”

Weatherford College
Top alumni honored at delayed 
presentation.

PAGE 8

Oohs and Ahhs
Willow Park Fire Rescue visits Trinity 
Christian Academy kindergartners.
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Globe Life Park
Bearcats season opener set for Globe Life 
Park.
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ALEDO ISD

District moves forward on construction without longtime partner
Full-time, in-person  
classes begin Sept. 8
By Melissa Winn
The Community News

A decades-long relationship 
with Buford-Thompson LLC ended 
Monday, Aug. 31, when the Aledo 
ISD School Board voted to sever 
its contract with the firm in a spe-
cial-called meeting.

Citing a stalemate over the 
best way to move forward with 
construction on a new elemen-
tary school and renovations to 
both Vandagriff Elementary and 
McAnally Intermediate Schools, 
Superintendent Dr. Susan Bohn 
said the move was regretful but 
necessary.

“We tried to work it out but we 
weren’t on the same page,” she said. 
“We are grateful for all [the firm’s] 
support over the years.”

Many of the members voiced 
their thanks to Buford-Thompson, 
though no one from the firm attend-
ed the meeting. 

“I worked side-by-side with them 
on [previous] projects and I thank 
them for always being supportive 
of the district,” board member Julie 
Turner said. 

Boar member Forrest Collins 
echoed those sentiments and also 
praised the district for its transpar-
ency in the decision.

“There are just some projects 
you can’t get on the same page 
about,” he said. “[Ultimately], we’re 

always going to do what’s best for 
the district.”

Immediately following the vote, 
Bohn said in light of the fact that 
the plan was to open the new ele-
mentary school in August 2021, a 
change in the procurement process 
was being brought before the board 
so as to “waste no time moving 
forward.”

Chief Financial Officer Earl 
Husfeld explained that both a 
Construction Manager at Risk and 
a Competitive Sealed Bid (CSP) are 
commonly used for these expen-
ditures but that he recommended 
using CSP to take advantage of the 
decreasing construction costs hap-
pening at the moment. 

Tyler Boswell, Director of 
Construction and Facilities, said the 
industry is seeing about a 6-to-8 
percent decrease and that he expect-
ed a lot of response to the bids.

“The market is light and there 
is a lot of competition,” he said, 
explaining that he heard of a 
neighboring school district had 21 
contractors bid on one of its con-
struction projects. 

The board subsequently voted 
to use CSP and will seek bids in the 
coming weeks. 

Bohn said as soon as a projected 
calendar for next steps was formed, 
it would be distributed to members 
and the public. 

Students to begin full-time 
in-person classes Sept. 8

Also at the meeting, Bohn gave 
an update on the status of in-person 
classes and COVID-19 operations. 

She said no cases have been 
reported by staff or students since 
school began August 19 and that 
unless there are some unforeseen 
problems during the week, students 
who opted for in-person learning 
will now be back on campus five 
days a week starting Tuesday. All 
campuses are closed Monday to 
observe Labor Day. 

For those who chose virtual 
learning prior to the start of the 
school year, those students con-
tinue online classes for the first 
nine-weeks, or until Oct. 16. 

ALEDO

Council 
cancels 
Aledo Fest
Sets date to adopt budget
By Melissa Winn
The Community News

The Aledo City Council is poised 
to adopt the FY2020-21 budget at 
its next regularly scheduled meet-
ing, one week shy of the current 
fiscal year end on Sept. 30. 

At a meeting on Aug. 27, the 
council held a public hearing and 
was updated on changes since its 
last budget workshop in June, most 
due to collections of property taxes 
and other solidified numbers affect-
ing revenue and expenses. 

The proposed budget of approx-
imately $9.4 million is based on a 
proposed tax rate of $0.3481 per 
$100 valuation and includes a three 
percent merit raise for all employees 
contingent on an annual perfor-
mance review by their supervisor. 

The current tax rate is $0.3545 
per $100 valuation. 

At the hearing, East Parker 
County Library Director Tracy Jack 
spoke about how the $40,000 allo-
cated in the budget for the library 
is used. 

Jack said the location has been 
serving the community for 30 years 
and that up to 200,000 items are 
available now that EPC Library has 
partnered with neighboring librar-
ies in Weatherford and Springtown, 
among others. 

With an annual budget of 
$100,000 and four part-time 
employees, Jack said volunteers 
keep operations running smoothly 
and donations help “tremendously.”

Jack added that a push to have 
those with late fees settle their 

Turn to ALEDO, page 2

Toward Understanding

Turn to TRAINING, page 3
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Tony Eierdam

As I See It

3:09 
Remembering 
Tony Eierdam

By Randy Keck
The Community News

Editor’s note: after being uncon-
scious for almost three weeks 
in ICU, we were heartened when 
our sports editor Tony Eierdam 
regained consciousness and was 
moved to a regular room last week. 
We were shocked and grieved when 
he suddenly passed away early on 
Thursday morning. 

Tony would have been able to tell 
you the exact date we met. I can tell 
you where. It was a Bearcat football 
scrimmage at Graham in 2004. I 
went there to cover the scrimmage, 
and as happens in community news-
paper markets, you see someone 
else taking pictures and you want to 
know what’s up.

“Who are you shooting for?” is 
the standard greeting — or at least 
it was at the time.

I’m not sure which one of us 
greeted the other. He was the 
sports editor of the Graham Leader. 
Although he worked in Graham, he 
was extremely knowledgable about 
Aledo sports. He mentioned sever-
al visits to Aledo to cover Graham 
when they played against the 
Ladycats and Bearcats, and he could 
almost recall play-by-play some of 
the sporting events he had seen that 
involved Aledo.

More impressive still was that 
he remembered the Aledo players’ 
names, and had a sort of reverence 
for the athletic skill demonstrated 
by the Aledo stars of the day.

He came to Aledo to cover the 
Bearcats, Laycats, and Eagles with 
an almost child-like glee in April of 
2008. I felt — from Tony’s perspec-
tive — that he thought he might be 
in a dream.

He loved Aledo. He loved Aledo 
sports. It was in his blood.

It didn’t take long for Tony to 
get to know the Ladycat softball 
team that spring before they went 
to the state tournament. When the 
time came to drive south to cover 
the tournament, Tony would call me 
with updates and I would post them 
on the website — there wasn’t much 
in the way of wi-fi on the road back 
in those days.

Turn to TONY, page 4

ALEDO

Wastewater 
plant 
expansion 
necessary 
to handle 
growth
By Melissa Winn
The Community News

After being commissioned to 
do a feasibility study of Aledo’s 
Wastewater Treatment Plant’s future 
expansion in November 2019, engi-
neers from Freese and Nichols now 
have a plan to move forward.

At a recent city council meeting, 
Gretchen Vazquez, Aledo Director 
of Public Works, and representatives 
from Freese and Nichols present-
ed the results and were given the 
green light to move forward on the 
expansion.

The study begins with analyzing 
the population and its flow pro-
jections and schedules, wastewater 
quality, and discharge permit lim-
its before determining construction 
costs and funding mechanisms. 

The Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) 
guidelines are what sparked the 
need to look into expansion. When 
Aledo’s daily effluent flow (the 
amount of water treated or untreat-
ed) reached 0.45 MGD (millions of 
gallons per day) for three consecu-
tive months, it triggered the need for 
expansion planning. 

In 2017, Aledo’s population was 
3,800 and the MGD was at 0.36. A 
projection in 2030 showed that the 
population would be 6,736 based on 
a 3.75 percent growth rate. The aver-
age flow is anticipated to be 0.64 
MGD, above the 0.54 MGD thresh-
old for a plant to be in construction 
of a new or expanded facility. 

Projections indicate that the 
expansion of the existing plant will 
allow for a daily flow of 1.2 MGD 
at buildout in 2050. Currently, the 
maximum the facility can handle 
effectively is 0.60 MGD.

Fortunately for the city, the site 
the existing plant sits on was pur-
chased and platted to adapt for 
future expansions. Even after this 
one is completed, another future 
expansion is able to be done without 
additional land being purchased or 
another site having to be chosen. 

Total cost to expand is projected 
to be $15.7 million, $12 million in 
construction and the rest in various 
engineering and other fees. A loan 
is being applied for from the Texas 
Water Development Board (TWDB) 
to cover the costs. Depending on the 
length of the loan, time and of clos-
ing and structure, rates are as low 

Turn to ALEDO, page 2

Art in Sight

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Arlene Shelton can be found many Saturday mornings at the Aledo Community Center pavilion slowly 
transforming seemingly random dabs of color into works of art. Art amateurs and seasoned painters 
alike sometime drop by to watch and visit or bring their own supplies to let the finely groomed gardens 
stoke their creative juices. Shelton founded the Aledo Art Collective, which can be found on Facebook.

PARKER COUNTY

New Home for Children’s 
Advocacy Center

By Melissa Winn
The Community News

Standing up for children has 
long been the goal of those at 
the Children’s Advocacy Center 
Parker County (CACPC). 

With a new facility in 
Weatherford, the non-profit 
organization is doing that and 
more in a space that fits its 
needs. 

Since 2018, CACPC has been 
providing an environment where 
families, law enforcement, and 
Child Protective Services can 
conduct forensic interviews in 
a place where children feel safe 
and protected, all while mini-
mizing the amount of times a 
child has to tell his or her story. 

The newest facility on Clear 
Lake Road in Weatherford has 
more space and boasts two fam-
ily rooms, distinct waiting areas, 
a play therapy room, a toy closet, 
and a healing garden. There are 
also separate observation rooms 
for law enforcement to listen 
and observe interviews taking 
place.  

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

After children tell their story about what happened, they put their 
handprint on the wall. Executive Director Cheryl Bullock says this 
shows the children they are not alone and can “leave their mark.” 
Each handprint represents one child. Turn to CAC, page 3

“To live in hearts we leave behind is not to die.”
Thomas Campbell

Mayors take the field
Aledo Mayor Kit Marshall and Weatherford 
Mayor Paul Paschall prepare for cross-
county football rivalry.
PAGE 3

Volleyball
Ladycats start season with a three-set win 
at Burleson Centennial.
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Tackling Starts
Bearcats hold scrimmage — full pads and 
tackling.
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Junior Mattie Gantt (6) and senior Audrey Pearce (3) extend for a block 
during Aledo volleyball scrimmages last Saturday, Sept. 12. Volleyball sea-
son is now under way, and coverage is on page 6.

The problem with
DRONES

ALEDO

City to research 
drone guidelines
Incidents spark concern
By Melissa Winn
The Community News

Imagine being in your front yard 
and looking up to see what appears 
to be a robotic spider facing you. 
The more you look, the longer it 
lingers. 

Or picture walking down a pub-
lic street and hearing a strange 
humming sound, only to peer above 
you and see that same thing stalking 
you as you move. 

This may sound like a cheesy 
sci-fi film plot but the truth is, it 
isn’t. The robotic spider is actually a 

drone and both of the above scenari-
os have happened recently in Aledo, 
with Mayor Kit Marshall being an 
object of one of the mechanical spy’s 
affection. 

While unmanned aircraft have 
been around since the early 1900s, 
drones have become the latest tech-
nology phenomenon for private 
individuals and businesses. Most 
owners have good intentions and 
use it correctly, but some don’t. And 
that’s what concerns Marshall, espe-
cially after a resident shared their 
story with her. 

Turn to DRONES, page 2

ALEDO ISD

Managing COVID, 
‘learning as we go’
Staffing becomes  
a concern
By Melissa Winn
The Community News

With school entering its fifth 
week, the third with students on 
campuses every weekday, Aledo 
ISD trustees were provided an 
update on how operations were 
going during the pandemic. 

Scott Kessel, Executive 
Director of Student Services, 
highlighted the District’s COVID-
19 Dashboard on its website that 
has dedicated information on 
coronavirus cases at each campus 
and explained some of the data 
listed.  

As of Monday, there are 
five lab-confirmed active cases 
(three employees and two stu-
dents). Two of the three active 
employee cases are at McCall 
Elementary School and the other 
at Vandagriff Elementary School. 
The two active student cases are 
at McCall. 

Since Aug. 10, there have been 
a total of 11 lab-confirmed cases, 
four employees and seven stu-
dents and as of Sept. 13, there 
are a total of 53 people in either 
isolation or quarantine — 15 
employees and 38 students. 

The distinction between isola-
tion and quarantine is somewhat 
confusing, Kessel admitted. He 
said once it’s explained, however, 
most people understand it better.

“Isolation is when you have 
a positive test result and are 
staying alone [to recover],” he 
said, adding that the isolation 

period is 10 days without further 
complications. 

By contrast, quarantine is 
when you may or may not have 
symptoms but possibly have been 
exposed and/or do not have a 
positive test result. The quaran-
tine period is 14 days.

Acknowledging that it might 
seem the numbers need to be 
reversed, Kessel said those in iso-
lation most likely have already 
had the virus for three or four 
days before their positive test 
result and therefore don’t need 
14 days from the date of the test 
result itself. 

Also somewhat confusing is 
the notification letter that the 
district is required to send out 
once a positive result has been 
confirmed. A letter is sent to 
every employee and parent of a 
student on that particular cam-
pus, regardless of whether they 
were in contact with the infect-
ed individual or not. While the 
wording in the letter does state 
that additional communication is 
given to those who may have been 
directly affected, it was requested 
by board members to make that 
clearer so as not to cause unnec-
essary worry.  

The biggest challenge though, 
Kessel said, is testing. Many may 
not know but the schools’ clinics 
do have the equipment and the 
ability to conduct rapid testing 
for COVID-19, as well as influen-
za and strep throat. The downside 
is that the clinics aren’t available 
on weekends and, depending on 

Turn to COVID, page 5

WILLOW PARK

Council 
OKs 
water 
line bid 
process
Park construction 
contract awarded
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The Willow Park City 
Council at its regular meeting 
last week continued progress 
on the project to bring water 
to the city from Fort Worth 
by authorizing city staff 
to seek competitive bids on 
two segments of water line 
construction.

City Manager Bryan 
Grimes told the council Bid 
package one is “essentially the 
line is going to go from the Fort 
Worth interconnect to 203 El 
Chico. Bid package three is 
a water line that’s going to 
leave that location and go to 
Hudson oaks and interconnect 
with them roughly around 
Mikus Road.”

“Essentially, we know what 
the easements are going to be 
on the two water lines, we 
know what size pipe we want. 
We wanted to get approval 
from council to run the ad 
so we can try to expedite this 
project as fast as possible,” 
Grimes added.

Turn to WATER, page 2

Getting there
Movement grows for sidewalks at Stuard 
Elementary School.
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Movin’ on Up
Ladycats move into Top Ten after sweeping 
opening matches in volleyball.
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RacquetCats
Aledo tennis team wins district opener 
against Wichita Falls Rider.
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Daniel Greffer checks out the features on Aledo’s new Fire Engine 34. The engine was pushed into its bay during a ceremony on Friday, Sept. 18, 
that involved the local fire department, other departments, and Aledo ISD officials. For more information, turn to page 2.

WILLOW PARK

Council approves land swap
Fennell to leave council
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The Willow Park City Council 
quickly and efficiently laid to rest 
the controversy surrounding its 
selection of a potential site for a 
wastewater treatment plant by vot-
ing unanimously, subject to final 
negotiations, to accept a land swap 
with Willow Park Baptist Church.

The church will obtain land 
owned by the city consisting of 
6.35 acres that is the site of the 
current wastewater plant at the 
intersection of Crown Pointe Blvd. 
and Crown Road. The city will 
receive 8.60 acres roughly 1,000 
feet away situated behind Willow 
Park Rehabilitation and Care.

The bid for the swap was the 
only bid the city received as the 
result of a Request for Proposals 
the city solicited recently.

At its last meeting, the coun-
cil voted to discontinue efforts to 
obtain an option on land south of 
I-20. That proposed location was 
met with opposition from resi-
dents of Annetta North and others 
who lived in the area.

Once all the details are final-
ized, the church will lease the site 

of the current wastewater plant to 
the city for three years while the 
city obtains the necessary permits, 
financing, and construction of a 
new plant. The exchange of land is 
contingent upon the city receiving 
funding to construct a new plant.

“We’re very excited that we’ve 
located a site that will serve the 
city for many years to come,” 
Willow Park Mayor Doyle Moss 
told The Community News. “We 
appreciate Pastor Clark Bosher 
and Willow Park Baptist Church 
and their willingness to work with 
us in this property exchange.”

“Annetta North is very encour-
aged by the actions of the mayor 
and city council of Willow Park to 
work out a reasonable compromise 
which benefits both communi-
ties and addresses Willow Park’s 
wastewater needs,” said Annetta 
North Mayor Robert Schmidt.

At the end of the meeting, City 
Administrator Bryan Grimes said 
the staff would likely have the 
final property swap contract ready 
for council at its next meeting.

“Assuming the swap is accept-
able to council, we will be amending 
the preliminary engineering report 
to indicate that that [swapped] 

location is now the preferred loca-
tion,” Grimes said.

Also at the end of the meeting, 
city council member Amy Fennell 
commended the mayor before 
announcing her own resignation 
from the council.

Fennell said she first became 
active in the city government four-
and-a-half years ago on the same 
issue of the location of a wastewa-
ter treatment plant.

“I worked along with others to 
get information out to the pub-
lic about what was happening 
and about 200 residents showed 

up for a town hall meeting and 
made it clear that we wanted the 
new plant to stay at its current 
location. Because of the people, 
the city stepped back and con-
sidered alternatives. Fast forward 
four-and-a-half years to now and 
it’s come full circle. Just a few 
months ago, the city was looking 
to put a plant in a location that 
the people again are not happy 
with, and what happened? The 
people showed up, and I feel tre-
mendously proud of that,” Fennell 
said.

The current wastewater treatment site (in blue) will be treated to 
Willow Park Baptist Church for the new site (purple).

Turn to PLANT, page 4

ALEDO ISD

District 
finding ways to 
safely continue 

in-person 
learning

Social distancing, Safety, 
Substitutes all concerning
By Melissa Winn
The Community News

As has been the case the past few 
meetings, Aledo ISD board members 
continue to receive updates regarding 
operation during the pandemic and 
Monday’s meeting was no different. 

Superintendent Dr. Susan Bohn 
said while the district is “blessed” 
to have relatively few cases, staffing 
remains a concern.

“In a normal year, this would be a 
massive crisis,” Dr. Bohn said, referring 
to the shortage of substitute teachers. 
“But it’s happening all over the state 
and the country.” 

Wanting to ensure everyone is 
aware, Bohn stressed that while it will 
possibly be a bigger challenge as the 
year goes on, the important part is 
everyone remains healthy.

“We want any employees who are 
sick to stay home,” she said. “We will 
find ways to make it work.”

As of Tuesday, Aledo ISD has three 
lab-confirmed active — two employ-
ees and one student. One employee 
works at both Aledo High School and 
Aledo Middle School so the COVID-
19 Dashboard on the district’s website 
shows one case at each but in reality, it 
is just one positive case. The lone stu-
dent is at Aledo Middle School. 

Aside from staffing, Bohn said in an 
email to The Community News that the 
district has had few challenges outside 
of the norm.

“Something that we have been clear 
about with parents and staff since 
before school started is that, with about 
85 percent of our students learning in 
person, it is challenging for our cam-
puses to maintain social distancing in 
classrooms and more specifically in the 
hallways in our secondary schools,” she 
said. “We have been impressed with 
the conscientiousness of our students, 
staff, and parents in implementing the 
health and safety protocols that are so 
important right now.”

She said everyone remains diligent 
about wearing face coverings, washing 
hands and following other health and 
safety protocols. 

“We believe that this is helping us to 
continue to offer in-person instruction 
to the vast majority of our students,” 
she said.

Teachers in not only Aledo and 
Parker County but across the state and 
country have been praised for being 
creative in challenging working condi-
tions. Using painter’s tape on desks to 
separate spaces and moving or remov-
ing chairs and desks that aren’t being 
used to create more open areas are just 

Turn to AISD, page 4

Top-notch students
Two AHS seniors commended in National 
Merit Scholar program.
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Runoff
Special election to fill Senate District 30 
seat headed to a runoff.
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Big 300
Tim Buchanan celebrates 300th game as 
Bearcat skipper with a big win.
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ALEDO

Council 
votes to 
approve 
changes to 
ordinance
Adopts 2020-21 tax rate 
and budget
By Melissa Winn
The Co mmunity News

After commissioning Kimley-
Horn back in June to provide 
planning and design services, the 
Aledo City Council received input 
from the engineering firm on its 
recommendations for changes to 
the commercial and manufacturing 
zoning districts.  

Senior Project Manager Brad 
Lonberger said the edits with the 
desired outcomes for the Commercial 
Moratorium as well as the public 
survey determined the need to: cre-
ate the ability to monitor and have 
oversight for drive throughs and 
auto-oriented facilities with design 
standards; create a rule that mini-
mizes front parking and maximizes 
the landscaping between the street 
and the building; and recommend 
an economic development policy 
that focuses on attracting local and 
regional establishments while real-
locating national chains to outside 
of the downtown and gateway areas. 

The following changes were pro-
posed to improve the commercial 
zoning standards along FM 1187 
and Bailey Ranch Road:

Changing the Restaurant or 
Cafeteria with Drive-In Service or 
Drive Through from a Permitted 
Use to a Special Use Permit (SUP) 
on the use table in Section 23 of the 
zoning ordinance. 

Updating the zoning code to add 
drive-through facility design stan-
dards in Section 26 of the zoning 
ordinance. 

Adding Special Street Frontage 
Standards for small format com-
mercial and manufacturing uses 
that require screening and minimiz-
ing front yard parking within the 
districts in their respective Sections 
16-20. Grocery stores, office and 
commercial would be an exception 
to these rules. 

Allow for on-street parking to 
be improved within the right-of-
way to be counted toward off-street 
requirement to minimize large 
parking lots.

Resident Lindsey Pace, who lives 
in Parks of Aledo, voiced concern 
about the design standards and set-
backs and the plan for allowing 
certain businesses in relation to 
property values. She said she lives 
on the corner lot at the entrance and 

Turn to ALEDO, page 3

RED STACHE PHOTOGRAPHY

Students from Stuard Elementary School watches as Annetta Fire Station 37 pushed in a new engine last week.

Aledo High School Treble 
Choir earns national honor 

2020 Mark of  
Excellence Na-
tional Choral 
Honors
Special to The Community News

The Aledo High 
School Treble Choir was 
honored recently as one 
of eight national winners 
— and one of four from 
the high school division 
— in the 2020 Mark 
of Excellence National 
Choral Honors compe-
tition sponsored by The 
Foundation for Music 
Education. 

The Mark of 
Excellence is a nation-
al music competition 
that recognizes music 
programs and their 
ensembles for high stan-
dards in performance. 
This year’s competition 
had 145 entries from 
38 states in categories 
for choral, wind band, 
orchestra, jazz and 
percussion.  

“Words really can’t 
express how proud, 
honored, inspired, and 
encouraged I am by 
these students every day,” 
Aledo High School choir 
director Karen Paul 
said. “There are a lot of 
great choirs that sub-
mit recordings for The 
Foundation for Music 
Education’s Mark of 
Excellence awards each 
year. This was our first 
time to enter, and I am 

blown away that we were 
selected. 

“This is a tremendous 
honor for the an incredi-
bly deserving and talented 
group of students,” Paul 
said.  

The Mark of Excellence 
competition is judged by 
nationally respected adjudi-
cators. The top quarter are 
named National Winners 
and the second quarter are 
Commended Winners. 

“The performance of 
your ensemble represents 
the very highest level of 
music teaching, learning 
and performing,” wrote 
Alan Hanna, executive 
director of The Foundation 

for Music Education, in 

a letter to the Aledo ISD 

Treble Choir announcing 

their honor.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The Aledo High School Treble Choir has been nationally honored.

Top Boy Scout
Aledo’s Ben Wilhelm honored by district 
Boy Scouts.
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Tennis
Racquetcats defeat Brewer.
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Tuning Up
Ladycats taking on tough competition in 
preparation for district.

PAGE 7

Copyright 2020, The Community News

Squeaker  Bearcats squeeze by Lone Star, Page 7
O c t o b e r  9 - 1 5 ,  2 0 2 0  · w w w . c o m m u n i t y - n e w s . c o m  · 7 5  c e n t s

The CommuniTy news
Serving Aledo · the Annettas · Hudson Oaks · Willow Park, Texas

Fall Ball

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Lake Monsters pitcher Gage Afkhami fields a ball off the mound during a game against the Mud Cats during 
“fall ball’ at the Aledo Athletics fields on Saturday, Oct. 3.

ALEDO ISD

Board accepts bid 
of $30.7 million for 
elementary school
Bond refund  
opportunities considered
By Melissa Winn
The Community News

After asking for bids and 
receiving “a lot of interest,” Aledo 
ISD selected Satterfield & Pontikes 
Construction, Inc. to begin work 
on elementary school No. 6 at a 
special meeting on Monday. 

The company expects to start 
work later this month and finish in 
time for the desired August 2021 
opening. Total cost is projected to 
be $30.7 million. 

Earl Husfield, AISD Chief 
Financial Officer, and Tyler 
Boswell, Director of Construction 
and Facilities, told board members 
that after they approved using the 
Competitive Sealed Proposal (CSP) 
at the end of August, a pre-propos-
al site visit was held for interested 
parties and then actual bids were 
accepted until Sept. 29. Eight bids 
were received by the deadline and 
after vetting each of those, the 
number was whittled down to the 
four who could meet the August 
2021 opening date. 

“Seven of the eight were within 
four percent of each other,” Boswell 
said about the closeness in price, 

adding that it came down to the 
those who would be able to meet 
the district’s aggressive timeline. 

Boswell also said price was only 
about 30 percent of the decid-
ing factor with safety record, 
performance, and the strength of 
the selected firm rounding out the 
committee’s scoring. 

“We feel really good about the 
candidate we are bringing for-
ward,” Boswell said. 

The project cost includes some 
alternatives like precast terrazzo 
treads and risers on all interior 
stairs and stainless-steel rails but 
is still estimated to be under the 
$32.3 million allocated for con-
struction of the school. 

Satterfield & Pontikes is a 
North Texas based contractor and 
in attendance at the meeting was 
Executive Vice President Charles 
DeVoe. DeVoe said that 20 years 
earlier, he was with the firm who 
built Aledo High School and that 
he was pleased to be back to do 
another project, even though in a 
different capacity this time. 

“It’s going to be a lot of hard 
work but we will deliver your 
school in August,” he told trustees. 
“We won’t let you down.”

Turn to AISD, page 3

Aledoans changing the face of Fort Worth insurance market

CASSIDY BATES/SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Parker County members of the Gus Bates team include (front row, from left) David Rascoe, Kristin Jackson, 
Elizabeth Philpott, Juli Willmott, Kathy Jackson, Gary Pryor, Tara Daniels, Elaine Birdwell, Mackenzie Wiatrek, 
Shara Coufal, and David Fisher and (Back row) Matt Morris, Dillon Hawkins, Brandon King, Justin Phipps, Russ 
Morris, Matthew Hawkins, Blake Hiett, Ben Pendergraft, and Garrett Smith.

AHS grads shepherd Gus 
Bates-HUB partnership
By Randy Keck
The Community News

One of the guiding life principles 
a group of Aledo High School grad-
uates has found to be of value in 
business is the importance of work-
ing and playing as a team. For Matt 
Morris and Justin Phipps, 1998 
graduates of Aledo High School, 
this principle has led to success at 
the business founded by a man who 
served as their youth coach growing 
up in Aledo.

Gus Bates, Sr., didn’t just coach 
the boys — he and his son, Gus, 
Jr., took an active interest in their 
development, often standing on the 
sidelines at Aledo High School foot-
ball games in the mid-to-late 1990s.

“We met Gus in the early 90s,” 
Phipps said. “They were always at 
our football and baseball games and 
Gus coached out there as well. He’s 
kind of like the Vince Lombardi of 
[Aledo] little league baseball and 
football.”

In 1966, Gus Sr. started selling 
John Hancock life insurance at a 
kitchen table in Fort Worth, suc-
ceeding in the business for several 
years while he raised a family.

“[He] became a legend in Fort 
Worth for life insurance — worked 
his way up to become one of two 
or three big-hitter life producers,” 
Matt Morris said. “When there was 
a big life case or buy/sell agreement 
or a business valuation that needed 
insurance, it was him and maybe 
one other even considered in Fort 
Worth.”

In the late 1980s, Gus Jr. gradu-
ated TCU and was working at Joe T. 
Garcia’s.

“He always tells the story that he 
made twice as much working at Joe 
T’s as he did his first year working 
with his dad’s insurance business,” 
Matt said. “Gus Jr. is more the entre-
preneur type — think big, dream big, 
go figure it out big. And he wanted 
to tackle something different.”

So Gus Jr. began to work with 
small businesses, helping them with 
their insurance needs.

Turn to BATES, page 4

Wired for a Cure
Co-op employees walk to raise awareness 
of breast cancer.
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New Rector
St. Francis institutes Fr. Sam Wilgus in Oct. 
4 ceremony.
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Court leader
Katie Siddons takes COVID delays in stride 
as she takes a leadership role.
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WILLOW PARK

New member seated on city council
It’s official: Annetta 
North no longer  
considered as wastewater  
treatment plant site 
By Randy Keck
The Community News

City Secretary Alicia Smith swore 
in Willow Park’s newest city council 
member at the city’s regular council 
meeting on Tuesday. Oct. 13.

At an earlier special meeting on 
Tuesday, the council voted to appoint 
Tyler VanSant to the open seat 
vacated by Amy Fennell at the last 
meeting. VanSant is an Operations 
Analyst at Lockheed Martin and is 
in the U.S. Air Force Reserve. There 
were two other applicants for the 
position.

“I am interested to serve my 
community through involvement 
with city proceedings,” VanSant said 

in his application. “I have led and 
followed in the Air Force private 
industry.”

VanSant indicated that com-
munity-building is an important 
consideration.

“Willow Park is in a unique 
position in that it is beginning to 
flourish economically. I want to see 
that growth continue, but with a 
small-town feel. I want families to 

feel safe in their community and 
know they have a voice.”

VanSant went right to work as 
the council worked through several 
issues, including the ongoing pro-
cess of developing a new wastewater 
facility.

The city has applied to the Texas 
Water Development Board (TWDB) 
for funding to build the new plant. 
The application has to first be 
approved by the Texas Commission 

on Environmental Quality (TCEQ). 
In the original application submit-
ted in June, the preferred site and 
engineering was south of I-20 in the 
vicinity of Annetta North.

After extensive community 
feedback, the city approved going 
forward with a process of swapping 
some land with Willow Park Baptist 
church that would place the new 

PARKER COUNTY

Early voting under way

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Voters lined up at the Aledo ISD Administration Building on Tuesday’s opening day of early voting.

Heavy turnout  
on opening day
By Randy Keck
The Community News

Early voting is underway in 
Parker County and, like the rest 
of Texas and around the country, 
turnout was heavy.

Parker County Elections 
Administrator Jenise ‘Crickett’ 
Miller characterized turnout on 
Tuesday, the opening day of early 
voting.

“Parker County had 4,280 
voters vote on the first day of early 
voting. The line at the Parker 
County Courthouse Annex was 
continuous all day,” Miller said. 
“The turnout is great, we are so 
glad to see so many people tak-
ing part in the voting process.”

The line at the Aledo ISD 
Administration Building extended 
the length of the building and was 
often wrapped around the corner. 
One voter said his wait time was 
about 20 minutes to get in the door, 
another five minutes to wait for a 
voting machine, and about another 
five to vote.

“It wasn’t bad considering how 
long people are having to wait in 
other cities around the state,” he 
said.

Miller cautioned voters to be safe 
in the process.

“We do have seven locations open 
for the whole early voting period. 
Please remember to social distance 
while you are waiting in line to vote,” 
Miller said.

Early voting continues until 
Friday, Oct. 30.

The main early voting site is the 
Parker County Courthouse Annex, 
1112 Santa Fe Dr. in Weatherford. 
Additional early voting sites are 
Aledo ISD Admin Building, 1008 
Bailey Ranch Road in Aledo; 
Hudson Oaks City Hall Council 
Chambers, 210 Hudson Oaks Dr. 

in Hudson Oaks; Azle City Hall 
Community Room, 505 W Main 
St. in Azle; Springtown Senior 
Center Community Room, 1070 
N Main St. in Springtown; Brock 
Fire Department Training Room, 
1107 FM Rd 1189 in Brock; and 
Peaster ISD Rock Gym Back, 
8512 FM Rd 920 in Peaster. 

Sample ballots can be found 
at https://www.parkercountytx.
com/477/Sample-Ballots. The 
last day for the elections office 
to receive (not postmarked) an 
application for a ballot by mail is 
Friday, Oct. 23. 

If a voter requested an absen-
tee ballot by mail and the voter 
decides to go to the polls to vote 
early or on Election Day, the 
voter must take their ballot with 

them to surrender or they will vote a 
provisional ballot.

Electioneering is not allowed 
within 100 feet of an outside door 
through which a voter may enter 
the building in which a polling place 
is located (Election Code 61.003). 
Electioneering includes posting, 
use, or distribution of political signs 
and other items.

Polls will also be open from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. on Election Day, Nov. 
3. Watch a future issue for voting 
locations.

EARLY VOTING HOURS
Thursday Oct. 15 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Friday Oct. 16 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Saturday Oct. 17 CLOSED 

Sunday Oct. 18 CLOSED 

Monday Oct. 19 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Tuesday Oct. 20 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Wednesday Oct. 21 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Thursday Oct. 22 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Friday Oct. 23 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Saturday Oct. 24 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Sunday Oct. 25 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Monday Oct. 26 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Tuesday Oct. 27 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Wednesday Oct. 28 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Thursday Oct. 29 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Friday Oct. 30 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

ALEDO

Petition 
asks for 
change in 
city’s style of 
government
By Melissa Winn
The Community News

Aledo residents looking 
for what they consider a more 
representative form of govern-
ment have signed a petition 
to ask for change but hit a 
small speed bump when it was 
submitted.

A petition circulated by 
a community group known 
as Cultivate Aledo made it 
to Aledo City Hall but it was 
discovered that necessary 
information was not includ-
ed and subsequently rejected. 
Now, a new one must be signed 
and resubmitted for it to be 
considered. 

Aledo City Secretary Deana 
McMullen said that while the 
required number of people 
signed the petition, it didn’t 
comply with the requirements 
of Chapter 277 of the election 
code and was invalidated. 

“The petition contained 
only each signer’s printed 
name and signature, address 
and date of signing,” she 
explained in an email to The 
Community News, adding that 
section 277.002 also requires 
the signer’s date of birth or 
voter registration number. 
“The omitted information is 
important because it is neces-
sary to determine if the signer 
is a registered voter whose sig-
nature can be counted.”

Chapter 25 of the Texas 
Local Government Code 
allows registered voters in a 
Type A General Law City with 
a population of less than 5,000 
— which Aledo currently is — 
to petition the governing body 
to require an election to deter-
mine whether the city should 

Turn to COUNCIL, page 3

Turn to ALEDO, page 4

ANNETTA NORTH

Jenkins 
Road 
closure 
moves 
forward
Property owners 
accept cul-de-sac 
changes
By Colton Hard
The Community News

Public attendance was 
higher than usual at Annetta 
North’s City Council meeting 
Tuesday night. Most attendees 
were members or contractors 
of the newly formed Jenkins 
Road Property Owners’ 
Association (POA). “[Jenkins 
Road] LLC is now out of busi-
ness,” Jan Harter said. The 
transition from an LLC to a 
POA follows plans made by 
residents who formed the 
LLC, though amendments to 
the plan have been made.

The group was formed 
by residents of Jenkins Road 
after they noticed a steady 
increase in through-traffic. 
The LLC was the first step res-
idents took toward closing the 
road and installing gates at the 
closed intersections.

“We’ve made a bunch of 
changes in our plans to accom-
modate Shannon [Nave’s] 
requests,” Harter said at the 
meeting. Nave is Annetta 
North’s City Engineer who 
works closely with the POA 
to ensure their construction 
and planning are up to code. 
Despite the changes being 
made, the project has so far 
moved along on schedule, bar-
ring a bit of a delay from the 
COVID-19 quarantining.

Before the council opened 
discussion on the proposed 
construction plan, Nave 
presented several items he 

Turn to JENKINS, page 4

Honored Yearbook
Trinity Christian Academy’s yearbook 
becomes a model.
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World Series
Richard Henderson takes a tongue-in-cheek 
look at major league baseball in Arlington.
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Hit the Road, Jack
Bearcats set to travel to Everman to start 
district play.
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ALEDO ISD 

Busy week 
for AISD 
trustees
Work days added,  
bond refunds discussed
By Melissa Winn
The Community News

It was a busy week for the Aledo ISD Board of 
Trustees as two meetings yielded a change to the 
calendar, a discussion on legislative priorities, a 
2019 bond update and a decision to refinance 
and restructure current bonds to save money, 
along with the usual COVID-19 report. 

The calendar change turned three class days 
into teacher work days/student holidays to allow 
staff and teachers some much-needed planning 
time. Now, Oct. 30, Nov. 13, and Dec. 18 are full 
student holidays. Dec. 18 was initially a half-day 
but was converted to a full day. 

The changes were made after the district 
received feedback that teachers were struggling 
to find time in their schedules to prepare lesson 
plans, grade assignments, and input grades and 
create and load content for both remote and 
quarantined students. 

The update will not extend the school year as 
the district is using available minutes that were 
previously built into the calendar. AISD still has 
3.53 days, in addition to two bad weather days, if 
more changes are necessary. 

Camp Fire, which hosts after-school care for 
elementary campuses will be available for child-
care for any Aledo ISD student in kindergarten 
through sixth grades. Visit the Aledo ISD website 
for more information and/or to register.  

Larry West, regional manager with the 
United Educators Association, attended the Oct. 
15 meeting and said that while it seems like a 
fairly simple thing to do, it’s actually not. 

“Teachers all across the state and country 
for that matter are having a difficult time bal-
ancing remote and in-person learning,” he said 

Happy 100!
We want to wish 
a happy 100th 
birthday to 
Reubene Scott. 
Reubene wrote 
the Ramblin’ 
Reubene col-
umns for 
years in The 
Community 

News until she retired (at age 90!) 10 years 
ago.

COVID-19 limits our ability to say “Happy 
Birthday,” but we want to encourage you to 
send her a card or note. Send cards/notes 
to Reubene Scott, Willow Park Rehab, 300 
Crown Pointe Blvd, Willow Park, TX 76087.

Her birthday is Oct. 25.

Turn to AISD, page 3

PARKER COUNTY

Computer 
incident 
freezes some 
operations
Compromised  
systems isolated
Staff Reports
The Community News

Parker County reported on 
Sunday that its IT staff “discovered 
they were impacted by a computer 
security incident” on Friday night, 
Oct. 16.

According to the release, “fol-
lowing the discovery, county IT staff 
quickly isolated the compromised 
systems to limit the spread of the 
attack.”

“County Elections systems were 
not impacted,” the release contin-
ued. “The Parker County Elections 
systems reside on an isolated net-
work which was not impacted by 
this computer security incident. No 
disruptions to early or election day 
voting are expected.”

The county is prioritizing 
response and recovery from the 
attack and determining the cause 
and vulnerability of this attack to pre-
vent future occurrences. In addition, 
the county and other organizations, 
including Texas Department of 
Public Safety, Texas Department 
of Information Resources, and the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
are investigating the origins of the 
attack as well.

Some county services may be 
affected by the breach. If there is a 
particular service needed, residents 
are encouraged to contact the par-
ticular department to see if it is 
affected. Additional services can be 
found at parkercountytx.com.

“At this time, no personal 
information appears to have been 
compromised by this attack, but 
further investigation in the coming 
days will verify these initial find-
ings,” the county’s release said.

One system affected was the 
county’s ability to report COVID-19 
statistics.

The situation had not been 
resolved at press time.

CYNTHIA LLEWELLYN/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Ashley Campbell was named the 2020 Aledo High School Homecoming Queen. She is 
shown with her escort, Logan Childs. See Homecoming Court photos page 2.

Homecoming 
Royalty

TRINITY CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

Sims named Commended Student
Trinity Christian Academy 

senior Jack Sims has been named 
a Commended Student in the 
2021 National Merit Scholarship 
Program. A letter of commendation 
from the school and National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation (NMSC), 
which conducts the program, was 
presented to Sims by secondary 
principal Ken Nobles.

Sims placed among the top 
50,000 scorers of more than 1.5 
million students who entered the 
2021 competition by taking the 2019 
PSAT/National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test.

“Those being named Commended 
Students have demonstrated out-
standing potential for academic 
success,” commented a spokesperson 

for the NMSC. “These students rep-
resent a valuable national resource; 
recognizing their accomplishments, 
as well as the key role their schools 
play in their academic development, 
is vital to the advancement of edu-
cational excellence in our nation. 
We hope that this recognition will 

Jack SimsTurn to SIMS, page 3
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PARKER COUNTY

Election 
Day 
nears
Are any voters left?
By Randy Keck
The Community News

Traditional language would say 
that on Nov. 3, Parker County vot-
ers will go to the polls.

However, the number of elec-
tion-day voters remains to be seen 
due to massive early voting. A 
possibility exists of early voting 
surpassing the county’s entire vot-
ing total in the 2016 presidential 
election.

That year, a record-breaking 
57,740 Parker County votes were 
counted on election day.

This year, as of press time with 
two days of early voting remaining, 
49,733 early votes had been cast 
in person, and added to absentee 
ballots the total is 53,469.

Part of that can be attributed to 
population growth in the county, 
but the heavy early-voting trend 
is also being seen statewide and 
nationally.

Despite the heavy early turn-
out, Parker County officials still 
expect large numbers on election 
day, even with roughly half of all 
registered voters already casting 
ballots.

The presidential race between 
Donald J. Trump (R) and Joseph 
R. Biden (D) has garnered the 
most national attention, and some 
analysts have pointed to Texas as 
possibly in play after Ted Cruz 
squeaked by Beto O’Rourke in 
2018.

The highest-profile statewide 
race is between incumbent U.S. 
Senator John Cornyn (R) and MJ 
Hegar (D).

There are only three contest-
ed races at the local level: State 
Rep Phil King (R) has two chal-
lengers, Christopher Cox (D) 
and J.K. Stephenson (L); Parker 
County Sheriff Larry Fowler (R) 
faces Libertarian Russell E. Hess; 
and incumbent Aledo Mayor Kit 
Marshall faces Shane Davis is a 
non-partisan election.

Polls will be open from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. on Nov. 3. Any registered 

Turn to VOTING, page 3

Halftime Flair

CYNTHIA LLEWELLYN/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Leah Novak (foreground) and Kaitlyn Furstenberg performed as part of the Aledo High School Color Guard 
during halftime at the Aledo football game in Everman on Oct. 23.

ALEDO

Council 
approves 
changes 
to zoning 
ordinance 
and map
Christmas Tyme in 
Aledo canceled
By Melissa Winn
The Community News

Changes and amendments 
to the City of Aledo’s zoning 
ordinance and zoning map 
were approved recently by City 
Council and are now more 
aligned with state statutes. 

At its monthly meeting Oct. 
22, the council voted unan-
imously that text and map 
updates to Section 40 would 
bring the city into compliance 
with state requirements and 
also help define areas in the 
city as those more suited for 
commercial sites. 

In addition, there were two 
optional considerations. 

One is that an applicant 
requesting a zoning change 
would be required to post signs 
— provided by the City but 
paid for by the applicant — on 
the property informing those 
in the area or driving by that 
there is a public hearing sched-
uled for that parcel. This would 
be in addition to the state-re-
quired notice in the newspaper 
and mailing of letters to those 
within 200 feet of the property. 

Second is a requirement 
that if the Planning and 
Zoning Commission recom-
mends denial of a particular 
request that it would take a 
super majority — three-fourths 
— of the council to overturn it. 

City attorney Betsy Elam, 
who joined via video, told 
council members there were 
no issues with the changes 
and that she had reviewed the 
documents and was working 
side-by-side with staff. 

The changes, including the 
two options, were approved. 

A new website is also on 
the horizon as the council 
approved a contract with Civic 
Plus to update the current one. 
The City’s website hasn’t been 
redone since 2014 and it has 
been maintained by staff since. 

City Secretary Deana 
McMullen said that many 
municipalities use Civic Plus to 
host its websites and that it is 
a more user-friendly interface 
than is currently being used. 

“It provides options that we 
currently do not have,” she said. 

Turn to ALEDO, page 4

TRINITY CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

Price, Givens named Miss and Mr. TCA
Special to The Community News

Avery Price and Parker Givens were 
announced as Miss and Mr. TCA during 
Homecoming festivities on Oct. 2 at 
the Trinity Christian Academy football 
game with family, friends, and alumni in 
attendance.

Price is the daughter of Dustin and 
Anessa Price of Weatherford. Price has 
attended TCA for seven years

“I like how close I feel to the people 
around me. I am so blessed to be able 
to go to a school where not only the stu-
dents, but the teachers are some of the 
most wonderful people in my life,” Price 
said.

Givens is the son of Brian and Janeen 
Givens of Aledo. Givens has been a stu-
dent at TCA for eight years.

“I love the sense of friendship and 
brotherhood with everyone I have met,” 
Givens said of his time at TCA. “I know 
if I was in a time of need I could rely on 
every one of my friends to be there for 
me.”

Miss and Mr. TCA are chosen by the 
student body at TCA.

According to a release from the school, 
“Trinity Christian Academy’s high school 
students were asked to carefully and 
prayerfully select a boy and a girl serve 
as Miss TCA and Mr. TCA. In choosing, 
students were asking to select classmates 
who evidence a bold, uncompromising 
faith in Jesus Christ, respect authority, 
are honest, practice godly speech, show 
kindness, seek unity among the student 
body, and serve as role models for stu-
dents of all ages.”

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Parker Givens and Avery Price were named Mr and Miss TCA on 
Oct. 2.

Pine and Commons
Aledo seeks input on Pine Street, Aledo 
Commons future

PAGE 3

Tech Upgrades
Annetta looks at new water control system.
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Surprise!
Ryan Williams racks up 201 yards in  
running-back debut.
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A Good Cause
Local restaurant benefits family dealing 
with catastrophic illness.
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Pmpkins Galore
St. Francis pumpkin patch hit the spot for 
pre-election oasis.
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On to Region
Cross country, tennis teams advance to 
regional competition.
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ALEDO ISD 

Mental 
Health
District looking at  
program to enhance  
resources for  
teachers, staff
By Melissa Winn
The Community News

There’s no doubt this year has 
been mentally and physically tax-
ing on everyone, but the Aledo ISD 
School Health Advisory Council 
(SHAC) wants to ensure that its 
teachers and support staff are taken 
care of on both fronts.

At its November virtual meet-
ing on Monday, Nov. 2, SHAC 
heard from Scott Kessel, Executive 
Director of Student Services, about 
plans for the development of a 
program to help teachers and staff 
members deal with the strain of this 
school year. 

“In addition to the [Social 
Emotional Learning] we have in 
place for students, we are develop-
ing ways to help employees,” Kessel 
said. 

This school year, teachers have 
been forthcoming about the chal-
lenges they’re facing. While they 
have access to mental health services 
through their Employee Assistance 
Plan (EAP), Kessel said it’s not the 
most “robust.”

“Teachers are being asked to do 
so many things, especially at the 
middle school and high school lev-
els,” Kessel said. 

In a typical year, teachers are 
used to a six out of seven sched-
ule, meaning that they teach six 
classes with one planning period. 
Now, because of virtual learning, 
teachers are doing an eight out of 
seven, which equates to teaching 
eight classes with no planning peri-
od at all. 

“Counseling resources so they 
can take care of themselves have 
always been available through their 
EAP but we’re working hard on get-
ting a better program,” Kessel said. 

More information will be provid-
ed as it becomes available. 

Also at the meeting, members 
received a COVID-19 update, much 
like Kessel has presented to the 
AISD Board of Trustees. He reit-
erated to SHAC members that the 
purpose of the group is to provide 
feedback and input regarding health 
curriculum or instruction and that 
while COVID-19 isn’t necessarily 
either, it does have an affect on it. 

“We have a COVID-19 task force 
that includes nurses and adminis-
trators, as well as staff and doctors,” 
he said. “That group, who also has 
members from this committee, was 
integral in establishing protocols 
but you guys are really the pulse of 
the community.”

As of Monday evening, there 
were 16 active cases – 12 students 

Turn to SHAC, page 3

POLITICS

Trump carries 
county by large 
margin
Fowler re-elected sheriff

At press time some states were 
still counting votes, but Parker 
County had ballots counted and 
buttoned up by 10 p.m. on Election 
Day, Nov. 3.

Results from selected elections 
are below. A full list of all Parker 
County returns can be found at our 
website.

PRESIDENT  

Donald J Trump (R) 61,584 81.7%
Joseph R Biden (D) 12,789 17%
Jo Jorgensen (L) 878 1.2%
Howie Hawkins (G) 155 0.2%
  
US SENATOR  

John Cornyn (R) 61,235 81.8%
MJ Hegar (D) 11,721 15.7%
Kerry McKennon (L) 1,562 2.1%
David B Collins (G) 322 0.4%
  
UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE, 
DIST 12  

Kay Granger (R) 61,510 82.6%
Lisa Welch (D) 10,328 13.9%
Trey Holcomb (L) 2,658 3.6%
  
DISTRICT JUDGE, 43RD JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT  

Craig Towson 65,499 100%
  
DISTRICT JUDGE, 415TH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT  

Graham Quisenberry 65,175 100%
  
DISTRICT ATTORNEY, 43RD 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT  

Jeff Swain (R) 65,287 100%
  
COUNTY COURT AT LAW 2 

Lynn Marie Johnson (R) 65,139 100%
  
SHERIFF   

Larry Fowler (R) 59,710 84.1%
Russell E Hess (L) 11,288 15.9%
  
ALEDO MAYOR  

Kit Marshall 1,314 57.1%
Shane Davis 989 42.9%
  
ALEDO COUNCIL PLACE 2  

Matt Ribitzky 1,931 100%
  
ALEDO COUNCIL PLACE 4  

Kim Hiebert 1,930 100%

Hayride

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

This group of Willow Park neighbors took advantage of Halloween weather for a hay ride. One resident 
even dressed up as a Willow Park Fire Department fire engine.

ALEDO

Mayor’s race goes to Marshall
Davis said campaign 
was positive experience
By Randy Keck
The Community News

In addition to overwhelm-
ingly endorsing Donald Trump 
for president, voters in the City 
of Aledo returned Mayor Kit 
Marshall to office. Marshall out-
polled challenger Shane Davis, 
1,314 to 989.

Although not coming out the 
winner, Davis said running for 
mayor was a positive experience 
for him.

“It was a great experience,” 
Davis said. Davis said his deci-
sion to run for mayor was 
determined by two factors.

“I’ve always said I was going 
to run for mayor and I want to 
be mayor of Aledo. I love the 
town. I love the people. I love the 
culture of it,” Davis said.

Secondly, he said, “I also 
believe that mayor, councilmen, 
whatever — I don’t believe that 
they should run unopposed. You 
should get a sense from your 
community of where you stand, 
how does the community feel 
about the job I’m doing?”

In that regard he said his 
decision to run was nothing per-
sonal regarding Marshall.

“I don’t really mean [I was 
running] against Kit as a per-
son. I’m friends with her. I laugh, 
because all of her friends are all 

my friends. So it’s like this is not 
personal.

“If I ran into her this morn-
ing, I would shake her hand, I 
would give her a hug and say 
‘thanks for a great run. Thanks 
for great learning experience.’ 
And I would wish her well. I still 
serve on the parks board, I’m 
still going to be there to support 
our community.”

Davis said nine years ago he 
said to his now-deceased mother 
that he wanted to run for mayor.

“She laughed and she wished 
me the best, but she wasn’t really 
sure about that.”

Marshall said she attributed 
her victory to her experience and 
record of accomplishment.

“A lot of people have knowl-
edge of me and my involvement 
in the community over the years, 
in many ways, and have watched 
my leadership with the council 
over the years and the projects 
that we have brought to ful-
fillment, and that have been 
extremely positive and beneficial 
to the city.

“I also had a great team that 
that helped me.”

Marshall said a factor in this 
campaign that she hadn’t experi-
enced before was the prevalence 
of websites and social media and 
the misinformation frequently 
spread on those media.

“I’ve never run a negative 
campaign because that’s not 
who I am. I am a very posi-
tive person. I appreciate Shane 
throwing his hat in the ring. 
And when you have an opponent 
— I’ve always done a lot of self 
analysis. How can I do some-
thing better? Is there a different 
way to make this happen? And 
then, of course, you apply that to 
working with council and hear-
ing from residents and how can 
we make this a better place to 
be knowing that everybody has 
different ideas? And where’s that 
general consensus?”

Looking forward, Marshall 
said she wants to get citizen 
input on issues and applying 
that to what the city can, and 
cannot, do.

“How does your desire fit in 
with what the law allows us as 
a city to require,” Marshall said.  
“Because our hands are tied in 
in some ways. I don’t move sep-
arate from the council. I just 
want to continue to be a ser-
vant leader and work together to 
help Aledo become all it can be 

Turn to MAYOR, page 3

Davis Marshall

4-H winner
TCA students participate in regional 
contest.
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The State of 2020
Dr. Don Newbury wonders how people will 
describe 2020.
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Five AHS athletes sign letters of intent.
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WILLOW PARK

More funds 
needed for 
FW water 
line project
Certificates of Obligation 
planned for short-term  
coverage of $6.5 million
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The Willow Park City Council 
took action to make up for a $6.5 
million shortage in funds needed to 
complete the water line project from 
Fort Worth at its regular meeting on 
Nov. 10.

The original cost projection for 
the project was provided by Halff and 
Associates, the engineering firm cho-
sen in 2016 to spearhead efforts.

That estimate for the project in 
October of 2018 was $13.4 million, 
which is the amount submitted to 
the Texas Water Development Board 
(TWDB) for low-cost financing.

However, once design on the proj-
ect was started, unanticipated costs 
have raised the projected cost to 
$19.9 million.

Following an executive session, 
the city council voted to publish a 
notice (see page 4) of its intent to 
issue Certificates of Obligation for 
$6.5 million to cover the gap in 
financing. The TWDB required the 
city to be able to show it can cover the 
costs of the project before the project 
can receive its final approval.

The City of Hudson Oaks is obli-
gated to cover 48 percent of the cost 
of the project, which will bring water 
from Fort Worth to the two cities.

Several members of the staff at 
Half and Associates were present 
at the meeting to address concerns 
and answer questions, including 
Operations Manager Ben McGahey.

McGahey told the council his firm 
was responsible for designing the 
water line from Fort Worth to Willow 
Park and on to Hudson Oaks.

“We’re also responsible for the 
design of the metering stations, the 
pump stations, and the ground stor-
age tanks. So that’s our project that 
we’re currently working on for you 
guys,” McGahey said. “We started 
this critical project to get the City of 
Willow Park water back in 2016. And 
our goal, our main objective was to 
get you water by this summer, so that 
you can turn on the faucet and have 
safe and reliable water from the City 
of Fort Worth because of the tremen-
dous amount of growth that y’all have 
been having here.”

McGahey said the first three years 
of the project were primarily devot-
ed to obtaining the water from Fort 
Worth, and helping the city obtain 
funding sources. He said that in 

Turn to WATER, page 5

Koolemia Dance
Yielding family fights 
leukemia with love,  
humor, and grace
By Randy Keck
The Community News

Almost 100 families turned out 
to walk 2.6 miles to benefit Aiden 
Yielding, a student at the Don 
Daniel Ninth-Grade Campus who 
was diagnosed with Leukemia, on 
Sunday, Nov. 8.

The event included beverag-
es, Frios Pops, food trucks, and 
a silent auction for a family that 
found its way into the hearts of 
people all over the world.

When Aiden needed cheering 
up at chemotherapy treatments, 
his dad, Chuck, would dance in the 
parking lot to cheer him up as he 
watched out the window.

Video of Chuck’s dance and 
Aiden’s reaction touched hearts 
all over the world, going viral, and 
received national media attention.

But behind all the clicks, 
shares, and likes is a real local 
family living with the challenges a 
cancer diagnosis brings. 

Since that diagnosis in April, 
the family’s world has changed. 
Aiden has chemotherapy treat-
ments every Tuesday at Cook 
Children’s Medical Center. 
Sometimes he gets to go home, 
and sometimes he has to stay a 
couple of days.

“We were there at eight o’clock 
this morning,” Chuck Yielding said 

on Tuesday, Nov. 10. “He does 
clinic visits every Tuesday — we 
have some stints that we have to 
get admitted to the hospital. And 
then some weeks, like we were 
in the hospital Friday night, we 
didn’t realize we were going to 
be there. And then we were dis-
charged. Saturday, they wanted to 
monitor a little bit.”

Chuck said Aiden’s treatment 
is following the St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital protocol. “We 
just follow that protocol, whatever 
it says,” Chuck said. “ Our next 
hospitalization will be right before 
Christmas. So we’ll be in the hos-
pital, two to four days to get some 
high dose chemotherapy. They 
want to monitor him and different 
things like that.”

The St. Jude regimen results in 
most children being treated going 
into remission, and involves a 
combination of anti-cancer drugs. 

Aiden’s treatments will last for 
two-and-a-half years. 

Chuck said Aiden has had 
about 10 Intrathecal treatments 
where chemicals and reagents are 
injected directly into the spine.

“And then sometimes he just 
goes to his chemo through his 
port. And other times we go and 
he may need blood, or he may 
need platelets and stuff like that.”

Chuck said Tuesday’s visit was 
relatively short — about four-and SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aiden Yielding sports a superpower shirt.

CORRECTIONS AND 
CLARIFICATIONS
There were a number of issues in our Oct. 30 cover-
age of the Annetta City Council meeting.

Jonah Remigio was identified as an engineer. He 
is actually a resident who recently graduated from 
Texas Tech with a degree in architecture, and who 
volunteered to help map out a path for the sidewalk.

In addition, the article implied that Annetta was 
ready to sever its water system maintenance system 
contract with Hudson Oaks, which was incorrect. 
While the city is taking steps toward running its own 
system, that step is still in the future, and Annetta 
Mayor Bruce Pinckard expressed appreciation to 
Hudson Oaks for making him aware of the Samsara 
system that will ultimately allow the city to go it 
alone.

The story read that the Samsara integration would 
involve an annual fee. Instead, there is an up-front 
purchase of hardware and software with a recurring 
fee for upgrades.

While the article correctly stated that he city previ-
ously priced SCADA integration at $100,000 in years 
past, the article did not sufficiently clarify that the 
new Samsara technology would be significantly less, 
with an upfront cost of about $13,000, saving the 
city about $85,000. The article was wrong in stating 
that the $100,000 would be an annual cost.

Our Nov. 6 issue incorrectly identified Aiden Yielding 
as a student at Aledo Middle School. He is actually a 
student at the Don Daniel Ninth Grade Campus.

We regret the errors

WEATHERFORD COLLEGE

WC moves closer to 
full BSN accreditation
Program in full compliance 
with no review needed

Weatherford College reached 
another key milestone Tuesday toward 
full implementation of its Bachelor 
of Science Degree in Nursing (BSN) 
program. A visiting committee from 
the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools Commission on Colleges 
(SACSCOC) completed an extensive 
review of the program, and the pro-
gram was found to be in full compliance 
with all standards with no follow-up 
report required. The committee will 
recommend the level change to offer 
the degree and the implementation of 
the BSN will go to the full SACSCOC 
Board for final approval.

“I am extremely proud of our peo-
ple,” said Dr. Tod Allen Farmer, WC 
president. “A tremendous amount of 
hard work went into the planning, 
implementation, and various approval 
and accreditation stages. The formal 

transition from a two-year degree 
granting college to a four-year degree 
granting college is truly a historical 
event for our noble institution.”   

WC’s program began in August as 
the first fully-online BSN offered by a 
Texas community college.

“In addition to reviewing the BSN 
program, the committee completed an 
extensive review of the institution as 
a whole, as this is our first bache-
lor’s degree,” said Dr. Arleen Atkins, 
WC dean of institutional effectiveness. 
“They reviewed numerous documents 
and records and interviewed several 
administrators and faculty.  The pos-
itive result is indicative of the high 
quality of the BSN program and the 
overall standards the college follows in 
day-to-day operations.”

Atkins said the committee’s recom-
mendation for approval will go before 
the full SACSCOC Board in June of 
2021.

Turn to AIDEN, page 3

Oak Wilt Season
Here are ways you can help stop the 
spread.
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Hoops!
Young Bearcat team, new coach have high 
hopes for season.
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Football … Maybe
Bearcats hope to make up game against 
Mansfield Timberview.
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ALEDO ISD

Duke Talent Program honors 
12 Middle School students

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo Middle School students identified by the Duke Talent Identification Program are (front row, from left) 
Grady Saunders, Taylor McKean, Hannah Harford, Jackson Blake, and Patricia Loftin and (back row) Garrett 
Hoff, Logan Kasper, Aidan Marron, Ethan Hodo, and Luke Trager. Not shown are Haley Ingram and Lauren 
Schoolfield.

Talent Pool

SAT or ACT scores lead 
to recognition
By Mercedes Mayer
Special to The Community News

Twelve Aledo Middle School 
students have been recognized 
as Duke Talent Identification 
Program (TIP) scholars for out-
standing achievement and 
exceptional scores on the SAT or 
ACT.

The students took the SAT or 
ACT — the same test taken by 
college-bound high school stu-
dents — in seventh grade and 
scored among the top students 
in the country, with 11 students 
earning State Recognition and 
one AMS student earning Grand 
Recognition.

“Earning Duke TIP 
scholar status is an amaz-
ing academic achievement 
for our students,” Aledo ISD 
Superintendent Dr. Susan Bohn 
said. “Congratulations to our 
students and their parents and 
teachers who provide exceptional 
learning experiences daily. We are 

so proud of them, and we can’t 
wait to see continued greatness 
from these students.”

Eighth-grader Ethan Hodo 
was one of just 525 middle-school 
students statewide to earn Grand 
Recognition, meaning he scored 
650 or higher on the reading and 
writing portion of the SAT and 
650 or higher on the math portion 
of the SAT or 28 or greater on the 
math or science portion, 30 or 
greater on the English portion or 
31 or greater on the reading por-
tion of the ACT.

The following students earned 
State Recognition for scoring 550 
or higher on the reading and writ-
ing portion of the SAT and 540 or 
higher on the math portion or 22 
or greater on the English, math or 
science portion or 23 or greater on 
the reading portion of the ACT: 
Jackson Blake, Hannah Harford, 
Garrett Hoff, Haley Ingram, Logan 
Kasper, Patricia Loftin, Aidan 
Marron, Taylor McKean, Grady 
Saunders, Lauren Schoolfield and 
Luke Trager.

Duke TIP is a nonprofit organi-
zation that started a Talent Search 
Program in 1980 when Duke 
University realized the impor-
tance of identifying and nurturing 
gifted and talented students. Duke 
TIP provides advanced learning 
opportunities that foster intel-
lectual and social growth for the 
students who qualify. In 2019-20, 
10,675 middle schoolers scored 
well enough on at least one sec-
tion of the ACT or SAT to qualify 
for Duke TIP.

Duke TIP has suspended sum-
mer studies and the talent search 
program for 2020-2021 because 
of COVID-19 limitations, and the 
University will redesign its pre-col-
lege gifted and talented offerings, 
so the national Academic Talent 
Search that has been administered 
by Duke TIP has ended. The Aledo 
ISD is working on a way for qual-
ifying seventh-grade students to 
take the SAT and receive recog-
nition similar to that of Duke TIP 
before Duke TIP rolls out its new 
programming.

ALEDO ISD

Mask policy spurs 
comments at meeting
District asked to loosen 
restrictions
By Melissa Winn
The Community News

With COVID-19 cases on the 
rise around the state and the coun-
try, protocols being used by Aledo 
ISD came into question by parents 
at Monday’s regular school board 
meeting. 

Superintendent Dr. Susan Bohn 
opened by saying that she was 
pleased with the fact the district has 
been able to remain open to give 
students the opportunity to learn. 

“We all can agree as a commu-
nity that we want to give kids the 
chance to learn and we’re pretty 
happy with how well it’s gone,” she 
said. “Our intention is to try to serve 
kids remotely and in person as long 
as we can.”

Bohn said that some of the prac-
tices and protocols the district is 
using have been adjusted as the 
school year has progressed. One, 
for example, is having more mask 
breaks and working with parents 
on when they prefer a student to 
switch between virtual and in-per-
son learning. 

During public comments, how-
ever, four speakers came to voice 
their displeasure with the mask 
mandate. Currently, students, teach-
ers and staff – regardless of age – are 
required to wear a mask at all times. 

Trish Watson said she was thank-
ful the district has allowed in-person 
learning but was “sad” it has gone to 
the extremes it has.

“I am sad this fear is still con-
trolling our schools,” she said. 
“Whatever unproven benefit there is 
is outweighed by the negatives.”

(Editor’s note: the overwhelming 
consensus in the medical commu-
nity is that mask wearing helps 
prevent the spread of COVID-19.)

Watson also mentioned the men-
tal toll she feels is being placed upon 
children by mask wearing. 

Another parent, Laura Morrow, 
shared Watson’s sentiments and also 
noted that Gov. Greg Abbott’s man-
date said children under 10 did not 
need to wear masks. 

“I’m here today to advocate for 
our youngest Bearcats,” she said. “I 
want the district to relax the mask 
rules for [kids under 10].”

Morrow said face coverings are 
voluntary at every other district in 
Parker County for children young-
er than 10. She became emotional 
when she spoke of her daughter hav-
ing to be separated from her friends 
outside during recess when she 
wanted a mask break. She also said 
her son has gotten more headaches 
in the past three months, something 
she believes is caused by his wearing 
a mask. 

“I want to support the district 
and the community but please con-
sider the risks and benefits of the 
current policy and unmask the lit-
tlest Bearcats,” she concluded. 

During his monthly report, 
Scott Kessel, Executive Director of 
Student Services, followed up on 
Bohn’s comments earlier in the 
meeting but gave a broader per-
spective on where the district was at 
the beginning of the school year and 
where it is now. 

“[Statewide] Case counts in 
mid-to-late August were trending 
downward when school began,” 
he said. “In October, case counts 
go up and then up again in early 
November.”

Kessel added that Texas leads the 
nation in confirmed cases. 

Aledo ISD had had 109 con-
firmed cases since Aug. 6. Of those, 
35 have been in the last 15 days. 

One of the questions many have 
been asking, Kessel said, is when 
and if the district will close. Kessel 
said the parameters that were set up 
for that scenario at the beginning of 
the year have not been met but that 
one of the main concerns is staffing. 

“If we don’t have staff, we can’t 
operate school,” he said. “That is 
what is causing a lot of other dis-
tricts to shut down.”

Trustee Forrest Collins said both 
his wife and his brother had the 
virus but that he understood every-
one is fatigued. 

“None of us want to be [where 
we are],” he said, alluding to the 
decisions and precautions that are 
having to be taken. “We can only 
control what we can control.”

He continued by saying that his 
main concerns when it comes to the 
teachers is giving them what they 
need to stay safe and feel supported. 

“If we don’t 
have staff, we 
can’t operate 
school. That is 
what is caus-
ing a lot of 
other districts 
to shut down.”

- Scott Kessel, Executive 
Director of Student Services

Turn to AISD, page 3

Grant from forest service 
makes possible 
Special to The Community News

Willow Park Fire Rescue 
Department increased the capac-
ity of their fleet by adding a new 
brush truck thanks to a $100,000 
cost share grant through the 
Rural Volunteer Fire Department 
Assistance Program administered 
by Texas A&M Forest Service.

The 2020 F350 is a state-of-
the-art vehicle.

“The front bumper monitor, 
300-gallon water tank and 240 
gallons-per-minute pump place 
this new apparatus as our first-
out brush truck for wildland fires,” 
said Assistant Fire Chief John 
Schneider. “It’s four-wheel-drive 
will allow it easy access to the 
rougher areas in the northern part 
of our protection area.”

The department conducted 
training on the new truck, and 
it will be in service soon after 
being equipped with wildland fire-
fighting equipment and medical 
supplies.

“With the possibility of 
increased drought conditions, 
this truck will be a great benefit 
to the department as a reliable 
resource for wildland firefighting,” 
said Texas A&M Forest Service 

Regional Fire Coordinator Sam 
Bundy.

Willow Park Fire Rescue serves 
a community with a population of 
6,900 and was established in 1971.

“We are grateful to our com-
munity and to Texas A&M Forest 
Service for their continued support 
in making improvements to vol-
unteer fire departments possible,” 
Schneider said. “It is good to have a 

reliable truck on our front line that 
will have lower maintenance and 
repair costs.”

Texas A&M Forest Service 
is committed to protecting lives 
and property through the Rural 
Volunteer Fire Department 
Assistance Program, a cost share 
program funded by Texas State 
Legislature and administered by 
Texas A&M Forest Service. This 

program provides funding to rural 
Volunteer Fire Departments for 
the acquisition of firefighting vehi-
cles, fire and rescue equipment, 
protective clothing, dry-hydrants, 
computer systems and firefighter 
training.  

For more information on pro-
grams offered by Texas A&M 
Forest Service, visit http://texasfd.
com.

Colorguard
This week’s Spirit Page takes a look at the 
Aledo Colorguard.
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4-H Leaders
Aledo 4-H Club names new officers.
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Volleyball
Ladycats fall to Colleyville Heritage in 
bi-district.
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WILLOW PARK

Brush truck added to Fire Rescue Department

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Texas A&M Forest Service Regional Fire Coordinator Sam Bundy (left) presents the symbolic check to Willow 
Park Fire and Rescue Fire Chief Mike Lenoir.

ALEDO

Water 
and sewer 
rates to 
remain 
the same
Eighth consecutive year 
without an increase
By Melissa Winn
The Community News

In an almost unheard-of move, 
Aledo’s water and sewer rates will 
remain unchanged for an eighth 
year after the city council approved 
the recommendation at its last 
meeting Nov. 19. 

The last time rates were raised 
was in 2012.

“That is highly unusual,” 
said Chris Ekrut, Chief Financial 
Officer with Newgen Strategies and 
Solutions. “The City and staff have 
done an excellent job holding it 
constant.”

That said, Ekrut warned the 
chances it will happen again in 2021 
is unlikely.

During a presentation on how 
both water and sewer rates are cal-
culated, Ekrut laid out what Aledo 
residents are paying as opposed to 
other cities and also talked about 
upcoming challenges Aledo will 
face. 

To begin, Ekrut explained why a 
rate review is necessary (it is required 
by ordinance and by the Texas Water 
Development Board) and that it is 
required that rates charged to cus-
tomers ensures enough money is 
made to cover costs. 

“Revenue must cover the cost of 
providing service as well as the city’s 
obligation to Fort Worth for whole-
sale service rates,” he said. “The city 
is a non-profit entity and must have 
money to cover expenses.”

In looking at Aledo’s budget, rev-
enues and expenses of rates were 
balanced at $3.875 million. 

Council members expressed that 
they have received questions from 
residents over what they consider 
to be high water and sewer bills and 
asked for some numbers to be able 
to help answer those queries. For 
comparison, Ekrut showed an aver-
age cost for a consumer who uses 
5,000 gallons and a consumer who 
uses 10,000 gallons both in Aledo 
and in neighboring cities. 

The Aledo customers pay $83.35 
($39.83 water, $43.52 wastewa-
ter) and $146.61 ($71.79, $74.82), 
respectively, as compared to $105.54 
($68.54, $37) and $186.30 ($110.65, 
$75.65) in Weatherford; $124.20 
($82.02, $42.18) and $168.38 
($102.45, $65.93) in Willow Park; 

Turn to ALEDO, page 3

Tree of Hope campaign underway

BACK FRONT INSIDE

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A look at this year’s Christmas card!

Please cut along line and include form with payment.

TREE OF HOPE 2020
Enclosed is my gift of $_________. I would like to receive ____ printed cards to send.

Name_____________________________________
Address____________________________________
City________________ State_______ Zip________ 
Phone____________ Email____________________

If paying by credit card, please complete the online 
form listed above or complete the following:
Name on Card_______________________________
CC#_______________________________________
Zip_________ Exp. Date______ Security Code_____
     Visa        Mastercard
Signature______________________ Date_________

Pick up cards Mail cards to me Email card to me Email card download link to me

The Gift that Gives Back!
Give by cash or check made out to Center of Hope and complete the attached form below. 
Mail or drop o� both to Parker County Center of Hope (1318 Clear Lake Road, Weatherford, 
TX 76086). You can also choose to give online at bit.ly/treeo�ope2020.

Please note below how many cards you would like to receive if choosing to receive printed 
cards (1 card for every $10), and contact Michelle Buchanan at 817-594-0266 ext. 306 or 
michelle@centero�opetx.com with questions.

In Christ-like service, equipping and empowering people to live a successful, joy-filled life.
www.centero	opetx.com/tree-of-hope-2020

Check one:

The Parker County Center of Hope has 
developed a special gift card for this year’s Tree 
of Hope donors.

For every $10 donated to Center of Hope, 
the giver will receive a card to give to an 

honoree either by email, download, or in print.
To make an online donation, visit https://

interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.
aspx?name=E194732&id=25.

To download a donation for, visit https://

files.constantcontact.com/9f190f2b001/5fc-
c1be8-94cf-4760-a43d-3c4438a9b4b9.pdf.

For more information, call Michelle 
Buchanan at 817-594-0266 or email michelle@
centerofhopetx.com.

New Pastor
Getting to know Barrett Grebing, The 
Summit’s new pastor.
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Detour
Mikus Road intersection construction 
coming down the home stretch.
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Bearcats’ district win streak continues.
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AEF kicks 
off Achieving 

Excellence 
Fund 

Campaign
Special to The Community News

The Aledo Education Foundation, 
on behalf of its business members and 
investors, has partnered with the Aledo 
Independent School District since 
2013 to provide enriched learning 
opportunities to students and innova-
tive teaching techniques to teachers 
throughout AISD. 

Funding projects and grants 
of more than $2.2 million since its 
founding, with strong support from 
the community, the AEF has fund-
ed initiatives from simple supplies 
for the classrooms and field trips for 
special needs students to computers, 
district-wide software, certification 
opportunities, dual credit scholarships 
and — most importantly — safety and 
security measures on campuses.

“As business and community lead-
ers, it is our passion and mission that 
the AEF and Aledo ISD work together 
to build East Parker County’s work-
force and meet needs that guarantee all 
Bearcats receive the best education pos-
sible in the state of Texas,” said Christi 
James, President of the Foundation. 
“Our mission to enrich teaching, 
inspire learning, and maximize inno-
vative opportunities is something that 
our investors and leaders are adamant 
about growing and improving,”

2020 has been a difficult year for the 
AEF.  With the decision to postpone the 
two largest fundraising initiatives this 
past spring, the AEF has sought out 
ways to continue to make large impacts 
on Aledo ISD.  Funding more than 
$170,000 in initiatives last school year, 
the AEF is working to raise money and 
make a strong impact for the district 
in 2020-2021. The Foundation has 
already agreed to fund an Employee 
Assistance Program which will provide 
counseling and legal services for all 
district employees this school year, in 
addition to several initiatives needed 
in AISD that are not included in the 
current district budget.

This fall, the AEF has re-invigorat-
ed their Achieving Excellence Fund, by 
starting this campaign to help as many 
teachers and students as possible this 
school year.  Supported by generous 
community investors and corporate 
donors, the Foundation is already 
receiving donations — but more is 
needed. 

“This is another great example of 
public-private partnerships that come 
together to make a huge impact on all 
our students,” said Carol Satterfield, 
board member with the AEF and chair 
of the Achieving Excellence Fund 
Campaign. “Even though Aledo ISD 
does an exceptional job at educating our 
children, we know that it’s imperative 
to infuse more money into the district 
for programs that are not state-funded.  

Turn to AEF, page 3

Pearl Harbor 
Remembrance

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor triggered the United States’ entry into World War II.

A grandfather’s story of 
the aftermath
By Richard Henderson
The Community News

Every Dec. 7, Americans 
remember Pearl Harbor Day, 
commemorating the day Japan, 
in a surprise attack, bombed the 
American naval fleet at the island 
of Oahu, Hawaii, on Sunday 
morning, December 7, 1941, and 
World War II began for the United 
States.

The brazen and foolish attack 
would affect many lives, and ulti-
mately lead to the only atomic 
bomb attacks in the history of war-
fare, on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 
Japan in August 1945. Sometimes 
I wonder if the Japanese leaders 
had any idea of the suffering and 
devastation that would affect their 
own people in 1945, would they 
have attacked Pearl Harbor? 

The attack had an immediate 
and direct effect upon my family.

My Grandfather: Marshal 
Ernest Brinkley, Sr., 
Ship’s Carpenter,  
Pearl Harbor. 

My maternal grandfather, 
Marshall Ernest Brinkley, Sr., 
would become a naval veteran of 

Pearl Harbor, although he was not 
there when the attack occurred. 
As an inquisitive child growing 
up, I would ask him what he did 
in the war while at Pearl Harbor. 
He would say that he was a ship’s 
carpenter and that he repaired 
ships and removed bodies from 
ships. He once described being in 
an attack and that he ran to where 
his gun was supposed to be, and 
the gun had been blown away.

What he did at Pearl Harbor 
did not sound very impressive to 
a young boy. I could not figure out 
how a carpenter, who worked with 

wood, was needed to repair metal 
ships. Later, I learned that the 
Japanese never came back to Pearl 
Harbor after the Dec. 7 attack, so 
his account of being under fire 
was a mystery to me.

When I went to Pearl Harbor 
in 2016 and visited the museum 
and the USS Arizona Memorial, 
I understood that my grandfa-
ther was a true war hero and part 
of one of the greatest maritime 
engineering feats of all time — the 
repair and return to service of 
most of the ships damaged that 
December day. I also found out 
how he was in combat.

The Family
My grandfather married my 

grandmother, Marie Kennemer, 
when he was 17 and she was 15. It 
was 1931. He was from Hillsboro 
and she was from Cleburne. In 
rural counties in Texas back in the 
1930s it was common for people 
to marry young. By Dec. 7, 1941, 
they had four children.

My mother, Mary, 9, was the 
oldest born in 1932. My uncle 
Marshall was age 8, Aunt Barbara 
was 6, and my uncle Charles, born 
in February 1941, was 10 months 
old. My grandparents were still in 
their 20s with 4 children.

In December 1941, my grand-
father was working as a carpenter 
in Cleburne. I can only imagine 
that Sunday morning. They prob-
ably went to church and may have 
been at church when the attack 
occurred. What happened several 
thousand miles away on an island 
in the Pacific was about to disrupt 
their lives.

Very soon after the war began, 
my grandfather was drafted, 
even though he had four young 
children.

My mother told me that the 
night before he left for basic train-
ing, he held my uncle Charles and 
cried. I am sure they all wept, 
wondering if he would come back 
and for how long he would be 
gone.

According to my Uncle 
Marshall, his father was sent to 
the Farragut Naval Training base 
in Idaho for two weeks training 
before being shipped to California 
where he boarded a ship for 
Hawaii. 

I can only imagine what it was 
like for a young man less than 30 
years old to be suddenly on a boat 
in the Pacific headed to Hawaii. It 
must have been an even greater 
adventure to arrive at the lush 
island of Oahu after growing up in 
rural Texas. It had to be painful to 

Marshall Ernest Brinkley, Sr.

Turn to PEARL, page 4

Higher Learning
Spring registration under way at 
Weatherford College.
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Winning Ways
Bearcats basketball team continues early-
season success.
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Young team
Ladycats getting necessary experience early 
in basketball season.
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Celebration of life

2/9/2004 – 12/5/2020

12/11/2020  @

ALEDO ISD

New quarantine 
options enacted
Prompted by CDC  
recommendations
By Melissa Winn
The Community News

In the prelude to its annual 
Team of 8 training earlier this week, 
the Aledo ISD Board of Trustees 
received a COVID-19 update and its 
affect on the district. 

Scott Kessel, Executive Director 
of Student Services, said as of 
Monday, there were 35 active cases 
— seven employees and 28 stu-
dents — and a total of 27 employees 
and 306 students in isolation/
quarantine. 

As a reminder, active cases 
include anyone at any facility 
who has a lab-confirmed positive 
cases reported to the district and 
whose COVID-19 case is still active. 
Isolation/quarantine numbers 
include the lab-confirmed positive 
cases and those who have symptoms 
of the virus or have been exposed to 
someone with a confirmed case. 

Since AISD began tracking cases 
in early August, there have been 37 
employees and 149 students who 
have had confirmed cases. 

Kessel outlined for the board 
daily newly-reported cases in the 
state and county and weekly num-
bers in the district. The charts 
show spikes after Halloween and 
Thanksgiving before highlighting 
that cases are now at the highest 
point. 

The update comes on the heels 
of a letter that was sent to parents 
outlining the new recommendations 
for quarantine following exposure 
released by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) ear-
lier in the week. 

In the letter, Superintendent Dr. 
Susan Bohn said after consulting 
closely with local health officials 
about the CDC recommendations, 
AISD will now implement the fol-
lowing options for quarantine 
following exposure to an individual 
who is lab-confirmed positive for 
COVID-19:

Option 1: Quarantine for 14 days 
from the date of last exposure to 
the individual who has tested pos-
itive for COVID-19. This option 
reflects no change to the recom-
mendations the district has been 
following up to this point. This 

Aledo ISD weekly new reported cases
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New ‘Journey to the Manger’ 
brings nativity to life

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Mary and Joseph (Janel Nickman  and Kollin Reed) are shown at the manger during The Summit’s “Journey 
to the Manger” on Dec 5. Additional photos can be found on page 5.

By Christopher Amos
The Community News
After the annual Christmas 

Tyme in Aledo was canceled, The 
Summit Lutheran Church inter-
vened with the first-ever Journey 
to the Manger as a safe, fun, and 
inspirational Christmas event for 
the community.

The one-night event Saturday, 
which meandered through the 
parking lot of the Aledo Community 
Center near the church at 111 
Maverick Street, featured three 

Biblical scenes with live actors: 
“No Room at the Inn,” “Angles 
Announce the Birth of Jesus,” and 
“The Nativity.” However, the mood 
was set at the beginning by friend-
ly Roman guards directing traffic, 
and Pastors Barrett Grebing and 
Troy Miklos dressed in period cos-
tume to greet the motorists.

“We figured since Christmas 
Tyme in Aledo was canceled we 
would come up with something 
really special for the community 
to enjoy,” Pastor Grebing said as he 

hastily handed motorists boxes of 
cookies with Christmas greetings. 
Pastor Grebing gave motorists a 
choice of a CD with narration to 
play in the vehicle at each scene or 
a QR code to scan and enjoy the 
narration on a device. Other vol-
unteers handed out hot chocolate 
and treats.

The evening was so popular 
motorists were formed into two 
lanes to ease the backup waiting 
on Maverick St.

Drive Thru Fireman Santa
Due to COVID-19 protocols, 

the Aledo Fire Department will not 
hold its annual Fireman Santa visits 
through neighborhoods this year, 
instead opting to have drive-thru 
visits to the popular local character.

“We are collecting canned food 
for the Parker County Food Bank. 
Drive thru, donate, and see Fireman 
Santa,” said Lisa Foster, an officer 
with the Aledo Volunteer Fire Dept.

“We hate we are not able to go 
thru the neighborhoods but still 
want to collect food for the food 
bank and give the community the 
opportunity to see Fireman Santa,” 
she added.

The first drive-thru will be at 6 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 12, at Station 
34, 991 Bailey Ranch Road in Aledo.

The second drive-thru will be at 
6 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 19, at Station 
37 on the corner of Thunderhead 
Lane and FM 5 in Annetta South.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Gabriella Betanco whispered her list to Fireman Santa last year. 
While there will not be the traditional up-close visits this year, fami-
lies can still visit Fireman Santa from their cars.

Drive Thru Santa
Kids visit Santa in a new way at Aledo 
United Methodist Church.
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Three more…
Three more Aledo Bearcats commit to 
universities.
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Playoff record
The Aledo Bearcats tied their bi-district 
scoring record last week.
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Blaze Mayes honored 
with bust unveiling
By Mercedes Mayer
Special to The Community News

As was the case anytime 
Blaze Mayes entered the football 
game for Aledo over the last 
few years, Mayes stole the show 
again last Thursday night. Only 
this time, it was to permanently 
be part of Bearcat football lore.

The Aledo football team 
unveiled a bust of fan- and 
team-favorite Mayes – a 
student-athlete with Down syn-
drome who graduated from 
Aledo High School last year – 
on Thursday during halftime of 
Aledo’s 77-13 bi-district play-
off win over Dallas Hillcrest at 
Bearcat Stadium. The statue sits 
in the southwest corner of the 
stadium near the entrance to the 
Bearcats’ locker room.

“Blaze was a very import-
ant part of this program and 
has been for a very long time,” 
Aledo ISD athletic director Steve 
Wood said. “A lot of his class-
mates were very close to Blaze, 
and they wanted to leave some-
thing here to always look at and 
think of Blaze Mayes coming off 
the field, raising that helmet up 
and getting the crowd fired up. 

“We’ll have Blaze here as long 
as this stadium is here.”

Houston sculptor Shirley 
Scarpetta, who specializes in 
bronze sculptures, completed the 

bust after parents of Mayes’ for-
mer teammates raised the funds 
to pay for it. It was installed 
at Bearcat Stadium without the 
Mayes family knowing. 

With the Mayes family in 
the end zone to celebrate the 
unveiling of the Bearcats’ ninth 
state championship monument, 
attention turned to the west end 
zone for the surprise unveil-
ing with former teammates as 
well as members of the current 
Bearcats team surrounding the 
statue and cheering on Mayes.

“This place is special,” said 
Dr. Les Mayes, Blaze’s father. 

“The parents are special and the 
kids are special. There was a 
weight on our shoulder trying 
to find a place to raise Blaze, 
and there’s not a perfect place 
out there but this is as close as it 
gets. This is special.”

A video of Blaze Mayes enter-
ing the Bearcats’ 2018 state title 
game as a wide receiver went 
viral with ESPN, Fox Sports 
Southwest and other media out-
lets sharing it. 

The bust shows Mayes cra-
dling a football with his right 
hand while raising his Aledo hel-
met with his left hand.

Lasting Honor

BRELEIGH MAYER/SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Blaze Mayes is shown next to a bust that was unveiled in his honor at the western end of Bearcat 
Stadium on Thursday, Dec. 10. Mayes was a Bearcat team favorite before he graduated from Aledo High 
School.

COMMUNITY NOTES
Good News is coming
As we head toward the end of 
a difficult year, we here at The 
Community News want to wish 
you a safe, healthy, and bless-
ed holiday season.

Next week will be our annu-
al Good News issue, and we 
promise it will contain good 
news!

We do plan to get it to press 
early and our office will will be 
closed the week of Christmas.

On a sadder note, we learned 
that Kenton Harvey, former 
pastor of Aledo Church of 
Christ, passed away this 
week. We do not have details 
at press time, but wanted to 
make the community aware, 
as Kenton was a very long-
time resident and community 
leader.

ALEDO ISD

Trustees 
approve 
new 
campus 
names
More teacher  
workdays ok’d
By Melissa Winn
The Community News

It was a busy night for Aledo 
ISD trustees Monday as a calen-
dar update, new campus names, 
bond progress and the schematic 
design for McAnally Intermediate 
Renovation were all approved. 

Elementary school No. 6 
will now be Annetta Elementary 
School; Middle School No. 2 will 
be McAnally Middle School; the 
current McAnally addition/con-
version to elementary will now 
be Vandagriff Elementary School 
and the current Vandagriff conver-
sion will become Aledo ISD Early 
Childhood Academy.

The new Annetta Elementary 
School name is effective immedi-
ately, while the other changes will 
happen as construction is closer to 
completion. 

Prior to the name changes, Tyler 
Boswell, Director of Construction 
and Facilities, updated the board on 
the status of the numerous projects.  

He showed drone photos of 
Annetta Elementary and said that 
things are progressing rapidly. 
Recently, two concrete pours have 
taken place and framing was sched-
uled on Friday. Boswell said the 
project was a bit ahead of sched-
ule and that there were about 100 
people on site and more crews are 
anticipated in the coming days. 

McAnally Middle School (Middle 
School No. 2) recently had about 13 
contractors show interest in work-
ing on the project and Boswell said 
he expects construction to begin in 
mid-January. 

Board members later approved 
the schematic design for the 
McAnally Intermediate renovation, 
which includes a 9,000 square-
foot storm shelter and an overall 
100,000 square-foot layout. 

For the second time this school 
year, the board approved an update 
to the calendar in order to add two 
teacher work days/student holidays 
in the spring.  

Students will now be off on Feb.12 
and March 22 to allow teachers more 
time to plan and prepare, commu-
nicate with students and parents, 
grade assignments and input grades 
and create and load content in the 
learning management systems (for 

Turn to AISD, page A3

ALEDO

Council 
hears citizen 
feedback
By Melissa Winn
The Community News

Modifications to the design 
process for North Pine Street 
improvements were recently 
approved after representatives from 
Kimley-Horn outlined public wants 
and needs. 

Kimley-Horn’s Ivan Gonzalez 
outlined for Council members the 
Pine Street and Aledo Commons 
projects commented on by residents 
after the original designs were put 
on the internet for input. 

But Gonzalez stated now that 
the first two tasks – data collection 
and conceptual design – were com-
pleted on Pine Street, final design 
would be temporarily put on hold in 
order to evaluate costs related to the 
proposed improvements. 

Traffic flow, drainage, and the 
coordination of existing rights-of-
way, among other items, caused 
Kimley-Horn to halt moving into 
the last stage.

Additionally, some residents 
expressed concern over proposed 
traffic routes on the plan that they 
said would create more cars “speed-
ing through” their neighborhood.

“A lot of plans look great on 
paper but disregard actual conse-
quences,” one resident noted. 

Gonzalez addressed those con-
cerns by saying that traffic analysts 
would review traffic patterns and 
also implement abatements like 
trees, narrower lanes and on-street 
parking to try to alleviate the ability 
to ignore posted speed limits. 

“It might also be worth having 
police officers there to help with 
compliance,” he said. 

Turn to ALEDO, page A3
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26th Annual Good News Issue

Welcome to 
the 26th 

annual Good News 

edition of  The 

Community News.

Twenty-five years 

ago, we made a 

decision that one 

issue of the paper 

each year ought 

to be devoted to 

good news. News 

about pandemics, 

train wrecks, and 

political corruption 

can take a week off 

while we  

celebrate the end 

of one year and the 

beginning of a new 

one.

We invite you to 

check  

community-news.

com for breaking 

news during the  

holidays.

We hope you enjoy 

this issue - and we 

hope you and all 

who are dear to 

you have a  

wonderful 2021!

Change in Trajectory
Emma Vidal  
relishes new  
opportunities
By Aleshia Howe
The Community News

Some events change the 
trajectory of life as we know 
it. 

And some events change 
who we are.

For Aledo’s 11-year-old 
Emma Vidal, both are true. 

It’s been 22 months 
since Emma, then 9, lost 
consciousness at Vandagriff 
Elementary School and was 
rushed to Cook Children’s 
Hospital where she would 
eventually be diagnosed 
with Acute Lymphoblastic 
Leukemia.

Emma and her fami-
ly have spent the last two 
years fighting – and beating 
– leukemia. They’ve been 
in the trenches and they’ve 
celebrated the wins with the 
support of family, friends, 
and the Aledo community. 

Emma admits she’s not 
the same person she was 
two years ago: following 
many rounds of chemo, her 
hair has come back curly, 
like when she “was little,” 
she says. She’s also trad-
ed a love of gymnastics for 

an intense love of showing 
horses – something that’s 
easier for her to do on the 
days when she’s still weak 
from treatment. 

And most recently, 
Emma has stepped out 
of her shell by accepting 
Cook Children’s invitation 
to serve as a 2020/2021 
Patient Ambassador, shar-
ing her story with the 
Dallas/Fort Worth commu-
nity and beyond in hopes of 
spreading awareness about 
signs of leukemia and the 
work that happens inside 
the walls of Cook Children’s 
Hospital. 

“I never thought I would 
be doing any of this,” says 
Emma, shrugging and smil-
ing. “But I feel really happy 
right now. I’m getting to do 
a lot of stuff I never thought 
I would so that’s great.”

Before she got sick, 
Emma competed in 
gymnastics. During her 
treatment, Emma learned 
through a family friend 
about a local nonprofit 
agency called the Sonny 
James Equine Ministries, 
based in Cresson. Through 
that organization, Emma 
has found a renewed sense 
of competition. She is a COOK CHILDREN’S MEDICAL CENTER

Emma Vidal is shown with Neely a therapy dog at Cook Children’s Medical Center. Turn to EMMA, page 2

A special gift called ‘Barney’
Thoughtful present given 55 

years ago becomes a tradition
By Randy Keck
The Community News 
Special gifts stand the test 

of time, and local residents can 
see the proof of that when they 
pass New Faith Baptist Church 
in Annetta.

The story begins 55 years 
ago in Nebraska where Darrell 
Shultz, who now lives in Annetta, 
lived with his parents.

His father was a pastor of 
a congregation, but due to the 
health of Shultz’ sister, the fam-
ily planned a move to a warmer 
Oklahoma climate.

 Ruth Studbendick, a mem-
ber of the congregation, wanted 
to give the pastor a going-away 
gift. 

“Working from a Christmas 
card, she hand-painted a repro-
duction of the design onto a 
piece of plywood and gave it to 
my dad,” Shultz said. “Until his 
death on Father’s Day, 1997, dad 
displayed that painting outside 
our home during the Christmas 
season.”

His dad would display the 
scene outside the parsonage in 
Oklahoma through the Advent 

season up until Epiphany, Jan. 
6.

When Shultz was in high 
school, the family was living with 
his grandmother in Dubuque, 
Iowa. Darrell decided to get the 
decorations out when Advent 
come along.

“Worried about the deterio-
rating condition of the wooden 
panel, I surreptitiously built an 
entire stable around the paint-
ing using scrap wood dad had 
stored under our mobile home,” 
Shultz said. My family came 
home to this surprise, loved it, 
and named the creche scene 
‘Barney.’”

“It was about six feet tall, 
about three feet deep or so 
and I put a flood lamp in it, to 
highlight the picture like dad 
did, except it’s inside the stable 
mount,” he said.

Shultz said the “Barney” des-
ignation came from his brother, 
who was about six-years-old at 
the time.

Shultz went off to college in 
Oklahoma, but returned home 
when he was 20 to introduce his 
fiancé to his parents. 

DARRELL SHULTZ/SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The latest rendition of”Barney” can be seen at New Faith Baptist Church in 
Annetta. Turn to BARNEY, page 2

Looking Back

The Year
In Review
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The Center is proud to welcome, 
Talha Riaz, MD

He is seeing patients at our Weatherford and Mineral Wells locations

Medical Oncologist and HematologistMedical Oncologist and Hematologist

Dr. Riaz is excited to be in North Texas where he will be close to his           Dr. Riaz is excited to be in North Texas where he will be close to his           
family and looks forward to helping and providing its community family and looks forward to helping and providing its community 
members with exceptional care. Dr. Riaz and his wife Dr. Bismah members with exceptional care. Dr. Riaz and his wife Dr. Bismah 
Siddiqui are parents to one daughter and are thrilled to be starting their new Siddiqui are parents to one daughter and are thrilled to be starting their new 
chapter in life here.  In his spare time, Dr. Riaz loves to travel with family and chapter in life here.  In his spare time, Dr. Riaz loves to travel with family and 
friends, enjoys music, and is also a huge soccer fan (Fan of Liverpool FC).friends, enjoys music, and is also a huge soccer fan (Fan of Liverpool FC).

HOPE IS HERE
SETTING A NEW STANDARD 

FOR ONCOLOGY CARE

Support services generously provided 
by the Careity Foundation 

FORT WORTH CENTRAL CAMPUS • FORT WORTH SOUTHWEST • ARLINGTON 
WEATHERFORD • BURLESON • GRANBURY • MINERAL WELLS • STEPHENVILLE

NICHOLAS YARROBINO, PA-C | DeETTE VASQUES, DO, FACOG, FACOOG, 
GYNECOLOGIC ONCOLOGY |BRENDA WARNER, NRCMA, |

CHERIE LINCOLN - SURGERY SCHEDULER | TONZA SIMON, NRCMA

WWW.THECENTERTX.COM
817.759.7000

Support Services provided by the 
Careity Foundation

(817) 835-5000
www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or 
attend school in Tarrant, Denton, 

Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St. 

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union 

White’s 
Funeral Home
130 Houston Ave. • Weatherford 

817-596-4811
www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family
serving 

your family
since 1908.

2020.
What is there to say about this year? It was a superlative year, 
and not in the good way. We all learned the limits of our ability 
to deal with stress, terrible loss, and a way of life that left so 
many feeling isolated and alone. Flexibility became key. Woman 
saved a lot of money on lipstick. And we all started waving 
when leaving Zoom meetings, like a weird game show. 

More than anything this year taught us how resilient and capa-
ble we are when we need to be. And how important it is to care 
about one another. And to take care of each other. 

Without further ado, here is the year in review.

JANUARY 10
Parker County Sheriff Larry Fowler issued instruction on how 
to handle an active shooting after a tragedy at a Fort Worth 
church leaves many in the community shaken;

Parker County commissioners called a town hall meeting on 
transportation to discuss roads and growth.

JANUARY 17
The city of Aledo approved a Tax Increment Reinvestment 
Zone, which allows for local businesses to get a tax benefit and 
encourages economic development;

The city of Willow Park demolished their former police and 
fire station building, which also formerly housed the city coun-
cil meetings, community center, and the East Parker County 
Historical and Genealogical Society;

The Jenkins Road community in Annetta North moved forward 
with their plans to gate Jenkins Road and privatize their neigh-
borhood.

JANUARY 24
The Aledo ISD Board of Trustees approved the sale of the 2019 
bonds, which will fund a second middle school, a sixth elemen-
tary school, and improvement and changes to several other 
campuses.

Shelby Kimball was honored by the Annetta City Council for 
being named the 2020 president of the Greater Fort Worth 
Association of Realtors. Kimball, who served on the Zoning 
Board of Adjustments, Crime Control and Planning District, 
and Planning and Zoning Commission, resigned from the P&Z 
commission to focus on his responsibilities in his new position. 

Aledo High School hosted its first-ever robotics competition, 
which helped expand such contests to the western side of the 
DFW metroplex.

JANUARY 31
The Aledo City Council approved a 741-unit assisted living facil-
ity on Bailey Ranch Road.

The Willow Park City Council reviewed plans for Cross Timbers 
Park, which will replace the playground that was removed to 
make way for the new public safety building. 

The Willow Park Police and Fire Departments hosted mem-
bers of the community for the ribbon cutting on the city’s 
new Public Safety Building, which was built using bond funds 
approved by voters in 2016. 

FEBRUARY 7
“Dancing With The Stars,” hosted by Randy Galloway, raised 
funds for Aledo Class of 2021 Project Celebration. The event 
brought more than 400 supporters out to watch local celebri-
ties dance the night away.

The Shops at Willow Park hosted “Celebrating Greatness,” an 
event commemorating the Bearcat football team’s ninth state 

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Removal of bricks when the old Willow Park Public Safety building was demolished revealed an older building underneath made 
of cinder blocks.

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

William Reynolds and Ryan Zarate examine the Circuit 
Breakers robot while the team awaits a warm-up round during 
Aledo High School’s first hosted robotics competition.
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CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 •SAT 8-2
WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Are you growing with us?”
Residential & Commercial

817-441-7777

• Topsoils & Custom Soil Blends
• Compost & Mulches
• Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas 
since l986

Pick up or Delivery Available

Infant • Preschool • After School Care

132 El Chico Trail
Willow Park, TX 76087

817-441-1773
SproutsAcademyAledo.com 

匀瀀爀漀甀琀猀
䄀挀愀搀攀洀礀

Infant • Preschool • After School Care

5073 I-20 Service Rd N
Willow Park, TX 76087

817-441-1906
SproutsLearningCenter.net 

匀瀀爀漀甀琀猀
䄀挀愀搀攀洀礀

New Center in 2018 serving the Walsh Ranch area

Learni�  Center

匀瀀爀漀甀琀猀
䄀挀愀搀攀洀礀

132 El Chico Trail, Willow Park
817-441-1773

5073 I-20 Service Rd N, Willow Park, TX
817-441-1906

SproutsLearningCenter.net 

11801 Camp Bowie Blvd, Aledo
817-560-4295

SproutsAcademyAledo.com
sproutsacademypreschool@yahoo.com

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED 
CALL CIRRA NETWORKS TODAY

(817) 259-1100  |  www.cirranet.net

RANCH HOUSE PROFESSIONAL BUILDING

126 RANCH HOUSE ROAD

MARCUS GLEATON, OD
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

ALEDO FAMILY EYE CARE
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

A MEMBER OF

visionsource-aledofamilyeyecare.com

Mark A. McAdams, DDS

Suite 800 • (817) 441-8003

CATLIN, LILLARD & CO. PC
Tax, Assurance,
Consulting,
Business Advisors

Suite 1200 • (817) 441-2600 • clc-cpa.com
S. Brian Catlin, CPA  Ralph Lillard, CPA

Trusted since 1977

23
96

58

Dale Mares, AAMS
817-441-5061
126 S. Ranch house Rd., #600
Aledo 

Insurance and discounts subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance 
Co. Life insurance offered through Allstate Life Ins. Co. & Allstate Assurance Co. Northbrook, IL; and American Heritage Life Insurance Co., 
Jacksonville, FL. Securities offered by Personal Financial Representatives through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA).  
Registered Broker-Dealer. Member FINRA, SIPC. Main Office: 2920 South 84th Street, Lincoln, NE 68506. (877) 525-5727. © 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

PROTECT YOUR WORLD

championship. The Bearcat cheerleaders and 
dance team performed and local dignitaries 
came to speak on the Bearcats’ behalf.

FEBRUARY 14
Fourteen students graduated from the Aledo 
Learning Center with principal Cheryl Jones 
presiding. 

The Aledo Art Collective, founded by Aledo 
ISD art teacher Arlene Shelton, prepared to 
open on Jearl Street in Aledo. Shelton said the 
collective was started to “broaden our sense 
of culture by establishing a community of 
like-minded artists and creatives.”

The Aledo High School Band Boosters hosted 
their annual “Bid The Sound” dinner to raise 
money for the Bearcat band programs.

FEBRUARY 21

Trinity Christian Academy shared their “Serve 
and Grow” program with The Community 
News. It places students in service roles with 
the Fort Worth Pregnancy Center, Riverside 
Academy in Como, and Birchman Baptist 
Church’s homeless ministry, among other loca-
tions.

Aledo City Secretary Deanna McMulllin was 
awarded her professional designation for 
recertifying with the Texas Municipal Clerks 
Association. 

FEBRUARY 28

The Willow Park City Council approved a 
three-story First National Bank headquarters 
along the I-20 corridor next to Brookshire’s.

TxDOT spokesperson Bethany Kurtz clari-
fied the design modifications at the FM 5/
Mikus/I-20 intersection that caused delays in 
the reconstruction project. 

Ben Oaks, a senior at Aledo High School, 
received his Eagle Scout designation in a cere-
mony at Oakridge Church of Christ.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Kajuan and Disa Billings danced a swank routine at the second Dancing with the Aledo Stars 
on Saturday, Feb 1.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

LEFT: Artists have their works on display at the Aledo Art Collective, founded by Aledo ISD 
art teacher Arlene Shelton. | RIGHT: Ainsley Henze, Everett Rose, Eric Jack, and Oliver Wight 
came to school as Henry Ford when members of the Fort Worth Model A Club visited Stuard 
Elementary School to give students a lesson in automotive history.

NEW YEAR 

PlainsCapital Bank Equal Housing Lender  Member FDIC2016

from Our Family to Yours

HAPPY

2021

817.840.4444
PlainsCapital.com
100 Crown Pointe Blvd. Ste. 
102 Willow Park, TX 76087
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www.metalmar ts.com

817-599-4186 • Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street • Weatherford, Texas 76087

GOING GREEN with COOL ROOFING

�
�

ENERGY EFFICIENT 
& LOOKS GREAT!

WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN

MULTIPLE SIZES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 25 years!

MMMetal Mart
THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
� RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
� CUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING � PURLIN & TUBING
� EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
� MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS � POWER TOOLS
� VENTS & SKYLIGHTS � HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
� SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT � INSULATION
� SEALANTS & CLOSURES � CARPORT PACKAGES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 28 years!

ALEDOALEDO

Bearcat ValeroBearcat Valero
421 N. FM 1187

East Parker County LibraryEast Parker County Library
201 N. FM ll87

CVSCVS
150 Bailey Ranch Road

Shell - AledoShell - Aledo
401 S. FM ll87

Shell - Midway FoodsShell - Midway Foods
100 S. FM 1187

The Community NewsThe Community News
1015 Champions Drive

HUDSON OAKSHUDSON OAKS

JJ’s FastopJJ’s Fastop
3196 E. I- 20

WILLOW PARKWILLOW PARK

Brookshire’sBrookshire’s
5118 E. I-20 Service Rd. S.

East Parker County  East Parker County  
Chamber of CommerceChamber of Commerce
100 Chuckwagon Trail

Exxon – Tiger MartExxon – Tiger Mart
102 E. I-20

Shell – Gateway # 3Shell – Gateway # 3
5111 E. I-20 N.

Willow Park Ace HardwareWillow Park Ace Hardware
4957  I-20 Service Rd. N.

WEATHERFORDWEATHERFORD

Weatherford ChamberWeatherford Chamber
401 Ft. Worth Hwy.

Get your copy of  
The Community News  

at any one of these locations:

community-news.com
817-441-7661

The CommuniTy news

TexSCAN Week of 
December 27, 2020

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTIONS
Real Estate Auctions: 10+/- ac w/Office, Home & 
Warehouse – Jan 21. Public Inspection 11-2 p.m. Fri., 
Jan 8. Three Rivers, TX, 345 & 349 Highway 72. Just 
over an hour from San Antonio & Corpus Christi. 
Auctions: 11am, Thu. Jan, 21, on site or bid live from 
anywhere at auctionnetwork.com. 800-801-8003, 
williamsauction.com/TX.

43rd Annual Cattleman Bull & Female Sale Jan. 
23, 2021, 12:00 Noon, El Campo Livestock Auction, 
El Campo, TX. Expecting 100 Bulls. Also selling 
a group of select females. www.cattlemansale.com 
Adrian Knight Tx Lic #11102, 903-452-7591; Kelly 
Conley Tx Lic #9558, 903-850-3449.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power 
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Schedule your FREE in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-855-704-8579. Special financing for 
qualified customers.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Have you been diagnosed with Non-Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma? If you have been diagnosed with the 
serious medical condition, Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, 
after exposure to Roundup herbicide, you may be 
entitled to compensation. Call Toll Free: 800-940-8469. 
The Law Offices of Foster & Houston PLLC, Principal 
Office: Austin, TX; Co-counsel may be associated. 

MAINTENANCE
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-855-901-0467 
for details. www.dental50plus.com/txpress.   6118-0219 

WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes – 
Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper Pulls. 
In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty or Clean! 
I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we can apply for 
one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or servics advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Henry Perez

• Concrete Work 
Color Stain, Stamped 
Concrete in all  
Designs & Patterns

Build Your Foundation Right  
The First Time

432.209.1154 • hperezconstruction@yahoo.com

• Excavation, Dirt Work
• Driveways, Ramps, Curbs
• Foundations
• Retaining Walls

103 W. Church • 817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

Propane Sales 
and Service

On the Square 
in Weatherford

YEARS
OF PROPANE

1958-2019

Jim Martin
REALTOR®

Owner – MartinLandSales.com

5600 E. I-20 Service Rd S
Willow Park, TX 76008

Ofc:  817.441.2102
Fax:  817.441.2511

Cell:  817.538.6846
Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com  

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVS & 
MOBILE HOMES

Matt Morris
817-529-5325 

matt@gusbates.com

Proud to 
Support the Aledo 

Bearcats

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra 
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affi liate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affi liated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments. 

817-732-4419
www.sarahmorrisdds.comEMPLOYEE BENEFITS, PROPERTY & CASUALTY, 

RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES
FAMILY DENTISTRY WHERE HONESTY & INTEGRITY MATTER!

State of the Art Sterilization Room
Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening

Massage Chairs and HDTV
Water Purification System

2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 · Fort Worth, TX 76116

MARCH 6
Incumbent Parker County Sheriff Larry Fowler handily won the 
Republican primary against three challengers. 

The Aledo City Council delayed a vote on whether to rezone a 
property along Old Annetta Road from residential to commer-
cial. 

Members of the Fort Worth Model A Club visited Stuart 
Elementary School to give students a lesson in automotive history.

Friends and supporters of the East Parker County Library were 
treated to an exposition on local history at the “Leap into 
History” event at Faith Presbyterian Church in Aledo.

MARCH 13
The Willow Park City Council denied a Special Use Permit 
Request to install a helipad in the northern part of the city. 

The East Parker County Chamber of Commerce held its annual 

awards ceremony, naming Aledo ISD its Large Business of the Year. 

The Aledo High School Treble Choir and Honor Winds 
Ensemble held a preview concert before a invitational trip to 
the National Choir Festival and National Concert Band Festival.

MARCH 20
COVID-19 began shutting down schools, businesses, and gov-
ernment offices, as new directives are released – sometimes 
hourly – from health departments. Events and travel are can-
celed indefinitely in many cases.

The Westgate neighborhood in Aledo is the location of a rash 
of vehicle burglaries, with multiple items stolen, including a 
handgun.

MARCH 27
Local businesses, impacted by the COVID-19 shutdown, began 
innovating ways to stay afloat and serve the community. Local 
municipalities looked for ways to support businesses and con-
duct essential business during the crisis.

Aledo ISD began planning during emergency meetings to serve 
students using remote learning.

APRIL 3
Via web meeting, the Aledo ISD Board of Trustees unanimously 
approved the schematic for Elementary School No. 6, to be 
located off FM 5 in the far western part of the district. 

Shawn Chick took as over the new owner of Pets West, a long 
time fixture for pet owners in east Parker County. 

APRIL 10
First responders from Parker County Emergency Services 
District 1 shared the extra precautions they are taking during 
the pandemic to respond to emergencies, including monitor-
ing COVID data and finding new supply chains. Chief Stephen 
Watson urged citizens to seek reliable information.

The Community News launched the “What’s Open” platform to 
help local residents find service providers during the shutdown.

APRIL 17
Aledo High School seniors faced a new reality during the pan-
demic: time-honored events such as the top ten percent ban-

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

LEFT: Tuesday morning’s (March 17) fog gave a sort of “ghost town” feel at Aledo High School, serving as a metaphor for the 
state of life in the midst of the Covid 19 crisis. | RIGHT: Vee, Marshall, and Wales Perry (triplets) examine nature in a creek at 
the Parks of Aledo (From March 27 issue).
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Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

KIMBERLY MEYER, ABR, CRS, GRI
REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com
4500 Hartwood Dr, Fort Worth, TX 76109-1840
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
Global Luxury Specialist

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Operated by a subsidary 
of NRT, LLC

Divorce, Custody, Collaborative Law, 
Adoption, Mediation, Assisted Reproduction, 

Wills, White Collar Crime, Government Investigations

401 Pitchfork  Trail, Suite 705, Willow Park, Texas 76087
Telephone: 817.548.5643  Fax: 817.719.9408

Gaydosduffer.com

Lauren Gaydos Duffer  |  Larry Gaydos  |  Brooke M. Wilson  |  Courtney Harbaugh Walker

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas 
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive 

Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity! 
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

215 Mesquite St. * Aledo, Texas 76008* 817-378-4423

*Livestock Feed
*Pet Food
*Bagged Fertilizer
*Salt Products
*Deer Feeders

Monday - Friday 
8:00am to 5:30pm 

Saturday  
8:00am to 12:30pm 

Mike Tandy
Owner

In Business Since 1996

TANDY 
METAL BUILDINGS & 

FENCING

Mobile: 817.925.5843

Weld up • Bolt up • Horse Barns  • Welding
Custom Pipe Fencing • Fencing • Metal Homes

www.tandymetalbuildings.com

1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662
24-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $4524-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $45
Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)

We have lots of room 
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

Kim Hanlon
Escrow officEr

officE: 817.441.5423
cEll: 817.825.3520
fax: 817.441.5639
E-mail: KHanlon@asrkfgroup.com

“You’ll appreciate the difference.”

Kim Hanlon
Escrow officEr

officE: 817.441.5423
cEll: 817.825.3520
fax: 817.441.5639
E-mail: KHanlon@asrkfgroup.com

“You’ll appreciate the difference.”

Fidelity National Title®

Office: 
Fax:

817.441.5423
817.585.4815

1604 8th Ave • Fort Worth, TX 76104
You’ll appreciate the difference.

Escrow officEr

khanlon@fidelity8thavenue.com

Kim Hanlon

709 N FM 1187, Suite 800, Aledo
817-732-7665 · 817-441-8100

www.fortworthcustompools.org
fortworthcustompools@msn.com

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com
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ACROSS

DOWN

 1  military NCO (var.)
  5  drug addict
  6  poet’s inspiration
  7  TXism: “pure as 
      the driven ____”
  8  Houston’s Ben
      ____ Hospital
10  “Monk’s” cable
      network
13  Alamo’s Travis (init.)
20  TXism: “quit spittin’
      __ the handle”
      (get to work)
21  TXism: “gone to
      ____” (deteriorated)
23  TX Johnny Horton’s
      “North to ______”
25  TX Johnny       
      Rodriguez’s “____ 
      __ By” (1973)
30  stroll, saunter
31  TXism: “spoiled
      ______” (brat)
32  Abilene Cooper
      UIL class
33  TX Larry Hagman  
      fi lm: “Getting ____   
      From __  All” (1971)  
35  defi nately needed
      in TX houses and
      cars (abbr.) 
36  distinguished TX
      poet, Wilson Baker
      (honorifi c + fi rst
      name)
38  toppers for Astros
      and Rangers
39  what some Texans
      do in Taos, NM
40  the last NFL team
      of this receiver
      “Rocket” was the
      Dallas Cowboys

  1  math calculations
  2  South Padre Island
      acquisition (2 wds.)
  3  lather again
  4  TXism for “short”
      (3 wds.)
  9  TX Gary Morris hit:
      “Baby ___  ___”
10  prepare a bloody  
      steak
11  dir. from Abilene
      to Austin 
12  smoking gun?
      (3 wds.)

41  rare African bird at the
      Dallas Zoo: ____ bustard
42  “null and ____”
46  a big fuss
47  sharp, twisting pinch
49  TX Katherine Helmond
      “Soap” role, Jessica
50  former Gov. Richards
51  TXism for “dice”
52  Rick Perry was __ Gov.
      when George W. was
      the governor

53  popcorn
      seasoning
54  TX-born pro
      wrestler, “Sweet
      Daddy”
56  evergreen
57  album by TX Willie
      and Merle: “Pancho
      ___ Lefty” (1983)

13  this Earp met
      “Doc” Holliday
      in Texas
14  TXism: “____  I
      ever wrapped a lip
      around”
15  Shelby County has
      the annual “____  _
      ___ Fishing Bream
      Tournament”
16  TXism: “tough 
      row to ___”
19  rank odor or taste
22  Santa’s helper
24  TX actress Chiles
      of “Moonraker”
25  Gov. “__” Ferguson
26  Marlin H.S. class  
27  Mr. Houston

28  seat of Kenedy
      County
29  assembled
30  type of watch 
      (2 wds.)
33  Levelland H.S. class
34  row boat blades
37  Merkel AM radio
39  TXism: “saddle       
      strawberries”

41  call letters of a 
      Emmitt Smith
      radio station?
42  go to the polls
44  Gov. O.M. Roberts
      spent 35 _____ on
      campaign in 1879
45  TXism: “I ____ it
      so bad I could spit”
48  ___-Mart
51  seat of Callahan
      County
53  TXism: “____ and  
      bones” (very thin)
55  TXism: “__  _ hog  
      had wings he’d be
      an eagle”
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quet, prom, and even graduation could be altered dramatically, 
if they get to happen at all. “It’s breaking my heart,” retiring 
AHS principal Dan Peterson said. “I hate it for them. You know, 
they worked a long time. But I totally get that it’s for the safety 
of everyone involved.”

Via Zoom meeting, the Willow Park City Council discussed the 
environmental impact of a water line project connecting Fort 
Worth’s water supply to Willow Park and Hudson Oaks. City 
engineer Derek Turner told the council that no significant envi-
ronmental impacts were expected. The council also approved a 
plat for a 117,000 sf senior living complex.

Via YouTube meeting, the Aledo ISD Board of Trustees received 
an update on distance learning and waived employee evalua-
tions in light of the shut down.

STEPHEN WATSON/SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Firefighter/EMTs Nathan Pool and Tyler Graves display the 
equipment they wear on medical calls during the COVID-19 
crisis. (April 10 issue)

APRIL 24
The Texas Education 
Association officially shut 
down schools through the 
end of the school year, and 
the University Interscholastic 
League shuts down sports 
through the end of the school 
year as well. Aledo ISD trust-
ees and administrators begin 
working through the logistics 
of the unexpected change and 
look to measures to try for 
in-person learning in the fall.

The mayors of Parker County 
sent Texas Governor Greg 
Abbott a letter asking him to 
return local control to cites 
amid pandemic shutdowns. 
“Our citizens have obeyed the 
governor’s orders and have 
done what was necessary to 
prevent the rapid spread of 
this virus in our community,” 
the letter read. “Our citizens 
and business owners are eager 
to begin the process of restart-
ing our lives and livelihoods 
and trust us, their local elect-
ed officials, to navigate the 
proper course.” 

MAY 1
Governor Greg Abbott 
announced his “Reopen 
Texas” plan, but not all details 
are immediately clear. Local 
COVID-19 task force lead-
ers began interpreting the 
orders to allow businesses in 
the county to reopen under 
certain conditions, such 
as reduced occupancy and 
enhanced personal safety 
measures.

In a special meeting via 
Zoom, the Willow Park City 
Council approved the site plan 
for The Ben Hogan Learning 
Center at Squaw Creek Golf 
Course. The facility will only 
be the second of its kind in 

TONY EIERDAM/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

At exactly 8:20 p.m. and 
2020 military time on April 
17, the lights at Bearcat 
Stadium were turned on for 
20 minutes to honor the 
Aledo High School Class of 
2020. That afternoon, Gov. 
Greg Abbott announced 
school closings for the entire 
the state for the remainder of 
the 2019-20 school year.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Firefighters from Parker County Emergency Services District 1 
“rescue” a 130-pound mannequin during a live fire training in 
Aledo on May 6.
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Pastor, Clark Bosher

the country. 

The Aledo City Council canceled its “Summer 
Blast” and approved the plats for the Parks 
at Aledo Bluffs housing subdivision via web 
meeting. 

The Aledo Childrens Advocats announced their 
annual “Glow Run” will be a virtual event in 
2020.

MAY 8
The mayors of Parker County banded together 
for a food drive to benefit the Parker County 
Commission on Aging and Meals on Wheels.

Weatherford College announced an uptick in 
enrollment for the summer session.

Salons and gyms, left behind in the first wave 
of reopening, are finally allowed to open their 
doors with special precautions. 

MAY 15
Aledo High School graduate Lexi Barton 
shared her tale of nursing in New York during 
the pandemic. “Be mindful of what you’re 
doing,” she advised. “Protect yourself and 
be mindful of those who can’t protect them-
selves.”

The Willow Park City Council approved site 
plans for a new building at Trinity Christian 
Academy, the THRIVE Learning Center, and a 
plat for The Village at Willow Park Phase 2. 
Nathan Crummel stepped into the city coun-
cil seat vacated by Gary McKaughan after 
Crummel ran unopposed for the seat. 

Local dignitaries, including US Representative 
Kay Granger, turned out to Squaw Creek Golf 
Course in Willow Park for the groudbreaking 
of the new Ben Hogan Learning Center.

Tri-County Electric prepared for its long-await-
ed move into their new headquarters on 
Bailey Ranch Road in Aledo.

MAY 21
Jamie Rinehart, an English teacher at Aledo 
High School, is presented with the Marva 
Collins Teacher of the Year Award for Aledo 
ISD. The in-person ceremony was canceled 
due to COVID-19 so the awards were present-
ed in abstentia. 

Instead of a traditional Top 10 percent ban-
quet for the graduating Class of 2020, stu-
dents were invited (in sections) to watch 
a commemorative video played on the big 
screen at Bearcat Stadium. 

MAY 29
Aledo High School principal Dan Peterson 
oversaw some of his last days at the campus 
as he prepared to retire during an unusual 
year. Peterson capped a 35-year career in 
education with  12 years at Aledo ISD. “Dan 
is truly a lifelong learner, modeling for all of 
us that each new day brings the opportunity 
to learn and grow and get better at your job,” 
said Aledo ISD Deputy Superintendent Lynn 
McKinney. “He has incredible patience and is 
calm, no matter what the situation. Most of 
all he has such an incredible heart, the love 
he shares with others through his many acts 
of kindness models for all of us the way we 
should behave every day.”

Carolyn Ansley, an assistant principal at Aledo 
High School, was named the new principal of 
the Don Daniel Ninth Grade Center Campus.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Barrett, Amber, and Michael Birdwell watch the Aledo Top Ten Percent slide show at Bearcat 
Stadium on Tuesday, May 19.

CHAPPELL

Hearing Hearing Care CenterCare Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste. 702 Fort Worth
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com

Happy New Year  
from our family to yours!

ALEDO FOOTBALL 
UPDATES
Because of early holiday press sched-
ules, please refer to our website at 
community-news.com for updates on the 
Aledo Bearcats football playoffs.

Happy New Year from 
The Community News!
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817-341-3331817-341-3331
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HEALTH CARE
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• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
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CARE
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Have you been diagnosed with

Non-Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma?

If you have been diagnosed with the 
serious medical condition,  

Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, after exposure to 
Roundup herbicide,

Call Us Toll Free: 800-940-8469
The Law Offices of Foster & Houston PLLC

Principal Office: Austin, TX; Co-counsel may be associated.

you may be entitled 
to compensation.

Life insurance 
from a real-life 
person.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Get life insurance that comes 
with someone local (me).  
I’m here to help you protect 
your family’s financial future. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708148

Bobby J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX  76008

Bus: 817-441-9966
bobby@bobbyrigues.com

817.441.1298

TACLB019133C
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Serving Parker County/Tarrant County

StaLLons
A•C

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
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0% interest for 

48 months. 
(With Approved Credit)
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Sports year in review 2020
It would seem quite remiss to The Community News family to 
not begin the sports review without a mention of the elephant 
in the room – stalwart sports editor and Aledo sports superfan 
Tony Eierdam. Tony had a way of filling a space with his pres-
ence and personality, but it was always filled with his passion 
for his profession and his love for the student athletes he cov-
ered. Tony was a force of nature, exactly what was required to 
cover the force that is Aledo sports. He lived, breathed, and 
bled Bearcat orange. And right before we lost him, we learned 
his passion earned him a National Newspaper Association rec-
ognition for Best Sports Section. 

He will always be remembered as a man of the highest jour-
nalistic principles, a fan of not burying the lede, and someone 
deeply devoted to the things he loved. May he smile upon the 
Bearcats in eternity. He will be deeply, strongly missed.

JANUARY 10
The Aledo Bearcats placed 24 players on the All District 4-5A 
team, including four superlative awards: Most Valuable Player 
Jake Bishop, Co-Offensive Player of the Year JoJo Earle, 
Utility Player of the Year DeMarco Roberts, and Co-Defensive 
Newcomer of the Year B.J. Allen.

The Ladycats soccer team welcomed back several experienced 
starters in preparation for district play and hopes of a deep 
playoff run.

The Bearcat soccer team, stinging from a first-round playoff 
loss in 2019, looked up make a deeper run under the leader-
ship of versatile senior Micco Little.

The Ladycat basketball team headed into district play with a 
decisive victory over Godley.

JANUARY 17 
The Bearcat soccer team defeated FW South Hills in an over-
time shootout to win the Moritz-Kia Tournament of Champions 
title. Junior goalkeeper Ryland Yates had the game-winning 
save.

The Trinity Christian Eagles played the Aledo Bearcats basket-
ball team in a rare non-district matchup, with former Bearcat 
Dayton Sheridan at the helm for the Eagles. The Bearcats won, 
60-34.

Ladycat soccer went 1-2 at the Moritz-Kia Tournament of 
Champions, but gained valuable experience. 

The Ladycat basketball team opened district play with a 50-45 
win over Abilene Cooper.

JANUARY 24
The first-place Bearcat basketball team downed Abilene Wylie 
(53-45) and Wichita Falls High School (52-35) to open District 
4-5A play.

After falling 35-31 to Abilene Wylie, the Ladycat basketball 
team rebounded to demolish Wichita Falls High School, 86-2.

The Bearcat soccer team goes 2-2 at the highly competitive 
Alvarado tournament. 

The Bearcat Powerlifting team took first place at the Springtown 
meet, led by Noah Loth, who took first place in his class.

Ladycat soccer went 2-1 at the Birdville tournament before 
falling, 4-3, to host Birdville in the final. Junior defender Grace 
Ornelas scored all three of the Ladycat goals in the final. 

The Ladycat swim team took second place at the District 7-5A 
swim meet, with several athletes advancing. Elijah Sohn and 
Hannah Farmer were named the Male and Female Swimmer of 
the meet, respectively. 

JANUARY 31
The Bearcats basketball team falls to 2-2 in District play after 
falling to Wichita Falls Rider and Abilene Cooper.

The Ladycat basketball team takes a 37-30 defeat from Abilene 
Cooper, leaving the Ladycats in fourth place in district play. 

Ladycat soccer hands 4A No. 2 Stephenville their first loss 
before falling to Midlothian, 5-2

The Bearcat soccer team exceeds the previous year’s win total 
after downing Northwest and Midlothian Heritage. 

FEBRUARY 7
New UIL districts are announced for Aledo High School: District 
5-5A for football aligns the Bearcats with Arlington Seguin, 
Burleson, Cleburne, Everman, Joshua, Mansfield Timberview, 
and Waco University. District 5-5A (non football sports) places 
Aledo with Azle, Brewer, Granbury, Wichita Falls High School, 
and Wichita Falls Rider. 

Elijah Sohn wins a pair of golds and Ava Willis places second 
in the girls’ 100-yard butterfly to advance to the Class 5A state 
swimming meet.

The Ladycat basketball team defeats Abilene Wylie, 50-29, to 
put themselves back in the hunt for the District 4-5A race.

The Bearcat basketball team fell to Abilene Wylie, 49-41, slip-
ping the bottom half of district standings.

TONY EIERDAM/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo junior goalkeeper Ryland Yates extends for the match- 
and championship-save during the overtime shootout during 
the boys’ championship game of the Moritz-Kia Tournament of 
Champions.

TONY EIERDAM/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo head coach Nikki Hyles pumps her first as the buzzer 
sounds as her Ladycats defeated Wichita Falls Rider, 41-36, 
Jan. 11 at Aledo to send District 4-5A in a four-way tie for 
first place.

TONY EIERDAM/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo’s Elijah Sohn dives off the block at the Class 5A 
Swimming and Diving State Meet on Saturday, Feb. 15, in 
Austin. Sohn broke a Class 5A state record in the boys’ 200-
yard freestyle. For more on the state meet, see page 11.
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The Racquet Cats took home hardware from the Peach Bowl 
tournament, with Katie Siddons winning first place in Girls’ A 
Singles.

Ladycat soccer defeats Mineral Wells 4-0 as they head into dis-
trict play. The Bearcats also defeated Mineral Wells, 3-1.

FEBRUARY 14
A 41-36 win over Wichita Falls Rider puts the Ladycat bas-
ketball team in a tie for first place in district play. First place 
Wichita Falls Rider held off the Bearcats 42-40.

An experienced Ladycat softball team prepares for the 2020 
team, hoping to deepen the previous year’s playoff run, includ-
ing the 2019 District 4-5A Offensive Player of the Year, Macy 
Graf.

FEBRUARY 21
Aledo senior Elijah Sohn broke a state record in the Class 
5A boys state swimming meet, swimming the boys’ 200-yard 
freestyle in a time of 1:37.02. Sohn also placed 3rd in the 100 
freestyle.

Amarillo Palo Dura outlasts the Ladycat basketball team, 
40-39, in bi-district playoffs. The Ladycats are led by Audrey 
Pierce with 13 points.

Bearcat basketball rolls past Abilene Cooper, 62-47, to cap dis-
trict play.

Bearcat soccer shuts out Wichita Falls Rider, 2-0, to move to 
2-1 in district play. 

Ladycat soccer downed WF Rider, 4-1, to take the District 4-5A 
lead. Sophomore Ashlynn Laughley scored six goals in the 
Ladycats’ first three district matches. 

Six Bearcat football players earned TWSA all-state honors.

FEBRUARY 28
The Ladycat soccer team shut out Abilene Cooper, 4-0, to 
sweep the first half of district play. Ladycat goalkeepers Emma 
Davis and Emily Thomas split the shutout in the Cooper game.

Lubbock Monterey eliminates the Bearcat basketball team 
in the first round of playoffs. Cole Nitsch (12 points and Max 
Newell (11 points) lead the Bearcats.

The Bearcat soccer team moves to 3-1 in district play after a 
victory on the road over Abilene Cooper. Colton Bryan scored 
the first of the Bearcats’ goals, shifting the momentum to the 
Bearcats in their come-from-behind win.

The Ladycat softball team finished 4-1 at their first tournament 
of the season.

Demarco Roberts, Graydon Morris, and Gracie Morris earn gold 
medals at the first track meet of the spring.

The Aledo varsity girls tennis team dominated their home tour-
nament with four golf medals.

MARCH 6
Ladycat soccer continued to dominate district play with wins 
over Abilene Wylie and Wichita Falls. Ashlyn Laughley, Grace 
Ornelas, Madison Bilbia, and Cheney Huddleston are top con-
tributors.

The state ranked No. 2 Bearcat baseball team sweeps 
their home tournament, with wins over Boswell, Saginaw, 
Nacogdoches, and Keller Timber Creek.

Wichita Falls seals a share of the district boys soccer title with 
a win over the short-handed Bearcats.

Aledo boys track dominates the Weatherford meet, winning by 
nearly 80 points. The girls team places second.

The Bearcat golf team wins second place in its home tourna-
ment.

The Ladycat softball team defeats Eaton, 14-11, with 15 hits and 
reaching base 29 times. 

MARCH 13
The Ladycat soccer team finishes with a pair of victories to be 
the undefeated District 4-5A champions.

The Bearcat baseball team comes back with a pair of runs to 
with their district opener against Abilene Wylie.

Bearcat track wins its fourth consecutive meet, and the 
Ladycats also place first at the Pioneer Relays. 

The playoff-bound Bearcat soccer team concludes district play 
with a loss to Abilene Cooper. 

MARCH 20
All four Aledo High School teams won their divisions at the 
Bearcat Relays.

Bearcat baseball split a pair of games at the Drew Medford 
Classic.

The Aledo Anglers took first place at the Lake Texoma tourna-
ment.

Amid Coronavirus concerns, the UIL suspends all sports activi-
ties through at least March 29.

MARCH 27
COVID-19 closures disrupt business at local dance studios, 
gyms, and golf courses.

JoJo Earle is moved behind the snapper for spring practices as 
the Bearcats create the strategy for the 2020 season.

APRIL 3
The UIL extends its shutdown of sports through May 4, but 
allows remote instruction for certain sports.

Aledo graduate Elizabeth Allenach reflects on a strong fresh-
man season at St. Louis College of pharmacy.

 

CHRIS D’AVINO/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo sophomore Ashlynn Laughley (9), shown getting past 
the Wichita Falls High School goalkeeper, scored five goals in 
the Ladycats’ first two District 4-5A matches, both wins.

MORE YEAR IN REVIEW 
WILL BE IN NEXT 
WEEK’S ISSUE!


