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ALEDO ISD

Board wins regional award
By Lori Burton
Region 11 Education Service 

Center
The Aledo ISD school board has 

been selected as the 2021 Region 
11 (north central Texas) winner of 
the School Board Awards program, 
sponsored by the Texas Association 
of School Administrators (TASA). 
This selection marks a district 
awards sweep for the district, 
whose superintendent (Dr. Susan 
Bohn) was recently named the 
regional Superintendent of the 
Year.

The Region 11 Education 
Service Center covers 10 counties 
and includes 76 public school dis-
tricts, 16 public charter schools, 76 
charter campuses, and 143 private 
schools ranging in size from small, 
rural districts up to the Fort Worth 
ISD.

A panel of local school super-
intendents selected Aledo ISD’s 
board as the Region 11 represen-
tative for this prestigious awards 
program. The board’s application 
has now been forwarded to TASA 
to be considered for the state-lev-
el award. The school board 
award, created by TASA in 1971, 
was designed to recognize those 
school boards that have demon-
strated outstanding dedication and 
have rendered ethical service to 
the children of Texas. The criteria 
emphasizes evidence of support for 
the improvement of educational 
performance.

The application process 
involves creating a digital booklet 
of information and documentation 
that address the following topics 
related to board activities:  

•	 Functions as a policy-making 
body

•	 Adherence to adopted board 
policies

•	 Support for educational per-
formance in accordance with 
state-established standards

•	 Support for educational 
improvement projects and 
school transformation initiatives

•	 Commitment to a code of ethics

•	 Provision of financial support 
for the school system

•	 Participation in workshops and 
other performance-improve-
ment programs

SHARON ELLMAN

The Aledo ISD Board of Trustees received the 2021 Region 11 School Board Award. Shown are (seated) 
Julie Turner, Jennifer Loftin, and David Lear and (standing) Jessica Brown, Board President Hoyt Harris, 
Superintendent Dr. Susan Bohn, Forrest Collins, and Jennifer Taylor.

Turn to BOARD, page 3

PARKER COUNTY

Lumber theft 
cases solved

Multiple arrests made
By Danie Huffman
Parker County Sheriff ’s Dept. 
The Parker County Sheriff ’s 

Criminal Investigations Division 
recovered more than $40,000 
worth of stolen lumber and building 
materials that had been taken from 
sites in Aledo and Weatherford in 
recent weeks.

Parker County Sheriff Russ 
Authier said five cases were solved 
with the arrests. 

“Our Criminal Investigations 
Division was swift in tracking leads 
to identify the suspects in connec-
tion with numerous cases reported 
over the past few months,” Authier 
said. 

Sheriff ’s deputies responded to 
several theft reports in the Aledo and 
Weatherford areas, where thieves 
took dozens of new windows valued 
at more than $5,000, dimensional 
lumber and hundreds of plywood 
Tech Shield Radiant Barrier (TSRB) 
sheets valued at more than $40,000 
from new residential construction 
sites. Victims reported several hun-
dred sheets of TSRB were stolen in 
June from construction sites locat-
ed in the 200-Block of Open Sky 
Lane and the 100-Block of Crimson 
Sky Lane in the Morningstar 
Development. 

The investigation led the Sheriff ’s 
CID investigators to the suspects in 
Fort Worth, where the stolen materi-
als were stored at various residences. 

Turn to LUMBER, page 3

Remembering Father Jay
By Randy Keck
The Community News

As Rector at St. Francis of 
Assisi Church in Willow Park for 
more than 25 years, members and 
non-members alike came to know 
H. Jay Atwood as “Father Jay.”

It is difficult to pin down a nut-
shell description of Father Jay. He 
was a pillar and foundation of the 
community for decades, pouring 
himself not only into his church, but 
into the community as well.

In all the years I knew him, I 
never heard him preach from the 
pulpit  but I saw him preach every 
day as he lived his life in service to 
the community he loved.

Shortly after moving to east 
Parker County Father Jay became 
a chaplain for the Aledo Volunteer 
Fire Department after a tragic acci-
dent left firefighters looking for 
answers. One former volunteer said 
he provided needed support when 
first responders went to an accident 
scene where there was a fatality.

But don’t think Father Jay was 
there at the accident scene in his 
robes just for the purpose of coun-
seling. He was there with his sleeves 
rolled up, ready to man a hose or do 
whatever needed to be done on the 
scene. After the department became 
more professionalized, he remained 
as chaplain and served on the Parker 
County Honor Guard.

Fred Knopp worked on the 
Aledo Volunteer Fire Department 
with Father Jay.

“Father Jay and I became close 
friends when we met at the Aledo 
Fire Department. We hit it off as if 
we were brothers. We got to know 
each other through the years driving 
back and forth and rooming togeth-
er at the A&M TEX Fire School.”

Knopp said there was nothing 
he and Father Jay couldn’t tell each 
other.

“Father Jay and I also shared 
many moments together as co-sign-
ers on the AVFD account, which 

KATHY CHRUSCIELSKI/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Jay Atwood, chaplain of the Aledo Volunteer Fire Department, talks to colleagues at a National Night Out event in 
2012. Turn to FR JAY, page 3

https://www.community-news.com/2021/07/aisd-board-wins-regional-award/
https://www.community-news.com/2021/07/local-lumber-theft-cases-solved/
https://www.community-news.com/2021/07/remembering-father-jay/
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ATEX TRASH 
SERVICESERVICE

PROVIDING EXCELLENT 
SERVICE FOR THOSE 

OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS

WEEKLY SERVICE: 
$35 PER MONTH

Locally owned and 
operated since 2010

TIM GREEN: 
817-344-8464

WWW.ATEXTRASH.COM

Pulliam Pools would be Honored to Build your 
Outdoor Stay-ca-tion Destination!

AWARD WINNING POOLS AND SPAS • LUXURY OUTDOOR LIVING SPACES
COMPLETE POOL RENOVATIONS • DEDICATED SERVICE TEAM

www.pulliam.com
HOME OFFICE • 2725 Altamesa Blvd. • Fort Worth • 817-346-4778

PARKER COUNTY OFFICE • 3851 Fort Worth Hwy. • Weatherford • 817-613-1910

Pool & Spa News Top 50 Builder - 19 Years Running • Committed to Excellence

TACLA67709Ewww.jwmechanicalsystems.com

IS 
YOUR 

SYSTEM 
READY 

THIS SEASON?

CALL TODAY! 
682-999-6062 

Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Maintenance Plans & 
Financing Options Available

Veteran Owned & Family Operated
Aledo Graduate - Class of ‘96

4 COMMON REASONS
FOR HVAC FAILURE
Debris Around the Unit
Heatpumps require approximately 18-24” of breathing room.

Improper Installation
This can reduce effi ciency by 30%.

Lack of Maintenance
Regular maintenance can increase a 
system’s life 5-6 years.

Improper Sizing
This causes strain on a 
system’s equipment, 
which will decrease 
the life of the 
unit.

Schedule your free at-home assessment

(817) 887-9401 | info@overturehomecare.com
3750 S. University, Suite 250, Fort Worth, TX

www.overturehomecare.com

Compassionate  
In-Home Care  

for Seniors

Life insurance 
from a real-life 
person.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Get life insurance that comes 
with someone local (me).  
I’m here to help you protect 
your family’s financial future. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708148

Bobby J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX  76008

Bus: 817-441-9966
bobby@bobbyrigues.com

Atex Trash Service is a locally 
owned, family owned business 
that prides itself on excellent ser-
vice for an affordable price. After 
11 years in business, Atex Trash 
Service is building an outstand-
ing reputation as a company that 
is truly here to build something 
simply by helping others, and it 
is that hometown business model 
philosophy that has quickly made 
them one of the fastest growing 
businesses in the community.

“We work hard to take good 
care of our customers and we 
are committed to building our 
business with sound principles 
and ethics in mind,” said Tim 
Green, one of the owners. “We 
strive to be a helpful and positive 
influence in the community, to be 
fair and honest in our business 
practices and to always make our 
decisions based on what is in the 
best interest of our customers, 
our employees and the commu-
nity while maintaining a healthy 
company.”

Many of us are cutting back, 
and being careful about what we 
spend in this economy. We want 
to save money on household 
necessities, but when it comes 
to services around our home, we 
don’t want to sacrifice our peace 
of mind to save a few dollars. We 
want our service providers to be 
honest and dependable, worthy 
of our trust.

Billy Green is that kind of 
man, and he raised his son, Tim, 
to treat others with respect. He 
encouraged and developed Tim’s 
heart of service. Watching his 
father, Tim had an example of 
great moral character and strong 
work ethic. Together they are a 
glowing example of honesty, reli-
ability and self-sacrifice. When 
you have the opportunity to visit 
with them, you instantly feel at 
ease. Their positive attitudes are 
contagious, and you will leave 
with a smile.

Together, Billy and Tim start-
ed Atex Trash Service as a way for 
them to serve their community 
- their neighbors. Being able to 
make a living serving others is a 
dream come true for Tim. Atex 
Trash Service has been helping 
area residents save money on 
their residential trash pick-up 
since July 2010. Tim and Billy 
Green are the dynamic duo of 
father and son teams, proving 
that you can provide Superior 
Quality Service at the Lowest 
Price.

Atex provides weekly trash 
pick-up for a flat rate of $35 a 
month for their standard service. 
“We realize however, not every 
family’s needs are the same,” said 
Tim, “We are able to customize 
plans for smaller and for larg-
er families.” They serve Parker, 
Tarrant, and Wise County areas 
outside of Azle, Springtown, 

Weatherford, Poolville and 
Aledo, and the area continues to 
grow! Just call and see if they can 
help you. Since they are a local, 
family-owned company, you 
know who will answer the phone 
when you call. Tim and Billy 
are available Monday through 
Friday from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and 
later if you need them. Just call 
817-344-8464.

You can also contact Atex 
through their website 24 hours a 
day at www.atextrash.com. It’s an 
easy-to-navigate website where 
you can contact Tim, sign up for 
new service, and even securely 
pay your bill online. You can also 
see what others have to say on 
their Testimonial Page or look 
them up on Facebook.

Operating this business 
means the whole family can work 
together! Tim’s sons Laken and 
Gaige have grown up, and they’re 
now the third generation with 
Atex helping to take care of the 
community.

“I’m happiest when I am 
doing for others,” said Tim, “and 
to be able to build something 
positive with my family, well, I 
simply couldn’t ask for anything 
more.”

Give Atex a call and see how 
they can help you. You’ll be glad 
you did!

Call on Atex Trash Service

301 Bailey Ranch Rd 817-441-6262
www.faithaledo.com

https://www.community-news.com/in-around-parker-county/
https://www.atextrash.com
https://www.pulliam.com
https://www.jwmechanicalsystems.com
https://www.overturehomecare.com
https://bobbyrigues.com
https://www.community-news.com/2021/07/call-on-atex-trash-service/
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RANCH HOUSE PROFESSIONAL BUILDING

126 RANCH HOUSE ROAD

MARCUS GLEATON, OD
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

ALEDO FAMILY EYE CARE
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

A MEMBER OF

visionsource-aledofamilyeyecare.com

Mark A. McAdams, DDS

Suite 800 • (817) 441-8003

CATLIN, LILLARD & CO. PC
Tax, Assurance,
Consulting,
Business Advisors

Suite 1200 • (817) 441-2600 • clc-cpa.com
S. Brian Catlin, CPA  Ralph Lillard, CPA

Trusted since 1977

23
96

58

Dale Mares, AAMS
817-441-5061
126 S. Ranch house Rd., #600
Aledo 

Insurance and discounts subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance 
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PROTECT YOUR WORLD

FATHER & SONS 
TREES SERVICE

“We Go Out On A Limb For You”

• Trimming
• Removals
• 24 Hour Storm Response
• No Tree Too Small or 

Large

• Dead Wood Mistletoe 
Removal

• Sick Tree Treatment
• Tree Repair Cabling
• Stump Grinding
• Lot Clearing

Don’t Let Tree Limbs Damage Your Property

SENIORS, FIRST RESPONDERS & HEALTHCARE WORKERS DISCOUNTS

PLEASE CALL US FOR

FREE ESTIMATE & INSPECTIONS
817-296-2880

Insured  
& Certified

Support Services provided by 
Careity Foundation

MEET OUR
ANCER-FIGHTING
ROCK ST RS

Talha Riaz, MD Medical Oncologist/Hematologist | Aaron Laine, MD, PhD Radiation Oncologist

WWW.THECENTERTX.COM | 817.759.7000
Weatherford

FORT WORTH CENTRAL CAMPUS • FORT WORTH SOUTHWEST • ARLINGTON
WEATHERFORD • BURLESON • GRANBURY • MINERAL WELLS • STEPHENVILLE

•	 Placement of the welfare of 
children served by the school 
system above personal or 
political motives

•	 Public relations efforts, 
including community 
awareness

•	 Maintenance of harmonious 
and supportive relationships 
among board members 

To participate in this awards 
program, school superinten-
dents must nominate their 
school board and submit the 
application to their regional 
education service center. The 
selection panel, which is com-
prised of area school district 

superintendents, evaluates 
the applications received and 
rates how well each applicant 
addressed the ten areas of focus.

“It is such a well-deserved 
honor for our school board to 
be recognized as the Region 
11 school board of the year,” 
Superintendent Dr. Susan Bohn 
said. “They are guided by a clear 
focus on our Bearcat students 
in their decision making and 
lead the ongoing success of the 
Aledo ISD. They are well-re-
spected among school boards 
throughout the state and by the 
community they serve, and I am 
proud to work alongside these 
amazing public servants.”

Aledo ISD’s school board 
will now join 19 other boards 

from across Texas that will be 
considered for the state award. 
The TASA selection commit-
tee will review all 20 regional 
entries and announce five final-
ists on August 11. These finalists, 
designated as “Honor Boards,” 
will then be interviewed by 
the state selection committee, 
and the state winner will be 
named the “Texas Outstanding 
School Board” for 2021. All five 
boards will be recognized at 
the TASA/TASB Convention in 
September.

Any Texas superintendent 
who is a member of TASA and 
has been serving as the dis-
trict superintendent since July 
1, 2019, may nominate their 
school board for this award.

BOARD
from page one

Security video recordings cap-

turing the suspects entering 
the Morningstar addition and 
taking the items from the con-
struction sites and loading it 
into their trucks, then fleeing 
the area. Sheriff ’s investigators 
said the suspects reportedly 
took building materials from 
construction sites located in 
Parker, Tarrant, and Johnson 
Counties.  

Investigators conducted 
surveillance at the addresses 
where the stolen materials had 
been stored, discovering pallets 
of plywood and dimensional 
lumber covered in tarps located 
in the back yards.  

The suspects were identified 
as Ivan Dominguez, 19; Carlos 

Mendoza, 45; Octavio Perez, 
18; and Nathan Baez, 17; all of 
Fort Worth.  

Medoza remains incarcerat-
ed on felony theft charges with 
a United States Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) detainer. His bond for the 
theft charge was set at $7,500. 

Dominguez was released on 
a $15,000 bond for the felony 
theft charges.

Baez was arrested on felony 
theft charges June 25. He was 
released on a $7,500 bond.  

Perez has an active warrant 
for felony theft. Investigators 
are seeking Perez’ current 
location.  

Sheriff Authier said he 
would like to thank Fort Worth, 
Haltom City and Burleson Police 
Departments for their assis-
tance in the investigations, and 
to Teague Lumber Fort Worth, 

Fort Worth Lumber Company, 
Simms Lumber Weatherford, 
and Texas Door & Window 
Weatherford for their help 
throughout the investigation in 
identifying tracking numbers 
and generating the fair market 
value of stolen materials.  

Authier said the case is 
ongoing and additional charges 
are pending the investigation. 

“Once the cases are com-
pleted, they will be forwarded 
to the Parker County District 
Attorney’s Office for prose-
cutions,” Authier said. “Our 
investigators worked diligently 
to locate the suspects and recov-
er the stolen building materials. 
All property was accounted for 
though proof of purchase with 
the assistance of the lumber 
companies. We are pleased to 
be able to return the stolen 
items to the victims.”

LUMBER
from page one

required us to meet regularly to sign 
checks and share much time together. 
My wife and I had the privilege of Father 
Jay marrying our oldest daughter and I 
believe to this day he put extra effort into 
it because of our relationship — it was a 
wonderful evening. Father Jay and Kathy 
truly have servant hearts from God, they 
give and give and never expect anything 
in return. I will never really understand 
why Father Jay was taken from us so 
soon, but I believe that God has a very 
important position in heaven for him that 
needed to be filled.”

Scouts
Father Jay earned the rank of Eagle 

Scout in his youth. As an adult, he was an 
active supporter of Boy Scouts, working 
with Pack 1099 and Troop 2001.

“He had a unique connection to our 
boys through the years. I served as Pack 
1099 Chaplain for two years, and I remem-
ber how Fr. Jay encouraged me to lead our 
opening prayer each Monday night at St 
Francis,” said Courtney Clayton. “He led 
the ‘God and Me’ and ‘God and Family’ 
programs so the boys could earn their 
BSA Religious Knots. My oldest son went 
on to earn ‘God and Church’ and ‘God 
and Life’ with the guidance of Fr Jay. We 
had to postpone his Eagle Court of Honor 

FR JAY
from page one

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Father Jay Atwood (center), chaplain of the Aledo Volunteer Fire Department, helps 
Jeff Bergt with final preparations for the Parker County Honor Guard’s appearance 
at the ribbon cutting ceremony for the re-opening of the Ranch House Road/I-20 
intersection in 2006. Members of the honor guard are (from left) Ron Kolber (Central 
Community VFD), Bergt (Greenwood Rural VFD), and Ian Christiansen and Fred 
Knopp of the Aledo VFD.

Turn to SCOUTS, page 5

https://visionsource-aledofamilyeyecare.com
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The Texas Legislature convened in special 
session last Thursday and GOP legislators 
introduced a fresh set of voting bills after 
Democrats blocked an earlier attempt during 
the regular session by walking out in May, 
preventing a quorum.

HB3 and SB 1 don’t include some of the 
more controversial measures that were in 
the previous bill, such as restricting voting 
on Sundays. KUT.org reported the new bills 
include new ID requirements for people vot-
ing by mail and banning local election officials 
from sending vote-by-mail applications that 
have not been requested by the applicant.

The measures, still largely opposed by 
Democrats and voting rights groups, also 
ban drive-through voting and extended hours 
during early voting. Those backing the new 
bills say those extended hours encourage 
voter fraud, though there is no evidence of 
widespread fraud during the 2020 election. 
Republican lawmakers are pushing for a full 
House floor vote this week.

Editor’s Note: Since this was written, many 
Democratic legislators have walked out again 
in order to stymie Republican efforts in the 
legislature.

Gov. Greg Abbott announced the topics to 
be considered during the special session the 
day before it opened. Besides the voting bills, 
they include:

• Bail reform to “protect the public from 
accused criminals who may be released on bail;”

• Border security with increased fund-
ing to support law-enforcement agencies and 
counties;

• Social media censorship legislation to 
protect social-media users from being silenced 
by social media companies based on their 
viewpoints;

• Restoring funding to the Legislature and 
legislative agencies that was vetoed by Abbott 
after the walkout;

• Family violence prevention legislation 
to provide funding for education to middle 
school and high school students about dating 
violence, domestic violence, and child abuses. 
Parents would have the right to opt their chil-
dren out of such programs;

• Youth sports measures to revive leg-
islation passed by the Senate that bans 
transgender students from participating in 
UIL athletic competitions “designated for the 
sex opposite to the student’s sex at birth;”

• Abortion-inducing drugs legislation that 
would prohibit providing such drugs by mail 
or delivery service;

• Thirteenth Check legislation to allow a 
one-time supplemental payment of benefits 
under the Teacher Retirement System of Texas; 

• Bills targeting “critical race theory” and 
restricting how current events and the coun-
try’s history of racism is taught in Texas public 
schools; and

• Appropriation bills targeting proper-
ty-tax relief, protecting children in the state’s 
foster-care system and safeguarding the state 
from potential cybersecurity threats;

PUC ordered to  
improve electric reliability

Abbott also last week directed the Public 
Utility Commission to make major changes 
“to ensure the reliability of the Texas power 
grid,” the Houston Chronicle and other media 
outlets reported.

Abbott asked the PUC, which oversees the 
Electric Reliability Council of Texas, to improve 
maintenance on power plants and speed devel-
opment of some transmission projects.

“The objective of these directives is to 
ensure that all Texans have access to reliable, 
safe, and affordable power,” Abbott wrote in a 
letter released last Tuesday.

In response, PUC chairman Peter Lake 
in a letter to Abbott expressed “wholeheart-
ed agreement with its contents.” Besides the 
widespread blackout during the mid-February 
storm, a heat wave in June prompted ERCOT, 
which maintains the state’s electric grid, to 
urge Texans to conserve electricity as usage 
approached peak capacity.

$4.1 billion more  
in school stimulus funds

Texas will receive another $4.1 billion in 
federal stimulus funding for its public schools, 
the San Antonio Express-News reported.

The U.S. Department of Education 
announced last week that it had approved the 
state’s plans for spending $12.4 billion that 
was allocated to the state. According to the 
Express-News, the top priority for the Texas 
Education Agency is bolstering the mental 
and emotional health needs of Texas students 
by expanding tutoring and other methods.

TEA estimates Texas students lost 5.7 
months of learning during the pandemic 
school year. 

“The approval of these plans enables states 
to receive vital, additional American Rescue 
Plan funds to quickly and safely reopen 
schools for full-time, in-person learning; meet 
students’ academic, social, emotional, and 
mental health needs; and address disparities 
in access to educational opportunity that were 
exacerbated by the coronavirus pandemic,” 
Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona said 
in a news release.

 

Number of COVID-19  
cases in state rises

At 12,426, the number of new COVID-19 
cases in Texas increased 18% in the past week 
when compared to the previous week, accord-
ing to the Coronavirus Resource Center at 
Johns Hopkins University.

The number of new deaths in the past 
week dropped slightly to 151. Hospitalizations 
of lab-confirmed COVID-19 patients in the 
state were on the rise, with 1,927 currently 
in Texas hospitals as of Sunday, according to 
Texas Department of State Health Services.

The number of Texans fully vaccinated 
crossed the 12 million mark this week, DSHS 
reported. The rate of vaccinations in the state 
has slowed significantly in recent weeks, 
despite troubling reports of the spread of the 
delta variant of COVID-19.

 

Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning Texas 
journalist. He published a number of communi-
ty newspapers in Texas during a 30-year span, 
including papers in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. Email: gborders@
texaspress.com.

Capital Highlights

Legislature returns for 
special session

Gary Borders
gborders@texaspress.com

America’s neighbor to the 
North is good for the  
economy, good for Texas.

For over 150 years, Canada has been 
more than just a great neighbor – we are 
your best customer, closest security partner, 
and largest supplier of energy. Texas is an 
important part of all these mutual benefits.

Texans may think of other countries first 
when they consider international trade and 
cooperation. We understand that, but we 
think we should go against type and brag a 
bit about Canada’s contributions to the Texas 
economy.

Canada is often thought of in terms such 
as friendly, polite, and snowy. We own them 
all, but we also have a compelling economic 
and trade story to tell in Texas – we are Texas’ 
second-largest export market after Mexico. 
Texas exported $27.8 billion in goods and 
services to Canada in 2020, and nearly 700 
Canadian-owned companies operate right 
here in Texas. These companies account for 
almost 57,000 jobs throughout the state.

Beyond our common North American 
geography, we share values and interests, 
and multi-layered economic ties. Here 
are the adjectives I would use to describe 
our bilateral relationship and why Canada 
matters:

Prosperous.  Canada and the United 
States share the largest trade relationship 
in the world.   Our trade is balanced, fair, 
and supports growth and innovation in both 
our countries. Every day nearly US$2billion 
worth of goods and services cross the 
Canada-U.S. border. This prosperous eco-
nomic partnership supports good paying 
jobs in both countries. More than 5,500 
Canadian-owned businesses in the U.S. sup-
port nearly 900,000 jobs. We buy more 
goods from the U.S. than China, Japan, and 
the U.K. combined. 

Integrated.  Canada and the United 
States not only sell to each other, we make 
things together. Since the beginning of the 

pandemic, our countries have worked hard 
to maintain the two-way flow of goods, par-
ticularly medical supplies and critical inputs 
across our borders, while protecting our 
communities from COVID-19. On average, 
over 25% of a finished product we sell to you 
is American content. Just like most imports 
from Canada are used in production that 
puts Americans to work. These long-stand-
ing, binational supply chains have not only 
kept us safe, they have kept us competitive 
globally.

Reliable.  Energy from Canada – more 
than from any other country – contributes 
directly to U.S. economic prosperity, secu-
rity, and environmental objectives. We are 
your largest and most secure supplier of all 
forms of energy, carried by 71 oil and gas 
pipelines and 35 transmission lines across 
our shared border. We are also investing in 
new technologies and infrastructure to be 
a global leader in clean energy and inno-
vation.  Canada is developing our energy 
resources in a way that creates prosperity 
and engages communities, while reducing 
emissions and preserving the environment.

Steadfast.  Canada has fought along-
side the U.S. in defense of our common 
values through World Wars I and II, the 
Cold War, Korea, Balkans, the Middle East, 
and Afghanistan. In fact, Canadian Army, 
Navy, and Air Force officers are embed-
ded throughout the U.S. military, and at 
the bi-national North American Aerospace 
Defense Command (NORAD) at all lev-
els – protecting and defending our shared 
continent in search and rescue operations, 
interdiction of illegal narcotics, interception 
of non-allied military aircraft, and humani-
tarian assistance and disaster relief missions.

Canadian tourists contribute millions to 
the Texas economy every year. Canadian 
snowbirds, who feel welcomed when their 
Texas neighbors call them “Winter Texans,” 
contribute substantially through real estate 
investments, business sales, and tax revenue.

On July 1 we celebrated the first anniver-
sary under the United States-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement (USMCA), under which Texas 
businesses have continued access to duty 
free supply chains from Canada. Previously 
known as the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA), the updated agree-
ment preserves key elements of NAFTA, 
modernizes provisions to address 21st cen-
tury trade challenges, reduces red tape at 

Guest Column

Why Canada Matters

Rachel McCormick

Turn to CANADA, page 8

https://www.community-news.com/2021/07/legislature-returns-for-special-session/
https://www.community-news.com/2021/07/why-canada-matters/
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THE FINEST BRAND NEW BEST FEATURES NEVER BEEN USED 
NEW CONSTRUCTION  INDUSTRIAL FLEX  STATE OF THE ART 
COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR PARKER COUNTY PROFESSIONALS   

. VISIT WWW.CHAMPIONSBUSINESSPARK.COM TO LEARN MORE . 

www.metalmar ts.com

817-599-4186 • Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street • Weatherford, Texas 76087

GOING GREEN with COOL ROOFING

�
�

ENERGY EFFICIENT 
& LOOKS GREAT!

WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN

MULTIPLE SIZES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 25 years!

MMMetal Mart
THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
� RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
� CUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING � PURLIN & TUBING
� EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
� MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS � POWER TOOLS
� VENTS & SKYLIGHTS � HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
� SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT � INSULATION
� SEALANTS & CLOSURES � CARPORT PACKAGES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 28 years!

Groundwater Research Study
A TSU graduate student is studying natural 

springs in the following counties:

-Montague County
-Wise County

-Parker County
-Hood County

Join our study today!
-Does your property have a natural spring or previously 

fl owing spring? We want to hear from you!
Schedule a site visit by contacting:

Jeffery.hicks@go.tarleton.edu

FENCE SUPPLY

Wholesale to the Public

1508 Mineral Wells Hwy
Weatherford • 817-841-8577

@DuramexFenceSupplyWeatherford

FENCE SUPPLY
Come and check out our new store!

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com
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Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com
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913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747
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Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. and Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc:817-441-2425 • Fax: 817-441-2491
www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

Jim Martin
REALTOR®

Owner – MartinLandSales.com

5600 E. I-20 Service Rd S
Willow Park, TX 76008

Ofc:  817.441.2102
Fax:  817.441.2511

Cell:  817.538.6846
Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com  

Looking for 
the Top Dog?

THE 
COMMUNITY 

NEWS
Parker County’s only 

locally-owned 
newspaper

It’s a local call!
817-441-7661

Auto – Home – Life

Business – Legal Shield

705 N FM 1187
P O Box 967

Aledo, Texas 76008
www.doylemoss.com

817-441-9053
fax 817-441-7145

We represent:
• Germania
• State Auto
• Allstate
• Progressive
• Safeco
• and many others

Serving Aledo, Parker County and Texas

Doyle Moss
doyle@doylemoss.com

Linda Moss
linda@doylemoss.com

due to Covid and the Pandemic, 
but Fr. Jay graciously accepted 
our request to present my son 
with his last two achievements. 
Unfortunately, this never hap-
pened. It was an honor to have 
known Fr. Jay. I am so sad at 
our loss on Earth, but Heaven 
welcomed an amazing man.”

His service to scouting was 
not just local.

“Fr. Jay was passionate 
about the scouting movement 
and helped numerous scouts 
earn merit badges,” said Debbie 
Kerrigan. “He loved Philmont 
Scout Ranch and made two 
trips over the past few years 
participating and staffing 
Wood Badge (leadership train-
ing for adults). He was a man 
full of wisdom and yet so down 
to earth. He did not know the 
word ‘no’ and was a true ser-
vant leader. He touched so 
many hearts and will be deeply 
missed. Troop 2001 loved him 
dearly and we are better for 
knowing him.”

Community Service
As a former police officer, he 

provided support to the Willow 
Park Police Department (see 
letter).

He helped Aledo students in 
their UIL and other activities.

“Father Jay was always 
there for our kids at Aledo 
High School,” said former 
principal Dan Peterson. “He 
was a huge supporter of the 
Shattered Dreams program 
every two years when it was 
created by the kids and coun-
selors. Baccalaureate was 
another point of pride for 
him each year to support our 
seniors as they moved on to 
their next phase of life after 
graduation. He embodied all 
that made Aledo such a special 
place. I will miss his huge smile 
and caring heart.”

School board member 
Forrest Collins echoed the sen-
timent: “Father Jay was a great 
man who had an incredible 
heart for kids. He was a huge 
supporter of our school district 
and will be greatly missed.”

Just as his service to scout-
ing wasn’t just local, so his 
religious service was not lim-
ited to members of his parish.

Several members of Holy 
Redeemer Catholic Church 
commented on his help to their 
congregation.

“He was so kind and gen-
erous in helping our Holy 
Redeemer Catholic Church 
get up and running 20-plus 
years ago,” said Sheila Hill. “He 

graciously allowed us to have 
weekly Mass there until we out-
grew the church and had to find 
another location. He allowed us 
to rent some classroom space 
for our offices until we found 
land and built our own build-
ing. I remember that he would 
often come in and check on me 
late on Wednesday nights when 
I was working alone late into 
the evenings doing the book-
keeping as a volunteer, after my 
real day job. Such a great man 
of God.”

Jack Hunt, pastor at The 
Well, also has fond memories of 
Fr. Jay’s example.

“It was a lunch with our 
mayor and community pas-
tors that I first met Father Jay,” 
Hunt said. “As a newbie pastor 
to the community and the min-
isterial alliance, I sat quietly 
and listened. Jay, as I called 
him at first, referring to him 
as Father Jay later, I quickly 
knew that I wanted to be in 
his wake of wisdom, experi-
ence, and love of God and this 
community. To be honest, I was 
personally ‘hung up’ on the title 
of ‘Father’ to another man. But 
Father Jay Atwood loved his 
family, his family of God, this 
community, its first responders 
the way a good father would—
devoted, serving, complete. I’ll 
never forget the way he con-
cluded the prayer at that lunch 
when I first met him. Father 
Jay said ‘…and give us grace to 
continue your work in our com-
munity, because our churches 
are not full, so we need to do 
a better job.’ Body of Christ, 
let us champion this legacy of 
faith, hope and love left in the 

absence of this great man of 
God. We are all in the wake left 
by Father Jay’s life.”

Ron Johns, pastor at 
Oak Ridge Church of Christ, 
explained his relationship with 
Atwood this way:

“Many stories will be told 
of the tireless service, posi-
tive community influence, and 
attentive heart of this man of 
God. Father Jay’s life and leg-
acy improves the reputation of 
clergy in our community. 

“From a personal perspec-
tive, when this Church of Christ 
preacher wanted to expand my 
experience and understanding 
of life with Jesus, Father Jay 
became a gentle and generous 

SERVICE INFORMATION
H. Jay Atwood was born on October 11, 1954. A memorial 
service will be held at 2 p.m. Monday, July 26, at Church of 
the Holy Apostles, 3900 Longvue in Fort Worth. In lieu of 
flowers, the family requests that donations be made to local 
police and fire departments.

Just saying a few nice things about Father Jay 
will not work. The newspaper does not have 
enough room for Father Jay’s heart. In my many 
years with the Willow Park Police Department, I 
have never known Father Jay to deny someone 
his time, compassion, or laughter. He was always 
there for us first responders and made sure we 
knew how to find him, especially if we ever need-
ed him. Father Jay was one of us, so he under-
stood us very well. He knew and experienced the 
stressors of our profession and never stopped 
offering his compassion and brotherhood.

The Willow Park Police Department started its 
first CAPA program this year (Clergy and Police 
Alliance). Six clergy members from several 
churches joined and of course, Father Jay was 
front and center. He told me without hesitation he 
would find the time to help us with the program, 
along with becoming one of the founding mem-
bers. Father Jay assisted us with various aspects 
of the program to ensure its success, since he 
had prior experience with CAPA programs. His 
latest project was creating location maps for the 
other members, which would assist them during 
times of crisis call-outs. The five-remaining 
founding clergy members will surely make Father 
Jay proud and keep the program moving forward 
in his memory. 

It is going to be very hard to not hear Father 
Jay’s laughter, listen to his voice speak to us 
without hesitation and judgment, joking with us, 
his love, and his complete understanding. It will 
be very difficult to see his empty seat during 
CAPA meetings, to not see him walk into our 
Police Department lobby, and to look at the gifts 
he has given us over the years. Father Jay helped 
me through some very hard times of loss in my 
life and I am forever grateful. He was currently 
helping me with some projects he and I were dis-
cussing, and I know I must continue his work.   

Although my heart is broken and I cannot write 
this without tears, I know that Father Jay must 
continue his journey. Father Jay was an honest 
and good man and us officers were very proud of 
him. 

God bless you Father Jay, we love you, and thank 
you for everything. You are forever in our hearts. 

- Sergeant Jaclin Ramirez
Willow Park Police Dept.

Support Services

SCOUTS
from page 3

THOMAS PEIPERT/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The Rev. Jay Atwood pre-
pares to taste some of his chili 
during an intense chili cookoff 
in 2004.

Turn to CHURCH, page 10

https://www.championsbusinesspark.com
http://metalmarts.com
https://m.facebook.com/DuramexFenceSupplyWeatherford/
https://www.galbreaithpickard.com
https://www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com
https://www.galbreaithpickard.com
https://www.community-news.com/subscribe/
http://www.doylemoss.com
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JULY 19

Rotary Club of Aledo
The Rotary Club of Aledo 
meets from 11:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. the first and third 
Monday of each month at 
Sunny Street Cafe, 229 
Shops Blvd. Suite 103 in 
Willow Park. For more infor-
mation, visit aledorotary.
org.

JULY 23

The Rainbow Fish Musical
Theatre Off The Square in 
Weatherford will present its 
annual youth production, The 
Rainbow Fish Musical, two 
weekends beginning July 23.

Friday and Saturday per-
formances will be at 7:30 
p.m. and Sunday perfor-
mances will be at 2 p.m. 
at Theatre off the Square, 
114 North Denton Street in 
Weatherford.

Tickets for children 12 
and under are $10 for all 
performances (seating 
has returned to normal, 
pre-pandemic setup: full 
capacity, reserved seating). 
Masks are optional. To 
purchase tickets for in-per-
son performances, visit 
https://buy.ticketstothecity.
com/purchase.php?event_
id=9544. For streaming 
access, visit https://www.
showtix4u.com/event-de-
tails/54839

JULY 24

‘The Three Billy Goats 
Gruff’ takes the stage for 
young audience
Weatherford College 
Summer Stage presents 
“The Three Billy Goats 
Gruff” the last two week-
ends in July in the Alkek 
Fine Arts Center.

 Shows are 10 a.m. on 
Saturdays, July 24 and 31, 
and at  1 p.m. on Sundays, 
July 25 and Aug. 1. 
Admission is free and doors 
open 30 minutes before 
showtime.
This production is geared 
specifically for a young 
audience and has a short 
run time. Children will 
enjoy the classic Norwegian 
tale of three young goats in 
search of a new food supply 
who come across a lonely 
troll and make a new friend.

JULY 27

Aledo Community Lions 
Club
The Aledo Community 
Lions Club meets from 12-1 
p.m. the fourth Tuesday 
of each month at the 
Aledo Community Center. 
The public is invited. For 
more information call Bob 
Carlson at 817-718-4902.

AUGUST 2

Fall Prevention Class
The Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service in Parker 
County and the North 
Central Texas Area Agency 
on Aging are offering a free 
program designed to reduce 
the risk of falls, increase 
physical activity, and sus-
tain longer independent 
living among older adults. 

The classes run from 10 
a.m. to noon on Mondays 
and Wednesdays beginning 
Aug. 2 at the Parker County 
Extension Office, 604 North 
Main Street in Weatherford.

“A Matter of Balance” is an 
evidence-based program 
that uses volunteer coaches 
to teach participants how to 
overcome their fear of fall-
ing, increase their strength 
and balance and improve 
their environment.

The classes are free, but 
space is limited. To reg-
ister, visit https://www.
nctcog.org/aging-services/
classes, call Kathy Smith 
at 817-598-6168, or email 
kl-smith@tamu.edu.

Rotary Club of Aledo
The Rotary Club of Aledo 
meets from 11:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. the first and third 
Monday of each month at 
Sunny Street Cafe, 229 
Shops Blvd. Suite 103 in 
Willow Park. For more infor-
mation, visit aledorotary.org.

AUGUST 10

Cancer Support Group
A support group to create 
a space for those who have 
battled or are battling can-
cer meets at 6:30 p.m. the 
second Tuesday of each 
month at Aledo United 
Methodist Church, 100 
Pecan Dr. in Aledo.

For more information, email 
Joan Ward at jcjkat1959@
gmail.com.

AUGUST 12

2021 Fashion Show
Arlene Gale will be the 
featured speaker when 
Sanctified Hope holds its 
2021 Fashion Show at 11:30 

a.m. Thursday, Aug. 12, at 
Trinity Bible Church, 4936 
E Interstate 20 in Willow 
Park.

Available sponsorships 
include Title Sponsor 
($7,500); Gold Level 
($2,000); Silver Level 
($1,500); Bronze Level 
($1,000); or an individual 
ticket for $50.

Sanctified Hope Home for 
Women provides a safe, 
learning environment for 
women who have recently 
been released from prison. 
Through a 12-18 month 
Christ-centered program, 
women journey to freedom 

and success. They will 
participate in Bible-based 
discipleship training, voca-
tional classes, job training, 
volunteer programs, which 
will then lead to full-time 
employment.

For more information, call 
817-901-5446 or email sha-
ron@sanctifiedhope.org.

AUGUST 13

Parker County Women’s 
and Newcomers’ Club
Laurie Chance Smith, 
author of “Around Veal’s 
Station,” will be the fea-
tured speaker at the 

August meeting of the The 
Parker County Women’s 
and Newcomers’ Club, 
which meets at 9:30 a.m. 
on the second Friday 
of every month at First 
United Methodist Family 
Life Center, 301 S. Main 
in Weatherford. The social 
hour, including Club Shop, 
begins at 9:30 a.m. The 
business meeting, including 
program, is at 10:30 a.m. 
Lunch is $11. Please make 
lunch reservations by call-
ing Shirley at 817-757-7379. 
For more information on the 
organization, visit pcwnc.
org.

(817) 835-5000
www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or 
attend school in Tarrant, Denton, 

Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St. 

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union 

White’s 
Funeral Home
130 Houston Ave. • Weatherford 

817-596-4811
www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family
serving 

your family
since 1908.
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by Charley & Guy Orbison
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ACROSS

DOWN

   1  TXism: “tight as a 
      cinch on  _  ___  
      horse”
  5  TXism: “he sneezes
      through silk”
  6  pecan is the Texas
      state  ____
  7  SMU Raymond who
      was a great receiver
      for Baltimore (init.)
  8  TXism: “I’ll __  _
      monkey’s uncle”
  9  TXism: “useless as
      panty hose __  _ 
      ___”
15  “____ in the neck”
16  dangerous Texas
      funnels
19  Texans rely on local
      television for
      weather ___  ____
21  Texans know how
      to ____  _ tale
22  Russian cavalry
27  prepare to publish
28  Texas troopers
      use _  _____ gun
29  use a key
30  this Matt lost his
      seat in the Texas
      House in 2018
32  Gov. “__” Ferguson
33  Texas pronghorn,
      e.g.
36  TX Joe Don was in
      “Cape Fear” with
      Robert de ____
37  this Mary Kay was
      TX cosmetics queen
38  fancy way to say
      woman’s bedroom
39  periods between
      sunrise and sunset

  1  ex-Astro 
      manager Howe
  2  cone-bearing    
      evergreen tree
  3  “Cowpokes” artist
      (2 wds.)
  4  Columbus, TX
      newspaper (3 wds.)
  8  TX Bonnie & 
      Clyde target
  9  TXism: “she’d have
      __  _____  __  
      _____ to cast a       
      shadow” (skinny)
10  TXism: “it’s root
      hog __ die”
11  TX B.J. Thomas’
      “New Looks From
      __ Old Lover”

41  TXism: “I’ll ______
      ____ teeth!” (threat)
44  “Beware the ____  
      of March!”
45  TXism: “got _  ___ of
      corn to shuck” (big job)
46  “____ of the tongue”
47  bro’s sib
48  what lies under Grand
      Saline, TX (2 wds.)
51  TXism: “I ____” (declare)
52  take on

12  love of country
13  TXism “neon light   
      ____” (inspiration)
14  TX Hayley Orrantia
      TV show: “The
      ____bergs”
15  TXism: “______  __
      the rafters” (crowded)
16  two San Jacinto
      battle cannon:  
      “The ____ Sisters”
17  slips away
18  “Roe v. Wade”
      Weddington, et al.
20  this Adams starred
      with TX Lynda Day
      George in “Racquet”
22  a Boulder, CO univ. 

23  TXism: “fi ts like 
      hide __ a horse”
24  big piece of bacon
25  Sutton County seat
26  really exists
28  TXism: “sounds 
      like _  ___ axle” 
      (bad singer)
31  TXism: “he speaks 
      with forked tongue”

34  in Falls County
      on U.S. 77
35  “Texas Tea”
37  TXism: “_  ____        
      of” (a lot)
40  TX Tanya Tucker
      song: “Texas
      When _  ___”
42  tejano band: “Little
      Joe _  __ Familia”
43  “Permian Basin
      International ___ 
      ____” (Odessa)
49  pub missiles
50  TXism: “six of ___,  
      half a dozen of 
      the other” (same)

P-1537
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53  TX Poetry
      Day mo.
54  actor Studi of 
      2003 TV fi lm
      “The Lone Ranger”

www.community-news.com

Pastor, Clark Bosher
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Matt Morris
817-529-5325 

matt@gusbates.com

Proud to 
Support the Aledo 

Bearcats

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra 
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affi liate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affi liated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments. 

817-732-4419
www.sarahmorrisdds.comEMPLOYEE BENEFITS, PROPERTY & CASUALTY, 

RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES
FAMILY DENTISTRY WHERE HONESTY & INTEGRITY MATTER!

State of the Art Sterilization Room
Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening

Massage Chairs and HDTV
Water Purification System

2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 · Fort Worth, TX 76116

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

16250 Old Weatherford Road 16250 Old Weatherford Road •• Aledo, Texas Aledo, Texas
For current Mass Times visit our website at:

www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org
For more information contact the Parish Offi  ce at 817-441-3500

103 W. Church • 817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

Propane Sales 
and Service

On the Square 
in Weatherford

YEARSYEARS
OF PROPANE

1958-2019

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
DAILYDAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
• LASER THERAPY
• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
• ONCOLOGY
• ENDOSCOPY 

BASEBALL

Willems drafted by Orioles
AHS star player to 
forego college and sign
By Nolan Ruth
The Community News

Former Aledo Bearcats catcher 
Creed Willems made Aledo history 
this week when he was selected in the 
eighth round of the Major League 
Baseball Draft by the Baltimore 
Orioles. The draft spanned from 
Sunday night to Tuesday with 20 
rounds as a part of All-Star Weekend 
festivities.

The selection is the highest an 
Aledo baseball player has ever gone 
in the draft out of the gate (Lee 
Gwaltney was drafted in the sixth 
round on his fourth draft). Officially, 
Willems was the 227th pick of the 
draft, a pick that did not come until 
mid-afternoon on Monday.

“I was called and was told to 
get ready,” Willems said about the 
selection. “I just thought ‘Man this 
is awesome.’ But until you actually 
hear your name called and they start 
talking about you, you know your 
dreams have come true. As soon as 
it happened I gave my parents a big 
hug and was out the door to go cele-
brate with some friends. It still feels 
so surreal.”

The process started a month ago 
after the Bearcats fell to Amarillo in 
the regional final. The week after, 
Willems traveled to Baltimore for a 
workout with the Orioles. That was 
followed up with workouts with the 
New York Mets and the St. Louis 
Cardinals.

“I was mainly focused on work-
ing out,” Willems said. “Getting 
stronger, faster, and I did a lot of 
hitting. I went up to Baltimore and 
had a blast. Camden Yards is one of 
the best ballparks in America and I 
could see myself playing there. I got 
to take some batting practice and hit 
one onto Eutaw Street and one-hop 
the warehouse in right field, and 
that was awesome.”

Willems, who was a TCU com-
mit, made it official on Twitter 
early Wednesday morning that he 
will be forgoing college and will 
sign immediately with the Orioles 
organization.

“After praying and talking with 
my family,” the tweet read, “I have 
decided that I am going to forgo 
TCU and sign with the Baltimore 
Orioles. Thank you to TCU base-
ball for extending me the offer and 

all they have done for me. But I’m 
happy to say, Go O’s!”

Willems finished his senior sea-
son with a .419 batting average, .539 
on-base percentage, 10 home runs, 5 
triples, 44 RBI’s, and 248.2 innings 
caught defensively. Aside from him-
self, teammates were just as excited 
for Creed.

“It’s not shocking at all,” team-
mate Max Belyeu said. “We knew it 
was going to happen. It’s just crazy 
to see that it’s actually someone from 
your high school team. He’s a great 
leader and he puts in the work every 
day. Without him, I don’t think we 
would have made it as far as we did. 
I consider myself very fortunate to 
be able to play with him.”

When the news broke, com-
ments from around the community 

KIRSTEN GALLON PHOTOGRAPHY

Creed Willems celebrates after hitting a triple in recent baseball playoff action.

Aledo High School in the Majors
Aledo High School graduates who have made it to the majors

Name Year Round Team Drafted from

Lee Gwaltney 1998

1999

2001

2002

28

29

27

6

New York Yankees

Seattle Mariners

St. Louis Cardinals

Philadelphia Phillies

Aledo HS

McLennan Community College

Louisiana Tech

Louisiana Tech

Sean Henn 1999

2000

30

26

New York Yankees

New York Yankees

Aledo HS

McLennan Community College

Brent Allar 2005 11 Milwaukee Brewers Weatherford College

Kane Holbrooks 2009 21 Minnesota Twins Texas State University

Ryan Talley 2014 Anaheim Angels (free agent after senior year at University of 
Texas at San Antonio)

Griffin Benson 2016 23 Atlanta Braves Aledo HS
Turn to CREED, page 9

http://myserortho.com
https://holyredeemeraledo.org
https://www.texasbutane.com
https://i-20animalhospital.com
https://www.community-news.com
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Classifieds

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas 
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive 

Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity! 
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

215 Mesquite St. * Aledo, Texas 76008* 817-378-4423

*Livestock Feed
*Pet Food
*Bagged Fertilizer
*Salt Products
*Deer Feeders

Monday - Friday 
8:00am to 5:30pm 

Saturday  
8:00am to 12:30pm 

Mike Tandy
Owner

In Business Since 1996

TANDY 
METAL BUILDINGS & 

FENCING

Mobile: 817.925.5843

Weld up • Bolt up • Horse Barns  • Welding
Custom Pipe Fencing • Fencing • Metal Homes

www.tandymetalbuildings.com

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

Kim Hanlon
Escrow officEr

officE: 817.441.5423
cEll: 817.825.3520
fax: 817.441.5639
E-mail: KHanlon@asrkfgroup.com

“You’ll appreciate the difference.”

Kim Hanlon
Escrow officEr

officE: 817.441.5423
cEll: 817.825.3520
fax: 817.441.5639
E-mail: KHanlon@asrkfgroup.com

“You’ll appreciate the difference.”

Fidelity National Title®

Office: 
Fax:

817.441.5423
817.585.4815

1604 8th Ave • Fort Worth, TX 76104
You’ll appreciate the difference.

Escrow officEr

khanlon@fidelity8thavenue.com

Kim Hanlon

KIMBERLY MEYER, ABR, CRS, GRI
REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com
4500 Hartwood Dr, Fort Worth, TX 76109-1840
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
Global Luxury Specialist

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Operated by a subsidary 
of NRT, LLC

1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662
24-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $4524-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $45
Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)

We have lots of room 
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

709 N FM 1187, Suite 800, Aledo
817-732-7665 · 817-441-8100

www.fortworthcustompools.org
fortworthcustompools@msn.com

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

Holly Green, Owner 
10943 S FM 1187 Road
Fort Worth, Texas 76126

“You Jingle...We Shingle™”
817.441.6973

service@brettcoroofing.com

Business Cards

TexSCAN Week of 
July 11-17, 2021

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTION
2 Day Farm Auction – Chouteau, OK – Thurs., July 
22, starts at 8:46 a.m.; Fri., July 23, starts at 10:36 a.m. 
Thurs.: farm equipment, shop & woodworking tools, 
welders, antiques & collectibles, generators, storage 
tanks, concrete tools & mixers, power tools and more. 
Fri.: 15+ John Deere tractors, Classic tractors, dozer, 
telehandler, skidsteer, hay equipment, bale wrapper, 
30+ flatbed & enclosed trailers, no-till drill, power 
washer, gravity wagon, wagons, buggies & carts and 
more. 5884 W. 620 Rd., Chouteau, OK 74337. For full 
terms, photos and updates visit chuppsauction.com. 
Chupps Auction & Real Estate, Dale & Maria Chupp, 
Coldwell Banker Neokla Select, 918-630-0495.

Corpus Christi Fleet Maintenance Auction, Sat., 
July 17, 10 a.m., 5352 Ayers St., Corpus Christi, TX. 
Bid live on-site or on-line. Viewing: Fri., July. 16, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.; sale day: 8-10 a.m. 10% B.P. Partial listing: 
backhoes, motorgrader, Cat D3C, steel whl rollers, cars, 
pickups, vans, dump trks, crane trks, trash trks, car lifts, 
mini ecavators, tire machines, compressers, lathes, 
utility trks, Pintel hitch tlrs, SUVs, ATVs, ambulances, 
brush fire trks, fire engine, a-frames, bumper-pull trlrs 
& much more. www.siskauction.com, TXS#7425, John 
Sisk Auctioneers, Inc., 361-456-7771.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 
power during utility power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 
1-855-704-8579.

RETIREMENT
NEED HELP WITH YOUR RETIREMENT PLAN? 
If you have questions about your pension, 401(k) or 
profit sharing plan, call the South Central Pension 
Rights Project at (800) 443-2528 to get free legal 
advice. Funded by the U.S. Administration on Aging, 
SCPRP staff provides free legal assistance to anyone 
with a question about their retirement plan. CALL US 
TODAY 1-800-443-2528.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Paraquat – Parkinson’s Disease. If you were 
exposed to the herbicide Parquat and have been 
diagnosed with Parkinson’s Disease, you may be 
entitled to compensation. Call 800-444-9112 for more 
information. Pulaski Kherkher, PLLC.

TRUCK DRIVERS
Be Your Own Boss, Choose Your Own Routes! 
Looking for CDL drivers to deliver new trucks all 
over the country, starting in Laredo, TX. Experience 
preferred. Must have DOT physical and be willing 
to keep logs. No DUIs in the last 10 years, clean 
MVR. Quality Drive-Away. Apply online at 
www.qualitydriveaway.com or call 574-642-2023.

WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001. 

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com..

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Take a 

newspaper 

wherever 

you go!

MEMBER 2021

TEXAS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

the border, and provides 
enhanced predictability and 
stability for workers and 
Texas businesses.

Being over 1,000 miles 
away from the tip of the 
Texas Panhandle can make 
it easy to forget America’s 
Northern Neighbor, but our 
shared values and inter-
ests, and deep connections, 
coupled with the powerful, 
multi-layered economic ties 
are definitely reasons why 
Canada should remain front 
of mind as we move forward 
together towards economic 
recovery.

Rachel McCormick is the Consul 
General of Canada to the states 
of Arkansas, Louisiana, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas. 
She was head of the Energy 
and Environment Section at 
the Canadian Embassy in 
Washington, DC from 2014 to 
2019.

CANADA
from page four

Looking for 
the Top Dog?

Parker County’s only locally-owned newspaper

It’s a local call •click • e-mail!
817-441-7661 • www.community-news.com

https://chappell-hearing-aids.com
https://www.community-news.com/subscribe/
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TACLA67709Ewww.jwmechanicalsystems.com

4 COMMON 
REASONS FOR 
HVAC FAILURE

IS YOUR SYSTEM 
READY THIS SEASON?

CALL 682-999-6062 
TODAY!

Heating and
Air Conditioning 

Maintenance Plans & 
Financing Options Available

Veteran Owned & Family Operated
Aledo Graduate - Class of ‘96

Debris Around the Unit
Heatpumps require approximately 18-24” of 
breathing room.

Improper Installation
This can reduce effi ciency by 30%.

Lack of Maintenance
Regular maintenance can increase a 
system’s life 5-6 years.

Improper Sizing
This causes strain on a 
system’s equipment, 
which will decrease 
the life of 
the unit.

CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 •SAT 8-2 WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Are you growing with us?”
Residential & Commercial

817-441-7777

• Topsoils & Custom 
Soil Blends

• Compost & Mulches
• Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas 
since l986

Pick up or Delivery Available

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED 
CALL CIRRA NETWORKS TODAY

(817) 259-1100  |  www.cirranet.net

Call your hearing care professional
to schedule an appointment.

New Pure Charge&Go AX hearing 
aids are the world’s first to offer 
Augmented Focus™ technology to 
deliver outstanding speech clarity 
without compromising comfort and 
awareness. 

Hearing technology 
clearly separate 
from the rest.

Learn more and listen 
for yourself: 

Rechargeable solution 
with portable charger
Rechargeable solution 
with portable charger

Greater than 25% better 
speech understanding in 
noise compared to own 
hearing aids* 

817-263-1971

chappell-hearing-aids.com

*Data on file. 

Offers available only
through 08/31!

FREE DEMONSTRATION.
Hear the difference!

RISK-FREE, 2-WEEK TRIAL.
Zero cost. Zero obligation. 

CHAPPELL

Hearing Hearing Care CenterCare Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste. 702 Fort Worth
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
• 15 minutes from Aledo 
• Most insurance accepted

817-901-9455
5050 S Hwy 5

Aledo, TX

EVERYONE WELCOME
WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC

poured in on social media. It was an 
outpouring that Willems said was 
very special to him.

“I saw all these parents of kids 
I would talk to, and they were 
congratulating me and putting it 
everywhere. It made me feel like 
maybe I was a role model and an 
inspiration to those kids. It just 
shows how great of a community 
Aledo is. I’ve heard from basketball 
guys, football guys, even kids who 

aren’t in athletics. The 
people here support you 
no matter what sport 
you play or what extra-
curricular you’re in, 
no matter what they’ll 
always have your back.”

He may be moving 
on to greater things, but 
it won’t be complete-
ly unfamiliar for him. 
Going to the Baltimore 
Orioles, Creed will be trading the 
orange and black for...orange and 
black!

“It’s too fitting,” he said 
with a chuckle. “I’ll always 
bleed orange and black. There 
will still be a little purple in 
there, I’ll still be a Horned 
Frog at heart for what they 
have done for me. But I’ll also 
be a Bearcat at heart.”

Willems will sign a con-
tract in the upcoming days 
and will start in the Orioles’ 
minor league system. The 

Community News will continue to 
track his career and provide occa-
sional updates.
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CREED
from page 7

TONY EIERDAM/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

In his sophomore year Creed Willems was voted as District 4-5A’s Defensive Player of the Year in a unanimous 
vote. Willems did not record an error in district play and never allowed a runner to steal a base.

Creed Willems

Baseball

Two Coyotes chosen 
in MLB draft
Orioles, Pirates tap 
former, recent  
WC players
By Crystal Woerly
Weatherford College

Two Weatherford Coyotes 
were selected in the recent Major 
League Baseball draft.

The Baltimore Orioles select-
ed former Weatherford College 
pitcher Carlos Tavera in the fifth 
round of the MLB Draft Monday.

Tavera is a Keller Fossil Ridge 
High School graduate who trans-
ferred to the University of Texas at 
Arlington after two years at WC.

In the 2021 season, Tavera 
started every series opening game 
for the Mavericks, finishing with 
a 3.04 ERA and setting a UTA 
record for strikeouts with 117 while 
only walking 33.

As a WC sophomore in 2019, 
he finished with a 7-4 record 
and a 1.78 ERA, registering 100 
strikeouts. 

He is the fourth former Coyote 
pitcher chosen by the Orioles orga-
nization (Brent Allar, TCU, 2006; 
Jake Arrieta, TCU, 2007; Jake 
Lyons, Oklahoma State, 2019).

The Pittsburgh Pirates select-
ed Weatherford College baseball 
player Brenden Dixon in the 
20th  round of the Major League 
Baseball Draft on Tuesday.

Dixon is an Argyle High School 
graduate who transferred to WC 
after playing one season at the 
University of Texas at Austin. 
Following his sophomore year for 
the Coyotes, he signed a nation-
al letter of intent to play at the 
University of Arkansas next season.

The infielder hit .335 for WC 
in 2021 with 53 hits, 13 doubles, 
two triples, and 10 home runs. 
He scored 56 runs and stole seven 
bases. He was the starting short-
stop for the 37-20 Coyotes.

He was Conference Co-Position 
Player of the Week Jan. 31 to Feb. 6 
after hitting three home runs, two 
doubles, seven RBI, four walks and 
seven runs over a seven-day span.

If he elects to sign a contract 
with the Pirates rather than move 
on to Arkansas, Dixon will become 
the 34th  former Coyote to play 
professional baseball.

Carlos Tavera Brenden Dixon

Subscribe Today!
community-news.

com/subscribe

https://www.jwmechanicalsystems.com
https://www.clearforkmaterials.com
http://cirranet.net
https://chappell-hearing-aids.com
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Don’t forget your four-legged 
family member when you travel!

• Boarding 

• Grooming 

• Heated & 
Cooled 

• Indoor & 
Outdoor Runs

• 24-Hour 
Attendant 

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071

Newly-Upgraded boarding facilities

Lori Fowler, Ph.D.
B R O K E R ,  O W N E R

405 S. FM 1187
Suite 400

817.825.8293
Charitablerealty.org

C H A R I T A B L E
R E A L T Y

Where Commissions become Donations

Over $550,000 Donated to Charity!

guide. I will never forget his kind-
ness, his positive feedback after 
listening to my sermons, his insights 
into loving the people of God. I 
already mourn his absence from 
this community. But I celebrate his 
ongoing contributions to our work. 
Rest peacefully my mentor.”

Ride for Heroes
Back in the days when we were 

doing the Ride for Heroes, we 
depended on Father Jay’s connec-
tions to insure good weather on the 
day of the ride. Up at the crack of 
dawn, Jay gained the title of “Cone 
Man” because he put down the safe-
ty cones along the 100-mile route, 
and then went back and picked 
them up after the ride.

Bobby Rigues, one of the found-
ers of the ride, expressed his feelings 
about Father Jay.

“Looking back to 2001 when I 
moved to East Parker County, I can’t 
think of a more influential person 
to the communities we share than 

Father Jay Atwood” Rigues said. “His 
support, wisdom, and efforts touch 
every community endeavor I’ve ever 
been associated with. His influence 
is found in the East Parker County 
Chamber of Commerce early years, 
the Ride For Heroes events, the 
Aledo Volunteer Fire Department, 
the Aledo ISD and countless of 
other organizations and committees 
he participated in. I can’t think of 
a better person to be considered a 
cornerstone to the foundation of 
community involvement. Father 
Jay’s passion for a better community 
is an example for all to share and his 
sincere friendship for us to cherish.”

In my years of covering events 
for this newspaper, it was difficult to 
go anywhere without seeing Father 
Jay there. He served on boards and 
commissions in addition to all of the 

above, and somehow he also found 
time to the the chaplain at Texas 
Motor Speedway.

I never saw him without a smile.

Father Jay will leave shoes too 
big to fill. But I take comfort in the 
fact that every time I see him in my 
mind’s eye, he is smiling or laugh-
ing. Sherry McKenzie summed that 
up: “I’ll miss that smile and chuckle! 
A life well lived!”

CHURCH
from page 5

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Father Jay Atwood of Aledo Fire Department puts out a burning hay bail at 
a grass fire near Center Point Road in 2002.

“I’ll miss that 
smile and 
chuckle! A life 
well lived!”

Sherry McKenzie

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

About 40,000 people descended on Weatherford for the annual Peach 
Festival on July 10. More photos are planned for next week’s edition.

Moritz Chevrolet · Chrysler · Jeep 
Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) · 817-696-2000

Moritz Kia · 8501 I-30 · 817-560-6000

Bearcats — Ladycats!Bearcats — Ladycats!

Just for
Just for

CONGRATULATIONS!CONGRATULATIONS!

Creed WillemsCreed Willems
Good luck with the Orioles!Good luck with the Orioles!

https://www.wc.edu
https://www.charitablerealty.org

