
Peach Festival return
They’re back: the peaches, the fun, the 
treats, and the entertainment.
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Wrestling
New wrestling program takes shape at 
Aledo ISD.
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Keeping Distance 
Tailgating seems to be on the rise in this 
area. Slings & Arrows
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PARKER COUNTY

Deputies 
arrest 
Amber 
Alert 
subject
One suspect  
remains at large
Special to The Community News

Parker County Sheriff ’s 
deputies arrested the bio-
logical father of an infant 
who was the subject of an 
Amber Alert on July 2. The 
father was identified as 
Joey Lee Ramirez, 21. 

Sheriff Russ Authier 
said it was upsetting to 
discover the father of the 
7-month-old had an out-
standing warrant for a 
family assaultive offense 
involving bodily injury 
issued out of Ellis County.  

“As law enforcement 
officers, we could not ignore 
a family violence warrant,” 
Authier said. “As much as 
we wanted the reunion to 
take place, we were satis-
fied to place the baby in 
the temporary custody of 
family members.” 

Ellis County authorities 
were contacted and con-
firmed the validity of the 
warrant. 

Sheriff Authier said 
Ramirez’ bond was set at 
$2,500. He posted bond 
and was released later 
Friday evening.  

Parker County Sheriff ’s 
Fugitive Apprehension 
Strike Team (FAST) mem-
bers arrested the child’s 
biological mother, iden-
tified as Faith Joann 
Reid, 20, Friday after-
noon in connection with 
the child abduction after 
law enforcement officials 
reported she and her boy-
friend, identified as and 
Marcus Allhoff Nast, 25, 
forcefully took the infant 
from the Ramirez’ by gun-
point believing the baby 
was in immediate danger.  

Ennis Police issued 
warrants for Reid and 
Nast on felony aggravated 
assault with a deadly weap-
on charges related to the 
kidnapping.   

An anonymous tip was 
received by FAST members 
Friday afternoon that the 
white Ford F150 extended 
cab pickup belonging to the 
suspects was located on Old 
Dicey Road with Reid and 
the child inside truck. Nast 
was reported walking on 

Turn to AMBER, page 3

Weatherford 
Art Association 
hosts Annual 
Peach 
Festival Art 
Competition at 
the Doss

As an introduction to the Peach 
Festival, the Weatherford Art 
Association holds an art competi-
tion each year. The galleries at the 
Doss Heritage and Culture Center 
are filled with beautiful paintings 
in all kinds of media from a metal 
sculpture to clay to watercolor, oil, 
pastel, and acrylic. In all there were 
160 entries, an increase from 2020 
with 40 of those entries by students.

The works are on display at the 
Doss, and patrons can vote for the 
People’s Choice Award. Vote for your 
favorite student work as well as your 
favorite adult work.  Awards will be 
presented at the awards ceremony 
at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, July 15 at the 
Doss.

See a slideshow of winning entries 
at https://www.community-news.
com/2021/07/weatherford-art-as-
sociation-hosts-annual-peach-festi-
val-art-competition-at-the-doss/

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Ballerina by Johnny Hogue Adult in 
Oil

First set of YSML members 
graduate high school

Chapter founded  
in 2018
By Sophia Cortez
The Community News

The Young Men’s Service 
League chapter in Aledo had their 
first set of high school seniors 
graduate. 

YSML is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization whose members con-
sist of mothers and teenage sons. 
From their son’s eighth grade year 
to their senior year, the organi-
zation develops leadership among 
its members. It helps deepen 
relationships between mothers 
and sons—the YSML chapter in 
Aledo partners with 24 different 
philanthropies around Parker and 
Tarrant County. 

The Aledo chapter was start-
ed in 2018 by Jennifer Herring. 
Wanting her family to be a part 
of and serve the community, she 
thought of YSML and how hav-
ing a branch in Aledo would offer 
many mothers and sons great ways 
to serve their community. 

“After talking to the people at 
nationals, I just decided ‘You know 

what?’ that this was worth put-

ting my neck out there for, and 

kind of bringing that legacy to this 

town and trying do that for all the 

moms and boys out there. And 

the philanthropies out here too,” 
Herring said.

Including Herring’s son, this 
year marks the first set of seniors 
who completed their four years 

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Chelsea & Carson Tatarevich paint the fence serving at The Mission 
Continues.

Turn to YMSL, page 3

Four on the 4th

KATHY CHRUSCIELSKI/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Tucker, Beckett, Emerson and Blakely enjoy ice cream at the Boomin’ 4th, held in Hudson Oaks. Hudson Oaks 
City Administrator Sterling Naron said he felt the event turned out flawlessly following a virtual event in 2020. 
By moving the food court to the north of Inspiration Drive, organizers were able to provide more space in Gene 
Voyles Park for distancing. More photos can be found on page 10 and in our slideshow at https://www.commu-
nity-news.com/2021/07/boomin-4th-2021/.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Texas Wheel of Color by Dorothy 
Sammons Adult 

http://go2fbt.com
https://www.community-news.com/2021/07/deputies-arrest-amber-alert-subjects-father/
https://www.community-news.com/2021/07/weatherford-art-association-hosts-annual-peach-festival-art-competition-at-the-doss/
https://www.community-news.com/2021/07/first-set-of-ysml-members-graduate-high-school/
https://www.community-news.com/2021/07/boomin-4th-2021/
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I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
DAILYDAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
• LASER THERAPY
• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
• ONCOLOGY
• ENDOSCOPY 

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

621 N. FM 1187, ALEDO, TX 
817-441-2702 • FAX: 817-441-2708

Store Hours: M-F 8:30-6:30 • Saturday 9 am-Noon

Now offering Covid-19 antigen 
(live virus) AND antibody testing 
by appointment with results in 15 
minutes. 

Covid-19 vaccine expected soon. 
Email aledo@hallspharmacy.com to 
get on the list if you are interested 
and we will contact you when we 
receive our supply.

Aledo Workspace provides flexible, comfortable work environment

The importance of a pleasant, 
efficient work environment cannot be 
overstated. But when you have a small 
business or office, options are often 
limited — too big, too expensive, too 
restrictive.

Aledo Workspace brings a new 
concept to east Parker County. Now 
open, Aledo Workspace offers a flexi-
ble, comfortable, and functional work 
environment with all of the amenities.

Flexible
If you just need a space with a 

desk, Aledo Workspace has it.
If you need your own desk, but 

don’t need an office, Aledo Workspace 
has it.

If you want your own office, 
Aledo Workspace has it.

Functional
The entire facility is equipped 

with high-speed internet and secure 
keycard access 24/7.  Mail service is 
provided, as well as a copier and fax 
machine.

For those important meetings, 
there is a reserved meeting room with 
A/V equipment, including a confer-
ence telephone.

And if you need a landline phone, 
Aledo Workspace has a state-of-the-
art system just for you.

Comfortable
You’ll relax the minute you walk 

in to Aledo Workspace, which fea-
tures a large common area with casual 
seating. Pour a cup of coffee in the 
large kitchen, or use the ice machine 

to prepare your favorite cold beverage, 
and then sit back and watch the large-
screen TV.

At Aledo Workspace, we are 
here to help you and your business 
reach your full productive potential. 
Whether you are an independent 
entrepreneur, a new start-up, or a 
DFW business looking for a satellite 
location, Aledo Workspace has the 
right space for you.

Opened in January of 2020, 
Aledo Workspace has already under-
gone two expansions to accommodate 
more than 20 tenants.

Go by and visit 1015 Champions 
Drive in Aledo, call 817-386-1500, or 
visit www.aledoworkspace.com to see 
where it can take your business.

ATEX TRASH 
SERVICESERVICE

PROVIDING EXCELLENT 
SERVICE FOR THOSE 

OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS

WEEKLY SERVICE: 
$30 PER MONTH

Locally owned and 
operated since 2010

TIM GREEN: 
817-344-8464

WWW.ATEXTRASH.COM

https://i-20animalhospital.com
http://myserortho.com
https://aledomedicinestore.com
https://www.community-news.com/2020/01/aledo-workspace-200110/
https://crossingaledo.com
https://www.atextrash.com
https://www.aledoworkspace.com
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GOING GREEN with COOL ROOFING

�
�

ENERGY EFFICIENT 
& LOOKS GREAT!

WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN

MULTIPLE SIZES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 25 years!

MMMetal Mart
THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
� RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
� CUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING � PURLIN & TUBING
� EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
� MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS � POWER TOOLS
� VENTS & SKYLIGHTS � HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
� SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT � INSULATION
� SEALANTS & CLOSURES � CARPORT PACKAGES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 28 years!

TexSCAN Week of 
July 4-10, 2021

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

ANTIQUES
Indian Artifact Show & Old Coins, Abilene 
Convention Center, 1100 N. 6th St., Abilene, TX 
79601. Show time: 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat., July 10th. 
Call 979-218-3351.

AUCTION
Corpus Christi Fleet Maintenance Auction, Sat., 
July 17, 10 a.m., 5352 Ayers St., Corpus Christi, TX. 
Bid live on-site or on-line. Viewing: Fri., July. 16, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.; sale day: 8-10 a.m. 10% B.P. Partial listing: 
backhoes, motorgrader, Cat D3C, steel whl rollers, cars, 
pickups, vans, dump trks, crane trks, trash trks, car lifts, 
mini ecavators, tire machines, compressers, lathes, 
utility trks, Pintel hitch tlrs, SUVs, ATVs, ambulances, 
brush fire trks, fire engine, a-frames, bumper-pull trlrs 
& much more. www.siskauction.com, TXS#7425, John 
Sisk Auctioneers, Inc., 361-456-7771.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 
power during utility power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 
1-855-704-8579.

RETIREMENT
NEED HELP WITH YOUR RETIREMENT PLAN? 
If you have questions about your pension, 401(k) or 
profit sharing plan, call the South Central Pension 
Rights Project at (800) 443-2528 to get free legal 
advice. Funded by the U.S. Administration on Aging, 
SCPRP staff provides free legal assistance to anyone 
with a question about their retirement plan. CALL US 
TODAY 1-800-443-2528.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Paraquat – Parkinson’s Disease. If you were 
exposed to the herbicide Parquat and have been 
diagnosed with Parkinson’s Disease, you may be 
entitled to compensation. Call 800-444-9112 for more 
information. Pulaski Kherkher, PLLC.

EMPLOYMENT
HOUSE MANAGER: Private ranch near Bastrop, 
Texas. Strong work ethic, good organization skills 
& flexibility required. Work schedule includes most 
weekends & some holidays. Responsibilities include 
supervision of house/kitchen, grounds & maintenance 
employees, managing house & grounds operations, 
purchasing food & operating supplies, menu & meal 
preparation, table service, clean up after meals, general 
house cleaning & doing “what it takes” to ensure the 
ranch house is always ready for family & guests. F/T: 
salary plus housing & benefits (med, dent, life, 401k, 
vac). Relocation considered. HS/equivalent educa-
tion, current driver’s license w/good driving record. 
Background check & drug testing required. Email 
resumes with work history including cooking & serving 
skills, salary requirements & references to HR@eprod.
com with HOUSE MANAGER in the subject line.

The City of Pharr is accepting applications for the 
following positions: Development Services Director, 
Public Safety Communications Director, Public Works 
Director, Public Works Assistant Director, City Clerk, 
EMT-Paramedic, EMT-Advanced, PT EMT-Paramedic, 
PT EMT-Advanced. Prior to employment, all selected 
candidates must successfully pass a thorough criminal 
background check, physical, and drug examination. 
Online application, position qualification, and job 
description are available at www.pharr-tx.gov.

TRUCK DRIVERS
Be Your Own Boss, Choose Your Own Routes! 
Looking for CDL drivers to deliver new trucks all 
over the country, starting in Laredo, TX. Experience 
preferred. Must have DOT physical and be willing 
to keep logs. No DUIs in the last 10 years, clean 
MVR. Quality Drive-Away. Apply online at 
www.qualitydriveaway.com or call 574-642-2023.

WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001. 

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com..

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Life insurance 
from a real-life 
person.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Get life insurance that comes 
with someone local (me).  
I’m here to help you protect 
your family’s financial future. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708148

Bobby J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX  76008

Bus: 817-441-9966
bobby@bobbyrigues.com

FENCE SUPPLY

Wholesale to the Public

1508 Mineral Wells Hwy
Weatherford • 817-841-8577

@DuramexFenceSupplyWeatherford

FENCE SUPPLY
Come and check out our new store! 16250 Old Weatherford Road 16250 Old Weatherford Road •• Aledo, Texas Aledo, Texas

For current Mass Times visit our website at:
www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org

For more information contact the Parish Offi  ce at 817-441-3500

103 W. Church • 817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

Propane Sales 
and Service

On the Square 
in Weatherford

YEARSYEARS
OF PROPANE

1958-2019

Lori Fowler, Ph.D.
B R O K E R ,  O W N E R

405 S. FM 1187
Suite 400

817.825.8293
Charitablerealty.org

C H A R I T A B L E
R E A L T Y

Where Commissions become Donations

Over $550,000 Donated to Charity!

foot in the area. 
FAST members 
arrived on the 
scene within 
moments and 
detained Reid 
and took custo-
dy of the infant. 
FAST members 
reported the 
truck had run 
out of gas and 
was parked on 
the side of the 
road. Sheriff 
Russ Authier 
said authorities are currently search-
ing for Nast. 

“If he is located, we urge the 
public not to approach him and 
contact their local law enforcement 
agency immediately,” said Sheriff 
Authier. “He is considered armed 
and dangerous.”

Nast is described as 5-feet, 
11-inches tall, weighing approxi-
mately 168-pounds. He has brown 
hair and brown eyes and was last 
seen wearing a red shirt with blue 
jeans. Nast has numerous tattoos 
including on his neck and face.  

You can remain anonymous when 
contacting tip411. You can submit 
tips online to tip411 or by logging 
onto www.parkercountysheriff.net 
or by calling Parker County Crime 
Stoppers at (817) 599-5555. 

Crime Stoppers will pay up to a 
$1,000 reward for any information 
leading to the arrest of the suspect.  

Reid was booked into the Parker 
County Jail on the felony aggravated 
assault with a deadly weapon charge 
out of Ennis Police. As of Saturday 
morning, she remained in custody. 
Her bond was set at $300,000.

AMBER
from page one

Allhoff Nast is 
considered dan-
gerous. A reward 
is being offered 
for information 
leading to his 
capture.

in the organization. She says that 
YSML showed many young men 
different philanthropies and service 
opportunities that showcase others’ 
struggles and trials over these past 
four years. Herring also recalls see-
ing her son and many other young 
men develop throughout their four 
years. 

“Seeing my son interact with the 
kids at special Olympics or seeing 
him feed the homeless and see-
ing him pick up trash on the side 
of 1187 on our adopted mile — 
it is heartwarming,” Herring said. 
“Developing a heart for service, I 
know that he will continue after he 
goes off to college.”

Herring is confident that YSML 
helped develop her son and many 
other young men into established 
adults ready to serve their commu-
nity in college. She explains that 
each young man will learn 28 dif-
ferent lessons throughout their four 
years. These lessons range from 
how to give a public speech to inter-
view skills. 

Will Moeller is one of the young 
men who graduated this past May 
from Aledo High School. He recalls 
his past four years being a part of 

YSML as a meaningful and positive 
experience.

“It offered me the ability to bond 
with my mom. It allowed me to give 
back to the community,” Moeller 
said. 

He says that being a part of this 
organization with his mom deep-
ened their relationship and created 
memories that will last forever. By 
serving his community with his 

mom, it helped him realize how 
much she did for him.

 “It really allowed me to be like 
‘Hey my mom is a pretty incredible 
influence on my life,’” says Moeller. 

He recalls one of his favorite 
memories being his first service 
opportunity at Beautiful Feet with 
YSML. He says that he and his 
friend lead a bible study with their 
mothers and how their work was 
meaningful. 

With only 25 spots per grade, 

YSML is a sponsorship organiza-

tion. Potential members need to be 

sponsored by current members. The 

organization is a four-year commit-

ment that lasts from eighth grade 

to their senior year in high school. 

Members are to complete 20 hours 

annually of service at a variety of 

different local philanthropies.

Parker County Peach Festival returns
The 36th annual Parker 

County Peach Festival is return-
ing with an expanded event area 
more than 200 arts/craft, food, 
and activity Vendors. The event 
will run from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, July 10, in downtown 
Weatherford.

Peachy treats are always 
featured, including home-
made peach ice cream, peach 

cobbler, peach pie, peach tea, 
peach smoothies, ice cream 
topped with fresh peaches, or just 
regular peaches.  

In addition to the vendors, 
many antique and specialty stores 
will have specials throughout the 
day.

Two entertainment stages 
will feature local celebrities and 
entertainers. 

For easy transportation to the 
festival, air-conditioned shut-
tles will run from Weatherford 
9th Grade Center, Weatherford 
College, or Heritage Park.

Admission is $10 for adults, 
$5 for ages 5-12, and free for 
younger than 5.

To purchase tickets, or for 
more information, visit www.
peachfestivaltx.com.

YMSL
from page one

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

LEFT: Kim and William Moeller are shown serving at Center of Hope. | RIGHT: Jennifer and Kaden Herring sort 
lettuce serving at Tarrant Area Food Bank.

http://metalmarts.com
https://bobbyrigues.com
https://m.facebook.com/DuramexFenceSupplyWeatherford/
https://holyredeemeraledo.org
https://www.texasbutane.com
https://www.charitablerealty.org
https://www.community-news.com/event/parker-county-peach-festival/
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ting the announcement, be charged a fee. 
The deadline for submitting announce-
ments is noon Friday for the following 
week’s paper.
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As Texans hit the roads this summer with 
pandemic restrictions eased and vaccinations 
widespread, the national average price of gas 
is expected to top $3 per gallon, though the 
average in Texas for regular is $2.799, accord-
ing to AAA. Drivers should expect prices to 
keep rising as demand rises, according to the 
Consumer Energy Alliance. 

“With oil’s continued push higher, fueled 
by continued strong demand globally and 
production only slowly answering, gasoline 
prices have had no choice but following oil’s 
rise last week setting a new 2021 high,” said 
Patrick De Haan, head of petroleum analy-
sis for GasBuddy. “…It appears the only way 
forward is for gas prices to continue to rise 
as Americans’ insatiable demand for gasoline 
continues to act as a catalyst. And with hur-
ricane season soon coming into its prime, we 
have plenty more catalysts for a rise in price, 
and few that could restrain the situation. 
Motorists should prepare to dig deeper for the 
second half of the summer, unfortunately.”

TEA releases test results; wide-
spread decrease in performance

State of Texas Assessments of Academic 
Readiness (STAAR) results for spring 2021 
show that outcomes for in-person learners 
were appreciably higher than those who 
attended classes online during the height of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The number of stu-
dents not meeting grade level increased from 
2019 across all subject areas and grade levels, 
with the exception of English, according to 
the Texas Education Agency.

“Thankfully, from early on, Texas priori-
tized the availability of in-person instruction 
during this tremendously difficult year,” TEA 
Commissioner Mike Morath said. “When stu-
dents come into Texas public schools, they are 
well-served by Texas educators — a fact that 
these scores confirm. But it is also painfully 
clear that the pandemic had a very negative 
impact on learning. I shudder to consider the 
long-term impact on children in states that 
restricted in-person instruction.”

School districts that had a higher percent-
age of students learning virtually had higher 
declines in STAAR results in all grades and 
subjects, TEA reported. For example, districts 
in which fewer than one-fourth of students 
were learning remotely saw a 9-percentage 
point drop in math performance from 2019 
to 2021. In districts were more than three-
fourths of students were learning remotely, 
the decline was 32 percentage points.

Higher ed gets  
$94.6 million in emergency relief

Federal pandemic funding continues to 
trickle down to Texas colleges and univer-
sities, with the latest round bringing nearly 
$100 million in emergency relief. Last year 
the state allocated $175 million in feder-
al funds to the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board to support higher educa-
tion during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Investing in our higher education system 
is the single best way to bolster the work-
force that Texas has become known for and 
accelerate our state’s economic recovery in 
the wake of COVID-19,” said House Speaker 
Dade Phelan.

About half the funding will go to expand 
capacity for high-demand and high-value 
educational opportunities, including work-
based learning and apprenticeships. Other 
programs to be funded include financial aid; 
establishing a one-stop advising resource to 
help students connect with higher education 
opportunities; and expanding outreach to 
adult learners to meet workforce demands of 
state employers.

Vaccinations slowly  
increase in state

The number of Texans who are fully vac-
cinated against COVID-19 reached 11.937 
million this week, or about 41% of the state’s 
total population, according to Texas Health 
and Human Services. Hospitalizations in the 
past week of lab-confirmed COVID-19 cases 
rose slightly to 1,502. New cases in Texas 
increased to 10,493 compared to the previous 
week, with 193 deaths recorded, according to 
the Coronavirus Resource Center at Johns 
Hopkins University.

 
Putting manufacturing  
sector in perspective

A report from the state comptroller’s 
office notes that Texas’ manufacturing sector 
contributed $241 billion to the state’s gross 
domestic product in 2019, about 13% of its 
total economic output. That is larger than 
the manufacturing output in both Russia 
and Mexico. Before the pandemic, manufac-
turing employed about 909,000 Texans. As 
of February 2021, seasonally adjusted total 
manufacturing jobs were below pre-pandem-
ic levels by 53,000, or nearly 6%. 

Many of the job losses were in industries 
tied to the oil and gas sector — fabricated 
metal products and machinery manufactur-
ing. Those two industries accounted for nearly 
two-thirds of the manufacturing job losses 
since the pandemic began in March 2020.

 
Most funding ever  
for transit operations

The Texas Transportation Commission 
approved $89 million last week for transit 
operations across the state, the most ever 
allocated at one time. About 60% of the fund-
ing comes from federal pandemic funds, with 
the rest provided by the state. The funding 
includes more than $10 million from the feds 
to help transit agencies manage the impact of 
COVID-19. Nearly 20 million transit rides were 
recorded statewide, even during the pandemic. 

“When most services shut down during 
the pandemic, these transit agencies con-
tinued serving thousands of Texans across 
the state,” TxDOT Executive Director Marc 
Williams said. “In a time when they were 
needed most, these agencies helped people 
get to jobs, groceries or the medical care they 
needed. This additional funding will continue 
to improve access for Texans.”

Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning Texas 
journalist. He published a number of commu-
nity newspapers in Texas during a 30-year 
span, including in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. Email: gbor-
ders@texaspress.com.

Capital Highlights

Gas prices at  
highest level since 2014

Gary Borders
gborders@texaspress.com

1 2 3 4

5

6

7

8 10 11 12 13 14 15

1816 1917

24 25 26 27

Copyright 2021 by Orbison Bros.

TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

20

28

36

42

45

48

50

51

52

53

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TX-born sports-
      caster Oliver, et al.
  5  TXism: “blind as
      _  ___”
  6  racehorse’s father
  7  in Wood County
      on U.S. 69
  8  portable computers
      made by a TX-based
      company (2 wds.)
16  dir. to Abilene
      from Andrews
17  it’s not Permian 
      High, but in the 
      same city (2 wds.)
21  dir. to Weatherford
      from Junction
22  Brownfi eld company
      is large supplier of
      ___ gum powder
23  “Cinco de Mayo”
      celebrates Mexican
      victory at this city
24  TXism: “___  __  _
      wet hen”
29  tapered piece of 
      wood for levelling
30  news/talk AM in
      Dallas (1080 kHz)
31  trauma area at
      Baylor hosp.
32  former afternoon
      newspaper in
      Amarillo (2 wds.)
34  Houston Oiler hall-
      of-fame defensive
      end, Elvin Be_____
35  TXism: “hopping
      ___” (angry)
36  it’s under a plate on
      the table (2 wds.)
37  a hunted animal
38  Dyess Air Force ___

  1  city of TX-based
      1980 fi lm “Urban
      Cowboy” (2 wds.)
  2  Taylor County seat
  3  ______ Falls, TX
  4  what cattle rustlers
      do, e.g.
  9  fi rst French settle-
      ment in Texas:
      “Fort St. _____”
10  Eve’s mate
11  “P” of MPH
12  TXism: “dot the i’s
      and cross the __”

39  singer of 1948 hit “Deck
      of Cards” (3 wds.)
41  a giver to charity
42  agcy. that helps econom-
      ically distressed areas
43  fl exible water tubes
44  TXism: “if it ain’t true, there
      ain’t a ___  __ Texas”
45  Dallas Cowboy hall-of-
      fame RB, Emmitt (init.)
46  “___ Rim State Park”
47  smooth, lustrous fabric

48  TXism:
      “his bark
      __  _____
      than his bite”
50  lines where
      fabrics are joined
51  paternity evidence
52  former governor,
      Richards (1991-95)
53  “you can ___ that
      again!”

13  old Bell Helicopter
      in Fort Worth made
      the V-22 _______
14  TX Prentiss of 1965
      “In Harm’s Way”
15  storage building
18  this Irving wrote the
      songs for TX Ginger 
      Roger’s “Follow the
      Fleet” (init.)
19  actor Jackie of TX-
      based “Smokey and
      the Bandit II” (1980)
20  more diffi cult
22  slum areas in cities
24  this Mickey owned 
      the honky tonk in
      1-down fi lm
25  high mountain

26  a stupid person
27  decrease
28  in 1861, Texas
      voted to _____
      from the Union
29  violently break
30  Crystal City FM
33  Gov. Hogg daughter
34  TX “ZZ Top” album:
      “____ Hombres”

35  TX Jack Earle was
      “Tallest ___  __
      the World”
37  TXism: “_______
      __ punch” (happy)
38  Boston is the seat
      of this county
40  “Fiesta Diez _
      ____” celebration
      in Beeville
41  “i” toppers
44  they’re made at
      Arlington GM plant
47  TXism: “__  ____
      you couldn’t stir 
      ‘em with a stick”
49  “want to,” lazily
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In recent years, as we have 
seen more and more cars on 
local roads, bad habits are 
starting to crop up. Several 
years ago we talked about the 
“Aledo Way.”

The Aledo Way was driv-
ing courteously, allowing cars 
in, and generally looking out 
for each other.

Unfortunately, I think 
some drivers are bring 
teir urban driving habits 
to the community. I have 

recently seen a huge increase 
in tailgating.

I can understand when 
you are in a hurry to get 
somewhere that you might 
want that car ahead of you to 
speed up.

But when you are on roads 
like Bankhead or Ranch 
House Road in Willow Park, 
and the car ahead of you is 
driving the speed limit, you 
should give them some room.

I think newcomers may 
not be aware of the number 
of deaths that have occurred 
on Bankhead. It can get very 
dangerous if you are driving 
too fast.

Tailgating decreases the 
time you have to stop if the 
car in front of you has to stop 
suddenly.

According to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration (NHTSA), 
rear-end collisions account 
for about 23% of all motor 
vehicle crashes, resulting 
in about 2,000 deaths and 
950,000 injuries.

If you are being tailgat-
ed, the American Automobile 
Association (AAA) recom-
mends that you stay calm, 
be extra cautious when you 
break, drive at a comfortable 
speed, and try to get safely 
out of the way.

Hand gestures were not 
mentioned, but the recom-
mendation was to avoid 
confrontation, so that prob-
ably leaves out non-verbal 
forms of communication.

Moving out of the way is 
impossible on Bankhead and 
many other roads here, so my 
advice is to slow down until 
the tailgater passes you.

Slings&Arrows

Keeping your distance

Randy Keck
rkeck@community-news.com

https://www.community-news.com/2021/07/gas-prices-at-highest-level-since-2014/
https://www.community-news.com/2021/07/keeping-your-distance/
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Support Services provided by 
Careity Foundation

MEET OUR
ANCER-FIGHTING
ROCK ST RS

Talha Riaz, MD Medical Oncologist/Hematologist | Aaron Laine, MD, PhD Radiation Oncologist
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Weatherford

FORT WORTH CENTRAL CAMPUS • FORT WORTH SOUTHWEST • ARLINGTON
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817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747
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4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087
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Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. and Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc:817-441-2425 • Fax: 817-441-2491
www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

Jim Martin
REALTOR®

Owner – MartinLandSales.com

5600 E. I-20 Service Rd S
Willow Park, TX 76008
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Obituaries
Karen Loraine 
Hernandez

Karen 
Loraine 
Hernandez, age 
77, passed away 
Thursday, July 1, 
2021.

Karen was 
born in Fort 
Worth on 
September 17, 
1943, to the late 
Bryson Cutler 
and Beatrice 
Petteway. She 
was a lifelong resident of 
Aledo, where she attend-
ed Aledo High School, 
then moved to Arlington 
Heights High School, 
where she graduated.

Karen went on to 
nursing school where 
she received her degree. 
She also owned a craft 
store which she loved very 
much.

Karen enjoyed nee-
dle point, crocheting, 
arts, crafts, going to 
craft shows, and making 
and giving homemade 
gifts.  Once a year, Karen 
looked forward to visiting 
with her classmates and 
friends that she grew up 
with at the Westland Kids 
Reunion.

Karen also loved the 
outdoors. She enjoyed 
fishing, watching football, 
and going to the Aledo 
football games.

She was a loving 
mother, grandmother, 
sister, and friend.  Karen 
had her life-long friend, 

Julian Hernandez, that 
she loved dearly.  She was 

loyal to her fam-
ily and spending 
time with her 
children and 
grandchildren, 
was her greatest 
joy.

Karen was 
preceded in 
death by her 
parents.

The Family 
would like to 
give a special 

thank you to Beyond 
Faith Hospice, for the care 
they gave Karen during 
the time she shared with 
them. 

Karen is survived by 
her son, Greg Jackson 
and wife, Melinda; her 
life-long friend, Julian 
Hernandez and his daugh-
ter, Angela Hernandez; 
five grandchildren; seven 
great-grandchildren, and 
one on the way; two sis-
ters, Mary Cutler and 
Rebecca Hancock; one 
brother, Bryson Cutler; 
and her dog, Harley.

The funeral ser-
vice will be at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, July 10, in 
Biggers Funeral Chapel, 
6100 Azle Ave, Fort 
Worth. Interment will 
be at Annetta Cemetery, 
Annetta, Texas. Visitation 
will be from 6-8 p.m. 
Friday, July 9, at Biggers 
Funeral Home.

The Community News 
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Juanita Faye Hudson
Juanita (Nita) Faye Hudson, 

age 83, passed away 
peacefully on Wednesday, 
June 30, 2021, in Fort 
Worth.

Nita was born 
on March 23, 1938, 
in Odessa, Texas to 
Leonard Alva and 
Era Irma Tibbets. She 
attended and graduat-
ed from Midland High 
School in 1956. She 
married Donald Henry 
Hudson on February 14, 
1959, and was happily married 
for 62 years except on those rare 
occasions when Don played too 
much golf or took those business 
trips to Mexico.

They raised two daughters, 
Donna Louise and Holly Kathleen. 
Nita was the perfect help mate to 
her husband, from supporting the 
family while he finished his degree 
to supporting Don’s “harebrained” 
ideas and entrepreneurial endeav-
ors. She worked at several oil 
companies in West Texas, but her 
true talent was helping people. 
She found her niche in city govern-
ment. She worked several different 
roles at the City of Bedford for 19 
years, City of Smyrna, Georgia for 
two years, and City of Granbury 
for six years. Her helpful attitude 
and organizational skills made her 
an invaluable asset to her employ-
ers and city citizens.

Nita had a passion for shopping, 
clothes, and jewelry. She loved 
bright colors and large matching 
earrings. Did we mention the shoes 
and handbags? They matched too. 
She loved to read; Don remarked 
that he would find multiple books 
hidden throughout their house. 

She also loved Frank Sinatra, play-
ing the slots, and bridge. However, 

her biggest joy was 
spending time with fam-
ily and friends, some she 
had known since grade 
school. Nita truly found 
the most joy in being 
with and helping people.

Nita was preceded in 
death by her parents and 
younger brother, Leonard 
Anthony Tibbets. She 
is survived by her hus-
band, Don; her daughter 
Donna Smith and hus-

band Steven Harlow of Benbrook; 
her daughter Holly Hudson and 
husband Robert Bivens of Dallas; 
granddaughter Kacie Smith and 
partner Clifford Helm of Chicago 
Illinois; grandson Nils Smith 
and wife Courtney of Euless; two 
great granddaughters, Presley 
and Emmalyn Smith of Euless, 
and many cousins, nieces, and 
nephews.

Celebrations include family 
visitation from 6-8 p.m. on July 
18 at River Bend Villas club house 
located at 3128 River Bend Blvd. 
in Fort Worth. A celebration of 
life is planned for 10 a.m. July 20 
at Lucas Funeral Home Chapel, 
1321 Precinct Line Road in Hurst. 
The family encourages “Nita 
approved” attire be worn includ-
ing your brightest colors, boldest 
patterns, and of course those over-
the-top earrings, as these events 
are indeed a celebration of her life.

In lieu of flowers, please make 
donations to James L West center 
for dementia care, jameslwest.org 
or the Alzheimer Association, alz.
org; or the charity of your choice.
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Peter John Prokell
Peter John Prokell of 

Aledo, Texas 
passed away on 
Saturday, July 3, 
2021, at the age 
of 77.

Pete was born 
on November 
30, 1943, in 
Bentleyville, 
Pennsylvania. In 
1962, Pete joined 
the Air Force and 
was stationed at 
Kingsley Field in 
Oregon and served for six 
years. While enlisted, Pete 
met and married Carrol 
Stephens. After serving, 
Pete and Carrol moved to 
Burleson, Texas where Pete 
was employed by Western 
Electric, later acquired by 
AT&T, where Pete retired 
after 34 years. 

Pete enjoyed pro-
tecting and serving the 
public and was a reserve 
officer for the Fort Worth 
Police Department and 
a reserve deputy for the 
Johnson County Sheriff ’s 
Department. He was ini-
tiated as a Free Mason in 
1962 and was also an NRA 
Life Member. Pete was one 
of the first Texans to be 
certified as a Concealed 
Handgun Instructor.

His favorite Holiday 
was July 4th. He loved 
America, freedom, and 
all the traditions and 
opportunities they pro-
vide. His favorite role in 
life was husband, father, 
and grandfather. Pete was 
a supportive husband who 

encouraged his wife to get 
her nursing degree. Later 

in life, Pete faced 
many health 
challenges. No 
matter how 
bumpy the road 
became, he was 
thankful for the 
journey, smiling 
and having a 
great time. His 
faith in God was 
unwavering. He 
touched many 
souls and will be 

greatly missed by his fami-
ly and friends.

Pete is preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Peter and Judith Prokell, 
and sisters, Dee Johnston 
and Donna McVay. He is 
survived by his wife of 57 
years, Carrol; daughter 
and son-in-law, Sharon 
and Michael Hall of 
Fairview, Texas; son and 
daughter-in-law, Dr. Joe 
and Suzi Prokell of Aledo, 
Texas; and grandchil-
dren, Jordan, Erin and 
Ryan Prokell of Aledo, 
Texas and Jacob Prokell of 
Washington, D.C. 

A memorial ser-
vice will be held at 2:30 
p.m. Saturday, July 10, at 
Greenwood Funeral Home 
in Fort Worth. In lieu of 
flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made 
in Pete’s memory to The 
Myositis Association at 
www.myositis.org/donate.
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JULY 9

Parker County Women’s 
and Newcomers’ Club
The Parker County Women’s 
and Newcomers’ Club meets 
at 9:30 a.m. on the sec-
ond Friday of every month 
at First United Methodist 
Family Life Center, 301 S. 
Main in Weatherford. The 
social hour, including Club 
Shop, begins at 9:30 a.m. 
The business meeting, 
including program, is at 
10:30 a.m. Lunch is $11. 
Please make lunch reser-
vations by calling Shirley 
at 817-757-7379. For more 
information on the organiza-
tion, visit pcwnc.org.

JULY 10

Peach Pedal Bike Ride
The annual Peach Pedal 
Bike Ride will begin at 7:30 
a.m. Saturday, July 10, at 
Weatherford High School, 
2121 Bethel Road.

Routes of eight, 28, 39, and 
61 miles are available.

The 61-mile ride starts at 
7:30 a.m.

The 39-mile ride starts at 
7:45 a.m.

The 28-mile and 8-mile 
rides start at 8 a.m.

The event benefits Parker 
County United Way and the 
Weatherford Chamber of 
Commerce.

For more information, visit 
www.peachpedal.com.

Parker County Peach 
Festival
The 36th annual Parker 
County Peach Festival is 
returning with an expanded 
event area more than 200 
arts/craft, food, and activ-
ity Vendors. The event will 
run from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, July 10, in down-
town Weatherford.

Admission is $10 for adults, 
$5 for ages 5-12, and free 
for younger than 5.

To purchase tickets, or 
for more information, visit 
www.peachfestivaltx.com.

JULY 13

Cancer Support Group
A support group to create 
a space for those who have 
battled or are battling can-
cer meets at 6:30 p.m. the 
second Tuesday of each 
month at Aledo United 
Methodist Church, 100 
Pecan Dr. in Aledo.

For more information, email 
Joan Ward at jcjkat1959@
gmail.com.

JULY 14

Membership Luncheon
State Rep. Phil King will 
be the featured speaker at 
the next monthly luncheon 
of the East Parker County 
Chamber of Commerce at 
11:30 a.m. Wednesday, July 
14, at New River Fellowship 
in Hudson Oaks.

As State Representative for 
the 61st District, Phil King 
represents the people of 
Parker and Wise Counties 
in the Texas Legislature. 

King serves on the National 

Board of Directors for 
the American Legislative 
Exchange Council and was 
the 2015 National Chair. 
King also serves as Vice-
Chairman on the Board 
of Directors of the Texas 
Conservative Coalition 
Research Institute.

In the Texas House, King 
serves on the State Affairs 
and Higher Education com-
mittees.

For more information, 
visit http://business.
eastparkerchamber.
com/events/details/
epccc-membership-lun-
cheon-07-14-2021-14743.

JULY 19

Rotary Club of Aledo
The Rotary Club of Aledo 
meets from 11:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. the first and third 
Monday of each month at 
Sunny Street Cafe, 229 
Shops Blvd. Suite 103 in 
Willow Park. For more infor-
mation, visit aledorotary.
org.

JULY 27

Aledo Community Lions 
Club
The Aledo Community 
Lions Club meets from 12-1 
p.m. the fourth Tuesday 
of each month at the 
Aledo Community Center. 
The public is invited. For 
more information call Bob 
Carlson at 817-718-4902.

AUGUST 2

Fall Prevention Class
The Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service in Parker 
County and the North 
Central Texas Area Agency 
on Aging are offering a free 
program designed to reduce 
the risk of falls, increase 
physical activity, and sus-
tain longer independent 
living among older adults. 
The classes run from 10 
a.m. to noon on Mondays 
and Wednesdays beginning 
Aug. 2 at the Parker County 
Extension Office, 604 North 
Main Street in Weatherford.

The classes are free, but 
space is limited. To reg-
ister, visit https://www.
nctcog.org/aging-services/
classes, call Kathy Smith 
at 817-598-6168, or email 
kl-smith@tamu.edu.

Rotary Club of Aledo
The Rotary Club of Aledo 
meets from 11:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. the first and third 
Monday of each month at 
Sunny Street Cafe, 229 
Shops Blvd. Suite 103 in 
Willow Park. For more infor-
mation, visit aledorotary.
org.

AUGUST 12

2021 Fashion Show
Arlene Gale will be the 
featured speaker when 
Sanctified Hope holds its 
2021 Fashion Show at 11:30 
a.m. Thursday, Aug. 12, at 
Trinity Bible Church, 4936 

E Interstate 20 in Willow 
Park.

For more information, call 
817-901-5446 or email sha-
ron@sanctifiedhope.org.

SEPTEMBER 30

Western Hills Class of ’71 
Reunion

The Western Hills High 
School Class of 1971 will 
hold its 50-year reunion 
beginning with a Brazos 
River Party at 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 30, at a 
location to be named later. 
The party will include a 
Fuzzy’s Taco fajita buffet, 
two drink tickets, and com-
plimentary wine.

The main event will be held 
from 6-10 p.m. Friday, Oct. 
1, at Ridglea Country Club 
and will include dinner and 
two drink tickets.

The cost for the icebreaker 
and main event is $150 if 
paid by July 31, or $170 if 
paid by Sept. 7 (the last 
purchase date).

Checks can be sent to 
Western Hills Class of 1971 
50 Year Reunion, P.O. Box 
1621, Fort Worth, TX 76097.

There is an optional golf 
scramble outing on Sept 30 
at Ridglea Country Club. 
For more information on the 
outing, email Mark Dinkins 
at markdinkins@houseloan.
com.

(817) 835-5000
www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or 
attend school in Tarrant, Denton, 

Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St. 

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union 

Groundwater Research Study
A TSU graduate student is studying natural 

springs in the following counties:

-Montague County
-Wise County

-Parker County
-Hood County

Join our study today!
-Does your property have a natural spring or previously 

fl owing spring? We want to hear from you!
Schedule a site visit by contacting:

Jeffery.hicks@go.tarleton.edu

White’s 
Funeral Home
130 Houston Ave. • Weatherford 

817-596-4811
www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family
serving 

your family
since 1908.

RANCH HOUSE PROFESSIONAL BUILDING

126 RANCH HOUSE ROAD

MARCUS GLEATON, OD
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

ALEDO FAMILY EYE CARE
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

A MEMBER OF

visionsource-aledofamilyeyecare.com

Mark A. McAdams, DDS

Suite 800 • (817) 441-8003

CATLIN, LILLARD & CO. PC
Tax, Assurance,
Consulting,
Business Advisors

Suite 1200 • (817) 441-2600 • clc-cpa.com
S. Brian Catlin, CPA  Ralph Lillard, CPA

Trusted since 1977

23
96

58

Dale Mares, AAMS
817-441-5061
126 S. Ranch house Rd., #600
Aledo 

Insurance and discounts subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance 
Co. Life insurance offered through Allstate Life Ins. Co. & Allstate Assurance Co. Northbrook, IL; and American Heritage Life Insurance Co., 
Jacksonville, FL. Securities offered by Personal Financial Representatives through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA).  
Registered Broker-Dealer. Member FINRA, SIPC. Main Office: 2920 South 84th Street, Lincoln, NE 68506. (877) 525-5727. © 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

PROTECT YOUR WORLD

https://www.community-news.com/events/
http://ftwccu.org
http://whitesfuneral.com
https://visionsource-aledofamilyeyecare.com
https://agents.allstate.com/dale-mares-willow-park-tx.html?utm_source=GMB&utm_medium=Website
https://www.facebook.com/Family-Dentistry-Mark-McAdams-DDS-212003932164405/
http://www.clc-cpa.com
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WRESTLING

Stockon named Aledo High 
School’s first head wrestling coach

AHS graduate comes 
back home to establish 
program
By Mercedes Mayer
Aledo ISD

Aledo ISD 
has named 
Austin Stockon 
as Aledo High 
School’s first 
head wrestling 
coach as the 
program is new 
for the 2021-
2022 school 
year.

Stockon is returning to Aledo 
ISD after four years in Weatherford 
ISD at Tison Middle School (2017-
2019) as a social studies teacher and 
the boys athletics coordinator and 
at Weatherford High School (2019-
2021) as a psychology and sociology 
teacher and assistant wrestling and 
assistant football coach. Prior to 
that, Stockon was a special educa-
tion paraprofessional at Vandagriff 
Elementary in the Aledo ISD from 
2015 to 2017.

In addition to coaching wres-
tling for Aledo High School, Stockon 
will teach AP human geography as 
well as sociology and psychology at 
Daniel Ninth Grade Campus.

“Coach Stockon has a clear focus 
on students as a coach and also 
as a highly skilled teacher who 
teaches advanced classes,” Aledo 
ISD Athletics Director Steve Wood 
said. “He’s committed to starting 
our wrestling program out strong 
and turning it into another excep-
tional opportunity for our Bearcat 
student-athletes.” 

As the assistant wrestling coach 
at Weatherford, Stockon coached 
five state wrestling qualifiers and 
a girls individual state wrestling 
champion. 

“I am honored to be chosen to 
lead this program at Aledo High 
School,” Stockon said. “I hope to 
instill my love for wrestling in my 
student-athletes and to see them per-
form at the highest levels. Knowing 
the hard-working culture at Aledo, I 
see wrestling thriving with growing 
support from the community.”

Austin Stockon
NOLAN RUTH/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Texas Elite recently held a wrestlng camp at Aledo Community Center for 
young wrestlers.

Austin Stockon -  
The Interview

The Community News’ Nolan 
Ruth interviewed Coach Stockon 
to find out his plans for the wres-
tling program
 NR: You played football for Aledo 

and for a lot of these coach-
es that you’ll now be working 
alongside. What can you tell me 
about that time and how that 
led to this?

AS: I grew up here, I was born 
and raised here, my parents 
were born and raised here. So 
my family has been in Aledo 
forever. I grew up here, ele-
mentary all the way through 
middle and high school, and 
played football. Growing up, 
combative sports was kind of 
our deal. My dad grew up box-
ing, boxed at Aledo and then he 
did judo too. That’s what got 
me into the grappling side of it. 
I did judo growing up as a kid 
and then boxed Golden Gloves, 
so that’s where that side of it 
comes. Then I played football 
from early elementary. My first 
two varsity years we went to the 
semifinals and got stopped by 
Robert Griffin III both times. 
But the football program here 
has been fun to watch.

 NR: What all transpired to have 
you end up coaching?

AS: My mom was a teacher here 
in Aledo, and I never really 
thought I would teach. I got 
my major in criminology and 

sociology, I was going to go into 
law enforcement. But I got out 
of college and thought “I’m not 
really sure that’s what I want to 
do.” So I did a couple of other 
jobs for a while, I worked in an 
oil field, sold real estate, and 
then I finally got my certificate 
and that’s when [Billy] Mathis 
got hired at Weatherford. He 
invited me to come on his staff, 
so I headed up one of the mid-
dle schools for a couple of years. 
That was a different beast, and 
I realized that middle school is 
where the fundamentals start 
with any sport. So I had fun 
watching those kids build and 
grow so much in those two 
years, and then went to be head 
coach at the freshman campus 
for two years and then became 
varsity assistant for his last year.

NR: After Mathis left for Brock, 
there was quite a bit of turn-
over with Weatherford coaches. 
Right about that time, rumors 
start about a wrestling program 
at Aledo. How did all of this get 
started?

AS: I think the thing that start-
ed it off was the buzz in the 
community. A couple of people 
had come to coach Wood, and 
I think prior to that some peo-
ple had brought it up to coach 
Buchanan. I think there were a 
few people who moved in from 
different states or came from 
other programs where there 
was wrestling or the parents 

Turn to STOCKON, page 9

Matt Morris
817-529-5325 

matt@gusbates.com

Proud to 
Support the Aledo 

Bearcats

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra 
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affi liate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affi liated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments. 

817-732-4419
www.sarahmorrisdds.comEMPLOYEE BENEFITS, PROPERTY & CASUALTY, 

RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES
FAMILY DENTISTRY WHERE HONESTY & INTEGRITY MATTER!

State of the Art Sterilization Room
Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening

Massage Chairs and HDTV
Water Purification System

2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 · Fort Worth, TX 76116

THE FINEST BRAND NEW BEST FEATURES NEVER BEEN USED 
NEW CONSTRUCTION  INDUSTRIAL FLEX  STATE OF THE ART 
COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR PARKER COUNTY PROFESSIONALS   

. VISIT WWW.CHAMPIONSBUSINESSPARK.COM TO LEARN MORE . 

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

817-901-9455
5050 S Hwy 5

Aledo, TX

EVERYONE WELCOME
WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC
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In My Eyes

The path to a 
dream job

Writer’s Note: Ever since 
early December you have been see-
ing my name on the byline for this 
sports section, but for the most 
part I have been behind the scenes. 
I have been fortunate enough thus 
far to get to know a great number 
of you, mainly from the baseball 
and softball seasons. With that 
in mind, as I prepare to take on a 
bigger role and cover more sports 
for Aledo, I thought it would be 
best to tell my story and introduce 
myself. This one is for Tony.

As I look back on what trans-
pired to allow me to have what 
is (for lack of a better term) my 
dream job, I realize how blessed 
I have been in just 22 years of life 
to allow me to be in this position. 
Being raised in Aledo, I have seen 
everything this town has to offer. 
I remember early mornings at 
Vandagriff Elementary. I remem-
ber waking up early on Saturdays 
to go play football at Old Bearcat 
Stadium, playing baseball at AAI, 
and all the post game meals at 
Railhead, Mr. Jims, and what 
used to be Jorge’s. I can still smell 
the Bryant Grain mill on a cold 
winter morning and I can still 
hear the train passing by every 
morning before school. The more 
I think of all of those memories, 
the more I know that I grew up 
in the perfect place for this career, 
and it wasn’t an accident.

My mother’s parents came to 
Aledo in 1994. Up until that point 
they had lived in Arlington, and 
found their favorite form of enter-
tainment was high school football. 
They would tell me often how 
they would find the nearest game 
on a Friday night and go watch it, 
whether they had rooting interest 
or not. When they came to Aledo, 
they found their rooting interest.

On the other side, my dad 
had moved around quite a bit. 
He eventually found himself in 
Greenville, Texas where he played 

football and baseball for the Lions 
before moving and graduating 
from South Garland. After he had 
met and eventually married my 
mom, he also had found a rooting 
interest in Aledo.

On December 12, 1998, 
my entire family was at the 
Astrodome watching the Bearcats 
defeat Cuero for the school’s first 
state championship. Ten days 
later, I entered the world. You 
could say I was practically born 
to be a Bearcat. As I got older, I 
started to play more sports and 
really get involved in the town 
and community. Bearcat football 
was all I looked forward to, even 
in the spring.

During that time, I started 
learning more about Texas high 
school football as a whole. My 
grandfather and I would trav-
el just about anywhere to see a 
game. We once drove to Abilene to 
watch Wolfforth Frenship take on 
Wichita Falls Rider, just because 
we could. Another time, we went 
to Decatur to watch the Eagles 
play Abilene Wylie. As he tells it, 
I was already talking about defen-
sive strategy at five years old.

That love followed me all the 
way to middle school. While the 
Bearcats were winning state titles 
with Johnathan Gray, my grand-
father would pick me up to watch 
the game before, and then stay 
for the games after. It was about 
that time I realized that I wanted 
to stay close to sports in whatever 
job I have.

When I got to high school, 
I had less opportunities to go 
watch other football games due 
to playing for the Bearcats myself. 
Though I never cracked the varsity 
roster, I was dedicated to being an 
Aledo Bearcat. My freshman year, 
Aledo won state in football, soft-
ball, and baseball. I had been in 
the stands in 2008 when Whitney 
Canion and the Ladycats won, but 
2014 was really my first exposure 
to Aledo softball and baseball. At 
that point, it was no longer just 
about Bearcat football. I realized 
that I have a love for my alma 
mater and where I come from.

I spent the next two years fol-
lowing and supporting the Aledo 
sports teams. Unfortunately, my 

Nolan Ruth

Turn to DREAM, page 9
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Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas 
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive 

Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity! 
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

215 Mesquite St. * Aledo, Texas 76008* 817-378-4423

*Livestock Feed
*Pet Food
*Bagged Fertilizer
*Salt Products
*Deer Feeders

Monday - Friday 
8:00am to 5:30pm 

Saturday  
8:00am to 12:30pm 

Mike Tandy
Owner

In Business Since 1996

TANDY 
METAL BUILDINGS & 

FENCING

Mobile: 817.925.5843

Weld up • Bolt up • Horse Barns  • Welding
Custom Pipe Fencing • Fencing • Metal Homes

www.tandymetalbuildings.com

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

Kim Hanlon
Escrow officEr

officE: 817.441.5423
cEll: 817.825.3520
fax: 817.441.5639
E-mail: KHanlon@asrkfgroup.com

“You’ll appreciate the difference.”

Kim Hanlon
Escrow officEr

officE: 817.441.5423
cEll: 817.825.3520
fax: 817.441.5639
E-mail: KHanlon@asrkfgroup.com

“You’ll appreciate the difference.”

Fidelity National Title®

Office: 
Fax:

817.441.5423
817.585.4815

1604 8th Ave • Fort Worth, TX 76104
You’ll appreciate the difference.

Escrow officEr

khanlon@fidelity8thavenue.com

Kim Hanlon

KIMBERLY MEYER, ABR, CRS, GRI
REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com
4500 Hartwood Dr, Fort Worth, TX 76109-1840
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
Global Luxury Specialist

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Operated by a subsidary 
of NRT, LLC

1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662
24-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $4524-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $45
Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)

We have lots of room 
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

709 N FM 1187, Suite 800, Aledo
817-732-7665 · 817-441-8100

www.fortworthcustompools.org
fortworthcustompools@msn.com

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

Holly Green, Owner 
10943 S FM 1187 Road
Fort Worth, Texas 76126

“You Jingle...We Shingle™”
817.441.6973

service@brettcoroofing.com

Business Cards

Application has been made with 
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for a Mixed 
Beverage Permit, a Food and 
Beverage Permit and a Brewpub 
Permit by the Bourbon n Branch 
Brewing Co., LLC to be located 
at 900 Cinema Dr. Suite 6114, 
Hudson Oaks, Parker County, 
Texas. Owners of the corporation 
are Mr. Brian Lixey as Managing 
Member & Dr. Joshua Tarbay as 
Managing Member.
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GOUGH WEALTH MANAGEMENT
6900 E. Interstate 20 // Aledo, TX 76008

O 817.631.0816 // F 817.997.4213 
raymondjames.com/goughwealthmanagement

© 2018 Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Securities offered through 
Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered 

through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. Financial Strategies, Inc. is not a registered 
broker/dealer and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services. 18-BRCYZ-0002 TA 12/18

We are pleased to announce the affiliation of

BRENT GOUGH
 President, Gough Wealth Management 

Financial Advisor, RJFS
brent@goughwealthmanagement.com  

817.657.2035

with

TACLA67709Ewww.jwmechanicalsystems.com

4 COMMON 
REASONS FOR 
HVAC FAILURE

IS YOUR SYSTEM 
READY THIS SEASON?

CALL 682-999-6062 
TODAY!

Heating and
Air Conditioning 

Maintenance Plans & 
Financing Options Available

Veteran Owned & Family Operated
Aledo Graduate - Class of ‘96

Debris Around the Unit
Heatpumps require approximately 18-24” of 
breathing room.

Improper Installation
This can reduce effi ciency by 30%.

Lack of Maintenance
Regular maintenance can increase a 
system’s life 5-6 years.

Improper Sizing
This causes strain on a 
system’s equipment, 
which will decrease 
the life of 
the unit.

CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 •SAT 8-2 WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Are you growing with us?”
Residential & Commercial

817-441-7777

• Topsoils & Custom 
Soil Blends

• Compost & Mulches
• Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas 
since l986

Pick up or Delivery Available

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED 
CALL CIRRA NETWORKS TODAY

(817) 259-1100  |  www.cirranet.net

FATHER & SONS 
TREES SERVICE

“We Go Out On A Limb For You”

• Trimming
• Removals
• 24 Hour Storm Response
• No Tree Too Small or 

Large

• Dead Wood Mistletoe 
Removal

• Sick Tree Treatment
• Tree Repair Cabling
• Stump Grinding
• Lot Clearing

Don’t Let Tree Limbs Damage Your Property

SENIORS, FIRST RESPONDERS & HEALTHCARE WORKERS DISCOUNTS

PLEASE CALL US FOR

FREE ESTIMATE & INSPECTIONS
817-296-2880

Insured  
& Certified

own athletic career was cut short after 
my junior year. Since I was no longer 
competing, I needed something to fill 
the void that had been left. It was about 
that time I had a teacher tell me I should 
try my hand at sports writing. I had a 
family member that had been writing for 
this same sports section, but I had never 
pictured myself doing that. After gradua-
tion, I was informed about an entry level 
position covering all Texas high school 
football for the 2017 season.

My first ever coverage came from 
Bearcat Stadium between Aledo and 
Colleyville Heritage. That night was the 
first time I met Tony Eierdam. I spent 
most of that game talking to him about 
Aledo sports and my odd road into jour-
nalism. He was impressed, but towards 
the end of the season he started to ques-
tion why I didn’t keep my own stats. I 
didn’t answer his questions, but instead 
went home and built my own stat sheet 
on my computer. When I brought it to 
him during the first round of the playoffs, 
all he could do was laugh.

The company I had worked for that 
first year had gone bankrupt, and it 
seemed like my time in journalism was 
over. However, all the contacts I had 
made over the 2017 football season 
encouraged me to stay in the game. So 
that next spring, I got together with a few 
friends that also wanted to start covering 
sports, and we started our own blog. 
The next two seasons were spent with 
my own blog or freelancing for papers 
around Texas, and I spent more time net-
working and practicing my craft.

The entire time, I would always come 
back to Aledo at least once a season. 
Every time, Tony and I would talk and 
trade stories. Occasionally, we would talk 
on the phone at the end of Friday nights 
and break down the games we had seen. 

He started telling me how if he was ever 
replaced, he would want me to be the one 
to do it. He was vocal about that point to 
more people than I even imagined.

In the summer of 2020, Tony and 
I met for lunch and talked about our 
expectations for the upcoming football 
season. Tony had also mentioned the 
softball team, and the players he referred 
to as “The Fab Four.” I had no idea what 
that conversation would come to mean 
to me. A month later, Tony passed away.

The beginning of the 2020 football 
season, while odd due to the pandem-
ic, started like any other year for me. I 
traveled the state covering many teams. I 
was able to catch two Aledo games at the 
beginning of the season, but I spent most 
of the time in other parts of the state.

In December, it all changed with a 
single phone call. When I was first asked 
to cover the playoffs for the football 
team, I did not think I was the right 
choice but I accepted it. Those five weeks 
allowed me to reconnect with the people 
of my hometown. It was a connection I 
didn’t know I missed. The Bearcats fin-
ished up with the record-setting tenth 
state championship.

Two months later, I found myself with 
the baseball team, and with the softball 
team another month later. It was during 
that season that I truly experienced the 
amazing support and friendships that 
this town has to offer.

I now know why Tony loved this job 
so much. While I might not completely 
fill his shoes, I want to do my best to 
make sure the stories and athletes of this 
town are done justice. I don’t know what 
the future holds, but I know that this 
is home. I am a Bearcat; I always have 
been, and I always will be.

All that being said, I look forward to 
seeing where these teams and students 
go, and I look forward to meeting each 
and every person in town. Thank you 
all for your support and kindness. Go 
Bearcats!

had wrestled for, and I think 
there’s always been a push for 
it. Coach Wood and I talked 
one night and he asked me 
how I like it and how we made 
it work with football, made 
sure we worked with the girls’ 
sports and I kind of told him 
how we did it at Weatherford 
and had success. When I got 
into Weatherford, there were 
zero kids playing football and 
wrestling; when I left there 
were about 20. So it definite-
ly blew up and I was able to 
bridge that gap between foot-
ball and wrestling and other 
sports in general.

 NR: You’ve now gotten the ball 
rolling, you had Texas Elite 
come up and do a camp and 
they’re building a new com-
plex up the road, how are 
things progressing in your 
eyes?

AS: I think the building blocks 
are there. I think the buzz is 
there, I think people want 
it, and now it’s just getting it 
established. With Texas Elite 
and some of these other clubs 
in the area, that’s huge. These 
kids can get in there as young 
as five and six and get started 
wrestling. Then that founda-
tion is there by middle school 
when they’re really kicking, 
and then when they get to me 
they have everything. From 
there it’s all honing in on the 
specific techniques and mak-
ing them better athletes.

 NR: You are spearheading this 
new program for a school that 
craves and expects greatness. 

What are the steps for you 
to get this program to that 
point?

AS: I think it goes back to 
building the foundation at 
the younger age, and what , 
we’re starting to see is some of 
these metroplex schools like 
Arlington or Keller, they’re 
all having middle school pro-
grams. I think that’s essential 
like every other sport. That 
way when they get to me as 
a freshman, I’m not teaching 
stuff on day one. We’re going 
into it and building off of 

what they learned early in 
middle school. Can we do that 
the first year? I don’t know. It 
just matters that the interest 
is there and we have the num-
bers there, that’s the biggest 
thing and then three or four, 
maybe five years down the 
road we can definitely have a 
good program.

 NR: You really believe the 
importance of the middle 
school program. With the 
addition of another middle 
school coming to Aledo, and 
your experience from work-
ing in Weatherford where two 
middle schools feed into one 
high school, does that boost 
your confidence? That you 
are the one who is able to 
handle spearheading this?

AS: I do. I feel we did a good 
job of it at Weatherford. I do 
know, if we’re talking middle 
school alone it can be tough. 
We had half our kids one 
place and half our kids anoth-
er place versus how Aledo is 
now when it’s all together. But 
being around that and seeing 
the logistics of it I think gives 
me an advantage.

 NR: Finally, it’s been a long 
journey for you, how happy 
are you to be home and to 
be coaching for the Aledo 
Bearcats?

AS: I am super excited. That’s 
one thing I went into my 
interview with. I have loved 
Weatherford to death, the 
kids there, the administra-
tion, everybody was so good 
to me. But it hasn’t been 
home. So I’m super excited 
to come back home where my 
roots are and be back in the 
community that I love.

DREAM
from page seven I have loved 

Weatherford 
to death, the 
kids there, the 
administra-
tion, every-
body was so 
good to me. 
But it hasn’t 
been home. 
So I’m super 
excited to 
come back 
home where 
my roots are 
and be back in 
the communi-
ty that I love.

Austin Stockon

STOCKON
from page seven
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Don’t forget your four-legged 
family member when you travel!

• Boarding 

• Grooming 

• Heated & 
Cooled 

• Indoor & 
Outdoor Runs

• 24-Hour 
Attendant 

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071

Newly-Upgraded boarding facilities

Office:  817-443-9747

Fax:  817-887-2271

Mobile:  254-592-8739

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

ChristiJamesInsurance.com
Serving all your home, auto, business and life insurance needs.

CHRISTI  JAMES
BRANCH OWNER/AGENT

cjames@twfg.com

Independent agency serving all your home,  
auto, business and life insurance needs

NO MATTER YOUR NEED, 
WE HAVE YOU COVERED
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
A FREE QUOTE!

Office:  817-443-9747
Mobile: 254-592-8739
Email: cjames@twfg.com

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008 BRANCH OWNER

Office:  817-443-9747

Fax:  817-887-2271

Mobile:  254-592-8739

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

ChristiJamesInsurance.com
Serving all your home, auto, business and life insurance needs.

CHRISTI  JAMES
BRANCH OWNER/AGENT

cjames@twfg.com

Moritz Chevrolet · Chrysler · Jeep 
Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) · 817-696-2000

Moritz Kia · 8501 I-30 · 817-560-6000

Bearcats — Ladycats!Bearcats — Ladycats!

Just for
Just for

YOUNG MEN’SYOUNG MEN’S
SERVICE LEAGUESERVICE LEAGUE

Congratulations on your first Congratulations on your first 
graduating class!graduating class!

Luke Bunting • Nolan Daugherty • Hampton Fay • Kaden Herring • Audie Isbell 
Ford Maberry • Ben Martin • William Moeller • Tyler Oetinger • Daniel Rinehart  

Rylan Shaffer • Brian Slabbekoorn • Carson Tatarevich • Ryan Teichman 
Wade Williams • Brady Wood • Carsen Yacullo

Looking for 
the Top Dog?

THE COMMUNITY NEWS
Parker County’s only locally-owned newspaper

It’s a local call -
click - e-mail!

817-441-7661 • www.community-news.com
rkeck@community-news.com

Theia and Casidy wait for their turn to play “Connect 4”

Matt Boggs of “Prophets and Outlaws” band greets a fan 
during the concert: son Campbell (age 3)

Nathan, Jace and Grady of Willow Park wear light up necklac-
es given freely during the event.

Emilie (age 7) has fireworks 
painted on her cheek.

Blakleigh (age 7) enjoys a 
patriotic-themed snow cone.

Boomin’ 4th

Photos by Kathy 
Chruscielski

The Community 
News

http://www.community-news.com
https://www.community-news.com/2021/07/boomin-4th-2021/

