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Looking for home improvements 
that add value? Not all projects 
are created equal. To ensure you’re 
making an informed decision:

• Consider your timeline. 
“If you’re going to be in the home 
for 30 years, you can do anything, 
because at that point, 
your mortgage 
is paid 
off ,” 
Chris 
Arienti, 
bro-
ker and 
owner of 
Remax Executive Realty 
near Boston, says. 

Looking to sell in the near 
future? Pay closer attention to 
whether your choices will appeal to 
a potential buyer.

• Consult an expert. “Talk to a 
professional so you aren’t making 
misinformed choices that are going 
to work against you in fi ve to 10 
years,” says Sarah Cunningham, a 
real estate agent with Ethos Design 
+ Remodel in Boise, Idaho. 

A designer can help you tell 
fl eeting trends from future clas-
sics; a contractor can explain what 
kind of work a proposed renovation 
would entail.

• Compare home features 
in your area. Look at compara-
ble homes for sale near you and 
going to open houses to make sure 
your improvements align with the 
norms for your neighborhood.

• Get an appraisal. A licensed 
appraiser can do a feasibility study 
to estimate your home’s current 
value and its likely value after the 
improvements.

By ALLEN MINCEY
Banner Correspondent

Protecting your home from break-ins 
is something that many of us think of 
when we are away for extended lengths 
of time, but it is also important every 
day.

That is why home security systems 
have become more popular, and, are 
not just for the more affl  uent home-
owner.

Steve Castello of PM Alarms said 
having a home security system can be 
important when you are on vacation, 

and there are 
steps that can 
be taken to 
help. One of 
those steps 
is having a 
professional 
system in-
stalled.

“If you are 
wanting a 
home security 
system at your 
residence, 
I suggest 

you fi nd a couple of companies and 
get quotes from them,” Castello said. 
“I would seek those who have been 
around a while, and check to see if they 
have workman’s compensation and 
liability insurance for their employees. 
If not, they are probably not serious.”

He said it is also important that the 
company have local monitoring, which 
would allow better access to local 
emergency agencies such as the police 

and fi re departments. Castello said to 
also get references from any company.

Some residences may not need major 
security as much as others, but cir-
cumstances can lead to such a need. 
For instance, Castello said think of a 

wife who is home by herself versus a 
lake home which is rarely used and has 
little inside of value. These would need 
diff erent systems.

Home security when at home and away

Contributed photo

BEFORE LEAVING for vacation, individuals can implement various strat-
egies and safety measures to protect their homes and their belongings while 
they’re away.

Steve Castello

See PROTECTION, Page 4



www.clevelandbanner.com Cleveland Daily Banner—Thursday, April 28, 2022—3

Winter is Over,

Spring Has Sprung...
Time to clean out CLUTTER & get everything done. 

Contact U Call, We Haul, 
and we will be happy to take it away!

We also haul Rock and Gravel!

U Call, We Haul
Free Estimates

Call John 423-650-2518

By METRO CREATIVE GRAPHICS

Home burglaries immediately con-
jure images of criminals clad in head-
to-toe black and lurking outside the 
homes of unsuspecting homeowners, 
patiently waiting for the lights to go out 
so they can enter and steal valuables. 
Such images have been in the public 
consciousness for so long that it’s easy 
to overlook the threat posed by home 
burglaries. But these statistics indicate 
just how potent and dangerous a threat 
burglaries remain.

• More than 1 million burglaries take 
place in the United States each year. 
(Source: The Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation)

• Homes without a home security 
system are 300% more likely to be 

burglarized than homes with such 
a system. (The National Council for 
Home Safety and Security)

• Residential burglar alarm systems 
have been linked to a steady decrease 
in burglaries. Researchers at Rutgers 
University examined burglaries in 
Newark over a fi ve-year period, ulti-
mately concluding that an increase 
in registered home burglar alarms 
coincided with a decrease in burglaries. 
(Rutgers University School of Criminal 
Justice)

• Burglaries are more likely to occur 
during the day than at night. Break-ins 
are 6% more likely to occur between 6 
a.m. and 6 p.m. while people are out-
side of their homes. (NCHSS)

• Forceful entry is required in 95% 
of all home invasions. Forceful entry 

could involve breaking a window, pick-
ing a lock or kicking in a door. Burglars 
may use pry bars, pliers, screwdrivers, 
or small hammers to gain entry into a 
home. (NCHSS)

• Desperation motivates 85% of the 
individuals who break into homes. That 
underscores how dangerous interac-
tions with burglars can be for residents 
of homes that have been broken into. 
(University of North Carolina at Char-
lotte)

• Someone is home during roughly 
28% of all burglaries, and 26% of those 
individuals are harmed. (U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice)

• Eighty-three percent of burglars 
admitted they look to see if a home has 
an alarm before they decide to burglar-
ize it. 

• Sixty percent of burglars admitted 
they would change their minds about 
burglarizing a property if they became 
aware a home as a security system. 

Some surprising stats 

about home burglaries
MAKE 

SURE a 
burglar 
doesn’t feel 
at home, 
when it 
comes to 
your home.

Planning a getaway? Planning a getaway? 
Contact the Cleveland Daily Banner about a vacation hold for your subscription, 

by calling 472-5041 or email: circulation@clevelandbanner.com.

You may also contact the U.S. Postal Service to hold all your mail 
while you’re away, including your copy of the Banner.
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DRAIN RIGHT 
GUTTERING

"The  Go-To Gutter Guys"

www.drainrightguttering.com

Don’t wait for the rain!
Call today for your

FREE ESTIMATE!
423-472-7018

The Only Locally Owned & Monitored Alarm Company

CALL TODAY! 476-8186
24 HOUR 870-3272

Steve Castello - Owner  TN LICENSE #C-0139

• Fire • CCTV • Security • Access Control
Commercial Business Phone Systems

PM ALARMSPM ALARMSPM ALARMS
Than Your Current Security System?

Looking for Something A Little 
More Dependable

From Page 2

PROTECTION: Home security when at home and away

“Talk to a company that talks to you about your needs,” 
Castello said. “Some might try to oversell you, and others un-
dersell you. Talk to them about exactly what your needs are.”

Castello noted there are those who may feel a home se-
curity system is not necessary. While he might disagree, he 
concurred there are some steps that homeowners can take 
to protect their homes if they decide 
against such security.

Before leaving for vacation, individ-
uals can implement various strategies 
and safety measures to protect their 
homes and their belongings while 
they’re away. Here are some tips to keep 
in mind:

• Create the impression that 
someone is home. Just because 
you’re heading off  for parts unknown 
doesn’t mean you can’t create the impression that life is car-
rying on as usual within the walls of your home. Smart home 
technology now enables homeowners to set timers on lights 
and even home electronics like televisions and radios.

• Homeowners also can ask neighbors to pick up 
their mail or halt delivery until they return from 
their trips. Nothing says “no one’s home” as defi nitively as 
an overfl owing mailbox.

• Keep quiet on social media. A Credit Sesame survey 
of former burglars in the United Kingdom found that 78% 
acknowledged monitoring social media platforms such as 
Facebook and Twitter as they try to fi nd homes to burglarize. 
Individuals about to go on vacation should avoid sharing that 
on social media.

• Stay silent while you’re away as well. 
Social media silence should be continued while 
you’re on vacation as well. No matter how tempt-
ing it may be to share photos from an exotic lo-
cation, such posts could catch the attention of all 
the wrong people. A recent report from MetLife 
indicated that 35% of Americans between the 
ages of 18 and 34 check in from their locations 
via social media. That can alert criminals that no 
one is manning the fort back home.

• Switch from a traditional lock and key 
to a lockbox. Individuals who travel frequently can take a 
page from the realtor notebook and switch from a tradition-
al lock and key lock system to a lockbox. Lockboxes require 
that a code is entered before a box containing a key can be 
unlocked. Homeowners who want this added measure of 
protection don’t even need to put a key inside the lockbox, 
which typically covers a lock, making it extremely diffi  cult for 
potential thieves to pick the lock.

“Talk to a company 
that talks to you about 
your needs.”

— Steve Castello, 
PM Alarms

Certain home improvement 
projects are more complex than 
others. Projects that involve work-
ing with gas lines are among the 
most complicated and risky under-
takings, and even seasoned do-it-
yourselfers are urged to leave such 
tasks to certifi ed professionals. 

According to Angi, the average 
cost to move a gas line is between 
$15 and $25 per linear foot, and 
homeowners can expect to pay 
an additional $1 to $10 
per linear foot 
for pipe 
materials. 
A natural 
gas plumber 
can install, 
extend and repair natural 
gas lines and ensure that 
the project is completed safely, 
on time and within homeowners’ 
budgets. 

Angi notes that the average cost 
to move a gas line is between $250 
and $750 for the whole project. 
However, if a buried line must be 
excavated, that cost could run into 
the thousands of dollars.



By MELISSA RAYWORTH 
Associated Press

As we move through a world of dispos-
able things, it’s easy to forget that previ-
ous generations kept nearly everything.

Furniture was made to last. Pieces of 
crystal or china were investments passed 
down from parent to child to grandchild. 
Even mundane items could remain in 
use for decades: The same Corningware 
bowl and General Electric mixer might 
churn out birthday cake batter for a gen-
eration and more.

Many of these items still exist, nes-
tled under layers of yellowing news-
paper in cardboard boxes or shrouded 
by dust-laden sheets. America’s attics, 
basements and garages are fi lled with 
hand-me-down home decor and house-
hold goods waiting to be unearthed.

And this may be the perfect moment 
for that to happen, with prices rising and 
supply chains at a crawl.

Using hand-me-downs is practical for 
anyone hoping to redecorate this spring. 
It’s good for the environment. It can even 
be mood-boosting if the items have senti-
mental value, or if you discover that your 
great-grandmother’s style was actually 
pretty fabulous.

“There’s joy in putting a piece together 
and knowing you’re restoring a piece 
of history,” says Shawn Hollenbach, a 
New York City comedian who recently 
rehabbed an antique settee that had been 
among his late mother’s prized posses-
sions.

It was a challenging DIY project. The 
fabric was badly worn, and Hollenbach 
hadn’t reupholstered anything before. 
But he now proudly shows it to houseg-
uests and tells the story of this cozy piece 

of furniture.
“It just gives you a sense of pride,” he 

says.
There can be stress too, though. 

Anything tied to family history can carry 
emotional baggage, and there’s the some-
times literal weight of heavy furnishings 
that no one in a family really wants.

Rather than store things for yet anoth-
er year – or decade – interior designer 
Melissa Cooley of the Washington, D.C., 
fi rm Case Design is clear: Take those 
precious items out of their boxes. Dust 
off  the furniture no one has used since 
the Eisenhower administration. Take a 
fresh look.

“You don’t do them honor by keeping 
them in the attic,” she says.

With that in mind, we’ve asked interior 
designers and homeowners how they’ve 
made the most of hand-me-down fur-
nishings and household goods.

Don’t be afraid to use things, 
even if they’re fragile

Glassware and dishes often remain 
boxed because people fear breaking 
something that a previous generation 

carefully saved.
Interior designer Nadia Subaran, 

co-founder of the Maryland-based fi rm 
Aidan Design, worked with a client who 

Shawn Hollenbach via AP

THIS COMBI-
NATION of photos 
shows the transfor-
mation of an antique 
settee. America’s 
attics, basements and 
garages are fi lled with 
hand-me-down home 
decor and household 
goods waiting to be 
unearthed. 
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479-9788

Glaze Supply 
Company Inc.

Come See
Us For 
Your

Electrical 
Needs This 

Spring!

Electrical Supply

Providing solutions for the south since 1957.

361 Broad Street SW • Cleveland, TN 37311

Now supplying flowers, vegetable plants, pine 
and wheat straw, bulk mushroom compost 
and brown hardwood mulch. While you’re 

here, visit the Collector’s Corner.

BEATY 
HARDWARE

650 Wildwood Avenue SE 
Cleveland • 423-472-2124
www.beatyhardware.net

Plunder your attic: Making the most of hand-me-down decor

See ATTIC, Page 8
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Dr. Eric Gruber
Dr. Wendy Gruber

• New approach to chiropractic for overall well being
• Specialized and unique techniques (low force, specific analysis)

• Homelike atmosphere•  No long waits in cramped waiting room 
• Patient and friendly doctors and staff

Complete Wellness
Chiropractic

95 Mikel St.       476-0023

BACK PAIN GOT YOU TIED UP IN KNOTS?
Come See The Back & neck Specialists

OPEN 5 DAYS A WEEK

Walk-Ins 
Welcome!

300 BELL CREST NW
CLEVELAND, TN 37323

(423) 595-3740
(423) 595-6912

Our expertise:
* Electrical
* Remodeling
* New 
  Construction

By AUTUMN HUGHES
Staff Writer

Backyard sheds can be useful assets. 
Sheds can create storage space in the 
garage, basement or other areas of 
the house that have become gathering 
spots for gear typically used outdoors. 
Sheds are ideal for housing mowers, 
tools and even pool-care equipment. 
But they can be put to other uses as 
well, such as being key spots to engage 
in hobbies or even as a child’s club-
house.

Various factors should be considered 
before building or buying a shed. 

According to Barry Ogle, sales 
manager at Cleveland Plywood Co., 
the business off ers premium building 
materials and lumber, from sheetrock 
and roofi ng supplies, to doors, trim and 
hardware.

“From professionals to do-it-your-
selfers, we have free delivery and com-
petitive pricing,” Ogle said.

A storage shed can be a signifi cant 
investment. Once placed, sheds may re-
main in their dedicated spots for years 
to come. That means careful thought 
should go into the planning process.

1. Check your local building 
codes fi rst. Before you accumulate 
building materials or order a shed, be 
sure to know the ins and outs of shed 
codes. The codes may impact the shed’s 
placement, construction, the materials 
used, size, and numerous other fac-
tors. It’s much easier to amend plans 
beforehand than to face the hassle and 
expense after learning you did things 
incorrectly.

Ogle said Cleveland Plywood Co. can 
work with a customer’s blueprints and 
help with designs, or can help make an 
idea a reality.

“We’re not just plywood,” he said.
2. Choose placement wisely. 

Spend several days assessing the yard 
and thinking about the uses for the 
shed. If you plan to store pool fl oats 
and chemicals inside of the shed, it 
should be lo-cated close enough to the 

pool to be convenient. Look at the lay 
of the land. If there is a soggy patch 
of land that can turn swampy under 
the shed’s foundation, that is a poor 
location choice. If you need access to 
electricity, placing it far away from 
the house could necessitate running 
expensive wiring. 

3. Consider the design. Just 
because a shed is for storage doesn’t 
mean aesthetics should be overlooked. 

Choose a shed style that complements 
your home. You may also want to 
match certain architectural features, 
like arched doorways or dormers. De-
sign also may relate to prac-ticality. For 
instance, storing a riding mower inside 
may necessitate dual doors that open 
wide-ly.

4. Invest in quality materials. 
Spending a little more and using qual-
ity materials can ensure it lasts long 
enough to be cost-eff ective. The right 
materials will be resistant to splitting, 
crack-ing, decay, and insect damage.

Ogle said Cleveland Plywood Co. can 
help customers choose the best mate-
rials for their pro-ject, whether it’s a 
shed or another building project. The 
business off ers lumber, trim, hard-
ware, some plumbing supplies, some 
electrical supplies, and paint, he added.

“We can help customers with their 
project, from checking the supply list to 
design,” Ogle said.

5. Prepare the site well. A proper 
foundation for the shed is almost as im-
portant as the shed itself. You cannot 
just drop the shed on the lawn and 
leave it, as the shed can sink or struc-
tural issues may arise if it is placed on 
a weak base. 

6. Blend into the environment. 
Surround the shed with shrubs or 
plants so that it blends into the yard 
and complements the space.

7. Deck out the interior. Use 
every storage tool at your disposal to 
maximize fl oor, wall and even rafter 
space for storage. Plan where items 
will be kept and customize the storage 
options around those locations.

7 things to consider when buying a shed

Contributed photo

SHEDS CAN BE an asset and improve storage capability in the backyard.



By METRO CREATIVE GRAPHICS

Gardening is a rewarding hobby that 
has been linked to health benefi ts like 
reduced stress and improved mental 
well-being. Gardening also can lead to 
an inviting home landscape full of at-
tractive blooms and/or delicious foods.

Backyard gardens have long been 
planted after clearing a plot of land, 
tilling and amending the soil, and 
planting rows of favorite crops. How-
ever, gardening can be less labor-in-
tensive and even more successful when 
people consider the many benefi ts of 
container gardening.

What is container gardening?
As its name implies, container 

gardening is growing plants inside of 
containers. These containers can be 
fl ower pots, rectangular deck boxes or 
even large raised garden beds. 

Pros to container gardening
One of the advantages of container 

gardening is that plants can be moved 
in and out of sunlight to ensure the 
right growing conditions. This isn’t 
as easily achieved when gardens are 
stationary. 

Also, beginner gardeners may be 
more able to control soil conditions 
inside of a small container rather than 
a vast ground-based garden, which will 
require a good deal of manual labor. 
Pots and boxes also can be grouped to-

gether to create eye-popping displays, 
usually at lower costs than the sheer 
volume of plants that would be needed 
to fi ll out an expansive landscape.

Cons to container gardening
Container garden plants will not 

have direct access to the ground, so 
they need gardeners to create the ideal 
growing conditions. 

Developing the right care formula 
can be challenging. The home and 
garden resource The Spruce says that 
drainage is an important factor in con-
tainer gardening, and most containers 
do not off er enough drainage holes. If 
water cannot escape the soil, the roots 
of the plants can rot and die. 

It’s not enough to add stones or 
gravel to the bottom of containers. Drill 
additional holes in the bottom (1 ⁄2-inch 
in diameter for small or medium-sized 
pots; one inch in diameter for larger 
pots). Also, be sure to check on soil 
moisture so that watering can be 
adjusted. During hot stretches, plants 
may need to be watered more frequent-
ly.

Plan for plants that play well
Grouping plants together can cre-

ate visually stunning combinations. 
However, it is important to choose 
plants that require the same amount of 
light and moisture. Look at plant tags 
when visiting the garden center and 

select complementary plants, or ask a 
store employee. Mixing diff erent plant 
shapes, colors and leaf textures, as well 
as plants of various heights, can help 
containers look fi lled out. 

Feed plants accordingly
Plants need nutrition to thrive in 

containers. Quality potting mixes will 
contain fertilizers, but nutrition will 
wane over time. Every couple of weeks, 
container plants will need either fresh 
potting mix or granular fertilizer added 
to feed them. Oregon State University 
Extension Services suggests using a 
slow-release fertilizer or worm castings 
several times throughout the season.

Container gardening is a great way 
to add plants to smaller patios, reduce 
the workload involved in maintaining 
expansive gardens, and customize con-
ditions for optimal growth.  
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Quality & Value
Every Step of the Way

Premium Building
Materials & Lumber
sheetrock  |  roofing  |  lumber
doors  |  siding  |  power tools
moulding  |  windows  |  hardware
ceiling tile  |  insulation  |  paints

FREE DELIVERY

Hours: 7 am - 5 pm
Monday-Friday 
2700 20th NE 
(423) 472-3357

CLEVELAND 
PLYWOOD CO.
Hours 77 am 55 pmHHourss 7 am 5 pm

“Serving Cleveland Since 1968”

Th e basics of 

container 

gardening

GARDENING can be less 
labor-intensive and even more 
successful when people consider 
the many benefi ts of container 
gardening.

When planning spring landscapes, 
homeowners should always 
group plants with similar 
water needs together. 

According to the U.S. 
Department of Energy, 
grouping plants with sim-
ilar water needs together 
helps to conserve water, which can be 
an especially useful strategy if or when 

drought restrictions go into 
eff ect in summer. 

Homeowners also can 
embrace additional strate-
gies to landscape with wa-
ter conservation in mind. 
For example, aerating soil 
helps to improve water fl ow 

to plants’ roots and reduces 
water runoff .



had a family collection 
of glassware and vintage 
plates made of green 
glass that no one was 
getting a chance to enjoy.

“When we were talking 
about the kitchen design, 
she said, ‘I really want 
to get these things out 
of boxes, out of the attic. 
Not just displayed but 
used,’” Subaran says. 
“So we did an entire sink 
wall with no wall cab-
inets, just open shelv-
ing, so that all of those 
things could be front and 
center.”

Today, that homeowner 
sees the items each time 
she enters her kitchen, 
and fi nds beauty in their 
striking green color.

Subaran encourages 
people to put treasures 
on display, as she did 
herself after inheriting a 
vintage sari from India, 
handmade of orange silk 
with shimmering gold 
thread. “I have very little 
occasion to wear saris,” 
she says, “but they’re 
beautiful.” Also: Her 
husband loves the color 
orange.

So rather than leave 
it in a box, “we literally 
hung it on a rod and then 
had a plexiglass cover 
made that doesn’t allow 
UV rays to come in and 
damage it,” she says. “I 
walk in my front door 
and it’s the fi rst thing 
that I see.”

Get creative 
with locations

Aileen Weintraub is 
a veteran of grappling 
with hand-me-down 
furnishings. Her recent-
ly published memoir, 

“Knocked Down,” details 
the months she spent on 
bedrest in a house fi lled 
with items her husband’s 
family owned for genera-
tions. There’s also a barn 
full of hand-me-downs 
from her own family.

“I was trapped in this 
old farmhouse with 
everybody else’s furni-
ture,” she says. “Even 
the dishes were from the 
1940s.”

As they debated what 
to keep, sell or give away, 
she persuaded her hus-
band to try moving some 
items to new locations or 
use them in new ways.

A sofa was moved to 
better access the view 
out of a window. A mar-
ble-topped table didn’t 
look right anywhere but 
was too precious to give 
away, so they tried it out-
side on a covered porch. 
It hadn’t been designed 
as outdoor furniture, but, 
Weintraub says, “it’s be-
come the most beautiful 
spot to sit and watch the 
sunset every evening.”

Hollenbach had the 
same experience with 
the settee he inherited, 
moving it from place 
to place and eventually 
settling on a spot in the 
guest room.

Get imaginative
Cooley worked with a 

client who didn’t like a 
heavy, cherry-wood cab-
inet from her husband’s 
family, but needed to fi nd 
a way to use it.

“She has a very luxe, 
modern style,” Cooley 
says, and this cabinet 
was the opposite of that.

In cases like that, the 
designer recommends 

isolating what you love 
about your favorite style 
and bringing some of 
that vibe to the furniture 
you’ve inherited. She had 
the cherry fi nish stripped 
from the cabinet and 
painted it a glossy black. 
Outdated hardware was 
swapped out for modern 
brass pieces.

“Find the elements you 
like, that you appreciate 
the most,” Cooley says, 
“then let’s start embel-
lishing the product we 
want to enhance.”

Leaning into the 
contrast between old 
and new can produce 
beautiful results, Sub-
aran says. If a traditional 
piece of furniture doesn’t 
fi t in your modern living 
room, try putting it in a 
foyer where it stands out 
as something special.

“You can pair it with a 

more modern mirror or 
lamp,” she says, “to kind 
of help it connect with 

your other spaces.”
Cooley recalls a client 

who had a historic door 

that had been in the fam-
ily for generations.

“They are Afri-
can-American clients 
and this goes back to 
their ancestors,” she 
says. The small, beau-
tiful hardwood door 
had “some history as to 
where it came from, what 
plantation it was on. It 
goes back that far.”

But the door had not 
been used in years and 
didn’t really fi t anywhere 
in their home. Cooley’s 
solution: The new design 
for the couple’s bedroom 
would involve building a 
small linen closet.

“We were able to fi nd 
hardware that looks 
aged, and we actually 
built their linen closet 
just so it can fi t that 
door,” Cooley says. “It’s 
an ode to her family. And 
when she wakes up, she 
gets to see it every day.”
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386 INDUSTRIAL DR., CLEVELAND • 423.476.2293
WWW.WASTECONNECTIONS.COM

A Locally 
Managed
Company 
Serving

Local Needs
Dedicated to Customer Satisfaction

• Commercial Dumpsters • Roll Off Containers 
• On-site Compactors • Cardboard Recycling

• Residential Curbside Service
• Special Waste Transport & Disposal
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ATTIC: Making the most 
of hand-me-down decor

Aileen Weintraub via AP 

A VINTAGE DRESSER 
adorned with bouquet of fl ow-
ers in a vase, was converted 
from an oversized novelty salt 
shaker. 

REUSE THE 
NEWS

Recycle this newspaper



By METRO CREATIVE GRAPHICS

Home renovation projects are sig-
nifi cant undertakings. Working with 
skilled and experienced contractors 
can ensure projects go smoothly and 
are completed promptly. Timing is a 
big consideration for homeowners as 
they begin renovating their homes, 
and the home improvement experts at 
HomeAdvisor note that the following 
are some general timelines for popular 
renovation projects.

• Home addition: Short of a full-
scale demolition and rebuild, home 
additions are the most time-consuming 
projects homeowners can undertake. 
HomeAdvisor notes that its survey 
of customers who recently completed 
home addition projects reported that 
the average time from start to fi nish 
was between three and four months. 

Certain variables, including the scale 
of the project and the local permits 
process, can extend the time it takes to 
complete a home addition.

• Kitchen remodel: Scale is a big 
factor to consider when estimating the 
time it takes to complete various home 
improvement projects, and kitchen 
remodels are no exception. Some 
HomeAdvisor users reported projects 
taking as long as four months, though 
the average time reported was roughly 
six weeks. 

Projects that require major overhauls 
like rearranging the plumbing and 
moving walls will likely take longer 
than more cosmetic projects that are 
limited to replacing cabinets and coun-
tertops.

• Bathroom remodel: More 

than 1,000 homeowners surveyed by 
HomeAdvisor reported that bathroom 
remodels took about 4.5 weeks from 
start to fi nish. Small-scale remodels 
that focus on painting the walls a fresh 
color and replacing existing tiles can be 
completed in less than two weeks. 

But like with kitchen remodels, bath-
room remodels that involve replacing 
plumbing fi xtures and removing walls 
fi gure to take much longer than that.

• Siding installation: HomeAdvi-
sor users report that new siding proj-
ects take roughly two weeks from start 
to fi nish. That estimate is the same 
regardless of which materials home-
owners are replacing and installing.

• Replacement windows: Home-
owners who want to replace all the 

windows in their home can expect 
such a project to take roughly three 

weeks. HomeAdvisor notes that such a 
timeline need not concern homeown-
ers worried that they will be forced to 
brave the elements during the length of 
the project. Much of a contractors’ time 
during a window replacement project 
will be spent on upfront measuring 
and then ensuring a tight fi t once the 
windows have been installed.
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205 20th St, SE • 476-5501
Tindell’s Building Materials

TINDELL'S OUTLET CENTER
Stop By Today And Check Out All Items At Or Below Cost!

7AM TILL 4 PM MONDAY-FRIDAY

CLEVELAND STORE ONLY!

 DOORS  
 WINDOWS
 CABINETS  
 HARDWARE

And Much More!

• CLOSEOUTS • MISORDERS • DAMAGED ITEMS

Hours
Monday thru Friday – 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Saturday – 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Sunday – CLOSED

Celebrating 
Over 21 
Years!

Locally Owned and 
Operated

923 Star Vue Dr. • Cleveland, TN • (423) 476-9434

TN State Contractors 
License Commercial, 

Industrial, and Residential

www.KaceProperties.com
423.667.5760

Keith Jones & Charlotte Peak

The average timelines for popular renovation projects
WHEN CONSIDERING a 

home improvement project, it’s 
important to have a good under-
standing of how long it will take. 
The size and scope of the project 
will help determine the length of 
time it will take.
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2110 Spring Place Road 
Across from Hardee’s

423-472-6248

Value Flooring
Kitchens and Baths

Carpet • Vinyl • Laminate • Ceramic • LVT 
• LVP • Hardwood • Kitchen Cabinets 

• Counter Tops • Bathroom Vanities • Toilets 
• Tubs • Rugs • Showers  • Kitchen Remodels 

• Bathroom Remodels  
• Showers • Much More

Come check out our expanded inventory

Free estimates
Financing and Installation Available

Check Us Out On Facebook

VALUE FLOORING

By METRO CREATIVE GRAPHICS

Exterior renovations can enhance the 
appearance of a property and make it 
more enjoyable for homeowners. Cer-
tain renovations have the potential to 
add value to a home, while others may 
do the opposite. Learning which one 
have the largest return on investment 
can help homeowners select features 
that will have the most positive impact.

Curb appeal goes a long way toward 
attracting potential buyers. According 
to the National Association of Realtors, 
fi rst impressions of a property have a 
strong infl uence on buyers. Landscap-
ing and external features can do much 
to infl uence such impressions. .

• Lawn care program: Investing 
in a lawn care program that consists 
of fertilizer and weed control applica-
tion and can be transferred over to a 
subsequent home owner is an attractive 
feature. NAR says such a care program 
can recover $1,000 in value of the $330 
average cost, or a 303 percent ROI.

• Low-maintenance lifestyle: 
When choosing materials for projects, 
those that off er low-maintenance ben-
efi ts can be preferential. These include 
low-maintenance patio materials, 
composite decking, vinyl fencing, and 
inorganic mulched beds.

• Fire pit: A fi re pit can be used for 
much of the year. In the spring and 
summer, the fi repit is a great place to 
congregate to roast marshmallows or 
sip wine and gaze into the fi re. In the 
fall, the fi re pit can make for a cozy 
retreat. A fi re pit that has a gas burner 
is low-maintenance, and the National 
Association of Landscape Profession-
als says that most can recoup about 
$4,000 of their $6,000 average price 
tag.

• Softscaping: Hardscaping refers 
to structures like outdoor kitchens or 
decks. Softscaping involves the living 
elements of the landscape. Hiring a 
landscape designer to install trees, 
shrubs, natural edging, and rock ele-
ments can do wonders toward improv-
ing the look and value of a home.

• Pool or water feature: In certain 
markets, particularly hot climates, a 
pool or another water feature is a must-
have. However, in other areas where 
outdoor time is limited, a pool or water 
feature can actually lower the value 
of a home. Speaking with a real estate 
professional can give homeowners an 
idea of how a pool will fare in a given 
neighborhood.

Outdoor improvements can improve 
the marketability of a home, as well as 
enhance its appearance and function.  

5 outdoor projects that add value

CURB APPEAL goes a long way toward attracting potential buyers. Ac-
cording to the National Association of Realtors, fi rst impressions of a property 
have a strong infl uence on buyers.



By METRO CREATIVE GRAPHICS

Perennials can add color and vi-
brancy to any garden. One of the more 
desirable components of perennials is 
that they come back year after year, 
meaning homeowners do not have to 
invest in a gardenful of new fl owers 
every year. That can add up to consid-
erable savings. Perennials often form 
the foundation of beautiful gardens. 

Annuals only grow for one season, 
produce seeds and then die. Howev-
er, perennials die back to the ground 
every autumn and their roots survive 
the winter. So the plants reemerge in 
the spring, according to The Farmer’s 
Almanac. Some perennials are short-
lived, meaning they will come back a 
few consecutive years; others will last 
for decades.

Though planted perennials require 
less maintenance than annuals, they 
are not completely maintenance-free. 
Certain care is needed to help perenni-
als thrive, and that starts with the soil. 
In fact, soil is the single most import-
ant factor for growing healthy plants. 
Penn State Extension says most pe-
rennials grow ideally in well drained, 
fertile soil with a pH of 6.0 to 7.0. In 
addition, organic matter can improve 
soil texture and water-holding ability.

When including perennials in the 
garden, make sure you wait for the 
right time to plant them. The ideal 
time is during the spring or fall. Peren-
nials come as container-grown peren-
nials, which already have been estab-
lished in the soil. Bare-root perennials 

are just roots that are often packed in 
peat moss. In order to plant bare-root 
perennials, soak the roots in water for 
several minutes before gently planting 
in the ground, indicates the how-to 
resource Tip Bulletin.

Perennials should be watered deeply, 
especially during the fi rst growing 
season. However, the soil should never 
be overly dry or wet. Most perennials 
do not need to be fertilized heavily. A 
single application in the spring typical-
ly is all that’s needed.

Care along the way can include 
deadheading spent fl owers so that 
plants can use their energy on seed 
production and reblooming. Perenni-
als should be divided when they grow 
large, every three to four years when 
the plants are not in bloom. Peren-
nials produce fewer fl owers or may 
look sickly when the time has passed 
to divide them. Early spring often is a 
good time to divide perennials, advises 
The Farmer’s Almanac.

A thick layer of mulch can help 
perennials to overwinter successful-
ly. Perennials planted in containers 
will need to be transplanted into the 
garden before it gets cold because most 
containers cannot thoroughly insulate 
perennial roots.

Apart from these strategies, pe-
rennials pretty much take care of 
themselves. As long as sunlight 
requirements match plant needs, the 
perennials should thrive.
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Garage Door Specialists

McSPADDEN 
GARAGE DOOR CO.

Delivering beauty, durability and 
security to your home at a great price. 
Visit us online anytime to browse our 
unique garage door styles and get a 
free estimate!
Sales • Installation • Service • Repair

117 OLD GEORGETOWN RD.479-4774
160 Durkee Road, NE

(423) 339-3231

Family Owned 
& Operated

Financing 
Available

Spring Appliance
Upgrade Event
Your opportunity to save on the 

latest, energy-efficient name 
brand appliances has arrived!

Act Now!

SALES AND SERVICE
OVER 30 YEARS

How to care for perennials

ALTHOUGH PERENNIALS 
require less maintenance than annu-
als, they still require some care.

 Cleveland Daily Banner
 Serving Our Community Since 1854

 “INVEST IN YOUR 
 COMMUNITY!”
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By METRO CREATIVE GRAPHICS

Homeowners know that all sorts of 
issues can aff ect a home. Issues can 
run the gamut from the merely annoy-
ing to the unsafe. Electrical issues fall 
into the latter category, posing a signif-
icant safety hazard if left unchecked. 

According to the home safety experts 
at UL (formerly known as Underwriters 
Laboratories), learning to recognize 
warning signs of electrical wiring is-
sues can greatly lower the risk of house 
fi res. House fi res pose a signifi cant 
threat, as the Electrical Safety Founda-
tion International notes that electrical 
malfunctions cause more than 50,000 
house fi res each year. UL indicates that 
the majority of those house fi res can 
be prevented, and learning to recog-
nize signs of a electrical problems in a 
home is a key component of home fi re 
prevention.

• Dimming or fl ickering lights: 
The UL notes that light fi xtures do not 

typically draw a substantial amount of 
power, so dimming or fl ickering lights 
is not often indicative of an issue with 
a fi xture. Dimming or fl ickering lights 
could indicate that the circuit the lights 
are on is overburdened, most likely by 
large appliances sharing the circuit 

with the lights. 
If dimming and fl ickering lights are a 

problem, homeowners can speak to an 
electrician about moving the fi xtures to 
another circuit or installing a new line 
specifi cally for major appliances.

• Odors: Odor emanating from 
an outlet, fuse box or breaker panel 
should be reported to an electrician 
immediately. The odor, which some 
homeowners indicate smells like fi sh, 
could be a result of an overheated cir-
cuit. Odor coming from an outlet, fuse 
box or breaker panel could indicate a 
signifi cant electrical issue, so home-
owners should not hesitate to report 
this problem to an electrician. Odors 
can sometimes travel through HVAC 
systems as well, so homeowners should 
take note and call an electrician even if 
their outlets do not smell.

• Hot outlets/switch plates: 
Outlets and/or switch plates that are 
hot to the touch are another indicator 
of an electrical issue. UL notes that 

outlets that become hot even when 
nothing is plugged into them could be 
wired incorrectly. In such instances, 
an electrician will need to fi x the issue, 
and in the meantime it may be best 
for homeowners to fl ip the breaker or 
remove the fuse for the outlet. 

• Frequently blown fuses or 
tripped breakers: According to UL, 
circuit breakers and fuses have a built-
in fail-safe that is designed to prevent 
overloading. Sometimes a tripped 
breaker is a result of an aging appli-
ance. One way to detect that is to plug 
in the product to more than one outlet 
in the house. If each breaker trips, then 
the appliance is likely to blame. How-
ever, if using the same outlet continues 
to trip the breaker regardless of what’s 
plugged into it, then the circuit re-
quires the attention of an electrician.

Electrical issues increase the risk for 
home fi res. Fortunately, such issues are 
generally preventable and often easily 
remedied by a qualifi ed electrician.

Signs of electrical problems in a home
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